HOLY  BIBLE 


JUDGES  to  n  CHRONICLES 


ALEXANDER  GEDDES 


1797 


Wipf  and  Stock  Publishers 

Bible  Versions  Reproduction  Series:  Volume  #14 

THE  HOLY  BIBLE  or  the  BOOKS  ACCOUNTS  SACRED  by  JEWS  AND  CHRISTIANS 

Various  Readings,  Explanatory  Notes,  and  Critical  Remarks 

Judges  to  II  Chronicles 

By:  Alexander  Geddes  Volume  II. 

1797  Original  Publisher,  The  Author 

404  Pages 

Copyright  ©  2000  by  John  S.  Wipf,  Jr.  All  rights  reserved.  Printed  in  the  United  States  of 
America.  Except  as  permitted  under  the  United  States  Copyright  Act  of  1 976,  no  part  of 
this  publication  may  be  reproduced  or  distributed  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  or  stored 
in  a  data  base  retrieval  system,  without  prior  written  permission  of  the  publisher. 

Wipf  and  Stock  Publishers  is  pleased  to  present  to  you  its  digital  reproduction  of  this 
book.  By  purchasing  this  book  and  receiving  ownership  of  this  copy,  you  expressly  agree 
that  you  and  any  one  to  whom  you  transfer  this  book  to  is  not  entitled  to  reproduce  or  to 
allow  anyone  else  to  reproduce  all  or  any  portion  of  its  contents  without  our  prior  consent. 

If  the  purchaser  does  not  agree  to  the  foregoing  terms  of  this  sale,  promptly  return  this 
copy  for  a  refund  of  the  purchase  price.  By  retaining  possession  of  this  copy,  you 
acknowledge  that  you  agree  to  be  bound  by  the  foregoing  terms.  If  you  have  any 
questions  concerning  this  matter,  please  contact  Wipf  and  Stock  Publishers  at  the 
following  address: 

Wipf  and  Stock  Publishers 
1396  E.  Washington  Blvd. 

Pasadena,  CA,  91 104 
1-626-7974756 


Printer.  James  Baden 
Binder  Golden  Rule  Bindery 


ISBN:  1-57910-3634 


Bible  Versions  Reproduction  Series 


The  purpose  of  the  Bible  Versions  Reproduction  Series  is  to 
make  rare  and  out-of-print  versions  of  the  Bible  readily  and  inexpensively 
available  to  scholars,  Bible  students,  and  Bible  collectors.  These 
reproductions  are  being  offered  especially  to  members  of  the  International 
Society  of  Bible  Collectors. 

While  still  searching  for  hard-to-find  original  printings  of  Bible 
translations,  many  collectors  have  indicated  what  a  delight  it  would  be  to 
have  on  their  own  shelves  accurate  reproductions  of  Bible  versions 
currently  available  only  in  museums,  libraries  and  private  collections. 
Now  such  an  opportunity  is  being  offered  by  a  collector  who  is  himself  a 
member  of  our  Society. 

It  would  be  rare  to  imagine  a  more  enthusiastic  member  of  the 
ISBC  than  my  long-time  friend  lim  Baden.  Since  joining  the  Society,  he 
has  amassed  an  extraordinary  collection.  Visiting  his  library  could  be  a 
temptation  to  violate  the  tenth  commandment  were  it  not  for  his  great 
generosity  and  eagerness  to  share  what  he  has  brought  together. 

It  is  essential,  of  course,  that  the  reproduction  process  pose  no 
threat  to  the  integrity  of  the  volumes  being  copied — no  matter  how  fragile 
the  precious  originals  may  be.  Such  a  method  is  now  available,  and  lim  is 
demonstrating  his  confidence  in  the  process  by  being  the  first  to  make 
some  of  his  own  prized  volumes  available. 

Among  the  first  publications  in  this  Series  is  a  reproduction  of 
Isaac  Leaser’s  1904  The  Twenty-four  Books  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
Society  members  will  especially  enjoy  knowing  that  the  particular  volume 
by  Leeser  was  once  the  personal  copy  of  Arnold  Ehlert,  the  founder  and 
first  president  of  the  ISBC.  “A  gift  to  A.  D.  Ehlert  from  Dr.  H.  A. 
Ironside,  summer  1947”  is  handwritten  on  the  flyleaf. 

Tim  Baden  shares  the  reverence  for  Scripture  that  has  moved  the 
leaders  of  our  Society  to  give  so  freely  of  their  time  and  energy  for  the 
past  thirty-five  years.  He  has  profound  respect  and  gratitude  for  the 
heroes  and  heroines  of  Bible  translation — from  Wycliffe  and  Tyndale 
down  to  the  present  time — who  worked  so  hard,  even  sometimes  at  the 
risk  of  life — to  make  the  Bible  so  readily  available  to  the  world  today. 
Like  other  members  of  the  ISBC,  Tim  regards  the  Bible  as  more  than  just  a 
great  book  to  be  collected.  To  use  his  own  words,  he  speaks  of  the 
Scriptures  as  “God's  method  of  communicating  with  his  intelligent 
creatures  ...  to  be  most  carefully  read  and  contemplated  to  discover  its 
meaning  and  value  for  life  in  the  present  and  future.” 


What  is  more  helpful  in  discovering  the  meaning  of  Scripture  than 
to  have  readily  at  hand  a  good  collection  of  different  versions?  Some  have 
even  suggested  they  would  rather  have  a  variety  of  versions  than 
commentaries!  As  the  translators  of  the  161 1  King  James  Version  quote 
Saint  Augustine  in  their  memorable  preface,  “  'Variety  of  Translations  is 
profitable  for  the  finding  out  of  the  sense  of  the  Scriptures.'  ”  '"Therefore 
blessed  be  they/’  the  preface  continues,  “and  most  honoured  be  their 
name,  that  break  the  ice,  and  giveth  onset  upon  that  which  helpeth  forward 
to  the  saving  of  souls.  Now  what  can  be  more  available  thereto,  than  to 
deliver  God’s  book  unto  God’s  people  in  a  tongue  which  they 
understand?”  And  speaking  of  those  who  have  labored  to  prepare 
translations  other  than  the  King  James,  the  1611  scholars  urge  “that  we 
acknowledge  them  to  have  been  raised  up  of  God,  for  the  building  and 
furnishing  of  his  Church,  and  that  they  deserve  to  be  had  of  us  and  of 
posterity  in  everlasting  remembrance.” 

It  is  in  this  spirit  and  for  this  purpose  that  the  Bible  Versions 
Reproduction  Series  has  been  inaugurated. 

William  E.  Paul,  Editor,  Bible  Versions  and  Editions ;  Don  Heese, 
Journal  Production  Manager;  Sid  Ohlhausen,  Membership  Secretary; 
Mark  Mage,  Editorial  Assistant;  Jim  Baden  and  this  writer  have  each 
supplied  several  hard-to-find  versions  for  this  reproduction.  * 

It  is  hoped  that  purchasers  of  volumes  from  this  series  will  loan  for 
copying  other  versions  and  editions  that  will  become  part  of  this 
reproduction  Series.  Those  so  doing  will  be  rewarded  with  a  free  copy  of 
a  version  of  their  choice  from  the  Series. 

Those  interested  are  urged  to  contact  the  Publisher  or 
Sidney  Ohlhausen,  Membership  Secretary  of  the  International  Society  of 
Bible  Collectors,  at:  Box  20695,  Houston,  IX  77225. 

Graham  Maxwell 
(Charter  Member  #12) 

*  additional  versions  supplied  by: 

Bill  Chamberlain 


ALEXANDER  GEDDES 

1737-1802 

Priest,  scholar,  and  pioneer  of  modem  Biblical  criticism. 

Alexander  Geddes  was  bom  in  Ruthven,  Banffshire  in  the  Scottish  Highlands.  His 
parents  taught  him  early  to  read  the  Bible.  Although  Catholic,  they  used  the  King 
James  Version  rather  than  the  Douay.  In  1751  the  young  Geddes  began  preparation 
for  the  priesthood  by  entering  a  minor  seminary  at  nearby  Scanlan.  Uncomfortable 
with  the  local  harsh  climate  and  seeking  more  advanced  study,  he  moved  in  1758  to 
the  Scots  College  in  Paris.  That  city  at  the  time  was  a  center  of  liberal  views  toward 
religion.  In  this  atmosphere,  Geddes  completed  his  religious  education  and  was 
ordained  Here  also  he  first  conceived  his  translation  of  the  Bible  into  English. 
Geddes  returned  to  Scotland  in  1764.  He  spent  the  next  several  years  at  various  rural 
pastoral  assignments,  the  longest  at  Auchinhalrig.  With  his  Continental  education, 
intelligence  and  wit,  he  made  numerous  influential  friends.  His  early  poetic  work. 
Select  Satires  of  Horace  translated  into  English  verse,  won  the  admiration  of  a  group 
of  intellectuals  who  recommended  him  for  an  LL.D,  degree  from  Aberdeen.  Geddes 
also  worked  to  reconcile  differences  between  local  Catholics  and  Protestants. 
However,  he  became  too  close  to  some  of  the  Protestant  clergy  to  suit  his  ecclesiastical 
superior.  Bishop  George  Hay.  Geddes'  financial  management  problems  and  irritable 
temperament  compounded  his  problems  with  Hay,  who  forced  him  to  resign  from 
Auchinhalrig  in  1780.  In  the  following  year,  Geddes  moved  to  London  where  he 
accepted  the  post  of  chaplain  at  the  Austrian  Imperial  Embassy. 

It  was  in  London  that  Geddes  would  embark  upon  his  translation  of  the  Bible.  Lord 
Petre,  a  prominent  Catholic  nobleman,  wanted  to  provide  his  co-religionists  with  a 
new  revision  of  the  Douay  Version  that  would  supersede  the  one  made  earlier  in  the 
century  by  Bishop  Challoner.  After  Geddes  had  served  a  few  months  at  the  embassy 
chapel.  Lord  Petre  accepted  him  as  a  pensioner  and  offered  him  full  support  to  work 
on  the  proposed  revision.  When  the  Catholic  hierarchy  learned  of  the  enterprise,  they 
became  concerned  and  advised  they  were  pursuing  their  own  revision.  Because  of 
this,  Geddes  abandoned  the  idea  of  revising  the  Douay  and  decided  to  proceed  with  a 
primary  translation.  He  began  work  in  1782. 

To  prepare  the  way  for  his  new  translation,  Geddes  published  a  series  of  preliminary 
works.  The  most  notable  of  these  was  his  Prospectus  of  a  New  Translation  of  the  Holy 
Bible  appearing  in  1786.  This  discusses  the  reasons  for  a  new  translation,  provides  a 
scholarly  critical  history  of  earlier  translations,  and  lists  the  qualities  of  a  good 
translator.  Geddes  makes  it  clear  that  he  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  new  concepts  of 
Biblical  criticism  then  spreading  throughout  Europe.  Discussing  his  own  proposed 
Old  Testament,  Geddes  states  his  translation  will  be  "neither  literal  nor  verbal:  but,  if 
I  may  use  the  term,  strictly  sentential ;  that  is,  every  sentence  of  the  English 


corresponds  as  exactly  to  the  Hebrew,  as  the  difference  of  the  two  idioms  will 
permit." 

The  first  part  of  Geddes'  Bible  appeared  in  1792  covering  Genesis  through  Joshua. 
Lord  Petre's  generous  resources  made  possible  an  impressive  large  quarto  volume. 
Most  of  the  Catholic  Bishops  of  England  censured  the  work.  Geddes7  superior. 
Bishop  John  Douglass,  also  suspended  him  from  priestly  functions.  Protestant 
reviews  were  mixed.  Although  some  praised  Geddes'  work,  his  denial  of  Biblical 
inspiration  and  attachment  to  German  rationalistic  principles  were  unacceptable  to 
most  of  the  contemporary  English  clergy.  Geddes  did  not  help  his  case  by  taking 
numerous  doubtful  liberties  such  as  inserting  verses  11  &  12  of  Exodus  16 
immediately  after  verse  3. 

Anxiety  and  resulting  ill  health  brought  on  by  the  criticism  from  within  his  own 
church  delayed  but  did  not  stop  Geddes'  work  on  the  translation.  The  second 
volume  appeared  in  1797.  It  included  Judges  through  II  Chronicles  with  "the  little 
pleasant  story  of  Ruth"  placed  out  of  its  normal  order  toward  the  end,  followed  by  the 
apocryphal  Prayer  of  Manasseh.  The  Preface  to  the  second  volume  apologizes  for  the 
delay  in  its  publication  and  optimistically  projects  "more  regular"  appearance  of 
subsequent  volumes. 

In  1800  Geddes  brought  forth  an  extensive  and  scholarly  commentary  on  the 
Pentateuch,  Again  with  optimism,  it  is  styled  "Volume  I,"  in  anticipation  of  a 
complete  commentary  that  was  to  supplement  the  complete  Bible,  However,  nothing 
further  would  be  published  during  Geddes'  lifetime.  Continuing  ill  health 
compounded  in  1801  by  shock  at  the  death  of  his  patron.  Lord  Petre,  resulted  in  his 
own  death  early  in  the  following  year. 

The  fate  of  Geddes'  unpublished  manuscripts  remains  a  significant  unresolved  issue. 
It  was  widely  believed  that  he  had  completed  much  more  of  his  translation.  These 
manuscripts  were  supposedly  destroyed  either  by  Geddes  himself  in  anticipation  of 
his  death  or  possibly  by  an  enemy  who  furtively  gained  access  to  them.  In  any  case, 
only  his  translation  of  the  Psalms  through  118:11  has  come  down  to  us.  It  was 
published  in  1807  under  the  joint  editorship  of  a  Catholic  (Charles  Butler)  and  a 
Protestant  (Rev.  John  Disney),  both  friends  of  Geddes. 
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PREFACE 


TO  THE 

SECOND  VOLUME. 


ALTHOUGH,  in  tti©  former  volume,  we  left  our  Ifraelites  fettled  in  the  land  of  Chanaan, 
they  were  far  from  being  in  pofleflion  of  all  that  tradl  of  country,  which  had  been  pro¬ 
mised  by  the  God  of  Ifrael  to  the  pofterity  of  Abraham ;  from  the  Red  Sea  to  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  and  from  the  river  of  Egypt  to  the  Euphrates  * :  it  may  be  queftioned  if  they  were  yet 
in  pofleflion  of  one  third  of  it.  It  is  true,  they  had  nominally  received  their  refpe&ive  lots  5 
but  had  not  been  able  to  clear  them  of  their  ancient  owners.  Even  the  moft  potent,  tribe  of 
Judah  were  yet  fb  circumfcribed  in  their  limits,  that  they  muft  enter  into  a  new  war  with  the 
fbuthem  Chanaanites :  and,  although  they  were  fuccefsful  in  driving  them  from  the  mountains, 
“  they  were  not  able  to  expel  the  inhabitants  of  the  plain,  becaufe  thefe  had  iron  chariots  *^5” 
which,  at  that  period,  the  Judahttes  wanted. 

Ik  the  lot  of  Benjamin,  the  JebnfHes  ftill  held  Jerufalem,  and  held  it  until  the  reign  of 
David  J, — In  the  lots  of  the  progeny  of  Jofeph,  the  cities  Gexer,  Beth-fhean,  Thanah,  Dor, 
Ibleam  and  Megido  were  full  inhabited  by  Chanaanites  ]|. — Chapaanites  flill  inhabited  the  cities 
Kitron,  and  Nahalol,  in  the  tribe  of  Zabolon  §  ;  and  Beth-ftiemefh  and  Beth-anatb,  in  the  tribe 
of  Naphthali  -f . — In  the  lot  of  Afher,  Acho,  Zidon,  Ahlab,  Achzib,  Hclba,  Aphik  and  Rehob - 
were  yet  partly  inhabited  by  Chanaanites  • :  and  the  Danites  yrene  fb  confined  and  hemmed 
in  by  the  fouthem  Amoritcs,  that  they  were  obliged  to  feek  a:  new  refideuce,  to  the  north  of 
Naphthali  *f*. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Ifraelites,  after  the-'death  of  Jofhuah,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  account  which  we  have  in  the  firft  chapter  of  the  book  of  Judges,  and  the  other 
paflages  referred  to.— -The  Reubenites,  the  Gaditcs,  and  the  half-tribe  of  Manaflcht.bcyoud  the 
Jordan,  were- not  in  the  fame  predicament;  for  the  precept  of  utter  extirpation  had  been  rigidly 
put  in  execution,  by  Moles  himfelfj  in  the  territories  which  they  inherited ;  the  kingdoms  of 
Sihon  and  Og 

But  it  may  be  laid,  it  has  been  laid ;  Why  were  not  the  other  Ifraelites  able  to  expel,  or 
rather  to  extirpate,  the  old  inhabitants  of  Chanaan,  notwithftanding  their  iron  chariots  ;  fince 
the  Lord  had  fo  ordered  them,  and  promifed  to  give  them  the  power  ?  K  No  man/*  faid  he 
to  Mofe9,  "  fhall  be  able  to  refill  yon,  until  ye  have  utterly  deftroyed  them  jj/'— And  again  to 

*  See  G«u  \$,  18.  Esod.  *3.  31.  and  Jolh,  1,4.  f  Jud.  1.  19.  %  Comp.  Jod.  1;  11,  with  y  Sam,  5. 6. 

|]  Jod,  1,17.  $  Jud,  1. 30b  +  Jud.  I.  33. 

*  Jud.  1. 31,  f  Seejofh.  18. 4.7.  and  Jud.  18. 1.  £  See  Deut,  *,  34.  aad  3,  6.  {J  Dent. 7.  34. 

Vot.  II.  a  Jolhuah : 


I  • 

u 


PREFACE. 


Joftuiah  t  "  No  man  (hall  be  able  to  refill  thee,  all  the  days  of  thy  life;  as  I  was  with  Mofes, 
“  I  will  be  with  thee  *  ”  Why,  then,  were  not  the  Chanaanites  utterly  deftroyed  by  Joftraah, 
as  the  transjordan  Amorites  had  been  by  Mofes  ?  agreeably  to  the  fuppofed  firidt  command  of 
God  :  “  Ye  fhall  exterminate  all  the  nations,  which  the  Lord,  your  God,  ftiall  deliver  to  you  : 
u  your  eyes  muft  not  have  pity  on  them;  ye  (hall  abolifh  their  name,  from  under  the 
,f  heavens  -j-.” 

The  Hebrew  hiftorian,  whoever  he  was,  who  wrote  the  book  of  Judges,  gives  a  reafon  appa¬ 
rently  odd,  and  unaccountable.  He  tells  us  that  the  Lord  left  thole  Chanaanites  unfuhdued 
and  unextirpated, <(  to  prove  the  Ifraelites,  whether  they  would  obfervantly  walk  in  the  way  of 
"  the  Lord,  or  not  J,” — For  that  purpofe,  lays  he,  w  had  the  Lord  referved  thofe  nations 
n  from  immediate  expuLGon,  and  had  not  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  Jofhuah.”— • Indeed! 
will  the  objedor  fay ;  he  was,  then,  not  confident  with  himfelf  i  for  he  had  repeatedly  enjoined 
their  utter  definnftion,  left  they  thould  be  a  ltumbling-block  and  a  fnare  to  the  virtue  and  fide¬ 
lity  of  his  cbofen  people,  and  lead  them  into  idolatry :  “  Of  the  cities  of  thofe  nations,  which 
u  the  Lord,  your  God,  giveth  to  you  for  an  inheritance,  not  a  foul  lhall  ye  lave  alive ;  but 
M  lhall  utterly  deftroy  them;  the  Chanaanites,  the  Amontes,  the  Hethites,  the  Gergafites,  the 
“  Hevites  and  the  Jebulites;  as  the  Lobd,  your  God,  hath  commanded  you ;  left  tbey  teach 
t(  you  to  imitate  their  abominations,  which  they  pradife  in  the  worfliip  of  their  gods;  and,  thus, 
"  ye  fhonld  fin  againft  the  Lord,  your  own  God  ||.” 

Herr,  then,  is  an  exprefs  and  ppfitive  command,  if wc  believe  ttie  writer  of  Deuteronomy; 
which,  howfoever  unjuft  and  frnguinary  it  may  to  lome  appear  §,  muft  be  allowed  to  be  at  leaft, 
politically  fpeaking,  a  wife  command :  whereas  the  aflerfion,  that  God,  after  giving  fo  explicit 
a  precept,  and  ordering  the  Chanaanites  to  be  extirpated,  that  tbey  might  not  become  a  fnare 
to  his  people,  (hould  yet  purpofely  referve  lo  great  a  number  of  thofe  fame  Chanaanites,  to  be 
n  fnare,  teems  to  afted  both  his  wifdotn  and  veracity. — If  1  be  commanded  to  deftroy  or  remove 
the  caufe  of  temptation,  left  I  Ihould  yield  to  it ;  and  at  the  fame  time  be  told  that  I  can  nei¬ 
ther  remove  nor  deftroy  it ;  nay,  that  it  is  purpofely  left  to  tempt  me,  I  muft  doubt  of  the 
equity  of  the  command,  or  the  troth  of  the  talc,— Could  the  God  of  truth  and  wiidom  fry  to 
the  Ifraelites :  u  Deftroy  thofe  idolatrous  nations,  left  they  feduce  you  into  idolatry and  yet 
purpofely  referve  them,  to  try  whether  the  Ifraelites  would  be  feduced } 

Such  is  the  objection  that  has  been  made,  or  may  be  made,  to  this  pafiage  of  Hebrew  ferip- 
ture;  which  I  have  prefented  to  the  reader  without  difguife,  or  palliation.  It  is  not  the 
ftrongeft  objection,  of  the  tame  tort,  that  might  be  offered ;  but  it  was  the  firft  that,  here,  na~ 

*  Jolh.  i.  5*  f  D«at.  17,  16,24.  I  Jud.  s.23.  I  quote  toy  own  verijon, tbioughout,  |j  Deut.  % o.  16. 

§  After  ill  that  has  been  written,  either  by  Jews  or  by  Chrifthns,  is  defence  of  this  Canguioary  mcafure,  I  confcTs, 
toy  rcifuo,  and  my  religion,  continually  revolt  at  it;  and  I  cannot  bring  myfdf  to  believe  that  fach  an  order  proceeded 
from  the  mouth  of  God;  perhaps  not  orti  from  the  mouth  of  Mofct,  I  am  rather  witting  to  fufpeft,  that  it  ia  the  fa¬ 
brication  of  foate  pofteriottr  Jew,  to  juftify  the  cruelties  of  his  nation.  And,  indeed,  it  ii  the  fhorteft  way  to  juftily  any 
mcafure,  aod  to  obviate  all  Utmbldbme  object  iernr.  Such  a  deed  could  not  be  unjuft,  fince  Goo  autborifed  and  com¬ 
manded  It  j  who  will  prefnmc  to  iky  that  what  God  commands  is  unjuft?  True  j  but  then  wc  muft  firft  be  wdtt  aflured 
that  he  has  commanded :  and  the  very  appearance  of  injuftice  in  the  a&,  n  to  me  a  ftronger  proof  that  he  did  not  com¬ 
mand  it,  than  the  authority  of  all  the  Jewifti  hiftoriana  put  together,  1  was  grieved  to  read  in  a  late  elegant  Apology  far 
the  B'thk  fo  lame  a  j  unification  of  that  pafiage ;  and  am  tempted  fotne  times  10  think,  that  the  right  reverend  author 
muft  have  felt  the  weak nds  of  his  argument,  and  (etn  the  difparity  of  his  fiddle. 

turally 
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t orally  occurred.  Let  os  now  fee  what  has  been  anfwered,  or  might  be  anfwered,  to  this  bid 
fimilar  objections. 

It  has  been  anfwered,  that  the  writer  filfficiently  explains  bimfelf,  a  little  before,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words :  "  So  the  Loro  was  greatly  incenfed  againft  th’e  Ifttfditea,  and  laid :  '*  Becaufe 
“  this  people  have  tranigreflcd  my  covenant,  with  which  I  charged  their  forefathers  ;  and  have 
“  not  hearkened  to  my  voice  j  I,  on  my  part,  will  not  henceforth  drive  out,  from  before  them, 
“  any  more  of  thofe  nations,  which  Jofhuah,  at  his  death,  left  unfubdued ;  that  through  them 
“  I  may  prove  the  IfraeJites,”  &c.  #  The  precept,  it  is  confefled,  was  pofitive  and  abfolote ;  but 
the  promife  of  power  to  fulfil  it,  was  limited  and  conditional.  It  was  not  until  after  the  Ifrael- 
ites  had  forfaken  the  Lord,  and  worthipped  other  gods,  that  the  Lord  would  no  fnore  enable 
them  to  expel  the  Chanaanites.— That  is  to  lay,  the  Lord  would  not  enable  them  to  remove, 
or  break  the  fnare,  until  after  they  had  fallen  into  it  ;  and  when  they  have  fallen  into  it,  he  re¬ 
proaches  them  for  the  non-execution  of  his  precept :  and  fays,  the  fnare  thill  remain  to  prove 
them. 

But  why  was  it  not  completely  removed  in  the  days  of  Jofhuah  and  of  his  contemporary 
elders,  during  a  period  of  twenty-five  years,  when  the  people  bad  not  abandoned  the  worfhip 
of  the  Lord  ?  For  the  fame  hiftorian  tells  ns  that  f<  the  people  lerved  the  Lord  all  the  days 
“  of  Jofhuah,  and  of  the  elders,  who  outlived  Jofhuah  ;  who  had  feen  all  the  great  things 
K  which  the  Lord  had  done  for  I fra  el  f.” 

The  objection,  then,  Teems  to  remain  in  its  full  force,  and  to  demand  fome  other  fblution ; 
nor  do  I  fee  any  fblution  that  can  be  given,  but  one :  namely,  to  acknowledge,  fairly  and 
openly,  that  the  Jewilh  hiftorians,  both  here  and  in  many  other  places, .put  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Lord  words,  which  he  never  (poke  ;  and  affign  to  him  views  and  motives,  which  he  never 
had. 

But  is  not  this,  at  once,  giving  up  a  point,  for  which  wc  have  been  lb  long  and  ftrenooufly 
contending,  againft  the  opponents  of  revealed  religion ;  the  abfolute  and  univerfal  infpiration 
of  the  Hebrew  writers  ?— » 

It  is,  certainly,  in  fome  meafure,  giving  up  that  contefted  pbint :  hut  it  is  wifer,  I  prefume, 
to  abandon  a  poft  which  we  cannot  defend ;  than,  by  obfUnately  defending  it,  rifk  the  citadel* 
It  is  better,  I  prefume,  to  allow  that  the  Hebrew  hiftorians,  like  all  other  hiftorians,  wrote  from 
fuch  human  documents  as  they  could  find  5  popular  tradition^  old  fongs  or  public  regifters  j 
were,  like  other  hiftorians,  liable  to  miftakes;  were  not  more  intelligent  and  judicious,  and  were 
at  leaft  equally  credulous :  than  to  maintain,  that  their  manifeft  errors,  mconfiftencies  and  con¬ 
tradictions  are  the  immediate  di&ates  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ? — Indeed  I  know  not  if  any  propo¬ 
rtion  be  more  infulting  to  reafon,  more  injurious  to  truth,  more  prejudicial  to  the  caufe  of  ge¬ 
nuine  religion,  than  this. 

After  all,  on  what  authority  is  it  believed,  that  the  Jewifh  hiftorians,  during  a  period  of  a 
thoufand  years  (if  Mofes  be  fuppofed  to  have  written  the  Pentateuch),  all  uniformly  wrote  by 
divine  infpiration ? — Why,  we  are  told  fo  by  fome  Jews;  who  lived  four  thoufand  years  after 
the  moll  remote  period  of  their  pretended  hi  (lory,  or  mythology ;  fourteen  hundred  years  after 
the  death  of  Mofes ;  and,  at  leaft,  four  hundred  years  after  the  time,  when  themlelves  allow 
infpiration  to  have  cealed. 


*  Jud.  a.  33,  21,  33. 
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But  if  wc  Chriftians,  of  the  eighteenth  century,  were  to  tell  the  Jews,  that  our  hiftorians 
were  likewiie  divinely  infpired,  for  at  leaft  as  long  a  period  j  the  Jews,  I  imagine,  would  do 
more  than  fmile;  and  demand,  with  angry  foepticifm,  fome  other  proof  than  our  bare  aflertion. 
Yet  I  confefe,  I  fee  juft  as  much  reafon  for  believing  the  Cbriftian  hiftorians  divinely  infpired, 
as  the  Jewifh  hiftorians  :  and  (hould  like  to  read  fome  fair  and  fober  argument  adduced  by  the 
fticklers  for  the  infpiration  of  the  latter,  which  I  could  not  readily  convert  into  an  argument 
in  favour  of  the  former. 

What  I  is  the  free-woman  and  her  children  Iefs  worthy  of  a  divinely  infpired  hiftoriogra- 
pher,  than  the  bond-woman  and  her  children  ?  Shall  a  Saul  and  a  David,  a  Solomon  and  a 
Jeroboam,  a  Joafli  and  a  Manafieh,  have  their  exploits  and  tranfadlions,  their  virtues  and  vices, 
recorded  and  handed  down  to  pofterity  by  Heaven-diredted  pens,  and  our  Conftantines,  Thco- 
dofiufes  and  Charlemagnes  have  not  the  lame  advantage? — Why  fhould  not  Eufebins,  Socrates, 
Sozomcn  be  of  equal  authority  with  the  anonymous  writers  of  Judges,  Kings  and  Chronicles  ? 
-—With  me,  their  authority  is  fomewhat  more  than  equal :  yet  I  do  not  believe  them  to  have 
written  under  the  influence  of  a  divine  agent. 

The  reader  is  to  remember,  that  I  at  ftrft  limited  my  conceflion  to  the  Hebrew  writers 
confidered  as  hiftorians :  their  legiflator,  and  tbeir  prophets,  properly  lb  called,  are  here  out  of 
the  queftion.  Their  iofpi ration  will  be  confidered,  in  another  place. — I  may  believe  that  Mofes 
was,  in  fome  fenfe  *,  infpired  as  a  legiflator,  without  granting  that  be  was,  in  any  fenfe,  in¬ 
fpired  as  an  hiftorian.  I  may  believe,  and  do  believe,  that  he  wifely  and  prudently  oondudted 
a  turbulent,  diforderly  and  flubborn  people  out  of  Egypt;  without  believing  all  that  is  con¬ 
tained  in  the  hiftorical  narrative  which  we  have  of  .that  event,  as  recorded  in  the  Pentateuch. 
Indeed,  were  there  no  middle  option  left  me,  but  either  literally  to  believe  all  that  is  written 
in  the  Pentateuch,  by  whomfoever  written ;  or  to  deny  the  divine  legation  of  Mofes  j  I  fhould 
not  long.hefitate  in  forming  my  determination :  I  fhould  deny  the  divine  legation  of  Mofes. 

What  torrents  of  illiberal  abufe  and  obloquy  this  honeft  declaration  will  draw  upon  my 
head,  I  can  readily  preperceive;  at  leaft  if,  from  paft  experience,  I  may  conje&ure  ftjture  con¬ 
tingency.  Whatever  fuperftitious  credulity  has  of  bitter  zeal,  whatever  gloomy  faoaticifm  of 
fpiteful  afperity,  whatever  canring  hypocriiy  of  pious  fraud,  will  be  employed  to  mifrepreient, 
traduce,  calumniate  and  blacken  my  character.  I  thall  be  called  apofiate,  heretic ,  infidel,  and 
every  other  odious  name*  My  work  will,  moft  probably,  be  proferibed,  and  my  perfou  perfe¬ 
cted  ;  as  far  as  profeription  can  take  place,  and  perfection  dares  be  avowed,  in  a  land  of 
liberty,  Proteftant  will  contend  with  Papift,  which  fhall  throw  the  firft  ftone  at  me :  and 
both,  forgetting  here  their  mutual  antipathies,  will  agree  in  contributing  their  refpedtive  portion 
of  wormwood  and  venom,  to  embitter  and  poifbn  the  eup  to  be  prefented  to  my  lips:  but  I  am 
not  obliged  to  drink  it.— All  this  I  forefee  without  the  gift  of  prophecy :  but,  I  thank  God,  I 
am  grown  infenfible  to  injuries :  and  although  I  am  by  no  means  indifferent  about  honeft 
fame,  I  am  perfectly  difregardful  of  ungenerous  and  unmanly  cenfure.  As  I  write  to  plcafe 
no  party,  I  muft  expedt  to  have  enemies  in  every  party :  yet  I  wfth  and  look  for  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  juft,  and  reafonable,  and  truly  good,  of  every  party  -f-.  I  truft  there  are, 

*  I  fay  u  foot  fitfi  /  fori  am  far  from  thinking  that,  even  as  a  legiflator,  he  was  fo,  in  the  ahfblute  and  ftri£  theolo¬ 
gical  meaning,  that  it  now  generally  annexed  to  the  void  inffira&m. 

f  £h3ratam  atom  ma  cc  Mien  dan  1 1 a  apfrobtm  ottnubei  i  ac  four  Mnfida  me  affrobatunu**  E*  AIM. 
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la  every  Chriftian  left,  feme  peribns  of  fuperior  difeernment,  candour  and  probity  ;  who,  before 
they  pais  fen  ten  ce  on  ine,  will  read  me  with  patient  attention,  weigh  my  arguments  in  the  fcale 
of  reafon ;  and  then,  win  either  ultimately  acquiefce  in  my  opinion,  or  confute  it  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  temperance  and  charity. 

It  is  for  the  fake  of  fnch,  and  for  the  fake  of  truth,  that  I  have  expreffed  inyfolf  in  fb  explicit 
and  un referred  a  manner ;  and  am  now  going  to  fupport  my  fentiments,  with  proofs  which  I 
deem  unanfwerable. 

First  of  all,  I  beg  leave  to  obferve  that  we  have  no  intrinlic  evidence  of  infpiration, 
or  any  thing  like  infpiration,  in  the  Jewlfh  hiftorians.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  impolEble, 
I  think,  to  read  them,  devoid  of  theological  prepofieffions,  not  to  difeover  in  them  evident 
marks  of  human  fallibility  and  human  error.— To  do  them  juftice,  indeed,  they  nowhere 
arrogate  to  themfelves  that  high  privilege  which  pofterior  credulity  has  fb  generoufly  con¬ 
ferred  on  them.  They  fometimes  quote  vouchers  older  than  their  own  times ;  and,  in  the 
latter  periods  of  their  biftory,  appeal  to  public  records ;  in  the  feme  manner  as  other  hifto- 
rians  do :  but  never  give  themfelves  out  for  perfons  divinely  informed  of  what  they  write ; 
which  if  they  did,  we  fhonld  have  great  reafon  not  only  to  difbelieve  them  in  this  particular ; 
but  to  conceive,  in  general,  a  worfe  opinion  of  them,  than  we  can  poffibly  form,  by  confidering 
them  as  uninfpired  hiftorians.  As  uninfpired  hiftorians,  they  claim  the  feme  indulgence  as  we 
grant  to  other  hiftorical  writers ;  we  eflimate  their  abilities,  geoins,  ftyle,  judgment,  and  vera¬ 
city,  by  the  fame  rules  of  comparative  criticifm  t  we  make  the  feme,  perhaps  we  ought  to  make 
greater,  allowances  for  their  overfights  and  inaccuracies :  from  their  very  blcmifbes  and  defe&s 
wc  draw  conclufions  in  their  favour;  and  are  convinced  of  the  general  authenticity  of  their 
narratives ;  fave  where  wc  have  cogent  reafons  to  fufpe<5l  them  of  excefilve  credulity,  or  de- 
figned  impofture :  the  latter  of  which,  I  apprehend,  is  much  more  rarely  imputable  to  them, 
than  the  former.-— Whereas,  the  admifikra,  once,  of  a  perpetual  and  unerring  fufflation,  not 
only,  in  my  mind,  deftroys  their  credibility  throughout ;  but  is,  moreover,  highly  injurious  to 
the  Supreme  Being ;  as  it  makes  him  the  primitive  author  of  all  that  they  relate :  fb  that  the 
abettors  of  this  delufive  doctrine,  fo  far  from  confulting  the  honour  of  God,  and  defending 
tbc  caufe  of  religion ;  feem  to  betray  arid  expofe  both  to  contempt  and  ridicule. 

I  venture,  then,  to  lay  it  down  as  a  certain  truth,  that  there  is  no  intrinfic  evidence  of  the 
Jewlfh  hiftorians  being  divinely  infpired  j  that  there  is  nothing  in  their  ftyle  or  arrangement, 
in  the  whole  colour  and  complexion  of  their  competitions,  that  fpeaks  the  guidance  of  an  un¬ 
erring  fpirit :  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  eveiy  thing  proclaims  the  fallible  and  failing  writer. 

But,  although  there  be  no  intrinlic  evidence  of  inlpiration  in  the  Jewifh  hiftoriana,  it  will 
be  urged,  it  has  been  repeatedly  urged,  that  there  are  high  authoritative  arguments  in  favour 
of  that  belief.  Let  ub  briefly  review,  and  examine  them. 

The  firft  argument  is,  that  the  Jews  of  all  times  have  firmly  believed  all  thofe  books,  which 
are  in  the  Hebrew  canon,  to  be,  without  exception  and  in  every  part,  divinely  infpired.— How 
is  this  proved  ?  From  the  teftimonies  of  Ariftecas,  Philo,  Jofephus  and  the  Talmudifts. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  a  convicted  impoftor,  is  worthy  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  fuch  evidence. 
They,  who  have  read  his  Fable,  will  have  feen  an  exquifite  fern  pie  of  Jewifh  impudence ;  and 
be  able  to  form  no  inadequate  idea  of  the  genius  and  credulity  of  the  Jews  of  that  age.— Yet 
even  this  impoftor  nowhere  fays,  that  the  Jewifh  hiftorians  were  divinely  infpired.  He  makes 
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his  Pfeudo-Dejnetrius,  indeed,  fey  to  Ptolemy,  who  wondered,  as  well  he  might,  how  it  had 
happened,  that  no  foreign  bifonan,  or  poet,  bad  ever  made  mention  of  the  Mofaic  hws\  that  it  was: 
«  Becaufe  they  were  Venerable  and  of  divine  origin  Bat  what  is  all  this  to  the  pmpofe  ? 
It  was  here  question  only  of  the  laws  of  Mofes,  contained  in  the  Pentateuch,  not  of  the  hifto- 
rical  parts  of  the  Pentateuch ;  much  left  of  the  other  hiftorical  books ;  which  were  not  trank 
Jated  by  the  tranflatore  of  the  Pentateuch  j  and  to  which,  from  the  anfwer  of  Demetrius,  no 
condulion  can  be  juftly  drawn.  Suppofe,  then,  the  ftory  of  Demetrius  to  be  ever  ib  genuine; 
and  fuppofe  him,  alfo,  to  have  fpoken  the  general  language  of  his  contemporary  Jews,  namely 
that  the  Jams  of  Mofes  were  venerable  and  derived  from  God  ;  will  it  follow  that  their  hiftorians 
ware  all  divinely  infpired  ?  If  any  one  deem  fuch  an  inference  a  juft  one,  1  (hall  not  envy  him 
his  logic. 

Somewhat  more  explicit,  although,  in  my  opinion,  not  much  more  weighty,  is  the  teftk 
mony  of  Philo.  Philo  was  an  Hellenift  Jew  of  Alexandria;  who  teems  to  have  been  better 
acquainted  with  the  philofophy  of  Pythagoras  and  Plato,  than  with  the  nature  and  genius  of 
the  Hebrew  Scriptures ;  of  which,  perhaps,  he  had  no  knowledge,  but  through  the  medium 
of  a  Greek  verfion.— . At  any  rate,  he  had  little  or  no  critical  knowledge ;  but  had  very  high 
conceits  of  his  nation,  legjflator  and  laws  (which  he  was  amazingly  (bad  of  allegorifing  into 
moral  reveries),  and  wa3  at  Jeaft  as  credulous  as  Ariftxas  himfelf. 

This  Philo,  then,  undoubtedly  confidered  Mofes,  in  fome  fenfe,  divinely  infpired  both  as  a 
prophet  and  a  law-giver ;  but  it  is  not  fo  dear,  that  he  viewed  him  in  the  fame  light,  as  an 
hiftorian.  If  he  did,  he  w&  a  profane  temerarious  man ;  for  he  often  fuhftitutes  his  own  tinfel 
embroidery  for  the  plain  unadorned  narrative  of  the  (uppofed  infpired  writer ;  and  puts  not 

*  Aut  ra  rcpnjy  ttyou  ty  xau  ha  ha  yeyntu.  An ft.  id  cakcm  Jofeph.  real.  iL  p,  131.  ed.  Haracamp. 

f  Hat  Philo  did  not  comprehend  the  genius  of  the  Hebrew  writers,  to  me  appears  plain,  from  hu  confhntly  having 
recourte  to  refined  and  far  fetched  allegories,  to  explain  away  thar  literal  meaning;  which  he  temples  not  often  to  call 
ahford,  and  devoid  of  credibility :  whereas,  if  1m  had  been  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  more  ancient  Oriental  ftyle, 
he  would  have  fought  an  explanation  In  the  grote  conception*  of  a  rude  unpolifhed  people ;  who,  from  the  penury  of 
their  language  and  the  paucity  of  their  idea*,  were  under  the  needfity  of  exprdSng  themfelvca  by  bold  tropology,  and 
wildly  poetic  images. — -To  what  length*  Philo  carries  his  allegoric  mOata,  even  when  there  is  nothing  myfterioas*  no¬ 
thing  wonderful,  nothing  tropologies!  in  the  Text,  the  reader  can  hardly  conceive,  without  an  example. — On  the  plain 
and  fimpk  words :  **  Cain  having  converted  with  hu  wife,  tee  conceived,  and  bore  Henoch  t**  Gen.  4.  17  i  who  would 
cxpc&  to  find  the  following  interpretation  ?  A pant  earns  Jienropjv-a*  ftva,  vyna  yweuxa  i  Kan ;  ytyerif  yet£  e&  ftiaf 
sXAijf  [ura  ttjv,  is  ri;s  vteopxs  JwwAavificw,  £ oar,  a ygi  vw  /wpjrurai  ymuxas.  Bi  b  fyri  ns,  ateXpri  rw  Ksuv 
wrtKT)\vti7SU,  yw£i{  fa  anna  (I  follow  the  ecnjefruial  reading  of  Mangey),  xsu  favSsrcu'  r  its  y&f  byortpos  A  Jap. 
t^ayrytr^^eras  ttraya,  Ti  wr  xft  Asytiv  5  Toronto,  cunZes  hryuryAU,  utf  ya  siJfuu,  xaAw  1 \r  mp  ton  ayay- 

ptffur  nfaro;.  PhiL  De  Potentate  Cain,  red.  i.  p»  *31.  That  w,  in  tebftance,  Englite  reader:  Cain  could  have  no 
real  wife  to  converte  with :  for  we  read  of  no  other  woman  yet  extant  but  Hera.  Should  any  one  lay,  that  he  converted 
with  a  fifter,  the  aSertion  is  both  impious  and  falfc :  for  Motes  Introduces  Adam  begetting  daughters  at  a  later  period. 
What  then  mnft  we  Day  i  Why,  that  Cain's  wife  was  the  impious  tenet  he  held! — In  the  fame  manner  be  goes  through 
the  whole  ftory.  Cain  builded  no  real  town.  What  need  was  there  for  a  town,  when  a  little  cavern  was  quite  fuffident? 
Or  how  could  one  man  build  a  town?  Could  he  at  the  fame  time  cut  done  and  timber ;  forge  iron  and  brafc;  ralte 
walla  and  counter- walla  j  err<£l  courts,  porticos  and  temples,  &c.  See.  ?  This  i*  not  only  paradoxical,  fays  be,  hut  ex- 
cccds  all  credibility.  Better,  therefore,  explain  it  allegorically  and  lay,  that  Cain  budded  up  an  Impious  fyftem,  like  a 
city }  of  which  the  walls  are  fophifms ;  the  inhabitants  telle  retd  flagitious  phllofophera  j  the  law*  are  l&wicfj **Js,  tnjvftice, 
htUmpreaa,  (ntdootj,  dejperathn ,  and  all  the  other  Inordinate  and  unnatural  paffiomu— Such  was  the  city  budt  by  Cun  I 
■  .  tadiudha  vender- of  puerilities  is  the  great  Philo  J 

only 
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only  in  the  mouth  of  Mofes,  but  even  in  the  mouth  of  Mofes’s  Gob,  fpeeches  very  different 
from  thofein  the  Pentateuch.  Examples  may  be  found;  in  abundance;  in  his  Booh  of  the 
Life  of  Mofes ;  where  be  keeps  more  ciofely  to  the  thread  of  hi  (lory,  and  deals  lefs  in  alle¬ 
gory,  than  in  his  other  works. 

But  Philo  calk  not  only  the  Pentateuch;  but  feveral  other  books  of  Scripture  *,  Holy 
FFords,  Sacred  Writings,  Oracles  ;  and  their  authors,  fometimes  Prophets,  fometimes  Hierophants, 
and  fometimes  Entbujiafts;  which  his  tranllators  render  divinely  infptred. — True;  but  thde 
epithets  imply  not  neceflariiy,  nor  always,  a  divine  infpiration,  in  our  modem  theological 
acceptation  of  the  word.  Other  nations,  as  well  as  the  Jews,  had  their  Sacred  Letters ,  their 
Hieroglyphics,  and  their  Hierophants;  particularly  that  people  among  whom  Philo  lived ;  and 
Bern  whom,  in  the  opinion  of  very  learned  men,  the  Jews  borrowed  many  of  their  rites  and 
ceremonies. — Among  Chriffians,  even,  are  not  the  fame  or  limilar  epithets  liberally  be  flowed 
on  things  and  perfons,  that  have  no  claim  to  divine  infpiration  ?  Who  has  not  heard  of  Sacred 
Gefarean  Majefties,  Mojt  holy  Pontiffs,  Thrice-holy  Councils,  facred  vefiments,  f acred  images,  /acred 
relics ;  Oracles  of  Law,  Oracles  of  Eeafin ,  Orachs  of  Hornet  Mult  we  annex  ideas  of  divinity, 
or  divine  infpiration,  to  all  fiich  obje&s  ? — The  abufe  and  mifapplicatton  of  toms  has  ever 
been,  and  ever  will  be,  a  fertile  fonree  of  error :  and  no  terms  are  liable  to  be  more  milappHed 
and  abufed,  than  thofe  that  relate  to  religion  and  religious  worth  ip 

After  all  it  is  hard  to  fay,  what  Philo  means  by  divine  infpiration:  and  he  who  has 
read  his  works  with  attention,  and  compared  all  the  paflages  in  which  be  mentions  in- 
fpiration,  or  fome  fuch  thing,  and  confiders  his  great  propen fity  to  allegorize,  and  contemn 
the  letter  of  his  Scriptures  J ;  will  be  apt,  I  imagine,  to  conclude,  that  Philo’s  ideas 

of 

*  The  At  greater  part  of  Mo's  citation*  are  made  from  the  Pentateuch.  Of  the  other  books  of  Hebrew  Scripture 
he  quote*  Jothoah  but  once  ;  Judges  once,  l  Sam.  eight  time*,  j  King*  once ;  the  PCalm*  twenty-one  times,  Proverb* 
four  times,  I£uah  four  times  j  Ezekiel  once,  Hofeah  once,  Zachariah  once  :  the  other  bookh  not  at  all  j  unleia,  perhaps, 
the  fecotid  book  of  EUrae.  Thcfe  books  he  fometimes  quote*  without  epithets,  fometimes  with.  He  calls  the  Pfalmift, 
now  Gmply  Tlx  Hymn-vonter,  now  One  of  the  prophet  t,  and  now  a  Sootbfayer.  Samuel  he  palls  The  grealej  of  lungs  and 
prophets i  ICuah  he  calls  A  deliverer  of  oraela;  Jeremiah  a  Hierophant ;  Ezekiel  One  of  Mofefs  q/JheiaUt  /  and  the  author 
of  Proverbs  One  of  the  divine  choir, 

t  I  my fdf  met  with  a  curious  infianee  of  this  about  twenty  years  ago. — A  good  woman  had  been  won  over  from 
Popery  to  Pratedantifm,  not  by  any  rational  argument,  but  by  «n  artful  fcruplc  thrown  m  her  way,  by  her  zealous 
hnfijand.  **  Ye  call  the  Pope  his  Halinrf},”  laid  he :  «  What  impiety !  fox  is  it  not  laid  in  the  Holy  Scripture,  hom- 
«  HEU  TO  the  lord  f*-~The  woman  was  flruck  with  this  quotation  j  and  as  die  had  no  conception  of  the  relative 
flgriificatkro  of  words,  flie  readily  fdl  into  the  fnare,  sad  became  a  violent  Prefoyterian.  Her  parents  and  friends  be¬ 
wailed  her  apoftacy  *  and  with  tears  requeued  me  to  try  to  reclaim  her.  “  I  ilia  11  certainly  (peak  to  her,**  faid  I ; 
«  but  if  (he  have  confctentkmfly  changed  her  religion,  neither  ye  nor  I  have  any  right  to  condemn  her.M—  I,  accordingly, 
took  the  ftrft  opportunity  to  accoft  her;  and  Gmply  a  Iked,  Why  (he  had  left  the  Catholic  communion  ?  She  anfwrred 
without  heJitatfon,  It  was  becaufe  we  called  the  Pope  Hit  HoUnefs!  **  Is  that  all  (aid  I,  Trading ;  «  your  motive  is 
none  of  the  (bongeft :  the  title,  you  have  boggled  at,  u  a  mere  title  of  diftin&ion  $  not  annexed  to  the  perfon  of  the 
«  Pope,  but  to  his  high  fuuftion.  Thus  we  call  the  King  Hu  Sacred  Majeflyt  a  tide  far  more  augud  than  that  of  Hit 

«  Holmeft .  Bcfidcs,  are  not  we  aH  called  to  hoKnefc  by  the  word  of  Goo  ?  Be  ye  hdy,  becaufe  /  am  holy** - She  in- 

ftantly  felt  the  force  of  this  rcafooing,  and  returned  to  the  bo  fora  of  Old  Mother  Church. — How  many  convcrfrons  sod 
rc-cottverfions  may  have  been  made,  on  motives  as  fright  and  infignllicauit  l 

X  A  Gngnlar  example  occurs  in  hu  treat ife  That  the  Wvrfc  ufaaSy  layt  fnaret  for  the  Better*  We  read  in  the  book  oF 
Exodus,  %,  *3»  the  following  plain  word* :  w  After  many  days,  it  happened  that  the  king  of  Egypt  died  j  yet  (till  the 

**  children 
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of  divine  infpi ration  were  not  at  all  the  fame  with  thofe  which  we  have  been  taught  to  con- 
ctive  of  it. 

But  whatsoever  ideas  Philo  entertained  of  inipiratfon,  he  deals  it  about  him  with  a  lavifli 
hand.  He  afcribes  it  to  the  wicked  Balaam  as  well  as  to  the  pious  Mofes;  and  gives  it  to  both 
by  ftarts  and  fits he  afcribes  it  to  the  fcventy-two  tranfotors  of  the  Pentateuch  j  to  the 
ieniors  of  the  iynagoguc,  whom  he  calls  dbme  men;  nay,  be  afcribes  it  to  bimfelf  #. 

We  now  come  to  Jofephus, — Of  Jofephus  I  am  unwilling  to  fay  any  thing  uncivil  or  fe- 
vcre*  He  was  furely  a  learned  man,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  beft  hiftorian  the  Jewilh  nation 
ever  produced  ■,  efpecially  in  that  period  of  their  hiftory  which  touched  on  his  own  times,  and 
came  under  his  own  obfervation.  Yet  foil  Jofephus  was  a  bigoted  Jew,  extremely  partial  to 
every  thing  JudaicaJ,  and  with  refpeft  to  Hebrew  antiquities  not  much  lefs  credulous  than 
Philo :  and  although,  as  Cedrenus  bbferves,  he  had  not  the  fame  luft  of  lying  as  fome  of  bis 
countrymen,  yet  he  was  fond  of  the  marvellous,  and  bad  many  national  and  Pharifaical  preju¬ 
dices. 

Whethbb.  Jofepbus  coniidered  the  hiftorical  books  of  the  Jews  as  written  by  divine  inlpi- 
ration,  is  a  quefoon  not  eafily  to  be  decided.  In  his  firft  book  againft  Apion,  ch.  viii.  be  lays, 
that  the  Jews  of  bis  time  reckoned  only  twenty-two  books  of  tbeir  writings,  which  were  ju/ly 
believed  to  be  divine^  5  and  which  contained  die  hiftory  of  all  time,  from  the  creation  of  man 
to  the  reign  of  Artaxerxgs  :  that  their  hiftory,  after  that  period,  bad  not  the  fome  authority, 
becaufe  the  fuccefiion  of  prophets  was  lefs  clearly  afeertained.  He  elfewhere  calls  the  Jewilh 
feriptures  the  /acred  letters  £9  the  /acred  booh  (| :  but  we  have  leen  that  thefe  and  iiich-like  terms, 
©f  themfelves,  prove  notbibg  §. — On  the  other  hand,  if  Jofephus  confidered  even  the  hiftorical 
parts  of  the  Pentateuch  iffelf  as  divinely  infpired,  he  was  a  Ml  more  temerarious  man  than 
Philo :  for  he  deviates  from  them  for  more  eaormoafly.  He  indeed  tells  us,  both  in  his  pre¬ 
face,  and  in  his  condufioni  of  the  Jewilh  Antiquities,  that  he  wrote  his  hiftory  from  the  facred 
books,  without  adding  or  detracting :  hat  this  is  a  manifeft  foliehood,  if  the  focred  books  of  his 
day,  and  the  facrcd  books  of  the  prefen t  Jews,  were  the  feme. 

How  faithfully  he  copied  his  fuppofed  infpired  authors,  a  few  examples  will  {hew. — He  tells 
us,  that  not  only  the  ferpent  hut  all  the  other  animals  ipqke  the  fame  language  with  Adam 
and  his  wife,  and  lived  with  them  in  great  familiarity  ^  — That  Adam  forefeeing  a  douhle  dc- 
ftrti&ion  of  all  things,  one  by  fire  and  another  by  an  inundation  of  water,  etwfted  two  columns, 
one  of  brick  and  the  other  of  ftooe;  in  which  he  inferibed  the  inventions  which  bad  heen  made 
in  his  days-  that  they  might  be  fefely  transmitted  to  pofterity :  and  that  one  of  thofe  columns 

u  children  of  Ifracl  groaned  under  their  flavery.”— -But,  no,  lay*  Philo ;  that  could  not  be ;  they  would  rather  rejoices 
and  the  rending,  if  taken  literally,  U  ahfurd  j  Ufa*  fter  to  auXeyor  s— and  then  he  Cedes  its 

txjpfamatkm  m  a  pitiful  allegory.  See  voh  u.  p,  204.  of  the  had  edition  of  Stniburg ;  or  vol.  i.  p.  a  t6.  of  Mangey's 
edition. 

a  Hjswira  h  wwt  xcu  frtwS&urrtfw  hoyev  tux^x  'WfflS  ff«}r,  auAviaf  ra  ooXXjz  foAipcrtiabcu,  xai  vsepi  m  ow 
v A  jutrrmntfau  Be  Cherubim,  vol.  it.  p.  1$.  dot.  f<L— npud  Manger,  wL  i.  p.  143. 

f  To.  faailwf  toa  mnrivpA.  %  Ta  hfa  ygapjaartx.  fl  'At  Upa>  £#SX«. 

5  Clement  of  Alexandria  abufes  moft  egregitmJDy  the  term  ;  «  The  fkcred  letters,”  fay*  he,  «  art  truly  fuch ;  frnce 
**  they  fim&ify  and  Jtifj  t  Uf  Mfo i»m  xcu  &tvwuaurrcu,f  Admon.  ad  Geotea,  p.  5 6.  A.  ed.  Sylburg. — But  this  exagge¬ 
rative  language  warns  us  doc  to  take  words  of  that  kind  in  a  drift  theological  meaning :  for  Curdy  no  one  wd  prtfume 
to  lay  that  the  leftureof  thofe  facred  writings  turns  men  into  gods. 

4  Ant.  Jud.  L  i.  c.  1.  v.  4.  ed.  Havere&mp. 
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ftill  exifted  *. — That  Abraham,  while  in  Egypt,  taught  that  nation  the  fdences  of  arithmetic 
and  aftrology ;  to  which  before  his  arrival  they  were  Grangers 

He  often  puts  in  the  mouths  of  his  perfbnages  fpeeehes  of  his  own  coining.  He  makes 
Abraham’s  fervant  pa/  a  fine  Greek  compliment  to  Rebeka ;  who  is  not  much  behind  him  in 
her  reply  He  makes  Abraham  himfelf,  when  about  to  facrifice  his  fon,  addrefs  him  in  the 
following  monnert  “  O  fon  !  having  from  God  obtained  thy  birth,  by  a  myriad  of  prayers,  1 
«  have  omitted  no  care  in  bringing  thee  up  ;  and  ftiould  deem  it  my  greateft  bappinefs  to  fee 
«  thcc  arrive  atmanhood ;  and,  at  my  death,  to  leave  thee  fucceflbr  to  my  domain.  But  fince, 
« through  the  will  of  God,  I  am  thy  father ;  and  fmee  to  him  I  muft  again  refign  thee;  ge- 
«  neroirfly  fuffer  this  Verification.  I  yield  thee  up  to  God,  who  exacts  from  us  this  honour, 
«  for  having  been  my  moft  bountiful  prote&or  and  helper,”.  &c. — To  this  the  fon  returns  a 
moft  pious  anfwer  of  perfedt  refignation,  which  the  curious  reader  may  fee  in  the  place  marked 
below  ||, 

He  Games  fpeeehes  not  only  for  the  patriarchs,  but  for  God  himfelf.  Hear  only  how  he 
makes  him  talk  to  Jacob  at  Bethel,  on  his  journey  to  Mefopotamis :  « Jacob,  (fays  God)  fince 
“  thou  art  the  fon  of  an  excellent  father,  and  of  a  grandfather  renowned  for  virtue,  it  becomes 
« thee  not  to  be  felicitous  about  the  prelent,  but  to  hope  for  better  days ;  for,  under  my  pro- 
u  te&ion,  an  abundance  of  good  things  awaits  thee.  It  was  l  who  brought  Abraham  out  of 
ft  Mefopotamia,  expelled  by  his  relations ;  and  who  rendered  your  own  father  confpjcuoos  for 
«  happinefs :  nor  will  I  make  thy  lot  worfe  than  theirs.  With  confidence,  then,  proceed  in  this 
*<  journey,  truftiog  to  my  dire&ion.  The  marriage  which  thou  meditateft  will  fucceed ;  and 
«  thou  fhalt  be  the  father  of  a  generous  race,  whofe  multitude  fha)l  be  without  number  j  and 
«  to  whom  and  their  pofierity  I  will  give  the  poflefllon  of  this  country,  both  land  and  fea,  all 
«  that  the  fun  overlooked),”  &c.  § 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  quote  all  the  infiances  of  his  abandoning  the  facred  Text,  and  in- 
ferting  his  own  Ltvian-tike  harangues,  in  lieu  of  the  Ample  narrative  of  his  originals 4-  It  is 
truly  hard  to  conceive  how  a  man,  perfuaded  that  all  and  every  part  of  the  books  called  Ca¬ 
nonical  Scripture  were  dilated  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  in  other  wards  divinely  infpired,  could 
take  the  licentious  liberty  of  mangling  and  mutilating,  altering  and  amplifying  them,  in  the 
manner  Jofephus  does.  I  am,  therefore,  inclined  to  think  that  Jofephus,  no  more  than  Philo, 
believed  his  facred  feriptures  to  be  divinely  infpired,  but  in  a  general,  vague,  and  undefined 
fignification ;  and  by  no  means  in  the  fenfe  of  our  fcholaftics. — But,  once  more,  granting  that 
Jofephus  as  well  as  Philo,  and  all  the  Jews  their  contemporaries,  held  the  whole  Hebrew  Canon 
to  be  infpired. in  all  its  parts;  fliould  that,  to  us  Chriftians,  appear  a  fatisfa&ory  proof  of  that 
being  really  the  cafe  ?  If  fo,  Chriftians  mail  be  credulous  beyond  credibility, — As  for  the  latter 

♦  AnU  Jud.  Li  c.  a.  N.  3.  f  Ant.  Jud.  L  i.  c.  8.  n.  a.  %  Ant.  JucL  L  L  c,  16.  M.  x» 

||  Ant.  Jud,  1 1  c,  13,  m.  3  &  4.  $  Ant.  Jud.  i.  i.  c.  19.  h.  J, 

4  See  the  manner  in  which  he  relates  the  Lntemcw  between  Jofeph  and  the  wife  of  Photiphif,  L  ii,  c.  4.  k».  2,  3, 
4,  and  5.— Pharaoh’s  difeourfe  to  Jofeph,  &.  c,  4,  K,  j — Judah’s  fpeech  to  Jofeph,  ib.  e.  6.  *.  8.— God’s  fpeech  to 
Amram,  1.  ii.  c.  9.  »-  3.  of  which  not  a  word  in  the  facrcd  books. — The  ridiculous  hiftoiy  of  Mofee’s  infancy,  ib.  c.  9, 
hh.  6  and  7.— Mofes’s  war  with  the  Ethiopians,  and  hk  marriage  with  their  king's  daughter,  ib.  c.  10.— His  fpeech  to 
the  Ifraclites  before  the  pa  ({age  of  the  Red  Sea,  L  ii.  c.  15.  N<  j. — His  fpeech  after  descending  from  Mount  Sinai,  !,  iff. 
c.  5.  n.  3.— Hia  fpeech  to  Korah,  L  iv.  c.  3.  n.  4.— His  prayer  to  the  Lord,  on  that  occafion,  ib.  c.  in.  s.  a.  Allthefe 
examples  are  taken  from  that  part  of  his  Antiquities,  that  conrefpoads  with  the  Pentateuch. 
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Taira  ad  ills,  and  the  frill  more  recent  Rabbies,  thole  retail  era  of  traditional  abfundities,  I  IhouM 
confider  it  as  an  affront  to  my  readers,  to  feek  to  prove  in  form,  that  their  tcftimony  ought  to 
be  in  no  eftimafion  in  the  eyes  of  a  rational  Chriftian. 

But  Chrift  himfelf,  and  h»  Apoftles,  bear  the  fame  teftimony  to  the  infpiration  of  the  Jewtfh 
Scriptures.  Where  ?  The  former  in  the  Gofpel  of  John,  ch.  v.  ver.  39,  when  to  the  Jews 
he  fays;  u  Ye  fearch  the  Scriptures,  becaufe  ye  think  that,  in  them,  ye  have  eternal  life 5  yet, 
“  although.they  bear  teftimony  for  me,  ye  will  not  come  to  me,  that  life  ye  may  have  I 
ftiould  wilh  to  know  by  what  mood  or  figure,  it  can  be  concluded  from  thefe  words,  that  Chrill 
thought  the  hiftorical  parts  of  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  divinely  infplred.  It  is  evident  that  be 
alludes  to  the  prophecies,  concerning  himfelf,  contained  in  thofe  writings ;  and  ufes  an  home- 
argument,  in  his  own  favour,  again  ft  the  unbelieving  Jews. — Add  this  is  called  a  proof,  that  he 
believed  all  their  Scriptures  to  be  divinely  infpired  ! 

Another  text  is  urged,  to  as  little  purpofe,  from  the  fecond  epiftle  of  Peter.  “  For  not  by 
*r  the  will  of  man  was  a  prophecy  ever  uttered ;  but  holy  men  of  Gob,  fpoke,  moved  by  a  holy 
“  fpirit  f” — Well,  holy  men  of  God,  moved  by  a  holy  fpirit,  fpoke  prophecies^Therefore* 
all  the  Hebrew  writings  are  divinely  infpired: — admirable  inference! 

But  the  apoftle  Paul,  at  le&ft,  the  great  doctor  of  the  Gentiles,  is  explicit  and  pointed  on 
thk  head :  for,  in  his  fecond  epiftle  to  Timothy,  ch.  iii,  ver.  16.  be  pofitivcly  declares  that  M  all 
“  Scripture  is  divinely  infpired.” — As  this  is  the  fheet-anchor  of  all  thofe  Chriftian  theologians 
who  defend  the  abfolute  and  'oniverfal  infpiration  of  the  Hebrew  writings,  it  will  be  necedary 
to  examine  it  with  a  more  minute  attention.  I  lhall,  therefore,  firft  give  the  whole  paffege,  as 
it  Hands  in  onr  prefent  Greek  copies ;  II a<rst  ygedPn  soe  £«*/]  "ftAifug  -zvpof  JiJWxaAs/srjy 

wpof  *tey%QYi  Ts-pos  eTrtmpQwriV,  wpg  'nsacUuxtt  ryv  sir  t  which,  in  our  vulgar  verikm,  is 

thus  rendered .  “  All  Scripture  if  given  by  infpiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine, 
w  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  inftru&ion  in  righteoufne&” — The  firft  remark  that  I  have  to 
make  oh  this  pafiage  is,  that  the  Kttle  word  in  Italics  is  not  in  the  original but  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  that  language  it  may,  and  ought  to  be  underftood  :  and  the  only  qneftkra  is,  where  it 
fhould  be  placed ;  whether  after  the  word  Scripture  or  after  God  ?  Now,  according  to  the  con- 
frru&JOn  of  the  prefent  text,  the  place  of  the  little  fubttantive  %erb  is  feemingly  determined  tjp 
be  after  Scripture.  But  1  am  convinced,  that  the  prefent  reading  is  not  the  genuine  reading, 
for  the  following  reafons  ; 

First,  the  copulative  x&i,  and,  which  alone  makes  for  the  prefent  reading,  is  wanting  in  all 
the  ancient  verfions,  except  the  j&thtoprc 

Secondly,  it  is  alfo  wanting  in  feme  Greek  copies,  ftill  extant ;  and  was  not  read  by  Cle¬ 
ment  of  Alexandria,  Theodoras  of  Mopfuefta,  nor  by  the  Latin  fathers  TertulUan,  Caffiodorrc, 
and  the  anonymous  authors  of  two  treatifes  afcribed  to  Cyprian  and  Ambrofe ;  all  of  whom 
feem  to  have  quoted  from  the  ancient  Italic  verfion. 

•  I  quote  my  own  verfion,  which  U  nearly  that  of  Wakefield:  the  Original  h,  'Egtwceff  y papist  ort  ufwif 

♦matt  rr  avroit  fayr  ait&uv  nai  nutreu  any  at  futpropefi  t ttft  tfura,  xai  (IsAart  v pf  tu,  fat 

•XV*- 

+  <hi  yap  arfyantov  iff  j  w<rrt  arfofqttHC  clW\  u*s»  vtytop&fQf  tiyutv  tXaXyrar  ayiot  ®tov 

«*$fa«Dw,  a  Pet.  a.  a  1, 

%  Syr.  For  every  writing,  written  ly  tit  Spirit,  it  vfcful,  &c,  Arab.  Every  writing,  drowfy  hfpirtd,  u  ufiful,  iSY. 
Copt.  Ail  writings,  infpirtd  by  God,  art  nftftd,  &c.  Lat.  Vulg.  -Every  writing,  tSwt wty  infpirtd,  it  "fif'd, 
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Th  i  bdlt,  tbe  confi ruction,  as  it  now  foods,  is  perplexed,  awkward, and  ungrammatical ;  as 
every  Greek  fcholar  xnuft,  at  firft  glance,  perceive.  Even  if  the  verb  «-i,  if,  werp  between 
ypP n  and  Siovvfvmt  fcripture  and  mfptred;  it  would  mgke  the  apoflle  write  an  ttbfprrirty ; 
namely,  tf  All  fcripture,  or  every  fcripture,  is  divinely  in^ired.” — Ay,  but  the  apofile  mpans 
only  aU,  or  every,  Hebrew  Scripture;  to  which  he  had  alluded  ip  the  preceding  verfe* ** — If 
he  expreflea  his  meaning  in  a  very  vague  and  uncouth  manner.  Jf  that  had  been  his  meaning, 
he  would,  in  all  probability,  have  ufed  a  different  phrafeoiogy :  he  would  have  laid :  wwai  yag 
ou  ypxtpai,  or  tr*i ret  yag  4  yp*£bj 5  or,  at  leaft,  one  or  other  without  yag\  for  there  »  not,  I 
think,  an  example,  not  only  in  the  writings  of  St.  Paul,  but  in  the  whole  New  Tefornent, 
where  the  Scriptures  at  large,  or  the  whole  body  of  Scripture,  is  exprefled,  or  alluded  to,  with¬ 
out  the  article ;  either  at  yp&$ea>  or  4  ypdpr\  *. 

There  is  only  one  way,  in  my  apprehenlion,  to  reconcile  to  fenfc  and  conne&toq  the  pre¬ 
fer!  t  reading  of  the  text ;  and  that  is,  by  tranflating  yjou  ajfo;  which  with  fome  draining  it  will 
bear :  but  then  the  meaning  will  be  equivalent  to  that  of  the  ancient  verfions  :  “  Every  fcrip- 
“  ture,  t vitcb  is  divinely  infpited,  if  alfo  ufeful,”  &c.  But  from  this  it  can  never  be  conclude!, 
that  all  and  every  part  of  the  Hebrew  writings  were  written  by  divine  inlpiration. — On  the 
whole,  then,  I  cannot  help  thinking  with  Grotius,  that  the  Syriac  tranlktor  has  well  expreffed 
tbe  meaning  of  the  apoftle ;  and  muff,  at  the  riik  of  being  accufed  of  papi/Hc  impiety^  by  tome 
modern  Roeber-f  or  Carpzovius,  tractate  the  paflage  thus;  «  Every  writing,  by  Gon  in- 
u  lpired,  is  fit  for  inffrudlion,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  education  in  righteoufnets.’F 

But  I  flop  not  here.  Let  my  verfion  be  deemed  a  faulty  verfion  ;  and  let  the  apoflle  be 
fuppofed  to  fey,  that  the  whole  JewHh  Canon  is  divinely  inljnred,  I  would  not  for  that  give  up 
my  opinion.  I  would  fey,  that  the  word  infptraiion  muff,  in  the  language  of  Paul,  have  a  dif¬ 
ferent  meaning  from  that  which  our  divines  have  affixed  to  it — or,  that  on  this  occafion,  as  on 
fome  other  Occafions,  he  {poke  the  prejudices  of  the  Jews — or  availed  himfelf  of  thole  preju¬ 
dices  to  enforce  his  dwftrine.-^-In  ftort,  I  would  fey  any  thing,  rather  than  believe,  even  on 
the  authority  of  Paul  that  evay  thing  recorded  in  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  was  dilated  by  a 
divine  unerring  Spirit.— After  reading  the  Hebrew  writings  tbemfekes,  and  finding  in  them, 
to  my  full  convidlion,  fo  many  intrinfic  marks  of  fallibility,  error  and  inconfiflency,  not  to  fay 
downright  abfurdity,  I  could  not,  to  ufe  the  empbatical  language  of  the  juft  mentioned  apoftle, 
believe  their  abfolute  infpiration,  were  an  angel  from  heaven  to  teach  it. 

•  The  four  examples  adduced  by  Ediua,  are  nothing  to  the  purpofe. 

t  See  hia  trad  De  mptdalt  pa$pka%  printed  at  Wrttembcrg  in  1644. 

$  It  has  DCTtr  yet  been  proved,  or  attempted  to  be  proved,  but  by  violent  induftion,  that  St.  Paul,  Or  any  other  of 
the  apoftlea  or  e  vangeUfls,  always  fpoke  and  wrote  by  inspiration  properly  lb  called.  No,  they  fpokc  and  wrote  from 
more  unexceptionable  doc  am  cuts :  from  wbst  they  had  fetn  with  their  own  eyes,  and  heard  with  their  own  ears  5  or 
what  they  had  learned  from  ear  and  eye  witndTes,  who  had  no  intcreft  or  temptation  to  deceive;  or,  in  fine,  what  was 
occa/iooally  communicated  to  them  by  immediate  revelation. — I  fliall  conclude  this  note  with  a  rery  fcnilblc  paflage  fruaj 
our  countryman  Dr.  Henry  Holden*!  Aaabfju  FtdA;  the  beft  fcholaftico-theologica]  trad  of  the  laft  century : — 

**  Dicendum  quod  aux ilium  fpedale,  divinitua  pneftitum  auftori  cujuflibet  fcrfpti,  quod  pro  vrrba  Dei  rccipit  ecddza, 

«  ad  ea  folummodo  fe  porrigat,  qua  vel  fint  pure  doftrualia,  vel  proximum  aliquem  aut  neceflarium  habeant  ad  do&ri- 
«  caiia  rtrfpedum :  in  its  verd,  qua:  non  funt  de  inftituto  ferip  ton's,  vel  ad  alia  referuotur,  eo  tantum  febfidto  Drum  DU- 
«  idfuiffe  judicamus,  quod  piifliiuis  extern  auftoribu*  commune  fit,”  Holden,  Anal,  Fidei,  lib.  i.  c.  y.  fed.  1. 
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After  this,  it  will  not  be  expelled,  that  I  fhould  lay  any  ftreft  upon  the  teftimony  of  the 
primitive  Chriftian  fathers.  Although  good  ami  pious  men,  they  were  m  general  veiy  credu¬ 
lous  i  and  too  apt  to  fwallow  Jewifti  tales.  So  late  as  the  fourth  century  it  was  their  common 
belief,  that  the  Greek  tranflators  of  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  wrote  under  the  immediate  guid¬ 
ance  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  and  even  the  aente  and  critical  Jerom  was,  againft  his  own  con¬ 
viction,  occasionally  obliged  to  acquiefcc  in  that  opinion  ;  or  to  expreft  himfelf  in  an  ambigu- 
ous  manner  concerning  it  *. 

But  do  I,  then,  really  clafs  the  Hebrew  hiftorians  with  Herodotus,  Thucydides,  livy,  Caeftr 
and  Salluft  ?  As  mere  hiftorians  I  certainly  do ;  or  rather  I  rank  them  fomewhat  lower  as 
mere  hiftorians.  I  am  very  far  from  disregarding  the  Hebrew  writers  :  I  have  carefully  per- 
ufed  them,  and  know,  I  think,  to  appreciate  their  value  (and  I  value  them  not  the  left,  be- 
caufe  I  deem  them  not  divinely  infpired) ;  but,  l  confefs,  I  find  not  in  them  that  elegance, 
correct n eft  and  lucid  order  which  I  find  in  the  Greeks  and  Romans. 

It  would,  indeed,  be  unfair  to  weigh  them  in  the  fame  foale.  The  Hebrew  hiftorians  have 
a  greater  refemhlance  to  Homer  than  to  Herodotus,  and  to  Herodotus  than  to  Thucydides. 
To  the  firft  of  thefe  writers  they  in  many  refpe&s  bear  a  ftriking  fimilitude  like  him,  they 
are  continually  blending  real  fa<fts  with  fanciful  mythology,  aferibing  natural  events  to  fuper- 
natural  caufes,  and  introducing  a  divine  agency  on  every  extraordinary  occurrence.  The  fame 
fimplicity  of  narration,  the  lame  profufion  of  metaphors,  the  fame  garrulous  tautology  pervade 
them  both  ;  in  both  we  infect  with  a  poetical  hjloryi  “  the  effufion  of  a  warm  imagination, 
“  tracing  with  boldnefs  inaccurate  refemblancea  between  the  operations  of  nature  and  the  petty 
u  artifices  of  men 

Let  me  now  point  out  d  few  of  the  advantages  that  would  be  derived  from  adopting  the 
dodrine  of  partial  and  putative  infpiration,  which  1  have  been  contending  for. 

In  the  firft  place,  then,  by  conceding  to  the  adverfaries  of  relight),  that  the  Jewifh  hifto¬ 
rians  were  not  more  infallible  than  other  biflorians,  we  divert  thofe  adverfaries  of  their  moft 
formidable  offenfive  weapons,  and  oblige  them,  at  leafl,  to  change  their  inode  of  attacking. — 
What  force  would  all  the  erudition  of  Freret,  the  fenfe  of  Bolingbroke,  tbe  wit  of  Voltaire,  the 
feurriiity  of  Boulanger,  the  declamations  of  Diderot  or  the  ftrcafms  of  Paine,  have  againft  an 
Jpology  for  the  Bible,  founded  on  my  principles  ?  Without  being  prefumptuous,  I  may  fay, 
that,  I  think,  1  could,  on  my  principles,  refill  their  united  attacks:  whereas,  truly,  1  cannot  fee, 
bow  I  could  ftand  before  them  on  the  common  hypothefes  of  abfblute  and  plenary  infpiration. 
— Others  may,  poffibly,  be  equal  to  fiich  Herculean  talks ;  but  l  candidly  acknowledge  my 
difability. 

In  the  fecood  place,  we  ihould  get  rid  of  a  vaft  and  cumbcrfome  load  of  ufeleft  commen¬ 
tators.  .  We  ihould  no  more  need  an  endlefs  tribe  of  HarmoniJU,  Conciliators,  Dudores  dubi- 
lanftum,  ^ntiologifis,  &c.  which  only  ferve  to  puzzle,  when  they  profeft  to  explain:  and  biblical 

«  Srt  hi*  Preface  to  Chronicle*. 

|  Madame  Dacter  hu  indoftrioufly  coUe&ed  pafiagts  in  Homer,  fimOar  to  thole  in  the  Hebrew  writing*  t  but  the 
fubjed  it  sot  yet  exhaufted*  and  merit*  a  more  critical  and  philofcphk  pen. 

5  Okrty’*  PjnAxj,  p.  350. 
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critic! ftn  would  be  reduced  to  one  (ingle  obje&  ;  namely,  to  afccrtain  the  genuine  grammatical 
meaning  of  a  genuine  text. 

Thirdly,  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  would  be  marc  generally  read  and  ftudted,  even  by 
fadironable  fchdars ;  and  the  many  good  things  which  they  contain,  more  fairly  eftnnated. 
For  what  chiefly  deters  the  fons  of  fcience  and  philolbphy  from  reading  the  Bible,  and  profit¬ 
ing  of  that  lecture,  but  the  (tumbling-block  of  abfolute  infpiratton ;  which,  they  are  told*  the 
only  key  to  open  their  treasures  ?  Were  the  lame  books  prefeoted  to  them  as  human  compe- 
fitions,  written  in  a  rode  age,  by  rude  and  unpolHhed  writers,  in  a  poor  uncultivated  language; 

1  am  perfuaded  that  they  would  foon  drop  many  of  their  prejudices,  difcover  beauties  where 
they  had  expe&ed  nothing  but  blemifhes,  and  become,  in  many  cafes,  of  fcoffera,  admirers. 
In  the  Hdwew  Scriptures,  they  will  find  a  wifer  legillation,  a  founder  theology  and  a  purer 
morality,  than  io  any  other  works  of  antiquity  prior  to  the  Cbriftian  difpenfetion. — They  yill 
find  in  the  Hebrew  biftorians  a  ruftic  fimplicity,  that  will  feldom  offend ;  iu  their  poets  a 
grand  though  grotefque  imagery  that  cannot  difpleafe,  and  a  bold  figurative  ftyle  that  often 
rifes  to  the  fablime;  and  in  their  prophets,  properly  lo  called,  a  majeftie  dignity  peculiar  to 
tberofeives. 

It  is  true,  they  will  meet  with  an  incredible  number  of  prodigies,  which  they  need  not  liter 
rally  believe  ;  and  a  tnoft  frequent  interpofition  of  the  Deity  and  his  agents,  which  H  is  not 
neccflary  to  admit ;  and  which  a  flight  acquaintance  with  the  genius  of  the  eaftero  nations  and 
their  idioms  will  readily  enable  them  to  explain.  In  truth,  a  great  number  of  paflages  in  the 
Hebrew  writings  appear  inexplicable,  and  fometimes  ridiculous,  only  from  their  being  aferibed 
to  the  Spirit  of  Goi> ;  as  1  (hall  often  have  occafion  to  Ibew  in  my  Critical  Remarks. 

As  this  important  fubjedl  of  Scripture-in fpiration  will  be  amply  difeufled  in  my  General  Pre - 
jaeet  I  Audi  fay  no  more  of  it  at  prelent:  but  proceed  to  give  a  concife  account  of  the  contents 
of  this  volume ;  which,  according  to  our  common  chronology,  comprifes  the  biftory  of  the 
Israelites  for  a  period  of  83a  years ;  that  is,  from  the  death  of  Jolhuah  to  the  Babylonilh  cap-; 
livity.  This  biftoiy  has  been  divided  by  the  latter  Jews  into  feven  books.  The  firft  they  call 
the  book  of  Judges  *,  from  magiftrates  of  that  name,  who  occafioflally  governed  them,  during 
a  period  of  349  years.— The  reader,  however,  muft  not  imagine,- that  tliofe  judges  were  fu- 
preme  rulers  over  all  the  nation,  like  Jofliuah  and  Mbfes ;  or  that  they  fuepeeded  one  another 
in  a  regular  feries.  They  were,  for  the  rooft  part,  temporary  and  local  deliverers ,  whom,  in 
the  Scripture-Gyle,  God  raifed  up,  from  time  to  time,  to  refeue  his  people,  or  a  portiou  of  his 
people,  from  the  various  feryitudes,  by  which,  on  account  of  their  tranfgreffions,  they  were  op- 
prefted  by  the  neighbouring  nations. 

Indeed,  after  the  death  of  Jolhuab,  there  feems  to  have  been,  among  them,  no  regular  go¬ 
vernment,  no  political  fubordination,  no  legal  control :  “  every  one  did  wfrat  was  right  in  his 
“  awn  eyes.4* — The  excellent  laws  of  Mofes  were  no  longer  regarded ;  his  admonitions  were 
negle&ed,  and  Bis  menaces  defpifed.  The  obfeene  p radices  of  the  Chanaanites  had  a  (Ironger 
attraction  for  a  grofsly  carnal  people,  than  their  own  Leviiical  ritual ;  and  the  worlbip  of  Baal 
and  Afhtharoth  was  preferred  by  them  to  that  of  Jehovah.  To  the  idolatry  of  the  Cha- 

*  Sopbtis,  or  Svfiaj  f  the  wry  Jane  name,  which  the  CwthaginiaM,  a  Phoenician  colony,  gave  to  their  fupreme  ms- 
giflratcB.  See  Livy,  L  97.  c.  27. 
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naanitce  they  added  that  of  the  ZidoniaM,  Syrians,  Ammonites  and  Moabites;  they  adored 
t(  the  whole  holl  of  the  heavens and  committed  all  the  abominations  which  attended  the 
wortbip  of  thole  profane  deifles. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  during  all  this  period,  the  numerous  tribe  of  Judah  is  little  heard  of. 
Except  in  one  great  enterprife  to  reduce  the  fouthem  Chanaanites  *,  and  in  the  general  con- 
fpiracy  agamft  the  Benjaminites  they  are  hardly  mentioned.  Of  the  twelve  or  thirteen 
judges,  named  in  this  book,  only  two  were  Judahites.*— 1 The  houfe  of  Jofeph,  that  is,  the  tribes 
of  Ephraim  and  Manafleb,  are  they  who  appear  the  mod  conspicuous  on  the  feenee  of  a6Uon  : 
and,  Indeed,  they  had  already  become  a  formidable  rival  to  the  houfe  of  Judah,  and  bad  a  fu- 
perior  influence  over  all  the  northern  tribes :  a  circumflance  that  not  a  little  contributed  to 
their  total  reparation  at  a  future  period, 

A*tbr  the  death  of  Samfon,  the  laft  of  the  Judges,  mentioned  in  the  book  of  that  name, 
the  nation,  or  at  lead  a  great  part  of  the  nation,  feem  to  have  been  governed  by  the  high-prieft 
Eli  and  his  two  fons.  Thefe  were  i€  lawlefi  men,  who  regarded  not  the  Lord,  nor  the  duty 
“  of  priefts  toWaid  the  people  J but,  by  their  extortions  and  other  crimes,  diigufled  them 
from  the  public  worfhip  s  and  although  they  were  reproved  by  their  aged  father,  they  Itflened 
not  tb  hU  reproof.— In  the  book  of  Judges  there  is  no  word  of  Eli  or  hifa  ions'}] :  all  that  we 
know  of  them,  is  from  the  flrfr  book  of  Samuel:  and  their  hiflory  there  feeiris  to  be  introduced 
fas  a  prelude  to  the  appearance  of  Samuel,  as  a  judge  and  a  prophet :  and  hence  this  book,  and 
the  fucceedtng  one,  are  denominated  the  books  of  Samad, 

Samubl,  it  would  appear,  became  the  foie  and  fupTeme  judge  of  Ifrael :  and  during  his  ad- 
miniflration  of  jufUce,  the  Ifraelites  feem  to  have  been  contented  and  happy.  But  when,  grow¬ 
ing  old,  he  appointed  his  ions  to  fuppiy  his  place ;  their  behaviour  foon  made  that  fort  of  go¬ 
vernment  fb  odious  to  the  people,  that  they'damoroufly  demanded  a  king.«“AIthough  this  de¬ 
mand  dftjrieaffed  Samuel,  and  is  faid  to  have  alfb  dHpleafed  the  Lord  ;  yet  the  Lord  defires 
Samuel  to  grant  their  requeft  § :  warning  them,  however,  at  the  tame  time,  of  the  change  they 
Were  to  make,  and  of  the  nature  of  that  government,  which  they  wiflied  to  have, — -The  corre& 
but  frightful  pi&urt  of  delpotic  power,  which  Samnel,  infiruded  by  the  Lord,  makes  on  this 
occafien  -f  >  could  not  deter  the  Ifraelites  from  their  purpofe :  a  king  they  will  have,  and  a  king 
they  at  length  obtain.— He  was  chofen  by  lot,  and  the  lot  fell  upon  Saul,  of  a  mean  family  of 
the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  but  of  a  goodly  appearance  and  gigantic  fize. 

Sadi,  Teems  to  have  been  a  brave  and  valiant  man,  who  n  fought  againft  all  the  enemies  of 
*c  his  people ;  and  delivered  them  from  their  plunderers  V*  But  he  fell  into  difgrace  for  his 
difobedience  to  the  Lord’s,  that  is  Samuel's,  order  to  extirpate  the  Amalekites  f ;  and  David, 

the 

*  Jud.  <A.  t.  f  Jud.  ch-  30.  J  i  Sam.  a.  12,  13, 17,  ay. 

|  The  dMHoa  of  the  books  of  Hebrew  Scripture,  as  wdl  as  of  the  chapters  and  verfes,  is  arbitrary,  and  often  im¬ 
proper.  The  took  of  Jk 4get  (hould  have  concluded  with  the  feventh  clupter  of  :  Sam.  when  the  people,  demanded  and 
obtained  a  king :  and  the  to  the  rad  of  a  Kings,  fhould  have  been  called  the  hoi  or  books  of  Kings  :  u,  indeed,  they 
were  originally  called ;  but  the  celebrity  of  Samuel  indued  the  latter  Jews  to  denote  two  whole  books  by  his  name  ; 
although  his  death  is  related  before  the  end  of  the  firft  book. 

I  I»  the  prophecy  of  Hofeah,  he  is  laid  to  have  “  granted  them  a  ting  in  his  wrath.”  Sec  HoC  ij.  ji. 

+  Sec  2  Sam.  8.  10 — 19.  *  1  Sam.  14.  47, 48. 

t  Samuel  is,  .by  the  jewifh  triitovian,  made  to  talk  in  the  name  of  theLoao—  Buti  O  God  of  jtt&ice,  coulddl  thou, 

then. 
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the  youngcft  ion  of  a  Bethlehem ite,  was  fecretly  anointed  king  in  haftead^— Yet  he  reigned 
forty  years ;  and  was  at  laft,  in  a  battle  with  the  PhililBnes,  Bain  by  hu  own  h*nd ;  that  he 
might  not  fall  by  the  hand  of  the  enemy.  *■*  1  - 

David  was  now  proclaimed  king  by  bis  own  tribe,  the  tribe  of  Judah;  over  whom  he 
reigned,  at  Hebron,  feven  years  t  while  the  other  tribes  in  general  Bill  adhered  to  the  hoo&of 
Saul  ;  whofe  fon  Iflibofheth  they  had  made  their  king.  The  refeotment  of  one  man,  Abner, 
the  general  of  his  army,  transferred  bis  crown  to  the  head  of  David,  who  thus  became  foie  fo* 
rereign,  and  reigned  over  all  Ifroel,  at  Jerufalem,  thirty-feven  years. 

His  reign  Wa$  a  fetne  of  almoft  continual  and  fhcce&fai  war.  Betide  qoa&ung  two  dangers 
bus  rebellions,  he  had,  before  bis  death,  made  all  the  forrounding  nations  tributaries  oralta; 
and  had  extended  the  Hebrew  empire  to  the  limits,  which  had  been  promifed  to  Abraham* 
He  is  faid,  in  the  Scripture,  to  have  been  (S  a  man  according  to  Gods  own  heart but  this  is 
no  more  than  an  oriental  exaggeration;  and  cannot  without  impiety  be  ftridUy  underftood. 

He  was  facceeded  by  his  tenth  fon,  Solomon  • ;  fo  denominated  from  his  peaceful  reign.— 
,fThe  building  of  a  fpacious  temple,  and  a  magnificent  palace,  by  this  monarch,  forms  a  remark¬ 
able  aara  in  the  Jewifh  hiflory  :  and  his  riches  and  wifdom  became  proverbial  over  all  the  eaft. 
This,  indeed,  was  the  zenith  of  the  Hebrew  empire  ;  which  continued  ever  after  to  dediae, 
until  it  was  totally  overthrown  by  the  kings  of  Babylon. — But  Solomon’s  wifdom,  great  as  it  was, 
prcferved  him  not  from  falling  into  idolatry.  His  foreign  wives  feduced  his  heart,  and  perverted 
his  underftaoding  i  and  altars  were  ere&ed  by  him,  in  the  midft  of  Jerufalem,  &  Checstolh^ 
Moloch -find  other  ftrange  gods.  This  is  laid,  by  his  hiftorian,  to  have  fo  irritated  the  Loro 
again il  him,  that  .be  threatened  him  with  the  lots  of  a  great  part  of  his  kingdom ;  although  sot 
in  his  own  days,  u  for  the  fake  of  his  father  David  but  in  the  days  of  his  fon. 

The  truth  is,  the  high  and  burtbenfome  taxes  which  he  had  laid  upon  the  people  for  bis  ex* 
penfive  buildings,  had  made  him  extremely  obnoxious  to  the  northern  tribes,  and  paved  the 
way  for  a  revolt,  whenever  a  proper  occafkm  (hould  prefent  itfelf. — This  occafion  was  not  long 
wanting.  His  fon  and  fuccefior,  Rehoboam,  milled  by  juvenile  counfellors,  of  bis  own  age, 
inftead  of  promifing  to  alleviate  the  people’s  burthens,  and  redrefe  their  grievances,  anfwered 
them,  in  the  language  of  a  tyrant :  **  My  little  forger  is  heavier  than  my  father's  loins  5  my  fe- 
**  ther  haded  you  wkh  a  heavy  yoke,  I  will  make  it  yet  heavier;  my  father  chaftifed  you  with 
«  fcourges,  I  will  chaftife  you  with  foorpions  The  natural  conference  of  this  rath  and 
imprudent  anfwer  was  the  immediate  feparatiem  of  ten  whole  tribes  from  the  houie  of  David ; 
and  the  eflablithment  of  a  new  kingdom- at  Sicbem  s  henceforward  denominated  the  kingdom 
oflfrael;  in  contradiftin&iQn  to  that  of  Judah,  which  continued  in  the  pofleffion  of  David’s 
pofterity. 

The  firft  king  of  Ifrael  was  Jeroboam,  who  is  depicted  as  a  moil  wicked  man  ;  and  the  pro¬ 
totype  of  all  the  wicked  kings  who  facceeded  him.  Thefe  were  in  number  eighteen  }  the  laft 
of  whom,  Hofheah,  was,  with  all  the  principal  Ifrael  it  es,  carried  captives  into  Aflyria,  by  Shal* 

tben,  hare  gwa  the  fanguinnry  injunction  to  deftroy,  without  mercy  and  without  exception,  a  whole  unoffending  nation, 
men,  women  and  children,  for  a  crime,  real  or  fuppofed,  committed  by  their  ancestor*  four  hundred  year*  before  ? 
CrtdtA  Judauf  AptUal 

•  Io  Hebrew  nt&W  which  the  Maforite*  pronounce  Shtlvmo  or  Silo no.  It  figrn&ca  jxauful  prvfprriij. 

1  King*,  IS*  14. 
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maoaiar ;  and  the  cities  of  Ifracl  peopled  with  Chutbitcs  and  other  colonics  from  the  Euphrates. 
Thus  ended  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  after  a  period  of  244  years. 

That  of  Judah,  under  a  fucceftion  of  twenty  kings,  including  Rehoboam,  lafted  more  than 
a  century  longer ;  when  Zedekiab,  its  laft  foveretgri,  was  carried  captive  into  Babylon  by  Nabu- 
chadnezar;  fo  that  the  royal  feeptre  remained  in  the  hands  of  David  and  his  progeny  tor  fome- 
what  more  than  450  years. 

The  biftoiy  of  thofe  kings  is  alternately  recorded,  partly  in  the  two  books  of  Samuel,  but 
chiefly  in  the  two  books  of  Kings. — But  who  were  the  authors  of  thofe  books,  and  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  book  of  Judges,  is  a  queflion  of  pure  conjecture.  All  that,  to  me,  appears  to  be  cer¬ 
tain,  or  highly  probable,  is,  that  they  were  compiled,  or  reduced  into  their  prelent  form,  either 
after,  or  during,  the  Babylonith  captivity.— But  I  rauft  here  again  refer  to  my  General  Preface. 

The  books  of  Kings  are,  in  our  prefent  arrangement  of  the  Hebrew  Scriptures,  followed  by 
the  two  books  of  Chronicles  ;  called  by  tbe  Jews  The  Words  y  or  TranfaSiom,  of  the  Days  * ;  by 
the  Greeks  Parahpomena ;  or  Things  omitted  in  other  books. — The  firft  nine  chapters  of  the  firft 
book  of  Chronicles  contain  imperfedt  and  confufed  genealogies  of  the  different  tribes  of  Jfraet ; 
and  of  their  progenitors,  from  Adam.  The  remainder  of  the  firft,  and  the  whole  of  the  fecond 
book,  is,  for  the  moft  part,  a  repetition  of  the  books  of  Kings,  in  as  far  as  Judab  is  concerned  : 
for  the  kings  of  Ifrael  are  only  incidentally  and  occafionally  mentioned.— It  was  once  my  de- 
fign  to  incorporate  the  hiftqrical  parts  of  Chronicles  into  tbe  text  of  Kings,  or  to  make  them 
run  in  parallel  columns  ♦.  aqd  I  now  regret  that  I  did  not  purfue  ray  defign.  By  that  mean, 
the  reader  would  have  had  the  hiftoiy,  with  all  its  variations,  under  his  view  at  once  j  and  not 
been  under  tbe  neceflSty  of  running  from  book  to  book  for  the  purpofe  of  comparing. 

After  Chronicles  I  bava  placed  tbe  little  pleafant  ftoay  of  Ruth  5  as  belonging  to  this  pe¬ 
riod  of  JewUh  hiftory :  but  which,  if  David  had  never  attended  the  throne,  would  moft  proba¬ 
bly  never  have  been  written* 

I  meant  alfo  to  have  comprehended  other  two  books  in  this  volume ;  namely,  Ezrab  and 
Nehemiah.  But,  betide  that  this  was  impracticable,  without  fweliing  the  volume  to  too  great 
a  fize ;  I  confidered,  that  tbe  Babylonith  captivity  made  an  sera  in  the  Jewifti  annals  >  and  that 
the  Jewifti  hiftoiy  from  that  period,  contained  m  tbofe  two  books,  and  the  other  historical  books 
called  Apocryphal,  would  furnifti  matter  fufficient  for  a  feparate  volume;  I  therefore  deemed  it 
better  to^ftop  here,  and  referve  the  reft  for  another  occafion«f-. 

Intermingled  with  the  biftoiy  contained  in  the  prefent  volume,  are  three  or  four  pieces  of 
poetry.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  the  Song  of  Dehora,  Jud.  v.  one  of  tbe  moft  beautiful  odes,  in  my 
•eftimation,  that  ever  were  written  ;  and  not  inferior  even  to  that  of  Mofcs  after  the  paftage  of 
tbe  Red  Sea.  It  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  composition  of  Debora  herfelf ;  and  this  is  not  at  all 
improbable :  bnt,  whoever  was  its  compofer,  there  is  certainly  no  mark  of  divine  in- 
fpiration  in  it  No ;  the  divine  Spirit  could  not  have  inured  tbe  poetefs,  or  poet,  to  extol 
-Jael  as  the  moft  blefled  of  women,  for  one  of  the  bafeft  deeds  that  man  or  woman  can  com¬ 
mit  :  enticing  by  honeyed  words  a  fugitive  general  into  her  tent,  and  murdering  him  while  he 
was  &ft  alleep  !  Yet  our  Tbeologifts  have  no  hefitatton  in  eferibing  this  to  the  Holy  Ghoft  I 

«  fciWr  ml  Dibre-baiartm. 

t  That  ifl,  after  I  haw  published  the  Prophet*,  and  the  Poetical  and  Sapiential  Book*. 
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The  fccond  is  the  tong  of  Hanna  *  ;  a  pretty  hymn  of  gratitude,  patched  up  out  of  dif¬ 
ferent  leraps  of  Holy  “Writ ;  and  from  which  the  Magnificat  of  Mary,  in  Luke,  is  partly  bor¬ 
rowed. 

The  third  is  David’s  pathetic  elegy  on  the  death  of  Saul  and  Jonathan  -f* :  which  always  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  the  moft  beautiful  compaction  of  its  kind ;  and  far  fuperior  to  any  thing  that  the 
Eaft  has  ever  produced. 

The  ihort  lameotattoa  on  the  death  of  Abner  may  aid)  be  called  a  bit  of  poetry. 

The  la  ft  poetic  piece  in  this  volume  is  the  ptalm  of  thanftgtvmg'compoied  by  Da?wTj|t  and 
which  is  in  (hbfiance  the  fame  with  Plain*  xviii«j  tty  which  .  may  be  added,  the  lalt  words  of 
David,  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  chapter. 

Two  other  Ipecies  of  writing  are  found  in  this  volume ;  the  Enigma  or  Riddle ;  and  the 
Apologue  or  Fable  in  the  maimer  of  Efop. — Of  the  former  we  have  only  one  example;  that 
of  Samfon  to  his  mamage-guefts  § ;  of  the  latter  two  ;  that  of  Jotbam  4-,  and  that  fhorter  one 
of  Joalh  lung  of  Ifrael  *. 

The  prayer  of  Solomon,  at  the  dedication  of  the  temple,  is  a  model  of  the  precatory  ftyle ; 
compofed  with  great  care,  and  by  no  means  unworthy  of  the  high  charadler  of  its  wile  author. 

Such  are  the  general  contents  of  the  volume  which  I  now  prelent  to  the  Public;  and  which, 
1  hope,  the  Public  wiU  receive  with  the  fame  indulgence,  that  was  (hewn  to  the  preceding  one. 
— Not  that  the  preceding  volume  has  palled  without  cenfure :  that  was  not  to  be  looked  fort 
but  I  am  happy  to  find,  that  my  cenforers  are  not  very  numerous,  nor  very  formidable.  Such 
of  their  ftridlures  as  merit  any  degree  of  attention,  lhall  be  adverted  to  in  my  Critical  Remarks: 
the  greater  part  are  beneath  my  notice. 

To  my  learned  friends  and  correfpondenta,  at  home  and  abroad,  I  owe  many  thanks ;  but  as 
I  trull  their  favours  are  not  yet  exhaufted,  I  Ihali  delay  ray  acknowledgements,  until  I  have 
completed  my  labours ;  but  there  is  one  gentleman,  lately  deeeaffcd,  to  whom  I  cannot  now 
withhold  my  tribute  of  gratitude.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Stephen  Street,  a  Ihort  time  before  his 
death,  lent  to  me  many  valuable  remarks  in  an  interleaved  copy  of  my  firffc  volume;  together 
with  his  notes  on  Bifhop  NewcoroeY  Minor  Prophets.  I  hope  that  his  widow  and  relations 
will  confider  this  as  a  fmall  teftimony  of  my  refpe#  for  his  memory. 

I  am  fenfible  an  apology  is  due  to  my  Subforibers,  for  the  very  long  delay  of  the  publication 
of  this  volume.  The  caufes,  which  have  been  various  and  manifold,  it  is  needlefe  to  rehearte : 
fulfice  it  to  fay,  that  they  were  unavoidable.  I  trull  they  will  not  return,  and  that  the  fobfe- 
quent  volumes  will  appear  in  a  more  regular  feries,  The  volume  of  Critical  Remarks, 
correfponding  with  the  Text  of  the  two  volumes  already  printed,  will  be  put  to  the  prefi  im¬ 
mediately  ;  and  will,  I  expert,  be  fit  for  publication  about  Chriitmas. 

As  every  volume  ought,  in  fome  meafure,  to  be  complete  in  itfclf,  I  lubjoin  the  Tables  of 
Symbols  and  Abbreviations ,  that  are  ufed  in  the  Text  and  Notes. 

•  x  Sam.  x,  r— xo.  f  i  Sana,  t .  18— atf.  $  x  Sara.  3.  jj,  34.  ||  a  Sam. 

$  Jud.  14-  15.  4  .M*  9 •  S—if.  *  a  King*,  14.  fr. 
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SYMBOLS. 

The  fymbol  f  denotes  addition;  and  thews  that  the  word  or  words  immediately  following 
are  not  in  the  pretent  printed  Hebrew  text ;  and  refers  to  a  fimilar  mark  among  the  various 
readings,  where  the  authority  on  which  the  addition  has  been  made  is  indicated. 

The  lymbol  *  denotes  jubtraftion ;  and  refers  to  feme  addition  to  be  found  among  the 
various  readings. 

The  fymbol  ||  refers  to  a  reading,  or  readings,  different  from  that  in  the  text. 

The  fymbol  which  is  only  the  firfl  fymboI  inverted,  marks  a  trarfipofition  of  words, 
fentences,  or  paragraphs. 

The  fymbol  [  fhews  where  the  addition ,  variation ,  or  tranfpafition ,  clofes :  except  when  any 
of  thefe  confifts  of  but  a  fingle  word }  for  then  there  is  no  need  of  a  terminating  mark. 


ABBREVIATIONS. 

AL  is  the  abbreviation  of  a  Latin  word,  which  fignifies  otherwife,  and  indicates,  in  this  work, 
a  various  reading  of  little  importance, 

Aa.  denotes  the  fragments  of  an  ancient  Greek  verfion  made  by  Aquda. 

Arab.  The  Arabic  verfidn  of  Saadi  as. 

Arab.  Erp.  Another  Arabic  verfion,  publifhed  by  Erpcnius, 

C  R.  Critical  Remarks  ;  Very  frequently  referred  to. 

Chax.d.  The  Chaldee  verfion.  See  Onkelos. 

Comp.  Compare ;  occurs  often  in  the  notes. 

Copt.  The  Coptic  verfion,  made  from  the  Greek. 

Gr.  anu  Or.  ^we-femetirnfes  nled  lo  denote  the  Greek  Septuagint  verfion, 

Grv.  A  Greek  verfion  of  tbe  Pentatench,  mid  feme  other  parts  of  Scripture,  lately  diicovered 
at  Venice. 

Hkb.  The  Maforetic  Hebrew  text,  as  publifhed  by  Atlias ,  and  by  Kennicott. 
l.  e.  id  ejlj  or,  that  is ;  a  well-known  note  of  abbreviation. 

It.  or  Ital.  An  ancient  Latin  verfion,  made  from  the  Greek ,  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Italic. 

Ms,  "Mss.  Manufcript;  manuferipts:  or  copies  un printed. 

Ojtk.  The  Chaldee  verfion  of  Onkelos. 

Pees,  The  Rerfic  verfion,  in  the  London  Polyglott, 

Sam.  The  Samaritan  copy  of  the  Hebrew  text. 

Samv.  A  verfion  from  that  copy,  in  the  vulgar  Samaritan  dialed!. 

Sep.  The  moft  ancient  of  the  Greek  verfions,  commonly  called  the  Septuagint. 

Sbp,  a.  The  Aldine  edition  of  the  Septuagint,  printed  at  Venice. 

Sep .  al»  The  Alexandrian  copy  of  the  Septuagint,  publifhed  by  Grabe. 

Sep.  com.  or  sep.  c.  The  Corrplutenfiori  edition  of  the  Septuagint,  printed  at  Alcala. 

Sep. 
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Sep.  vat.  or  sep.  b.  The  Vatican  copy  of  the  Septuagmt}  publifhed  at  Rome. 

Sym,  Fragments  of  a  Greek  verfion  by  Symmacbus . 

Syr.  The  ancient  Syriac  verfion. 

Syr.  mas.  A  Syriac  verfion  from  the  Greek,  ufed  by  Majtus. 

Targ.  The  Targzm,  or  Jonathan's  Chaldee  Parapbrafe. 

Targ.  ear.  The  Babykm/b  copy  of  the  above. 

Targ.  jer.  The  JervfaJem  copy  of  the  fame. 

Th.  Fragments  of  a  Greek  verfion  by  Theodctton, 

Vulc.  The  Latin  verfion  of  St.  Jerom,  commonly  called  the  Vulgate. 

A  short  account  of  all  thefe  may  be  feen  in  my  Profpeftus  ;  and  a  more  complete  one  will 
be  given  in  my  General  Preface. 
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Efftattf  ddasUktck,  J  TJ  ,13  O  £  Si  I«  Jermfolcm  ietn  amibm nut, 

f  u  The  new  Conquers  of  the  Tribes  of  Judah  and  ofSmum^  &c. 

1  /V  the  doaxh  <£  Joflmah,^  the  children,  cf  Israel  enquired  of  the  Lord, 

x\.  faying;  w  Who  ihdl  go  the  firft,  to  make  war  for  ua,  againft  the  Cha- 
a  4t  naanites  ?**  The  Lord  anfweted;  *  Let  Judah  go:  f  for,  lo  t  into  hi*  hands  I 

3  “  deliver  the  land."  Then  Judah  laid  to  his  brother  Simeon;  “  Come  up  with 

“  me  Into  my  lot;  and  let  us  make  -war  againft  the  Chanaanites ;  and  I  will,  like- 

4  u  wife,  go  with  thee  into  thy  lot*”  So  Simeon  went  with  Judah ;  and  the  Lord 
delivered  into  their  hands  the  -Chanaanites  and  Pherizites ;  of  whom  they  Dew,  at 

5  Bezek,  ten  thou&nd  men.  Tor,  at  Bezek,  they  met  Adom-Bezek,  and  fought 

6  againft  him;  and  Dew  the  Chanaanites  and  Pbermtes.  And,  Adoni-Bezek  fleeing, 

7  they  pnrfued  and  caught  him,  and  cut  off  his  thumbs  and  his  great  toes ;  when 
Adom-Bezek  Dud :  44  Seventy  kings,  their  thumbs  and  great  toes  cut  oflj  have 
u  gleaned  crumbs  under  my  table  1  As  I  have  done,  fo  hath  God  requited  me." — - 
They  then  brought  him  to  Jerufalem,  where  he  died. 

8  The  children  of  Judah  next  fought  againft  Jernfelem^  and  took  it;  and  fmote 

9  itr  inhabitants  with  the  edge  of  the  fword  ;  and  £et  fire  to  the  city.  After  that,  the 
children  of  Judah  went  to  fight  againft  the  Chanaanites,  who  inhabited  the  fouth- 

to  cm  mountains,  and  the  adjacent  plains:  and,^>y?,  they  wfent  againft  the  Chanaan¬ 
ites  who  inhabited  Hebron,  the  name  of  which  was  formerly  Kiijath-Arbah ;  * 

VARIOUS  HEADINGS. 

CH.  I.  V-  i.  *  Ben -Ntm,  the  fervent  cf  the  Leri.  8  TB.  auab.— V.  2.  f  6  -fitts. — V.  io.  •  And  the  Hebrordtcs 

fame  outagainjihrin.  sep- 

EX  FLAK  AT OUT  NOTES. 

Ch.  S.  ver.  I.  cf  the  Lord,  i.e*  of  the  high-  of  warlike  feats;  particularly  of  handling  arme, 

pried;  -who  was 'their,  probably,  Phioefou.  V.  7.  Sevtntykin&t.  Joiephas  makes  them  feventy-two : 

V.  a.  Let  judei go*  t.  e*  The  tribe  of  Judah  ;  and  fo»  doubtlefa,  petty  chiefs,  or  Emirs, 
afterward,  Simeon  for  the  tribe  of  Simeon.  Their  lot*  V.  8.  The  king  of  Jerufalem  It  numbered  amcwg  thofe 
were  contiguous.  See  Joftu  to.  1.  fmitten  by  Jelhuah  j  but  either  the  city  was  notthen  taken, 

V.  j.  AJ/nii-B* «ei.  i.  e.  My  lord  of  Bezek.  He  feema  or  had  been,  retaken  by  the  Jehufite*.  Even  after  this  lack, 
to  have  been  a  confiderable  Cove  reign  ;  and  a -cruel  tyrant;  it  fee  ms  to  have  been  re-built,  and-repoSefledby  its  ancient 
whole  capital  was  Bezek;  a  town  mil  exifting  in  the  days  inhabitants.  See  2  Sam.  5.6. 

of  Jerom,  between  Sicbemand  Bethfteaiv.  V.  10 — 1 This  fame  hiftory  is  relatid  in  Jofluwh,  15. 

V.  6.  Cut  ojf  bu  thumb »<,  &i.  Torendcr  him  incapable  44 — 20  *,  but,  there,  it  feans  to  be  out  of  its  place. 

Voi.  II.  1  B  and 


Hebron  and  DeUr  talcs* 


JUDGE  S*  1  •  Ztphalh  tab n  and  dejlroytd. 

and  they  fmote  Shefai,  and  Ahiman,  and  Thalmai. — Thence  they  went  agalnft  the  u 
inhabitants  of  Debir;  the  name  of  which  was  formerly  Kiijath-fepher.  And  Chaleb  12 
faid;  «*  To  him,  who  {ball  take  Kiijath-fepher,  I  will  give  my  daughter  Achfa  for 
ft  a  wife.”  And  Othniel,  the  fon  of  Chaleb’a  younger  brother  Kenaz,  took  it:  and  13 
to  him  Chaleb  gave  his  daughter  Achfa  for  a  wife.  Now,  when  fhe  was  going  14 
homey  ||  {he  perfuaded  him  to  let  her  |  aik  a  field  of  her  father;  and  alighted 
from  her  afs.  And  Chaleb  faid  to  her :  “  What  wouldeft  thouv  f  my  daughter  ?  |  ” 

She  anfwered:  u  Give  me  a  bleffing  !  Since  a  fouth -lying  land  thou  haft  given  to  15 
M  me,  give  me,  alfb,  fome  water-fprings.”  So  Chaleb  gave  her  *  upper-fprings, 
and  nether-fprings, — Now,  with  the  children  of  Judah,  went  up,  alfo,  the  Kenites,  16 
(f  the  defcendants  of  Hobab,  |  Mofes’s  Idnfman,]  from  the  city  of  Palm-trees,  unto 
the  wiidernefr  of  Judah,  to  the  fouth  of  Arad ;  and  there  they  dwelled,  among  the 
people.  , 

Judah,  next,  went  with  hia  brother  Simeon;  and  they  fmote  the  Chanaanites  17 
who  inhabited  Zephath;  and  the  city  they  devoted  to  definition :  hence  its  name 
was  ca&ed  Horma  {Tbe-devoted-piace\ .—But  Gaza  and  its  territory,  Afhkelon  and  18 
its  territory,  and  Ekron  and  its  territory,  the  children  of  Judah  took  f  not:  for  19 
although,  the  Lord  being  with  them,  they  had  gotten  pofiefilon  of  the  mountains  3 
they  were  not  able  to  expel  the  inhabitants  of  the  plain,  becaufe  thefe  had  iron 
chariots.-^As  for  Hebron,  it  was,  as  Mofes  had  ordained,  given  to  Chaleb;  who  20 
thence  expelled  three  Anakite  families* 

Nor  did  the  children  of  Benjamin  expel  the  Jebufites:  hut,  in  Jerusalem,  the  21 
Jebufites  dwell  with  the  children  of  Benjamin  unto  this  day. 

The  ||  houfe  of  Jofeph  made  anexcurfion  againft  Bethel;  in  which  the  Lord  22 
was  with  them.  For,  while  the  houfe  of  Jofeph  were  befieging  Bethel  (the  name  23 

VAX  lOU8  READ  IK  G  S. 

V.  14.  B  She  was  ptrfiuzdxd  by  him  ft*. 'top.  me,  lb.  f  era.  arab.  See  c.  a.— «V.  13.  ♦  awarding  to  her  1 oijB. 

V .  Hkf  fane  copies  of  rap.  See  e.  il—V.  18,  f  sBp.  See  c.  a. — V.  22.  9  al.  ebildre*%  and  fo  again 
v,  23.  The  words  are  equivalent,  and  frequently  interchanged. 

imANimT  ROTES. 

V.  14.  Alighted*  b cc.  See  the  note  on  Joft.  15,  18.  Judah.  Seec,  «. 

V.  15.  A  /ritfjMying  land.  The  fouth  part  of  Judea  is  V.  18,  The  present  Hebrew  text  males  the  children  of 

mountainous  and  dry,  fit  only  for  paftnrage,  and  (herp-  Judah  take  Gxm,  Ste.  but  this  It  contrary  both  to  hiftory 
walks.  Achfa  wifhed  to  have  an  tmguous  arable  held ;  and  and  to  the  context.  The  Greek  verfion  has  alone  retained 
this  (be  jultly  csQa  a  bUffing %  or  boon*  the  true  reeling, 

lb.  Upper >  and  mtierfirkgs-.  Springs  are  often  vV.  20.  This  verfe  fceraa  to  be  unplaced,  and  would 

found  on  dectmrio,  as  well  as  on  plains;  both  were  given  -come  in  better  after  v.  lo. 

to  Adda.  V.  sx.  The  city  and  territory  of  Jendaiem  were  partly 

V.  16.  'The  Kenites,  &c*  The  pdfterity  of  Hobab  are  in  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  partly  in  that  of  Beniamin «  nor 
ealkd  ‘Kenites,  from  their  taking  poffeflion  of  the  country  were  the  Jebufite  inhabitants  entirely  fubdued,  until  the 
of  the  oB  Kenites,  or  Troglodytes.  They  preferred  this  reign  of  David.  See  a  Sam.  4.  6. 

hilly  tra&  to  the  fine,  but  left  whollonw,  plain  of  Jericho,  V.  aa.  The  houfe  of  Jefepb.  Namely,  the  tribe  of 
vriiere  they  firft  fettled*  as  being  more  In  ruble  .to  their  Ephraim.  So  Jolcphu*. 

fanner  manner  of  life  (that  of  Nomadic  fhepherds),  and  Ibt  The  Lord  was  with  them:  a  common  Hebrarfm,  to 
more  nfembling  their  native  country,  Midian.  denote  fiectfs*  by  whatever  means.  Here  the  city  wae 

lb.  Among  tie  jxopkt  i,  t.  contiguous  to  the  tribe  of  taken  by  treachery. 

* 


of 


The  Ctffwrt  of  Safat ,  A  Propld  J  XJ  D  G  E  S*  I|*  nhdtlb  the  Pecpii  oooetmol 

24  of  which  cky  was  formerly  Lux),  their  watch  obferved  a  flUaeeming  bM  of  the 
city  j  to  whom  they  laid:  *  Shew  us  a-  way  into  the  cky ;  and  we  vrili  {hew  mercy 
15  w  to  thee  ”  So  he  fliewed  them  a  way  into  the  dty ;  and  they  fmote  \U  inhabitants 
a6  with  the  edge  of  the  lward :  but  the  man  and  his  family  they  let  go  free.  And 
the  man  went  into  the  land  of  the  Hethitesj  where  he  budded  a  city,  apd  called 
*7  its  name  Luz ;  which  ajuqeit  bean  at  this  day:  But  the  inhabitants  of  Bethfbcan 
and  its  villages,  of  Thanach  and  its  villages,  of  Dor  and  its  villages,  of  Ibleatn  and 
its  villages,  and  of  Megldo  and  its  villages, the  children  ^Manaffish  expelled  not ; 
a8  but,  in  that  land  the  Chanaanites  eontinoed  to  dwell  However,  when  the  ifrael- 
ites  became  ftronger,  they  made  thole  Chanaanites  tributaries  j  but  did  not  expel 
them. 

29  ,  Nor  did  the  children  of  Ephraim  expel  the  Chanaanites  who  inhabited  Gezer ; 
but,  in  Gezer,  the  Chanaanites  dwelled  among  them;  f  and  became  their  tri¬ 
butaries.) 

50  Nor  did  the  children  of  Zebulon  expel  the  inhabitants  pf  Kitron,  and  of  Na- 
halot ;  but  the  Chanaanites  of  thofe  trafts  dwelled  among  them,  and  became  their 
tributaries. 

31  Nor  did  the  children  of  Afher  expel  the  inhabitants  pf  Acho,  nor  of  Zidon,  nor 

32  of  Ahlab,  nor  of  Axhrib,  nor  of  Helba,  nor  of  Apbik,  ndir  of  Rehob :  but  the 
Aiherifres  dwelled  among  the  Chanaanites- of  that  land »  and  expelled  them  not. 

33  Nor  did  the  children  c/’Naphtbali  expel  tbe  inhabitants  of  Beth-fbemdh,  nor  of 
Beth-anath ;  but  dwelled  among  the  inhabitants  of  that  land :  however,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Beth-fhemeih,  and  of  Beth-anath,  became  their  tributaries. 

34  As  to  the  children  of  Dan,  the  Araorites  bad  confined  them  to  the  mountains,  and 
33  would  not  liaffer  them  to  come  down  into  the  plains;  nay,  the  Amorites  continued 

to  inhabit  Mount-Heres,  Ajaloa,  and  Sbaal-haim 1  yet*  Jwhen  the  houfe  of  Jqfeph 
36  grew  powerful,  thofe,  too,  became  their  tributaries. — Npw,  the  boundary  of  thofe 
Amorites  was  between  the  heights  of  Akrabim,  and  the  ppper  Spla. 

1  Diering  ibis  period,  a  mefieuger  of  the  Lord  cams  from  Gilgal  to  Bochim, 
||  unto  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  and  faid  to  them;  “  Thus  firilih  the  Lord:  |  ‘1  brought 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  ip.  f  SEP.— CH.  H.  Y.  1. 1  So  SEP.  and  partly  sra-  arab.  The  rest  have  only  and  font*  See  c.  a. 

SX*  LAX  A  TORT  MOTES. 

V.  16,  Coded  it*  tuant  Lm% f  in  reotanbrance  of  hi*  prior  lb.  Bochim.  Where  it  lay,  itis  ueoerUk.  The  Greek 

abode.  trenflator  make 8  it  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bethel: 

V.  36.  AodthevMerSdo.  For  this  rendering,  lee  c»  R.  and  this  is  highly  probable.  Comp.  2  Sam.  5.  Sj.  and 
There  were  two  ScIoj,  or  Patou  one  in  Arabia  Petnea,  1  Chrcra.  14.  14.  See  alib  c«i. 

the  other  k  Pakftke,  The  latter  fcemshcrc  defignated.  Ib.  Unto  the  houfe  of  Ifrael.  To  be  understood  here,  I 

Ch.ii.  vcr.  t.  A-mtJfmgtr.  The  Hebrew  word  lignifies  n-  think,  k  coctradmm<9ioft  tothe  houXc  of  Jodah:  for  it 
then  nvsfffngtr  or  an  angel:  the  context  here,feeros  to  require  does  not  appear  that  the  latter  were  chargeable  with  the 
■the  former;  aud  io  it  h  noderftood  hy  our  heft  modem  critics,  difobedunoc  after  mentioned. 

He  was  probably  ibrae  prophet,  who  refided  at  Gilgal. 

3  B  a  w  you 


wf  their  Depravity  and 


J  U  D  G  E  S*  II,  Idolatry.  The  Lard,  isuajed 

4<  you  out  of  f  the  land  of  t  Egypt,  and  brought  you  into  this  land,  which  to 
u  your  forefathers  I  had  fworn,  I  would  give  to you  :  and  I  faid:  *  With  you  I  will 
il  never  break  my  covenant :  but  ye  rauft  make  no  covenant  with  the  former  inhar-  % 
u  bitants  of  the  land,  *f  nor  adore  their  godB ;  |  but  *f  their  ftatues  ye  fhall  break 
44  down,  and  |  their  altars  ye  Ihall  overthrow,*  Yet  ye  have  difobeyed  my  com- 
**  mind !  Why  have  ye  fo  done  ? — I  therefore,  on  my  part,  lay  to  you:  *  I  will  3 
u  not  drive  thefe  nations  out  from  before  you:  but  they  fhall  remain  as  traps  for 
“  you;  and  their  gods  fhall  be  to  you  as  fnares.*’ — When  the  meffenger  of  the  4 
Lord  had  lpoken  thefe  words  to  all  the  children  of  Ifrael,  the  people  raifed  their 
voice  and  wept.  Hence  the  name  of  the  place  was  called  Bochim  \*Tbe  weeping -  5 

fldce\ - And  there  they  offered  facrifices  to  the  Lord. 

§  2.  Gradual  Depravity  of  the  fraeHtes*  if  ter  the  Death  of  Jojlaoh. :  their  firfi 

Suhft&iotij  and Deliverance  by  Otbniel. 

WHEN  Jofhuah  difmifled  the  people,  the  children  of  Ifrael  went  to  poflefs  the  6 
land,  every  one  unto  his  owtn  inheritance.  And  the  people  ferved  the  Lord,  aH  j 
the  days  of  Jofhuah,  and  all  the  days  of  the  elders  who  outlived  Jofhuah;  who 
had  feen  all  *  the  great  things  which  the  Lord  had  done  for  IfraeL — But  Jofhuah  8 
Ben' Nun,  the  fervant  of  the  Lord,  died,  at  the  age  of  an  hundred  and  ten  years; 
and  was  buried  in  hie  own  territorial  poffdfion  in  |  Thimnath-ferah,  |  in  Mount-  9 
Ephraim,  on  the  north  fide  of  Mount-Gaaflu — Now,  when  that  whole  generation  10 
of  men  were  united  to  their  fathers ;  and  there  had  arifen,  after  them,  another 
generation,  that  knew  ncrt  the  Lord,  nor  the  deeds  which  he  had  done  for  Ifrael; 
the  children  of  Ifrael  did  evil  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  and  worfhipped  the  gods  11 
of  the  Chanaanhes.  TTiey  fbrfook  the  Lord,  the  God  of  their  forefathers,  who  ia 
had  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of.  Egypt ;  and  followed  other  gods,  of  the  gods 
of  the  nations  around  them ;  and,  by  worfhipping  thofe  gods,  provoked  the  anger 
of  the  Lord. — They  forfook  the  Lord,  and  worfhipped  Baal  and  Afhtaroth !  13 

The  Lord  was,  therefore,  greatly  incenfed  againft  the  IfraeUtes,  and  delivered  14 

Various  readings. 

V.  J.f  btr.  arab.  and  1  hr — V,  a.  f  set.  Ib.  f  sap,— V.  7.  *  th«  works  of  the  Lardy  and.  sra*~ 'W9.  g  So 
6YR.  Arab#  vulg.  and  8  mss.  Aid  fo  p,  p.  Jofh.  24. 30.  The  rest,  Thtmiudh-berts.  See  c.  r. 

IXHAHATOIT  DOTH. 

V.  a.  Traps.  The  Hebrew  word  is  variously  rendered:  V.  6.  Houfcijjant  thought  this  and  the  four  following- 

hut  I  hare  given  what  l  am  convinced  is  the  tree  meaning,  rerfe*  out  of  their  place  *  and  put*  them  at  the  head  of  the 
See  c.  a-  *  .  ■  ^  chapter:  X think,  without  rcalon. 

V*  5.  There  they  offered faertfw.  Hence  it  has  been  in-  V.  I  x.The  gods,  &c.  In  .Hebrew,  Baalim,  the  phiral 
ferred,  that  Bochim  wai  the  feme  with  Shiloh ;  as  fieri-  of  Baal,  which  waft  a  generical  name  for  the  godg  of  Cha- 
ficca,  by  the  law  of  Moles,  might  be  offered  only  at  the  naan  ;  and  figoifies  Lard,  or  Mafltr , 
place  where  woe  tbcconrcmion-tent,  and  ark.  Butthelaw,  V.  13.  Baal.  I  have  here,  and  in  fimilar  cafes,  retained 

m  this  rtfpefk,*  vw  not  aiway*  obferved,  and  the  ark  itfidf  the  Hebrew  name,  as  particukriziug  feme  principal  divi- 
waft  occafionally  carried  bom  place  to  place.  Comp-  c.  6.  aity.  He  was  probably  the  fun,  as  Afbiaroih  is  fuppefed  to 
19.  1  Sam.  16.  a.  and  a  Sam.  *4.  .  hare  been  the  moon.  See  c.  a. 

4  them 


to  their  Eiumia, 


them,  gneth  them  J  U  D  -C  £  S*  III* 

them  into  the  hands  of  pillagers,  who  pillaged  them :  and  to  their  enemies  around 

15  he  abandoned  them  ;  fo  that  they  could  no  longer  refill  their  enemies.  Whatso¬ 
ever  they  undertook,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  againft  them,  to  do  them  evil; 

16  as  he  had  often  find,  and  fwom  to  them,  would  be  the  caf — Neverthelefs,  when 
they  were  greatly  diflrefled,  the  Lord  raifed  up  Judges,  who  refcued  them  from 

17  the  hands  of  their  pillagers :  yet  to  their  Judges  they  would  not  liften ;  but  went 
aftray  after  other  gods,  and  worshipped  them.  Soon  turned  they  alide  from  the 
way,  in  which  their  forefathers,  obeying  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  had 

18  walked :  not  fo  did  they.  For  although  the  Lord,  when  he  raifed  up  Judges  to 
them,  was  with  the  Judge;  and  faved  them,  all  the  days  of  the  Judge,  from  the 
hands  of  their  enemies  (for  the  Lord  relented  at  their  lamentations,  occalioned 

19  by  their  haraflers  and  oppreffors) ;  yet  no  fooner  was  the  Judge  dead,  than  they 
relapfed,  and  became  more  corrupt  than  their  fathers,  in  following  other  godfr, 
and  ferving  and  worfhipping  them :  from  their  old  deeds  they  departed  notT  nor 

ao  from  their  own  perverfe  ways.  So  the  Lord  was  greatly  incenfed  againft  .  the 
Ifraeliies,  and  faid':  **  Becaufe  this  people  have  tranfgrefled  my  covenant,  with 

21  “  which  I  charged  their  forefathers ;  and  have  not  hearkened  to  my  voice ;  I,  on 
“  my  part,  will  not,  henceforth,  drive  out  from  before  them,  any  more  of  thofe 

22  44  nations,  which  Jolhuah,  at  his  death,  left  unfubdued ;  that,,  through  them,  I 
“  may  prove  the  Israelites,  whether  they  will  obfervantly  walk  in  the  way  of  the 

23  *  Lord,  as  their  forefathers  did;  or  not  — For  this  purpofe  had  the  Lord  re- 
ferved  thofe  nations  from  immediate  expulfion,  and  had  not  delivered  them  into 

1  the  hands  of  Jofbuah* — Now  thefe  are  the  nations  which  the  Lord  had  refer  ved, 
by  which  to  prove  the  Ifraelites  5  that  is,  as  many  of  them  as  were  not  acquainted 

2  with  all  the  Chanaanite  wars :  perhaps,  alfo,  for  the  purpofe  of  teaching  their 
future  generations  the  art  of  war;  fuch,  at  leaft,  of  them  as  were,  before  unexpe- 

3  rienced  in  it :  the  five  lordfhips  of  the  Philiftines,  all  the  Zidonian  Chanaanites, 
and  the  Hcvites  that  dwelled  about  Mount-Lebanon,  from  Baal-hermon  to  the 

4  confines  of  Hameth,  By  thefe  were  the  Ifraelites  to  be  proved,  to  know  whether 
they  would  obey  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  with  which,  through  the  me¬ 
diation  of  Mofes,  he  had  charged  their  forefathers. 

5  So  the  children  of  Ifrael  dwelled  among  the  Chanaanites,  Hethites,  Amorites, 

6  Pherizites,  Hevites  and  Jebufites  j  took  their  daughters  for  wives,  and  gave  their 

7  own  daughters  to  their  fons ;  and  ferved  their  gods.  Thus  the  children  of  Ifrael 

8  did  evil  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  ;  and  ferved  ||  Baal  and  ||  Afhtaroth  ;  hence  the 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  HI.  v.  7. 3  al,  Baats,  in  the  plural.  Ib.  j[  al.  grows.  See.  c.  a. 
ufunatou  hots. 

V.  16.  Raifed  vfi, fudges,  That  i?,  temporary  and  local  call  them  Rsgbters  f  as  the  Germans  ftfll  do.  See  *. 

avenger s  j  as  the  whole  enfuing  hillory  ihews.  We  might 

s  Lord 


Their  DeKvtratKt  by  Gtbniti  J  U  D  G  E  S.  ill*  from  tbdrj&cfi  and 

Lord  was  incenfed  againft  them,  and  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  Chufhan- 
rifliathaim,  king  of  ||  Mefopotamia :  and  the  children  of  Ilrael  were  fubjed  to  Chu- 
fhan -rilhathaim  eight  years.  But  when  the  children  of  Ifraei  cried  to  the  Lord,  9 
the  Lord  f  heard  them,  and  |  raifed  up  for  them  a  faviour  who  faved  them  j  Oth- 
niel,  the  fon  of  Kenaz  Chaleb’a  younger  brother.— He,  impelled  by  the  fpirit  of  10 
the  Lord,  afiumed  the  judicature  of  Ifraei,  and  went  out  to  war  ;  and  the  Lord 
delivered  Chulhan-riihathaim  into  hi®  hands:  and  the  land  had  reft  forty  u 
years. 


§  3,  T&e  fecund  Subjeftion  of  the  Ifradites ,  and  tbdr  Deliverance  by  Ehud, 

AFTER  the  death  of  Othniel  Ben -Kenaz,  again  the  children  of  Ifraei  (fid  evil  12 
in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  ;  iind  becaufe  they  had  done  evil  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord, 
the  Lord  ftrengthened,  againft  them,  Eglon,  king  of  Moab  j  who  calling  in  to  his  13 
aid  the  Ammonites  and  Amalekites,  came  and  fmote  the  Ifraelites,  and  made  himfelf 
matter  of  the  city  ofPalm-txees*  And  the  children  of  Ifraei  were  fubje<ft  to  Eglon  14 
eighteen  years. — But  when  the  children  of  Ifraei  cried  to  the  Lord,  the  Lord  15 
raifed  up  for  them  a  faviour,  Ehud  Ben-Gerah,  a  Benjattdnite;  a  mankme  of  hi  a 
right  band.  By  him  the  children  of  Ilrael  fent  a  prefent  to  Eglon,  king  of  Moab. 
How  Ehud  had  prepared  a  two-edged  dagger,  of  a  cubit V  length,  which  he  girded  16 
under  bis  garments,  upon  bis  right  thigh:  and  thus  he  brought  the  prefent  to  the  17 
king  of  Mbab  (now  Eglon  was  a  very  corpulent  man);  and  when  he  had  made  an  18 
end  of  Offering  the  prefent,  he  difmiHed  the  perlbns  who  had  carried  it ;  but  re-  19 
turned,  himfelf,  from  the  Idols  at  Gilgal,  and  faid  to  Eglon ;  u  To  thee,  O  king  ! 

V 1  have  a  fecret  meflage.’*  'The  king  faid :  w  Privacy !”  So  all  his  attendants 
Went  Out  from  him.  Then  Ehud  approached  to  him,  where  he  was  fitting  in  a  20 
fuminet-chairiber,  which  he  had  made  for  his  own  retirement.  But  when  Ehud 
laid ;  ^  To  thee  I  have  a  meflage  from  God:”  he  arofe  from  his  feat ;  and  Ehud  21 
put  forth  This  left  hand,  and  from  his  right  thigh  drew  the  dagger,  and  thruft  it  into 

▼arid  us  readings. 

V.  8.1  aL  Aram,  i.  e.  Syrta.  See  c.  a.— V.  9.  f  sRp. 

GXP  Li  H  A  TOt  T  HOTS  S. 

Ch.  ill.  Ter.  IS.  odmui  Sa^Kenam,  u  e.  Othmcl,  ihe fon  dcrcd  corpulent  u  rendered  By  the  Greek  tranfiatorf,  poke. 
9/  fault.  But  Bat-Kvruti,  Ben-Nun,  Bcn-Anstb,  were  as  The  whole  parentheSa  would  be  more  properly  placed 
much  proper  naimfs  among  the  Hebrews,  and  arc  fo  this  in  e.  22,  after  the  words, -TAf  fat  chfca  ever  it.  See 
day,  among  the  Arabs,  as  Fetro-witz, Fitz-roy,  Maodcmald,  c.  r  . 

or  John-fan.  ,  V.  15.  Seat  a  prefent,  £  e.  a  real  tribute,  under  the  name 

V*  13*  The  city  o/  Tah^trm.  i  e.  Jericho,  where,  at>  of  a  gift, 
cording  to  Jofephus,  Xgkm  fixed  the  feat  of  his  empire.  V.  19.  The  Idol*.  Theft  had  been  probably  erefted  by 
At  any  rate  he  smtfl  bare  had  a  temporary  rtfidence  there,  Eglon  }  and  the  fight  of  them  might  iofpire  Ehud  with  new 
as  it  appears  by  the  iequdl.  '  ^  mdour  to  execute  his  purpofe.  Others  render  fht  quarrkf. 

V.  17.  Ncnu  Eghn,  &c.  The  word  which  I  have  ren-  Sect.  t. 

6  Eglon*® 


h  Ehwd from  tbar  ficamd*  JUDGES*  IV#*  Afrq&etcfc  cajRUDdim± 

12  Eglon’a  belly:  and  the  bandit  going  in  after  the  blade,  the  fat  clofed  over  it,  Co 

13  that  it  could  not  he  drawn  out  of  b»  belly;  but  went  through  behind*  Then 
Ehud,  hiring  flint  and  made  faft  the  ehamber^doon  behind  him,  went  but  through 

24  the  pore  When  he  was  gone,  Eglon’s  fervants  came  forward;  but  when  they 
law  that  the  chamber^doora  were  faft,  they  Cud  :  “  Doubtleft  be  i*  repofing  In  his 

15  n  fummer-chamber,”  But  after  waiting  until  they  ware  afhamed,  and  feeing  that 
he  opened  not  the  doors  of  the  chamber,  they  took  a  key  and  opened  them  t  when, 

26  lot  their  loud  was  lying  dead  on  the  ground.  But,  during  their  confternation, 

27  Ehud  made  his  efcape,  and  haring  paffed  the  Idols,  got  fafe  to  Seirath;  whither 
as  foon  as  he  arrived,  he  caufed  the  trumpet  to  be  hlown  onMount-Ephraim ;  and 
the  children  of  Ifrael  went  down  with  him  from  the  mountains,  he  leading  them 

28  on,  u  Follow  me,”  laid  he  to  them,  u  for  your  enemies,  the  Moabites,  the  Lord 
w  hath  delivered  into  your  hands.”— So  they  followed  him,  and  took  pofleffion  of 
the  fords  of  the  Jordan,  toward  Moab;  where  they  fuf&red  not  a  man  to  pals; 

19  and,  at  that  time,  they  flew  about  ten  thoofand  Moabites ;  all  ftout  valiant  Uien : 

30  not  one  efcapaL— Thus  was  Moab,  at  that  time,  humbled  by  the  Ifraelitea:  and 
the  land  had  reft  eighty  years. 

31  Next  to  him  {Ehud)  Was  Shamgar  Ben- Ana  th,  who,  with  ox-goads,  flew  fbt 
hundred  PhUiflines,  and  thus  likewife  reftued  the  Hraelites  of  that  quarter \ 


§4 .The  third  Su&jtftm  of  the  lfraelites ,  and  their  Deliverance  by  Debora  and  Barak . 

1  EHUD  being  dead,  again  the  children  of  Iliad  did  evil  in  the  light  of  the  Lord  ; 

2  and  the  Lord  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  Jabin,  a  Chanaanite  king,  who- 
reigned  in  Hazor ;  the  chief  captain  of  whofe  hoft  was  Siferah,  who  dwelled  in 

3  Harolheth - agolm.  And  the  children  of  Ifrael  cried  to  the  Lord  :  for  Jabin  had 
nine  hundred  iron  chariots ;  and,  for  twenty  years,  had1  grievoufly  opprefled  the 

4  Israelites. — Now,  at  that  rime,  Debora,  a  prophetefs,  the;  wife  of  Laphidoth,  afted 

5  as  Judge  in  Ifrael,  She  dwelled  at  the  Turpentine-tree,  called fince  that  of  Debora, 
between  Rama  and  Bethel,  in  Mount-Ephraim ;  and  thither  the  children  of  Ifrael 
came  to  her,  to  be  judged. 

6  She  fent  a  meflage  to  Barak  Ben-Abinoam,  apd  called  him  from  Kadefli  of 

EIHASATOIT  NOTAJ, 

V,  ii.  Went  through  behind  The  Hebrew  word  render-  goad,  flew  all  thole  PhilifHnes ;  but  wa*  accompanied  with 
ed  behind,  is  found  only  here.  It  feema  not  to  have  hem  what  lfraelites  he  could  ademble,  In  the  quartet  next  to  the 
in  the  copy  of  the  Greek  traaflator }  and  indeed  I  am  in-  PhiliftineB.  After  all,  hta  vlftory  feems  to  have  been 
clined  to  think  it  an  interpolation,  or  corruption.  See  c.  s.  only  an  occafional  one.  See  c.  *♦  and  comp.  ch.  5-.  6. 

V.ai.  Next  to  him,  i.  e.  I  think,  in  rank,  aot  fucceffion.  Ch.  iv.  v.  4*  A  prophetefs ;  i.  e.  a  woman  of  fuperior 
The  Hebrew-  word  has  often  this  fi unifications  end  Sham-  wiCdom  and  prudence.  She  was  probably  the  wife  of  fome 
gar  was  probably  contemporary  with  Ehud.  patriarchal  chief;  but  whofe  abilities  were  inferior  to  hers. 

Ib.  Ox -goads,  ia  Tadea,  were  in  fome  refpefb  equal  to  — She  might  alio  be  a  prophtUfs  in  the  finder  fcnfe  of  the 
fptatfl,  attd  were  often  employed  as  weapons  of  offence,  word. 

We  are  not  to  imagine  that  Shamgar  alone,  with  one  ox* 

7 


Naphthali ; 


txcUctb  Bard  io  deliver  them 


JUDGES.  IV.  fivra  their  third  Suhjeffwn. 

Naphthali ;  and  faid  to  him :  “  Thus  commandeth  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifraeh 
w  Go  thou,  and  take  poft  on  Mount-Thabor,  and  take  with  thee  ten  thoufand  men 
<l  of  the  children  of  Naphthali  and  of  Zebulon:  and  I  will  draw  toward  thee,  unto  y 
w  the  torrent  Kilhon,  Siferah  the  chief  captain  of  Jab  in’s  forces,  with  his  chariots 
**  and  numerous  hoft;  and  will  deliver  hint  into  thine  hands.”  But  Barak  laid  to  8 
her :  4<  If  thou  wilt  go  with  me,  I  will  go ;  but  if  thou  wilt  not  go  with  me,  nei- 
“  ther  will  I  go.”  She  anfwered :  “  I  fhall  certainly  go  with  thee :  but,  then,  9 
46  the  expedition  which  thou  undertake^,  will  not  be  to  thine  honour ;  for  into 
“  the  hands  of  a  woman  Ihall  the  Lord  deliver  Siferah,” — So  Debora  arofe,  and 
went  with  Barak  to  Kadelh. 

To  Kadelh  Barak  fummoned  the  Naphthalites  and  Zebulonites,  and  marched  10 
thence  at  the  head  of  ten  thoufand  men;  accompanied  by  Debora.  ]■ — When  Sife-  12 
rah  was  aflured  that  Barak  Ben-Abinoam  was  come  up  to  Mount-Thabor,  he  got  13 
together  all*  his  chariots  of  iron,  nine  hundred  chariots;  and  went,' with  all  the 
people  that  were  with  him,  from  Harolheth-agoim  unto  the  torrent  Kilhon.  Then  14 
Debora  faid  to  Barak  ;  M  Attack  now ;  for  this  is  the  day  in  which  the  Lord 
44  delivereth  Siferah  into  thine  hands ;  is  not  the  Lord  gone  out  before  thee  ?”  So 
Barak  marched  down  from  Mount-Thabor,  followed  by' ten  thoufand  men.  And  15 
the  Lord  difmayed  Siferah,  with  all  his  chariots  and  hoft,  and  expofed  them  to  the 
edge  of  the  fword,  before  Barak,  And  Siferah  alighted  from  his  chariot,  and  fled 
on  foot;  while  Barak  purfued  the  chariots  and  the  hoft  unto  Harofheth-agoim :  16 
and  the  whole  hofl;  of  Siferah  fell  by  the  edge  of  the  fword;  not  a.  man  of  them 
efqaped.  But  Siferah  had  fled  on  foot  to  the  tent  of  Jad,  the  wife  of  Heber  a  17 
Kenite:  for  there  was  peace  between  Jabin,  the  king  of  Hazor,  and  the  houfe  of 
Heber.— 4.  Heber,  the  Kenite,  was  a  defcendant  .rom  Hobab  the  relation  of  Mofes;  n 
who  had  feparated  himfelf  from  the  other  Kenites,  and  had  pitched  his  tent  at  the 
turpentine  tree  of  Zaanaitn ;  which  is  nigh  to  Kadelh  of  Napbtbalu — Now  Jael  18 
went  out  to  meet  Siferah,  and  faid  to  him :  “  Turn  in,  my  ford  !  turn  in  to  me  : 

“  fear  nothing.”  So  lie  turned  in  with  her  into  the  tent  j  and  Ihe  covered  him 
with  a  velvet  coverlet :  and,  when  he  faid  to.  her;  **  Give  me,  I  pray  thee,  a  little  19 

YAH.IO.U8  READINGS. 

CH.  IV.  y.  1 1.  tranfpofed  to  aficrv.  17.— V.  17.  4-  V.  1 1.  tranfpcfed  hither. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

V.  6.  Teathoujand  mn,  &c.  It  fceras  this  was  not  a  the  enfuingtcmpeft,  which  perhaps  already  began  to  black- 
gtneral  war.  Only  four  of  the  tribes  appear  to  have  been  en.  Comp.  c.  5.  to*  a  L. 

concerned  in  it,  Perhaps  the  fubjeflkm  to  Jiibm  was  tdfo  V.  15.  The  L>ord  dijmajedy  &c.  A  dreadful  ftorm  pre- 
partial;  and  reached  no  farther  fouthward  than  Mount-  ceded  and  accompaoied  the  engagement.  The Jiart  fought 
Ephraim.  Comp.c.  5.  14— .19.  againfl  Siferah,  See  next  cfaapicr, 

V.  9,  Into  the  hand/  of  a  wmamu  U  is  hand  to  Iky,  V.  18,  A  velvet  coverlet.  There  is  but  one  word  in  the 
whether  (he  mean  hprftlf  cur  Jael.  I  inclined  to  think,  original,  but  that  word  fcems  to  denote  a  warm,  downy 
the  former:  as  if  ihe  faid :  Well ;  go  I  will ;  bat,  if  I  go,  blanket.  Some  think  it  was  not  laid  over  him,  but  drawn 
the  vi&ory  will  generally  be  aferibed  to  my  prefence.  like  a  curtain  before  where  he  lay.  See  c.  a. 

V .  14.  Ii  not  the  Lord  gone  eua  before  thee  ?  She  fore  law 

ft  « 


water 


Siferah  JL'm  by  Jfih  J  Tj  G  S  S*  ^4  The  Soag  9/ Dt&ora, 

“  water  to  drink  */*  fhe  opened  a  bottle  of  milk,  and  gave  tout*  drrak  out  of  it:  and 
so  again  covered  him.  He  then  faid  to  h&i  u  Stand  thou  at  the  door  of  the  tent; 

w  and  if  it  happen,  that  any  one  come  by,  and  ^ueftion  thee,  and  fey:  *  la  there 
11  u  any  man  here?*  thou  fhalt  anfwer :  None.1* — But  Jael,  the  wife  of  Heber,  took 
a  fflrt-pin,  and,  having  a  hammer  in  her  other  hand;  went  foftly  toward  him,  while 
he  was  faft  afleep,  and  drove  the  pin  into  his  temples,  until  it  fixed  in  the  ground ; 

22  fo  he  faltered,  and  died. — Lo  V  now,  came  Barak  in  queflof  Siferah:  and  Jael 
went  out  to  meet  him,  and  faid  to  him  :  u  Come,  and  I  will  QteW  thee,  the  man 
w  whom  thou  feekeft.”  So  he  went  in  wirfrher;  when;  lot  Siferah  lay  dead, 

23  with  the  tent- pin  in  hi*  temples.-— Thus  }|  the  Lord,  |  on  \hst  day,  humbled  the 

24  Chanaanite  king,  Jabin  ;  before  the  children  of  Ifrael.  And  the  childreh  of  Ifrael 
continued  to  profper  and  prevail  againft  Jabin  f until  they  utterly  deftroyed  his  kingdom. 

1  At  that  time,  feng  Debora  and  Barak  the  following 


SONG: 

2  For  the  voluntary  exertions  of  the  people, 

In  the  naked,  defencelefs  Bate  of  Ifrael — 

Praife  ye  the  Lord. 

3  Listen,  ye  kings  !  give  ear,  ye  courtiers  ! 

While  I,  while  I  to  the  Lord  will  ling: 

Pfalmodize  to  the  Lo  rd,  the  God  of  Ifrael. 

4  O  Lord  !  On  thy  coming  from  Seir, 

In  thy  progrefs  from  the  fields  of  Edom  ; 

The  earth  quaked  !  the  heavens  were  diflolved  J 
Difiolved  were  the  clouds  into  waters  \ 

5  Mountains  melted  at  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  l 
Sinai,  itfelf,  at  the  prefence  of  *  the  God  of  Ifrael  I 


In 


ViRJUtrS  READINGS. 

V.  23.  ||  So  str.  chald.  ahab.  and  i  ms.  The  S.E3T,  £az).— CH.  V.  ?.  5.  *  The  Loud.  In  the  text  and 
all  the  ant.  vv.  yet  it  appears  to  me  an  interpolation :  and  the  line  runs  much  better  without  it. 


Elf  U  RATOS  Y  MOTES, 

V.  19.  A  hath  of  mitt,  i.  e.  Oxygat,  or  four  camel’*  paflWea  1  differ  coufidcrably  from  all  my  predeceflbre,  hovr 
milk ;  which  U  not  «d^r  very  cooling,  but  alfo  inebriates,  rightly  the  learned  will,  in  time,  be  able  to  judge :  my  rea- 
Jad  had  already  premeditated  the  audacious  deed,  of  mur-  fous  are  fairly  given  in  c.  r«  The  parts  of  this  Soagt  or 
doing  he-  credulous  gueft.  Ode,  were,  p ratably,  fung  alternatively ;  and  fume  moderns 

V.  ai.  He  faltered  1  fee.  made  a  iafl  agonizing  effort,  have  riik-ed  a  di&ribution  of  the  parts:  tat  astbeie  divifiona 
to  get  np  ;  perhaps  did  get  up,  and  immediately  fell  again,  are  conjectural  and  arbitrary,  £  leave  the  ingenious  reader 
Comp.  c.  j.  27.  to  make  one  for  himfdf. 

CL.  v.  ver.  1.  At  that  time.  Not  on  the  very  day  of  battle,  V.  2.  Is  evidently  an  introductory  expofition  of  the  fub- 
bnt  foon  after  ;  probably  in  a  fedemn  aflembly  of  ibe  people.  je£L 

The  compolition  {a  highly  poetical ;  and,  on  that  account,  V.  3.  Elegant  Apafirofhi  to  the  neighbouring  kings,  and 
fometimes  obfeure.  Nor  is  the  text  altogether  linear-  their  counfefiora. 

rupted.  I  have  done  my  belt  us  reftore  it,  and  to  rive  at  V.  4  and  5.  An  appeal  tonaft  limes,  when  Ifrael  was  un- 
leatl  an  intelligible  verfion.  In  the  rendering  of  ieveral  der  the  fpecial  protection  of  tke  Lord  ;  compared  with  their 

Vol.  11.  9  c  llt* 


7b*  Song 


JUDGES.  V, 


*f  Dilma. 


In  the  days  of  Shamgar  Ben-Anath  *  6 

Unfrequented  were  the  roads: 

In  by-paths  travellers  travelled  t 

Deferted  were  the  villages  of  Ifrael :  7 

Deferted-^till  ||  upf  ofe  I,  Debora  ; 

Uprofe  I )  —a  mother  in  IfraeL. 

New  gods  they  had  chofen —  8 

Hence  their  apprehenfions : 

For  neither  ihield,  nor  fpear,  was  to  be  feen 
Among  forty  thousand  liraeliles. 

My  love  to  thofe  chiefs  in  Ifrael,  9. 

Who  volunteer’d  themfelves  among  the  people ! 

Praife  ye  the  Lord  ! 

Riders  on  Areaked  aflee, 

Travellers  fitting  in  counes. 

And  walkers  along  the  way ; 

Were  terrified  by  the  noife  of  bowmen  ** 

Between  the  d$q;tnt  watering-places. 

Then  acknowledged  they  the  judgments  of  the  Lord  : 

His  judgments  on  the  villages  of  Ifrael : 

Hence  were  feized  with  apprehenfions 
The  people  of  the  Lord  l 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  In  tb*  days  Jad.  This  is  alfo,  I  think,  a  marufeft  interpolation;  and  is  wanting  in  I  MS.— 

V.  7-  fl  Uprofe  Deberay  Uprcfe  jbe.  rep.  vulG. 


ixhautoit  hotss, 

htc  dtftftrous  fituation.  During  their  forty  yearerrfidenct  V.  9.  My  fovc*K  Er.  nsj  heart.  The  wry  great  diftrefs 
in  the  wildernefs,  they  had  been  plentifully,  often  mire-  and  terror  of  the  ICraeKtesmade  the  voluntary  exertions  of 
euloufiy,  provided  for. — For  them  the  heaven*  were  melted  thofe  chiefs  more  meritorious,  sod  commendable.  The  tranf. 
into  faintary  (bower*,  and  maims  t  the  mountain*  and  rocks  ition  n  bold,  and  beautiful. 

themftlves  yielded  ndrtrfhing  fprinos.  Such  is-  the  import  V,  lo.  R'uicr t  an  fireahed aflit,  Jfcc,  This  is  mi  iHnftra- 
of  thefc  poetical  images.  CorapJ Deut.  33.  a*  and  PfaU  boo  of  v,  6.  to  which  the  poet  naturally  returns.  There 
68.  7,  E,,  9.  were  three  modes  of  travelling  in  Judea  $  and  ftill  arc  com. 

V.  6.  Jm  the  day*  of  Shamgar.  It  Has  already  been  oh-  mon  m  the  Eaft.  Men  of  rank  and  riches  rode  on  beau- 
ferved  (in  a  note  on  c.  3,  v«  31.)  that  although  Shamgar  tifui  (freaked  afles ;  women  were  generally  carried  in  eoaoee 
delivered  the  UVaclitei  from  the  Pfeili dines >  that  deliverance  or  large  panniers,  bung  on  each  fide  of  a  camel*  and  they 
w«a  hut  partial,  and  of  (Hon  duration.  ThftpaRag*  con-  who  could  afford  neither  of  theft  conveyances,:  were  obliged, 
fitiru  that  fuppofjtion.  Bat  fee  c.  a.  like  the  many  of  every  country,  to  travel  a.foot.  Now,  in 

V.  7.  Defined  were  the  villages  t  i,  c.  zd  the  imftbced  the  days  of  Shankar,  none  of  thofc  travellers  were  Cafe  on- 
towns  and  uagft  hemeffcads  j  which  were  continually  liable  the  highway  *»  but  were  under  the  ne oddity  of  purfuing  their 
to  5e  pillaged  by  the  enemy.  journey*  by  devious  routes  and  by-paths*  to  avoid  meeting 

V.  8.  Newgodi  they  hod theft*  g  hente  their  apprehtnSoev*  the  bowmen,  after  mentioned ;  who  occupied  all  the  public 
ftc.  They  were  coofciotts  that,,  by  abandoning  th*  Ltrd,  roads,  and  more  particularly  ioft filed  the  watering-places, 
they  pad  loft- his  ofual  protection  *  and  their  conquerors  had,  where  travellers  uftd  to  reft,  and  bait.  As  it  in- 

by  di&nmng  them,  rendered  a  defence  by  ordinary  means  rendering  this  and  the  next  verfc  that  I  differ  from  all  other 
impracticable.  The  word  which  I  translate  afprtheftcvt,  tranflntory,  I  beg  the  learned  trader  to.  give  particular  at- 
fignifics  that  fort  of  fear  which  makes  one’s  haw  ftand  on  tentioa  to  the  cr.it,  am, 
t»d;  Set  c.  a,  where  other  renderings  at*  gUcs. 

IQ  Awake* 


The  Sag 


of  De&oro. 


JUDGES.  V, 

n  Awake,  awake,  D$bora! 

Awake*  awake  words  of  coafideiKe. 

Arise,  Barak!  arife: 

Reverfe  thy  captivity*  Bea-Abinoam ! 
i5  Instantly,  came  down  a  refidue  of  worthies : 

To  me  came  down  the  people  of  the  Loro. 

14  Of  the  brave  of  Ephraim,  came  the  flower  of  Amalek: 

Next  was  Benjamin  among  thy  people. 

From  Machir  came  down  chieftains* 

And  from  Zebulon  fceptee-bearers. 

15  Numbered  with  Debora  were  the  chiefs  of  Iflkcha?; 

Iflachar  was  Barak’s  trufty  guard, 

That  attended  him  into  the  valley. 

In  the  diftri&s  of  Reuben  were  great  deliberations  l 

16  Why  abodeft  thou  within  thy  barriers. 

To  liften  to  the  whittling*  of  the  herdfmea  i 
Great  were  the  deliberations  in  die  diftri&  of  Reuben. 
tr  ||  Gad,  too,  fat  1H11  beyond  the  Jordan ; 

And  ||  Dan  minded  |  his  fhipping. 

Asher  abode  by  the  fea-fhore. 

And  fat  fUll  among  his  havens. 

j8  Zebdlon  was  the  people,  that  braved  death; 

Naphthali,  that  bravtd  the  height  of  danger. 

VARIOUS  READING*. 

V.  17.  |)  So  *te.  only.  The  rest,  Gilead.  See  c.  r.  Ib.  U  So  chaid.  ARAB.  vulg.  and  2  uss.  The  rest, 

ti'ty  minded  Dan. 


nmuToir  notes. 


V.  13.  jfvtaie,  await  vnotdi  of  confidence  jtsot,  niter  a 


lupine  and  ipintieu  it  are.  ixfcora  eiates  oarat  bo  aceai 
of  valour ;  and  Barak  fprihga  inftautly  10  aftion.  See  c.  R. 
and  cr»mp.  c.4.  6,  8. 

Ibid.  Reverfe  thy  captivity*  Be  no  longer  the  Have  of 
Jabin  and  Ids  Chanaanitcs,  but  fubduc  them  in  thy 
turn, 

V,  14.  The  JIavfer  ofJmalei.  ,Thc  brave  Ephnimttts, 
who  nrfided  by  a  mountain  of  that  came,  in  their  tribe. 

Ibid.  Chief  ai4f — fetfire-bearere.  i.  e.  Heads  of  {unifies, 
patriarchal  chiefs.  The  latter  term  might,  perhaps,  be 
rendered  bnceabrovart,  and  the  former  marifmen.  See 
c.m. 

V.  15.  Numbered}  5c c.  By  frpwathig  a  word  from  ▼.  14. 
and  joining  it  to  the  firft  letter  of  the  a  ext  word,,  this  ren¬ 
dering  is  produced.  See  c.  a. 

Ibid.  Borah*  t  trufiy  guard  that  attended  him  into  the  valley. 
Namely,  when  he  went  down  60m  Manat  Tbabor,  to  meet 


the  enemy  on  scry  di {advantageous  ground;  having  00 
cavalry. 

Ibid,  fit  the  dflriftt  of  Reuben  were  great  deSberotiooe. 
Thk  is  4  delicate  but  fcvere  irony  ;  u  appears  Bom  its 
repetition  after,  and  indeed  from  the  context.  The  Reu- 
benites  deliberated  much,  but  did  nothing. 

V,  16.  H^hy  abodejl  than.  See.  The  Reubenitci  were  fe. 
parated  from  die  ten  tribes  by  the  Jordan,  and  from  the 
half  tribe  of  Maoafteh  by  a  chain  of  luBs,  There  they  dbofe 
to  remain  at  quiet  oa  this  trying  occafion ;  and  to  liften 
rather  to  the  fhepherd’s  pipe,  them  to  tlie  found  of  the  marrial 
boro.  Perhaps  they  wcoc  not  included  in  the  cooqueft  of 
Jabio. 

V.  1 7.  Gad,  too.  See.  The  Gadites  imitated  thei’i  odgh- 
bouia,  the  Rcubcnttcs):  being  ftifl  farther  from-  danger. 
The  Daoitcs  and' Afheritca  kept  alfo  at  a  d  [fiance;  fo  that 
Benjamin,  Zebulon,  Naphthali  and  Iflachar  were  the  only 
auiiliariei  of  the  houfe  of  Jofeph  in  this  war.  Of  the  tribes 
of  Judah  and  Simeon  no  mention  is  made.  They  confo 
quently  were  not  concerned. 

I  C  2  Kxngs 


Tit  Sang 


JUDGES.  V. 


of  Dchom, 


Kings  advanced — anon  they  combated^ — 
AtThanach,  by  the  waters  of  Megido, 

Kings  of  Chanaan  combated : 

But  a  fragment  of  filver  they  took  not  away. 

From  the  heavens  combated  the  flare  l 
From  their  orbte  .they  combated  Silefah: 

His  hoft  the  torrent  Kiflmn  fwept  away  l 
Firft  of  torrentfe,  torrent  KUhou  ! 

Thou  trampledft  on  mighty  perfonages. 

Then  were  foundered  the  horfeV  hoofs, 

From  the  headlong  retreat  of  Jus  rider! 

Curse  ye  Moroz  (faith- the  meflenger  Of  the  Lord}* 
Bitterly  curfe  its  inhabitants ; 

Becaufe  they  came  not  to  the  Load’s  afflilance  * 

||  To  the  Lord’s  affiftance,  |  among  the  brave. 

Blessed,  above  other 'Women,  be  Jael, 

The  wife  of  Heber,  the  Kenite !  - 

rBove  all  tent-inhabiting  women,  be  £he  bleft  t 

Water  he  [Stferab]  afked,  milk  fhe  gave : 

In  a  coftly  bowl  (he  prefented  hutter-milk. 

With  her  left  Hand  Ihe  feized  a  pin, 

And  with  her  right  a  ponderous  hammer: 

She  finote  Siferah  :  ihe  fmote  him  on  the  head  : 

She  pierced,  and  perforated  his  temples  ! 

||  At  her  feet  he  tumbled,  and  fell  down ;[ 

||  At  her  feet  he  tumbled  and  fell :  | 

Where  he  tumbled,  there  he  lay  ghaftly  dead  \ 
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TARIOOS  READINGS. 

V.  23*8  wanting  in  chaid.  str.  aeabl  and  20  mss.  and  partly  in  sep.  and  YULG.—V.  17.  g  wanting  in  i<5 

mss.  Ib.  8  wanting  in  ?tr*  and  aaab.  See  c.  R* 


1IF1AS  ATOtT  K  0  T  E  t. 


V.  to.  Xwt  advanced.  There  might  be  in  Jaban.’*  army  Ibid.  Sath  the  meffenger  of  the  Lord.  Probably  he  who 
federal  fittic  kings ;  but  the  plural  number  nay  mean  only  was  fexrt  to  {iitnmon  them  to  the  ftaodard  of  Barak.  Some 
one  king  1  nor  does  it  appear  that  even  Jahiu  hiroictf  was  think  Bank  himfclf  is  meant :  and  fo  the  Chaldee  para- 


oat  king  1  ur  does  it  appear  that  even  Jabin  himfclf  was 
prefent  at  UmengagesaeMs 

V.  SO.  From  tb t  bt&tun^  Stc.  A  molt  beautiful 
image.  A  tempeft  meeting  the  enemy  in  the  face*,  dif- 
com&ted  them,]  and  the  torrent  Kiftum  was  fo  fnddcnly 
fuelled  by  the  rain*  that  many  of  them  were  fweot  away 


by  it  in  their  precipitate  dtgbt:  hence  thepoet  calls  it  the 
pfi  or  frmec  of  torrents.  Tbc  whole  ia  exceedingly 
poetical.  ' 

Vr J|>  Cmrff  y*  Afrm~  The  fame,  perhaps*,  with 
Mtromy  mentioned’ in  Jofh.  11. 5,  See  c.a. 


pbrufer  under&ood  it. 

Ibid.  To  tbc  LartPt  afftflansc  ;  Le.  to  the  afSft&ncc  of  his 


[deftly  V.  14.  Tent-inhabiting  wmkr.  Perhaps,  we  fliodd  rcn- 
away  der  the  whole  line  thns :  jfbove  aft  umrncn  U Jbc  bMftd  ia  her 
it  the  un*  t  i-e.  in  her  fianilyj  Jo every  fort  of  domeftfehappinds. 
liogly  V.aj.  Bcmr^a&k  ua  very  cooling  draught,  as  an  know. 
Comp.  c.  4.  19. 

with  V.  s6  and  27.  This  is  mod  beautifully  exprefledin  the 
original;  every  wwd  of  which,  to  life  a  common  phrafe,  tellt, 

\2  From 


Jfrtui/AJned 


by  the  MiManku* 


JUDGES.  VI* 

48  From  r  Wq^hy  gazed  SifembYmOtber : 

Through  the  lattice  the,  wailing,  cried  : 

“  Why  i$  his  chariot  fo  long  in  coming  l 
M  Why  fo  tardy  his  chariot-wheels  ?” 

2g  The  wifeft  of  her  ladies  aofwered  her  5 

And  returned  ibtfe  wpsdaof  exultation ; 

30  w  Surely  they  have  found*  and  are  dividing  a  booty ! 
w  A  girl,  a  couple  of  girls  to  each  brave  man:. 

**  A  fpoil  of  various  colours  for  giferah: 

“  A  fpoil  of  party-coloured  embroidery, 

M  From  the  necks  of  thofe  that  have  been  fpoiled  1M 

31  So.periih  all  thine  .enemies,  O  Lord  1 
But  may  they,  who  Jove  ||  teer,  become 
Like,  the  fun,  when  he  rifeth  in  his  glory ! 

§  5.  The  fourth  Subjection  of  the  Ifraelites ,  and  their  Deliverance  by  Gideon  Ben-JoaJb. 

1  THE  land  had  now  reft  forty  years :  but  the  children  of  Ilr&el  having  again  done 
evil  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  he  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Midianites, 
j  for  feven  years.  So  Midian  prevailed  againft  lfrael:  and,  from  a  dread  of  the 
Midianites,  the  children  of  lfrael  betdok  therafelves  to  the  hollows  of  the  moun- 

3  tains,  and  to  caverns,  and  fortrefles.— Now,  whensoever  the  Ifraelites  fowed  their 

the  Midianites,  Amal'ekhes,  and  other  eaftern  nations,  came  up  againft  them; 

4  and,  encamping  on  their  territory,  ravaged  the  whole  produce  of  the  ground,  as 
far  as  Gaza;  leaving  for  the  Ifraelites  neither  viduals,  nor  flocks,  nor  herds,  nor 

5  afles.  For  they  brought  up  with  them  their  cattle  and  their  tents,  and  came  like" 
a  multitude  of  locufts:  themfelveB,  and  their- camels,  were  without  number: 

VARIOUS  R  HADING  8. 

V,  31.  ||  &o  SYR-  ARAB*  ve LG.  and  a  mss.  Th$  REST*  Him,  which  may  be.  the  original  reading:  but  (bould  ftill 

be  rendered  in  thcTecond  perforx.  See  c.  R. 

smimoir  votes. 

V.  aB.  Nothing  could  be  more  happily  imagined,  than  V.  30.  A  girl,  Ike.  i.e.  a  female  Daw,  in  thofe  day* 
this  poetical  traniition,  from  Siferah  lying  dead  in  the  tent  of  confide  red  as  a  principal  pan  0/  the  prey.  See  c.  a . 
lari  to  his  mother  anxioufly  waiting  hia  triumphant  return.  Ibid.  From  the  nuh  vf  tbofe  that  have  Utn  fpriltJ*  The 
V*  2Q.  The  of  her  la&u  ;  ue.  of  bar  female  atUn*  word,  rendered  neeh,  might  be  rendered  JbcitltUrt,  The 
dart)  :  her  dtmeta'atour.  There  is  here  a  various  reading  fpoil  alluded  to  Items  t+  have  been  rich fbort  mantles,  which 
in  the  Hebrew,  which  difappears  in  my  verfiou.  The  warriors  ufed  to  war.  Seec.  a. 

word  rendered  the  wfrfi,  is,  *i»  the  prefcnt  printed  text,  in  Ch.  vi.  ver.  2.  HoU&uu  of  the  momtamr*  The  word  feems 
the  plural:  but  fix  manufcrbls,  with  the  Syr.  Arab,  and  to  denote  what  the  French  call  ravixu,  and  the  Americans 
Vulg.  Latin  verfion*,  have  the  fingular.  Sec  c.  a.  geUaj:  formed,  for  thq  mott  part,  by  impetuous  torrents. 

Ib.  And  returned!  &c.  This  line  is  commonly  rendered  V.  3.  Other  eafitrn  nation* ,  The  various  Arab  tribes, 
thus :  Nay,  Jbs  returned  an  aefuMrle  ber/etf;  which  I  have  which  lay  to  the  eaft  of  Judea, 
itjtftcd  for  rcafona  given  in  c.  a. 


13 


for 


fo  njkut  the  Tfrae&v. 


An  Angel  muoarageth  Gideon  U  D  G  E  S*  VI* 

for  they  came  into  the  land  to  lay  It  wafte.  Thus  was  lfrael  brought  'very  low  by  6 
the  Midianites. 

But  the  children  of  lfrael  cried  to  the  Lord  :  ||  and,  when  they  cried  to  the  7 
Lord  ;  |  becaufe  of  the  Midianites  $  the  Lord  fent  to  them  a  prophet,  who  faid  8 
to  them;  u  Thus  faith  the  Lord  ;  *  I  brought  you  out  of  f  the  land  of  j  Egypt, 

“  from  a  ftate  of  fervitude.  I  delivered  you  out  of  the  hand*  of  the  Egyptians,  and  9 
“  of  your  opprelTors ;  and  thefe  nations  I  drove  out  from  before  you,  and  to  you  I 
“  gave  their  land.  And  I  laid  to  you :  I,  the  Lord,  am  your  God  :  revere  not  10 
“  the  god*  of  the  Amoritea,  whofe  land  ye  inhabit :* — but  to  my  voice  ye  would 
“  not  lifteu.” 

After  THiSy  an  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared,  fitting  under  a  turpentine-tree  at  n 
Ophra,  which  belonged  to  Joafh,  an  Abiezerite.  His  fon,,  Gideon,  was  then 
threihing  wheat  in  a  wine-pref*,  to  conceal  it  from  the  Midianites.  To  Him  the  12 
angel  of  the  Lord  appeared,  and  faid:  “TKe  Lord  is  with  thee,  thou  valiant 
“  man  |M  Gideon  anfwered  him ;  “  Oh,  fir !  if  the  Lord  be  with  us,  why  then  13 
**  hath  all  this  mifery  befallen  us?  and  where  are  his  miracles,  which  our  Esthers 
M  told  us  of,  faying;  *  Was  it  not  the  Lord  who  brought  us  out  of  Egypt  ?*— 

“  whereas,  now,  the  Lqrd  hath  forfakeit  us,  and  delivered  u*  into  the  hands  of 
“  the  Midianites.”  The  f  angd  of  the  |  Lord  replied,  and  faid ;  “Go  thou  1  vali-  14 
M  ant  asfthou  art,  and  refcue  lfrael  from  the  hands  of  the  Midianites  i  tt  i$  I,  who 
H  fend  thee.”  “  O  !  my  lord,”  anfwered  Gideon,  w  by.  what  means  lhall  I  refcue  15 
u  lfrael  ?  Lo  t  my  family  is  the  loweft  in  ManafTeh  ;  and  I  am  the  leaft  in  my  fa- 
*-  ther's  houfe  1”  The  f  angel  of  the  j  Lord  faid  to  him ;  u  I  will  afluredly  be  16 
u  with  thee,  and  thou  fhalt  fmite  the  Midiamte*  to  a  mam”  Then  laid  Gideon :  17 
“  If  I  have  found  favour  in  thy  fight,  ||  fhew  me  a  token,  that  thou  fpeakeft  in  the 
“  name  of  the  Lord,  |  Depart  not  hence,  I  pray  thee,  until  I  return  to  thee,  and  18 
“  prefent  to  thee  my  donative/’  He  anfwered,  “  I  will  remain,  until  thou  return.” 

— So  Gideon  went  in,  and  cooked  a  kid,  and  unleavened  cakes  of  an  epha  of  flour ;  19 
and,  putting. the  flefh  and  cakes  in  a  bafket,  and  a  libation  of  pure  wine  in  a  pan,  he 
brought  them  out  and  prefented  them  to  the  angeJ,  under  the  turpentine-tree. 
Then  the  angel  ||  of  the  Lord  |  faid  to  him :  “  Take  the  fldh  and  the  unleavened  30 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  VI;  V.  7.  |]  wanting  in  str.  arab.  vulg^  and  Come  copies  of  *ep.— V.  8.  f  #ep.  str.  Arab.— V.  14.  f  sep. 

•Tsu  ARAB,  and  1  Ka.— V.  46.fagp.---V.  17*  |  And  if  ibati  v/Ui,  new,  do  At  that  thou  baft  faid  U  me,  sep. 

Sec  c.  r. — -V.  ao.  fl  Sochald.  stb.  Arab.  tulo.  The  rest,  Gqjl 

(XPIAKITOKY  HOT  IS. 

V*  I  t ,  *rbrrfhimjf  mrhea!  in  a  ‘tvim-prejt.  The  W  iue-prefle*  V,  19.  A  libation  of  purr  hums.  The  Hebrew  word  is, 

in  Judcajwtr*  dug  in  the  ground ;  and  probably,  tike  tbofe  commoldy,  rendered  Sroth  ;  but  I  think,  with  the  Syriac 
of  Perfia*-  lined  with  mahm-work.  Comp.  Matth.  at*  33.  tren flavor,  that  it  means  a  ldwtion  of  wine,  which  nece£» 
The  word  rendered  tbrfbna  items  to  deaotc  heating  w74  farity  accompanied  every  donative  oflSrredto  the  Lord. 
ndtj  that  the  noifr  might  b*  u  fmalt  as  poffibk. 

14  “  cakes. 


GUeoa  dtfkrcjeib  tbe 


J  XJ  D  OHS.-  VI*  Ahur  of  Boo/,  tyt, 

u  cakes,  and  lay  them  upon  that  rock,  and  pour  out  the  pfarfcwine  over  ibetru 
it  He  did  fo ;  and  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  extending  the  end  of  a  ftafflhal  was  in 
his  hand,  touched  the  fleih  and  the  unleavened  cakes  \  when  a  fire,  iffttipg  from 
the  rock,  cbnfumed  both  the  fleih  and  the  unleavened  cakes:  while  the  angel  of 

22  the  Loro  difappeared, — Gideon,  now,  perceived  that  it  was  an  angel  of  the  LotD, 
and  faid :  w  Alas  the  day,  O  Lord  God  !  fince  I  have  thus  feen,  face  to  face,  an 

23  44  angel  of  the  Lord.”  But  the  Lord  laid  to  him :  44  Peace  to  thee ;  fear  not ; 

24  44  thou  lhalt  not  die” — Then  Gideon,  there,  builded  an  altar  to  the  Lord,  and 
called  it  ieve-shalom  \Tbe  Lord  of fcace\.  Unto  this  day  it  frill  remaspeth  at 

25  Ophra  of  the  Abiezerites.  For,  that  lame  night,  the  Lord  had  laid  to  hun : 
“Take  one  of  thy  father's  young  bulls,'  and  another  bull  fevenyears  old ;  and, 
44  having  demoliihed  the  altar  of  Baal,  that  bcJodgeth  to  thy  father,  and  cut  down 

26  44  the  grove  that  is  by  it,  thou  lhalt  build  an  altar  to  the  Lord,  thy  God,  on  the 
44  top  of  that  rock,  on  the  ordained  fpot ;  ^  and  thou  lhalt  take  the  fecond  'bull, 
“  and  offer  him  as  an  holocauft,  with  the  wood  of  the  grove,  which  thou  lhalt 

*7  “  have  cut  down*” — Gideon,  afliiled  by  ten  of  his  men-fervants,  did  as  the  Lord 
had  laid  to  him :  and  becaufe,  through  the  fear  of  his  father’s  houfehoid  and  of 
a8  the  other  citizens,  he  could  not  do  this  by  day,  he  did  it  in  the  night-  When  the 
citizens  arofe  in  the  morning,  and  law  that  the  altar  of  Baal  had  been  demoliihed, 
and  the  grove  that  was  by  it  cut  down  ;  and  that  one  of  the  two  bulls  had  been 

29  offered,  at  an  holocaujf ,  on  a  newly  erected  altar :  they  faid,  one  to  another :  44  Who 
44  hath  done  this  deed  ?”  And,  on  enquiry  and  interrogation,  it  was  told  to  them, 

30  that  Gideon  Ben-Joalh  had  done  the  deed.  Then  the  citizens  faid  to  Joalh: 
w  Bring  forth  thy  Ion,  and  let  him  die,  for  having  demoliihed  the  altar  of  Baal, 

31  44  and  cut  down  the  grove  that  was  by  it.”  But  Joalh  anfwered  thofe  who  urged 
him :  w  Would  ye  then  become  the  avengers  of  Baal  ?  If  he  be  a  god,  his  infulter, 
44  Ihouid  ye  fpare  him,  will  be  found  dead,  at  break  of  day !  Let  him,  then, 

32  “  avenge  himfelf,  of  him  who  hath  demoliihed  his  altar.” — Hence,  from  that  day, 
his  fon  was  furoamed  jerub-Baal ;  from  hh  father'*,  having  faid :  “  Let  Baal  avenge 
41  himfelf  of  him,  who  has  demoliihed  his  altar*” 

33  Meanwhile,  the  Midianites,  Amalekites,  and  other  eaftera  nations,  had 

Elf  LliTiTOIY  HOT  St. 

V.  z|«  But  the  Lord /aid  to  tin).  Probably  in  a  dream,  V.  The  anfwer  of  Joafh  is  extremely  caatioui,  1. 
that  night}  and  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  fuggefted  to  him,  think  it  ha*  bee  a  generally  mtfrmtkrftood,  and  confequentlf 
the  demolition  of  Baal**  altar,  &c.  a*  is  related  v.  35.  For  mifihterpretcd,  The  trite  meaning  i  take  bo  be  this;.  If 
V.  24.  is  an  hiftorical  anticipation,  very  common  hi  Scripture  Baal  be  really  a  god,  ye  need  not  avenge  hil  quarrel,  or 
narratives}  which  has  not  always  been  well  attended  CO,  by  define  the  death  of  my  (tin:  Baal  will  fpeedfly  avenge him- 
tranHators.  felf  j  and  you  will  f«  the  demolilher  of  hisaltn  die  a  fodden 

V,  26.  Then /hot  take  the /cumd  butt,  It »  not  laid  what  death.  See  c.  a.  . 

he  was  to  do  with  the  other  yonng  hull  or  fteer  •  hut  we  V.  31.  J*rvh-3aal,  i.  £.  I^-BuaLavenge.  The  Hebrew*, 
may  readily  fnppofe  he  was  tof*  be  offered  W  a  Ample  fin-  and  indeed  mo  El  other  nation*,  were  wont  to  give  funntnea 
offering,  or  euchatillic  frcrifice;  the  fleih  of  which  might  from  particular  occurrences ;  fometimes  trlflinglf  enough, 
be  eaten  by  the  offerer  and  his  aflbeiste*.  S«  c,  a. 

1 5  affembled. 


Gideon  famansuib  the  People,  JUDGE  S.  VII*  <7ad  feieUeii  three  hwdred  Mm. 

aflembled,  and  palled  over  the  Jordan;  and  were  encamped  in  the  plain  of  Jezreel: 
when  Gideon,  impelled  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord,  caufed  the  trumpet  of  war  to  34 
he  blown  ;  and  all  the  Abiezerites  flocked  about  him.  He  then  fent  meflengers  to  35 
the  whole  tribe  of  ManafTdh,  who  inftantly  joined  him.  He  alfofent  meflengers 
to  the  tribes  of  A  (her,  Zebylon,  and  NaphtbaU ;  who  came  to  meet  the  others. — 
Then  Gideon  faid  to  ||  Gop:  “If  by  mine  hand  thou  wilt  fave  Ifrael,  as  thou  haft  36 
“  faid,  Lo  !  let  me  place  in  this  threfliing^floor  a  fleece  of  wool ;  and  if  dew,  nest  37 
“  mornt  be  found-  on  the  fleece  only,  and  the  whole  ground,  abut  it ,  be  dry  ; 

“  then  {hall  I  know  that  thou  wilt,  as  thou  haft  laid,  fave  Ifrael  by  mine  hand.” 

So  it  was:  for,  on  riling  early  next. morning,  and fqueezing  the  fleece,  he  wrung  38 
■out  of  it  a  bowlful  of  water.  Again  Gideon  laid  to  ||  God  ;  14  Let  not  thine  ire  be  39 
iC  hot  againft  me,  if  I  make  one  more  requeft :  let  me,  I  pray  thee,  make  another 
“  trial  with  the  fleece :  let  the  fleece  only  be  dry ;  and  on  all  the  ground,  around 
“  />,  let  there  be  dew.”  This,  j|  alfo,  God  did  that  night  :  for,  next  mom, ,  the  fleece  4° 
only  was  dry  ;  while  there  waa  dew  on  all  the  ground. 

Then  jerub-Baal- Gideon,  and  all  the  people  with  him,  arofe  early  in  the  mom-  * 
ing,  and  encamped  by  ||  En-harad ;  the  hoft  of  Midian  being  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
them,  in  the  vale,  by  the  hill  of  Moreh.  But  the  Lord  faid  to  Gideon  :.  tt  The  » 
44  people  with  thee  are  too  many,  for  me  to  give  into  their  hands  the  Midianites  ; 
u  left  the  Ifraelites  vaunt  themfelves  againft .  me,  laying ;  ‘  Our  own  hands  have 
44  faved  us  ':*  now,  therefore,  go  and  make,  in  the  hearing  of  the  people,  this  pro-  3 
“  clamation  :  *  Whofoever  is  fearful  and  faint-hearted,  let  him  return  from  Mount 
**  jlGilboa.’  n  On  this,  twenty-two  thouland  of  the  people  returned,  and  but  ten 
thoufand  remained.  Again  the  Lord  laid  to  Gideon :  “  The  people  are  foil  too  4 
44  many:  bring  them  down  to  the  waters,  that  there  I  may  prove  them  for  thee: 

44  and  of  whomfoever  I  £hall  lay  to  thee :  1  Let  fuch  a  one  go  with  thee  5*  the  fame 
44  with  thee  fhall  go ;  but  of  whomfoever  I  (hall  fay  :  *  Let  not  fuch  a  one  go  with 

44  thee with  thee  he  muft  not  go.” - So  he  brought  down  the  people  unto  the  5 

waters ;  when  the  Lord  faid  to  Gideon :  44  All  thofe,  who  lhall  lap  of  the  waters 
14  with  their  tongues,  as  a  dog  lappeth,  thou  (halt  fet  apart  by  themfelves ;  and, 

44  flkewife,  all  thofe  who  bend  the  knee  to  drink.*  Now  the  number  of  thofe  6 
who  lapped,  from  hand  to  mouth,  were  three  hundred  men ;  but  all  the  reft  of 

VARIOUS  HEADINGS. 

V.  36* ft  tfie  Lqxd*  chald.  $yiu  arab.  Sec  c,  lu— V.  39.  ff  fTv  Loxik  cUald. — -V. .  40.  g  The  Lojw. 
aRab. — CH.  VII.  v.  i.  ft  al.  Bn-badar. — V.  3.  |  The  prefent  text,  and  all  die  verilons;  have  Gilead  t  but 
l  am  convinced,  with  Le  Clerc  and  Houbigant,  that  Gtiboa  is  the  genuine  reading.  See  c.  r. 

(irunTOii  hots  s. 

Cb.  viL  »er.  4.  Prove  them*  Lit.  rtfae  them,  as  gold  manly  s&tc  {older  contented  himklf  with  a  pallhjg  fup  of 
andUlrcr  are  refined.  the  rrirdhing  ftneara  *.  while  the  more  painty,  and  ffug- 

V.y.  Lapping  water  from  the  hollow  of  the  hand,  wu  gilhiy  inclined,  kpeded  down  to  draw  large  draught*  from 
-coafidcred  as.  a  mark  of  fcbtiety  and  promptitude.  The  the  water's  brim. 

16  the 
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**pt*r*i  *h*  JUDGES.  Vlf.  Camp  afth*  MidvauU^  tff. 

the  people  bowed  down  oo  their  knees,  to  drink  water.  Then  the  Loan  hid  to 
Gideon ;  “  By  the  three  hundred  men,  who  lapped,  I  wiH  fave  you,  and  deliver 
“  the  Midiani&ea  into  your  hands :  let  all  the  reft  of  the  people  go,  every  one  to 

8  w  his  own  home.” — So,  retaining,  only  thofe  three  hundred  men,  and  the  provifions 
and  trumpets  of  the  people,  he  difmifled  all  the  other  liraelitea,  every  one  to  his 
own  home* 

9  Below  him,  in  the  vale,  was  the  camp  of  the  Midianites ;  and,  that  fame 
night,  the  Loro  laid  to  him:  a  Aiife,  go  down,  with  thy  mai^  unto  the  camp ; 

10  u  for  into  thy  hands  I  deliver  it.  But  if  thou  be  afraid  to  go  down,  witb  tfyfnent 

n  “go  jirjl  down  thyfelf  unto  the  camp,  with  thy  fervant  Phurah  ;  and  when  thou 

“  fhalt  have  heard  what  they  Iky  in  the  camp,  thou  wilt  be  emboldened  to  go 
“  down,  afterward,  with  more  intrepidity.’*  So  he  went  down,  with  his  fervant 

12  Phurah,  unto  the  uttermoft  ranks  of  the  camp ;  now  the  Midianites,  Amalekites, 
and  other  eaftern  nations  overfpred  the  vale,  like  a  multitude  of  locufts ;  and  their 

13  camels  were,  in  multitude,  without  number,  like  the  faad  on  the  fea-fhore.  Juft 
as  Gideon  arrived,  a  man  was  telling  a  dream  to  his  companion  :  “  Lo  !**  faid  he, 
“  I  have  had  a  dream.  A  cake  of  barley-bread,  I  thought,  tumbled  into  the  camp 
w  of  the  Midianites,  and  reached  a  tent,  and  ftruck  it  down,  and  hud  it  Hat  to  the 

14  “  ground  V  His  companion  anfwered  and  faid :  “  What  elfe  is  that,  hut  the 
M  fword  of  Gideon  Ben-JoaJh,  a  man  of  Ifrael  j  into  whofe  hands  Goo  hath  de- 

15  w  livered  the  Midianites,  and  this  whole  camp  ?"  When  Gideon  heard  this  dream 
told,  and  its  interpretation  given,  he  worfhipped  the  Loro  :  and,  returning  to 
the  camp  of  the  Israelites,  he  faid ;  M  Arife,  for  into  your  hands  hath  the  Loro 

]6  “  delivered  the  camp  of  Midian.” — He  then  divided  the  three  hundred  men  into 
three  companies;  and  in  the  hands  of  air  of  them  he  put  trumpets,  and  empty 

17  pitchers  with  torches  in  them  j  and  faid  to  them :  “  Keep  an  eye  on  me  j  and,  lo! 
44  when  I  come  to  the  outride  of  the  camp,  whatfoever  I  do,  ye  fhall  do  the  fame. 

18  “  When  I  and  they  who  are  with  me  blow  the  trumpet,  blow  ye  the  trumpet  alfo, 
“  on  every  iide  of  the  camp,  and  fhout:  *  fThe  fword  of  |  the  Lord  and  of 

YAaious  a  e  a  d  1  w  c  3. 

V.  18.  "j*  CHAL.D-*  STS.  ARAB,  and  10  MSS. 


'  EXP  LAS  A  TO 

V.  8.  By  following  too  dufdy  the  arrangement  of  the 
Hebrew  words,  moft  traaflatora  have  given  an  appearance 
of  confufion  to  this  wife.  I  think  I  have  given  the  true 
meaning.  The  general  flock  of  provifions  tfas  kept  for 
the  ufc  of  ihta  little  army;  and  as  each  oF  them  was  10 
blow  with  a  trumpet,  it  was  nccdlary  to  retain  all  the 
trumpets.  See  c.  a. 

V.  1 1.  Tite.  vttcrmqfl  rank,  i»  e.  tbe  fentioeU,  or  witch* 
guard. 

V.  1 3.  A  cake  of  harleyb-tod,  This  feem»  to  allude  to 
the  low  condition  of  Gideon,  mentioned  ch.  6.  15.  If  a 
huge  ftonc  had  rolled  agaiufl  a  tent,  there  would  hare  been 

VOL.  II.  J 


KY  MOTES. 

no  wonder,  if  it  overturn*!  it ;  but  that  this  (boold  be  done 
by  a  poor  barley -cake  wfcs  wonderful  indeed— The  worth 
a  man  ef  lfro*ir  in  the  nt*t  terfe,  appear  alfo  to  have  a  re¬ 
ference  to  tbe  mtannds  off  Gideon’s  family.  It  was  neither 
king,  nor  chief,  that  wa*  to  fubdue  them }  bet  a  common 
Ifraelste.  See  c.  a. 

Ibid.  Rctuhfd  A  tad-,  etc.  Whether  this  wag  tbe  dreamer’s 
own  tent,  or  the  generals  tent,  interpreters  are  not  agreed. 
Perhaps  the  word  Aral  may  here  mean  the  whole  encamp¬ 
ment. 

V.  16.  Empty  pitchers  I  to  conceal  the  torches,  until  the 
proper  occafioa. 

7  D  Gideon  i* 
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Difeat  of  the  MitfiatUiet*  JUDGES*  VIII*  C^turtef  Orth  and  Zed. 


w  Gideon  !H  Now  Gideon,  and  the  hundred  men  who  were  with  him,  arrived 
at  the  camp  about  the  beginning  of  the  middle  watch  (for  the  watch  was  but  juft 
fet) ,  when  they  blew  their  trumpets,  and  broke  the  pitchers  that  were  in  their  bands. 
Thus  the  three  companies  blew  the  trumpets,  and  broke  the  pitchers ;  then,  hold-  20 
ing  in  their  left  hands  the  torches,  and  in  their  right  hands  the  bio  w-trumpets,  they 
fhouted :  **  The  fword  of  ithe  Lord,  and  of  Gideon !”  and  ftood  ftiH,  every  one  it 
in  his  own  place,  around  the  camp.  Inftantly  the  whole  camp  of  Midian  was  in 
confufion  ;  and  they  roared  ?out,  and  fled.  For,  while  the  three  hundred  men  blew  %% 
the  trumpets,  the  Lord  turned  every  man's  fword  againft  his  fellow,  throughout 
the  whole  camp ;  and  the  f  whole  camp  fled  toward  Beth-feta  of  [j  Zeredath;  and 
toward  the  brink  of  AbeWmehola  by  |j  TabatK — The  Ifraelites  then  rallied  together  23 
from  Naphthali,  and  from  Afher,  and  from  all  Manaflfeh  ;  to  purfue  the  Midianites. 
And  Gideon  fent  meflengers  throughout  all  Mouat-Ephraim,  faying;  u  Go  down  24 
u  againft  the  Midianites,  and  intercept  them  at  the  waters  by  Beth-bara,  and  at  the 
u  Jordan,”  So  all  the  men  of  Ephraim  aflembled  and  took  poflcfSon  of  the  waters 
toward  Beth-bara,  and  of  the  Jordan ;  and  they  caught  two  Midianite  chiefs,  Oreb  23 
and  Zeeb ;  and  flew  Oreb  at  the  rock^  Jmce  called  OrebVrock ;  and  Zeeb  they  flew 
at  a  w'me-prcfs,  called  Jince  the  wine-prefs  of  Zeeb;  and  continued  purfuing  the 
Midianites.  But  the  heads  of  Oreb  and  Zeeb  they  brought,  from  the  other  fide 
of  the  Jordan,  to  Gideon :  to  whom  the  men  of  Ephraim  fiud ;  “  Why  haft  thou  1 
“  fo  ferved  ue,  not  to  call  us,  when  thou  firft  wentefl  to  combat  the  Midianites  V* 
and  they  ftrongly  expoftulated  with  him.  But  he  find  to  them :  •*  How  little  ^ 
“  have  I  now  done,  in  comparifon  with  you !  Is  not  the  gleaning  of  the  grapes  of 
a  Ephraim  better  than  the  whole  vintage  of  Abiezer  ?  Into  your  hands  ||  the  Lord  |  3 

*  hath  delivered  Oreb  and  Zeeb,  chiefs  of  Midian !  What  have  I  been  able  to  do, 

**  in  comparifon  with  you  On  hia  faying  thefe  words,  they  were  pacified. 


VARIOUS  READINC4. 

V.  22.  t  STB-  ab  ah.  a ad  6  mss.  Ib,  n  al.  Zereraib.  See  c.  R.  lb.  |  ai.  Jet-bath.^ CH.  VHE  v.  3.  fl  So  *£r. 
Chau),  arab.  vulc.  and  4  u$s-  One  has  tie  Lord  God  t  the  rest,  God . 


,  uruiAT 

V.  to.  About  the  beginning  cf  tin  middle  et wtebt  i.  e,  about 
our  midnight. 

V.  ao.  That,  4c.  The  ftratagem  of  Gideon  was,  though 
a  bold,  yet  a  uxU  condu&cd  one.  Three  hundred  torches 
bhtmg  out  at  once,  on  three  fides  of  the  camp,  and  the 
found  of  three  hundred  trumpets  in  the  fame  dire&kms, 
announced  a  graft  and  general  attack;  and  mull  have  filled 
with  conftenutfon  an  unprepared  and  hcedkfs  hod ;  of 
which  the  grounds  of  the  number  would  only  fern:  to  in- 
creafe  the  confufion. 

V,  1).  The  Lord  turned  every  met*’j  f<mordt  &c.  In  their 
hurry  andconfternattoa,  they  could  not,  inthe  darknds  of 
the  night,  diftinguiftt  friend  from  foe. 

Ib-  Beth. fa  a.  Some  place  aigh  to  Zeredath j  .  called 
I  Kings  7, 46.  Zarthan, 

V ,  *4.  Beth-bara.  The  fame,  I  think,  with  Beth-abarru 


a  v  VOTES. 

To  arrive  at  that  place  the  Midianites  had  to  cro&  two  wa¬ 
ters  or  brooks,  which  at  that  time  might,  probably,  not  be 
eafily  pafied ;  befide  the  Jordan,  which  was  forcuUe  only 
at  certain  places.  Thofe  waters,  and  the  Jordan  itfelf* 
Gideon  bids  the  inhabitant*  of  Mount-Ephraim  pre-occupy, 
fcr  the  purpofeof  intercepting  the  fugitive*  who  might  ukc 
that  route;  while  he  with  his  Uttlc  army  ptur&ed  the  enemy 
by  the  way  of  Zeredath,  and  Succoth,  See.  See  the  map. 

Ch.  wuu  ver,  1,  fVfy,  &c.  The  tribe  of  Ephraim  was, 
after  Judah,  the  isoft  powerful  of  all  the  Ifraehtes ;  and  ex¬ 
tremely Jealous  of  their  fuperiority.  On  thisoccafion,  they 
were  afiroaied  that  a  mean  Abi’ezcrite,  from  beyond  the 
Jordan,  ihouU  have  undertaken  fo  great  ao  enterpnfe  with¬ 
out  confute ag  them.  Hence  their  expoftoiai  ton  to  Gideon  { 
whofe  prudent  and  mod  eft  anfwer  was  well  calculated  to 
pacify  them.  Coop.  c.  1  1,  1 — 6. 


Then 


Gidem pvrftteib  tb£mmy,  J  U  D  G  E  S.  VIII*  7W  hue  Kap  cafivtd. 

4  Then  Gideoa  wnt  and  pafled  over  the  Jordan,  he  and  the  three  hundred  men 

5  who  accompanied  him,  faint  indeed*  yet  fill  purfumg. — To  the  men  of  Succoth  he, 
therefore,  faid  2  “  Give,  1  pray  you,  fome  loaves  of  bread  to  the  people  who- ac- 
“  company  me;  for  they  are  faint,  and  I  am  in  purfuit  of  Zebah  and  Zalmunah, 

6  “  kings  of  Midian,”  But  the  magiftrates  of  Succoth  anfwered  1 “  Have  your  hands. 
“  laid  hold  on  Zebah  and  Zalmunah;  that  we  Ihould  give  bread  to  thine  hoft?” 

7  Gideon  replied:.  “  For  this,  when  the  Lord  fhall  have  delivered  Zebah  and  Zal- 
M  munah  into  mine  hands,  then  will  I  chaftife  you  with'  wild -briers  and  thorns.” 

8  Hence  he  proceeded  to  Phaniel,  and  made  the  fame  requeft :  but  the  men  of  Pha~ 

9  niel  anfwered  him  as  the  men  of  Succoth  had  done  •  fo  to  the  men  of  Phaniel  he 
alfo  faid:  w  When  I  return,  fuccefaful,  I  will  demoliih  this  tower.” 

10  Zebah  and  Zalmunah  were,  then,  at  Karkor,  with  their  hofts,  about  fifteen 
thoufand  men;  the  whole  remainder  of  all  the  hofts  of  thofe  eaftem  nations :  for 
there  had  fallen  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  thoufand ;  all  men  who  drew  the. 

1 1  fword.  Gideon,  now,  continuing  his  route,  by  the  way  of  the  Scenites,  who  dwell 
to  the  eaft  of  Noba  and  Jogbeha,  fell  upon  the  camp  of  the  Midianttes *  when  they 

12  thought  themfelvea  fecure  :  and,  Zebah  and  Zalmunah  fleeing,  he  purfued  them, 
and  took  prifoners  thofe  two  kings  of  Midian  *  and  difeomflted  all  their  hoft. 

13  From  this  war,  Gideon  Ben-Joafh  returned  by  the  heights  of  Har& :  and 

14  having  found  a  young  man  of  Succoth,  he  queftioned  him ;  and  the  young  man  de- 
icrihed  to  him  the  magiftrates  of  Succoth,  and  its  elders ;  feventy-feven  perfons. 

15  He  then  accofted  the  men  of  Succoth,  and  faid :  “  Behold  Zebah  and  Zalmunah, 
“  with  regard  to  whom  ye  upbraided  me,  faying ;  *  Have  your  hands  laid  hold 

16  “  on  Zebah  and  Zalmunah;  that  we  fhould  give  bread  to  thy  faint  men  V*  He 
then  took  the  elders  of  the  city,  and  with  wild-briers  and  thorns  chaftifed  the  men 

17  of  Succoth. — The  tower  of  Phaniel  he  alfo  demolifhed ;  and  flew  the  men  of  that 

18  city. — To  Zebah  and  Zalmunah  he  then  faid :  “  .What  fort  of  men  were  they,  whom 
“  ye  flew  at  Thabor  ?”  They  anfwered :  u  Such  as  thou  art,  they  were :  each  of 

19  “  them  refemhling  the  fon  of  a  king.”  “  They  were  mine  own  brothers,”  faid 
he,  tt  the  fons  of  mine  own  mother :  as  the  Lord  liveth,  if  ye  had  fpared  them,  I 

20  “  would  not  flay  you.” — He  then  faid  to  his  firft-bom  fon  Jether:  **  Go,  flay  them 
but  the  youth  drew  not  his  fword ;  for,  being  yet  but  a  youth,  he  was  afraid. 

IXTIAKATOtY  NOTES. 

V.  6.  It  may  feem  aftonifliine  that  the  Inhabitants  of  quarter.  ff  JogUba  be  the  feme  with  RamnilfG2tait  &s 
Succoth  and  Phaniel  fhould  refute  bread  to  their  fa  ini  feed  the  Chaldee  paraphraOi  fuppofea,  the  Midianitta  were  pro¬ 
tect  Men  :  but  haring  bceo'fcvec  years  under  the  dotni  cation  bablv  eucamped  fomeyvhere  about  JtbeU*  called  c.  it.  33. 
of  the  Muiianites,  they  dreaded  their  vengeance';  and  Abtl-cbrrimimthc,  if  vmjarfU.  Gideon  appear* 

deemed  it  highly  impiobabkthat  Gideon  Could  fucceed.  ttfhare  returned  to  Su.  coth  by  another  fecnter  way }  name- 
V.  1 1 .  The  route  of  Gideon,  from  Phaniel,  feems  to  ly,  by  the  height*  « f  Hash,  or fvn-billt  j  proikably  lb  called, 
have  been  acrofs  the  mountains  of  Gilead,  to  the  north -eaft  becaufe,  over  them,  tue  riling  fun  was  6rd  feen  by  the 
of  the  Jabok,  through  a  trait  of  conntry  inhabited  by  Sn-  inhabitants  of  the  low  country  about  the  Jordan;  and, 
mtn  or  Bedwhus  hence  he  came  unexpe&edly  upon  the  indeed,  by  all  the  IfraeHtci,  who  refuied  on  the  weflem  fide 
camp  of  the  Midtanitei,  who  looked  for  no  anaet  from  that  of  that  river, 

19  D  2  Then 


Gideon  nfafrtb  t*  nde  ovtr  IJrael  /  JUDGES*  VIU.  bn  Ojftfrmg — anJ  bigtk. 

Then  Zebah  and  Zalmunah  laid :  “  Cope,  fall  upon  us  thyielfo  for  the  might  of  a  u 
w  man  h  proportionate  to  his  age.M  So  Gideon  arofe,  and  flew  Zebah  and  Zal- 
munab ;  and  took  to  hirafelf  the  crefcents,  and  pendants ,  and  purple  garments  that 
were  on  them ,  and  the  collart  that  were  about  their  camels’  necks. 

Th  s  men  .of  lfrael,  now},  fkkf  to  Gideon :  w  Rule  thou  over  us ;  both  thou  aod  at 
wthy  fon,  and  thy  fon*s  fcpalfo:  fince  thou  haft  refcued  us  from  the  hands  of  the 
**  Midtamtes.*’  But  Gideon|  anfwered :  u  I  will  not  rule  over  you ;  nor  fhall  my  £bn  23 
M  rule  over  you:  let  the  Lord  rule  over  you*  I  have  only  one  requeft,"  added  24 
he,  w  to  make  to  you:  grant  me  every  man  the  golden  pendants,  found  in  his  fhaxe 
M  of  the  booty  :Mfor  thofe  df  the  flain,  who  were  Ifhmaelites,  woregQlden  pendants. 
They  anfwered :  u  We  freely  grant  them.11' — So  they  ipred  a  cloth,  and  caft  into  it  25 
every  man  the  pendants,  found  hi  his  fliare  of  the  booty.  Now  the  weight  of  the  26 
golden  pendants,  which  he  had  requefted,  was  one  thousand  and  feven  hundred 
Jbekeh  of  gold ;  be  fide  the  crefcents,  and  drops,  and  purple  garments,  that  were  on 
the  kings  ofMkfian  j  and  the  collars  that  were,  about  the  necks  of  then*  camels.  Of  *7 
all  thofe  things  Gideon  made  an  ephod,  which  he  placed  in  hk  own  city  Ophra : 
whither  afl  the  Ifradkcs  went  affray  after  k:  fb  that  k  became  a  fcandal  to  Gideon 
and  to  his  houfe. 

Thus  were  the  Midianrtes  humbled,  before  the  children  of  lfrael  $  fc  much,  28 
that  they  no  moreraifed  their  head  r  and  the  land  was  unmofefted,  in  the  days  of 
Gideon,  forty  years*  NowGfdeoa  Jerub-BaabBenwJoafh  went  and  refided  at  his  own  29 
houfe:  and1  he  had  feventy  fona  of  his  own  body  begotten :  for  he  had  a  number  30 
of  wives*  A  concubine,  whom  he  kept  at  Sichem,  alfo  bore  a  fon  to  himj  to  31 
whom  was  given  the  name  of  Abimelech.— Gideon  Ben-Joafh  died  at  a  good  age ;  32 
and' was  burred  m  the  fcpulcbreof  his  father  Joafh,  at  Ophra  of  the  Afriezerkes. 

§  6.  The  jbort  Reign  of  Abimelech ,  at  Sicbem*  See. 

NG  former  was  Gideon  dead,  than  the  children  of  lfrael  relapfed  j  and  went  33 
aftray  after  the  gods  of  Chatman  /  and  made  Baal-bcrith  their  fpecial  god.  Thus  34 

miiiriTUT  «qth. 


the 


jtbimleei  ti&th  hit  BreAertf  J  li  D  G  E  S»  IX*  dadit  made  Kbg  at  S&s&n ». 

the  children  of"  i&tel  no  mate  minded  the  Lot  D,  their  ©wtf  Oor;  fcfco  W  rd^ 
35  feued  them  from  the  hands  of  all  their' enemies  around :  nor  (hewed  they  gmhade 
to  the  houfe  of  Jerub-Baal-Gideon  ;  corrcfpoadtng  to  ah  the  kindnefs  whidUi*  had 
i  (hewn  to  them. — For  Abimelech  Ben-Jerub-Baal,  going  to  his  mother’s  brethren  4t 
Sichem,  argued  with  them,  and  with  the  whole  houfe  of  his  mother  V  father,  fay- 
i  in£:  44  Wbdfper  ye  theft  wards  in  the  ears  of  aH  the  magiftrates  of  Sichem :  fcTi  it 
u better  for  you,  that  aH  the  (bos  of  Jernb-Baaf,  ferenty  men*  rule  over  you? 
44  or  that  one  rule  over  you  ?  Confider,  alfo,  that  I  am  your  own  bone  aedflefh,’* 
5  All  tbefe  words  his  mother's  brethren  whifpered,  for  him,  in  the  ears  of  tbema- 
giftrates  of  Sichem;  and  their  hearts  were  inclined  to  follow  Abimelech  ;  for  they 

4  (aid  :  w  He  is  our  own  brother.’*  And  they  granted  him  feventy  fiiekel*  of  filvetr 
out  of  thetreaftry  ef  the  temple  of  BsaLherith ;  with  which  he  hired  idle  Vagabond*, 

5  who  accompanied  him.  JVitb  theft  he  went  to  his  father’*  houfe,  at  Ophra ;  and, 
-  on  one  ftone,  flew  his  brothers  the  fons  of  Jerub-Baal,  feventy  men;  lave  Jotham, 

the  youngeft  forv  of  Jerub~Bsud,  who  efeaped  by  hiding  himielfi 

6  Then  all  the  magiftrates  aflembled,  together  with  die  Vrhde  houfe  of  M£U^; 
and  went  and  made  Abimelech  king,  at  the  turpentine-tree*  which  Hands  by.  SL 

j  chem.  When  tins  was. told  to  Jotham,  he  went  and  flood  on  the  top  of  Mount* 
Garizim,  and  raifed  his  voice  and  exclaimed  :  u  Liften  to  me,  ye  mlgidrateS  of 

8  **  Sichem  !  fo  may  Goo  Men  to  you.  The  trees  met,  Once,  to  anoint  a  king  over 

9  “  them :  and  to  the  olive-tree  they  (aid:  4  Be  thou  king  over  us*1  But  the  oK**- 
«  tree  anfwered  them :  4  Shall  I  relinquUh  mine  -  oil ;  for  which  I  am  lb  highly 

10  44  prized,  by  gods  and  toe ft ;  to  go  and  bear  fway  over  the  ether  trees  T— The  trees 
n  4(  then  (aid  to  the  fig-tree:  •  Come!  be  thou  king  over  us.’  But  the  fig-tree 

«  anfwered  :  4  Shall  I  reUnquifl*  my  favoury,  excellent  fruit,  to  go  and  bear  fway 

12  “  over  the  other  trees  ?’ — Then  faid  the  trees  to  the  vine :  4  Come !  be  thou  king 

13  44  over  us.*  But  the  vine  anfwered :  4  Shalt  l  relinquifli  my  wine,  which  cheeiteth 

14  “  both  gods  and  men,  to  go  and  bear  fway  over  the  other  trees  Then  all  the 

15  44  trees  faid  to  the  bramble :  4  Come I  be  thou  king  over  us.*  The  bramble  anfwered 
**  thus:  4  If  ye  fmcerely  mean  to  anoint  me  for  ydur  king  ;  come,  and  take  Ihelter 
44  under  my  (hade !  otherwife,  let  fire,  ifluing  from  the  bramble,  confume  the 


explanatory  MOTES. 


CH.  ix.  ver.  i.  BaaUaritb  j  a  Chaowmitc  god  j  fuppofed 
to  be  the  awager  of  breach  of  covenant.  Tot  god  of  tvoc~ 

**  V.  e.  Onen*  J?9*x.  We  fbould  6y  on  oat  hkeh*  They 
were  bebe*dcd,Eke  th*  (oosof  Ahab.  Sec  2  King*  10. 7. 

V.  6.  The  Vfbok  bouft  of  Mila. .  Milo  feem*  to  have  been 
a  ftrong  place ;  either  adjoining  to  Skhero,  or  ra  its  neigh¬ 
bourhood:  called  v. 4  and  6.  the  to  wr  of  Sichem  j  where 
was  the  temple  of  Baid-berith. 

V.  8,  See.  This  11  the  fir  ft  fable,  or  apologue,  which  we 
read  in  the  Hebrew  Scripture#.  It  Is  elegantly  turned,  and 


cedes  in  nothing'  to  the  febtes  of  £fop  dr  Lockman.  The 
application  Is  ftnitiagly  <arcafticaL  The  gennine  and  gear, 
rous  offspring  of  Jerub-Baal  bad  no  wifh  to  be  blogs  j  but 
the  fpunous  bramble-!  if  «  Abimclach  eagerly  gmps  die 
regal  power. 

v.  9*  By  vibkh  1  am  'Xo  highly priced,  &c.  I  bare  endea¬ 
voured  to  exprefc  the  ft£  meaning,  though  not  the  letter 
of  the  l cat.  Equivalent  almoft  is  the  verfibn  of  Jerom : 
which  god*  and  me»  tffoj.  The  Greek  traofiators,  at  kail 
according  to  the  Vatican  copy,  feem  to  have  read  different¬ 
ly  ;  for  they  render:  ly  icbub  men  hoamr  God*  Sec  c.  I. 


w  cedars 


21 


Difcord  between  i he  JUDGES.  IX«  SiehemiUr  and Abimelech  y  wbe 

“  cedars  of  Lebanon  V — If,  then,  by  making  Abimelech  king,  ye  have  a£ted  16 
“"honeftly  and  fincerely ;  and  have  (hewn  friendftup  to  Jerub-Baal  and  his  houfe, 
u  and  done  to  him  according  to  his  defervings  (for  my  father  fought  for  you,  at  17 
“  the  great  rifk  of  his  life;  and  rdcued  you  from  the  hands  of  the  Midianites : 

M  yet  have  ye,  now,  rifen  up  againft  my  father's  houfe,  and  jQain,  on  one  flone,  18 
“  feventy  men,  his  fons ;  and  the  fon  of  his  (lave,  Abimelech,  ye  have  made  king 
“  over-  the  Sichemites ;  beiaufe  he  is  your  own  relation)  :~-If,  I fay,  ye  have  now  19 
“  a&ed  hone  lily  and  fincerfcly  with  Jerub-Baal  and  his  houfe,  congratulate  ye  Abi- 
H  melech ;  and  let  Abimelfech  congratulate  you :  otherwife,  let  fire,  ifluing  from  20 
u  Abimelech,  confume  the  magiftfates  of  Sichem  and  the  houfe  of  Milo  j  and  let 
“’fire,  ifluing  from  the  magiftrates  of  Sichem  and  the  houfe  of  Milo,  confume 
a  Abimelech  !* — So  faying^  Jotham  fled  with  fpeed;  and  went  to  Beer,  and  re-  11 
fided  there,  for  fear  of  his  brother  Abimelech. 

Wheh  Abimelech  had  reigned  over  Ifrael  three  years,  the  Lord  fent  a  fpirit  of  l) 
difeord  between  Abimelech  and  the  magiftrates  of  Sichein ;  and  the  magiftrates  of 
Sichem  a&ed  deceitfully,  with  regard  to  Abimelech ;  that  the  cruelty  done  to  the  24 
feventy  fons  of  Jerub-Baal  might  he  revenged,  and  their  blood  be  laid  upon  Abi¬ 
melech,  their  brother,  who  had  flain  them  ;  as  well  as  upon  the  magiftrates  of 
Sichem,  who  had  abetted  him  in  the  daughter  of  his  brothers. — So  the  magiftrates  25 
of  Sichem  laid  ambufties  for  him,  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains;  who  robbed  all 
who  travelled  that  way :  and  this  was  told  to  Abimelech.- — Meanwhile  Gaal  |[  Ben-  a6 
Ebed  |  had,  with  his  brethren,  come  over- to  Sichem :  and  in  him  the  magiftrates 
of  Sichem  had  put  their  confidence.  So,  when  they  had  gone  out  into  the  fields,  17 
and  gathered  in  their  vintage,  ami  prefled  their  grapes  •  they  kept  a  feftival  in  the 
temple  of  their  god ;  and  ate  and  drank,  and  fpoke  coutemptuoufly  of  Abimelech. 

“  For, who  (faid  Gaal  Ben-Ebed)  is  Abimelech!  and  who  is  Sichem !  that  we  fhould  28 
u  ferve  him  ?  Have  not  a  fon  of  Jerub-BaaTs,  and  his  deputy  Zebu!,  made  (laves 
M  of  the  Hemorite  Sichemites  ?  yet  why  fhould  we  be  his  Haves  ?  I  with  I  had  *  29 


VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  IX.  r.  ad.  ah  Bcrt-Eber ,  which  may  be  the  true  reading.  See  c.  R.— V.  29.  •  oil^  2  mss. 


izrufi  at 

V,  si.  Ta  Beer.  A  eity  10  the  tribe  of  Judah  j  who 
ferin  to  hare  had  so  concern  in  all  theie  crests.  Nay.,  die 
fane  Rppean  to  have  been  confined  to  Sichem  and  fane 
other  placet  in  its  vicinity* 

V.  a  6.  Goal  Bn- Bird.  Who,  or  whence  he  was,  is 
not  mentioned.  Hia  name  denotes  the  fon  of  a  jkvt,  unlHs 
we  fuppofe  Bat~FJ/r  to  be  the  trtie  reading ;  and  then  it 
will  denote  the  fin  of  a  mm  beyond  the  river*  I  think  it, 
however,  more  probable,  dm  he  was  the  ddcendaot  of  fane 
ancient  Sichemite,  who  hadefcaped  the  (word  of  Simeon  and 
Levi,  at  the  general  ca*fiacre.  See  Gen*  34.  and  comp. 


►  a  v  tons, 

V.  28.  Who  it  Sichem  ?  It  is  commonly  thought  that  by 
Sichem  bee  are  meant  the  Sichemitet,  in  coo  trad  with  Abi- 
rndcch.  1  tun  inclined  to  think  the  term*  fynonymou*.  A 
chief  in  all  the  Eaft*  and  in  many  other  places,  la  fumamed 
from  his  p face  of  abode,  or  his  caftk.  In  cafe  this  docs 
not  pleafit  the  reader,  he  may  render;  who  art  iht 

SkbctwUec?  See  G«1,  36, 40. 

lb.  In  rendering  the  latter  part  of  this  rerfe  1  hare  fa. 
lowed  the  Greek  and  Latin  vcrfiooi,  for  reafona  given  in 
C.  a.  Other*  render  the  whole  comma  hnperarivriy,  and 
literally,  thus :  Serve  ye  the  me*  of  Hemar »  the  father  of 
Sichem. 


“  this 


JUDGES.  IX,  vebicb  hi  ttOtrfy  demoliJitA. 

u  this  people  under  my  controul :  I  fhould  fob  n  remove  Abimelcdul)  I  would  fay] 
w  toAbimelech:  *  lncreafe  thine  hoft,  and  advance  l” 

30  When  Zebul,  the  prefect  of  the  city,  heard  of  thefe  words  of  Bto*£be4* 

31  he  was  greatly  incenfed;  and  fent,  fecretly,  meffengers  to  Abimelech ;  faybg ; 
,c  Lo !  Gaal  Ben-Ebed,  and  his  brethren,  are  come  to  Sichem,  and  are  now  ftir- 

32  “  ring  up  the  citizens  againft  thee.  Therefore,  come  thou  immediately,  by  night, 

33  “  thou  and  the  people  with  thee  ;  and  lie  in  ambtifhin  the  fields.  And,  early  in 
,c  the  morning,  by  the  rifing  of  the  fun,  thou  mull  come  and  invade  the  city;  when 

,  “  lo !  he  and  his  party  coming  out  againft  thee,  thou  mayeft  do  with  them  as  thou 

34  u  lhalt  find  convenient.’* - So  Abimelech,  and  the  people  that  were  with  him, 

35  came  that  fame  night,  and  laid  ambulhes  againft  Sichem,  in  four  bands. .  Next 
mornings  when  Gaal  went  out  to  view,  and  was  Handing  at  the  city-gate  ^  Abi- 

36  melech,  and  the  people  with  him,  arofe  from  their  ambufh.  On  feebg  this  people, 
Gaal  faid  to  Zebul:  “  Lo !  people  are  coming  down  from  the  top  of  the  tnoun- 
u  tains  f  *  Zebul  anfwered :  44  The  fhadows  of  the  mountains  appear  to  thee  like 

37  "  men.’*  But  Gaal  infilled,  and  laid  :  “  Behold  people  rufhing  down  from  the 
“  heights ;  and  one  divifkm  coming  along  by  the  turpentine-tree  of  Meonnim.** 

38  Then  Zebul  faid  to  him :  “  Where,  now,  are  thofe  boalting  words  of  thine ; 
“  Who  is  Abimelech,  that  we  fhould  be  his  Haves  ?*  This  is  that  very  people  whom 

39  w  thou  defpifedft :  go  out  now,  I  pray  thee,  and  fight  with  them.”— So  Gaal  went 

40  out  at  the  head  of  the  citizens  of  Sichem,  to  fight  with  Abimelech.  But,  Abime¬ 
lech  aflauhrag  him,  he  fled  from  before  him :  and  many  were  flab,  or  wounded, 

41  all  the  way  to  the  city-gate.  Yet  Abimelech  ftill  remained  in  ambufh,  until 
Zebul  expelled  Gaal,  and  his  brethren,  from  among  the  inhabitants  of  Sichem. 

42  But  on  the  morrow  after,  k  having  been  told  to  Abimelech,  that  fome  perfons 

43  were  coming  out  into  the  fields ;  he  took  his  own  people  and  divided  them  into 
three  bands;  and  lay  ambnlhed,  b  the  fields,  until  he  law  that  the  people  were 

44  come  out  of  the  city ;  when  he  aflaulted  and  frjiote  them.  For,  Abimelech  and  his 
own  band  having  prefled  forward  and  obftru&ed  the  entrance  of  the  city-gate,  the 
other  two  bands  fell  impetuoully  upon  all  that  were  in  the  fields,  and  fmote  them. 

45  AU  that  day,  Abimelech  befieged  the  city ;  and,  having  taken  the  city,  he  flew 
the  people  that  were  b  it :  and  the  city  itjelf  he  demoflihed,  and  fbwed  it  over 

46  with  fait.  On  hearing  this,  all  the  men  of  the  tower  of  Sichem  retired  into  the 

47  inmoft  recefB  of  the  temple  of  Baal-berith.  When  it  was  told  to  Abimelech,  that 

48  all  the  men  of  the  tower  of  Sichem  were  thus  crowded  together,  he  went  up  to 
Mount-Zalmon,  he  and  ah  the  people  that  were  with  hifcn ;  and  Abimelech  took 
axes  with  him ;  and  having,  himjdf,  oat  down  a  bough  c(f  wood  and  put  it  on  his 

VARIOU8  READINGS. 

V.  (I  So  SEP.  ARAB.  The  REST,  AndbefavL 
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Shoulder ;  he  (aid  to  the  people  who  were  with  him :  si  Ye  fee  what  I  have  done :  49 
M  make  hafle,  and  do  the  like/*  So  all  the  people,  in  like  manner,  cut  down  every 
man  hi*  bough  ;  and  followed  Abimelech.  And  placing  the  doughs  round  about  the 
recefe,  they  fet  fire  to  them,  and  burned  the  recefs.  Thus,  too,  periftied  all  the  men 
of  the  tower  of  Sichcm,  about  a  tboufand  men  ;  befide  women. 

Abimelech  then  went  to  Thebez,  and  laid  liege  to  it,  and  took  it :  but  there 
being  a  ftrong  tower  io  th|e  city,  thither  efcaped  all  the  inhabitants,  men  and  wo* 
men  ;  when,  having  fecufed  the  entrance,  they  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  tower. 

— Abimelech  had  already  reached  the  tower,  and  was  befieging  it;  nay,  had  ap-  5* 
preached  the  gate,  to  fet  ire  to  it  :  when  a  certain  woman  threw  a  fragment  of  an  53 
upper  mill-ftone  at  his  head,  which  fra&ured  hi*  (cull.  Ou  this,  he  called  to  the  54 
young  man  his  armour-bearer  j  and  faid  to  him :  u  Draw  thy  fword,  and  kill  me 
u  outright  j  that  it  may  not  be  faid  of  me;  ‘A  wonban  flew  him  1*'  So  the  young 
man  thruft  him  through,  and  he  died.  And  when  the  men  of  Ifrael  faw,  that  Abi-  35 
melech  was  dead,  they  departed,  every  man  to  his  own  Jiome*— Thus  God  re*  56 
qutted  the  evil  deed  which  Abimelech  had  done  to  his  father,  by  flaying  his  own 
feventy  brothers:  and  all  the  evil  deeds  of  the  men  of  Sichem  God  returned  on  57 
their  own  heads :  fb  fell  upon  them  the  malediction  of  Jotham  Ben-Jerub-Baal. 

After  Abimelech,  there  arofe,  to  fave  Ifrael,  Tholah  Ben-Phuah-Beu-Dodo ;  1 

an  Iflacharite.  He  redded  at  Shamir,  in  Mount-Ephraim ;  and  judged  the  Ifrael-  2 
ites  twenty-three  years  5  when  he  died,  and  was  buried  at  Shamir. 

After  him  arofe  Jair,  the  Gileadite;  who  judged  Ifrael  twenty-two  years.  3 
He*had  |  thirty  Tons,  who  rode  on  thirty  young  afles,  and  had  thirty  villages  in  4 
the  land  of  Gilead  ;  which,  unto  this  day,  are  called  Havoth-Jair  \fhe  villages 
of  fsttr]*  When  Jair  died,  he  was  buried  at  |j  Kamon.  5 

$  7.  7 'Be  fifth  Subfeftion  of  the  Ifraelhes ;  and  their  Deliverance  by  Jepbibab, 

AGAIN  the  children  of  Ifrael  did  evil  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  ;  and  wor-  6 
Slipped  Baal  and  Afhtaroth,  and  the  gods  of  \\  Aram,  and  the  gods  of  Zidon,  and 
the  gods,  of  Moab,  and  the  gods  of  the 'Ammonites,  aud  the  gods  of  the  Philiftines: 
they  forfook  the  Lord,  and  no  more  worlhipped  him.  So  the  Lord  was  greatly  7 
ineenfed  again  ft  the  I  fra  elites,  and  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Philiftines, 

VARIOUS  READINGS, 

CH,  X.  v.  4.  thirty-twoi  set.  Sec  c.  a.— *V.  5,  |  Rammot^  srp.  See  c,  av— V.  <5,  U  Rdotnt  btr*  ARAB,  which 

perhaps  ts  the  true  reading.  See  c.  a. 

UHANiTOtT  HOT  I. 

Ch.  X.  W.  3,  yiir,  tie  Gileadite :  douhtlef*  the  chief  lator  Galaod*  Compare  c.  II.  I.  Numb.  3j.4ij  and 
or  that  regie u ;  hence  well  rendered  by  the  Creek  tranf-  Deut*  3,  14. 

»4  and 
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8  and  into  the -band* -of  the  Ammonite*  Thefe  latter,  oti  tfe&t  ©ttafioa,  ha-raffed 
and  opprefled  the  children  of  Ifrael  eighteen  years  ;  that  w,  all  the  children,  of  Ifrael 
who  lhed<$n  the  Jthtt  fide  of  the  Jordan,  in  that  part  cf  the  Amorite  country, 

9  which  'was  called  Gilead  Nay,  the  Ammonites  pa  fled  oyer  the  Jordan,  to  fight 
even  againft  Judah,  and  againft  Benjamin,  and  againft  the  houfe  of  Ephraim :  fry 
that  the  ifraentes  were  forely  dHhreffed. 

10  The  chiWfea  of  Ifrael,  then,  cried  to  the  Lord,  laying:  “  We  have  finned 
w  againft  Thbe  ;  fiocewe  have  forfaken  f  the  Lord,)  our  God,  and  have  wor-t 

11  u  Gripped  Baal.”  But  to  the  children  of  Ifrael  the  Lord  fatd*  When  the  Egyp- 

12  u  tians,  and  the  Amoritca,  and  the  Ammonites,  and.  the  Philiftines,  and  the  Zidonians, 
u  and  the  Amalekrtes,  *  and  the  |f  Maonites  oppreffed  you ;  did  I  not,  when  y«r 

*3  “  cried  to  me,  deiivgr  you  out  of  their  Jiands  ?  Yet  ye  have  forfaken  me,  and 

14  w  worthipped  other*  gfcds ;  I,  thetefore,  will  deliver  you'  no  more.  Qo,  and  cry 
“  to  the  gods  whom  ye  have  chofen  :  let  them  deliver  you,  in  the  time  of  your 

15  W  tribulation.”  The  children  of  Ifrael,  then,  faid  to  the  Lord:  “We  have  fin- 
“  ned :  *  do  with  ua  whatfoevet  feemeth  good  to  thee;,  only,  thlrday,  we  pray 

16  u  thee,  deliver  us” — They,  then,  reje&ed  from  aifaong  them  the  gods  of  dangers'; 
and  yvorfliipped  the  Lord  f  orriy  t  and  he  was  moved  vrith  companion,  at  the 
mifery  of  IfraeU 

r7  MBAKWTfrLK,  the  Ammonites  had  aflembled,  and  were  encamped  in  Gilead i 

1 8  and  the  children  of  Ifrael,  alfo ,  affembkd  and  encamped  at  Mizpha.  And  the 
principal  petfons  of  Gilead  Arid,  one  to  another :  “  Who  is  the  ijian,  that  will 
“  take  the  lead*  In  fighting  with  the  Ammonites?  He  Ihall  be  chief  over  all  the 

i  “  inhabitants  of  Gilead/*  Now  Jephthah,  the  Gileadite,  was  a  valiant  mart,  aL 

i  though  the  fon  of  an  harlot;  on  whom  Gilead  had  begotten  him/  But  Gilead’s  - 
wife  bare,  alfo,  fons  to  him ;  and  when  his  wife’s  fons  grew  up,  they  thruft  out 
Jephthah,  and  faid  to  him :  “  Thou  {halt  have  no  inheritance  in  our  father’s 

3  “  houfe;  becaufe  thou  art  the  fon  of  a  Grange  woman.”  So  Jephthah  fled  from 
his  brothers,  and  refitted  in  the  land  of  Tob;  where  idle  men  flocked  to  him,  and 

4  accompanied  him  in  his  expeditions.**— But,  in  procefe  of  time,  it  happened  that 

5  the  Ammonites  made  war  agauSftTfrael :  arid,  fo,  when  the  Ammonites  made  war 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  10.  t  CHALD.  VulG.  and  7  mss.  See  c.  r.— Y.  12.  li  So  the  prefeiit  t£xt,.  and  chald.  But  sep..  has 
Midianiuu  and  vt)LG.  Cbanaamicr.  The  npie  is  wanting  akogether  in-  <stR.  and  arar.'  See  c.  tt, 
— V.  IJ.  *  Ogamft O  JLCADi  and  aBtd  iniqutfavfly.  a  Slab-  and  partly  syk.  See  c.  i6.f 

$ep.  See  c.  r. 


im  ab  AToitY  sorts. 

V.  8.  On  that Gtcojxon  t  Kt.  in  that  year :  but  the  Hebrew  *  V.  it.  The  Maonitei .  Tiis  is,  probably,  a  corruption, 
word  for  r«tr,  fignifiee  any  v \djptvde  or  change.  Perhaps  I  think  we  ihould  read  Midianites  with  the  Greek  tranf. 
the  original  reading  was  from  that  year :  namely,  the  year  lator.  See  c.  a. 
of  Jair'a  death.  But -fee  c.  a. 
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Jtpkbabh  ehofen  Chief*  Hi*  J  XJ  D  G  E  S.  XT.  Mt/Jdge to  the  Amnoniit  King, 

againft  Ifrael,  the  elders  of  Gilead  went  to  bring  back  Jephthah*  from  the  land  of 
Tob.  And  they  faid  to  Jephthah :  “  Come,  and  be  our  captain  ;  that  we  may  6 
“  fight  with  the  Ammonite?.”  But  to  the  elders  of  Gilead  Jephthah  (aid :  w  Did  7 
“  ye  not  hate,  and  expel  rae  from  my  father’s  houfe?  Why  then,  come  ye  to  me, 

“  now  when  ye  are  in  diftrefs  ?“  “  For  that  very  re  afo  n,”  replied  the  elders  of  8 
Gilead,  “  we  now  apply  to  thee,  that  thou  mayeft  go  with  us,  and  fight  againft 
“  the  Ammonites  j  and;  be  our  chief,  over  all  the  inhabitants  of  Gilead.**  “  But,”  9 
faid  Jephthah  to  the  elders  of  Gilead,  “if  ye  bring  me  home  again  to  fight  againft 
“  the  Ammonites,  and  if  the  Lord  deliver  them  into  my  hands,  fhall  I  really  be 
“  your  chief?”  The  eflders  of  Gilead  faid,  then,  to  Jephthah:  “The  Lord  be  10 
“  witnefs  between  us,.  If  we  do  not  fo,  according  to  .thy  words.”: — So  Jephthah  u 
went  with  the  elders  of  Gilead:  and  the  people  made  him  chief  and  captain  over 
them  :  when  Jephthah  tehearfed  all  his  words  at  Mizpha,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord. 

Jephth  ah  now  fent  meffengers  to  the  king  of  the  Ammonites,  faying  :  “  What  a 
“  complaint  haft  thou  againft  us,  that  thou  fhouldeft  come  to  fight  againft  us  in 
“  our  own  land  ?”  The  king  of  the  Ammonites  anfwered,  to  the  meffengers  of  13 
Jephthah  :  “  Becaufe  the  Ifraelites,  when  they  came  out  of  Egypt,  feized  on  my 
“  lands,  from  the  Amon  unto  the  Jabok  and  the  Jordan :  now,  therefore,  reftore 
“  them  peaceably.”  Again  Jephthah  fent  meffengers  tP  the  king_of  the  Ammon-  14 
ites  ;  who  laid  to  him  :  “  Thus  laith  Jephthah :  “  The  Ifraelites  feized  not  on  the  15 
u  land  of  Mofb,  nor  on  the  land  of  the  Ammonites :  but  when  the  Ifraelites  came  16 
“  out  of  Egypt,  and  had  marched  through  rite  wildemefa  unto  the  Red  Sea,  and 
“  were  come  to  Kadelh,  they  fent  meflengers  to  the  king  of  Edom,  laying :  ‘  Let  17 
“  us,  we  pray  thee,  pals  through  thy  land  :*  but  the  king  of  Edom  would  not  con- 
“  fent.  In  like  manner,  they  fent  to  the  king  of  Moab ;  neither  would  he  confent: 

“  lb  the  Ifraelites  remained  at  Kadefh. — They  then  proceeded  through  the  wilder*  18 
“  nefs,  and,  compafling  the  land  of  Edom  and  the  land  of  Moab,  they  |j  came  by 
“  the  eaft  border  of  the  land  of  Moab,  and  |  encamped  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Arnon; 
w  but  came  not  within  the  boundary  of  Moab. — Then  the  Ifraelites  fent  meffengers  19 
“  to  the  Amorite  king  Sihon,  the  king  of  Heflibon,  and  faid  to  him:  *  Let  us,  we 
“  pray  thee,  pafs  through  thy  land,  unto  our  own  place':*  but  Sihon  would  not  ao 
“  tnift  the  Ifraelites  to  pafs  through  his  territory  ;  but  affembled  all  his  people,  and 
“  ||  encamped  at  JJahaz,  and  fought  againft  the  Ifraelites.  And  the  Lord*,  the  God  21 
“  of  Ifrael,  delivered  Sifion  and  all  his  people  into  the  hands  of  the  Ifraelites ;  who  22 
“  fmote  them,  and  took  poffeffion  of  the  whole  land  of  the  Amorites,  who  inhabited 
“  that  country.  The  whole  territory  of  the  Amorites  they  took  poffeffion  of,  from 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  18U  0  wanting  in  ste.  arab.  and  1  M3. — V.  20. 0  cam*  fcj  i  mss,.  See  c.  R- 
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44  the  Amon,  unto  the  Jabok,  and  from  the  wildemefs  to  the  Jordan*  Now,  then, 
44  fince  the  Lord,  die  God  of  Ifrael,  hath,  in  favour  of  hie  people  thfr  liraelites^dif- 
“  pofleffed  the  Atoorites  of  that  lanJi  Ihouldeft  thou  take  pofleffion  of  it  ?  Wilt  not 
u  thou  poffefs  that  which  thy  god  Ghemolh  hath  given  thee  to  poflefe  ?  So  will  we 
44  poffefs  the  land  of  all  thofe  whom  the  Lord,  out  God,  fliall  drive  out  from  be- 
44  fore  us.  Haft  thou  a  better  claim  than  Balak  Ben-Zephor,  king  of  Moab  ?  who, 
44  although  he  had  a  grudge  to  the  Ifraclites,  yet  never  fought  againft  them.  Three 
46  hundred  years  have  the  Ifraelites  dwelled  in  Hefhbon  and  all  its  towns,  and  in 
44  Aroer,  and  all  its  towns,  and  in  all  the*  cities  along  the  Arnon  ;  why,  during  that 
44  time,  did  ye  not  recover  them  ?  No  wrong,  then,  have  we  done  to  thee ;  but  thou 
44  doft  wrong  to  war  againft  us:  the  Lord  be  the  righteous  judge,  this  day,  between 
44  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  the  children  of  Ammon. ’’-^However,  the  king  of  the 
Ammonites  would  not  liften  to  the  J  words  of  Jephthah,  which  were  fent  to  him. 

44  On  this,  Jephthah,  impelled  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord,  palled  through  Gilead 
and  Manafleh  unto  Mizpha ;  and  from  Mizpha  he  palled  on  toward  the  Ammon-, 
ites.  And  Jephthah  made  a  vow  to  the  Lord,  and  laid :  44  If  thou  wilt  certainly 
44  deliver  the  Ammonites  into  mine  hands  ;  whatfoever  it  be,  that  fHall  come  forth 
44  from  my  houfe  to  meet  me,  when  I  return  fuccefsful  from  the  Ammonites,  it 
3*  14  fhall  be  devoted  to  the  Lord  ;  for  I  will  offer  it  as  an  holocauft.” — Then  Jeph¬ 
thah  palTed  on  to  attack  the  Ammonites,  and  the  Lord  delivered  them  into  his 
33  hands ;  and  he  fmote  them  with  great  flaughter,  from  ||  Aroer  unto  the  entrance  of 
Minith,  and  as  far  as  Abelcheramim ;  twenty  cities.  Thus  were  the  Ammonites 
humbled  before  the  children  of  Ifrael. 

When  Jephthah  returned  home,  to  Mizpha  j  lot  his  own  daughter  came  out 
to  meet  him,  with  tabors  and  flutes :  Ihe  was  his  only  child  :  belide  her,  he  had 
neither  fon  nor  daughter*  As  foon,  then,  as  he  law  her,  he  rent  his  clothes,  and 
faid:  14  Alas!  my  daughter!  thou  haft  brought  me  low,  indeed \  thou  ait  among 
44  thofe  who  diftrefe  me !  for  to  the  Lord  I  have  opened  my  mouth,  and  v«ra£t  I 
44  eannot.”  She  anfwered : 44  My  father !  haft  thou  opened  thy  mouth  to  the  Lo  RD  ? 
44  To  me  do  whatfoever  hath  proceeded  from  thy  mouth ;  finte  the  Lord  hath 
44  avenged  thee  of  thine  enemies,  the  children  of  Ammon.”  To  her  father  again 
Ihe  faid  ;  44  Be  -this  only  done  for  me :  fpare  me  for  two  months,  that  1  may  go  up 
14  and  down  among  the  mountains,  and,  with  my  companions,  bewail  my  vir- 
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VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  28. 1  nujftngtrsy  2  MS$<— V.  33.  i  Armnx  SEP.  Machir^  syr* 

EXPLANATORY  DOT 

V,  30.  Jfphihah  mad*  a  f  a  i*fii  tnd  unlawful  vow;  was  a  mneh  ftronger  term,  drigin&Hy,  in  the  text**  denoting- 
which,  however,  according  to  the  law  of  Mofcs,  he  might  txtirpatkm.  Jephthah  had!  no  oStpriag  but  this  beloved 
think  himfclf  obliged  to  keep.  See  c.  ft*  and  comp.  LctH.  daughter.  By  her  death,  he  was  chiLdltfi;  and  his  race 
17.  28,  29*  exutift.  See  c.  a, 

V.  35.  Among  thofe Ajftnfi  me,  1  fufpefi,  that  there 

27  E  2.  44  ginity.” 


Jt  Qyarrtl,  and dvil  War  J  U  DOES*  XII.  baa* ws  Ephraim,  aad  Gilead* 

“  gmity/'  He  hid  fto  her;|  “  Go:”  and  gave  her  a  refpite  for  two  months.  38 
So  flie  went,  with  her  companions ;  .and  bewailed  her  ■virginity,  among  the  moun¬ 
tains.  But,  at  the  end  of  the  two  months,  ihe  returned  to  her  father,  who  did  .39 
with  her  according  to  the  vow  which  he  had  made.  Nowihe  had  never  converfed 
with  man  :  fo  it  became  a  cuftom  among  the  young  women  of  Ifrael  to  go,  annn-  40 
ally,  tg  condole  the  daughter  of  Jephthah  the  Gileadite ;  four  days  in  the  year. 

The  Ephraimites  no{w  afTembling,  went  northward  over  the  Jordan ,  and  laid  to  1 
Jephthah :  “  Why  wenteft  thou  to  fight  againil  the  Ammonites,  without  calling 
us  to  go  with  thee  ?  We  will  bum  thine  houfe,  about  thee,  with  href”  Jephthah  2 
nnfwered :  w  I  and  my  people  had  a  great  conteft  with  the  Ammonites ;  and  when 
M  I  called  you  in  aid,  ye  would  not  deliver  us  out  of  their  hands:  and  when  3 
M  I  faw  that  ye  would  hot  deliver  us,  I  rrfked  my  life,  and  went  againft  the  Am- 
“  infinites ;  and  into  mine  hands  the  Loro  delivered  them  :  why  then  . are  ye  now 
“  come  to' cavil  with  me  Then  Jephthah  a&embled  all  the  men  of  Gilead)  and  4 
fought  with  the  Ephraimites:  and  the  men  of  Gilead  fmote  the  Ephraimites,  becaufe 
there  /aid:  “-Te  are  only  fugitives  of  Ephraim !  Gilead  is  a  mongrel,  between 
u  Ephraim  and  Manafieh  ]”— ■  Now  the  Gileadites  toot,  before  the  Ephraimites,  .  5 
pofleffion  of  the  fords  of  the  Jordan;  where  when  any  of  the  Ephraimites,  who 
had  eteaped,  faid:  Let  me  pafe  over :M  the  men  of  Gilead  aiifwered :  “  Art  thou 
“  R«x  Epbraiiritel”  and,  if  he /aid:  M  No  l*‘  then  they  faid  to  him-:  “  Say  shibo-  6 
M  lbtu  but  he  faid:  ^/SiBOtLETM.;**  for  he  could  not  rightly  pronounce  it:  fo 
they  feired  him,  and  flew  .him  at  .the  fords  of  -the  Jordan.  At  that  time,  there  fell 
of  the  Ephraimites  forty-two  thoufand  men. 

JfijpHTHAH  waa  judge  in  Ifrael  fix  years  5  then  died  Jephthah,  the  Gileadite;  7 
and  was  buried  in  hia  cwn  city,  in  Gilead. 

After  him,  Ibzan,  of  BethJjehem, was*  Judge  in  Ifrael.  He  had  thirty  fons,  and  J 
thirty  daughters.  Thde  he  married  out,  and  took  in  thirty  ■  maidens  for  his  fons.  He 
PW  a  judgp  inllffael  feveu  years.  Then  diedJbzan,  and  was  buried  atftoth-lehem.  io 
After  him,  Eton,  a  Zebulooite,  was  a  Judge  in  Ifrael.  He  judged  ifrael  ten  n 

»4UOU*  HEADINGS. 

V.  38.  t  ste.  ARAB.  vulg.  and  I  MS. 

UP.UK.ATORY  HO  TRS. 

V.  59.  Who  did  wth  Ay,  &c.  L  e.  offered  her  up  a  hok>  Jircam  ;  which  would  naturally  occur  to  the  Gileadites,  as  a 
eaufl  to  the  Lord ;  for  it  ia  abfolutdy  contrary  to  the  tent  teft,  being  an  obie<9.  before  their  eyes,  f  have  known  many 
to  fuppote  that  Ihc  was  only  condemned  to  perpetofcl  vir-  perfona,  nay,  whole  townflnps,  who  would  have  been  as 
ginity.  See  c.  a.  much. puaaled- with  the  word  $  and  would  have  faid 

Ch.  all.  rer,.t.  Another  infhnce  of  the  haughty  jeabufy  /r«w,  or  tream- 
of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim.  Comp.  e.  8.  t„ ,  V;  7,  Wa*  a  judge*  Sec.  I  hare  fo  rendered,  that  the 

V.  i.  I  and  my  people.  He  Fpeak*  In  the  -name  of  the  reader  might  not  imagine  that  Jephthah  was  a  judge  of  all 
GHeaditea;  who,  it  appears  -this  verfe,  had  foKcited  Tfiaelifeet.  The  -contrary  fcems  evident :  and  fo  we  are 
the  aff  ftauce  of  the  Epheaioastc# ;  before: the  war.  to  undcjrftimd  of  (Jus  others  that  follow  ;  and  indeed  of  al- 

/  V.tS.  §1*1*9  urwir  &c.  Thiafihws  that  the  Gilead-  medhalLthk  judge*  mentioned  in  thin  book;  neither  does 
tte*,  though  they  ipoke  ^he  fame  language,  hada  different  the  word  n/fer,  certainly  denote  a  pofteriority  of  time,  aa  J 
mode  of  pmnphoatton  $  u  the  people  «i  Nazareth  had  in  have  already  dhferred,  $pc  thc^Ote  OB  C.  t.  31, 

Abe  time  of  Jefiis  Chriff .  Ttjc  -vpord  Jlabokth  fignifies  a 

*5- 


years. 


Tie  Birth  cfSamfm 


J  D"  G  E  S**  XIII.  fretted  by a* 

x%  years.  Then  died  Elon  die  Zebulonite,  and  was  busied  *t  Ajafop*  in  jhe  land  of 
Zebulotu 

IX  After  him,  Abdon  Ben-Hilel,  a  Phirathooite,  was  a  judge  in  He  bad 

forty  Tons,  and.  thirty  grand-fone  j  who  rode  on  young  afles.  He  was  a  judge  iji 

15  Hraei  eight  years.  Then  died  Abdon  Ben-Hild,  the  Phirathonfte,  and  waS  buried 
at  Pbirathon,  on  Mount  Amdekj  in  the  land  of  Ephraim. 

§  8,  "The  fitth  SvbjeEton  of  the  IfraeBus ,  and  the  Efforts  made  to  deliver  them  by 

Samfon, 

t  AGAIN  the  children  of  Israel  £4  evil,  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  5  and  the  Lp*d 
delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Philiftmea,  forty  years. 

2  Now,  there  was  a  certain  man  of  Zora,  of  a  Danite  family,  whofe  name  was 

3  Manoah ;  and  whofe  wife,  being  barren,  bore  no  children.  To  this  woman  aa 
angel  of  the  Loan  appeared,  and  faid  to  her ;  44  Lo  i  thou  haft  been  barfen,  and 

4  44  borne  no  children ;  but  thou  {halt  conceive,  and  bear  a  fon.  Now,  therefore,  I 
“  warn  thee,  beware  of  drinking  wine  or  other  ftroag  drink,  and  of  oaring  aught 

g  u  unclean.*  and,  Jo  \  when  thou  lhalt  have  conceived  and  borne  a  fon,  let  no  razor 
44  touch  his  head :  but  let  the  child  be  a  Nazarite  to  j|  God,  from  his  birth.  He 

6  44  fh all  be  the  £rft  to  deliver  Ifrad  from  the  haoda  of  the  PhiUftmes.M  The  woman 
went,  and  told  her  hufband,  faying  :  44  A  man  of  God  came  to  me,  whofe  conn- 
u  te Dance  was  like  the  countenance  of  an  angel,  exceedingly  awful :  but  I  affced 

7  44  him  not  whence  he  were ;  nor  told  he  me  his  name.  But  he  faid  tome:  4  hoi 
44  thou  {haft  conceive,  Rnd  bear  a  fon :  now,  therefore,  drink  neither  wine  nor  any 
44  ftrong  drink;  nor  eat  aught  unclean ;  and  let  the  child  be  ,a  Nazarite  to  God, 

8  44  from  his  birth  Xoribe  day  of  his  death.”  Thai  Manoab  entreated  the  Lord,  and 
faid:  “  G  Lord,  let  the  man  of  God,  whom  thou  before  feuteft,  return  to  us, 

9  44  and  teach  us  what  we  rauft  do  with  the  child  that  is  to  be  bom.**  God  heard 
the  voice  of  Manoah  ;  and  the  angel  of  God  j|  came  again  to  the  woman,  while 

10  Ihe  was  fitting  in  the  fields.  Her  hufband,  Manoah,  was  got  then  with  her :  but 
the  woman  ran  with  hafle,  and  told  her  hufband,  and  faid  :=  44  Lo !  the  man,  who 

11  41  came  to  ,me  the  other  day,  hath  again  appeared  to  me,”  So  Manoah  arofe,  and 
went  with  Ms  wife,  and  came  to  the  man,  and  faid  to  him :  M  Art  thou  the  man 

12  44  who  fpoke,  tbe  piber  dq^  to  this  woman?”  He  anfwered:  44 1  am.”  Then 
Manoah  faid  ;  44  How,  when  thy  words  fhall  be  accomplilhed,  muft  we  train  up  the 

13  44  child  ?  and  what  (hail  be  done  with  him  ?”  The  angel  of  the  Lord  replied  to 

14  Manoah:  44 Let  the  woman  be  aware  of  all  that  1  faid  to  her:  nothing  that  is 

.YlUOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  xm.  v.  5. 8  tbe  Xo£Z>.  chald.  and  fo  throughout  the  chapter.— V.  9,  ft  appeared^  3  mss. 

29  44  produced 


Sanfsn  bars,  Ht  falltib  io  Love  J  XJ  O  G  £  St  XIV*  mil  a  PbiKjTmt  fPbman ;  ttfc. 


**  produced  from  the  vine,  muft  (he  eat ;  nor  wine,  nor  other  ftrong  liquor ^  muft 
44  (he  drink;  nor  muft  (he  eat  aught  unclean  ;  all  that  I  have  given  her  in  charge, 
**  let  her  obferve.”  Then-  Manoah  faid  to'  the  angel  of  the  Lord  :  44  I  pray  thee, 
44  let  us  detain  thee  until  we  have  drefled  a  kid  for  thee but  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
anfwered;  44  If  thou  (hould  detain  me,  I  would  not  eat  of  thy  vi&nals:  but  if  thou 
14  wilt  offer  an  offering,  thou  muft  offer  it  to  the  Lord.”  .Now  Manoah  knew 
not y  yet,  that  it  was  ani  angel  of  the  Lord  :  and  therefore  faid  to  him  :  M  What  is 
44  thy  name,  that,  whep  thy  fayings  come  to  pals,  we  may  do  thee  honour  T*  The 
angel  of  the  Lord  replied :  44  Why  wouldeft  thou  a(k  my  name?  It  is  a  fecret.” 
Then  Manoah  took  a  k?d,  with  its  donative ;  and  offered  them,  on  a  rock,  to  the 
Lord  ;  when  awondtfirful  thing  enfued  in  the  fight  of  Manoah  and  his  wife :  for, 
as  foon  as  the  flame  afdended  toward  the  heavens,  from  the  altar,  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  afcended  amid  tHe  flame;  which  when  Manoah  and  his  wife  faw,  they  fell 
flat  on  their  faces:  and*  the  angel  of  the  Lord  no  more  appearing  to  them,  Manoah 
knew  then,  that  it  was  an  angel  of  the  Lord;  and  faid  to  his  wife;  44  We  (hall 
44  furely  die,  fince  we.  have  feen  God.”  But  his  wife  faid  to  him:  44  If  the  Lord 
“  had  meant  to  kill  us,  he  would  not  have  accepted  from  us  an  holocauft  and  do** 
44  native ;  nor  would  he  have  revealed  and  told  us  fuch  things,”— The  woman,  in 
due  time ,  brought  forth  a  fonj  whofe  name  fhe  called  Samfon :  and  When  the  lad 
was  grown  up,  the  Lord  blefled  him ;  and  he  firft  felt  a  divine  impulfe  at  Mahane- 
dan,  between  Zoraa  and  Elhthaol,  For,  going  down  to  Thimna,  and  feeing  there  a 
Phififtine  young  woman  to  his  mind,  he  went  and  told  his  father  and  mother,  and 
(aid:  “  I  have  feen,  at  Tbitnna,  a  Phififtine  young  woman;  get  her,  now,  for  a 
44  wife  to  me.”'  HU  father  and  mother  anfwered :  44  Ib  there  no  young  woman 
44  among  thine  own  relations,  or  among  ||  our  whole  nation ;  that  thou  wouldeft 
44  go  to  get  a  wife  from  among  f.  the  daughters  of  |  uncircumdfed  Philiftines?” 
But  3amfon  (aid  to  his  father;  14  Do  get  her  for  me:  for  (he  pleafeth  me  well,” 
Now  his  father  and  mother  knew  not,  that,  moved  by  the  Lord,  he  fought  an 
occafion  againft  the  Philiftines ;  who,  at  that  time,  had  dominion  over  IfraeL 
So  Samfon,  with  his  father  and  mother,  went  down  to  Thimna;  but  when  they 
had  come  as  far  as  the  vineyards  of  Thimna,  lo  (  a  young  lion  came,  roaring, 
againft  him ;  but  he,  although  he  had  nothing  in  his  hand,  animated  by  a  divine 
ftrength,  tore  him  in  pieces,  as  he  would  have  torn  a  kid  [but  he  told  not  his 
father  and  mother  what  he  had  done}.  He  then  went  down,  and  talked  with  the 

woman; 


VARIOUS  B.R  ADI  NC*. 

CH-  XIV.  r.  3.  p  tbyj  str.  Arab.  See  c.  a.  Ib.  f  3  heb.  and  1  chald. 
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CXPL4K4T0K.Y  MOTES. 


V.  2j.  It  w«  at  Mahani-dan  {i,  «.  At  atmp  of  Dm  ;  ivatgimr  hit  country  of  the  PhiHftlcea  t  end  hie  marriage 
called  from  the  Danitca  iumog  tncainped  there  io  their  ex-  with  a  Pbiliftluc  woman  was  the  occafion. 
peditba  to  laifh),  that  Sambo  firft  fdt  &  rcfduUon  of  Ch.  xv>.  ver.  6.  What  1*  included  io  brackets  may  be 


SamfiatJ  Marrwgti  Us  Riddle  JUDGES*  XJV*  pnptfd,  and  fihed  f  fife. 

8  woman;  and  fhe  pleafed  him  welL  Some  time  after,  he  went  again-to  take  her 
fir  bis  wife i  when,  oh  his  turning  afide  to  look  at  the  lion’s  carcafevlo!  there  was, 

9  in  the  carcafe  the  Hon,  a  (warm  of  bees,  with.,  honey.  Of  this  he  took  fome  in 
his  hands,  and  went  on  eating  it :  and  when  he  came  hack  to  his  father  and  mo¬ 
ther,  he  gave  them  fome  of  it ;  which  they  ate:  but  he  told  them  not  that'  he  had 
taken  the  honey  out  of  the  carcafeof  the  lion. 

10  So  his  father  and" mother  went  down  with  him  to  the  woman.  There  Samfon 
made  a  feaft;  i*  of  feven  days :  |  for  fuch  was  the  cuftom  for  young  men,  on  their 

u  marriage  to  do.  When  the  PhiliiHnes  few  this,  they  brought  thirty  companions 

i2  to  attend  him.  To  thefe  Samfon  faid :  44  I  will  now  propofea  riddle  to  you :  if 
ye  can  find  it  out  and  fclve  it,  within  the  feven  days  of  the  feaft,  I  will  give  you 

*3  “  thirty  fhirts,  and  thirty  fuits  of  clothes :  but  if  ye  cannot  folve  it.  to  me,  then  ye 
u  fliall  give  me  thirty  ihirts,  and  thirty  fuits  of  clothes.”  They  faid  to  him  41  Pro-  - 

14  “  pofe  thy  riddle,  that  we  may  hear  it.”  44  My  riddle  f  faid  he,  “  is  this:  *  Out 

M  OF  THE  EATER  CAME  EATABLES  J  OUT  OF  THE  FIERCE  CAME  SWEETNESS  !’*' 

15  This  riddle  they  could  not  folve  for  three  days:  but  when  the  ||  fourth  day  came, 
they  faid  to  Samfon’s  wife :  “  Entice  thy  hufband  to  folve  the  riddle,  ||  for  us ;  | 
44  dfe  we  will  bum  thee  and  thy  fathers  houfe  with  fire.  Have  ye  invited  us  to 

16  “  defpoil  us  ?  have  ye  ?”  Samfon’s  wife  theii  wept  before  him,  and  faid  :  w  Thou 
^loveft  me  not,  but  hateft  me;  thou  haft  propofed  to  my  countrymen  a  riddle, 
“  which  thou  haft  not  explained  to  me.”  He  anfwered :  44  To  my  father  and  my 

17  “  mother  I  have  not  explained  it :  and  lhall  I  tell  it  to  thee  I”  But  fhe  continuing 
to  weep,  before  him,  and  to  prefe  him  inftantly,  during  the  feven  days  of  the  feaft ; 
bn  the  feventh  day,  be  told  her  the  riddle ;  and  fhe  told  the  riddle  to  her  country- 

18  men.  So  on  the  feventh  day,  before  the  fupper  was  ferved,  the  men  .of  the  city 
faid  to  him:  "What  is  sweeter  than  honey?  what  is  fiercer  than  a 
M  iri  on  ?”  He  anfwered ;  14  If  ye  had  not  ploughed  with  my  heifer,  ye  could  not 

19  4<  have  folved  my  riddle.** — A  fudden  divine  impulfe  then  moving  him,  he  went 
down  to  Afhkelon,  and  flew  thirty  of  its  inhabitants ;  whom  he  fpoiled  of  their 
apparel ;  and  thence  gave  fuits  of  clothes  to  them  who  had  folved  the  riddle :  then, 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  10.  t  SEP.  syr.  aelab. — V.  1$.  }|  So  aep.  SVR.  arab.  The  REST,  feventh.  $ee  c.  a.  lb.  U  to  thte%  S£p. 

VCLG. 


tXriiMiTOtr  B  O  T  E  Ja 

*n  interpolation :  but  I  have  not  ncje&ed  rt  from  the  text,  V.  18.  Before  /upper  mu  ferved,  This  is  commonly 
for  radons  given  ia  c.  a.  To  reconcile  it  to  the  context,  rendered:  bpare  fun-jet.  Bpc  1  think  the  word  derates  the 
we  mud  fuppefe  that  Samfon,  an  this  journey,  made  ex-  fwahg-mtaf.  See  c«  a. 

curHonfl  from  his  father  and  mother  *  and  In  one  of  thefe  lb.  If  w  hud  not  ploughed.  &c.  This  feema  to  hare  been  a 
met  with  this  lion.  proverbial  cxprefSon :  the  fuiport  of  which  is,  If  ye  had 

V.  il.  They  brought  thirty  coerpaaiom  to  attend  him,  is  not  dived  into  oiy  freret,  through  my  petubnt  bride,  ye 
parmynpht  or  bridegroom*/  men.  They  were  cho&a  among  would  not  have  been  able  to  folve  my  riddle-  See  c.  a. 
the  relations  of  the  bride. 

full 


3« 


Saafitft  Device  to  h 


JUDGES.  XV*.  avenged  cf  the  Pb&j&nti. 

full  of  indignation,  he  returned  to  his  father’ s  houfe.— And  Samfon’s  wife  was  oo 
given  to  his  principal  paranymph. 

Yet,  fome  time  after,  in  the  days  of  wheat-htfrveft,  Samfon  made  a  vifit  to  his  x 
wife ;  with  a  kid  for  dprefent ;  and  faid :  “  Let  me  cohabit  with. my  wife,  in  her 
“  bed-chamber  But  her  father  would  not  permit  him  to  enter ;  but  laid :  “  I  really  a 
“  thought  that  thou  hadft  hated  her ;  fo  I  gave  her  to  thy  paranymph  :  more  beau- 
44  txfbl,  than  (be,  is  her  younger  filter ;  take  her,  in  ft  cad  of  the  other,*— But  Sam-  3 
fon  anfwered :  u  I  fhall  now  be  blaineleft,  if  I  do  mifehief  to  the  PbilifHnes.”— 

So  he  went  and  Caughjt  three  hundred  jackals;  and,  having  provided  torches,  he  4 
tied  the  jackals  together y  tail  to  tail ;  and  between  every  two  tails  he  put  *  torch; 
and,  fetting  fire  to  the  torches,  he  let  loofe  the  jackals  among  the  ftanding  com  of  .  5 
the  Philiftines ;  by  which  means  not  only  the  .ftanding  and  piled  com,  hilt  alfo  the 
vines  and’  olive-trees  were  confumed.  The  Philiftines  then  faid :  f*  Who  hath  6 
**  done  this  ?”  And  when  it  wa4  anfwered :  u  Samfon,  the  fon-in-law  of  the  TMm- 
M  nite,  becaufe  the  latter  bad  taken  his  wife,  and  given  her  ro  hfe  (Samfon  s)  para- 
11  nymph  they  came  up,  and  burned  with  fire  both  her,'  and  her  J  father’s  houfe.  | 
—Then  Samfon  faid  to  them :  **  Since  ye  have  done  this,  I  witt  not  ceafe,  until  I  7 
“  be  avenged  of  you.”  So  he  fmote  them,  fhoukler  on  thigh,  with  great  Daughter.  8 
He  then  went  and  dweHed  in  a  cleft  of  the  rock  Etan,  in  fhi  land  of  fadab.  And  9 
the  Philiftines  went  into  the  land  if  Judah ;  and  encamped,  widely,  at  LehL  And  10 
the  men  of  Judah' faid:  w  Why  are  ye  come  agamft  ns?”  They  anfwered: 

H  To  bind  Samfon  we  are  come,  in  order  to  do  to  him,  as  he  hath  done  to  us.” 

— Then  three  thoufand  men  of  Judah  went  to  the  cleft  of  the  rock  Etan,  and  faid  1  j 
to  Samfon  :  44  What  is  this  that  thou  haft  done  to  us  ?  knoweft  thou  not  that  the 
44  Philiftines  are  our  matters  F*  He  anfwered:  u  As  they  did  to  roC,  fo  I  have  done 
44  to  them.”  w  But  we  axe  come  to  bind  thee,”  faid  they  to  him,  u  and  to  deliver  12 
thee  Into  the  hands  bf  the- Philiftines.”  Samfon  faid  to  them:  **  Swear  to  me, 

“'  that,  ye  will  not,  yourfelves,  fall  upon  me.”  They  anfwered  him,  faying :  “  No :  13 
u  We  Will  only  bind  thee  faft,  and  deliver  thee  into  the  hands  of  the  Philiftines; 

M  affuredly  we  wit?  not  kill  thee.”  So  they  bound  him  with  two  flew  cords,  and 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XV.  v.<S.  So  SEP.  syr.  ARAB,  and  40  mss.  live  rest  have  only  father.  See  c.  r. 

imuiAToiT  tiotM, 

V;  i6.  TV  Mj  priocfaot  piu'unjxpi),  1  Have  ventured  to  reader  Jheavet,  have  fiutly  nererattended  to  the  context. 
Ongffofec  this"  *or(L  It  ii&fiOU  the  firft  brid/gtvmn* j  'mm  »•  Set  c.  t. 

and  i*  perfc&ly  anakgo^i.tQ  fiarMgfvpb,  paraHti,  v  V.  8.  Sfomtder  #*  thifk  Ttott  i*,  ai  I  conceive,  fo 

‘  .  -**  ‘  .  thickly,  tbdttbe  ftouMer vf  the  one  fel  opo* 1 He  thigh  of 

Ch,  xy.  net.  4.  Three  Btetetncd  jvclaft.  Ttfle  /arid/,  or  the  other.  At  leaf!  if  thia  be  not  the  meaftmg,  T  uodematttl 
taihcryJa^a/,  is  a  gttgaricus  aniritai,  Cotfrpvtnt  like  a  fox,  not  the  words.  8ee  er.  a.  and  compart  1  Sam.  14.  16. 
but  for  left  caomng-f  «ud  more  eafily  caught.  They  Ik.  In  a  cleft  tf  the  mi  Stem.  An  ahnoft  macceflible 
abounded  in  Judea,  Tfeofe  ccrmroenutun,  «rbo  would  nock,  in  the  tribe  of  Judah. 

3* 


brought 


Samfon fcdleth  ift  Lot*  J  U  D  O  E  S.  XVI.  with  a  Harlot  of  Gaxa, 

14  brought  him  from  the  roct^-'Wben  he  was  come  to  Lchi,  the  EhiHftines  ihouted 
on  meeting  him:  but,  the  fpirit  of  the  Loro  animating  him,  the  cords  that  were 
on  his  arms  became  like  flax  fmged  by  the  fire,  and  his  hands  were  looted  from  his 

15  manacles ;  and  finding  the  frefh  jaw-bone  of  an  afs,  he  ftretched  out  his  hand  and 

16  laid  hold  of  it  ;  and,  with  it,  fmote  a  thouland  men.  On  this  Samfon  faid :  u  With 
M  the  jaw-bone  of  an  afe  I  have  completely  routed  them  !  with  .the  jaw-bone  of  an 

17  u  afs  I  have  fmote  a  thouland  men.”  When  he  had  fo  laid,  he  threw  the  jaw-bone 

18  out  of  his  hand ;  and  called  the  place  Ramath-lehi  [The  jaw-bone-bill]. — Being  now 
exceedingly  athirft 5  he  invoked  the  Lord,  and  faid:  w  Mufti,  when  thou  haft 
“  wrought  this  great  deliverance  by  the  hand  of  thy  fervant,  perilh  through  thirft, 

19  u  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  uncircumci fed  ?’*  On  this,  the  Lord  opened  a 
crevice  in Rarrwth-tehi,  whence  ifliied  water:  and  he  drank,  and  revived,  and  was 
refrelhed.  Hence  he  called  the  name  of  that  Jprmg ,  En-akore  [I'he  invocation-well] ; 

20  which  is,  at  this  day,  to  be  feen  in  Ramatb- lehi.  * 

1  After  this,  Samfon  went  to  Gaza,  where  he  fpied  an  harlot,  and  cohabited 

2  with  her.  When  the  Gazites  were  told,  that  Samfon  was  come  thither,  they  fur- 
rounded  him,  and  lay  in  wait  for  him  all  that  night,  at  the  city-gate.  During  the 
whole  night  they  were  quiet  5  for  they  laid :  “  Let  us  kill  him  in.  the  morning, 

3  “  when  it  is  day/* — But  Samfon,  when  he  had  lain  until  midnight,  arofe  at  mid¬ 
night;  and  taking  the  doors  of  the  city-gate,  with  the  two  pofts  and  the  bar,  he 
put  them  on  his  (boulders,  and  went  away  with  them ;  and  carried  them  to  the 
top  of  that  hill  which  is  oppofite  to  Hebron. 

4  After  this-,  it  happened  that  he  was  in  love  with  a  woman  of  Nahaklhorek, 

5  whofe  name  was  DeKla.  To  her  the  lords  of  the  Philiftinea  came  up,  and  laid : 
M  Entice  him,  and  learn  wherein  lieth  his  great  ftrength ;  and  by  what  means  we 
"  may  prevail  againft  him,  fo  as  to  bind  and  humble  him-:  and  we  will  give  to 

6  “  thee,  each  of  us,  eleven  hundred  Jbekels  of.  fiiver.”  So  Delila  faid  to  Samfon ; 
a  Tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  wherein  lieth  thy  great  ftrength  ?  and  with  what  mighteft 

7  u  thou  be  bound,  and  fubdued  ?**  Samfon  anfwered :  “  If  I  Were  bound  with  feven 

8  “  frelh,  undried  withes,  I  Ihould  then  become  as  weak  as  otjier  men/*  The  lords 
of  the  Phiftftines  brought  to  her  feven  frelh,  undried  withe 9 ;  with  which  ihe  bound 


VARIOUS  READING. 

V.  20.  *  And  be  judged  Ifrael  to  the  days  of  the  Phiiijlinrf  dommatiorr,  twenty  part.  Aa  interpolation  from 

-  the  end  of  ch.  xvi.  See  c.  a. 


iminATOIT  non*, 

V,  1 5.  Smote  a  thoufand men.  The  Hebrew  word,  which  Ch.  xvi.  vrr.  7.  Withes.  I  hare  retained  the  old  tranfli*- 
we  render  (mile,  is  not  always  equivalent  to  ksli.  It  means  tion ;  which  ia  that  of  Jofephua^  and  of  fume  copies  of  the 
any  fort  of  difcumfitore ;  and  feeras  here  to  denote  the  total  Greek  verfion.  It  wa*  probably  with viwmilhet  that  Sara- 
rmti  of  thofe  Philtftines,  after  mentioned.  fbn  was  bound.  Others,  however,  render  the  word  by 

V.  16.  J have  completely  routed,  &c.  That  this  is  the  true  cords,  and  fancy  thofe  cords  were  made  of  the  guts  of  ani* 
aning,  I  am  fully  perfuaded.  See  c.  a.  mak  See  c.  a* 


meaning. 

VOL.  II. 


n 


him ; 


F 


Samfon  it  betrayed  into  the 


JUDGES.  XVI.  Haadt  of  the  PbifiJUaej,  <wh* 

him ;  and,  while  men  lay  waiting  in  her  chamber,  fhe  faid  to  him :  44  The  Phi-  9 
**  liftines  are  about  to  fall  upon  thee,  Samfon  !”  But  he  broke  the  withes,  like  as 
a  flaxen  thread  is  broken,  when  finged  by  the  fire  :  fo  the  caufe  of  his  ftrength  was 
not  difeovered.  Delila  then  faid  to  him  :  44  Lo  !  thou  haft  deceived  me,  and  told  10 
44  me  lies :  now  tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  with  what  mayeft  thou  be  bound  ?*’  He  an-  it 
fwered :  44  If  I  were  bound  with  new  ropes,  that  have  never  been  ufed,  then  fhould 
“  I  become  as  weak  a9  iuher  men.”  So  Delila  tool?  new  ropes  and  bound  him  ti 
with  them  ;  and,  while  1  men  lay  waiting  in  her  chamber,  faid  to  him :  44  The  Phi- 
w  liftines  are  about  to  fall  upon  thee,  Samfon  !M  But  he  broke  the  ropes  off  from 
his  arms,  like  a  thread.  Again  Delila  faid  to  Samfon  :  “  Thou  haft,  hitherto,  13 
44  deluded  me,  and  told;  me  lies  :  tell  me  with  what  mayeft  thou  be  bound  V*  “  If 
“  thou  were  to  interweive,”  faid  he,  44  with  that  web,  the  feven  locks  of  my  head  ; 

“  t and  to  faften  them  to  the  /«M/»-pin,  I  fhould  become  as  weak  as  other  men” 

So,  while  he  was  afleep,  ibe  interwove  with  the  web  the  feven  locks  of  his  head,  j 
and  fattened  them  to  the  loom- pin ;  fhe  then  faid  to  him :  44  The  Phiiiftines  are  14 
“  about  to  fall  upon  thee,  Samfon  !’*  But  he,  awaking  from  his  deep,  went  away 
with  both  the  loom- pin,  and  the  web.  On  this,  fhe  faid  to  him :  44  How  canft  15 
“  thou  fay,  4  I  love  thee  when  thine  heart  i$  not  mine  ?  Thou  haft  now  thrice 
14  deceived  me,  and  haft  not  yet  told  me  in  what  thy  great  ftrength  confifteth.” 
Thus,  when  flie daily  urged  her  requeft  ;  and  teafed  him,  alrnoft  to  death;  he  told  J* 
her  all  his  mind,  and  faid  to  her :  44  From  my  birth  I  was  made  a  Nazarite  to  God; 

44  a  razor  hath  never  touched  mine  head :  were  I  ftvaved,  my  ftrength  would  leave 
44  me  ;  and  I  fhould  become  as  weak  as  other  men.”  When  Delila  law  that  he  had  18 
told  her  all  his  mind,  fhe  fent  for  the  lords  of  the  Phiiiftines,  faying:  44  Once  more 
44  come  hither;  for  he  hath  told  me  all  his  mind.”  So  the  lords  of  the  Phiiiftines 
went  thither,  and  brought  money  in  their  hands :  while  fbe,  making  Samfon  fleep  19 
on  her  knees,  called  in  a  man,  whom  fhe  caufed  to  (have  off  the  feven  locks  of  his 
head :  and  now  was  fhe  able  to  fubdue  him;  for  his  ftrength  had  left  him.  Yet,  20 
when  fhe  faid :  M  The  Phiiiftines  are  about  to  fall  upon  thee,  Samfon  I”  he,  awaking 
from  hi^  fleep,  faid :  44  E  will  get  up  and  difengage  myfelf  as  at  rormer  times for 
he  knew  not  yet,  that  the  Lord  had  abandoned  him. — The  Phiiiftines  now  took  21 

VARIOUS  READING. 

CH.  XVI.  V.  13.  t  AEP.  ARAB.  VULG.  S«  C.  R. 


E  [  F  l  A.  K  AT 

V.  13,  14-  In  order  to  have  fome  idea  of  what  la  here 
told,  the  reader  mull  know.  firQ,  that  the  loom*  of  Palef- 
tiac  were  extremely  fimple  j  probably,  not  unlike  thole 
that  are  ftfll  ufed  in  many  parte  of  Aha  and  Africa ;  £e- 
condly,  that  they  were  worked  by  women:  thirdly,  that 
the  web  wm  narrow,  little  more,  perhaps,  than  an  hand's 
breadth :  fourthly,  that  the  woof  waa  driven  into  the  warp. 


IY  NOTE. 

not  by  a  iced,  bpt  by  a  wooden  fpatula:  fifthly,  that  the 
end  of  the  web  was  fattened  to  a  pin  or  flake  fixed,  proba¬ 
bly,  in  the  wall,  or  driven  into  the  ground :  fixthly,  that 
Sainfon  was,  probably,  fleepmg  with  his  head  on  DelSta'a 
Up,  when  fhe  wove  tus  hair  into  the  web.  Comp.  v.  in; 
and  fee  C.  ju 

\  him, 


pvt  cut  bu  Eju,  and  ns It 


JUDGES.  XVII.  Sport  of  him.  HU  Death,  feV. 

him,  and  fcooped  out  his  eyes,  and  brought  him  to  Gaia ;  where,  bound  with 
fetters  of  brafs,  he  was  made  to  grind  at  a  mill,  in  the  prifon-houfe. 

**  The  hair  of  hid  head,  which  had  been  ihaved,  now  began  to  grow;  when  the 
lords  of  the  Philiftines  alTembled  to  offer  a  great  facrifice  to  Dagon,  their  god ;  and 
to  rejoice  t  for  they  faid :  “  Our  god  hath  delivered  Samfon,  our  enemy,  into  our 
24  11  hands,"  And  the  people,  feeing  this,  praifed  their  god :  “  Becaufe,”  faid  they, 
“  our  god  hath  delivered  into  our  hands  our  enemy,  who  laid  walte  our  land,  and 
*5  w  Hew  fo  many  of  us.” — In  the  joy  .of  their  hearts,  they  then  faid  :  “  Call  for  Sam- 
“  fon,  that  he  may  divert  us."  So  Samfon  was  called  for;  and  placed,  for  their 

26  diveriion,  between  the  two  middle  perils  of  the  houfe.  On  tills,  Samfon  faid  to  the 
young  man  who  led  him  by  the  hand  ;  “  Permit  me  to  feel  for  the  polls,  by  which 

27  u  the  houfe  is  fupported,  that  I  may  lean  upon  them.”  Now  the  houfe  was  full 
of  men  and  women,  and  all  the  lords  of  the  Philiftines  were  there ;  and  upon  the 
roof  were  about  three  thouiand,  men  and  women,  to  fee  Samfon  made  fport  of. 

a8  Samfon,  now,  invoked  the  Lord,  and  faid;  “  O  Lord  God  !  be  mindful  of 
“  me ;  and,  but  for  this  time  only,  flrengthen  me,  O  God !  that  I  may,  at  once, 

29  “  avenge  myfelf  of  the  Philiftines,  for  the  loft  of  my  two  eyes.”  Samfon  then  took 
hold  of  the  two  middle  polls  by  which  the  houfe  was  fupported,  and  on  which  he 
was  leaning;  of  the  one  with  his  right  hand,  and  of  the  other  with  his  left  hand. 

30  And  Samfon  faid :  “  Let  me  die  with  the  Philiftines  and  exerted  fuch  vigour, 
that  the  houfe  fell  down,  upon  the  lords  of  the  Philiftines,  and  on  all  the  people 
that  were  in  it ;  fo  that  the  dead,  whom  he  flew  at  his  death,  exceeded  thofe  whom 

31  he  had  llain  in  his  life. — His  brethren,  and  the  whole  houCehold  of  his  father,  went 
and  took  him  away;  and  buried  him  between  Zoraa  and  Elhthaol,  in  the  burying- 
placeof  bis  father  Manoah. — He  had  been,  twenty  years,  a  judge  in  IfraeL 

§  9.  A  Fragment  of  Htjlory  relative  to  the  Darntes ,  5tc. 

\  THERE  was  a  f  certain  man,  of  Mount  Ephraim  ()|  Michah  was  his  name),  who 
laid,  one  day,  to  his  mother;  “  That  filver,  the  eleven  hundred  fliekels  of  filver, 
“  which  was  taken  from  thee ;  and  about  which,  in  mine  hearing,  thou  utteredft 
“  fuch  imprecations,  is  in  my  cuftody ;  I  took  it.”  His  mother  anfwered :  M  May 

VARIOUS  BEADING  B. 

CH.  XVII.  v.  1. 1  syr.  ARAB.  VULG.  and  3  MSA.  Ib.  11  al.  Mickuab.  See  c.  R. 

lHUNATOiy  BOTES. 

V.  17.  Upon  the  roof,  &c.  The  temple  of  Dagon  feems  m  die  gallery.  This  gallery  is  here  called  the  roof. 
to  hare  been  a  round,  or  oval  edifice*  In  the  middle  were  Ch.xvii.  The  piece  ofhittory,  contained  in  tins  and  the 
two  main  pods,  from  which,  beams  diverging  to  the  wall,  next  chapter,  is  totally  out  of  its  place,  and  mud  have  hap. 
fupported  x  gallery  that  went  round  the  budding.  Samfon  pened  long  before;  perhaps  icon  after  the  death  of  Jofhuah, 
was  placed  between  thofe  poftg,  that  he  might  be  feen,  not  and  hi*  cotwnporanes.  There  is  not  a  word  of  it  in  Jofe- 
only  by  thofe  who  were  below;  bat  alfo  by  thofe  who  were  phus* 

35  F  * 


“the 


TL  IVijliry  of  Mith&t  Idol.  JUDGES.'  XVIII,  The  Dmiltt  Exptdifwn  to  I^ejbae, 

“  the  Lord  blefs  my  fon  !**  So  he  reftored  to  his  mother  the  eleven  hundred  (he-  3 
kels  of  (liver:  when  his  mother  faid  :  “  This  filver  I  had  entirely  dedicated  to  the 
“  Lord,  on  my  Ton’s  account  j  to  be  made  into  an  engraved  molten  image:  there- 
“  fore,  to  thee  I  now  return  it.”  But  he  gave  back  the  money  to  his  mother :  and  4 
his  mother  took  two  hundred  (hekels  of  the  money,  and  gave  them  to  a  founder; 
who  made  of  them  an  engraved  molten  image ;  which  was  placed  in  the  houfe  of 
Michah.  Thus  the  map,  Michah,  had  a  god-houfe :  and  he  made  an  ephod,  and  5 
theraphs ;  and  initiated  lone  of  his  own  Ions,  to  be  his  prieft.  In  thofe  days,  there  6 
was  no  king  in  Ifrael :  ^very  man  did  what  was  right  in  his  own  eyes. 

Now  a  young  man^  a  Levite,  who  had  fojourned  fame  time  in  Bethlehem  of  7 
Judah,*  departed  from  [that  city  (from  Bethlehem  of  Judah),  to  fojoum  where  he  8 
ihould  find  it  convenient ;  and,  in  his  wayfaring,  came  unto  Mount-Ephraim,  to 
the  houfe  of  Michah,  And  Michah  faid  to  him :  “  Whence  comeft  thou  !”  He  9 
anfwered :  14 1  am  a  Levite,  from  Bethlehem  of  Judah ;  and  am  going  to  fojoum, 

,l  where  I  may  find  it  convenient ■“*  Michah  faid  to  him ;  u  Dwell  with  me ;  and  be  10 
“  to  me  a  father  and  a  prieft ;  and  I  will  give  thee,  every  year,  ten  fhekels  of  filver, 
u  a  fuit  of  clothes,  and  thy  victuals.”  So  the  Levite  went  in,  and  confuted  to  1 1 
dwell  with  the  man  ;  and  was  treated  by  him  like  one  of  his  fons.  And  Michah  n 
initiated  this  young  Levite ;  who  then  became  his  prieft ;  and  lived  in  Michah's 
houfe.  Michah  now  faid  :  “  I  am  fure  that  the  Lord  will  be  favourable  to  me ;  13 
*  fince  I  have  a  Levite  for  my  pne#.” 

In  thofe  days  (there  being  yet  no  king  in  Ifrael),  the  tribe  of  the  Danites  had  to  1 
feek  for  themfelves  an  hereditary  refidence ;  for,  unto  that  time,  a  Jufficient  inhe¬ 
ritance  had  not  fallen  to  them  among  the  tribes  of  Ifrael.  So  the  children  of  Dan  a 
fent,  from  Zoraa  and  Eihthaol  (their  then  boundaries),  five  valiant ‘men  of  their 
own  tribe,  to  traverfe  the  land,  and  to  explore  It ;  and  faid  to  them ;  “  Go,  explore 
u  the  land.” — Thefe  men  went  fijl  to  Mount  Ephraim,  where  they  lodged,  by 
Michah’s  houfe.  And  while  they  (laid,  by  the  houfe  of  Michah,  they  recognized  3 
the  voice  of  the  young  Levite ;  and,  turning  aftde  thither,  they  faid  to  him  :  u  What 
w  brought  thee  hither  ?  what  doeft  thou  in  this  place ?  and  what  is  tfiine  office  here  ?* 

He  anfwered :  M  So  and  fo  Michah  treateth  me ;  and  hath  engaged  me  to  be  his  4 
44  prieft.”  They  faid  tobhn;  “  We  pray  thoe,  confuit  jj  the  Lord  ;  |  that  we  may  5 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V,  7.  *  Of  a  Jxdabiu  family  t  iu,  except  AYR.  and  sup.  vat.  See  c.  R. — CH.  XVIII.  T.  $■  fl  So  CHAU).  stR. 

vulg,  The  rest,  Gon.  See  c.  r. 

EXP  LA  H  A  TO  A  I  MOTEL, 

V.  Imitate?,  ire.  i.  e.  entered  him  into  bia  Jaccrdntal  Jofli.  19.  47. 

■office  ;  bv  potting  o&Tings  into hi*  hands:  -hence,  literally,  V.  3.  They  recognizee? the  voice.  They  had,  probably, 

he  JUkd  Sec  Exod*  a 8. 4t>and  Lcrit.  8.  known  him  before ;  or  they  might  fufpeft  him  to  be  a 

^  Cb.  Tcr.  <.  Tin  Thauirt  bad  to  fnky  See.  Tbeinhe-  Granger,  from  his  Bethkhem  diak&;  which  was  different 
ritance  firft  afljgncd  to  the  Danrtca  vn  too  narrow  for  them :  from  that  of  the  Ephiaimitou 
which  forced  them  to  undertake  this  expedition.  See 

36  tt  know. 


Tbty  lot*  aJmg  <&iik  tJxm  JUDGES.  XVIII*  M'ubah'i  fdoioad  Pfiejk 

6  “  know,  whether  the  expedition  which  we  make  wiU  be  The  prieft 

faid  to  themt  "  Proceed  fecurely :  for  the  Lord  is  with  you  In  jthii*  expedition.** 

7  The  five  roea  departed,  and  went  to  j|  Lefhem ;  where  they  few  that  thepeople, 
after  the  manner  of  the  ZidoaianV  dwelled  cartels,  quiet  and  caution  Ids,  having 
nothing,  in  the  land,  to  moleft  thera,  a«d  in  ftffluence ;  ind  that  they  were 

$  far  from  the  Zidonians,  and  had  no  communication  With  q»akjttd,— So  they  re¬ 
turned  untp  Zoraa;and  Efhthaol,  to  their  brethren  :  and  their  brethren  feid to  therat 

9  **  What  news  hove  ye  brought  w  Arife,”  feid  they,  w  and  let  us  go  up  ag^inft 
“  them  ( the  people  of  Lejbem ) ;  for  we  have  viewed  the  land,  and  found  k  to  be 

.  “  excellent :  delay  not,,  therefore,  a  moment,  to  go  and  take  pbfleffioa  of  the  land. 

10  14  When  ye  go,  ye  (hall  come  to  a  cautkmlefi  people,  and  an  extenfive  country ;  a 
“  place  in  which  there  is  no  want  of  any  thing  on  earth ;  and  which  ||  the  Lord  j 
w  hath  delivered  into  your  hands*” 

tr  On  this,  there  went  thence,  from  Zoraa  and  Efhthaol,  fix  hundred  meu,  of 

12  Danite  families,  accoutred  in  the  weapons  of  war.  Their  firft  encampment  wa* 
by  Kirjath-jearim,  in  Judah  j  hence  the  place  is,  unto  this  day,  called  Mahan^ 

13  Dan  [The  comp  of  Dan].  They  thence  pafled  on  unto  Mount  Ephraim,  and  caw 

14  to  the  houfe  of  Mfchah ;  when  the  five  men,  who  had  gone  to  explore  the  land  of 
Lefhem,  addrefled  their  brethren,  and  faid ;  u  Know  ye,  that  there  are  in  fhofe 
w  dwellings  an  ephod,  and  theraphs,  and  an  engraved  molten  image  3  confider  ye, 

*5  “  therefore,  what  ye  have  to  do.”  On  this,  they  turned  thither,  and  wait  unto 
the  houfe  of  Michah,  in  which  abode  the  young  Levite ;  after  whofe  welfare  they 

16  enquired.'  And,  while  the  fix  hundred  men,  of  the  children  of  Dan,  accoutred  in 

17  their  weapons  of  war,  flood  at  the  entrance  of  the  gate;  the  five  men,  who  had 
gone  to  explore  the  land,  went  in  and  took  the  engraved  molten  image,  the  ephod, 
and  the  theraphs :  the  priefi  Handing,  all  this  ttm*y  at  the  entrance  of  the  gate, 

18  with  the  fix  hundred  men  accoutred  in  weapons  of  war.  But  when  thofe  men ,  who 
had  gone  into  Michah’s  houfe,  brought  out  the  engraved  molten  image,  the  ephod, 

19  and  the  theraphs,  the  prieft  faid  to  them :  “  What  are  ye  about  fn  They  anfwered : 
44  Be  thou  filent ;  lay  thine  baud  upon  thy  mouth ;  and  go  ‘with  ua,  to  be  our 
“  father  and  our  prieft.  Is  it  better  for  thee  to  be  a  prieft  to  the  houfe  of  one 

20  u  man,  than  to  be  a  prieft  to  a  triberfamily  in  Ifrael  ?”  On  this,  the  prieft’s  heart 
was  glad :  fo  he  took  the  ephod,  the  theraphs,  and  the  engraved  moUet 1  image,  and 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  7- 11  al.  Lai/b. — Y.  10.  |  So  chald.  arab.  vulg.  with  one  ms.  and  fome  copies  of  SEP*  See  c.  R. 

IXFIASATORV  VOTES. 

V.  7.  AH  the  copies  hare  Latjh :  bnt,  aa  It  ia  written  lb.  Tbtj  <wcre  far  from  the  Zi donums  }  confieqaently  far 

in  Jolhuah,  I  have  retained  that  nunc,  for  Che  lake  from  fucccmr,  in  cafe  of  a  fufjden  attack.  See  the  map, 

of  uniformity. 
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went  along  with  the  people  ;  who,  before  they  departed,  fent  before  them  bis  family,  n 
cattle,  and  iubftance. — They  were  now  at  fome  diftance  from  the  houfe  of  Mich  ah,  22 
when  the  men,  whof*  dwellings  were  nigh  to  Michah’s,  aflembled,  and  clofely 
pnrftied  the  children  of  Dan.  And,  on  their  clamoroufly  accofting  the  children  of  23 
Dan,  thefe  turned  abqut,  and  faid  to  Michah :  “  What  aileth  thee ;  that  thou 
M  makeft  fuch  a  clamour  ?”  He  anfwered  :  “  The  god,  which  I  had  made  for  24 
•*  myfelf,  and  my  prieft,  ye  have  taken  away  with  you ;  and,  after  that,  how  can 
“  ye  thus  fay,  what  aileth  thee  V*  But  the  children  of  Dan  faid  to  him :  “  Let  not  25 
“  thy  voice  be  heard  afcnong  us ;  left,  furly-fouled  perfons  falling  upon  you,  thou 
u  lofe  thine  own  life,  with  the  lives  of  thy  houfehold.”  When  Michah  faw  that  they  16 
were  too  ftrong  for  him,  he  turned,  and  went  back  unto  his  own  home  :  while  the 
children' of  Dan  went  on  their  way.  So  they  took  the  god  which  Michah  had  27 
made^/ar  bimfelf  and  th,e  prieft  who  belonged  to  him  j  and  came  to  Lefhem  ;  unto 
k  people  quiet  and  cautlonlefs ;  whom  they  fmote  with  the  edge  of  the  fword,  and 
burned  their  city  with  fire.  There  was  no  one  to  refcue  it ;  for  it  was  far  from  28 
Zidon,  in  a  vale  by  Beth-rehob :  and  its  inhabitants  had  no  communication  with 
mankind.  The  Damtes  rebuilt  the  city,  and  dwelled  in  it ;  and  the  name  of  the  29 
new  city  they  called  Dan,  after  the  name  of  their  forefather  Dan,  one  of  the  Tons 
oflfrael;  but  the  city’s  name  was  formerly  Lelhem.  The  children  of  Dan,  now,  3,0 
fet  up  the  engraved  image  of  Michah ;  and  Jonathan,  thefon  of  Gerfhom,  the  fon  of 
1|  Mofes,  and  his  defendants,  were  priefts  to  the  tribe  of  Dan,  unto  the  time  of  the 
tranfinigration  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  land ;  and,  during  the  whole  time,  that  the  51 
tabernacle  of  God  was  at  Shilo,  they  kept  eftablifhed,  at  Dan,  the  engraved  image, 
which  Michah  had  made  farhimfelf. 


§  IO.  Another  Fragment  of  Hi/lory ,  of  Date  unknown, 

IT  was  in  thofe  days  when  there  was  yet  no  king  in  Ifrael,  that  a  certain  Levite,  1 
who  fojoumed  on  the  borders  of  Mount-Ephraim,  took  a  concubine-wife,  out  of 
Bethlehem  of  Judah.  But  his  concubine,  difliking  him,  eloped  from  him  unto  2 
Bethlehem  of  Judah,  to  her  father’s  houfe.  When  fixe  had  been  there  four  whole 


VARIOUS  READING. 

V.  -90. 6  So  tnc«  only  “The  rest,  Mmtajjkb,  an  evident  corruption.  Sec  c.  *. 

1IM.AK  ATOIT  NOTH. 


V.  31.  Stnl  before  tbtm i  his  famty,  His  is  oat  in  the 
original :  and  mpft  interpreter*  refer  family,  tattir,  Sec,  to 
"the  Danttc*  tbcmfdvca.  Thii  I  think  very  improbable, 
and  am  more  inclined  to  bcCeve  that  it  refers  to  tho Levite  ; 
who  undoubtedly  had  fame  petv&ttm  of  bis  own,  in  this  re* 
fidera*. 

V.  |Ow  Unto  tie  rime  of  tip  tnmfmigraritm,  &c  t,  e.  to  the 
captivity  of  the  ten  tribes  by  Shalmaocfcr,  t  Kings  18.  9. 
Others  refer  it  to  the  captivity  of  the  uk  by  the  FbilifUacn 


(recorded  t  Sam.  4.  it);  grounding  tbeir  opinion  on  what 
follow*  v.  31.  Bet  this  appears  tome  a  very  flender  *eafon. 
Sec  c.  a. 

Ch.  hi.  The  hiftory  here  recorded,  is,  in  Jofcphus, 
placed  after  the  expedition  of  the  Ephraimite*  to  Bethel 
(recorded  c,  1.  It  u  plain  from  c.  so,  a8,  that  it 
happened  while  Phlnchas,  was  high  prieft;  and  therefore  is 
here  entirely  out  of  its  place. 


mouths. 
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3  months,  her  hulband  fet  out  after  her,  for  die  purpofe  of  winning  her  heart,  and 
bringing  her  hack ;  having  with  him,  his  fervant  and  a  couple  of  affefc  The  wo¬ 
man  introduced  him  into  her  father’s  houfet  and  her  father,  on  feeing  him,  rejoiced 

4  to  meet  him  again*  And  his  father-in-law,  the  woman’s  father,  prevailed  on  him  to 
abide  with  him  three  days ;  faring  which  they  ate  and  drank,  and  lodged  togtther. 

5  But,  when  the  fourth  day  was  come,  and  when,  rifing  early  in  the  morning,  he  fet 
about  his  departure,  the  woman’s  father  faid  to  his  fon-in-law :  M  Refrefh  thyfelf 

6  “  with  one  meal  more ;  and,  after  that,  depart.”  So  they  fat  down,  both  of  them,  to 
eat  and  drink  together :  when  the  woman’s  father  laid  to  the  man:  “  Confent,  I  pray 

7  w  thee,  to  flay  all  night,  and  enjoy  thyfelf;”  and,  on  the  man’s  rifing  to  depart, 

8  his  father-in-law  preffed  him  fo,  that  he  continued,  that  nigbt%  to  lodge  there.  On 
the  fifth  day,  early  in  the  morning,  he  arofe  to>  depart':  but  the  woman’s  father 
faid :  “  Firjl  refrefh  thyfelf fo,  delaying  until  the  day  declined,  they  both  ate 

9  together.  The  man  then  rofe  up,  to  depart,  with  his  concubine  and  his  fervant ; 
when  his  father-in-law,  the  woman’s  father,  faid  to  him :  w  Lo  \  the  day  is  verging 
**  toward  even ;  ftay  all  night,  1  pray  thee :  Io !  the  clofe  of  the  day  approacbeth ; 
“  lodge  here,  and  enjoy  thyfelf:  early,  to-morrow,  ye  may  go  your  way,  and  get 

10  “  home.”  But  the  man  would  not  ftay  that  night ;  fo  be  arofe  and  departed,  with 
his  two  faddled  affes  and  bis  concubine;  and  came  until  be  was  over  again  ft  Jcbus 

u  (that  is,  Jerusalem).  When  they  were  over  againft  Jehus,  the  day  was  far  gone: 
fo  the  fervant  faid  to  his  matter;  **  Come,  I  pray  thee;  and  let  us  turn  afide  into 

i a  w  that  city  of  the  Jcbufites,  and  lodge  there.”  But  his  matter  faid  to  him :  44  We 
“  mutt  not  turn,  hence,  afide  into  a  city  of  ftrangers,  who  are  not  of  the  children 

13  “of  Ifrae! :  we  will  pals  on  to  Gibe  a.”  Again  he  faid  to  his  fervant :  44  Go  on, 

14  "  until  we  reach  one  of  thofe  places ;  and  let  us  lodge  in  Gibea,  or  in  Rama.*1  So 
they  paffed  on,  and  continued  their  journey,  until  the  fun  fet  upon  them,  when 

1 5  they  were  by  Gibea  j  which  belonged  to  the  Benjaminites :  fo,  thither,  they  turned 
afide,  to  go  in,  and  lodge  in  Gibea ;  and,  as  no  man  took  them  in  to  lodge  in 

j6  his  houfe,  they  fat  down  in  a  ftreet  of  the  city :  when,  lo !  at  even,  out  of  the 
fields  came  an  elderly  man  from  his  labour  j  who  was  likewifq  of  Mount  Ephraim, 
although  he  fojoumed  in  Gibea:  but  the  men  of  the  place  were  Benjaminites. 

17  When  this  man,  railing  his  eyes,  beheld  a  way-faring  man  in  .the  ftreet  of  the  city, 

j8  he  faid  :  “  Whither  goeft  thou  ?  and  whence  comeft  thou  V  He  anfwercd :  44  We 
are  pafling  from  Bethlehem  of  Judah  unto  the  fide  of  Mount  Ephraim,  whence 
“  I  am.  I  have  been  fame  days  at  Bethlehem  of  Judah ;  but  am  now  going  to  the 

’.9  “  tabernacle  of  the  Loan :  and  no  man  taketh  me  into  his  houle.  Yet  we  have 
“  both  ftraw  and  provender  for  our  affes,  as  well  as  bread  and; wine  for  myfelf,  and 
“  thine  handmaid,  and  the  young  man  who  is  with  thy  |j  fervant :  we  want  not 

VARIOUS  READING. 

CH.  XJX  v.  19. 1  So  CHALD.  stsu  vutc.  and  30  MSS.  The  rest,  JtrvanU .  See  c,  a. 

39  “  any 


Ttx  ItvUJt  Ccta&oe  abvjtd  J  XJ  D  G  E  S.  XX.  fy  tie  Men  of  Gibea,  fcjV, 

“  any  thing.”  The  old  man  laid :  44  Profperity  attend  thee  !  howfoever,  let  all  thy  20 
“  f  ref* 'em  wants  lie  on  me ;  only  lodge  not  in  the  ftreet.”  So  he  took  him  unto  his  21 
own  home,  and  gave  provender  to  his  afles ;  and,*  after  walhlng  their  feet,  they  ate 
and  drank  together.— But  while  they  were  thus  enjoying  themfelves,  lo  !  certain  22 
kwlefs  men  of  the  city  iurrounded  the  houfe,  beat  at  the  door;  and  to  the  old 
man,  the  mafter  of  the  houfe,  they  fpoke  thus ;  14  Bring  forth  that  man  who  went 
44  into  thine  houfe,  that  we  may  converfe  with  him.”  But  the  man,  the  mafter  of  23 
the  houfe,  went  out  to  them,  and  faid  to  them:  44  Nay,  my  brethren!  ad  not 
44  wickedly,  I  pray  yofc :  fi nee  this  man  is  come  into  mine  houfe,  commit  not  fuch 
44  a  crime.  Here  are  fay  virgin-daughter,  and  his  concubine :  them  let  me  bring  24 
44  Out,  and  bumble  ye  them,  and  do  with  them  what  fhall  feem  good  to  yourfelves : 

44  but  to  this  man  do  not  fo  bafe  a  thing.”  But  to  him  the  men  would  not  liften :  25 
fo  the  other  man,  bimfef,  took  his  own  concubine,  and  brought  her  out  to  them ; 
and  with  her  they  copverfed,  and  abufed  her  all  night,  until  the  rooming:  but, 
When  the  day  began  tp  dawn,  they  let  het  go.  Then,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  the  26 
woman  came  and  fell  down  at  the  door  of  the  man’s  houfe,  in  which  her  hulband 
Was;  where Jbe  lay  until  it  was  light.  In  the  morning,  when  her  hufband  arofe,  27 
and  had  opened  the  dobr  of  the  houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  purfuing  his  journey ;  lo  l 
the  woman,  his  concubine,  was  lying  proftrate  at  the  door  of  the  houfe,  with  her 
hands  upon  the  threfhold!  He  feid  to  her:  44  Rife,  and  let  us  be  going:”  but  {he  28 
atrfwcred  not.  *  The  man  then  put  her  upon  an  aft,  and  fet  out,  and  went  to  his 
own  place.  And,  when  he  was  come  to  his  own  houfe,  he  took  the  concubine,  29 
and  difmembered  her  into  twelve  pieces ;  and  lent  her  about  unto  all  the  diftri&s 
of  Ifrael :  which  whofoever  few,  feid:  44  No  fuch  deed  has  been  done,  or  feen,  30 
fence  the  day  that  the  children  of  Ifrael  came  from  the  land  of  Egypt,  unto  this 
day:  J  take  the  thing  into  confederation;  deliberate;  and  determine.”  | 

Then  all  the  children  of  Ifrael,  from  Dan  to  Beeriheba,  with  the  inhabitant s  of  1 
the  land  of  Gilead,  came  out,  to  a  man,  and  held  a  convention,  before  the  Lord, 
atMizpha.  A  fele&on  of  the  whole  people,  of  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  prefented  2 
themfelves  in  this  convention  of  the  people  of  God  3  four  hundred  thoufend  men, 

VARIOUS  READING*. 

V.  18.  •Jar  fit  vasduuL  SEP. — V,  jo.'\  The  btr.  and  ARAB,  trattfiatof*  rod  in  the  indicative  mood,  and 
make  the  laft  member  of  the  verfe  a  part  of  the  narration-  See  c.  a. 

txriAs ato*y  hots'*.  . 

V.  i»— -24.  See  the  note  on  Gen.  19.  5 — 8.  Mbtfha  of  G&ad }  which  in  the  time  of  Jephthah  was  a 

V.  «,  96*  On  feeing  the  woman,  they  Seen  to  have  place  of  convention  j  and  might  have  been  deemed  {acred 
changed  their  fiift  abominable  punxri*.  -  from  the  days  of  Jacob.  Corap.  011.  11.  Gen.  31.  49. 

C fi.xa.  W6r  3.  j&MmpiHU  Some  modern  tmnflatora  and  fee  t.  a.  It  may,  hawerer,  bare  been  at  another  M™- 
render  appella tardy,  00  a  higbplaeei  which  they  dunk  rauft  /£w  00  the  weft  fide  of  the  Jordan, 
have  been  ia.the urighbourbood  of  ShDo:  but  all  the  an-  V.  a.  Of  tbt people  of  God.  lam  not  fore  but  the  original 
oat  verfiosa  make  it  a  ptoper  name :  and  1  think,  it  wu  would  be  better  rendered,  hefort  God*  See  c.  a. 

40  who 


TAs  Ifraditu  re/oheta  male  JUDGES,  XX*  Warmth*  Bt^hmnSta. 

3  who  drew  the  fword.— And  the  children  of  Benjamin  heard,  that  the  children. of 
Ifrael  had  gone  to  Mizpha. 

4  T he  children  of  Ifrael  then  faid :  tt  Tell,  how  this  wickedness  was  done/’  The 
Levite,  the  hufband  of  the  woman  that  had  been  murdered,  anfwered  and  fold  ? 

5  “I  came  to  Gibe*  of  Benjamin,  I  and  my  concubine,  to  lodge  there;  when  ifF* 
“  tain  domineering  men  of  Gibea  arofe  agarnft  me  j  and,  furrounding  the,  houfe 
w  where  I  was,  by  night,  meant  to  have  flaon  me:  and  my  concubine  they  fo 

6  u  abufed,  that  fhe  died.  So  I  took  my  concuhine  and  cut  her  in  pieces,  and  fent 
4t  her  through  all  the  territories  of  Ifrael ;  for  thofe  men  have  committed  a’moft 

7  u  fliameful  Iewdnefs  in  Ifrael.  Lo !  ye  are  aU  Ifraelites ;  deliberate  now,  and  de- 

8  Ci  termine  what  is  to  be  done”  On  this,  the  whole  people,  to  a  man,  arofe  and  faid; 

9  “  Let  none  of  us  go  back,  either  to  his  tent,  or  other  home :  but  let  us,  now,  do 

10  “  this  to  Gibea ;  by  lot  againft  it  let  us  go :  and  let  us  appoint*  out  of  all  the  tribes 
w  of  Ifrael,  ten  men  out  of  an  hundred,  an  hundred  out  of  a  thoufand,  and  a  thou- 
“  fand  out  of  ten  thoufand,  to  fetch  vi&uala  for  the  reft  oft  the  people ;  and.  let 
u  thefe,  when  they  come  to  Gibea  of  Benjamin,  do  to  its  inhabitants  according  to 

11  M  the  fliameful  deed,  which  they  have  done,  in  Ifrael.” — Thus  all  the  children  of 
Ifrael  were,  to  a  man, ;  combined  againft  that  city. 

12  Meanwhile,  *  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  fent  men  through  all  the  tribe  of  Benjamin* 

13  laying:  “  What  fliameful  deed  is  this  that  has  been  done  among  you?  Now, 
u  therefore,  deliver  up  thofe  men,  thofe  lawlefs  men  of  Gibea ;  that  we  may  put 

14  “  them  to  death  ;  and  fo  remove  evil  from  Ifrael.”  But  the  children  of  Benjamin 
would  not  liften  to  the  voice  of  their  brethren,  the  children  of  Ifrael ;  but  floeked 
together  from  their  cities,  to  Gibea*  to  go  thence  out  to  battle  againft  the  children  of 

15  Ifrael.  The  children  of  Benjamin,  who  were,  at  that  time,  muftered  out  of  the 
cities,  were  twenty  |j  fix  thoufand  men,  who  drew  the  fword;  befide  the.  inhabi- 

16  tante  of  Gibea,  of  whom  were  muftered  feven  hundred  chofen  men,..  Of  all  this 
people  there  were  feven  hundred  chofen  men,  every  one  of  whom,  though 
deprived  of  the  ufe  of  his  right  hand,  could  fling  ftones  at  an  hair,  and  not  mils. 

17  Of  the  other  Ifraelites,  in  oppofition  to  Benjamin,  were  muftered  four  hundred 
thoufand  men,  who  drew  the  fword :  all  warlike  men. 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XX.  V.  J2.  *  ally  6VR.  ARAB,  and  1  us — V.  1 5.  0  ftve%  vulg.  and  molt  copies  of  ear,  and  fo  Josephus. 

Comp.-v.  44,  46;  and  fee  c.  iu 

n>U»ATOlY  IOTI). 

V.  16;  Of  alt  tbh  p*splrt  &c.  Some  interpreters  think  point  differently  |  and  make  the  15th  verfr  end  with  Gibea. 
tbt  feven  hundred  men  mentioned  in  tfiis  verfe.are  $he  For  the  reft,  it  is  hard  to  conceive  bow  feven  hundred  men 
feven  hundred  men  of  Gibea;  and  fo  aU  the  ancient  trvuf-  Arnold  all  be  lame  of  their  right  hand.  „  See'  c.  a, 
latore,  except  the  Chaldee  paraphraft,  fcem  to' have  under-  lb,  ,  At  an  ha Sr;  or,  u  we  {&y,  to  an  hair.  The  word, 
ftood  «t  fo  aHo  Jofcphua.  But  the  pretest  Hebrew  text  however,  may  have  another  meaning;  and  figuify  a  goat 
appears  incompatible  with  that  rendering.  Others  would  or  an  tar  ef  harltj  corn.  Seec.t.  * 
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The  children  of  Ifrael  then  fet  out, -and  went  to  Bethel ;  Where  they  confulted  18 
God,  and  faid:  44  Which  of  us  Ihall  take  the  lead,  in  our  war  with  the  children 
“  of  Benjamin  ?*’  The  Lord  anfwered  :  “  Judah,”  The  Ifraelites  then  arofe;  at  19 
early  mom  ;  and  encamped  by  Gibea ;  -and,  having  put  themfelves  in  battle  array  ao 
againft  the  Benjaminites,  they  went  out  to  fight  with  them  at  Gibea.  But  the  11 
children  of  Benjamin,  coming  out  of  Gibea,  deftroyed  of  the  Ifraelites,  that  day, 
twenty-two  thoufand  men.— The  children  of  I  fra  el,  bn  this,  went  and  wept,  before  23 
the  Lord,  until  the  evening;  and  confulted  the  Lord,  faying:  44  Shall  we  go 
fi  again  to  fight  againft  our  brethren,  the  children  of  Benjamin  V*  The  Lord  an¬ 
fwered  :  44  Go  againft  them.**  j.  So  the  people,  the  men  of  Ifrael,  were  emboldened ;  22 
and  again  put  themfelves  in  battle  array,  in  the  Jam  place,  where  they  had  drawn 
up  the  former  day.  |  But  when,  on  the  fecotuj  day,  the  children  of  Ifrael  ap-  24 
proached  to  jight  againft  the  children  of  Benjamin ;  the  Benjaminites  came  out  25 
againft  them  from  Gibea,  a  fecond  time ;  and  again  deftroyed  of  the  Ifraelites 
eighteen  thoufand  men;  all  which  drew  the  fword,  Then  all  the  children  of  Ifrael  26 
(the  whole  people)  went  hack  to  Bethel,  and,  there  presenting  themfelves  before 
the  Lord,  wept  and  failed  until  the  evening ;  and  offered  holocaufts  and  eu- 
chariftic  facrifices  to  the  Lord  :  for  the  ark  of  the  covenant  war,  at  that  time, 
there;  and  at  that  time  Phinehas,  the  fon  of  Eleazar  the  fon  of  Aaron  f  th?  prieft,  |  27 
attended  it.  +  So  the  children  of  Ifrael  confulted  the  Lord  *  |  faying:  14  Shall  wc,  28 
“  once  more,  go  to  fight  againft  our  brethren,  the  children  of  Benjamin  ?  or  fhall 
44  we  furceafe  V*  The  Lord  anfwered  :  44  Go  again:  for,  to-morrow,  I  will  deli- 
44  ver  them  into  your  Hands/’ — The  Ifraelites,  now,  havingjfry?  placed  ambuftiers  29 
around  Gibea,  -went,  a  third  time,  to  fight  againft  the  children  of  Benjamin,  and  30 
fet  themfelves  in  battle  array  againft  Gibea,  as  at  the  other  times.  The  children  of  31 
Benjamin,  coining  now  out  againft  this  people^  were  drawn  away  from  the  city: 
yet,  at  the  beginning,  they  finote  down,  as  at  the  other  times,  about  thirty  Ifra el¬ 
ites,  in  the  highways  ;  pne  of  which  led  to  Bethel,  and  the  other  to  Gibea-in-the- 
fields.  The  children  of  Benjamin  now  faid :  u  They  are  fmitten  down,  before  us,  as  32 
44  formerly wjier^as  the  children  of  Ifrael  had  laid:  44  Let  us  flee,  until  we  draw 
44  them  away  from  the  city.  Into  the  high-ways.1'  Then  all  the  men  of  Ifrael  arofe  33 

VARIOUS  READINGS- 

V.  22.  -/Tranfpofed  for  the  fake  of  order  and  perfpicuity. — V.  18.  t  n.  ARAB,  feme  copies  of  sep  and  to 
mss.  See  c.  n.  Ib.  4-  a  part  of  v.  27  tranfpofed  hither.  Ib.  •  Gox>,  fomt  copies  of  sep.  and  2  mss.  Sre  c.  a. 

I’mASiTOlY  ROTES. 

V.  t8*  To  Bethfh  Some  modem  t  ran  fl  a  tors  reader  Be-  inferior  prieft,  or  falfe  prophet ;  becaufe  they  had  not  yet 
thtl  appeflatlvcly  }  the  beafe  ofGod:  and  fuppofe  that  the  confulted  the  high  prieft,  who  it  feems  was,  then,  with  the 
convention  was  at  Shilo  ;  not  at  Bctbd.  I  think  they  are  aik  at  Bethd.  Comp.  v.. 2 6 — 18, 

wrong.  See  c.  r.  #  V.  32.  'To  Gihea-W'tbt-jieldt.  Probably,  a  left  town  of 

V.  23.  The  attfwtr  of  the  Lord  is  here  not  ea%  re  con-  the  fame  name  with  the  city.  A  ftnall  village  'near  London 
ciled  to  our  ideas.  I  am  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  the  I*  called  London  feidt :  and  a  village  near  CheHca  is  called 
idioran  iufinuatea,  that  this  falfe  anfwer  was  gi yta  by  fame  LaftU  Cbrtfta.  See  c.  t, 
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from  their  ftatipn,  and  put  themfelves  in  battle  array  at  fiaal-iliaftiiu*  \  while  the 

34  ambufh-men  iflued  forth  from  their  ftations,  out  of  the  caves  about  Gibe*  \  ten 
thoufand  men,  chofen  out  of  ail  IfracI,  came  thence  againft  Gibeac.— The  battle  was 
bravely  fought :  but  the  Benjaminites  forefaw  not  .the  evil,  that  was  near  thifcm. 

33  For  the  Lord  fmote  the  Benjam mites,  before  Ifrael;  and  the  children  of  Ifrael  dd- 
ftroyed  of  the  Benjaminites,  that  day,  twenty-five  thoufand  and  one  hundred  men£ 

36  all  drawing  the  fword. -—For,  as  hath  been  fold,  when  the  Benjaulinites  faw  that  the 
Ifraelites  were  fmitten, .before  them,  they  faid ;  “  They  are  fmhttn  down  before  us ,  as 
“formerly:”  for  the  Ifraelites  gave  way  to  the  Benjaminites,  becaufe  they  trufted 

37  to  the  ambufh-nien,  which  they  had  placed  about  Gibea.  Thefe  amhufh-rfren, 
rufhing  haftily  forth  upon  Gibea,  invaded-  and  fmote  the  city,  with  the  edge 

35  of  the  fword,.  Now  a  fignal  had  been  appointed. between  the  men  of  Ifrael 
and  the  men  who  lay  in  ambufh  j  namely ,  that  thefe  fhould  make  a  cloud  of 

39  fmoke  to  rife  out  of  the  city.  So,  when  the  men  of  Ifrael  retreated,  in  the  battle, 
the  Benjaminites,  at  the  beginning,  fmote  down,  of  the  Ifraelites,  about  thirty 
perfons:  for  they  faid:  "  They  are  furely  fmitten,  before  us,  as  in  the  former 

40  “  battle.”  But  when  the  cloud  of  fmoke  began  to  rife,  like  a  pillar,  out  of  the 
city;  the  Benjaminites,  looking  behind  them,  faw  the  conflagration  of  the  city 

41  afcending  to  the  heavens  ;  and  the  men  of  Ifrael  turning. again  upon  them,  at  the 
fame  ljme,  the  Benjaminites  were  (truck  with  conftemation  ;  for  they  now  faw,  that 

4 1  evil  was  coming  upon  them.  So  they  retreated  from  before  the  Ifraelites,  by  the 
way  of  the  wildernels :  but  (till  the  battle  overtook  them  3  for  they  who  came  from 

43  their  own  city,  deftroyed  them  in  the  mid-way :  thus  were  the  Benjaminites  every 
where  furrounded,  and  chafed,  and  trodden  down  with  eafe,  over  againft  Gibea, 

44  toward  the  fun-nfing.  There  fell,  of  the  children  of  Benjamin,  eighteen  thoufand 

45  men;  all  of  them  valiant  men.  And  while  the  reft  took  to  flight,  toward  the  wU- 
dernefs,  unto  the  rock  of  Rimon ;  the  Ifraelites  gleaned,  and  killed \  in  the  high¬ 
ways,  five  thoufand  :  and  purfuing  them  to  |j  Gibeon,  fmote  of  them  two  thou- 

46  fand  more.  So,  all  that  fell  of  the  Benjaminites,  on  that  day,  were  twenty-five 

47  thoufand  men,  who  drew  the  fword ;  all  of  them  valiant  men.  But  fix  hundred 
men  efcaped  by  flight  unto  the  rock  of  Rimon  in  the  wildernefs  ;  and  oh  the  rock 

48  of  Rimon  they  remained  four  months. — Meanwhile,  the  men  of  Ifrael  returned 
upon  the  reft  - of  the  children  of  Benjamin,  and  fmote  with  the  edge  of  the  fword 
whomfoeyer  they  found  in  the  cities,  whether  man  or  beaft  ;  and  fet  fire  to  all  the 
cities  which  they  found. 

various  READING. 

V.  45.  ||  So  ste.  Arab.  The  rest  Gideon*.  See  c.  r. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTE. 

V,  36.  This  and  the  ten  following  verfcii,  are  a  more  This  fort  of  tautology  is  frequent  in  the  Hebrew  writings. 

minute  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  battle  was  car-  All  the  ancient  tranSatow  feem  to  have  miftaten  the  mean- 

tied  on :  m  the  words  whitb  I  have  added  in  Italics  denote,  ing  of  v.  36.  See  c«  a. 
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Now  the  men  of  Ifrael  had  fworn,  faying :  “  Not  one  of  us  fhall  give  his  daugh-  i 
“  ter  for  a  wife  to  any  Benjaminite.”  But,  when  the  people  came  back  to  Bethel,  a 
they  remained  there  until  even,  before  God,  and,  raifing  their  voices,  they 
fondly  wept,  and  faid;  “  O  Lord  l  the  God  of  Ifrael;  why  hath  it  come  to  pafs  3 
“  in  Ifrael,  that  there  fhould,  this  day,  be  one  tribe  wanting  in  Ifrael ?” — Early  on  4 
the  morrow,  the  people  arofe,  and  builded  there  an  altar  to  the  Lord,  and  offered 
holocanfts  and  euchariftic  facrifices.  Then  the  children  of  Ifrael  faid:  44  Who,  of  5 
41  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  came  not  to  the  convention,  (bat  was  balden  before  the 
”  Lord  }”  .For  they  had  made  a  folemn  oath,  with  refpe&Jo  thofe  who  had  not 
come  to  Mizpha,  faying:  M  Such  fhall  certainly  be  put  to  death/*  The  children  6 
of  Ifrael,  therefore,  commiferating  their  brethren  the  Benjaminites,  faid:  w  There 
“  is,  this  day,  one  tribe  cut  off  from  Ifrael !  what  (hall  we  do  for  wives  to  thofe  7 
44  who  remain  5  feeing  we  have  fworn  by  the  Lord,  that  we  will  not  give  them 
w  for  wives  any  of  our  own  daughters  ?*  They,  therefore,  faid :  u  Who,  of  all  the  8 
“  tribes  of  Ifrael,  came  not  up  to  Mizpha,  before  the  Lord  V*  When,  Io  1  it  was 
found,  that  no.  one  from  Jabefh-gilead  had  come  to  the  camp  and  convention,  at 
Mizpha:  for,  on. the  people’s  being  muttered,  lo!  not  one  was  there  of  the  inha-  9 
bitants  of  Jabefh-gilead.  Thither  then  the  affembly  fent  twelve  thoufand  of  the  10 
moft  valiant  men,  and  gave  them  a  charge,  faying  :  “  Go,  and  fmite,  with  the  edge 
u  of  the  fword,  the  inhabitants  of  Jabefh-gilead;  with  their  wives  and  children: 

**■  that  is,  ye  fhall  do  thus:  ye  fhali  devote  to  definition  every  male,  and  every  ji 
w  woman  that  hath  carnally  converfed  with  man ;  *f  but  the  virgins  ye  fhall  pre- 
44  ferve  alive.”  | — Now  they  found,  among  the  inhabitants  of  Jabefh-gilead,  four  ia 
hundred  youthful  virgins,  who  had  not  carnally  converfed  with  man;  and  tbefe 
they  brought  unto  the  camp,  unto  Shilo,  in  the  land  of  Cbanaan. — The  whole  a£-  13 
femblj^then  fent  mejfengers  to  commune  with  the  children  of  Benjamin,  who  were 
on  the  rock  of  Rimon,  and  to  offer  them  peace :  and  the  Benjaminites  immediately  14 
returning,  they  gave  them,  for  wives,  the  women  of  Jabelh-gilead,  whom  they  had 
preferred  alive*  But  thefe  not  being  found  fufEcient  for  them  ;  and  the  people  ftill  13 
commiferating  the  Beryjaminites  (bccaufe  the  Lord  had  made  a  breach  in  the  tribes 
of  Ifrael);  the  elders  of  the  affembly  faid:  “  What  fhall  we  do  to  get  wives  for  16 
44  thofe  that  remain  unmarried;  feeing  the  women  of  Benjamin  are  deftroyed? 
u  The  Benjaminites,  who  have  efcaped,  mutt  be  kept  m  their  inheritance,  that  a  17 
**  tribe  be  not  deftroyed  out  of  Ifrael*  Yet  of  our  own  daughters  we  mull  not  give  18 
44  them  wives:  for  the  children  of  Ifrael  have  fworn,  faying:  4  Accurfed  be  he,  who 
44  giveth  a  wife  to  a  Benjaminite ?  But  lo !”  faid  they, .  “  at  Shilo”  (which  is  on  the  19 
north  fide  of  Bethel,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  high-way  that  leadeth  from  Bethel  to 

VARIOUS  READING. 

V.  II;  |  SEP.  VUCC, 
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Sichera, 


for  tbt  RmakJer  JUDGES.  XXI,  ej  tie  Bcnjaminita. 

20  Sichem,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Lebona),  “  there  is  a  yearly  festival  of'the  LoitD.*  So 
they  advifed  the  children  of  Benjamin,  faying;  ”  Go  ye,  and  lie  hid  among  the 

21  “  vineyards;  and  lo  1  when  ye  fee  the. young  .women  of  Shilo  come  put  to  dance 
w  in  chorufes,  then  come  ye  out  of  the  vineyards,  and  feize,  every  one  his  woman, 
“  from  among  the  young  women  of  Shilo ;  and  go  with  them  to  the  land  of  Ben- 

22  M  jamin  :  and  if  fo  be,  that  their  fathers  or. their  brothers  come  to  us,  to  complain ; 
“  we  will  fay  to  them:  f  Be  favourable  to  thofe  tntns  for  our  fake;  ftnce,  in  the 
“  war,  we  refeyved  not  to  each  of  them  his  own  wife;  for,  as  ye  have  not,  on  this 

23  w  pccafion,  given  your  daughters  to  them,  ye  cannot  be^guilty.” — The  ehildfon  of 
Benjamin  did  fo;  and  took  wives,  according  to  their  number,  of  thofe  whom  they 
caught  dancing:  and  went  back  to  their  own  pofleffions,  and  repaired  the  cities, 

24  and  dwelled  in  them. — Meanwhile,  the  children  of  Ifrael  departed  thence ,  every 
man  to  his  own  tribe  and  family  :  every  man  went  to  his  own  pofleflion, 

25  In  thofe  days,  there  was  no  king  in  Ifrael:  every  man  did  ,whaf  was  right  in 
his  own  eyes. 


END  OF  THE  BOOK  OF  JUDGES. 
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OTHERWISE  CALLED 

THE  FIRST  BOOK  OF  KINGS . 


Parnlqgt  of  SamutL  Hu  I  SAMUEL,  I.  *  Mother^  ff&aat  tong  barren. 

§  I.  The  Birth  of Samuel ;  and  bis  Dedication  to  the  Service  if  the  tabernacle. 

THER  E  waa  a  certain  man  of  Raroathaim-Zuplrira,  of  Mount  Ephraim ;  whofe  i 
name  was  Elkanah  j  the  fon  of  Jeroham,  the  fbn  of  Elihu,  the  fon  of  Tohu, 
the  fon  of  Zuph,  an  EphrathUej  who  had  two  wives:  the  name  of  the  one  Hanna,  2 
and  the  name  of  the  other  Phenena :  Phenena  had  children ;  but  Hanna  had  no 
children. — This  man  went,  yearly,  from  his  Own  city  to  worfliip,  and  to  offer  fa-  3 
crificea  to  the  Lord,  *f  the  God  |  of  hofts*  at  Shiloj  where  j|  Eli,  and  his  two  fons  | 
Hophni  and  Phinehas,  were  the  priefts  of  the  Lord.  Now,  at  whatever  time  El-  4 
kanah  offered  facrifccs>  he  gave  portions  thereof  to  Phenena,  and  to  all  her  fons  and 
daughters:  but  to  Hanna  he  gave  a  fpecial  portion  ;  for  he  dearly  loved  Hanna.  $ 
But  the  Lord  had 'given  her  no  children ;  and,  becaufe  the  Lord  had  given  her  6 
no  children,  her  rival  fpitefully  provoked  her  to  fretfiilnefs,  for  that  the  Lord  had 
refhfed  her  fecundity.  Thus,  year  by  year,  Pbentna  provoked  her,  when  fhe  went  7 
up  to  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord:  therefore,  fhe  wept  and  wouldnot  eat.  On  8 
thefe  occafiojis,  her  hufband  Elkanah  would  lay  to  her:  “  Hanna l  *  why  weepeft 
**  thou }  and  why  eateft  thou  not  ?  and  why  is  thy  heart  grieved  ?  Am  I  not,  to 
44  thee,  better  than  ten  fons  ?** 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH,  I.  T.  3.  t  81F.  Ib.  D  So  8EP.  The  REST,  the  two  font  of  Rii, — V.  8.  »  She  anfwered :  (( 1  am  here%  my 

turdf  And  bt  fad.  U  btry  sep.  See  c.  r. 

IXfUKATORT  KOIII. 

*  The  Book  of  Rath  will  be  found  at  the  end  oF  this  Zophitea:  and  the  place  where  they  dwelt  Rjurathaim- 
vcdanwi  with  Ell  her,  Judith,  and  Tobit.  Zophim  j  or  Rama  of  the  ZupbUes. 

Ch.  L  vcr.  r.  TU  fn»  of  Zoth  aa  EpbralhtU :  that  is,  v7  j.  Wert  the  priefit  of  the  Lard}  i.  e.  they  officiated 
Zoph,  who  was  originally  of  Epbratba  or  Beth-lehem,  had  voder  their  father.  The  resdi ng  of  the  Septuagiot  feeou 
temoved  to  Maoat  Ephraim  j  where  his  pofterity  were  called  preferable. 
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Hanna  t  Vowyat  Shilo .  I  SAMUEL.  T. 

tl  One  year,  after  they  had  eaten  and  drunk  at  Shilo*  Hanna  arofe;  and,  in  the' 

fadnefs  of  her  foul,  prayed  to  the  Lord  ;  and  wept  amain.  '  Now  Fit,  the  high- 
prieft,  was  fitting  upon  a  feat,  by  one  of  the  door-pofts  of  the  tabernacle  of  {he  Lord. 

n  And  Hanna  made  a  vow  f  to  the  Lord  |  and  faid :  “(5  Lord,  f  the  God  of 
u  hofts !  j  if  thou  w*dt  but  look  on  the  afflidtion  of  thine  handmaid,  and  wilt  mind 
H  me,  and  not  forget  thine  handmaid;  but  wilt  give  to  thine  handmaid  a  male 
“  child  ;  then  will  I  dedicate  him  to  the  Lord,  all  the  days  of  his  life;  f  neither 
“  wine  nor.  ftrong  liquor  fhall  he  drink:  |  nor  fhall  a  razor  ever  touch  bis  head.’* 

12  While  fhe  thus  continued  praying  before  the  Lord,  Eli  *  marked  her  mouth. 

13  Now  Hanna  fpoke  only  in  her  heart;  her  lips,  Indeed,  moved,  but  her  voice  was 

14  not  heard:  *  hence  Eli  imagined  that  fhe  was  drunk.  ||  Eli*  therefore,  faid  to  her; 

15  “  How  loftg  wilt  thou  be  drunk?  Get  quit  of  thy  wine.”  *  But  Hanna  anfwered* 
and  faid :  “  Nay ;  my  lord  !  a  woman  of  diftreffed  mind  I  am  ;  neither  wine  nor 
w  ftrong  liquor  have  I  drunk  ;  but.have  been  pouring  forth  my  foul’s  defire  in  the 

16  “  prefence  of  the  Lord.'  Repute  not  thine  handmaid  a  profligate  woman  :  for  all 

17  “  that  I  have*  hitherto,  faid,  is  from  exceflive  vexation  and  grief.”  Then  Eli  re¬ 
plied,  and  faid:  “  Go  in  peace;  and  may  the  God  of  Ifrael  grant  thy  petition, 

18  “  which  thou  haft  made  to  him  She  anfwered:  w  May  thine  handmaid  find 
“  favour  in  thine  eyes  !** — The  woman,  then  went  f  into  her  own  lodging,  |  and 
ate  t  and  drank  with  her  hufband  j  [  and  her  countenance  was.no  more  fad. 

19  '  Early  in  the  morning,  they  arofe ;  and  having  woifhipped  the  Lord,  they  re¬ 
turned  and  came  to  their  houfe  at  Rama.  And,  Elkanah  haying  converted  with 

20  his  wife,  the  L&rd  was  mindful  of  her,  and  fhe  conceived,  and*  after  the  due  period, 
bare,  a  fori;  whofe  name  ihe  called  Samuel  [ jjejrd^of^god ]  ;  6*  For  of  the  Lord., 
*  f  the  God  of  hofts,”  faid  Ihe,  |  “  l  had  afkedhim.” 

21  Now  the  man,  Elkanah,  and  all  his  houfehold*  went  up  f  to  Shilo, |  to  offer  to 
the  Lord  his  yearly,  and  his  votive  facrifice,  f  and  the  whole  tythe  of  his  grounds.  | 

22  But  Hanna  went  not  up,  f  with  him;  |  for  (he  had  faid  to  her  hufband:  f  “  I  will 
“  not  go  up,  |  until  the  child  be  weaned  :  then  will  I  take  him  lip,  that  he  may  be 

23  “  prefeDted  to  the  Lord,  hnd  remain  there  for  ever.”  And  Elkanah,  her  hufband, 
had  faid  to  her:  “  Do  whatfeemeth  beft  to  thee:  flay,  until  thou  have  weaned 

him  :  only,  may  the  Lord  confirm  [|  thy  words!” — So  the  woman  ftaid  at  home% 

24  and  fuckled  her  fon,  until  fhe  weaned  him.  And  when  fhe  had  weaned  him,  fhe 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  1 1.  f$Ep.  and  3  mss.  Ib.  f  SEP.  and  i  ms,  See  c,  r.  Ib.  f  sep.— V.  12.  *  the prieft)  sep. — V.  13.  #  hut 
the  Lore  heard  her,  fome  copies  of  bef.  See  C.  a. — V .  14.  [|  Eli t  fervdntt  bep.  Ib.  •  and  he  gone  from  before 
the  Lore,  sbp. — V.  18.  f  sej>.  See  c.  r.  Ib.  f  sep.— V.  20.  f  sep. — V.'  at.  f  sep.  Ib.  f  sep. — V.  aa. 
sEp. — V.  23.  II  So  sep.fSTR.  arab!  the  laft  of  which  adds,  and  thy  vw.  The  rest,  kit  word .  See  c.  E. 
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Saxnuf  brought  t»  Shi! a.  I  S  A  M  U  E  L.  II.  Hanna's  Tbdmijgivhrtg  S<mg- 


took  him  up  with  her  f  tb  Shilo  j  j  with  ||  a  bull  three  years  old,  J  an  epha  of  flour, 
and  a \Jkin- bottle  of  wine;  and  brought  him  to  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord»  at  Shilo  ; 
the  child  being  yet  an  infant.  f-And  his  father,  having  firjl  made  his  yearly  facri-  25 
fice,  prefented  the  child  to  the  Lotto,  and  then  flew  the  bull.  |  Then,  f  his  mother 
Hanna  |  brought  the  child  to  £11,  and  laid:  K  Oh  !  my  lord  1  as  fure  as  thou  art  z6 
u  alive,  my  lord  \  I  am  the  woman  who,  here,  flood  by  thee,  praying  to  the  Lord  : 

“  for  this  child  I  prayed,  and  the  Lord  hath  granted  me  the  boon  which  I  begged  27 
4<  of  him :  therefore  f,  on  my  part,  make  a  gift  of  him  to  the  Lord  ;  fo  long  as  he  28 
w  Iiveth,  to  the  Lord  he  is  gifted.**  Here,  ||  the  child  worflnpped  |  the  Lord. 

Then  Hanna  prayed,  and  faid  ; 

w  My  heart  exulteth  in  the  Lord  :  z 

44  Through  ||  the  Lord  |  my  horn  Is  exalted : 

44  My  mouth  I  may  open  before  my  foes, 

"  Since*  laved  by  thee,  I  can  rejoice. 

“  There  is  none  holy  like  the  Lord  :  a 

44  No  rock,  fo  firmy  as  our  God  : 

44  Befide  thee,  O  Lord,  there  is  none. 

41  Talk  no  morefo  vain-glorioufly  :  3 

11  Let  not  wonted  arrogance  proceed  from  your,  mouth;. 

“  For  an  all-knowing  God  is  the  Lord  ; 
u  And  by  him  are  events  predifpofed. 

u  The  bows  of  the  ftrong  have  been  broken,  4 

44  While  the  feeble  have  been  girt  with  ftrengtb. 

44  The  fetiated  have  hired  themfelves  for  bread,  5 

44  While  the  famiflied  have  ceafed  to  want. 

‘‘  The  barren  hath  borne  in  abundance, 

“  While  the  rich  in  children  hath  been  worn  out. 

44  The  Lord  killeth,  and  reviveth ;  6 

14  Bringeth  down  to  the  grave,  and  bringeth  up; 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  24.  t  SEP.  Ib.  H  So  set.  STB.  ARAB.  The  RMT,  tbrtt  bulb*  See  c.  R. — V.  25.  t  HEP.  See  c.  r.  IK 
t  sw.— V.  28.  B  So  the  pireferu  text,  with  rap.  and  chaed.  bat  era.  vulg.  and  5  mss.  have  they  ’worjbipptd, 
in  the  plural.  See  c#  H.  v.  1.  R  So  the  prefent  text  and  child,  bat  sep.  vulg.  and  30  mss.  have 

my  Goa.  •  See  c.  r. 

imJkZiTOIT  NOTH. 

V.  *4.  A  buff  thru  yutr*  aid,  Ac.  for  a  eochariaic  £*eri-  Ch.  il.  ver.  I.  My  bant  it  utalutL  It  is  a  metaphor  eqoi- 

fict.  The  bull’a  being  three  yews  old,  might  allude  to  the  valent  to  cerrymg  oadt  bead  bjgb, 

•ge  of  theehfld  j  for  we  kwn  from  a  Machab.  7.  26,  that  lb.  My  month  I  boj  open,  &c.  u  e.  fpcak  with  confidence, 

it  w**  nftud  to  fuckle  children  three  yean.  She  hint*  at  bar  fpitefid  rival. 

V.  *8.  Tbt  child  tvorftapptd  tbt  Lord.  He  was  made  to  V.  3.  Tali  no  mart,  icc-  She  {HQ  alludes  to  Phenena, 
bow  down  bv  hit  mother :  unlcfii  the  other  rendering  be  the  although  flte  ufea  the  plural  number, 
true  one;  which  may  refer  to  aB  prdeut. 
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Hanna  i  Song  concluded.  I  S  A  M  U  E  L.  II.  Profligacy  of  Etii  &atf. 

y  “  ThR  Lord  maketh  poor,  and  maketh  rich; 

“  He  humbleth,  and  he  exalteth : 

8  “  The  poor  he  exalteth  from  the  dull ; 

**  And  the  beggar  he  raifeth  from  the  dunghill  j 
“To  place  them  among  the  grandest  of  the  people,  j 
“  And  make  them  poffefs  feats  of  honour. 

“  ||  For,  the  Lord’s  are  the  foundations  of  the  earth, 

“  On  which  he  hath  fet  the  globe. 

9  “  The  footfteps  of  his  pious  ones  he  will  guard : 

“  But  in  darknefs  the  ungodly  fliall  remain :  | 

“  For  no  man,  through  f  his  own  |  might  fhall  be  mighty* 

10  “The  Lord  will  difmay  his  j|  adverfary ; 

w  From  the  heavens,  upon  ||  him  he  will  thunder: 

“  The  delinquencies  of  the  earth  the  Lord  wiU  judge. 

44  But  to  his  own  king  he  will  give  might  y 
“  And  exalt  the  horn  of  his  anointed.” 

11  Elkanah,  then,  went  Home  to  Rama:  but  the  child  miniftered  to  the  Lord, 
under  the  direction  of  EU  the  prieft. 


§  2.  ‘The  Profligacy  of  the  Prieft  the  Sons  of  Eli;  and  God's  Judgment  denounced 

againfl  them. 

}  J  THE  fons  of  Eli  were  lawlefs  men,  who  regarded  not  the  Lord,  nor  the  duty 
of  the  priefts  toward  the  people.  When  any  one  offered  a  facrifice,  the  young 
prieft,  while  the  flefh  was  boiling,  came  with  a  three-pronged  fork  in  his  hand; 

14  which  he  thruft  into  the  kettle,  or  caldron,  or  pot,  or  pan :  and  all  that  the  fork 
brought  up  the  prieft  took  for  himfel£  Thus  they  did,  at  Shilo,  to  all  the  Ifrael- 


VARIOUS  BEJDIHGJ, 

V.  8.  f  sep.  Ib.  B  Wanting  in  sep.  which,  with  lotne  little  variety  of  reading,  continues  thus:  u  Who 
«*  giveth  U  the  vpwer  hie  wt/hy  and  blejfeth  the  years  tf  tie  juft;  for  man  by  bis  own  might  ir  not  mighty. 
*f  Holy  u  the  Lord/  Let  not  the  wife  man  glory  m  Ins  vnfdom,  nor  the  mighty  man  glory  in  his  might }  nor  the 
u  rich  man  glory  in  bis  riches :  but  in  this  alone  let  him  ghry  ;  in  under/landing  and  knowing  the  L  OSD,  and  doing 
u  judgment  and jujlict  in  the  earth.  The  Lord  afeendeth  the  heavens ,  and  thunder ethy  he judgtth  the  ends  of  the 
u  earth :  to  our  kings  he  noiU  give  powers  and  exalt  the  horn  of  Its  anointed.* — And Jhe  left  him  there  before  the 

LoRDt  and  returned  to  Ramatha,  £sV. - It  u  ftrange  that  hardly  any  trace  of  all  this  is  found  in  any 

Hebrew  ms,  or  other  antfent  verfion ;  and  yet  I  confefa  I -am  loth  to  deem  it  altogether  an  interpolation. 

V.  9w  +  SEP.  STB,  ARAB.  VULO.  See  C.  R-~—V.  I  o,  fi  Sil.  adverfnritt.  Ib.  J|  al.  them.  See  C.  R. 


IX  PIA  R  A  TORT  VOTES. 

V ,  1  $.  The  Hebrew  teat  ia  here  badly  dWkkd,  andean-  Ib.  The  young  frfyfi  /he.  one  or  other  of  Eli’s  fom, 

fequentlf  badly  rendered  by  all  thole  txanllatora,  who  hare  not  their  fcrvant.  See  c.  a. 
followed  that  dmfion.  See  c.  a. 


VOL.  II. 


ites. 
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EH rtbdud  by  a  I  S  A  M  U  E  L*  II.  Prophet,  oa  accotmt  of 

kes,  who  came  thither  f  to  facrlfice  to  the  Loud,  [  Moreover,  even  before  the  fat  15 
was  burned,  the  young  prieft  would  come  and  fey  to  the  man  who  facrificcd : 

“  Give  flefti  to  roaft,  for  the  prieft;  for  he  will  not  have  boiled  flefh  from  thee, 

**  but  raw  flejb And  if  any  man  faid  to  him :  u  Let  the  fat,  as  ufuaJ,  be,  by  all  16 
**  means,  firjt  burned :  then,  take  as  much  as  thy  foul  defireth  he  would  anfwer 
him  ;  “  Nay,  even  now  thou  muft  give  it  me\  elfe  I  will  take  it  by  force.** — 
Hence  great,  before  the  Lord,  was  the  fin  of  the  young  priefts :  for,  thus  were  17 
men  difgufted  from  offering  donatives  to  the  Lord. 

Meanwhile,  the  child  Samuel,  veiled  in  a  facred  ephod,  miniftered  before  the  18 
Lord-  And,  every  year,  his  mother  made  a  littlq  mantle  for  him,  and  brought  19 
it  to  him,  when  ftie  went  up  with  her  hulband  to  offer  the  yearly  facrifice. — 
And  Eli  bleffed  Elkanah  and  his  wife,  and  faid  to  Elkanab :  “  May  the  Lord  grant  20 
“  thee  more  offspring  by  this  woman,  for  the  gift  that  has  been  gifted  .to  the  Lord  1** 
And,  when  they  returned  to  their  own  home,  the  Lord  was  mindful  of  Hanna;  21 
and  fhe  conceived,  and  bare  three  mote  Tons,  and. two  daughters;  while  the  child 
Samuel  grew  up,  before  the  Lord. 

When  Eli,  who  was  now  very  old,  heard  of  all  that  his  Tons  did  to  all  the  Ifrael-  21 
ites ;  and  how  they  lay  with  the  women,  who  miniftered  at  the  door  of  the  con¬ 
vention-tent  ;  he  faid  to  them  ;  u  Why  do  ye  fuch  things  ?  for  from  all  this  people  23 
**  I  hear  of  ydur  evil  deeds.  .  Nay,  my  fons  t  not  good  is  the  report,  which  I  hear  24 
of  you:  ye  eftrange  the  people  of  the  Lord.  If  one  man  fin  againft  another,  25 
u  he  has  God  for  his  arbiter;  but  if  a  man  fin  againft  God,  who  fhall  be  his 
w  arbiter  V* — But  they  liftened  not  to  the  voice  of  their  father;  becaufe  the  Lord 
willed  their  death. — Meanwhile,  the  child  Samuel  grew  up  amain,  and  was  in  16 
favour,  both  with  the  Lord,  and  with  men. 

There  came  to  Eli  a  man  of  God,  who  faid  to  him ;  “  Thus  feith  the  Lord  :  27 
“  1  While  the  people  were  yet  in  Egypt,  under  Pharaoh,  I  openly  revealed  myfelf 
w  to  thy  father’s  houfe ;  and  him  I  ehofe,  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  to  be  my  28 
**  prieft,  to  offer  facriffces  on  mine  altar,  to  burn  incenfe,  and  to  wear  an  ephod, 

“  in  my  prefence :  and  to  the  houfe  of  thy  father  I  gave  all  the  oblations  of  the 
“  children  of  Ifrael ;  why  fpum  ye,  perverfely,  the  facrifices  and  donatives  which  29 
“  I  have  appointed  l  Thy  fons  thou  haft  honoured  more  than  me ;  while  ye  fatten 

various  reading. 

V.  14.  t  skp.  and  partly.  ARAB,  See  c.  s. 

XXF LAN ATOK*  NOTES, 

V*  18.  Vcfttd  m  a  facred  tphod;  L  e.  aa  ephod  only  ufed  U  cortjyptcd  or  imperfect.  See  C,  a. 

» the  fer^ice  of  the  tabernaefc.  See  c«  A,  'V,  xp,  t¥bj  Jpum  jr  fxrverfety,  &c.  The  word  rendered 

lb.  MmS ered  before  the  Lord;  i.  e,  did  what  he  was  perverfify,  is  generally  allowed  to  be  fomewhat  corrupted, 
ordered  to  do  by  Eu  or  hii  fonv  In  the  favice  of  the  ttber.  The  meaning  which  1  hare  given  «  arifrs  from  the  change 
nack«  ^  of*  lingfc  letter,  into  a  letter  wry  finular  in  many  manu- 

V,  24.  TV  efirang*,  See.  i.  e.  keep  them  away  from  offering  feripts.  See  c»  a. 
facrifice*.  There  U  fome-fufpicion,  however,  that  the  text 

5°  “  on 


bis  Sent.  Fir/f  Revelation  I  S  A  M  TJ  E  L.  III,  made  to  SamaeL 

30  44  on  the  choice!!  of  the  donatives  of  my  people  Ifrael.’  Therefore,  the  Lord,  the 
“  God  of  Ifrael,  faith  :  *  I  had  once,  indeed,  decreed,  that  thine  and  thy  AlberY 
“  houfe  fhould  tninifter  to  me  for  ever:  but  now  (faith  the  Lord),  far  he  it- from 
44  me  to  do  fo:  but  him,  who  honoureth  me,  I  will  honour  j  while  he.  who  con- 

31  44  temneth  me,  fhall  be  vilified.  Lo!  the  days  are  coming  (f  faith  the  Lord)), 
“  when  I  will  break  thine  arm,  and  the  arm  of  thy  father’s  houfe :  nor  fhall  there 

32  “  be  an  old  man  in  thy  family.  With  a  jealous  eye;  thou  fhalt  behold  a  rival,  in 
44  every  thing  the  favourite  of  Ifrael :  but,  in  thy  family,  there  fhall  never  be  an 

33  44  old  man.  The  man  of  thy  family,  whom  I  cut  not  off  from  mine  altar,  Jhall 
44  remain  there  ordy%  to  be  an  eye»foie  and  an  heart-ach  to  thee:  for  the  whole  in- 

34  “  creafe  of  thy  family  fhall  die  at  the  age  of  manhood.  Of  tins  thou  fhalt  have  a 
44  token,  in  what  will  befall  thy  two  f<jns,  Hophni  and  Phinehas:  in  one  day,  both 

35  44  of  them  fhall  die.  A  faithful  prieft'I  will  raife  up  for  myfelf :  he  will  a£t  ac- 
“  cording  to  mine  heart’s  and  my  foul’s  defire :  and  I  will  firmly  eftablifh  his  houfe ; 

36  41  and  he  fhall  minifter  to  me,  mine  anointed  frieft ,  for  ever.  To  him  will  come, 
44  whofoever  fhall  remain  of  thy  houfe,  and  crouch  to  him  for  a  piece  of  Giver  and 
44  a  morfel  of  bread ;  and  fay :  4  Put  me,  I  pray  thee,  into  one  of  the  prleftly 
41  fun&ions,  that  I  may  eat  a  bit  of  bread.** 


§  3.  Tire  Lord  revealeth  himfclfto  Samuel , 

1  THE  young  man  Samuel  ftill  miniftered  to  the  Lord,  under  Eli  f  the  prieft.  | 

2  In  thofe  days,  divine  oracles  were  rare :  vifions  were  not  frequent  Now  it  hap¬ 
pened,  at  that  rime,  that,  when  Eli,  whole  eyes  were  grown  fo  dim  that  he  could 

3  not  fee,  had  lain  down  in  his  own  jleephtg-\i\zc&  j  and  Sarpuel  had  alfo  lain  down 
in  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  where  the  ark  of  God  was  (the  facred  lamp  not  yet 

*  extinguifhed) ;  the  Lord  called  to  Samuel ;  whoanfwered:  44  Here  ami.**  Then, 
running  to  EH,  he  faid:  44  Here  am  Ii  thou  called!!  me.’*  He  replied:  44  I 

6  44  called  not:  return  to  bed.** — Again  the  Lord  called  to  Samuel:  and  Samuel 
arofe  and  went  to  Eli,  and  faid:  Here  am  I :  thou  called!!  me.*’  He  anfwered: 

7  “I  called  not,  my  fon !  return  to  bed,**— Now  Samuel  knew  not  that  it  was  the 

8  Lord  ;  for  as  yet  no  divine  oracle  had  been  revealed  to  him. — Again,  the  Lord,  a 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  31,  f  sir,  arab  and  4  mss. — CH.  III.  v.  1.  \  sep.  str.  arab.  and  1  ms. 
smmrotY  note*, 

V.  31.  I  vsiii  break  thine  arm  ;  i.  e,  thy  power.  The  lb.  A  rival,  He  00  doubt  means  Samuel. 

Greek  translator  read  another  word*  and  rendered  feed  V.  35.  Mint  anointed  prieft.  So  the  Syriac  and  Arabic 
See  c.  a.  tranflators  understood  the  words  i  and  nith,  I  think,  it 

V.  32.'  With  a  jealous  eye*  The  feme  word  and  the  their  true  meaning.  The  general  literal  rendering  ia ;  He 
fame  corruption  fetm  to  be  here  as  in  r,  29.  It  is  a  Jkali  o <allt  before  mine  anointed-  See  C.  A,  The  oracle 
gtaerical  word  that  denotes  looking  with  a  jealous,  hateful*  alludes  to  Zadok.  See  1  Ki/igs,  2.  26,  27. 
or  penrerfe  eye. 

H  2 


third 


Samtel  telh  hit  Vt/tan  I  SAMUKL  IV.  to  Eh.  War  with  the 

thifd  time,  called  to  Samuel ;  who  arofe  and  went  to  Eli,  and  laid:  “  Here  am  I: 

44  thou  calledft  -me.”  Eli  now  underflood  that  the  Lord  had  called  to  the 
young  man ;  So  Eli  faid  to  Samuel  :  44  Go  to  bed ;  and,  if  one  call  to  thee,  thou  9 
44  fhalt  fay:  *  Speak,  O  Lord  !  for  thy  fervant  heareth/  ” — Samuel  returned  and  lay¬ 
down  in  his  own  place;  when  the  Lord  accofted  him,  and  called  to  him  as  be-  10 
fore  :  44  Samuel !  Samuel  V*  "Samuel  anfwered :  44  Speak,  f  O  Lord  1  j  for  thy  fer- 
44  vaut  heareth.”— -The  Lord  "then  faid  to  Samuel:  44  Lol  I  am  about  to  do  a  11 
44  thing  in  Ifrael,  at  which  both,  the  ears  of  every  one,  who  fliall  Hear  of  it,  will 
44  tingle*  In  that  day,  I 'will  bring  upon  Eli  all  that  I  have  fpoken  from  firft  to  12 
44  iaft;  concerning  his -family*  -tor  I  have  warned  him,  that  I  am  about  to  execute  13 
44  judgment  on  his  houfe  for  ever;  becaufe,  although  he  knew  that  his  fons  difgraced 
44  themfelves,  he  rebuked  them'- not:  therefore  I  have  fwoni,  with  refpe£  to  the  14 
44  houfe  of  EH,  that  the  iniquity  of  Eli’s  hcmfe  fhall  never  be  expiated,  either  by 
44  vi&im-facrifice,  or  donative;”  . 

Samuel  lay  ftill  until  morning;  when  he  opened  the  doOrs  of  the  tabernacle  of  15 
the  Lord.  Samuel  was  afraid  to  tell  the  vifion  <0  Eli:  but  Eli  called  to  him,  and  16 
Cud :  u  Samuel,  my  fon  P"  He  anfwered :  “  Here  am  L”  Eh :  laid :  u  What  is  it,  17 
<4  that  the  Lord' hath  imparted  to  thee  ?  I  pray  thee,  conceal  it  not  from  me*  May 
f4  God  do  fo  and  fo  to  thee,  nay,  more  than  that  •;?  if  thou  conceal  aught  from  me, 
“of  all  the  things,  that  he  faid  to  thee  f”  Satisuel  then  told  him  every  thing,  18 
and  concealed  from  him  nothing.  44  He  is  the  Lord,”  faid  Eli:  u  let  him  do 
44  what,  to  himfelf^  feemeth  right.” — Meanwhile,  Samuel  grew  up,  and  the  Lord  19 
was  with  him :  and  all  the  Ifraelites,  from  Dan  to  Beer-fheb%  underftood  that  Sa- 
|nuel  was  truly  a  prophet  of  the  Lord:  for  the  Lord  continued  to  appear  in  Shilo;  z\ 
and  to, Samuel,  in  Shilo,  he  revealed  his  oracles ;  which  Samuel  announced  to  all 
IfraeL 

J  4*  Difafiroui  War  with  the  PhiSftmes;  and  the  Ark  taken  hy  them .  The  Death 

of  Eli. 

f  ELI  was  now  very  old,  and  his  fons  were  going  on  in  their  own  evil  way 
before  the  Lord,  when  the  Philiftines  aflenjbled,  and  came  out  to  fight  againft  the 
Ifraelites.  [  And  the  Ifraelites  went.out  to  war  againft  the  Philiftines,  and  encamped  1 

at  Ebenezer;  while  the  Philiftines  were  encamped  at  Aphek*  And  the  Philiftines  a 

put  themfelves  in  array  againft  Ifrael;  and,  the  battle  being  joined,  the  Ifraelites  were 
fmitten  by  the  Philiftines;  who  flew  on  the  field  of  battle  about  four  thoufand  men. 

So  when  the  people  returned.to  the  camp,  the  elders  of  Ifrael  faid :  44  Why  hath  the  3 

TA.&IODS  readings. 

V.  10. f  sm.'a&AB.  yuiG.  and  fomc  copies  of  set.  Sec  c.  -V.  ax.  rep.  and  partly  yulc.  See  c.  r- 

5a  44  Lord 


PbUj/liatr.  7he  Ark  taken*  I  SAMUEL,  IV  •  Death  of  Eh,  and  hh  Soot* 

u  Lord  fraitten  us  to-day  before  the  Philiftines }  Let  us  bring  hither,  from  Shilo, 
u  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  ;  that,  being  among  us,  it  may  faVe  us  from 

4  “  the  hands  of  our  enemies/*  So  the  people  lent  ptrfons  to  Shilo,  to  bring  thence 
the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hofts,  wbofe  refidence  was  between 
the  cherubs :  and  the  two  fans  of  Eli,  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  were  there,  with  the 
ark  of  God's  covenant, 

5  When  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  caftre  into  the  carftp,  all. the  Ifrael- 

6  lies*  fliouted  \rith  fo  great  a  fliout,  that  the  earth  rang.  When  the  Philiftines  heard 
the  found  of  this  fhouting,  they  Hud :  u  What  meaneth  the  found  of  a  Ihouting  fo 
“  great,  in  the  camp  of  the  Hebrews  T*  And,  when  they  underftood,  that  the  ark 

7  of  the  Lord  wasnome  into  the  camp,  the  Philiftmes  were  afraid  s  M  for  a  God,” 
laid  they, “  is  come  Into  the  camp  l*  Again  they  & id  t  “  Woe  tor  us!  fuch  a  thing 

6  “  has  not  heretofore  occurred Woe  to  us !  who  can  refeue  us  from  the  hands  of 

“  thofe  mighty  gods  ?  thofe  gods  who  fmote  the  Egyptians,  f  and  performed  Jucb 

9  “  wonders  |  in  the  wildemefe  ?  Be  hold,  bo'tyever,  ye  Philiftines,  and  behave  like 
“  men;  left  ye  become  fubje&B  to  the  Hebrews,. as  they  have  been  fubje&$  to 

10  “you:  behave,  and. fight  like  men/’— The  Philiftines  fought;  and  the  Hraelltes 
were  fmitten,  and  fled,  every  man  to  his  own  home.  The  flaughter  was  great; 

11  for  there  fell,  of  the  Israelites,  thirty  thoufand  men :  and  the  ark  of|jthe  Lord  [ 
was  taken  ;  and  both  the  Tons  of  Eli,  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  were  flain. 

ia  A  MAN  of  Benjamin,  running  from  the  field  of  battle,  came  that  fame  day  to 

13  Shilo,  with  his  clothes  ren$,  with  duft  upon  his  head  :  and  when  he  arrived, 
lo !  Eli  was  fitting  on  an  h|gh  feat,  f  by  the  city  gate,  |  waiting  the  event  i  for  his 
heart  trembled  for  the  ark  of  |]the  Lord.  |  When  the  man  came  with  the  hews  to 

14  the  city,  the  whole  city  was  in  an  uproar :  and  when  Eli  heard  the  noife  of  this 
uproar,  he  laid:  a  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  tumultuous  noife  V9  The  man, 

15  then,  came,  with  fpeed,  to  tell  Eli  what  bad  happened*  Now  Ell  was  ninety-eight 

16  years  old  ;  and  his  eyes  were  fo  dim,  that  he  could  not  fee.  And  the  man  faid  to 
Eli :  **  I  come  from  the  field  of  battle ;  and  from  the  field  of  battle  I-  this  day  fled/* 

17  u  And  how  went  the  matter,  my  fon?”  faid  JE//.  The  meflenger  anfwered,  and 
faid  :  44  The  Ifraelites  fled  before  the  Philiftines :  there  hath  alfo  been  a  great  fiaugh- 
“  ter  among  the  people ;  and  both  thy  Tons,  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  are  dead ;  and 

18  44  the  ark  of  jj  the  Lord  |  is  taken.”  Soon  as  he  mentioned  the  ark  of  ||  the  Lord  J, 
Eli  fell  backward  from  off  the  high  feat,  that  was  by  the  city-gate ;  and  broke  his 

VA&lODt  RBAD1HG3. 

CH,  IV,  v.  8.  f  arab.  only.  See  c.  R. — V.  u.  |  So  chald.  *tr,  arab.  and  1  ms.  The  rest,  God*  See 

C.  R. - V.  1 3.  4  SEP.  Ibw  II  So  CBALD.  ARAB.  Hie  REST,  GOD . — V.  17-jSo  CHILD.  Otlly.  The  REST, 

God . — V.  18. 1]  So  chald.  arab.  ■  The  rest,  God. 
explanatory  notij. 

Ch.  It.  yct.  13.  Sitting  on  an  feat.  It  -was  a  fort  of  V.  ij.  Ninety-tight  yean.  So  the  Chaldee  and  Vulgate, 

elevated  throne,  on  which,  moll  probably,  Eli.  was  wont  to  with  fome  copies  of  the  Greek.  Bat  tbe  Syr.  and  Arab. 

ad  mini  lie  r  juftice.  have  78,  and  fome  copies  of  the  Greek  have  90,  See  c,  a. 

S3  neck. 


The  pmftms  affixed  I  SAMUEL*  V- 


by  the  Loan,  refabe 


neck,  and  died  \  for  be  was  an  aged,  and  unwieldy  man. — He  had  judged  the 
lfraelites  forty  years. 

His  daughter-in-law,  the  wife  of  Phinehas,  was  then  with  child,  and  near  her  19 
time:  but  when  fhe  heard  it  told  that  the  ark  of  |  the  Lord  |  was  taken,  and  that 
her  father-in-law  and  her  hufband  were  dead,  fuch  anguifh  overwhelmed  her,  that 
Ihe  fell  into  labour,  and  brought  forth.  When  (be  was  about  to  die,  the  women,  20 
who  attended  her,  faid  to  her:  “  Fear  nothing  j  thou  haft  borne  a  fon/*  But  {he 
neither  anfwered,  nor  regarded  what  they  faid.  She  only  named  the  child  Ichabod  21 
“  For  glory  (faid  Ihe)  is  departed  from  Ifrael :** — becaufe  the  ark  of 
■||  the  Lord  |  had  been  taken  j  and  on  account  of  f  the  death  of  |  her  father-in-law 
and  her  hufband — For  that  reafon,  (he  laid:  u  Glory  is  departed  from  Ifrael ;  frnce  22 
the  ark  of  ||  the  Lord,  j  f  the  God  of  Ifrael,  |  is  taken, 

§  5.  fbt  PbUtflim,  after  feven  Months ,  ref  ore  the  Ark. 

THE  Philiflines  took  the  ark  of  ||  the  Lord,  |  and  brought  it  from  Eben-ezer  to  i 
Afhdod  :  where  they  took  it  into  the  temple  of  Dagon,  and  placed  it  befide  Dagon.  2 
But  when,  at  early  morn,  the  Afhdodites  arofc,  #  lo !  Dagon  was  lying  proftrate  3 
.on  the  ground,  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord.— -They  took  Dagon  and  fethim  in  his 
place  again.:  but  when  at  next  early  morn,  they  arofe ;  lo !  Dagon  was  again  lying  4 
proftrate  on  the  ground  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord  i  his  head  and  the  palms  of  his 
hands  being  lopped  off,  and  lying  on  the  threlhold :  the  fifh-form  only  remaining. 

.For  this  reafon  neither  the  priefts  of  Dagon,  nor  any  one  who  goeth  into  Dagon's  5 
temple,  tread  on  the.  threfhold  of  Dagon  at  Afhdod,  *  unto  this  day.  Moreover,  6 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  heavy  upon  the  Afhdodites,  whom  he  affli&ed,  and 
fitoote  with  blind  piles,  throughout  Afhdod  and  its  territory :  f  the  land,  alfo, 
fwarmed  with  mice,  and  great  and  mortal  deftrudBon  enfuejd  in  the  city :  |  which  7 
when  the  men  «f  Afhdod  perceived,  they  faid :  M  The  ark  of  the  God  of  Ifrael 
“  (hall  not  remain  with  us  j  for  both  upon  ourfelves,  and  upon  our  god  Dagon,  his 
“  hand  is  hard/*  They  therefore  fent,  and  called  together  all  the  lords  of  the  Phi-  8 
liftines,  to  whom  they  faid:  “  What  fhall  be  done  with  the  ark  of  the  God  of 
“  Ifrael  ||  The  feathites  anfwered  :|  u  Let  the  ark  of  the  God  of  Ifrael  be 

Various  readings. 

V.  19.  U  So  chald.  arab.  The  rest.  Got*. — V,  21,  B  So  chald.  arab.  The  rest,  God.  Ib.  f  chald. 

and  19  nss,— V.  12.  H  So  chald.  str.  Arab,  and  fome  copies  of  sf,p.  The  rest,  God>  lb.  +  svr. 

only. — CH.  V.  v.  I.  g  So  CHALti.  only.  The  rest,  Ggz>.«— V.  a.  *  and  went  into  the  temple  of  Dagon,  aep. 

—V,  5.  •  hut  ftp  over  it,  sEr.— V.  6.  f  sep.  Vulg.  Compare  c.  6.  v.  4  and  5  ;  and  fee  c.  R. — V.  8.  fl  S<* 
sep.  and  vulg.  The  rest,  it  was  anfwered-  See  c.  a. 

IX  f  LASATOl!  MOTES. 

Ch.  v.  w.  ».  The  temple  of  Dagon.  Dagon  was  the  V.  4.  The  jifb-fcm 1  awJf  remaining  e  literally,  Dagon  oafy 
principal  god  of  the  Pfriirftinei ;  a  monfler  wikh  a  human  remaining  ;  i.  c.  the  principal  or  fifhy  part  of  him,  from 
foe*  «nd  hands ;  but  the  reft  a.  Alb.  which  he  bad  his  muue. 
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u  brought 


KUrtb  fmiable  Prrftats* 


to  report  bit  Ari,  I  S  A  M  U  E  L.  VI. 

9  “  brought  round  \  to  us,  |  to  Gath**’  So  the  ark  was  brooght  round  ,f  to  Gath,  |  But 
as  Toon  as  it  was  brought  round  f  to  Gath,  ]  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon  that 
city,  with  a  very  great  deftru&ion:  for  the  citizens,  both  fmalt  and  great,  hefmote 

10  with  blind  piles.  ®  They  nextfent  the  ark  of  fl  the  Lord  ]  to  Ekron;  but  no  fooner 
was  the  ark  of  j)  the  Lord  |  come  to  Ekron,  than  the  Ekronites  exclaimed,  faying ; 
M  [|  They  have  brought  |  round  to  us  the  ark  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  to  flay  us  arid  our 

1 1  “  people/*  So  they  fent,  and  calleditogether  all  the  lords  of  the  Philiftines,  and  faid : 
w  Send  away  the  ark  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  and  let  it  go  again  unto  its  own  place ; 
left  he  flay  us  and  our  people for,  f  on  the  atk  of  the  God  of  Ifrael  being  carried 
thither,  |  the  hand  of  jj  the  Lord  |  was  heavy  upon  them;  and  there  was  a  mortal 

12  deftrudtion  throughout  all  the  city:  the  men  who  died, not  were  fmitten  with  piles: 
fo  that  the  lamentation  of  the  city  went  up  £p  the  heavens. 

1  The  ark  of  the  Lord  had,  nqw,  been  feven  months  in  the  land  of  the  Philif- 

2  tines  ;  f  and  their  land  fwarmed  with  mice ;  |  when  the  Philiftines  called  for  the 
priefts,  and  foothfayera,  *  faying ;  u  What  ihall  we  do  with  the  ark  of  the  jj  God 
“  of  Ifrael  ?  Tell  us,*  in  what  manner  muft  we  fend  it  away  to  its  own  place  V* 

3  They  anfwered ;  45  If  ye  fend  away  the  ark  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  fend  it  not  away 
“  empty :  but,  by  all  means,  return  him  a  guilt-offering :  then,  if  ye  be  healed,  it 
“  will  be  known  to  you,  why  his  hand  has  not  hitherto  been  removed  from  you/* 

4  “But  what  guilt-offering  muft  ive  return  him?*’  faid  they.  It  wa*  anfwered : 
“  Five  golden  piles,  and  five  golden  mice  ;  according  to  the  number  ©f  the  lords 

5  “  of  the  Philiftines :  for  the  fame  plague  was  on  |j  you  all,  as  on  your  lords.  Make, 
“  then,  images  of  your  piles,  and  images  of  the  mice  that  ravage  the  land ;  and 
“  give  glory  to  the  God  of  Ifrael :  perhaps,  he  will  then  withdraw  his  hand  from 

6  “  off  yourfelves,  your  god,  and  your  land.  Why  would  ye  harden  your  hearts,  as 
“  the  Egyptians  and  Pharaoh  hardened  their  hearts?  Did  they  not,  after  he  [the 
“  God  of  Ifrael ]  had  befooled  them,  let  them  [the  Ifraelites]  go ;  and  go  they  did  ? 

7  “  Now,  therefore,  make  a  new  cart,  and  take  two  newly  calved  cows,  that  have 
“  never  bore  the  yoke;  and  yoke  the  cows  to  the  cart,  but  keep  their  calves  at 

8  “  home.  Then  take  the  ark  of  jj  the  God  of  Ifrael,  |  and  lay  it  upoQ  the  cart;  and 
u  put  the  golden  things,  which  ye  return  him  as  a  guilt-offering,  in  a  coffer  befide 

9  “  the  ark ;  and  fo  fend  it  away.  If  ye  fee,  that  it  goeth  by  the  w^y  of  Beth-Ihemeih, 
“  unto  his  own  territory;  then  hath  he  done  us  f  all  this  great  evil :  if  not,  then 

VARIOUS  READING  8. 

V.  8.  +  rep.  only.  Ib.  f  SEP.  only.  See  c.  R. — V.  9.  f  sef.  Arab.  lb.  *  And  the  Gatbites  made  for  themfelvu 
feats  ofjlrin,  sEp.wcg. — V.  IO.  [|  So  chald.  The  rest.  God,  and  f<6  again.  Ib.  jj  Why  have  ye  brought , 
slip.— V .  1 1. 1  SEP.  lb.  II  So  CHALD.  The  rest,  God . — CH.  VI.  v.  1,  f  bep.  See  c.  r. — V.  2.  *  and 
magicians ,  sEp.  Ib.  |J  Such,  I  think,  muft  have  been  the  original  reading  :  yet  all  the  copies  and  verGons 
have,  here,  Lord.  See  c.  r.— * V.  4.  fl  So  sep,  chald.  syr.  vulg.  arab.  with  10  ilss.  The  prefent  text 
has  them.  See  c.  a.-— V.  8.  jjSo  chald.  syr.  arab.  The  rest,  the  Zopd.—V.  g.  f  1  j  uu. 
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Tht  Ark  rtjUrcd^and  I  S  A  M  U  E  L*  VII*  fkusd m  JErjathfcorim. 

“  ftiall  we  know,  that}  his  hand  fmote  us  not }  but  that  an  accident  befrl  us.'*  The  10 
Philiftines  did  fo :  they  took  two  newly  calved  cows,  and  yoked  them  to  a  cart, 
but  Unit  up  their  calves  at  home ;  and  upon  the  cart  they  laid  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  h 
and  the  coffer  with  the  golden  mice  and  the  images  of  their  piles.  Now  the  is 
cows  took  the  direct  road  to  Beth-fhemefh  i  they  kept  the  high  way,  lowing  as 
they  went ;  and  turned  not  afide,  either  to  the  right  hand  or  the  left.  And  the 
lords  of  the  Philiftines  followed  them  as  far  as  the  confines  of  Beth-fhemefh. 

The  Beth-fhemefites  were  then  reaping  their  wheat-harveft  in  the  vale ;  when,  13 
railing  their  eyes,  they  faw  the  ark,  and  rejoiced  on  feeing  it.  And  the  cart  came  14 
into  the  field  of  Jofhuah,  a  Beth-fliemefite,  and  there  halted  ;  where  there  was  a 
great  ftone.  There  they  fplitted  the  wood  of  the  cart,  and  offered  the  cows  an 
holocauft  to  the  Lord;  after  the  Levites  had  taken  down  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  15 
and  the  coffer  that  was  with  it  containing  the  golden  things,  and  placed  them  on 
the  great  ftone.  '  And  the  men  of  Beth-fhemefh,  that  day,  offered  holocaufts,  and 
flaughtered  other  victims,  to  the  Lord  i  when  the  five  lords  of  the  Philiftines  had  feen  16 
* vbat  happened^  they  returned,  that  fame  day,  to  Ekron. — Such  were  the  golden  piles,  ij 
which  the  Philiftines  returned,  as  a  guilt-offering  to  the  Lord  ;  one  forAfhdod,  one 
for  Gaza,  one  for  Aihkelon,  one  for  Gath,  and  one  for  Ekron  ;  with  golden  mice  18 
according  to  the  number  of  all  the  Philiftine  cities,  of  the  five  lords;  whether  fenced 
towns  or  open  villages,  as  far  as  the  great  fttme ;  on  which  the  ark  of  the  Lord  was 
depofed  ( and  which  remeumth  unto  this  day),  in  the  field  of  Jofhuah  a  Beth-fhemefite. 

t  Bur  the  Lord  was  difpleafed  with  the  men  of  Beth~Jheme/hy  hecaufe  they  looked  19 
into  the  ark;  |  and  he  fmote  of  the  men  of  Beth-fhemefh,  for  having  looked  into  the 
ark  of  the  Lord,  |J  feventy  principal  men  of  the  people.  And  the  people  lamented, 
hecaufe  the  Lord  had  fmitten  them  with  fo  great  a  flaughter.  And  the  men  of  ao 
Beth-fhemefh  faid :  “  Who  can  ftand  in  the  prefence  of  this  holy  God,  the  Lord  ? 

“  And  to  whom  fhall  he  go  from  us  V9  They  then  fent  meffengers  to  the  inha-  ai 
bitants  of  Kirjath-jearim,  faying:  “  The  Philiftines  have  brought  back  the  ark  of 
“  the  Lord  ;  come  ye,  and  fetch  it  to  you.”  The  men  of  Kiijath-jearira  came,  i 
and  fetched  away  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  brought  it  into  the  houfe  of  Amina- 
dab,  j-  which  was  |  on  a  hill  $  and  his  ion,  EJeazar,  they  hallowed,  to  guard  the 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

Y.  19;  + This  addition,  in  italics,  is  partly  to  be  traced  in  sip,;  and  feems,  in  fame  fort,  neceflary  for  the  con¬ 
nection.  The  whole  vetfe  is  fcmewhat  differently  arranged  from  the  prefent  TEXT  of  the  original;  but 
the  meaning  u  ftriftiy  adhered  to.  See  c.  a.  lb.  Q  So  Jofephus,  Mid  3  mss.  The  prefent  text,  with 
brp.  and  vtJLG.  hur  the  enormous  number  of  50,070.  syr.  and  arah.  5070.  See  c.  R- — CH,  VII.  v,  1. 

+***»  chald.  syr.  arab.  and  above  30  MSS. 

IIILIIATOIT  IOTI. 

V.  18.  jftfitr  at  the  great y  one,  i,  e,  to  the  rtrj  cunfinca  crer,  ci«  the  fen  tenet  another  turn;  and  lender,  atul,  of 
of  the  PluhfuMM*  coDDliy.  Michatli#  and  Dathr,  how-  tbit,  the  uJUmony  it  that  great  float,  on  whkh,  &C.  See  c.  a. 
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Rtfctitaact  trf  ibt  IfraeFUi.  X  SAMUEL*  VII. 

a  art  of  the  Lord. — Now  the  days,  that  the  ark  f  of  the  Lori*}  remained  at  Klr- 
jath-jearim,  were  prolonged :  they  were  twenty  years. 

§  6.  The  Ifraelites  repent^  and profper^  under  the  Admimfiration  of  Samuel* 

3„  THE  whole  houfe  of  Ifraei  now  fighed  after  the- Lord:  and  to  the  whole 
houfe  of  Ifraei  Samuel  faid:  If  ye  return  to  the  Lord  with  your  whble  heart, 
M  and  pnt  away  ft  range  gods  and  goddeffes  from  among  you;  and  convert  your 
a  hearts  to  the  Lord,  and  worfhip  him  only,  he  will  refeue  you  from  the  hands 

4  "  of  the  Philiftines.” — The  children  of  Ifraei,  on  this,  put  away  Baal  and  Aftitaroth, 

5  and  worlhipped  the  Lord  only.  Samuel  then  faid :  “  Convoke  all  the  Israelites  to 

6  “  Mizpha ;  and  I  will  pray  to  the  Lor  d  for  you.1*  So  they  affembled  at  Mizpha ; 
where  they  drew  water,  and  poured  it  out  before  the  Lord  ;  and  failed  that  day, 
and  faid ;  il  We  have  finned  againft  the  Lord.**  And  Samuel  judged  the  children 
of  Ifraei  at  Mizpha. 

7  But  when  the  Philiftines  heard  that  the  children  of  Ifraei  were  affembled  at 
Mizpha,  the  lords  of  the  Philiftines  went  out  againft  the  Ifraelites;  which  when 

8  the  children  of  Ifraei  learned,  they  were  afraid  of  the  Philiftines.  And  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifraei  faid  to  Samuel :  “  Ceafenot  to  invoke,  for  Us,  the  Lord,  |[  our  God  ; 

9  “  that  he  may  fave  us  from  the  hands  of  the  Philiftines.”  Then  Saiftuel  took  a 
fucking  lamb,  and  offered  it  .an  holocauft  to  the  Lord.  And  Samuel  invoked  the 

10  Lord  for  Ifraei ;  and  the  Lord  heard  him.  Fpr  while  Samuel  was  offerings  the 
holocauft,  and  the  Philiftines  were  approaching  to  fight  with  the  Ifraelites,  the 
Lord,  that  day,  thundered  fo  dreadfully  upon  the  Philiftines,  and  fa  terrified 

11  them,  that  they  fell  before  the  Ifraelites.  Tor  the  men  of  Ifraei,  coming  out  from 
Mizpha,  purfued  the  Philiftines,  and  fmote  them,  as  far  as  below  ||  Beth-char. — - 

ia  And  Samuel  took  a  done,  and  placed  it  between  Mizpha  and  |  Efhean,  and  called 
its  name  Eben-ezer  [the  belp-Jtone'\y  faying:  “  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  us.” 

13  .  The  Philiftines  were  now  fo  much  humbled,  that  they  ceafed  to  infeft  the  terri¬ 

tories  of  Ifraei:  for  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  againft  the  Philiftines,  all  the  days 

14  of  Samuel :  and  the  cities,  which  the  Philiftines  had  taken  from  the  Ifraelites,  were 
reftored  to  Ifraei :  all  the  cities  from  Ekron  to  Gath,  and  their  confines,  the  Ifraei- 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  2.  f  arab.vulg.  and  I  Ms. — V.  8.  [j  thy,  sep.-~V.  ii.  |  Soheb.  sep.  and  vulg.  But  chaud,  hath  Beit- 
Jbaron ,  str.  and  arab.  Beih-jajban. — V.  12.  j|  Such  I  take  to  be  the  true  reading.  The  prefent  text,  with 
chald.  and  vuLG.has  $htn  or  Stan*  The  str.  and  arab.  Btih-jajbatt^  as  before  in  v.  it.  Comp.  Jo{h.  15. 

52  i  and  fee  c.  a. 

sir  lara  roar  hots. 

Ch.  tu.  Ter.  14.  From  Firm  to  Galb,  j,  t.  all  the  towna  that  lay  along  the  confines  of  thofe  two  cities.  See  the  map*, 

and  c.  m* 
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The  People  demand  a  Ktag.  I  S  A  M  U  £  L.  VIII*  .  Expcjluiailv*  of  SamueL 

ites  recovered  from  the  Philiftines :  for,  between  Ifrael  and  the  Amorites  there  was 
peace. 

Samuel  judged  Ifrael  all  the  reft  of  his  life.  He  went,  yearly,  in  circuit,  to 
Bethel,  and  Gilgal,  and  Mizpha ;  and,  in  thofe  places,  judged  the  Israelites.  Thence  17 
he  returned  to  Rama,  where  his  houfe  was.  There  alfo  he  judged  Ifrael ;  and 
there  he  builded  an  altar  to  the  Loud, 

§  7.  The  Ifraelites  will  have  a  King :  and  Saul  is  chfen,  &c. 

WHEN  Samuel  became  old,  he  made  his  fons  judges  over  Ifrael.  The  name  l 
of  his  firft-born  was  Joel,  and  the  name  of  thuYecond  was  Abiah.  They  were 
judges,  j*  she  one  at  Bethel,  and  the  other  |  at  Beeriheba.  But  his  fons  walked  not  in  3 
h  is  ways:  they  were  inclined  to  avarice,  took  bribes,  and  perverted  juftlce.  The  4 
elders  of  Ifrael,  therefore,  aflembjed,  and  came  untp  Rama,  to  Samuel  j  and  faid  to  5 
him  :  44  Lo !  thou-art  old ;  and  thy  fons  walk  not  in  thy  ways :  give  us,  now,  a 
“  king  to  judge  us  ;  like  ail  other  nations.”  But  on  their  faying :  44  Give  us  a  king  6 
44  to  judge  us;”  the  requeft  difpleafed  Samuel  :  and  Samuel  prayed  to  the  Lord. 
And  the  Lord  faid  to  Samuel :  “  Liften  to  the  voice  of  the  people,  in  all  that  they  7 
44  have- faid  to  thee:  for  thee  they  have  not  rejetfted,  but  Mfcthey  have  reje&ed, 

44  from  reigning  over  them;  according  to  all  the  deeds  which  they  have  done,  *  8 

w  from  the  day  that  I  brought  them  out  of  f  the  land  of  j  Egypt  unto  this  day,  by 
“  forfaking  me,  and  worihipping  other  gods?  fo  do  they  now  to  thee.  Liften,  then,  9 
41  now  to  their  voice :  but  make  to  them  a  foleran  proteft  j  and  let  them  know,  on 
44  what  terms  a  king  will  reign  over  them^-To  the  people  then,  who  requefted  10 
a  king  of  him,  Samuel  told  all  the  words  of  the  Lord  j  and  faid  1  44  Thefe  are  the  11 
“  terms,  on  which  a  king  will  reign  over  you.  Your  fons  he  will  take,  and  make 
44  his  charioteers,  and  his  horfemen;  and  runners  before  his  chariots.  He  will  12 
44  make  of  them  captains  over  thoufands,  j*  captains  over  hundreds,  |  captains  over 
u  fifties,  and.  captains  over  tens,  j  He  will  take  of  them  to  till  his  grounds,  and  reap 
44  his  harvefts;  to  make  his  weapons  of  war,  and  the  furniture  of  his  thariots, 

44  Your  daughters  he  will  take  to  be  ointment-makers,  cooks,  and  bakers.  The  beft  ; ' 
44  of  your  fields,  vine-yards,  and  olive-yards,  he  will  take,  and  give  to  Ms  fervants. 

44  Your  grain  and  your  vine-yards  he  will  tithe,  and  give  to  his  officers  and  fer-  15 
44  vants.  The  choice!!  and  beft  of  your  men-fervants,  and  of  your  maid- fervants,  16 

VARIOUS  READING  3. 

CH.  vm.  v.  a.  fThis  addition  u  only  in  josethus:  yet  I  am  convinced  it  is  the  original  reading* — -V.  8.  *  t& 

*RF.  Ib.  f  STft.  ARAB,  and  2  H8S.— -V .  12.  f  'sEP.  BYR,  ARAB.  VULG.  See  C-  R.  It.  f  SYR.  ARAB. 

IXPLANATOUf  HOTS. 

V.  li.Forbtt-w'tn  Ifntd  and  the  Amoritei  there  woe  peace,  IfraeKtea  did  not  or  could  not  expel.  See  Jud.  I.  i8»  iy; 
Many  Amoritca  dill  remained  in  thole  town* ;  whom  the  and  3.  yt  6, 
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They  kfifi,  and Ma  I  SAMUEL*  IX.  their  Demand.  ■  Origin  of  Saul* 

“  of  fyour  cattle  and  of  |  your  affes,  he.  will  take  add  put  to  to  own  work, 

\l  “  Your  very  flocks  he  will  tithe :  and  his  feryanta  ye  fliaft  be.  And  when,  in  thofe 
“  days,  ye  complain  aloud,  on  account  of  that  king  of .  yours,  whom  yoiirfelves 

19  tt  have  chofen,  the  Lord  will  not  liften  to  . you,  in  thofe  days.** .  Nevertbelefs,  the 
people  would  not  liften  to  the  voice  of  Samuel ;  but  laid :  “  Nay,  let  us  have  a 

20  “  king  over  us;  that  we,  too,  may  be  like  all  other  nations ;  and  that  our  king  may 

21  f<  judge  us,'  and  go  out  before  us  and  fight  our  battles.* — When  Samuel  had  heard 

22  all  thefe  words  of  the  people,  he  rehearfed  them  in  the  ears  of  the  Lord.  And 
the  Lord  faid  to  Samuel :  “  Liften  to  their  voice,  and  grant  them  a  king.”  Then 
Samuel  faid  to  the  men  of  Ifrael :  “  Go  ye,  at  prefent^  every  main  unto  his  own  city." 

1  Now,  there  was  a  man  of  Benjamin,  by  name  KUh  ;  the  fon  of  Abiel,  the  fon 
of  Zeror,  the  fon  of  Bechorath,  the  fon  of  Aphiah,  a  Benjaminite  of  great  wealth. 

z  He  had  a  foo,  whofe  name  was  Saul,  a  fppcioua,  goodly  youth :  among  the- chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael,  there  was  not  a  man  fo  goodly  as  he  :  from  his  ihoulders,  upward, 

3  he  was  taller  than  any  of  the  people. — Now  the  affes  of  Kifli,  Saul’s  father,  had 
ftrayed :  and  Kifli  faid  to  his  fon  Saul :  w  Take  with  thee  one  of  the  young  men, 
“  and  fet  out  in  quell  of  the  alfes.”— So  Saul,  taking  with  him  one  of  the  young 

4  men,  went  in  quell  of  his  father’s' afles |.  ||  They  palled  through  Mount  Ephraim, 
and  through  the  land  of  ShaHlha ;  but  they  fouhd  not  the  affes*  ||  They  next  palled 
through  the  land  of  Shalim,  hut  the  affes  were  not  there.  ||  They  then  pafled  through 

5  the  land  of  Benjamin,  but  without  finding  the  ajfes.  They  were  now  come  to  the 
land  of  Zuph,  when  Saul  faid  to  the  yOung  man  who  was  with  him :  “  Come  !  let 
u  us  return;  left  my  father,  ceafing  to  think  of  the  affes,  be  anxidUs  about  us.” 

6  f  The  young  man  |  anfwered :  “  Lo  !  in  that  city,  there  is  a  man  of  God,  a  re- 
u  fpe&able  man  :  all  that  he  predi&eth,  is  fure  to  happen:  let  us  now  go  thither;  It 

7  “  may  be,  that  he  will  tell  us,  what  way  we  Ihould  take.”  **  But  (faid  Saul  to  his 
“  young  man)  fuppofe  we  go,  what  have  we  to  prefent  to  the  irfan  ?  The  victuals, 
“  that  were  in  our  bags,  are  fpent;  and  we  have  no  other  prefent  to  offer  the  man : 

8  “  what  have  we  ?”  The  young  man  replied  to  Saul  j  and  laid  :  M  Lo  l  in  my  pof- 
“  feflion,  there  is  a  quarter- fhekel  of  filver:  that  ||  let  us  j  give  to  the  man  of  God,  for 

9  “  (hewing  us  our  way.” — Formerly,  when  any  man,  in  Ifrael,  went  to  confult 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  16.  f  sep.  arab.  CH.  IX.  v.  3.  f  syb.  arab — V.  *4.  [)  So  sep.  and  vulg,  The  rest,  he *  Ib.  II  So 
sep.  vclg.  and  one  corre&ed  us.  The  rest,  he.  Ib.  (I  So  sep.  vulg.  and  the  printed  text  :  but  4  mss. 
With  CBALD.  SYR.  ARAB,  have  he.—^V.  6-  t  8EP.  AYR.  ARAB.— V,  8.  1  So  CHALD.  SYR.  ARAB.  VULG.  The 
prefent  text  has,  J  mitt ;  and  S£P.  thou  JhaJt .  See  c.  R. 

IXPLAHATOAT  NOTES. 

Ch.  ix.Ter.  I.  No  part  of  this  genealogy  appears  in  Ib.  A  Bayamitute  of  great  wealth,  or,  perhaps,  of ghat 

Chronicles,  c.  8.  The  Greet  verfion  has  for  the  three  valour*  This,  I  think,  relates  to  dpbiab,  not  to  K*Jh. 

laft  names,  Jared  (or  Arcd)x  Bachtr  and  jtphei*  See  c.  tt» 

59  la  God, 


Said,  going  to  confab  I  S  A.  ,M  XJ  E  L»  IX*  Simatl  alma  Us  Father1/ 

God,  he  faid  thus ;  “l  Come !  let  us  go  to  the  Seer for  a  prophet  now,  was  for¬ 
merly  called  a  feer, — Saul,  then,  laid  to  his  young  man  :•**  Thy  propofal  is  good:  10 
M  come !  let  u$  go,”  So  they  went  into  the  city,  where  lived  the  man  of  God*  As  11 
they  were  going  up  hill  to  the  city,  they  met  young  women  going  out  to  draw 
water;  to  whom  they  faid  :  “  Is  the  Seer  in  this  place  ?  f  The  young  women  |  an-  12 
fwered,  and  (aid  :  “  Lo  !  there  he  is,  before  you :  make  hafte,  then  ;  for  he  is  now 
u  come  to  the  city,  becaufe,  to-day,  there  is  a  public  facrifice  in  the  high  place.  On  13 
K  your  going  into  the  city  ye  will  certainly  meet  him,  before  he  be  gone  up  to  the 
“  high  place  to  eat :  for  the  people  eat  not  until  he  come ;  becaufe  it  is  he  who 
w  blefleth  the  facrifice  :  after  which,  eat  the  invited.  Go  up  then,  immediately  5  for 
“  about  this  time  of  the  day  Will  ye  meet  him.1’  They  went  up  to  the  city  ;  and  14 
when  they  were  come  into  the  city,  lo  1  Samuel  met  them,  in  going  up  to  the  high 
place. — Now  the  Lord  had,  the  day  before  Saul  came,  whifpered  in  the  ear  of  15 
Samud,  faying :  w  To-morrow,  about  this  time,  I  will  fend  to  thee  a  man  from  the  16 
M  land  of  Benjamin ;  whom  thou  {halt  anoint  chief  over  my  people  Ifrae! ;  and  who 
44  Ihall  fave  my  people  from  .the  hands  of  the  Philiftines:  for  I  have  feen  f  the 
u  affliction  of  |  my  people ;  fince  their  cries  have  reached  me.**  So  when  Samuel  17 
jvjl  faw  Saul,  the  Lord  faid  to  him :  u  Behold  the  man,  of  whom  I  faid  to  thee: 
u  Such  a  one  ihall  have  dominion  over  my  people.*’* 

Saul  now  accofted  Samuel,  (|  in  the  middle  of  the  city,  j  arid  faid:  “  Tell  me,  18 
“  I  pray  thee,  where  is  the  feer’shoufe  ?”  Samuel  anfwered  Saul,  and  faid:  ‘fflam  19 
w  the  feer :  go  up  with  me  unto  the  high  place ;  for  to-day  ye  mu  ft  eat  with  me : 

“  and  tomorrow,  when  I  have  told  thee  all  that  thou  defireft,  I  will  let  thee  go.- 
u  As  for  thine  aifes,  that  were  loft  three  days  ago,  fet  not  thy  mind  on  them  ;  for  20 
u  they  are  found :  befides,  for  whom  is  every  defirable  thing  in  Ifrael  but  for  thee 
and  for  thy  whole  father’s  houfe ?w  Saul  anfwered,  and  laid:  u  Am  not  I  a  Ben-  21 
**  jaminite,  of  the  fmalleft  of  the  tribes  of  IfraeU  and  is  not  my  family  the  leaft 
4t  of  all  the  families  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  ?  why,  then,  to  me  talkeft  thou  in 
M  this  manner  However,  Samuel  took  Saul  and  his  young  man,  and  ,  brought  22 
them  into  a  <£w^-chamber,  and  placed  them  at  the  head  of  the  invited,  who  were 
about  ||  thirty  perfons.  Samuel  then  faid  to  the  cook:  u  Bring  the  portion  which  23 
“  I  defired  .thee  to  fet  apart,  by  thee,  4*  when  I  told  tbeey  that  I  had  invited  the  24 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  1 2.  f  SEP.— V.  16.  f  sep.  CHALD.  ARAB  See  c.  r.— V.  1 8.  0  So  sep.  and  i  ms.  and  fo  requires  the  context. 
The  rest  have,  in  ibe  middle  of  the  gait.  See  c.  R. — V .  22.  fl  /evenly,  sep.  and  josephus.  See  c.  R.— V,  24.  4- 
Tranfpofcd  from  the  end  of  the  verfe.  See  c.  r. 

BirUHATOlY  KOTB. 

V.  33.  Wheal  tobi  thee*  &c.  Tbefe  words,  in  the  them;  and,  indeed,  they  haw  ftrangely  puzzled  interpreters, 
prerent  text,  are  at  the  end  of  the  «rfe  j  bat  unlefe  they  be  See  c.  a. 
tranfpofcd,  and  addreffed  to  tbe  cook,  I  fee  no  meaning  ia 

60  w  people  ;** 


hfidffth  is  an&nteJ,  b?  I  SAM  U  E  X**  X,  him,  Kang  vmrrfjratl,  {&c\ 

"people;**  (  and  the  cook  brought  up  the  haunch,  with  its  gartttlh,  and  fet  it 
before  Saul ;  when  f  Samuel  faid  f  to  Saul :  |  41  See  what  hath  been  referred  for 
w  thee,  placed  before  thee :  eatj  for  it  has  been  purpofely  kept  for  thee/*  So  Saul, 
on  that  day,  ate  with  Samuel. 

25  They  then  came  down  frgm  the  high  place  into  the  city,  ||  when  Samuel  com¬ 
muned  with  Saul  in  the  roof-reww  of  the  houfe :  |  f  for,  in  the  roof-razra  a  bed  had 

26  been  made  for  Saul,  wherein  he  flept  J  But,  early  in  the  rooming,  Samuel 
called  to  Saul,  in  the  roof-room  of  the  houfe,  laying :  44  A  rife,  that  I  may  difmifs 

27  "thee.”  So  Saul  arofe ;  and  both  he  and  Samuel  went  out,  abroad.  When 
they  were  come  to  the  end  of  the  city,  Samuel  faid  to  Saul ;  "  Sid  thy  young 
44  man  pafs  on  before  us ||  (he  paffed  on)  |  44  but  ftop,  thou,  awhile,  that  I  may  tell 

1  44  thee  the  refolve  of  God.**  Then  Samuel,  taking  a  rial  of  oil,  poured  it  out  upon, 

his  head,  and  embraced  him,  and  faid:  *  44  It  is  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  anointed  thee 
44  chief  over  hi$  inheritance,  f  over  his  people,  Ifrael:  for  thou  {halt  have  dominion 
44  over  the  Lord’s  people,  and  {halt  fave  them  from  the  hands  of  their  enemies, 
“  that  are  around  them.  Now,  that  the  Lord  hath  anointed  thee  chief  over  his 
a  44  inheritance,  this  {hall  be  to  thee  a  token :  |  When,  to-day,  thou  {halt  have  de- 
44  parted  from  me,  thou  wilt  meet,  at  Zelzah,  by  Rahel’s  fepulchre,  on  the  bor- 
44  der  of  Benjamin,  two  men;  who  will  fay  to  thee:  4  The  affes,  which  thou 
44  wenteft  to  feek,  are  found:  and  lo  1  thy  father  hath  no  more  concern  about  the 

3  w  afles,  but  is  anxious  about  you,  faying ;  4  What  (hall  I  do  for  my  fon  ?* — Then, 
44  as  thou  goeft  thence,  fonvard,  and  {halt  be  come  to  the  turpentine-tree  of  Tha- 
44  bor,  thou  wilt  there  meet  three  men,  going  up  to  adore  God  at  Bethel;  one 
44  carrying  three  kids,  another  carrying  three- loaves  of  bread,  and  another  carrying 

4  44  a  (kin  of  wine.  Thefe  will  falute  thee,  and  will  offer  thee  two  loaves  of  bread, 

5  44  which  thou  ihalt  accept  of  from  their  hands.  After  that,  thou  wilt  come  to 
44  GoDVhill ;  where  there  is  a  ftation  of  Philiftines;  and,  immediately  on  thy 
44  coming  into  that  city,  thou  wilt  meet  a  company  of  prophets,  defcendtng  from 
44  the  high  place, preceded  by  pfalteries,  tabors,  pipes,  and  harps;  and  themfelves 

6  44  prophetizing;  when,  feized  with  divine  rapture,  thou  wilt  prophetize  with  them, 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  24.  t  SEP.  vtTLG-  lb.  +  Some  copies  of  sep.— V.  25.  ft  Wanting  in  sep,  lb.  f  sep.'  vclc.  Sec  c.  iu 
—V.  27.  il  Wanting  in  sep.  str.  Arab.  yulg.  and  may  be  an  interpolation.  But  fee  c«  &«  CH.  X. 

V.  t.  *  U  him,  SEP  8TR.  Ib.  t  SEP.  and  partly  Arab,  and  vulg.  See  c,  r. 

EXPUHiTOn  HOTEI. 

V.  26.  In  tht  roof-room.  The  roofs  in  Judea  were  Tt  was  the  rcfidence  of  holy  men  *  called  afterward.  PrtrpKdi. 
flat ;  with  a  parapet  round  them.  To  he  lodged  there  wai  Yet  the  words  may  denote  any  £igh  eminence.  The  place 
corfidcred  an  honour.  In  fine  weather,  it  was  not  luniiual  here  mentioned  is  fUppdfcd  to  ‘  Save  been  Kirjatbjairmt 
to  fleep  in  the  open  air:  but  the  place  might  occafionally  But  the  Arabic  tranflator  took  it  to  be  Kama.  See  c.  a. 
be  covered  with  a  tent.  Ibid,  Prophetizing  t  Le.  Urteiag  C»cred  hymns,  pro- 

Ch.  x.  «tr,  5.  GooV-Wf.*  So  called,  probably,  tecaufe  bably  extemporary  ones.  See  q.  a. 

6l 


44  and 


Saul  frophttixetb.  The.  I  S  A  M  U  E  L*  X.  P topic  efjcmhle  at  Mlnpla, 

“  and  be  changed  iqto  another  man.  When  f  all  thefe  tokens  have  happened  7 
to  thee,  do  thou  as  thou  fhalt  find  it  convenient ;  for  |j  God  is  with  thee.  But  8 
u  thou  mull  be,  before  me,  at  Gilgal  j  when,  lo!  I  will  come  to  thee,  to  offer 
“  holocausts,  and  euchariftic  facrifices;  feven  days  (halt  thou  wait,  until  I  come 
u  and  tell  thee  what  thou  muft  do/* 

No  fooner  had  he  turned  his  back  to  go  from  Samuel,  than  God  gave  him  a  new  q 
heart :  and  all  thofe  tokens  came  to  pafs  that  day.  For  when,  thence,  |j  he  10 
came  to  the  hill  of  God  ;  to  !  a  company  of  prophets  mfet  him  j  when*  a  divine 
rapture  feizing  him,  he  prophetized  among  them:  fo  that  thofe,  who  knew  him  u 
formerly,  when  they  faw  him  prophetizing  among  the  prophets,  faid  one  to  an¬ 
other;  “  What  is  this  that  hath  happened  to  the  fon  of  KHh?  Is  Saul,  too,  among 
w  the  prophets?’*  Yet,  who  (faid  another)  is  ||  his  father  ?  f  Is  it  not  Kilh  ?”  | —  12 
Hence  arofe  the  proverb  : "  Saul,  too,  among  the  prophets  T^—When  he  Had  13 
done  prophetizing,  he  went  to  the  high  place;  where  his  uncle  faid  to  him  and  to  14 
his  young* man :  "  Whither  went  ye?”  Saul  anfwered ;  u  In  queft  of  the  affes ; 

“  which  when  We  no  where  could  fee,  we  came  to  Samuel”  "  Tell  me,  I  pray  15 
4<  thee  (faid  Saul's  uncle),  what  Samuel  faid  to  you.”  Saul  anfwered  his  uncle:  16 
"  He  plainly  told  us,  that  the  ailes  were  found but  what  Samuel  had  faid  to  him 
about  kioglhip,  he  told  him  not, 

Samuel,  now,  having  .called  together  the  people  to  Mizpha,  before  the  Lord,  17 
faid  to  the  children  of  IGrael:  w  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael:  *1  18 
u  brought )t  the  IfraeUtes  |  out  cf  f  the  land  of  |  Egypt;  and  refeued  you  from  the 
“  hands  of  ||  Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt,  |  and  from  the  hands  of  all  thofe  kings  who 
“  oppreffed  you :  yet  have  ye,  now,  rejected  your  God  5  who  alone  hath  faved  19 
“  you  in  all  your  adverfities  and  tribvdatlons  ;  and  have  faid :  ||  *  Nay  !  fet  a  king 
w  over  us/ — Now*  therefore,  prefent  yourfelves  before  the  Lord,  by  your 
“  tribes,  ^nd  by  your  families.”  Samuel  having  made  all  the  ||  tribes  of  Ifrael  20 
approach/  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  was  /fl/-taken :  and,  on  his  making  the  tribe  of  21 
Benjamin  approach;  by  their  families,  the  family  of  Matri  was  ^Maken;  and,  f  on 
his  making  the  family  of  Matri  approach,  man  by  man,  |  Saul  the  fon  of  KHh  was 

VAVIODS  KEiOUIGI.  , 

V.  7.  t  VUZC.  and  4  mss.  Ib.  |  tit  Lord,  chald.  vulg.—V/io.  ft  So  sep.  str.  abar.  with  2  mss.  The 
east,  they,  See  c.  e. — V.  ji.  J|  So  sep.  sm,  arab.  The  best,  their *  lb-  f  Some  copies  of  sep.  See  c.  r. 
vnd  the  note  below — V.  18.  H  yo*,  f  mss.  See  c.,R.  Ib.  f  str.  arab.  and  1  ms.  Ib.  fl  So  sep.  The 
iuest,  the  Egyptian*)  except  snu  and  aeab.  which  hare  the  PhilifUnes.—??,  19.  U  So  sep-  syr.  vulg.  and  38 
mss.  The  prelcnt  text,  to  him*  Three  mss.  and  chaeo.  have  both  readings  :  4  m *s,  have  to  me :  and  7 
have,  to  me :  *  nay’-~ V.  2g.  elders  y  4  mss.  See  C-  R-— ;V.  21.  f  SBp, 

tlPLAV  ATOAY  MOTS  6.  , 

V.  It.  Yd  v>bo  (find another)  «  Air  father,  Bfcc.  They  perfulded,  were  originally  in  the  Hebrew.  See  c.  a. 
wondered  bow  a  man  who  was  not  th c  fim  of  t i  prophet,  could  V.  13,  To  the  high  place,  I  ibfpe&  the  original  reading 

fo  fnddenly  prophetize.  The  prefent  text  hae,  but  who  is  -  was,  to  Rama  ;  though  Saul  might  return  with  the  prophets 
their  father  f  without  the  additional  words,  which  are  only  to  the  Hill  of  God?  and  there  accidentally  meet  his  ancle, 
in  tone  copies  of  the  Greek  verfion ;  but  which,  I  am 

6i  &Maken, 


nolert  Saul  h  chofen  King  by  I  SAMUEL.  XI.  Lot,  War  with  the  Awmtftuta* 

a 2  /<?Maken.  But,  when  they  fought  him,  he  tould  not  be  fbtmd therefore,  (|  they 
further  enquired  of  the  Lord,  if  the  man  fhould  yet  come  thither :  and  the  Lord 

13  anfwered:  “Lol  he  is  concealed  among  the  baggage.’1  ||  They  then  ran,  .and 
brought  him  thence  ;  |  and,  when  he  flood  up  |j  among  the  people,  he  was  tatter 

24  than  any  of  the  people  from  his  fhoulders  upward.  Then  to  all  the  people  Samud 
faid:  M  See  ye  that,  among  all  the  people^  there  is  none  like  him  whom  the  Lord 
“hath  chofen and  all  the  people  fhouted,  and  faid:  41  Long  live  the  king!” 

25  And  Samuel  told  all  the  people  the  rights  of  royalty,  and  wrote  them  iti  a  book, 
which  he  depofited  before  the  Lord.  Samuel,  then,  difmiffed  all  the  people, 

26  every  man  to  his  own  home.  Saul  alfo  went  home  to  Gibea,  accompanied  by  a 

27  band  of  men,  whofe  hearts  God  had  touched.  But  fome  lawlefe  perfons  faid: 
“  How  can  that  man  fave  us?”  So  they  defpifed  him,  and  brought  him  no  pre- 
fents ;  but  he  feemed  not  to  heed  them. 

§  8.  Saul  repelUib  the  Ammnites ;  and  is  confirmed  in  bis  Kingfilp . 

1  ABOUT  a  month  after  this,  Nahafh,'  the  Ammonite  king,  came  and  befieged 
Jabefh-Gilead :  arid  all  the  men  of  Jabefh  faid  to  Nahalh ;  “  Make  thou  a  covenant 

2  “  with  11s,  and.  we  will  ferve  thee!”  Nahalh,  the  Ammonite,  anfwered  them 
w  On  this  condition  will  I  make  a  covenant  with  you  ;  that  I  thruft  out  all  your 

3  “  right  eyes ;  and1  thereby  throw  a  reproach  on  all  Ifrael.”  *  The  elders  of  Jabefh, 
(aid  to  him :  “  Grant  us  a  refpite  of  feven  days,  that  we  may  fend  meflengers  unto 
“  all  the  diflr ids  of  Ifrael;  and  then,  if  there  be  none  to  fave  us,  we  will  deliver 

4  “  ourfelves  up  to  thee.” — When  the  meffengers  came  to  Gibea,  the  rejidtnee  of  Saul, 
and  told  thofe  tidings,  in  the  hearing  of  the  people,  all  the  people  raifed  their  voices 

5  and  wept.  Saul,  at  that  inflant,  came,  following  his  oxen,  from  the  fields  j  and 
faid :  u  What  maketh  the  people  weep  ?”  and  they  told  him  the  tidings  of  the'tnen 

6  of  Jabefh,  Gn  this,  a  divine  impulfe  coming  upon  Saul,,  he  burned  with  indig- 

7  nation  :  and  taking  both  the  oxen,  he  hewed  them  in  pieces,  and  fent  th'efe,  by 
meffengers,  throughout  all  the  diftri&s  of  Ifrael  j  faying :  M  Whofbever  cometh  not 
“  forth  after  Saul  and  after  Samuel,  to  his  oxen  it  fhall  fo  be  done.”  On  this,  fo 

8  great  an  awe  feized  the  people,  that  they  came  forth  with  one  accord :  and,  on 
their  being  muttered,  at  Bezek,  the  children  of  Ifrael  were  J|  three  hundred  thoufand, 

9  and  the  men  of  Judah  ||  thirty  thoufand, — Thefe  faid  to  the  meffengers  who  had 
com c/rcm  JabefiP  “  Thus  (hall  ye  fay  to  the  men  of  Jabefh-Gilead  i  ‘  To-morrow, 

VARIOUS  READINGS- 

V.  22.  g  Samuel,  sep.  SYR.  arad. — V.  23.  ||  be  (1.  e.  Samuel}  sep.  See  c.  R.  Ib.  R  And  be  made  ban fiand  up, 
SEP.— CH.  XI,  v.  8.  [)_£*,  SEP.  JOSEPHUS  has  700,900.  Ib.  II  feventy,  SEP.jaiid  JOSEPH. 

IXrLAllTOU  ROTS. 

Cb.  xi.  v.  9.  Tomorrow,  by  noon  ;  lit.  when  the fan  is  hoi ;  which  in  v.  1 1.  ia  called  the  beat  of  the  day  ;  a  common  phyafc 

among  the  people  of  all  nations,  for  add- day* 

63  “  by 


Tbt  AmaaatUt  dcfeoUd  j  gad  1  S  A  M  U  E  L»  XII*  SauPt  MLt&on  confrmtd 

“  by  noon,  ye  {haU  have  fuccour.”  When  the  meflengers  came  'and  told  this  to 
the  men  of  Jabefh-Gilead,  they  were  oveijoyed :  and  \  to  Nahaih,  the  Ammonite,  |  10 
the  men  of  Jabefli  laid :  “  To-morrow  we  will  give  ourfelves  up  to  you ;  and  thou 
M  mayeft  do  with  ub  whatever  fhall  feem  good  to  thee.”— But,  on  the  morrow,  n 
Saul  having  divided  the  people  into  three  bands ;  thefe,  at  the  morning  watch,  came 
into  the  Ammonite  camp,  and  flaughtered  the  Ammonites  until  noon:  and  thofe 
who  efcaped  were  fo  fcattered,  that  two  of  them  were  not  left  together.  The  peo*  12 
pie  then  faid  to  Samuel ;  “  Who  are  they,  who  faid  :  ||  ‘  Shall  Saul  |  reign  over  us  ?' 

€‘  Produce  the  men  ;  that  we  may  put  them  to  death.”  But  Saul  faid:  “  Let  no  13 
“  man  be  put  to  death,  to-day  :  fince,  to-day,  the  Lord  hath  wrought  falvation  in 
“  lira  el.” — To  the  people  Samuel  then  faid;  “  Come  1  let  us  go  to  Gilgal,  and  14 
“  there  renew  the  kingly  power.1’  So  all  the  people  went  to  Gilgal ;  and  there,  be-  15 
fore  the  Lord,  |j  made  Saul  king  a-tiew :  there  |f  they  |  immolated  f  holocaufts  and  | 
euchariftic  facrifices  before  the  Lord  >  and  there  j|  Saul  and  all  the  men  of  Ifrael 
rejoiced  exceedingly. 

On  this  oecapon,  Samuel  faidto  the  people :  “  Lo  !  I  have  acquiefced  in  all  that  1 
“  ye  have  demanded  of  me  ;  and  have  made  a  king  over  you :  and  lo  !  now  2 
“  that  king  is  your  conductor :  my  fons  are  alfo  with  you ;  for  I,  who  have  con- 
“  duded  you  from  my  youth  unto  this  day,  am  become  old  and  grey-headed. 

“  Here,  then,  I  am  :  anfwer  me,  hefore  the  Lord  and  his  anointed,  Whofe  ox  3 
“  have  I  taken  ?  or  whofe  afs  have  I  taken  ?  or  whom  have  I  defrauded  ?  f  or 
“  whom  have  I  opprefled  ?  or  from  whofe  hand  have  I  received  a  bribe,  wherewith 
“  to  . bljnd  mine  eyes  ? — Whatever  it  be,  I  will  reftore  it  to  you.”  They  anfwered:  4 
**  Thou  haft;neither  defrauded  nor  oppreffed  us ;  nor  from  the  hand  of  any  man 
“  haft  thon  accepted  aught”  “  The  Lord,  then  (laid  he  to  them),  is  this  day  $ 
“  witnefs ;  his  anointed  is  alfo  witnefs  againft  you,  that  ye  have  found  with  me 
“  nought  of  yours  ”  They  bid :  “He  [the  Lord]  is  witnefs.”  Again  Samuel  6 
laid  to  the  people:  “  The  Lord,  who  appointed  Mofea  and  Aaron,  and  brought 
“  your  forefathers  out  of  the  land  of- Egypt, ‘j*  is  witnefs.  [—Now,  therefore,  ftay  7 
“  frill,  that  I  may  reafon  with  you,  before  the  Lord.,  on.  all  the  beneficent  ads 
“  of  the  Lord,  which  he  hath  done  to  you  and  to  your  forefathers.  When  8 
M  Jacob*' had  gone  into  Egypt,  and  when  your  forefathers  cried  to  the  Lord, 

“  the  Lord  fent  Mofes  and  Aaron,  who  brought  your  forefathers  out  of  Egypt, 

“  and  fettled  them  in  this  place.  But,  on  their  forgetting  the  Lord,  their  God,  he  9 
**  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  Siferah,  captain  of  the  hoft  of  ■(*  Jabia  the  king  of  j 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  10.  f'SEF.  ARAB.  ScC  C.  R^— V.  12.  fl'Sdtt/  Jhail  f*}t,  «Rp.  CHALD.  ATR.  AVAR,  and  3  MSA.  Sec  C.  R. 
—V .  15;  l  Samuel  anointed,  sep*  Ib.  0  be,  sep.  but  fomc  copies  hare  they.  See  c.  r.  Ib.  f  srp.  but  wanting 
in  tome  copies.  Ib.  g  Samuel,  sep.  in  moft  copies.  CH.  XU.  v.  3.  \  Alt  the  w.  and  above  too  mss. 

—V.  6.  t  sbp. — V,  8.  +  A*d bis  fons,  sap.—' V.  9.  f  sep. 
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Appeal,  Expftulah&n,  and  X  S  A.  M  U  E  L.  XII .  Admonhicrt  to  the Prop}*. 

44  Ha2or;  and  into  the  hands  of  the  Philiftines  ;  and-  into  the  hands  of  the  king  of 

10  14  Moab ;  who,  all,  made  war  on  them  :  yeti  when  they  cried  to  the  LoRfr,  and 
u  faid :  4  We  have  finned,  in  that  we  have  forfaken  the  Lord,  and  have  worftup- 
“  ped  Baal  and  Alhtaroth  ;  but,  now,  deliver  us  out  of  the  hands  of  our.  enemies, 

1 1  44  and  we  will  worihip  thee the  Lord  feat  g  Debora  and  Barak,  and  Gideon,  and 
4<  Jephthah,  and  Samfon  ;  |  and  delivered  you  out  of  the  hands  of  your  enemies  on 

ia  “  every  fide?  and  ye  dwelled  fecurdy;  yet,  when  ye  faw  that  Nahafh,king  of  the 
“  Ammonites,  was  cpming  again  ft  you,  ye  faid  to  me :  4  Nay !  let  us  have  a  king:* 
when  your  king  was  the  Lord,  your  God.  Behold,  then,  that  king,  whom^ 

14  41  through  choice,  ye  defired:  lot  a  king  the  Lord  hath  fet  over  you.  If  ye  will 
“  revere  and  worihip  the  Lord,  and  liften  to  his  voice  \  and  rebel  no  more  againft 
44  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  ;  then  {hall  ye  §  live,  both  ye  and  the  king  who 

*5  “  reigneth  over  you  }  befide  the  Lord,  your  GoD.  But  if  ye  will  not  liften  tor 
44  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  and  will  rebel  againft  his  commandments,  then  fhall  the 

t6  “  hand  of  the  Lord  be  |  againft  both  you  and  your  king*  j  Attend  now,  and 
44  fee  the  great  wonder,  which  the  Lord  is  about  to  do,  before  your  eyes.  Is 

17  4t  not  this  the  wheat-harveft  feaion  ?  On  my  invoking  the  Lord,  he  will  fend 
44  thunder  and  rain  ?  that  ye  may  perceive  and  fee,  how  great  is  the  evil  which,  by 

18  “  demanding  a  king,  ye  have  done,  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord.’*  Samuel  then  in¬ 
voked  the  Lord  ;  and  the  Lord  fent,  that  day,  fuch  thunder  and  rain,  that  the 

19  whole  people  were  greatly  afraid  of  the  Lord  j  and  of  Samuel.  And  the  whole 
people  faid  to  Samuel ;  44  Pray,  for  thy  fervancs,  to  the  Lord,  thy  God  ;  .that  we 
44  may  not  die,  for  having,  to  all  our  other  fins,  added  the  evil  of  demanding  a 

20  44  king.”  But  Samuel  faid  to  the  people :  44  Fear  not,  although  ye  have  done  this 
14  evil;  only  turn  not  afide  from  following  the  Lord;  but  ferve  the  Lord  with 

21  44  your  whole  heart,  and  turn  not  afide  after  vain  idols,  which  can  neither  avail,  nor 

22  4£  deliver ;  for  -vain  are  they.  On  this  condition ,  the  Lord  will  not,  for  his  own 
44  great  name’s  fake,  abandon  his  people  j  fince  his  peculiar  people  he  hath  been 

23  44  pieafed  to  make  you.  As  for  me,  God  forbid,  that  I  fhould  fin  againft  the 
44  Lord,  by  ceafing  to  pray  for  you  !  I  will,  moreover,  teach  you  the  good  and 

24  44  right  way  :  onjy  fear  the  Lord,  and  faithfully  ferve  him  with  your  whole  heart, 

25  44  confidering  how  much  he  hath  done  for  you.  But  if  ye  will  ftill  do  evil  deeds, 
44  both  ye  and  your  king  fhall  perUh.” 

VARIOUS  READINC9. 

V.  1 1. 1!  So  SYR-  ami  arab-  The  prefent  text  and  vulg.  have  Jeritb-Baal,  and  Britan,  and  Jtphthah,  and 
Samuel.  CllALD.  has,  Gideon,  and  Samfon,  and  Jepbthah,  and  Samuel i  and  SEP.  has,  Jcrub-Baal ,  and 
Borah,  and  Jephthah ,  and  Samuel.  See  c.  R.— V.  1 4.  J|  So  chald.  only.  The  rest,  be.  See  c.  R. — 
V.  15.  J|  So  sup.  The  rest,  again/}  both  you  and  your  fathers}  which  interpreters  have  made  a  Ault  to  lender 
againft  you,  as  it  was  againft  your  fathers.  See  c.  EU 
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5>  9.  Saul  defeat  eth  the  Phiiiflines ,  Sec. 

I  SAUL  was  ,  .  *  .  years  old,  when  he  was  made  king,  and  he  reigned  over  1 
Ifrael  ...»  years,  j  And  Saul  felcfted  three  thoufand  Ifraelites :  two  thoufand  2 
were  with  himfelf  at  Michmafh  and  Mount-Bethel ;  and  one  thoufand  with  f  his 
fon|  Jonathan  at  Gibea  of  Benjamin:  the  reft  of  the  people  he  difmifled,  every 
man  to  his  own  home. 

Now,  Jonathan  having  fmitten  a  garrifon  of  the  Philiftineg,  that  was  at  3 
Gibea,  and  the  Philiftines  having  heard  of  it ;  Saul  made  the  trumpet  be  blown 
throughout  all  the  land,  u  that  thofe  (faid  he)  beyond  the  Jordan  may  hear*”  So  4 
When  all  the  Ifraelites  heard  jt  faid,  that  Saul  had  fmitten  a  garrifon  of  the  Philiftines, 
and  that,  therefore,  they  were  become  odious  to  the  Philiftines;  the  people  flocked 
together  to  Saul  at  Gilgal.  The  Philiftines  alfo  affembled,  to'  fight  againft  the  5 
Ifraelites,  with  ||  three  thoufand  chariots,  fix  thoufand  hortemen,  and  a  people  as 
numerous  as  the  fand  on  the  fea-fhore :  and  they  came  and  encamped  at  Michmafh, 
to  the  eaft  of  Beth-averi. 

When  the  men  of  Ifrael  faw  what  diftrefs  they  were  in,  from  the  approach  of  6 
the  PbW/Une  people,  they  hid  themfelves  in  caves,  and  in  thorn-thickets,  and  in 
rocks,  and  in  towers,  and  in  cifterns  ;  and  thofe  of  them,  who  dwelled  beyond  the  7 
Jordan,  repaired  it,  into  the  land  of  Gad  and  Gilead :  while  Saul  remained  at 
Gilgal ;  whither  all  the  people  followed  him,  trembling.  But  when  he  had  ftaid  8 
there  feven  days,  and  Samuel  came  not  to  Gilgal,  the  people  flipped  away  from 
him.  So  Saul  faid :  14  Bring  hither,  to  me,  the  holocauft,  and  the  euchariftic  9 
44  facrifice."  And  he  offered  the  holocauft.  But  juft  as  he  had  made  an  end  of  10 
offering  the  holocauft,  lot  Samuel  arrived:  and  Saul  went  out  to  meet  him,  for 
the  purpofe  of  faluring  him:  But  Samuel  faid:  *  What  haft  thou  done  Saul  u 
anfwered :  u  Becaufe  I  faw  that  the  people  were  flipping  away  from  me,  and  that 
44  thou  cameft  not  within  the  days  appointed,  and  that  the  Philiftines  had  afiembled 
44  at  Michmafh;  I  laid:  *  The  Philiftines  will  come  down  up6n  me,  to  Gilgal ;  u 
H  and  I  have  not  made  Application  to  the  Lord  :*  fo  I  ventured  to  offer  the 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

ch.  xrn.  v.  j.  wanting  in  sep.  See  c.  r. — V.  2.  f  m.  a  rad. — V.  5.  Q  So  syr.  arab.  ThepTefcnt  text, 
with  set.  VULG.  has  thirty.  The  numbers  in  Josephus  are  ftill  more  in  credible  j  namely,  30,000  chariots, 

60,000  horfe,  and  300,000  foot ! 

EXPLANATORY  moths. 

t  CbBM.'icr.  1.  The  years  of  Saul's  age,  at  the  time  of  V,  3.  A  garrifon,  I  have  ufed  the  word  for  want  of  a 
his  being  made  king,  as  well  as  the  yean  of  his  reigti,  have  better :  afofty  perhaps,  ts  the  proper  term  in  our  modern 
been  dropped  forochow  out  of  the  text,  nor  are.  they  to  be  military  language. 

found  in  the  andtntvtrfioM;  fave  that  one  Greek  reading  '  V.  6.  From  the  oppraachySc  c.  For  the  propriety  of 
has  thirty  year*  for  the  former  number.  See  c,  a.  this  rendering,  fee  c»r. 
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15  “  holocauft.”  Then  Samuel  faid  to  Saul;  “  Thou  haft  done  foolifhly;  in  not  ob* 
“  ferving  the  commandment  of  the  Loud,  thy  God,  with  which  he  charged  thee : 
lt  'which  hadft  thou  obferved ,  the  Lord  would  now  have  eftablilhed,  in  perpetuity, 

1+  “  thy  kingftup  over  Ifrael :  whereas,  now,  thy  kinglhip  {hall  not  continue :  the 
«  Lord  hath  fought  out  for  himfelf  a  man  to  his  own  mind  j  whom  he  hath  or- 
“  dained  to  be  chief  over  his  people ;  becaufe  thou  haft  not  obferved  what  the 

15  “  Lord  commanded  thee.”  On  this  ||  Samuel  arofe,  and  went  from  Gilgal. 

f  Bu  t  the  remainder  of  the  people  went  up  after  Saul  to  meet  the  enemy;  and  when 
they  came  from  Gilgal  j  to  Gibea  of  Benjamin,  Saul  muftered  the  people  with  him, 

16  and  found  them  to  be  about  fix  hundred  men.  Now  while  Saul  and  his  fon  Jo*a- 

17  than  remained  at  Gibea  of  Benjamin,  the  Philiftines  were  encamped  at  Michmafh. 
And  from  the  camp  of  the  Philiftines  came  out  plunderers,  in  three  bands  ;  one  band 

iS  directed  their  courfe,  by  the  way  of  Ophra,  to  the  land  of  Shuaij  another  took 
the  road  to  Beth-horon ;  and  another  toward  (he  wilderneis,  by' the  way  of  that 
tra£fc,  which  faceth  the  vale  of  Zeboim. 

19  Now,  at  that  time ,  there  were  no  fmiths  to  be  found  throughout  all  the  land  of 
Ifrael  (for  the  Philiftines  had  taken  this  precaution,  left  the  Ifraelitcs  fhould  make 

20  fwords  or  fpears) ;  but  all  the  Hraeiites  had  to  go  down  to  the  Philiftines,  to  fbarpen, 

zi  every  man  his  plough-fhare,  his  fpade,  his  axe,  and  his  mattock;  and,  now, 

blunted  was  the  edge  of  even  their  plough-fhares,  their  fpades,  their  mattocks,  their 

22  axes,  and  the  paddles  of  their  goads.  So,  when  a  battle  was  to  be  fought,  there 
was  neither  fword  nor  fpear  found  in  the  hands  of  any  of  the  people,  who  wem 
with  Saul  and  Jonathan  :  with  Saul  only,  and  with  his  fon  Jonathan  fuch  weapons 
were  found. 

23  The  garrifon  of  the  Philiftines  had  now  come  out  to  the  paflage  of  Michmafh: 

x  when,  one  dayv  Jonathan,  the  fon  of  Saul,  faid  to  the  young  man  who  bore  his 

armour  :  “  Come,  let  us  pafe  over  to  the  Philiftine  garrifon,  that  is  oppofite  to 

2  “  us  :”  but  this  he  told  not  to  his  father.  Saul  was  then  Rationed  at  the  further 
fide  of  Gibea,  under  the  pomegranate-tree,  which  is  by  Migron ;  and  the  people 

3  with  him  were  about  fix  hundred  men.  Ahiah,  the  fon  of  Ahitub,  the  brother  of 
Ichabod,  the  fon  of  Phinehas,  the  fon  of  Eli,  who  had  been  the  Lord’s  high-prieft 
at  Shilo,  wore,  at  that  time,  the  ephod.  Now,  the  people  knew  not  that  Jonathan 
was  gone. 

4  Between  himfelf  and  the  place,  to  which  Jonathan  had  to  pafs  over  to  the 
garrifon  of  the  Philiftines,  there  was  a  {harp  rock  on  the  one  fide,  and  a  fharp 
rock  on  the  other :  the  name  of  the  one  was  Bozez,  and  the  name  of  the  other 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  15.  ||  Saul,  1  ms.  See  c.  r.  Ib-  f  gep.  wlg.  See  c.  a- 
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The  Pltfi/Kne  Garrifon  I  S  A  M  I_J  E  L»  XIV,  fnktenhy  Jonathan  $ 

Shen£:  the  (harp  point  of  the  one  looked  northward,  fronting  Michmafh;  and  that  $ 
of  the  other  fouthward,  fronting  Gibea,  To  the  young  man  who  bore  his  armour,  6 
Jonathan,  then,  faid  :  Come,  let  us  pafs  over  to  the  garrifon  of  thofe  uncircum- 
44  cifed  Philiftines 5  it  may  be,  that  the  Lord  will  co-operate  with  us:  for,  with  the 
“  Lord,  there  is  no  impediment  to  favebymaYiy,  or  by  few*”  HU  armour-bearer  7 
faid  to  him:  “  Do  whatever  is  in  thy  mind:  move  on;  behold 'me  ready  to  fecond 
“  thy  wifh.” — Jonathan  then  faid:  “  Lo!  let  us  pafs  over  toward  the  men,  and  dif-  8 
“  cover  ourfelves  to  them :  when,  if  they  fay  to  us  :  1  Stop,  until  we  come  to  you:’  9 
u  let  us  make  a  ftand  in  our  plate,  and  not  go  up  to  them :  but  if  thus  they  fay :  10 
u  Gome  up  to  us let  us  then  go  up ;  for  this  (hall  be  a  fign  to  us,  that  the  Lord 
“  hath  delivered  them  into  our  hands;” — So  they  both  difeovered  themfelves  to  1 1 
the  garrifon  of  the  Philiftines ;  when  the  Philiftines  faid:  44  Lo !  thofe  Hebrews 
“  are  coming  out  of  their  holes,  in  which  they  had  hidden  themfelves!”  The  12 
men  of  the' garrifon,  then  addrefling  themfelves  to  Jonathan  and  his  armour-bearer, 
faid  :  “  Come  up  to  us :  and  we  will  teach  you  fqmething.”  Jonathan,  laid  to  his 
armour-bearer:  “Follow  me  up  5  for  the  Lord  hath  delivered  them  into  the 
44  hands  of  the  If^aelnes,,, — So  Jonathan  climbed  up,  upon  his  hands  and  feet ;  13 
his  armour-bearer  following  him.  And  the  Philiftines  fell  before  Jonathan,  while 
his  armour-bearer  gave  the  death-ftroke,  after  him :  and  this  firft  (laughter  made  by  14 
Jonathan  and  his  armour-bearer,  ||  with  fpears,  pebbles,  and  flints  of  the  field,  j  was 
of  about  twenty  men.  Hence  enfued  a  panic  terror,  both  in  the  camp  that  was  on  15 
the  field,  and  among  the  people  of  the  garrifon :  the  foragers,  too,  were  feized 
with  terror ;  and  the  whole  land  was  in  commotion,  as  if  panic-ftruck  by  God. 
Saul’s  watch-men,  at  Gibea  of  Benjamin,  now  looking  out,  perceived  that  the  16 
multitude  of  the  Phil  fines  was  melting  away,  and  difperfing  J*  hither  and  thither. 
Then  Saul  faid  to  the  people  that  were  with  him :  iC  Number,  now ;  and  fee  who  17 
44  may  have  gone  from  u si*  and,  on  their  numbering,  lo  !  Jonathan  and  his  ar¬ 
mour-bearer  were  miffing,  Saul  then  faid  to  Ahiah :  “  Bring  hither  |j  the  facred  18 
44  ephod for  he  [A biah'\  at  that  time  wore  the  ephod  among  the  children  of 
Brael.  |  But  while  Saul  was  talking  with  the  prieft,  the  tumult  among  the  Philiftines  19 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XIV-  v.  14.  This  is  equivalently  the  reading  of  the  septuagint  j  which  I  think  much  preferable 
to  the  prefen t;  rendered  thus  in  our  common  version,  within)  as  it  werey  on  half  acre  of  land t  which  a 
yoh  of  xiien  might  plow.  How  this  can  be  made  out  of  the  Hebrew,  I  cannot  conceive.  See  c.  r.  and 
the  note  below.— V.  16.  f  sep.  vulg.  See  c.  k. — V.  18,  0  So  *ep.  'Die  s bst,  the  art  ef  God  (for  at  that 
time  the  ari  tf  God  wat  with  the  children  of  Jfraei ).  That  this  is  an  improbable  reading,  fee  c.  K.  and 

comp,  ch*  13.  p,  and  30.  7. 

explanatory  note. 

Cb.  xiv*  vtr.  14.  With  feart ,  pebbles,  &c,  Jonathan  but  fuch  as  he  found  on  the  ground  5  or  perhaps  a  fling,  to 
might  have  a  ft) ear  or  two,  and  a  fword  (fee  ch,  13.  22.)  j  throw  the  pebbles.  See  c»  a.  and  compare  v.  19 — 21. 
hut  hia  armour-bearer  had,  mofr  probably,  no  other  weapon  b 
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and  their  whalt  Army  X  S  A  M  U  E  L •  XFV,  amftqutntlj  defeat* d» 

io  continued  to  increafe:  To  Saul  find  to  the  prieft:  44  Withhold  thine  hand*’*  .  And 
Saul,  and  all  the  people  with  him,  fhouted,  and  went  to  battle;  when,  lot  they  found 

2 1  every  man’s  fword  turned  againfl  his  fellow;  a  very  great  confufion. — Thofe 
||  Hebrew jZ^ejr,  |  too,  who  were  before^  that  time  with  the  Philiftinea,  and  had 
come  up  to  the  camp  j  Tided  with  the  Ifraelitefr,  that  were  with  Saul  and  Jonathan: 

22  and  all  the  men  of  Ifrael,  who  had  hidden  tbemfelves  in  Mount  Ephraim,  when 
they  heard  that  the  Phillftines  were  fleeing,  alfo  clofely  purfued  them,  in  battle; 

*3  f  To  that  the  whole  people,  now  with  Saul,  were  about  ten  thoufand  men.j  Thus 
the  Lord,  that  day.  Caved  the  IfraeUtes,  who  carried  the  battle  as  far  as  Beth-aven. 

24  For,  on  that  day,  the  men  of  Ifrael  were  obliged  to  fight,  Saul  having  adjured  the 
people,  faying  :  “  Accurfed  be  the  man,  who  lhall  eat  any  food  until  the  evening; 
“  that  1  may  be  avenged  of  mtne  enemies/*  So  none  of  the  people  tailed  food, 

25  f  until  the  evening,  j  For  although  the  whole  people  had  to  go  through  a  wood, 
where  there  was  honey  dropping  upon  the  ground  5  yet,  when  they  came  to  the- 

26  wood,  and  faw  the  honey  dropping,  no  man  took  a  mouthful;  becaufe  the  people 

27  dreaded  the  adjuration.  But  Jonathan  had  not  heard  of  his  father’s  having  adjured 
the  people:  he,  therefore,  flretched  out  the  end  of  the  ftaff,  that  was  in  his  hand; 
and,  dipping  it  in  the  wild  honey,  took  a  mouthful :  when,  Immediately ,  he  felt 

28  himfelf  refrefhed.  But  one  of  the  people,  addreffing  him,  faid ;  “Thy -father 
“  ftridtly  adjured  the  people,  faying:  4  Accurfed  be  the  man  who  eateth  food  this 

29  44  day:’  hence,  the  people  are  faint,”  “  My  father,”  faid  Jonathan,  “  hath  aggrieved 
“  the  people :  fee,  only,  how  f  am  refrefhed,  for  having  tailed  a  little  of  that  honey  X 

30  “  How  much  better  bad  it  been ,  if  the  people  had,  to-day,  freely  eaten  of  the  fpoil 
“  of  their  enemies,  which  they  found  !  Had  there  not  been  now,  in  that  cafe ,  ^ 
44  much  greater  llaughter  of  Philiftines  ?” 

31  However,  they,  that  day,  fmote  the  Philiflincs,  from  Michmafh  to  Ajalon: 

32  when  the  people,  being  very  faint,  flew  upon  the  fpoil;  and  took  fheep,  and  oxen, 
and  calves,  and  flaughtered  them  on  the  ground  ;  and  ate  them  with  the  blood. 

33  But  when  one  told  Saul,  faying :  44  Lo  !  the  people  are  finning  againft  the  Lord, 
“  by  eating  meat  with  the  blood;”  he  faid;  “Ye  do  exceedingly  wrong;,  roll 

34  “  hither,  this  moment,  a  great  Hone/’  Then  Saul  faid  to  the  officers:  “  Difperfe 
“  yourfelves  among  the  people,  and  fay  to  them ;  4  Bring  hither,  every  man  his 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  21. 11  sEt.  has  flaws  inftead  of  Hebrews.  I  have  joined  them  together:  becaufe  I  think,  with  Michaclis, 
that  they  were  both  originally  in  the  text.  Sec  c.  jl— V.  2  2.  f  sep.  vtjlg.  and  josefhus. — V.  24.  f  arab. 

II?UKlTOty  Horn. 

V.  20.  Withhold  ihint  band  f  i.  e.  let  alone  confuting  the  V.  25.  Honey,  Doubtkft  wild  honey,  exuding  from 

ephod,  on  this  occalion.  The  thing  fpeaks  forjtfelf.  the  flmibs.  See  c,  a. 

V.  a  l.  Sided ,  Isie .  I  follow  the  reading  of  the  Greek  _  V.  ay.  He  felt  bimfUf  refrtjbed;  lit.  his  eyes  were  en- 

tranflator.  The  prefent  text  runs  literally  thus :  round  lightened ;  a  pure  Hcbraifm.  Sec  c.  t. 

about,  even  they,  too,  to  he  with  Jjrael .  See  c.  R. 
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Jonathan,  doomed  by  Saul  to  I  S  A  1^1  TJ  E  L,  XIV.  die,  ii  faved  ly  the  People. 

11  ox,  and  every  man  his  fheep;  and  here  flay,  and  eat;  and  fin  not  againft  the 
u  Lord  by  eating  meat  with  the  blood/1  So  all  the  people  brought,  that  night, 
every  man  his  ox,  or  what  ever  elfe  he  had  ;  and  flew  it  there.  There  Saul  builded  35 
an  altar  to  the  Lord  j  the  firft  altar  to  the  Lord,  that  was  builded  by  him. 

Saul  then  faid:  w  Let  us  purfue  the  Philiftines,  by  night;  and  make  havock  36 
“  among  them  until  tlm  dawn  of  day ;  and  let  us  not  leave  a  man  of  them/* 
They  anfwered ;  “  Do  whatfoever  feemeth  good  to  thee/*  But  the  prieft  faid ; 

“  Let  us  Jirji  confult  God/*  So  Saul  confulted  Go faying:  “  Shall  I  purfue  the  37 
<l  Philiftines  ?  wilt  thou  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Ifraelites  ?”  But,  at  that 
time,  no  anfwer  was  given. — Then  Saul  faid  :  41  Approach  hither,  ^11  ranks  of  the  38 
*f  people  ;  and  examine,  and  fee,  who  hath  this  day  been  guilty  of  fin /for,  as  the  39 
“  Lord  liveth,  who  hath  laved  Ifrael,  were  it  my* own  fon  Jonathan,  he  fhall  af- 
"  furedly  die,” — But,  as  no  one,  among  the  people,  anfwered  him. ;  he  faid  to  all  40 
the  Ifraelites :  M  Be  ye  on  one  fide ;  and  let  me  and  my  fon  Jonathan  be  on  the 
w  other  /*  and  the  people  faid  to  Saul ;  “Do  whatfoever  feemeth  good  to  thee.* 
Then  Saul  [|  faid:  “  G  Lord  !  j  the  God  of  Ifrael  !  give  a  juft  deeifion/*  And,  41 
lots  being  cqftt  Saul  and  Jonathan  were  taken ;  and  the  people  efcaped.  On  this,  Saul  42 
faid ;  “  Gaft  lots  between  me  and  my  fon  Jonathan  /*  and  Jonathan  was  taken. 
Then  to  Jonathan  Saul  faid;  “  Tell  me  what  thou  haft  done.”  Jonathan  told  43 
him,  and  faid :  “  I  certainly  tailed  a  little  boney,  with  the  end  of  the  ftaff  that  was 
u  in  mine  hand :  here  I  am  j  let  me  die/*  Saul  anfwered  :  M  May  God  do  fo  to  44 
41  me,  and  more  alfo,  if,  affuredly,  thou  die  not,  Jonathan  !”  But  the  people  faid  45 
to  Saul  ;  14  Shall  Jonathan  die,  who  hath  wrought  this  great  falvation  in  Ifrael  ? 

God  forbid  l  as  the  Lord  liveth,  a  (ingle  hair  of  his  head  fhall  not  fall  to  the 
44  ground;  for  with  God  he  hath,  this  day,  co-operated/*  So  the  people  refcued 
Jonathan  from  death. — But  Saul  defifted  from  purfuing  the  Philiftines;  and  the  46 
Philiftines  went  to  their  own  place. 

Saul,  having  now  obtained  a  kingly  power  over  Ifrael,  fought  againft  all  their  47 
enemies  around;  againft  the  Moabites,  againft  the  Ammonites,  againft  the  Edomites, 
againft  the  j|  kings  of  Zoba,  and  againft  the  Philiftines:.  and,  in. all  his  expeditions, 
he  haraffed  the  enemy ,  and  a&ed  valiantly.  He  alfo  frnote  the.  Amalekites,  and  de-  48 
livered  the  Ifraelites  from  their  plunderers. 

VARIOUS  REAPINGS. 

V.  41.  g  S©  SEP,  SYR,  ARAB.  The  prefent  text  and  chald.  ha ve^/aid  to  the  Loss> ,  and  vulg.  has  both  read¬ 
ings.  Perhaps  the  true  reading  was:  faid  to  the  Las. D,  "  0  Lcum,  See  c.  r. — -V.  47.  [j  sep.  and 

Josephus  have  but  one  ting :  blit  Saul  may  have  had  to  light  with  two  or  more  fucceflive  ones. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

V.  43«  Here  I  am,  Ac.  He  difeovera,  like  the  daughter  V.  44,  May  God  do  'fo ,  &c.  I.  c.  May  he  DUnilh  myfrlf 
ef  Jephthab,  a  wiUingvef*  to  die  with  pkafure,  fince  his  fererely.  A  fwnewhat  fimilar  phrafie  is  often  ufed  in 
country  hai  been  &ved.  This  difpcfidkm  dtlappcara  in  our  EBglifh.  »*  He  threatened  to  do  fo  and fo ,  if,"  &c.  ' 
common  rcifion. 
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Now 


•5W it  crdtred  <o  I  $  A  M  U  £1  L.  XV*  txtirpak  the  AmafduUt. 

49  Now  the  Tons  of  Saul  were  Jonathan,  and  Ifhui,  and  MelchHhuah  ;  a  and  the 
names  of  his  daughters  were :  of  the  firft  born,  Merab ;  and  of  the  younger,  Michal, 

50  The  name  of  Saul’s  wife  was  Ahinoaxn,  the  daughter  of  Ahiinaaz ;  and  the  name  of 

51  the  captain  of  his  ho  ft  was  Abner,  the  fon  of  Ner,  Saul’s  uncle :  for  KUh  the  fe- 

52  ther  of  Saul,  and  Ner  the  father  of  Abner,  were,  both)  the  Tons  of  AbieL  There 
was  hard  war  with,  the  Philiftines,  all  the  days  oF  Saul ;  and  when  Saul  faw  any 
ftrong,  valiant  man,  he  took  him  iqto  his  fervice. 

§  to.  Said  is  ordered  to  deftroy  the  Amalekites . 

1  SAMUEL,  now,  faid  to  Saul  :  44  The  Loud  fent  me  to  anoint  thee  king  over 
44  his  people,  over  Ifraei:  liften  thou,  therefore,  to  the  Voice  of  the  words  of  the 

a  a  Lord. — Thus  faith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hofts :  *  I  remember  what  the  Ama- 
u  lekites  did  to  the  Ifraelites,  how  they  oppofed  them  in  their  way,  when  they 

3  44  were  coming  from  Egypt;  go,  then,  and  finite  the  Amalekites,  and  utterly  deftroy 
a  all  that  belongeth  to  them  ;  fpare  them  not ;  but  flay  both  men  and  women,  infants 

4  a  and  fucklings,  herds  and  flocks,  camels  and  afles.”  So  Saul  affembled  the  people, 
and  muttered  them  at  ||  Telaim  | ;  ||  two  hundred  thoufand  men ;  of  whom  were 
[|  ten  thoufand  of  the  tribe  of  Judah. 

5  When  Saul  came  to  the  firfi  city  of  the  Amalekites,  he  ambufhed  iw  bojt  in  a 

6  vale.  And  Saul  faid  to  the  Kenites ;  “  Get  away  from  among  the  Amalekites ; 
M  left  T  deftroy  you  with  them :  for  .  ye  fhewed  kindnefe  to  all  the  children  of  Ifraei, 
44  when  they  came  out  of  Egypt,”  So  the  Kenites  departed  from  among  the 

7  Amalekites. — And  Saul  fmote  the  Amalekites,  from  Havila,  untoShur  on  the  fide 

8  of  Egypt :  and  he  took  Agag,  the  king  of  the  Amalekites,  alive  ;  but  all  the  peo- 

9  pie  he  utterly  deftroyed  with  the  edge  of  the  fword.  But  Saul,  and  the  people  of 
If r a fpared  Agag,  and  the  beft  of  the  flocks  and  herds,  and  the  full-grown  camels, 
and  the  camel- pillions ;  all  that  was  good,  fuch  they  would  not  utterly  deftroy ; 
but  whatever  was  vile,  or  vitiated,  they  devoted  to  deftru&iou* 

On  this,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Samuel,  faying:  “  I  repent,  that  I 

VARIOUS  READING*. 

v.  49.  *  And  EJlbtJbd)  SYR.  ARAB,  doubdefs  the  fame  with  Ifb-baai)  i  Chron.  8.  33,  and  yb-fojbetb,  2  Sam. 
2.  8.  Ia  the  xegfller,  in  Chion.  JJbui  U  wanting,  unMs  he  be  the  fame  with  Aminadabj  bat  I  hare  clfewhere 
obferved  that  the  genealogies  of  Benjamin  are  confufcd  and  inconfiftent  See  the  note  on  Gen*  46.  21. — 
CH.  XV.  v.  4.  R  GtfgaJ ,  bep.  and  joafipftes.  Ib.  \\Jwr,  rap.  and  josrfhus.  Ib.  |  /Airty,  sep.  and  josephvs. 

IIPUUTOIT  UOTKI. 

Ch.  xr»  rer.4.  At  Teiftim ,  Jerom  readers,  lih  lamb;,  in  their  eighth  year.  The  ancient  verfioas  vary  in  rendcriog 

He  read  a  different  prepoGtion.  See  c.  a.  the  Hebrew  word*  See  c.  a. 

lb.  Of  <whom  'tutrt*  flee.  Others  render,  htfde :  but  1  lb ,  Camd-ftl&otu.  See  c.  r.  and  compare  Gen*  31.  34. 

think  with  Houbigaut,  that  thefe  1 0,000  were  included  in  The  common  rendering  is  rams^  or  tcm&s  :  which,  however, 

the  former  n  umber.  were  both  included  m  a  prior  word  Jlocii. 

V.  9.  Tbi  full-growa  cameltt  i.  e.  aa  I  conceive,  camels 

7* 


«  made 


Said  reprimanded,  and  I  S  A  M  U  E  L»  XV,  rgeSed for  Dtfo&edtentt* 

“  made  Saul  king  ;  he  hath  turned  away  from  me,  and.  hath  not  accomplifhed  mine 
“  orders.”  Samuel,  at  this,  was  grieved,  and  cried,  for  Saul,  all  night,  to  the 
Lord.  But  early  next  morning,  Samuel  fet  out  to  meet  Saul;  for  Tome  one  had  ia 
told  Samuel,  faying  :  **  Saul  came  to  Carmel ;  where,  when  he  had  erected,  for 
44  himfelf,  a  monument,  he  went  about  to  Gilgal.” — When  Samuel  came  to  Saul,  13 
Saul  faid  to  him :  44  Thou  blefled  of  the  Lord  !  I  have  performed  the  Lord’s 
44  injunction.”  But  Samuel  anfweredl  “What,  then,  meaneth  that  bleating  of  14 
44  flocks  and  lowing  of  cattle,  that  refound  in  mine  ears  ?”  44  Thefe,”  faid  Saul,  15 

44  have  been  brought  from  the  Amalekites;  for  the  people  would  fpare  the  beft  of 
44  the  flocks  and  herds,  for  facrifices  to  the  Lord  :  but  the  reft  we  have  utterly 
“  deftroyed/’ — Then  Samuel  faid  to  Saul :  44  Permit  me  to  tell  thee,  what,  laft  ft 
44  night,  the  Lord  faid  to  me.”  He  anfwered:  “  Speak  1”  44  When  thou  waft  little  17 
44  in  thine  own  eyes,”  faid  Samuel,  44  waft  thou  not  made  chief  of  the  tribes  of 
14  Ifrael  ?  and  did  not  the  Lord  anoint  thee  king,  over  the  Ifraelitcs  ?—  Well !  the  18 
44  Lord  fent  thee  on  an  expedition,  and  faid  :  *  Go,  and  utterly  deftroy  thofe  fin- 
44  ners,  the  Amalekites;  and  fight  againft  them  until  they  be  exterminated;1  why  19 
44  then  haft  thou  not  liftened  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord  ;  but  haft,  by  flying  upon 
44  the  fpoil,  done  evil  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  ?”  Saul  replied  to  Samuel ;  u.  Nay  !  20 
44  I  liftened  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  and  went  the  way  He  fent  me;  Agag,  indeed, 

41  the  king  of  Amalek,  I  brought  with  me  alive;  but  the  Amalekites  I  utterly  de- 
44  ftroyed.  Of  the  fpoil,  the  people  took  fome  flocks  and  herds,  the  choice  of  21 
“  what  was  devoted  to  deftruCtion,  for  Sacrifices  to  the  Lord,  f|  thy  God,  at  Gil- 
44  gal.”  But  Samuel  faid;  44  Hath  the  Lord  equal  delight  in  holocaufts  and  facri-  22 
44  flees,  as  in  liftening  to  his  voice  ?  Know,  that  obedience  is'  preferable  to  faerifice, 

44  and  attention  to  the  fat  of  rams ;  for  rebellion  is  as  flnful  as  divination,  and  ob-  23 
44  ftinacy  as  bad  as  idolatry;  fince,  then,  thou  haft  rejected  the  order  of  the  Lord, 

44  ||  the  Lord  hath  |  rejc&ed  thee  from  royalty.”-r-Then  Saul  faid  to  Samuel;  44 1  24 
44  have  finned,  by  tranfgrefling  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  and  thine  orders; 

44  becaufe,  being  afraid  of  the  people,  I  liftened  to  their  voice:  yet  ftill,  I  pray  thee,  25 
44  pardon  mine  error;  and  go  back  with  me;  and  let  me  worfhip  the  Lord,  f  thy 
41  God.”  44  I  will  not,”  faid  Samuel  to  Saul,  44  go  back  vrith  thee ;  for,  as  thou  26 
w  haft  reje&ed  the  Lord,  the  Lord  hath  alfo  rejected  thee  from  being  king  over 
u  Ifrael;”  and,  as  Samuel  turned  about,  to  go  away,  he  laid  fo  faft  an  hold  on  the  27 
fkirt  of  his  mantle,  that  it  was  tom  olf  1  on  which  Samuel  faid  to  him  :  44  So  the  28 
44  Lord,  this  day,  hath  torn  from  thee  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  and  given  it  to  ano- 
44  ther  man,  hetter  than  thee.  *  Nor  will  the  true  God  of  Ifrael  feign,  or  repent :  29 

VARIOUS  KUSINGS. 

V.  21. 1  eur,  BE?.  lbeirtVVLG, — V.  23.  jj  So  sep.  ARAB.  vclg.  and  12  MS5.  The  RFST,  he  hath i  not  nearly 
■fo  enTgJfaticil. — 'V .  35.  -{-sEp.and  2  MSS.— V.  28.  •  and  Ifrael  pall  be  divided  into  iwe,  SUP. 
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14  for 


to  anoint  anno  Any. 


The  Lord  ordereth  Samuel  I  SAMUEL,  XVI. 

30  w  for  he  is  not  a  man,  thatfie  fliould  repent.”  Again  f  Said  laid:  “I  Lave  finned; 
“  now,  honour  me,  I  pray  thee,  before  the  elders  of  my  people,  and  before 
**  the  Israelites;  and  go  back  with  me,  and  let  me  worfhip  the  Lord,  thy  God." 

31  — So  Samuel  accompanied  Saul ;  and  Saul  worfhipped  the  Lord. 

32  Then  Samuel  faid ;  4*  Bring  hither,  to  me,  Agag,  king  of  the  Aroalekites and 
Agag  came  to  him  pleafantly ;  for  he  faid  to  himfelf:  u  Surely  the  bittern  efs  of 

33  u  death  is  over.”  But  Samuel  faid :  “  As  thy  fword  hath  made  women  childlefs, 
“  fo  (hall  thine  own  mother  be  childlefs and  Samuel  hewed  Agag  in  pieces  before 
the  Lord,  at  Gilgal. 

34  Samuel,  then,  went  tq  Rama;  and  Saul  went  to  his  own  houfe,  at  Gibea-of* 

35  Saul.  But  Samuel  came  no  more  to  rifit  Saul,  unto  the  day  of  his  death  :  yet  ftill 
he  mourned  for  Saul  ;  becaufe  the  Lord  had  repented  his  making  Saul  king  over 
Ifrael 

§  11.  David  is fecretly  anointed  K.ing%  by  Samuel, 

!  THE  Lord  faid  to  Samuel :  “  How  long  wilt  thou  mourn  for  Saul ;  although 
t£  I  have  reje&ed  him  from  reigning  over  Ifrael  ?  Fill  thine  oil- horn  with  oil,  and 
“  g°>  fend  thee),  to  Ifhai,  a  Beth-lehemite ;  for,  among  his  fona,  I  have  provided 

2  “a  king  of  my  own.”  But  Samuel  faid  ;  “  How  can  I  go  ?  If  Saul  hear  of  it,  he 
(l  will  kill  me.”  The  Lord  faid :  tt  Take  an  heifer  with  thee,  and  fay ;  4 1  am 

3  41  come  to  facrifice  to  the  Lord  ;  and  call  Ifhai  to  the  facrifice:  I  will  then  make 
u  known  to  thee  what  thou  muft  do ;  and  thou  fhalt  anoint,  for  me,  him  whom  I 

4  “  name  to  thee/’— Samuel  did  as  the  Lord  bade;  and  came  to  Beth-lehem  ;  and 
the  elders  of  that  city  were  alarmed  on  meeting  him  5  and  faid  :  a  Is  thy  coming 

5  (t  peaceable  *  ?”  “Peaceable,”  faid  he ;  “I  am  come  to  facrifice  to  the  Lord  :  fanc- 
“  tify  yourfelves,  and  come  with  me  to  the  facrifice.”  Ifhai,  too,  and  his  Tons  he 
bade  be  fan&ified  ;  and  invited  them  to  the  facrifice. 

6  When  thefe  were  come,  he  looked  at  Eliab,  and  faid  fo  bmfelfz  u  Surely  the 

7  “  Lord’s  anointed  is  now  before  him.”  But  the  Lord  faid  to  Samuel :  “  Regard 

“  not  his  countenance,  nor  the  height  of  his  ftature ;  I  have  rejected  him ;  for  not 
tt  as  man  feeth,  man  looketh  to  the  outward  appearance;  but  the  Lord 

8  “  looketh  to  the  heart.”— ^Then  Ifhai  called  Abinadab,  and  made  him  pafs  before 

9  Samuel;  but  he  faid;  “Neither  this  one  hath  the  Lord  ehofen.”  Ifhai,  next, 
made  ||  Shimeah  pafs  before  him :  but  he  faid :  “Nor  this  one  hath  the  Lord 

VAR  I  0-0  8  READINGS. 

V,  30.  t  SEP.'  SYR.  ARAB. — CH.  XVT.  v.  4.  *  O  Seer  !  sep.— V.  9.  jj  al.  Sbimob.  See  C-  R. 

explanatory  note, 

Ch.  xvj.  vcr.  L  IJhaL  I  have  reftored  this  name  to  it$  proper  orthography.  All  our  tmiflatlons,  before  James's. 

have  either  Ifbai  or  jJCu.  See  c.  a. 
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Jtamd,  tit  ywngeji  Sen  1  S  A  M  U  E  L.  XVII#  tf  IJhalj  oneiattd  King, 

,f  chofen.”  Further,  (Ifhai  made  feven  of  his  fons  pafs  before  Samuel ;  but  Samuel  10 
faid  to  Ifhai :  16  None* of  thefe  hath  the  Lord  chofen." — Samuel  then  faid  to  Ifhai :  n 
“  Are  all  thy  fons  hire  V  He  anfwered  :  M  One,  the  youngeft,  yet  remainetli  j 
44  and  lo !  he  tendeth  the  flock.”  M  Send  and  fetch  him,”  faid  Samuel  to  Ifhai ; 

41  for  until  he  come  hither,  we  will  not  fit  down  to  eat."  So  he  was  fent  for,  12 
and  brought  in.  Now  he  was  a  ruddy  youths  with  beautiful  eyes  and  a  goodly 
afpedt :  and  the  Lord  faid  f  to  Samuel :  |  44  Arife  ?  anoint  him ;  for  this  is  the  man,” 

So  Samuel  took  out  the  horn  of  oil,  and  anointed  him  in  the  midftpf  his  brothers :  13 
and,  from  that  day  forward,  David  was  actuated  by  the  Ipirit  of  the  Lord.— Sa¬ 
muel  then  arofe,  and  went  to  Rama. 

But  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  departed  from  Saul  ;  and  an  evil  fpirit,  from  the  14 
Lord,  troubled  him.  So  Saul’s  fervants  faid  to  him  ;  44  Lo!  npw,  an  evil  fpirit,  15 
44  from  God,  troubleth  theie  ;  let  our  lord  give  in  charge  to  his  fervants,  that  attend  16 
u  him,  to  feek  out  a  man,  *  a  fkilful  player  on  the  harp  ;  fo  that  whenfoever  that 
“  evil  fpirit,  J  from  God,J  fhall  afFeft  thee,  he,  by  playing  with  his  hand,  f  upon 
44  his  harp,  j  may  f  relieve  thee,  and  [  make  thee  well.”  Saul  faid  to  his  fervants :  17 
44  Look  out,  I  pray  you,  for  a  man,  who  can  play  well ;  and  bring  him  to  me.” 
One  of  his  fervants  anfwered,  and  laid :  u  Lo  1  I  have  feen  a  fon  of  Ifhai,  a  Beth-  iS 
44  lehemite,  a  fldlful  player,  and  a  valiant,  warlike  man ;  prudent  in  conduct,  and 
44  comely  in  perfon  ;  and  the  Lord  is  with  him.”  On  this,  Saul  fent  mefiengers  19 
to  Ifhai,  and  laud ;  44  Send  to  me  thy  fon  David,  who  tendeth  the  flock.”  Ilhai  20 
took  J  a  homer  of  j  bread,  a  fkin  of  wine,  and  a  kid ;  and  fent  them  to  Saul,  by 
his  fon  David.  And  David  came  to  Saul,  and  attended  him ;  and  was  much  liked  21 
by  him  ;  and  became  his  armour-bearer.  And  Saul  lent  another  mejfage  to  Ilhai,  22 
faying ;  44  Let  David,  I  pray  thee,  attend  me ;  for  he  hath  found  favour  in  mine 
44  eyes.” — Now  as  often  as  the  evil  fpirit,  from  God,  affe&ed  Saul,  David  took  up  23 
his  harp;  and  played  with  his  hand  j  and  Saul  was  relieved,  and  became  well ;  for 
the  evil  fpirit  departed  from  him. 

$  12.  New  War  with  the  Pbilijiines* — 'The  fingk  Combat  of  David  and  Goliath ,  &c. 

AGAIN  the  Philiftines  aflembled  their  hofb  to  battle,  and  convened  at  Socha  1 
nf  Judah ;  and  encamped  between  Socha  and  Azeka,  at  Ephafdamim.  Saul  and  2 

VARIOUS  RRAD1KG8. 

V.  12.  +  SEP.  str.  Arab.— V.  1 6.*  fir  our  lord,  bef.  Ib.  Jj  wanting  in  sep.  str.  arrb.  tcic.  Ib.  f  sep~ 
lb.  +  sev.  8TR.  ARAB.  See  c.  — V.  lo.  K  So  sbp.  The  rest,  art  ofi  loaded  vfith  bread  See  c.  b.  and 

the  note  be  bow. 

UPLASATORT  NOTH. 

V.’  12.  Beaatrfut  tyu%  rendered  commonly  a  beatuHul  virtue  *,  he  became  a  new  man, 

**********  i  and  that  may,  poffiUy,  be  (he  meaning.  See  V.  14.  But  the  Jfint  of  the  Loan  departed  frvm  Saids  i.  e. 

'  he  loft  all  hia  former  drfpofitum  j  and  became  fretful  jea- 

.  V:  DaW  'was  a&uated  hytbtfitnt of  the  Lord  ;  i.  e.  lout,  and  melancholy.  Such  at  lea  ft,  to  me,  appears  t«  be 
u  the  Oriental  ftjlc,  difpuyed  new  vigour,  valour  and  the  meaning, 
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IVar  wbh  tbePhUpaa,  I  S  A  M  U  E  E*  XVIE  The  Challenge  of  Gn&ath. 

the  men  of  Ifrael  aflembled  alfo,  and  encamped  in  the  turpentine-tree  vale  5  and 
drew  up  in  battle  array,  againft  the  Phfliftines.  The  PhUiftines  were  pofted  on 
an  eminence  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  Ifraelites  on  an  eminence  on  the  other  fide ; 
the  vale  being  between  them, — Now,  from  the  camp  of  the  Philiftinea,  came  forth 
a  champion,  called  Goliath,  of.  Gath  j  whofe  height  was  ||  fix  cubits  and  a  fpan* 
On  bis  head  was  aq  helmet  of  brafsj  and  he  was  clad  in  a  brafs  co^d  of  mail,  the 
weight  of  which  coat  was  five  thoufand  (hekels.  He  had  greaves  of  brafc  on  his. 
legs ;  and  a  javelin  of  brafs  hanging  between  his  Ihouldere :  the  ftatf  of  his  lpear 
was  like  a  weaver's  beam,  and  bis  fpear’s  point  was  formed  of  fix  hundred  (hekela 
of  iron  :  and  one,  bearing  a  broadr-ftueld,  went  before  him. 

This  Goliath ftaod  up,  and  called  to  the  hofts  of  Ifrael*  and  fiud  to  them; 
“  Why  are  ye  come  out,  to  draw  up  in  battle  array  ?  I  am  a  Philiftine,  and  ye 
u  are  the  fervants  of  Saul:  choofe  ye  a  man,  for  you,  and  let  him  encounter  me: 
14  if  he  be  able  to  combat  and  kill  me,  then  will  we  be  your  ifubjeSs ;  but  if  I  prevail' 
“  againft  bim,  and  kill  him,  then  fhall  ye  be  our  fubje<fts,  and  ferve  us.  f  Lo!  I 
«  this  day,”  added  the  Philiftine,  u  defy  the  hofts  of  Ifrael ;  give  me  a  man,  that 
«  we  may  fight  together.”  When  Saul  and  all  the  Ifraelites  heard  thefe  words  of 
the  Philiftine,  they  were  difmayed  and  greatly  terrified :  *  but  David  faid  to  * 

Saul: 

VARIOUS  READING  8. 

CH.  XVII.  v.  4.  n  /wf,  s£p.  and  jcsephvs.—V.  lo.f  sep.— V.  XI.  *  Now  David  was  the  fon  of /hat 
Epbratbiu  of  Betb-lcbem,  whefename  was  J/baL  This  mm  bad  eight  fonts  and  pojftd  pr  an  aid  mart, 
among  men,  in  the  days  <f  Said  t  but  the  three  tldef  of  bis  font  went  to  battle  with  Said,  Tbe  names 
efthfe  three  font  were  Ehab,  the  firft  bom  ;  next  to  him  Abinadab ;  and  tbe  third  Sbimeah  :  David  was 
tbe  youngef  of  all.  The  three  eldeft,  then ,  had followed  Saul  to  battle i  but  David  had  gone  back  from 
Soul  to  feed  his  fathers  flock,  at  Beth-lebem .  Now,  every  morning  and  evening,  the  PhdiJHn*  op- 
preached,  and  prefented  himfelf,  during  forty  days .  Meanwhile,  IJhai  faid  to  his  fort  David  •  «  Take, 
it j^r  fjy  brothers,  an  epha  of  parched  corn,  and  theft  ten  loaves,  and  run  with  them  unto  the  camp,  tvthy 
*c  brothers ,  And  carry  thefe  ten  chetfet  to  their  fuperiar  officer ;  and  fee  how  thy  brothers  fare ,  and 
«  Jearn  their  rank:*  far  Saul ,  and  they,  and  all  the  men  of  Ifrael  were  then  in  the  turpentine-tree  vale, 
at  war  with ' the  F  hi J fines . — David  a  rife  at  early  morn  /  and,  leaving  the Jhctp  with  a  keeper,  he  took 
theft  things ,  and  wenti  as  IJhai  had  ordered  him  {-and  arrived  at  the  baggage-camp,  juft  as  tbe  hoft  was 
going  out  to  fight,  and  was  fixating  for  the  battle :  for  the  Ifraelites  and  the  Philiftines  bad  drawn 
up  in  battle  array,  hoft  agtynfi  hojl.  So  David  left  his  charge  with  the  fure-keeper,  and  ran  into  the 
army,  and  fluted  his  brothers .  But,  while  he  talked  with  them,  lot  the  Philiftine  champion  of  Gath, 
Goliath  by  name,  advanced  from  the  bof  of  the  Phil  fines ,  and  repeated  kit  ufual  words ,  in  the  bearing  of 
David.  And  all  the  men  of  Ifrael,  when  they  faw  that  man,  fed  from  him  ;  fa  greatly  were  they  terrified. 
And  the  teen  of  Ifrael / aid  to  one  another ;  **  See  ye  that  man,  who  advancetb  ?  To  defy  the  Ifraelites  he  someth 
« forth,  and  the  man ,  who  pall  kill  him,  the  king  will  greatly  enrich,  will  give  him  his  own  daughter  for  a 
“wife,  and  will  make  his  father* s  houfe  free,  in  Ifrael!*  David  then  fpokc  to  the  men ,  who  food  by  him, 
faying  :  What  will  be  done  to  the  man  who  fhall  kill  that  Philiftine,  and  take  away  the  teproacb pom  Ifrael  t 
“  Who  is  that  urmrcumciftd  Philiftine,  that  he  Jbould  defy  the  hafts  of  tbe  living  GOD  ?”  The  people  an- 
peered  him  in  the  former  manner,  fqytng:  tf  So  will  it  be  done  to  the  mm,  who  Jlxilt  kill  him!*  But  EUab, 
bis  eldef  brother ,  hearing  what  he  had  faid  to  the  men,  was  inccnfed  againft  David,  and  faid:  **  Why 
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Saul:  “  Let  no  man’s  heart  fail  on  account  of  that  Philiftine ;  I  will  go  and  fight 
“  with  that  Philiftine/*  But  Saul  faid  to  David  :  “  Thou  art  not  able  to  encounter  33 
u  and  fight  that  Philiftine ;  for  thou  art  yet  a  ftripling :  but  he  a  warrior  from  his 
“  youth.”  David  aAfwered  Saul :  “  When  thy  fervant  tended  his  father’s  flock*  34 
**  if  a  lion,  or  a  bear*  came  and  fnatched  a  lamb,  or  kid ,  out  of  the  flock ;  I  pur-  35 
“  fued- him*  and  fmote  him,  and  fnatched  it  from  his  mouth ;  and  if  he  attacked  me, 

**  I  caught  him  by  the  beard  and  fmote  him  to  death.  Both  lions  and  bears  hath 
“  thy  fervant  finitten ;  and  like  one  of  them  fhall  be  that  uncircumcifed  Philiftine : 
u  f  let  me  go,  then,  and  finite  him,  and  take  away  the  reproach  from  Ifrael  j  for 
“  who  is  that  uncircumcifed  Philiftine,  that  he  fhould  defy  the  hofts  of  the  living 
“  God  ?  |  The  Loud/*  added  David,  “  who  faved  me  from  the  power  of  lions  37 
“  and  bears,  will  alfo  fave  me  from  tfie  power  of  that  Philiftine.”  Then  Saul  faid 
to  David  :  “  Go  !  and  may  the  Lord  be  with  thee  !” 

Saul  would  now  arm  David  with  his  own  armour:  on  his  head  he  put  an  hel-  3a 
met  of  firafa ;  and  clad  him  in  a  coat  of  mail ;  and,  over  his  armour,  ||  begirt  him  |  39 
with  his  own  fwopd.  f  Once,  and  again,  |  David  eflayed  to  walk  in  this  armour ; 
but  could  not,  becaufe  he  was  unexperienced :  he  therefore  faid  to  Saul ;  “  I  cannot 
“  walk  in  thefe ;  as  I  am  not  experienced.”  So  putting  ofFthefe,'  David  took  his  40 
ftafF  in  his  hand ;  and  chofe,  out  of  the  torrent-bed,  five  fmooth  pebbles,  which  he 
put  into  afhepherd’s  bag,  which  he  had  with  him:  thus,  with  his  bag,  and  his 
fling  in  his  hand,  he  advanced  toward  the  Philiftine.  *  When  the  Philiftine  looked,  42 
and  faw  David,  he  difdairied  him  :  for  he  was  but  a  ruddy,  fair-complexioned  youth. 
And  th£  Philiftine  faid  to  David  ;  M  Am  I  a  dog,  that  thou  coraeft  againft  me  with  4$ 
ftav<*j  f  and  ftones  #  and  the  Philiftine  curfed  David  by  his  god  [Dagon\ 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

*  eanufi  thou  hither  ?  and  with  whom  hafi  thou  left  that  fmall  flack  in  the  wUdemft  ?  I  know  thine  arro- 
**  genet,  and  ferver/e  dsjpafitkn  1  thou  art  come  to fee  tht,  battle  f*  David  anfwered :  H  What,  now,  have  I  29 
**  done  f  1 oaJit  any  mare  than  talk  F*  He  then  turned from  him  to  another,  and  talked  in  the  fame  manners  30 
and  the  people  returned  him  a  fim'dar  arfwer.  But  when  the  words  which  David. bad  been  hard  to  /peak,  3c 

were  repeated  kfort  Saul,  he  fent  for  him. - This  long,  incongruous,  and  inconfiftent  interpolation 

is  in  all  the  copies  of  the  prefeot  hebeew  text,  and  in  all  the  ancient  veTfions,  except  the  septua- 
GiNT  %  and  has  even  ftolen  into  mod  copies  of  it.  See  c*  a.  I  have  not,  however,  thrown  it  entirely 
out,  as  fome  may  ftiil  deem  it  a  part  of  the  original  text*  in  fpitc  of  its  incoherence.  Michaelia  and 
Dathe  have  printed  it  in  a  fmallet  type  than  the  reft  of  the  text;  warning  their  readers,  that  they 
fufpeA  its  genuineness.  I  think  it  more  proper  to  detach  it  altogether  \  as  the  text  19  unbroken,  and 
runs  better  without  it.  See  c.  R. — V.  36.  f  sep.  vulg.  See  c.  R. — V.  39.  fl  So  sep.  only.  The  rest, 
David  begirt  himfelf  "See  C.  R.  lb.  f  sep.  — V,  40.  *  Art d the  PbtlifHne  came  forward  and  advanced  4 1 
toward  Dowds  the  man ,  who  bore  lit  fhidd,  going  before  him ,  ALL,  (vie  SEP.  VAT.  Yet,  I  think,  it  IQ 
a  manifeft  interpolation.  Comp.  v»  48,  and  fee-  c.  It, — V.  43,  fsEP.  Ib.  m  “  Nay”  faid  David,  **  hut 
*f  worfe  than  a  dogf  sep.  but  is  wanting  in  forae  copies.  See  c.  &* 

t  IirLAHiTOIY  KOTI, 

Ch.xvii.  vet*  37.  Frem  the  power  s  li  Ufrem  the  hand;,  which  our  traaflatar*  render  paw*  I  have  preferred  a  more 

general  terra.  See  c.  a. 
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44  Again  the  Philiftine  laid  to  David  :  u  Come  to  me,  and  I  will  give  thy-  flefh  to  the 

45  “  birds  of  the  heavens  and  to  the  wild  beafts  of  the  |(  field.”  Then  faid  David  to 
the  Philiftine  :  w  Thou  comeft  againft  me  with  a  fword,  and  with  a  fpear,  and  with 
“  a  ihield;  but  I  come  againft  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  bofts,  the  God 

46  u  of  the  hofts  of  Ifrael ;  whom  thorn  haft  defied.  This  day,  into  mine  hand  will 
w  the  Lord  deliver  thee;  and  I  will  fmite  thee,  aiid  take  of?  thine  head;  and 
“  t  thy  carcafe,  and  |  the  carcafes  of  the  Philiftine  hoft,  I  will,  this  day,  give  to  the 
“  birds  of  the  heavens  and  to  the  wild  beafts  of  the  earth ;  hence  the  whole  land 

47  44  fhall  know,  that  there  is  a  God  in  Lfrael :  and  all  this  affembly  lhalL  know  that 
u  the  Lord  can  Cave,  without  fword  or  fpear :  for  this  battle  is  the  Lord’s  ;  and 

4S  “  into  our  hands  he  will  deliver  you.” — ThePhiliftme  now  fet  out,  and  came  for¬ 
ward  to  meet  David:  when  David  ran  fpeedily  toward  the  lifts,  to  meet  the  Phi- 

49  liftine.  And  David  put  his  hand  into  his  bag,  and  took  thence  a  ftone,  and  Hang 
it,  and  fmote  the  Philiftine  in  his  forehead  With  fo  much  force ,  that  the  ftone  lank 

51  into  his  forehead;  and  he  fell  proftrate  on  the  ground:  *  and  David  ran  and  flood 
upon  the  Philiftine  j  and  laying  hold  on  his  fword,  he  drew  it  from  its  (heath,  and 
with  it  flew  him,  and  cut  off  his  head. — When  the  Philiftines  law  that  their  c ham- 

52  pion  was  dead,  they  fled;  and  the  men  of  Ifrael  and  of. Judah  aiofe,  and  (homed, 
and  purfued  the  Philiftines  unto  |j  the  entrance  of  Gath,  |  and  the  gates  of  Ekron : 
and,  all  the  way  to  the  gates,  both  of  Gath  and  Ekron,  lay  flaughtered  Philiftines. 

53  The  Ifraelites  then  returned  from  chafing  the;  Philiftines,  and  plundered  their 
camp.  * 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

50  V.  44.  u  earth,  sEp,  vtjlc.  and  21  mss.  See  c.  R. — V.  4 6,  f  sep. — V.49.  •  Thus David p rtvai/ed over  the 

Philifovie  with  a  fling  and  a font,  and fmate  the  Philifline  and flew  t  biter:  but  there  being  no  fword  in  the  band 
of  David,  be  ran,  ALL,  6ve  *ep,  vat.  Sec  c.  r, — -V.  5a.  )j  So  bep.  and  josephus*  The  rest,  until 

54  thou  comejl  to  a  valley i  or,  unto  the  entrance  f  a  valley.  See  c.  R- — V.  53.  #  And  David  took  the  bead  of 

55  the  PbiliJUne,  and  brought  it  to  Jerufalem  :  but  bit  armour  be  put  in  hit  own  tent.-* - New,  when  Saul  fav) 

David  go  forth  againf  the  Philifiine,  lx  faid  to  Abner,  the  captain  of  the  heft  t  “  WUfo  Jan  is  that  youth  ? 

j6  **  Abner  F  And  Abner  faid:  “At  thy  foul  liveth ,  O  ling/  I  cannot  tel V*  The  king  faid  z  "  Enquire,  wbft  fon 

57  *(  the  young  man  is.”  So  when  David  returned from  footing  the  PbiliJHne ,  Abner  tool  and  brought  him  before 

58  Saul,  And  Saul foid  to  him :  M  Wife  fon  art  thou  ?  young  manl n  David  anfwered:  u  The  fon  of  thy  fer- 

1  u  vans  IJhaiy  a  BethdehemiteP — Scarcely  had  lx  made  an  end  if  /pealing  with  Saul,  when  Jonathan  conceived 

2  fo  great  an  attachment  to  him,  that  he  loved  him  as  lunfielfi.  And  that  day  Saul  retained  him ,  and  would  not 

3  permit  him  to  go  any  more  heme  to  his  father's  houfo \  And  Jonathan  made  a  covenant  of  friend  ft  ip  with 

4  Davids  becaufe  lx  loved  him  as  bimfelf.  And  Jonathan foripped  bimfelf  of  the  mantle  that  was  on  him,  and 

5  gave  it  to  David,  with  bis  other  garments  ;  even  to  bit  fword ,  Us  bow  and  bis  gtrdle.—And  David  conduced 
bimfelf  fo  prudently,  in  every  expedition  on  which  Sattl  font  him,  that  Saul  put  Urn  at  the  bead  of  bis  Army  ; 

which  was  agreeable  to  all  the  people,  as  well  as  Saul's  forvants. '  ALL,  except  SEP.  vat.  See  C.  R. 

IIFLAMATOIY  NOTES. 

V.  46.  This  day.  I  am  not  fure,  if  this  day  belong  not  to  V,  54.  Tbit  wfe,  though  in  ah  the  copies  and  vrritona, 

vtrfe  4?,  and  (Kould  not  be  placed  before  defied:  and  fo  the  even  in  the  Vatican  Septoiagint,  has,  ntverthelcfa,  the  air 

Greek  tranflatore  and  Jeroro  underftood  it,  See  c.  a.  of  an  interpolation,  i  have  therefore  joined  it  to  what 

lb.  Thai  there  is  a  Goo,  &c.  Or,  perhaps;  that  Goi>  b  follows  io  the  vaiHoui  reading  above. 

for  Ifrael «  See  c.  a. 
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§  13.  Sauf  s  Jealoufy  of  David*  See. 

NOW  [||  on  their  coming  b?w:fc,  when  David  returned  from  fraiting  the  Philif-  6 
tine  |],  the  women  came  forth  out  of  all  the  cities  to  meet  j|  king  Saul,  j  joyfully 
fmging  with  tabors?  flutes,  and  triangles :  and  as  they  played,  they  fung  alternately,  7 
and  faid : 

1.  M  Saul  has  fmitten  his  thoufands  !” 

2.  4t  But  David  his  ten  thoufands  !” 

At  this  Saul  was  incenfed  (for  the  faying  difpleafed  him) ;  and  faid :  u  To  8 
14  David  they  give  ten  thoufands  j  to  me  but  thoufands !  ||  What  more  can  he  have, 
w  but  the  kingdom  ?”  And  from  that  day,  forward,  Saul  frowned  on  David :  |  *  9 

for  Saul  was  afraid  of  David,  ||  becaufe  the  Lord  was  with  him,  and  had  departed  12 
from  Saul,  j  Saul,  therefore,  removed  him  from  bis  own  perfon ;  and  made  him  13 
captain  of  a  thoufand  men  ;  whom,  in  every  warlike  expedition ,  he  was  to  lead  out 
and  Iru  But  in  all  his  expeditions,  David  a&ed  prudently  5  for  the  Lord  was  with  14 
him*  So  when  Saul  faw  that  he  a  died  fo  prudently,  he  was  the  more  afraid  of  15 
him*  But  all  Ifraei  and  Judah  loved  David,  becaufe  he  was  their  cajidu&or,  out  16 
and  in.  *  Michal,  Saul's  daughter,  alfo  loved  David ;  and  it  was  told  to  Saul ;  and  20 
the  thing 'pleafed  him.  And  Saul  faid:  u  I  will  give  hitn  her,  that  fhe  may  be  a  .  21 
w  fnare  to  him*  and  that  the  hands  of  the  Philiftines  may  be  againft  him.”  *  So  '22 
Saul  gave  this  charge  to  his  fervants :  Speak  ye  to  David  fecretly,  and  fay ;  *  Lo  ! 

“  the  king  delighteth  in  thee,  and  all  his  fervants  love  thee  :  thou  may  eft,  now, 

*  be  fon-in-law  to  the  king.”  Thefe  words  the  fervants  of  Saul  rehearfed  in  the  23 
ears  of  David :  but  David  faid :  a  Is  it,  in  your  eyes,  fo  eafy  a  matter  for  a  man 

VARIOUS  KG  ADI  KG  9* 

CH.  XVUL  V.  6,  5  wanting  in  set.  vat.  Jb.  (|  David,  set.  in  moft  copies. — V.  8  and  9.  jj  wanting  in 
SEP*  VAT.  See  C.  a.- — V.  9.  *  And  on  the  morrow  it  happened,  that  an  evil  fpirit ,  from  QqD,  offered  lo 
Saudi  and  he  was  phrtnfy-jlruck  in  ids  ovm  kaufe ;  and  nubile  David*  as  at  other  times,  played  ninth  his 
band  on  the  harp*  Saul,  having  a  javelin  in  bis  band* poiftd  the  javelin,  and  faid  to  himfelfc  “  I  will  pm  1 1 
f*  David  to  the  wall”  But  twice  David  flipped from  his  preface,  all,  except  s&p.  vat. — *V  .12.  ifwanting 
in  SEP.**— V .  1(5.  *  And  Saul  faid  to  David :  “  Behold  my  eldefl  daughter,  Merab  J  her  I  will  give  thee  for  1 7 
lt  9  wife:  only  be  thou -valiant  in  my  caffe,  and flght  the  battles  of  the  LoBDfl  For  Saul  [aid  to  himfelf; 

**  Let  not  my  hand  be  upon  him ,  but  let  the  hands  of  the  Dhiliflina  be  upon  him.”  But  David [aid  to  Sauls  1 8 
w  Whe  tan  1  ?  and  what  is  my  rani  f  what  trey  father's  family,  in  Ifraei  f  that  1  jkould  be  Jbn-in-lavi  to 
*(  the  ibtgf*—  However,  at  the  time  when  Merab ,  Saul's  daughter ,  Jhculd  have  been  ghm  to  David ,  jhe  19 
WJ  given  in  marriage  to  AdrUi,  a  MehcdathiU .  all,  except  SEP.  vat. — V.  2 1.  *  Wherefore  Saul /aid 
to  David ;  **  Thou  Jhalt,  this  day,  be  a  fecondtime  my  jon-w~lavj”  all,  except  set.  vat.  See  e.  a. 

muilTOiY  MOTE. 

Ch.  xviii.  xer.'  i6t  &c.  If  anv  reader  deem  it  raft  in  me  of  the  Septuagint ;  and  fay  if  he  mtfs  any  thing  out  of  the 
to  hare  rwfttd  fo  much  out  of  the  text  as  1  hare  done,  io  narration.  1  alfo  beg  leave  to  refer  him  to  thv  critical 
this  and  the  preceding  chapter*;  I  requefl  he  will  only  read  re  mask*. 
the  text  without  thefe  addition* ;  as  it  is  in  the  Vatican  copy 
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24  u  fo  poor  and  mead  as  I  am  to  become  the  (bo-in-law  of  a  king  ?’*  The  fervants 

25  of  Saul  told  this  to  Saul,  faying :  “  After  this  manner  fpoke  David,*’.  Saul  then 
faid:  **  Thus  ye  (hall  fay  to  David:  ‘The  king  defireth  no  dowry;  but  |j  aabun- 
“  dred  forefkina  of  the  Philiftines;  to  be  avenged  of  the  king’s  enemies  5”  For  Saul 

26  thought  to  make  David  fall  by  the  hands  of  the  Philiftines.  When  his  fervants  told 

27  thofe  words  to  David,  David  was  well  pleafed  to  be  the  kingV  fon-ih-law ;  andf 
letting  out  without  delay,  he  and  hiB  men  fmote  ||  two  hundred  Philiftines;  and, 
brought  their  forefkins :  and,  the  conditions  for  being  the  king’s  fon-in-laW  being 

28  thus  fulfilled,  Saul  gave  him,  for  a  wife,  his  daughter  Michal. — But  when  Saul 
faw,  and  knew,  that  the  Lord  was  with  David ;  and  that  his  own  daughter  Mi- 

29  chal,  j*  and  all  Ifrael,  1  loved  him  ;  he  grew  ftUl  more  afraid  of  David ;  ||  and  was, 

30  all  times,  his  enemy.  |—  )|  As  often,  however,  as  the  princes  of  the  Philiftines  came 
forth  to  war,  David  conducted  himfelf  more  prudently,  than  all  the  other  fervants 
of  Saul  j  fo  that  his  name  was  renowned,  j 

§  14.  .  Sauts  further  Jeakufy ,  and  Perfection  of  David. 

1  SAUL  then  propofed  to  his  fon  Jonathan,  and  to  all  hia  fervants,  that  David 

a  Ihould  be  put  to  death.  But  Jonathan,  Saul’s  fon,  delighted  much  in  David:  and 
Jonathan  informed  David;  faying':  “Saul,  my  father,  wilheth  to  put  thee  to 
“  death:  now,  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  take  care  of  thyfelf,  until  the  morning  5  re- 

3  M  main  in  fome  fecret  place,  and  conceal  thyfelf:  and  f  will  come  out  and  attend 
«  my  father,  in  the  field  where  thou  fhalt  be  concealed ;  and  will  talk  of  thee  to 

4  “  my  father;  and  what  I  fee  happen,  that  I  will  tell  thee.” — And  Jonathan  (poke 
well  of  David,  to  his  father  Saul,  and  faid  to  him :  “  Let  not  the  king  fin  againft 
“  his  fervant  David  ;  who  hath  never  finned  againft  thee;  nay,  who  hath  done 

$  K  thee  very  much  good.  For  he  rifked  his  own  life,  and  flew  the  Philiftine;  and, 
“  by  bis  hand,  the  Lord  wrought  a  great  falvation  for  all  Ifrael ;  which  thyfelf  faw, 
“  and  rejoiced  at.  Why  then  wouldeft  thou  fin  by  Jhedding  innocent  blood,  in 

6  “  putting  David  to  death  without  a  caufe  ?”  Saul  Rftened  to  the  voice  of  Jonathan, 

7  and  fwore :  “  As  the  Lord  liveth,  he  (hall  not  die.”  On  this,  Jonathan  called 
David,  and  told  him  all  this ;  and  Jonathan  brought  David  to  Saul,  whom  he  at- 

8  tended  as  formerly.  And,  another  war  enluing,  David  went  out  and  fought  with 
the  Philiftines,  and  fmote  them  with  f  very  great  (laughter :  for  they  fled  before  him. 

9  But  an  evil  fpirit  from  the  Lord  affecting  Saul,  as  he  (at  in  his  houfe  with  a 

VARIODi  HEADINGS. 

V.  25.  (I  two.  syr.  arab. — V.  17.  |  aa,  sep.  vat.  which*  unlefe  David  overdid  the  terns,  muft  be  the  true 
reading.  JosEPHUsmakes  the  number  600,  and  changes  the  ftreJUns  into  heads. — V*  28.  \  sep.  See  e.  r. 

Ib.  il  wanting  in  afip.  vat. — V.  30.  0  wanting  in  sep. — CH.  XIX.  V.  8|  sep.  and  l  ms. 
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javelin 


Saa!  ftektth  to  LxE David.  I  S  A  M  U  E  L.  XIX*  Davidft  Efespet*  Kama* 

javelin  in  his  hand ;  while  David  was  playing  with  his  hand  upon  his  harp ;  Saul  10 

attempted  to  fix  David  to  the  wall  with  the  javelin :  but  he  flipped  away  from  the 
prefence  of  Saul ;  who  frnote  the  *  javelin  into  the  wall;  while  David  fled,  and 
efcaped.  That  night},  Saul  fent  meflengers  to  David’s  houfe  to  watch  him,  and  to  u 
put  him  to  death  in  the  morning.  But  Michal,  David’s  wife,  told  Mm,  faying: 

“  If  to-night  thpu  fave  not  thyfelf,  to-morrow  thou  wilt  be  put  to  death.”  So  12 
Michal  let  David  down  through  a  window,  and  he  fled  away  and  efcaped.  And  13 
Michal  took  the  theraphs,  and  laid  them  in  David’s  bed,  and  putting  the  liver  of  a 
goat  at  their  heads,  fhe  covered  them  with  the  <W-ciothes :  and  on  Saul’s  fending  14 
meflengers  to  take  David,  fhe  laid :  u  He  is  fick.”  Again  Saul  fent  meflengers  to  13 
look  for  David,  faying ;  44  Bring  him  up  to  me,  in  bed,  that  he  may  be  put  to 

“  death/’  But  when  the  meflengers  went  in,  lo  !  the  theraphs  were  in  the  bed,  *6 

with  a  goat’s  liver  at  their  heads.  Saul  then  faid  to  Michal :  “Why  haft  thou  fo  17 
K  deceived  me,  by  letting  my  enemy  get  away  and  efcape?”  But  Michal  faid  to 
Saul :  u  He  faid :  *  Let  me  go ;  why  fhould  I  put  thee  to  death  V  ” 

Meanwhile,'  David  fled,  and  efcaped ;  and  went  unto  Rama  to  Samuel ;  to  18 
whom'  he  told  all  that  Saul  had  done  to  him.  Then  he  and  Samuel  went,  and 
dwelled  at  Naioth.  Some  one  told  this  to  Saul,  laying;  “  Lo  !  David  is  at  Naioth,  19 
w  by  Rama.”  Saul,  then,  fent  meflengers  to  take  David :  but  on  their  feeing  the  20 
fociety  of  prophets,  over  whom  prefided  Samuel,  prophetizing;  the  meflengers  of 
Saul  were  fdzed  with  a  divine  enthufiafm,  and  prophetized  likewife.  When  this  21 
was  told  to  Saul,  he  fent  other  meflengers ;  but  they  alfo  prophetized.  Again,  the 
third  time,  Saul  fent  meflengers;  and  they,  too,  prophetized.  Saul  was  now  in-  22 
cenfed,  |  and  went,  himielf,  to  Rama ;  and  on  coming  to  the  great  ciflern,  that  is 
in  the  neighbourhood,  he  enquired  and  laid  :  44  Where  are  Samuel  and  David  ?" 
and,  on  fome  one  faying  ;  44  Lo !  they  are  at  Naioth  of  Rama he  went  thither,  23 
to  Naioth  of  JXaraa:  but  he  alfo  was  feized  with  a  divine  enthufiafm,  and  went  on 
prophetizing  until  he  came  tp  Naioth  of  Rama  ;  when  ftripping  himfelfof  hU  upper  24 
garments,  hg  continued  to  prophetize  before  Samuel  5  and  lay  in  fits,  unclothed,  all 
that  day;  and  all  that  night.-— Hence  the  faying  :  44  Saul,  too,  among  the  prophets  !” 

VARIOUS  reading. 

V.  22.  f  SEP.  VCLG. 

EXPLANATORY  ROTES, 

Ch,  six.  Yir.  13.  73*  thsraphs:  certain  facred  images,  there  was  fome  one.in  the  bed.  It  is  cuftomary  in  the  Eaft 
equivalent,  in  foroe  to  thppmatfr,  or  boufchold  god*  to  fleep  with  the  head  covered i— The  common  rendering  i«, 

oFthe  Creeka  and  Romans,  The  Ifridites  had  arrange  a  pillow  of  goats  hair,  See  c.  x. 

propenfity  to  this  fort  of  fuperftmon  j  la  fpite  of  the  Jaw*  V.  17.  Why  Jhould  I,  &c-  i,  e.  in  our  mode  of  fpcaking, 
made  againft  it  by  Mofea;  and  the  women. teem  to  bave  elftt  /  01*//,  &e.  This  was  only  an  excufei  for  ftie  had 
been  particularly  fond  of  it.  Comp.  Gen.  3 i.^19 ;  and  Jud.  difmifled  him  herfelf* 

17.5*  V*  iS,  At  Naioth.  Naioth  fee  ms  to  have  been  a  fort  of 

lb.  The  Ever  of  a  goaf,  I  follow  the  reading  of  the  Sep-  conventual  fchool/  in  the  neigbbaorhood  of  Rama ;  where 
tuagirt  and  Jokphua.  It  was,  probably,  a  quick  liver;  or  young  men  were  taught  to  prophefy  j  hence  fome  modem 
perhaps  the  hver,  lights,  and  heart  together  j  as  zwtmplttch ;  tranflatOre  render  the  word  Naktk  appdlatively  j  the  cells, 
orhich  by  its  motion  might  make  Saul’s  mefleogera  imagine  See  the  note  on  c.  to.  6. 
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David* t  Appeal  to  Jonathan^  I  S  A  M  U  E  L*  XX*  ,*>ho pnmfeth  to  hfriend  hat* 

t  Me  A  nwhilEj  David  fled  from  Naioth  of  Rama,  and  came  and  laid  to  Jonathan ; 

“  What  have  f.done  f  what  is  my  crime  ?  what  my  fault,  in  thy  father's  eyes  ;  that 

e  “  he  feeketh  my  life  F'  w  God  forbid  !”  faid  Jonathan  to  him,  M  thou  (halt  not  die : 
u  my  father  is  wont  to  do  nothing,  great  or  fmall,  which  he  telleth  me  not  ;  and 

3  “  why  (hould  my  father  conceal  from  me  this  matter  ?  it  cannot  be,”  But  David 
fwore,  and  faid ;  4<  Thy  father  well  knoweth,  that  I  have  found  favour  in  thy 
**  fight  i  and  hath  faid  r  ‘  Jonathan  muft  not  know  this,  left  he  be  grieved  :*  yet, 
“  truly,  as  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thyfelf  liveft,  there  ia  but  a  ftep  between  me 

4  “  and  death.”  Jonathan  then  faid  to  David  :  M  Whatfoever  thou  wUheft,  I  will  do 

5  **  for  thee.”  David  replied  to  Jonathan. :  w  Lo  1  to-morrow  is  the  new  m oan fejtfaaly 
4<  when  I  Ihould  not  fail  to  lit  with  the  king  at  table :  but  let  me  go  and  conceal 

6  “  myfelf  in  the  fields  until  the  evening  of  the  third  day.  If  thy  father  at  all  mifs 
w  me ;  then  fay :  *  David  begged  leave  of  me  to  run  to  his  own  city  Beth-lehem  j 

7  “  where  there  is  an  annual  facrifice  for  the  whole  family if  he  fay  thus :  *  TU 
“  well thy  fervant  may  reft  fecure ;  but  if  he  be  very  angry,  be  affured  that  evil 

8  w  is  determined  by  him.  Deal  thou,  therefore,  kindly  with  thy  fervant;  fince 
“  thou,  haft  made  thy  fervant  enter,  into  a  facred  covenant  with  thee :  or,  .if  there 
w  be  any  crime  in  me,  Cay  me  thyfelf  :  for  why  ftiouldeft  thou,  in  that  cafe,  bring ' 

9  w  me  to  thy  father  ?”  “  God  forbid !  **  faid  Jonathan :  u  Nay,  if  I  knew,  for  certain, 
a  that  my  father  were  determined  to  bring  evil  upon  thee,  I  would' afTuredly  tell 

10  u  it  to  thee.”  M  But  who,”  faid  David  to  Jonathan,  41  will  inform  me  of  •what 

1 1  “ pali  happen ;  and  whether  thy  father  anfwer  thee  roughly  i”  Then  Jonathan  laid 
to  David ;  u  Come !  let  us  go  out  into  the  fields fo  both  of  them  went  out 

ia  into  the  fields.  And  Jonathan  faid  to  David :  ||  u  Witnefr  the  Lqrd,  |  the  God 
“  of  Ifraell  i£  when  I  have  founded  my  father,  fome  time  to-morrow  or  next  day, 
“  I  perceive  in  him  a  good  will  toward  David,  I  then  lend  thee  not  word  of  it, 

13  w  may  the  Lord  do  fo  and  fo,!nay  more  than  that,  to  Jonathan  !  And  if  my  fa~ 
“  ther  be  difpofed  to  do  thee  harm,  1  will' Hkewife  infonn  thee ;  and  fend  thee 
“  away  in  fafety.  But  when  the  Lord  (hall  be  with  thee,  as  he  hath  been  with 

14  M  my  father,  thou  muft,  if  I  be  then  alive,  *(hew  me  god-like  kindnefs,  that  I  die 

15  “  not :  nor  muft  thou  ever  .withdraw  thy  kindnefsfrom  my  family ;  not  even  when 
u  the  Lord  (hall  have  cut  off  from  the  face  of  the  earth  all  the  enemies  of  David : 

16  **  but  if  Jonathan  ever  cut  off  any  of  David’s  family,  may  God  repay  it  on  David’s 

17  u  enemies!” — Again  Jonathan  fwore  to  David,  from  his  love  to  him:  for  he  loved 

VARIOUS  READING. 

CH.  XX.  v.  12,  ||  So  sep.  syr.  arab.  Two  Heb.  mss.  have,  At  the  Loud  Rvetb,  The  rest,  0  Lord  /  Sec  c.  a. 

EXPLANATORY  SOTIS. 

Cb.  xx.  ver.  14.  That  I  die  net.  Some  interpreters  V.  i6.  This  re  a  perplexed  fenteoce,  and  is  varioufly 

would  render  i  but  if  I  be  then  dead,  thou  tnufi  never,  &c.  rendered  by  tlie  ancient  trajjfljtora,  I  think  1  have  given 

See  e.  r,  the  true  meaning.  See  c.  R. 

Vot.  II.  81  M  him 


Saul  difcowvth  hu  foltariz*  I  S  A  M  LJ  E  L*  XX*  of  I’tHmg  David ;  wboy 

him  as  himfelf,  An4  Jonathan  faidto  David ;  44  To-morrow  is  the  new-moon  fejli~  18 
44  val\  when  thy  feat  being  empty,  thou  wilt  be  miffed  ;  and,  on  the  third  day,  ||  ftili  19 
44  more  wilt  thou  be  tniffed,  |  Go,  then,  to  the  fame  place  where  thou  concealed!! 

44  thyfelf  on  [|  the  day  of  thine  efcape ;  |  and  remain  by  ||  that  Hone.  |  Toward  that  20 
44  quarter,  I  will  ftioot  three  arrows,  as  if  1  were  ihootmg  at  a  mark ;  now,  if  on  my  21 
44  fending  a  young  man  to  find  the  arrows,  I  exprefsly  fay  to  him :  4  Lo  !  the  ar- 
44  rows  are  on  this  fide  of  thee,  take  them  up :’  then  come  thou  forward  ;  for,  as  the 
44  Loud  Hveth,  not  harm,  but  peace  is  refirved for  thee.  But  if  to  the  young  man  22 
44  I  fay  thus :  4  Lo  !-  the  arrows  are  on  the  other  fide  of  thee be  thou  jgone ;  for 
44  the  Lord  fendeth  thee  away. — As  to  what  thou  and  I  have  now  been  fpeaking  13 
44  of ;  let  the  Lord  be,  for  ever,  witnefs  between  thee  and  me  !*’ 

So  David  concealed  himfelf  in  the  fields.  And  when  the  new-moon  fejlhsd  was  24 
come,  the  king  fet  down  to  eat  at  the  feaft.  The  king  fat,  as  ufual,  upon  his  own  23 
feat ;  a  feat  placed  by  the  wall :  Jonathan  fat  on  one  fide  of  Saul,  and  Abner  fat  on 
the  other :  but  David’s  place  was  empty.  Yet,  on  that  day,  Saul  faid  nothing :  for  26 
he  fiud  to  bitnfeif  i  41  Some  accident  may  have  befallen  him  ;  or  perhaps  he  is  not 
44  clean.*’  But  when,  on  the  morrow,  the  fecond  day  of  the  new-moon  frjl'tvaly  27 
David’s  place  was  ftili  empty,  Saul  faid  to  his  fon  Jonathan:  44  Why  cometh  not 
44  the  fon  of  Ifhai,  neither  yefterday  nor  to-day,  to  the  feaft  ?**  Jonathan  anfwered  28 
f  his  father  [  Saul ;  14  David  is,  with  my  exprefs  leave,  gone  to  Beth-lehem ;  for  he  29 
44  had  faid :  4  Let  me  go,  I  pray  thee  ;  as  we  have  a  family  facrifice  in  that  city, 

“  to  which  my  brother  hath  fummoned  me:  fo,  if  I  have  found  favour  in  thine 
44  eyes,  let  me  go,  I  pray  thee,  that  I  may  vifit  my  brethren  :*  for  this  reafon  he 
44  cometh  not  to  the  king  s  table.”  Saul  was  now  incenfed  again  ft  Jonathan  ;  to  30 
whom  he  faid :  44  Degenerate,  perverfe  man !  am  I  ignorant,  that  thou  haft  chofen, 
ufor  tby  friend^  the  fon  of  Iftxai  ;  to  thine  own  confufion  and  thy  mother’s  ihame  ? 

44  for  as  long  as  the  fon  of  lihai  lhall  live  upon  the  earth,  neither  canft  thou  be  fafr ,  31 
44  nor  thy  kingdom  be  eflabliflied.  Therefore,  fend  now,  and  fetch  him  to  me,  that 
44  he  may  be  put  to  death,”  Again  Jonathan  anfwered  his  father  Saul ;  and  faid  32 
to  him ;  “  Why  ftiduld  he  die  !  what  hath  he  done?”  On  this,  Saul  attempted  to  33 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  19,  D'fio  ctrALX).  ST r.  arab.  and,  equivalently,  SEP.  The  prefent  text  has,  thou  Jhait  defend  tnturhi  which 
our  tranflators  render;  thoujhaltgp  dawn  quickly.  See  c,  a.  lb.  jj  A  conjectural  reading.  The  prefent 
text  has,  the  day  of  work;  which  our  Englipi  tranflators  render,  when  the  bufntfs  was  in  hand.  For  other 
renderings  fee  c.  R.  Ib.  ||  So  sep.  syr.  The  rest  make  a  proper  name  of  that;  and  render,  by  the  font 
Ezel,  Set  c.  h.— V.  a8. f  syr,  akab.  and  10  mss.  See  c.  R. 

imUATOlT  DOTH. 

V.T^  On  the  day  of  thine  efcape  ;  *,  e.  as  I  conjectore,  V.  29.  My  brother  both  fvmrooned me.  In  the  Eaft,  and 
.  7 1  v|?e,n» at  Jonathan’*  defire,  he  fir(t  concrakd  rfpecially  in  Arabia,  the  elder  brother  is  the  Gtcond  father 
himfelf  in  the  fields.  Comp.  c.  19.  v.  a,  and  follow  mg.  of  the  family.  Comp.  Geo.  *4.  30. 
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finite 


KvaratJ  Ij  Jooaiban,  I  S  A  M  U  £  L*  XXI.  *fcapeih  <o  Mds. 

finite  him  with  his  javelin  ;  whence  Jonathan  knew  that  it  was  determined  by  hia 

34.  father  to  put  David  to  death.  So  Jonathan  arofe  from  the  table,  in  great  indigna¬ 
tion  ;  and  ate  no  victuals  on  the  fecond  day  of  the  new-moon  fcafi ;  for  he  was 
grieved,  both  on  account  of  David  ;  and  becaufe  his  father  had  affronted  him. — 

35  But  when  the  next  morning  came,  Jonathan,  accompanied  by  a  little  boy,  went  out 

36  into  the  fields,  according  to  bit  appointment  with  David  :  and  faid  to  his  boy  :  44  Run 
u  now,  find  the  arrows  which  I  am  going  to  foppt.”  While  the  boy  was  running 

37  he  foot  the  arrows  over  him  ;  and  as  the  boy  was  going  toward  the  place  whither 
Jonathan  had  foot  the  arrows,  Jonathan  cried  after  him  :  44  The  arrows  are  beyond 

38  “  thee.”  Again  Jonathan  cried  after  the  boy :  44  Make  hafte,  difpatch,  delay  not.” 

39  So  Jonathan’s  boy  gathered  up  the  arrows,  and  |[  brought  them  j  to  his  mailer :  hut 
of  the  matter  the  boy  knew  nothing:  it  was  known  only  to  Jonathan  and  David. 

40  Jonathan,  then,  gave  his  weapons  to  his  hoy,  and  laid :  44  Carry  tbcfe  to  the  city.” 

41  When  the  hoy  was  gone,  David  arofe  from  behind  the  fane ;  and,  with  his  face 
proftrate  on  the  ground,  made,  thrice,  obeifance  to  Jonathan .  They  then  embraced 

42  one  another,  and  wept  together,!  with  great  lamentation  \ ,  And  Jonathan  faid 
to  David :  44  Go,  in  peace  :  fince  we  have*  both  of  us,  fworn  by  the  name  of  the 
“  Lord,  laying:  1  May  the  Lord  be  witnefs  between  me  and  thee,  and  between 

my  feed  and  thy  feed  ;  for  ever!”—  On  this,  David  arofe,  and  departed;  and  Jona¬ 
than  went  back  to  the  city, 

§  16,  David  goetb  to  Noha;  thence  to  Gath ;  thence  to  Adulam ,  and lafily  into  the 

Land  of  Judah. 

1  THEN  David  went  unto  Noba,  to  Ahimelech,  the  prieft.:  and  Ahimelech  was 
aftonifoed  on  meeting  David,  and  faid  to -him :  44  Why  art  thou  alone,  and  no  man 

2  44  with  thee  ?”  David  faid  to  Ahimelech  the  prieft :  “  The  king  hath  charged  me 
M  with  an  affair,  and  faid  to  me :  *  Let  no  man  know  any  thing  of  the  matter, 
44  about  which  I  fend  thee,  and  with  which  I  have  charged  thee fo  J  appointed 

3  14  my  fervants  to  meet  me  at  fuch  and  fuch  a  place.  Now,  therefore,  with  whatfoever 
“  thou  haft  at  hand,  fupply  me,  were  it  but  five  loaves  of  bread  ;  or  whatever  elfe 

4  u  is  at  hand.”  The  prieft  anfwered  David,  and  laid  :  44  Of  common  bread  I  have 
44  none  at  hand ;  but  hallowed  bread  there  U  at  band ;  provided  the  young  men 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

y.  38.  U  So  8EF»  8YB.  ARAB.  vulg.  The  rest,  V.  41.  0  I  have  followed  a  conjeftural  reading  of 

Houbigant's:  although,  perhaps,  my  own  coojefture  is  as  probable  >  which  the  reader  may  fee  in  e.  a. 

The  prefcnt  reading  of  the  Hebrew  text  is  to  me  unintelligible.  Our  common  version  renders  it,  utttii 
David  exettdsd.  Jerom,  but  David  wept  fmft  t  and  fo  equivalently  the  syR.  and  arsb. 

EiriAVAYOtT  SOTE. 

V.  41.  From  bdoad the  ftone*  The  prefcot  text  has,  from  thtfaU  of  ibe  faith.  But,  u  I  fufpefi:  it  to  be  corrupted, 
1  hare  given  what  is  evideody  the  nuaubg.  See  C.  a.  9 
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44  have  duly  abftained  from  women”  David  anfwered  the  prieft,  and  faid  to  him:  5 
44  From  women,  truly,  we  have  been  retrained  from  my  out-coming,  thefe  three 
44  days  paft:  and*  the  young  men  were  then  clean.  If,  on  this  journey,  any  profa- 
“  nation  have  befallen ithem,  they  fliall  be  purified.”  .On  this,  the  prieft  gave  him  6 
hallowed  bread  :  there  being  no  bread  there  but  the  prefence-bread,  that  had  been 
taken  from  before  the  Lord,  to  place  hot  bread  tn  its  Jlead,  on  its  being  taken 
away, — (Now  there  happened  to  be  there,  one  of  Saul’s  fervants,  at  that  time  detained,  7 
by  devotion^  before  the  Lord:  his  name  wasDoeg,  an  [|  Edpmite,  the  chief  of  Saul’s 
herd-men.)  Again  David  laid  to  Ahimelech :  44  Haft  thou  either  fpear  or  fword  at  B 
44  hand  ?  for  neither  my  fword  nor  my  other  weapons  have  I  brought  with  me  ; 

41  becaufe  the  king’s  bufinefs  required  hafte.”  The  prieft  anfwered ;  44  There  is  the  9 
44  fword  of  Goliath,  the  Philiftine,  whom  thou  fieweft  in  the  turpentine-tree  vale: 

44  lo !  it  is  wrapped  in  a  cloth,  behind  the  ephod  :  take  it,  if  thou  wilt ;  for,  fave 
44  it,  there  is  none  other  here.”  “  There  is  none  like  it,”  faid  David,  “  give  it 
44  me.” 

David  then  fled  thence,  for  fear  of  Saul,  and  went  to  Achifli  king  of  Gath.  10 
But  the  fervants  of  Achifti  faid  to  him  ;  44  Is  not  this,  fame  David  king  of  the  land  11 
44  of  Tfrael  ?  Was  it  not  of  him  that  they  fang  in  alternate  chorufes,  faying : 

1.  1  Saul  hath  flam  his  thoufands ! 

2.  4  But  David  his  ten  thoufands  !” 

Thefe  words  David  ftored  up  in  his  mind;  and  was  greatly  afraid  of  Achifli,  12 
king  of  Gath.  So  he  changed  his  gefture  before  them;  and  feigned  himfelf  mad  13 
among  them ;  and  made  marks  on  the  doors  of  the  gate ;  and  let  his  fpittle  fall 
down  upon  his  beard  t  oh  which,  Achifli  faid  to  his  fervants :  “  Lo  !  the  man,  ye  14 
44  fee,  is  mad  :  why  brought  ye  him  to  me  ?  have  I  need  of  mad-men  ;  that  ye  have  15 
44  brought  this  one,  to  aft  the  mad-man  before  me  ?  fliall  fuch  a  one  come  into  my 
44  houfe 

Thence,  therefore,  David  departed,  and  efcaped  to  the  cave  of  Adulam;  which  1 
when  his  brothers  and  his  father’s  houfehold  learned,  they  went  thither  to  him. 
And  every  one  in  diftrefs,  and  every  one  in  debt,  and  every  difeontented  one  2 
flocked  about  him ;  and  he  became  their  chief.  There  were  about  fix  hundred 
men  with'  him. 

Thence  David  went  to  Mizphar-of-Moab,  and  faid  to  the  king  of  Moab :  14  Let  3 
•*  my  father  and  mother,  I  pray  thee,,  come  out,  and  remain  with  thee,  until  I  fee 
41  what  God  may  do  for  me.”  |j  So  he  brought  them  to  |  the  king  of  Moab  ;  with  4 
whom  they  dwelled  all  the  time  that  David  was  in  the  ftrong  hold  of  Mhpha .  But  5 

various  READINGS. 

6H.XXLv.  7.  R  Aramitty  or  Syrian,  sip.  The  eafy  change  of  one  letter,  in  the  original,  makes  the  dif¬ 
ference.  See  c.  r.  Josephus  calls  him  a  Syrian. — CH.XXH.  V.  4.  j|  al.  80  be  found favour  with.  Sec  c.  a 
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the  prophet  Gad  faid  to  David:  “  Remain  not  in  this  hold  :  go  back  into  the  land 
“  pf  Judah.”  So  David  departed  from  Mizpba^  and  went  into  the  foreft  of  Hareth. 

§  17*  Slaughter  of  the  Priefts  of  Noba,  by  Saul's  Order . 

6  WHEN  Saul  (who  was  then  fitting  under  a  tamarifk,  on  the  hill  of  Gibea,  with 
his  javelin  in  hia  hand,  and  his  fervants  attending  him)  heard  that  David,  and 

7  the  men  who  were  with  him,  were  difeovered;  he  faid  to  his  feryante  that  at¬ 
tended  him  :  “  Liften,  ye  Benjaroinite$  !  Will  the  fon  of  Hhai  give  to  all  of  you 
“  fields,  and  vineyards  ?  will  he  make  all  of  you  captains  of  thoufands,  and  cap- 

8  *  tains  of  hundreds  ?.  that  all  of  you  fhould  confpire  againft  me;  and  no  one 
“  inform  me  that  my  own  fon  hath  made  a  league  with  the  fon  of  Ilhai!  None  of 
“  you  pitieth.  me,  nor  difeovereth  to  me,  that  my  own  fon  hath  excited  my  fervant 

9  to  treachery  againft  me,  as  it  Is  this  day  evident'*  Then  anfwefed  Dpeg,  the 
Edomite  (who  was  then  {landing  by  Saules  fervants)  ;  and  faid:  “  I  faw  the  fon  of 

jo  “  Ifliai  come  unto  Noba  to  Ahimelech  the  fon  of  Ahitub ;  who  confulted  the  Lord 
u>  for  him,  and  gave  him  victuals :  the  Jword  of  Goliath,  the  Phiiiftine,  he  alfo  gave 

ii  44  him  — On  this,  the  king  fent  to  fummon  Ahimelech  the  prieft  (the  fon  of  A  hitub), 
and  all  his  father's  houfe ;  the  priefts  who  redded  at  Noba:  and  they  came,  all  of 

si  them,  to  the  king.  And  Saul  faid :  “Liften,  now,  thou  fon  of  Ahitub!'*  He 

13  anfwered :  “  Here  I  am,  my  lord  lw  1  Then  Saul  laid  to  him:  “  Why  have  ye 
“  confpired  againft  me,  thou  and  the  fon  of  Ifliai  ?  to  him  thou  haft  given  vi&uals, 
“  and  a  fword ;  for  him  thou  haft  confulted  God  ;  to  encourage  a  traitor  againft 

14  “me;  as  it  is,  this  day,  evident?  Ahimelech  anfwered  the  king,  and  faid :  u  And 
“  which  of  all  thy  fervants  fo  faithful  as  David,  the  king’s  fon-in-law,  J  never  de- 

13  “  parting  from  j  thine  orders,  and  highly  honoured  in  thine  houfe?  Was  this  the 
“  firft  time  I  confulted  Gob  for  him  ?  God  forbid,  that  the  king  £hould  impute 
“  any  crime  to  his  fervant,  or  to  any  of  my  father's  houfe !  for  of  all  this  thy  fer- 

16  “  vant  knew  nothing,  lefs  or  more.”— But  the  king  faid:  “  Thou  (halt,  afliiredly, 

17  44  die,  Ahimelech  !  thou  and  all  thy  father's  household/*  Then  tfce  king  faid  to 
the  Ji&ors  that  flood  by  him;  “  Turn,  and  flay  the  priefts  of  the  Lord;  becaufe  they 
“  too  confpire  with  David ;  and  becaufe,  although  they  knew  that  he  was  fleeing,  they 
^  difeovered  it  not  to  me.”  But  the  king’s  fervants  would  not  prefume  to  aftault 

Various  readings. 

V.  14.  fl  Tliis  is  a  conjefiurai  reading;  accounted  for  io  c-  R.  The  Greek  interpreters  read  differently  from 
the  prefent  text  ;  and  reader,  the  jirfi  to  take  all  thwe  order*.  Hie  fenfe  is  the  feme. 

EXPLANATORY  NOT!. 

Ch.  xxii.  v.  1 7.  U Son.  I  have  ufed  this  word  preferably  to  any  other,  as  it  better  expreffefl  the  meaning.  The  He¬ 
brew  word  denotes  a  runner  ;  i.  c.  one  who  was  ready  to  tun  00  any  errand  hia  tar&coxmuaudecL 
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the  priefts  of  the  Lord.  Thfe  king,  therefore,  faid  to  Doeg :  f*  Turn  thou,  and  iS 
*•  aflault  thofe  pnefts.’1  And  Doeg,  the  Edomite,  turned,  and  aflaulted  the  priefts  j 
and  few,  on  that  day,  eighty-five  perfons,  who  wore  facred  ephods.  He,  19 
moreover,  fmote,  with  the  edge  of  the  fword,  Noba,  the  city  of  the  priefts :  men 
and  women  ;  children  and  fucklings  j  oxen,  afles,  and  flieep,  he  ffttotevriih  the  edge 
of  the  fword,—  Only,  one  of  the  fons  of  Ahimelech  Ben-Ahitub,  named  Abiathar,  20 
efcaped  and  fled  after  DavSd.^When  Abiathar  told  David,  that  Saul  had  flain  the  21 
priefts  of  the  Lord,  David  laid  to  Abiathar:  M  I  knew,  that  as  Doeg,  the  Edomite,  22 
“  was  there  that  day,  he  would  certainly  inform  Saul.  I  have  caufed  the  deftruc- 
“  tion  of  all  thy  father^  houfehold  :  hut  remain  thou  with  me,  fear  nothing  j  with  23 
M  me  thou  ftialt  be  fafe ;  for  he  who  feeketh  my  life,  is  the  fame  who  feeketh  thy 
“  life,** 


§  1 8.  David  refcueth  Keila  from  the  Pbiliftmes;  but  is  fill  perfecuted  by  SauL 

DAVID,  while  in  tbeforeft  of  Haretb ,  was  told  that  the  Philiftines  were  fighting  1 
againft  Kola,  and  plundering  the  granaries.  David,  therefore,  confulted  the  Lord,  2 
faying:  “  Shall  I  go,  and  fmite  thofe  Philiftines  ?”  And  the  Lord  laid  to  David : 
u  Go,  and  fmite  the  Philiftines,  and  fave  Keila/*  But  David’s  men  faid  to  him ;  3 

“  Lo  1  here,  in  Judah,  we  are  in  fear :  how  much  more  fo,  if  we  go  to  Keila, 

“  againft  hafts  of  Philiftines  Again  David  confulted  the  Lord  :  and  the  Lord  4 
anfwered  him,  and  faid  :  44  Go  immediately  to  Keila  ;  for  the  Philiftines  I  will  de- 
44  fiver  into  thine  hands.” — So  David  and  his  men  went  to  Keila,  and  fought  againft  5 
the  Philiftines,  and  fmote  them  with  great  flaughtw;  and  brought  away  their  cat¬ 
tle.  Thus  David  iaved  the  inhabitants  of  Keila.  * 

It  was  now.  told  to  Saul,  that  David  was  in  Keila.  And  Saul  faid : 16  God  hath  7 
“  delivered  him  into  mine  hands :  for  by  entering  into  a  town  that  hath  gates  and 
44  bars,  he  is  ihclofed.”  So  Saul  fummoned  together  all  the  people  to  war,  to  go  8 
down  to  Keila,  to  |j  befiege  David  and  bis  men.  But  David,  knowing  chat  Saul 
was  fecretly  meditating  evil  againft  him,  faid  to  Abiathar  the  prieft :  “  Apply  the 
"  ephod,”  For  Abiathar,  the  fon  of  Ahimelech,  who  had  fled  to  David,  bad  6 
brought  down  with  him  the  ephod  to  Keila.  |  And  David  faid ;  44  O  Lord  l  the  10 
*4  Gon  of  Ifrael !  thy  fervant  hath  heard  for  certain,  that  Saul  intendeth  coming 
44  to  Keila,  to  deftroy  the  city  on  my  account :  will  the  men  of  Keila  deliver  me  1 1 

VARIOUS^  READINGS. 

CH.  X£lU.  v,  5,  *  See  v,  <5.  below  after  v,  9,  which  feems'  to  be  its  proper  place. — V.  8. )[  al.  hunt.  See 
c.  R. — Y.  6. 4-  tranfpofed  hither  for  the  fake  of  order  and  perfpicuity. 


EXPLANATORY  HOTI. 

Ch.  xrin.  VC r.  6.  Apply  the  ephod,  i»  c  pat  on  the  tiered  veftment ;  in  which  W«c  the  xtrm  arid  ilrumsm,  How 
refponfr*  were  given  by  mean*  of  theft,  do  one  can  pretend  to  fey.  See,  the  CS.XSW.  on  Exod.  28,  30. 
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u  up  into  his  hands  ?  or  will  Saul  come  down,  as  thy  fervaht  'hath  heard T  The 

1 2  Lord  anfwered :  “He  will  come  down,”  “And  will  the  men  of.Keila,” 
faid  David,  “  deliver  up  me  and  my  men  into  the  bands  of  Saul  ?”  The  Lord  laid  V 

13  “  They  will  deliver  thee  up/*-— On  this,  David  and  his  men  (about  [[  fix  hundred) 
immediately  departed  from  Ketla,  and  went  whither  they  beft  could  go*  When 
it  was* told  to  Saul  that  David  had  efcaped  from  Keila*  he  gave  up  his  expedition. 

14  Meanwhile*  David  abode  in  ftrong  holds  in  the  wilderneft ;  and  more  parti-' 
cularly  on  a  mountain  in  the  wildemefs  of  Ziph :  and  although  Said  was  daily  in 

15  fearch  of  him,  yet  God  delivered  him  not  into  his  hands.  For  David  was  Rware, 
that  Saul  was  out,  in  queft  of  his.  life* 

t6  No  w  while  David  was  in  a  foreft,  In  the  wildemefs  of  Ziph,  Jonathan,  Saul’s 

fon,  went  out  unto  the  foreft  to  David,  and  encouraged  him  to  confidence  in  God* 

17  “  Be  not  afraid,”  laid  he  to  him,  4i  thou  ftialt  never  come  into  the  hands  of  my 
“  father  Saul.  Thou  (halt,  yet,  be  long  of  Ifrael ;  when  I  fliall  be  next  to  thee  : 

1 3  “  and  this  my  father  Saul  kuoweth/V  So  they  two  having  made  a  covenant  before 
the  Lord,  David  remained  in  the  foreft ;  and  Jonathan  returned  home* 

19  But  the  Ziphites  had  gone  unto  Gibea,  to  Saul,  faying :  “  David  concealeth 
“  himfelf  in  our  neighbourhood,  in  ftrong  holds,  in  a  foreft  on  the  hill  of  Hachila, 

ao  “  which  is  to  the  fouth  of  Jefhimon ;  now  therefore,  O  king !  thou  haft  an  oppor-1 
“  tunity  to  thy  utmoft  wifh  of  coming  down  after  him  :  and  be  it  ours  to  deliver 

21  “  him  into  thine  hands;”  Saul  faid:  “Blefled  by  the  Lord  be  ye ;  for  having 

22  “  (hewn  me  companion :  go  back,  I  pray  you,  and  with  care  examine,  and/ee 
“  what  place  he  particularly  baunteth ;  and  who  hath  feen  him  there :  for  I  am 

23  «  told,  that  he  a&eth  with  great  caution*  Examine  then,  and  infped  every 
“  lurking-place  where  he  is  wont  to  conceal  himfelf ;  and  when  ye  return  to  me 
“  with  certain  intelligence,  I  will  go  with  you  :  when,  if  he  happen  to  be  in  that 

24  “  country,  I  will  fearch  for  him  throughout  all  the  thouiands  of  Judah.”  So  they 
fet  out,  and  went  to  Ziph,  before  Saul  went  t  David  and  his  men  being  then  in  the 

25  wildemefr  of  Maon,  in  a  plain  to  the  fouth  of  Jefliimon :  for  David,  on  being  told 
that  Saul  and  hia  men  were  out  in  fearch  of  him,  retreated  to  a  rock,  and  abode  in 
the  wildernefs  of  Maon*  Saul,  on  hearing  this,  purfued  David  to  the  wildernefr 

26  of  Maon ;  and,  as  Saul  f  and  his  men  j  were  marching  on  the  one  fide  of  the  hilt, 
David  and  his  men  were  on  the  other  fide  of  the  hill.  But  while  David  was 
haftening  to  get  away  from  Saul,  and  while  Saul  and  his  men  were  furrounding 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  13.  2  four*  BW,  and  JOSEPHUS.— V.  2 6.  j-  sep.  and  two  printed  editions  of  HE8. 
muiUToir  aors. 

V.  *3.  7 hr ottglxmJ  aU ibt  thmtfdndt^  See.  i.  e.  aQ  diftri£h  or  cantons*  which  were  probably  dUtingiulhcd  by  the  tram. 

her  of  inhabitants  *  as  our  btwdrtJs  originally  were* 
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David  and.  his  men,  to  take  them;  a  meflenger  came  to  Saul,  faying:  “  Hafte,  17 
“  and  come  :  for  the  Philiftines  are  over-running  the  country.”  So  Saul  returned  28 
from  purfuing  David^  and  went,  to  oppofe  the  Philiftines.  Hence  the  name  of  the 
place  was  called  Sela-amalekoth  [ Tbe-dfaiding-rock]. 

Thence  David  went,  and  abode  in  the  ftrong  holds  of  En-gedi.  And,  as  foon 
as  Saul  had  returned  from  purluing  the  Philiftines,  fome  perfons  told  him,  faying ; 

“  Lo  1  David  is  in  the  wildemefs  of  Fn~gedi.”  Then  Saul  took  three  thoufand  z 
men,  chofen  out  of  all  Ifrael,  and  went  in  fearch  of  David  and  his  men,  among  the 
wild -goat  rocks*  .  But  when  he  was  come  as  far  as  the  fheep-cotes,  on  the  way,  3 
where  there  was  a  cave  ;  Saul  went  in  to  repofe  a  little*  Now,  in  the  interior  parts 
of  that  cave,  were  David  and  his  men.  And  David’s  men  faid  to  him :  “  Behold  4 
**  the  day,  on  which  the  Lord  faith  to  thee;  *  Lo!  I  deliver  thine  enemy  into 
“  thine  hands,  that  thou  mayeft  do  to  him  whatever  thou  deemeft  fit.”  On  this, 
David  went,  and  cut  off,  unfeen,  the  fkirt  of  Saul’s  mantle.  But,  fuddenly  after,  5 
his  confcience  fmote  him,  for  having  cut  off  the  fkirt  of  Saul’s  f  mantle.  He  6 
therefore  faid  to  his  men:  “  May  the  Lord  keep  me  from  doing  to  my  lord, 

‘‘  the  Lord’s  anointed,  what  ye  propofe  \  to  ftretch  forth  mine  hand  againft  him, 
w  who  is  the  anointed  of  the  Lord  !”  Thus  David,  with  thefe  words,  withheld  7 
his  fervants,  and  fuffered  them  not  to  afTault  Saul.— But  when  Saul  had  arifen,  from 
the  cave;  and  was  gone  his  way ;  David  alfo,  next,  arofe,  and  went  out  of  the  8 
cave,  and  cried  after  Saul,  faying :  “  My-lord-king  t”  And  on  Saul’s  looking  be¬ 
hind  him,  David  bowed  himfelf,  with  his  face  inclined  to  the  ground.  Then  to  9 
Saul  David  faid :  “  Why  lifteneft  thou  to  the  words  of  men,  who  fay ;  ‘  Lo  \ 

M  David  feeketh  to  hurt  thee?’  Lo  !  this  day  thine  own  eyes  fee,  how  the  Lord  10 
M  had  delivered  thee  into  mine  hands,  in  the  cave;  when  fbme  advifed  me  to  kill 
“  thee :  yet  l  fpared  thee,  and  faid :  *  I  will  not  put  forth  mine  hand  againft 
41  my  lord  ;.  becaufe  he  is  the  Lord’s  anointed.*  Behold,  my  father,  behold  in  n 
u  mine  hand,  the  fkirt  of  thy  mantle  ;  and,  hence,  know  and  fee,  that,  fince  I  only 
rt  cut  off  the  fkirt  of  thy  mantle,  and  killed  thee  not,  I  have  no  evil,  rebellious  in- 
u  tentions  againft  thee.  Againft  thee,  indeed,  1  have  never  finned :  yet  thou 
u  hunteft  me,  to  take  my  life  l  May  the  Lord  he  judge  between  me  and  thee,  12 
and  take  my  part  againft  thee:  for  mine  own  hand  fhall  never  touch  thee:  as  13 
**  the  old  faying  is:  ‘From  the  wicked  let  wickednefs  proceed;  but  mine  hand 
u  fhall  not  touch  thee.’— After  whom  is  the  king  of  Ifrael  come  out  ?  whom  pur-  14 
u  filed  thou  ?  a  dead  dog  !  a  fingle  flea  1  May  the  Lord,  then,  be  judge,  and  de-  15 
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“  cide  between  me  and  thee;  and  fee,  and  fupport  my  caufe,  and  defend  me  from 

16  w  thy  power,”  As  foon‘  as  David  had  made  an  end  of  fpeaking  thofe  words  to 
Saul ;  Saul  faid :  w  Is  not  this  thy  voice,  my  fon  David !”  and  Saul  wept  aloud, 

17  and  faid  to  David  :  “  Thou  art  more  juft  than  I ;  for  the  evil,  which  I  have  done 

18  “to  thee,  thou  haft  repaid  with  good.  Thou  haft,  this  day,  (hewn  how  well  thou 
“  art  difpofed  toward  me ;  when,  although  the  Loro  had  delivered  me  into  thine 

19  u  hands,  yet  thou  kiliedft  me  not.  For,  if  a  man  find  his  enemy,  will  he  let  him 
“  go,  well,  away  ?  May  the  Lord,  then,  repay  thee  the  good  office  which  thou 

90  “  haft  this  day  done  to  me  \  And,  lo !  now,  I  know  well,  that  thou  wilt  certainly 
ai  u  be  king  ;  *  and  that  in  thy  hand  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  will  be  eftablilhed;  fwear 
M  to  me,  therefore,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  that  thou  wilt  not  cut  off  my 
2z  "  pofterity,  nor  blot  out  my  name  firom  ray  father’s  houfe.”— And  David  fwore 
to  Saul :  and  Saul  returned  home :  but  David  and  his  men  went  back  to  the  ftrong 
holds. 

§  19.  The  Death  of  Samuel  \  and  David* s  Quarrel  with  Nabal 


i  ABOUT  tins  time  Samuel  died;  when  all  the  Iiraelites  affembled,  and  mourned 
for  him ;  and  buried  him  in  his  own  houfe,  at  Rama.— On  this,  David  fet  out,  and 
went  to  the  wildemefs  of  ||  Pharan. 

z  Now  there  was  a  man  who  lived  in  Maon  ;  but  whofe  principal  pofleffions  were 
at  Carmel.  The  man  was  very  rich :  he  had  three  thoufand  fheep,  and  a  thou- 

3  fand  goats:  and  he  was  then  {hearing  his  fheep,  at  Carmel.  The  name  of  this 
man  was  Nabal ;  and  the  name  of  his  wife  was  Abigail  She  was  a  woman  of  great 
prudence,  and  beautiful  afped :  but  the  hufband  was  a  churlifh,  ill-mannered,  dog- 

4  gi£h  man.  Now  David  had  heard,  in  the  wildemefs,  that  Nabal  was  {hearing  his 

5  fheep.  So  David  fent  out  ten  young  men,  to  whom  he  laid  :  u  Go  up  to  Carmel ; 

6  “  and  when  ye  come  to  Nabal,  falute  him  in  my  name ;  and  fay  thus :  *  Profperity, 

7  w  through  life,  to  thee  and  to  thy  houfe,  and  to  all  that  belongeth  to  thee !  I  have 
“juft  now  heard,  that  thou  haft  thy  fhearing-feaft.  Now  thy  fhepherds,  while 
«*  they  were  in  our  neighbourhood,  we  never  annoyed ;  nor  was  there  aught 

8  u  miffing  to  them,  all  the  time  they  were  in  Carmel  (afk  thy  young  men,  and  they 
u  will  tell  thee  Jo) ;  let  then  my  young  men  find  favour  in  thine  eyes  (for  at  a  good 
“  time  we  come);  and  give,  I  pray  thee,  to  thy  fervants  and  to  thy  fon  David, 

9  “  whatever  thou  canft  conveniently  fpare.”  David’s  young  men  went,  and  fpoke 
to  Nabal,  in  the  name  of  David,  all  thofe  words.  But  when  they  had  ceafed, 

10  Nabal  anfwered  David’s  fervants,  and  faid;  M  Who  is  David  ?  and  who  is  the  fon 
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a  of  Ilhai  ?  Ia  thefe  days  many  fervants  break  ioofe  from  their  mailers !  Shall  I,  1 t 
u  then,  take  my  bread,  and  my  jj  water,  and  the  flefh  which  I  have  killed  for  my 
44  lhearers  ;  and  give  them  to  men,  who,  whence  they  are,  I  know  not?”  On  this,  12 
Davids  young  men  turned  away  and  went  back,  and  came  and  told  him  all  thofe 
words.  Then  David  laid  to  his  men:  u  Gird  on,  every  man  his  fword:”  and  they  13 
girded  on,  every  man  his  fword ;  and  David  alfo  girded  on  his  own  fword. 
About  four  hundred  men  accompanied  David  *  while  two  hundred  remained  with 
the  baggage. 

Now  one  of  NabaVs  young  men  had  told  Abigail,  Nabal’s  wife,  laying :  44  Lo !  14 
44  David  Tent  meflengers  out  of  the  wildernds  to  falute  our  mafter;  but  he  behaved 
w  harfhly  to  them.  Yet,  to  us,  thofe  men  had  been  very  good:  we  fuffered  no  15 
44  harm,  nor  milled  we  any  thing,  all  the  time  we  were  converfant  with  them, 

“  while  we  were  in  the  fields.  They  were  a  wall  to  us  both  by  night  and  by  day,  16 
w  all  the  time  we  were  by  them,  tending  the  flocks.  So,  therefore,  confider  and  iy 
a  fee  what  thou  art  to  do :  for  evil  is  determined  againft  our  mafter,  and  again  ft  all 
44  his  houfehold.  As  for  him,  he  is  too  violent  a  man  to  be  fpoken  to.”  On  this,  18 
Abigail  made  hafte,  and  took  two  hundred  loaves  of  bread,  two  fkins  of  wine,  five 
Iheep  ready  dreffed,  five  feahs  of  parched  com,  an  hundred  bunches  of  dried 
grapes,  and  two  hundred  chillers  of  figs:  hll  which  being  laid  upon  afTes,  lhe  19 
laid  to  her  young  men :  “  Go  ye  on  before  me :  lo  I  come  after  you but  fhe 
told  nothing  of  all  this  to  her  hufband  Nabal.  She  was  now,  mounted  on  her  afs,  20 
coming  forward  through  the  covert  of  a  hill,  when  lo  l  (he  was  unexpe&edly  met 
by  David  and  his  men,  coming  down  on  the  oppoftiejide !  Now  David  had  laid  :  ai 
44  In  vain,  truly,  have  I  guarded  all  which  that  man  hath  in  the  wildernefs,  fo  that 
44  nothing  belonging  to  him  hath  been  miffing ;  if  he  thus  repay  me  evil  for  good ! 

4t  may  God  do'fo  and  fo,  nay  more  than  that,  to  |[  David;  if,  by  to-morrow’s  22 
44  dawn,  I  have  left  of  all  that  belong  to  him  even  a  fingle  dog.”— But  Abigail,  on  23 
feeing  David,  made  hafte  and  alighted  from  her  afs,  and  fell  proftrate  before  David, 
with  her  face  to  the  ground.  She  then  laid  hold  of  his  feet*  and  laid :  44  On  me,  24 
“  my  lord,  be  the  blame !  let  thine  Handmaid,  I  pray  thee,  but  fpeak  in  thine 
44  ears ;  and  liften  to  the  words  of  thine  handmaid.  Let  not  my  lord  regard  25 
“  that  lawlefs  man  Nabal,  whofe  name  is  fo  fuitable ;  for  Nabal  [fW]  is  his  name, 

44  and  a  fool  he  is :  but  I,  thine  handmaid,  faw  not  my  lord’s  young  men,  whom 
44  thou  fenteft.  As  the  Lord  then  liveth,  and  as  thyfelf  liveft ;  it  is  the  Lord  26 
41  who  withholdeth  thee  from  coming  'to  Ihed  blood,  and  from  avenging  thyfelf 
“  with  thine  own  hands.  Be  as  rrfgwficpnt  as  Nabal  all  my  lord’s  enemies,  and 
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“  thofe  who  wifli  evil  to  thee.  And  now,  let  this  prefent,  which  thine  handmaid 
44  hath  brought,  be  given  to  the  young-men,  who  follow  ihy  lord.  Forgive  then, 
44  I  pray  thee,  this  temerity  of  thine  handmaid.  When  the  Lord  fhali  have  fully 
44  and  firmly  eftablilhed  thine  houfe,  and  thou  fhalt  have  to  fight  the  Lord's  bat* 
41  ties,  may  no  evil  ever  befaU  thee ;  and  fhould  any  man  rife  up  to  perfecute  thee 
w  and  feek  thy  life,  may  the  life  of  my  lord  be  bound  up,  with  the  Lord  thy 
41  God,  in  the  bundle  of  life;  but  let  the  lives  of  thine  enemies  be  flung  out,  as  if 
i(  were,  from  the  middle  of  a  fling.  When  the  Lord,  I  fay,  fhali  have  done  to 
“  my  lord,  all  the  good  that  he  hath  fpoken  concerning  him  ;  then  fhali  my  lord 
44  have  no  remorfe  or  trouble  of  mind  ;  either  for  having  fhed  innocent  blood,  or 
44  avenging  himfelf  with  his  own  hands. — When  the  Lord  fhali  have  thus  favoured 
4<  thee,  thou  wilt  remember  tbefe  sfo ords  of  thine  handmaid.” 

Then  David  faid  to  Abigail ;  “  Blefled  be  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael ;  who, 
44  this  day,  fent  thee  to  meet  me.  Blefled,  too,  be  thy  prudence,  and  blefled  thy- 
44  felfj  who  haft,  this  day,  kept  me  from  coming  to  fhed  blood,  and  from  avenging 
44  myfelfwitli  mine  own  hands.  For  truly,  as  liveth  the  Lord,  the  Gob  of 
44  Ifrael  (who  hath  withholdefl  me  from  hurting  thee),  unlefs  thou  hadft  fo  fpeedily 
44  come  to  meet  me,  afluredly  there  would  not,  by  to-morrow’s  dawn,  have  been 
“  left  to  Nabal  fo  much  as  a  dog,” — David  then  accepted  from  her  what  fhe  had 
brought  to  him;  and  faid  to  her:  44  Return,  in  peace,  to  thine  own  houfe :  See  1 
I  have  liftened  to  thy  voice,  and  gracioufly  received  thee.” 

When.  Abigail  came  back  to  Nabal ;  lo!  he  was  holding  a  feaft  in  his  houfej  like 
the  feaft  of  a  king :  and  Nabal’s  heart  was  elevated  ;  for  he  was  very  drunk:  where¬ 
fore,  fhe  told  him  nothing,  iefs  or  more,  until  next  morning.  But  when  the  morning 
came,  Nahal’s  wine  being  exhaled,  bis  wife  told  him  all  that  had  happened;  on 
which  his  heart  died  away  within  him,  and  he  became  as  Jlupid  as  a  ftone ;  and, 
about  ten  days  after,  he  died,  fmittcn  by  the  Lord. 

When  David  heard  that  Nabal  was  dead,  he  laid :  44  Blefled  be  the  Lord,  who 
44  hath  avenged  me  of  the  affront  received  from  Nabal,  arid  withholden  his  fervant 
44  from  evil ;  the  wickednefs  of  Nabal  the  Lord  hath  returned  upon  his  own  head.” 
—David  then  fent  to  treat  with  Abigail,  about  taking  her  for  a  wife  to  htmfelf. 
When  David's  fervants  came  unto  Carmel,  to  Abigail,  they  fpoke  to  her,  faying ; 
«  David  hath  fent  us  to  thee,  to  take  thee  for  a  wife  to  him.”  She  arofe  and 
bowed  herfelf,  with  her  face  to  the  ground,  and  faid ;  44  Lo !  let  thine  handmaid 
44  be  a  waiting-woman  to  wafh  the  feet  of  my  lord’s  fervants.”— Abigail  then  made 
bafte  and  fet  out,  riding  on  an  afs,  aijid  accompanied  by  five  of  her  own  damfels ; 
and,  following  the  meflengers  of  David,  fhe  became  his  wife.  Ahinoam,  of  Jezreel, 
David  alfo  took  for  a  wife ;  fo  both  thefe  were  at  the  fame  time  wives  to  David : 
for  Saul  had  taken  his  daughter  Michal,  David’s  former  wife ;  and  given  her  to 
Fhaltiel  the  fon  of  Laifh,  who  was  of  Galim. 
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§  20.  Saul  again  perfecuteth  David%  and  is  again  reconciled  to  btm7  See. 

AGAIN  the  Ziphites  came  unto  Gibea,  to  Saul,  faying;  "David  concealeth  r 
**  himfelf  *f  amongft  us  |  in  the  hill  of  ||  Hachik,  by  Jefhinion.”  Then  Saul  let  2 
out,  and  went  to  the  wildemefs  o£  Ziph,  having  with  him  three  thoufand  chofen 
Ifraelites,  to  fearch  for  David  in  the  wildernefs  of  Ziph j  and  encamped  on  the  hill  3 
of  Hachik,  which  is  by  Jefhlmon.  Now  David  then  abode  in  the  wildernefs ;  and 
when  he  faw  that  Saul  was  dome  to  the  wildernefs  (for  David  had  fent  out  fpies,  4 
and  underftood  that  Saul  was  really  come),  he  moved,  and  went  toward  the  place  5 
where  Saul  was  encamped*  And  David  having  obferved  the  place  where  Saul,  and 
Abner  the  fon  of  Ner,  the  captain  of  his  hoft,  lay  (Saul  lay  in  the  waggon-path,  the 
people  being  encamped  around  him) ;  he  addrefled  himfelf  to  Ahiraetech,  a  Hethite,  6 
and  to  Abifhai  Ben-Zeruia,  Joab’a  brother,  faying  ;  “  Which  of  you  will  go  down 
w  with  me  unto  the  camp,  to  Saul?”  And  Abilhai  faid:  “  I  will  go  down  with 
u  thee.”  So  David  and  Abilhai  went,  by  night,  to  the  people  ;  when,  lo  i  Saul  7 
lay  fleeping  in  the  waggon-path,  his  Ipear  being  ftuck  in  the  ground,  at  his  head ; 
and  Abner  and  the  people  lay  round  about  him.  Then  faid  Abilhai  to  David ;  8 

“  God  hath  this  day  delivered  thine  enemy  into  thine  hands :  now,  therefore,  let 
M  me,  I  pray  thee,  with  one  ftroke  of  the  fpear  fmite  him,  to  the  ground :  I  lhall 
u  not  need  to  fmite  him  a  fecond  time.”  But  David  laid  to  Abilhai :  “  Deftroy  him  9 
u  not :  for  who  can,  without  guilt,  ftretch  forth  his  hand  againft  the  Lord’s 
w  anointed  ?’*  Further  faid  David:  “  As  the  Lord  liveth,  either  the  Lord  lhall  10 
w  fmite  him,  or  his  day  to  die  lhall  come,  or  he  lhall  go  to  battle  and  be  killed — but 
“  the  Lord  keep  me  from  ftretching  forth  mine  hand  againft  the  Lord’s  anointed!  11 
“  Do  thou  only  now,  I  pray  thee,  take  the  fpear  that  is  at  his  head,  and  that  jug  of 
M  water,  and  let  us  be  gone.”  So  David  took,  from  befide  Saul’s  head,  the  fpear  12 
and  water-jug  ;  and  they  went  off,  without  any  one’s  feeing,  kno  wing,  or  awaking : 
for  a  dead  deep  from  the  Lord  had  fallen  upon  them  alL 

Then  David  paffed  over,  and  flood  on  the  top  of  a  diftant  hill  (a  great  fpace  13 
being  between  them)  j  and  cried  to  the  people  of  Saul  and  to  Abner^the  fon  of  Ner,  14 
faying ;  11  Wilt  thou  not  anfwtr  ?  Abner  l*  Abner  anfwered,  and  faid :  M  Who  art 
u  thou,,  who  crieft  thus  to  difur b  the  king?”  Then  David,  faid  to  Abifer :  “  Art  15 
w  not  thou  a  man*  who  haft  not  thy  like  in  Ilrael  ?  why  then  didft  thou  not  better 
w  guard  thy  mafter,  the  king  ?  when  there  came  one  of  the  people  to  deftroy  the 
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t6  “  king,  tliy  matter !  What  thou  haft  done  is  not  light :  as  the  Loud  liveth,  ye  are 
**  all  worthy  of  death,  becaufe  ye  have  not  guarded  your  matter,  the.  Loud’s 
w  anointed.  And,  now  loot !  where  is  the  king’s  fpear,  and  Jug  of  water,  which 

17  u  were  by  his  head  ?”  Saul  knew  David’s  voice,  and  faid ;  w  Is  it  thy  voice,  my 

18  “  fon  David?”  David  anfwered :  “My  voice,  my  lord-king!  why  (added  he) 
M  fhould  my  lord  thus  perfeeute  his  fervant  ?  what  have  I  done  ?  what  crime  have 

19  “  I  committed  ?  Let  then,  I  pray  thee,  my  lord-king  liften  to  the  words  of  his 
u  fervant ;  if  it  be  the  Lord  who  excited  thee  againft  me,  let  a  donative  appeafe 
u  him ;  but  if  they  be  mortal  men  who  excite  tbee ,  be  they  accurfed  before  the 
w  Lord  ;  fince  they  now  compel  me  to  tear  myfelf  from  the  Lord’s  inheritance 

20  “  and fern  to  fay:  *  Go,  ferve  other  gods  l1 — Let  not,  then,  for  the  Lord’s  lake, 
“  my  blood  fall  to  the  earth.  The  king  of  Ifrael  is  come  out  in  fearch  of  afingle 

m  “  flea ;  as  if  he  were  purfuing  a  partridge  among  the  mountains  1” — Saul  then  laid: 
“  I  have  finned :  return,  my  fon  David  l  I  will  do  thee  no  more  harm  ;  fince  my 
“  life  hath,  this  day,  been  precious  in  thine  eyes :  I  have,  plainly,  a&ed  foolilhly, 

22  w  and  committed  a  very  great  error.”  David  answered,  and  faid  :  **  Lo  !  here  is 

23  w  the  king’s  fpear :  let  one  of  the  young  men  come  over,  and  fetch  it.  May  the 
“  Lord  render  to  every  man,  according  to  his  integrity  and  honefty!  for  although 
rt  the  Lord,  this  day,  delivered  thee  into  mine  hands,  yet  I  would  not  ftretch 

44  w  forth  mine  hand  againft  the  Lord’s  anointed  ;  lo  1  then,  ae  thy  life  was,  this  day, 
a  of  great  account  in  mine  eyes ;  fo  may  my  life  be  of  account  in  the  eyes  of 

25  “  the  Lord  ;  and  may  he  deliver  me  from  all  diftrefs !” — Then  Saul  faid  to  David ; 
u  Blefled  art  thou,  my  fon  David !  whatever  thou  lhalt  undertake  to  do,  thou  wilt, 
**  be  able  to  accomplilh,” — Here  David  went  his  own  way ;  and  Saul  returned 
home. 

1  David,  now,  faid  to  himfelf :  “  I  (hall,  one  day,  perilh  by  the  hand  of  Saul:  I 
w  can  do  nothing  better  than  fpeedily  to  take  refuge  in  the  land  of  the  PhUiftmes: 
“  for,  then,  Saul  will  give  over  fearching  for  me  any  more,  in  any  of  the  diftri&s 

2  u  of  Ifrael :  thus  lhall  I  avoid  falling  into  his  hands,” — So  David  fet  out ;  and,  vrith 
the  fix  hundred  men  who  attended  him,  patted  over  to  Achilh  Ben-Maoch,  king  of 

3  Gath.  And  David  abode  with  Achilh  at  Gath ;  both  himfelf  and  his  men ;  each 
man  with  his  family.  David  had  allb  with  him  his  two  wives,  Ahinoam  of  Jezreel, 

4  and  Abigail  of  Carmel,  the  late  wife  of  Nabal. — When  it  was  told  to  Saul,  that 
David  had  fled  to  Gath,  he  fought  no  more  after  him. 

5  David  faid  to  Achilh  :  “  If  I  have  found  favour  in  thine  eyes,  let  a  place  in  fome 
u  country-town  be  afEgned  to  me,  that  there  I  may  refide  :  for  why  lhould  thy 

6  K  fervant  refide  with  thee,  in  the  royal  city?”  So  Achilh,  that  day,  gave  him 
Ziklag :  hence,  Ziklag,  unto  this  day,  belongeth  to  the  kings  of  Judah. 

7  Now,  during  the  time  that  David  refided  in  the  country  of  the  Philiftines  (which 

g  was  a  year  and  four  months),  heand  his  men  went  and  invadedthe  Gdhurites,and  the 
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Gezerites,  and  the  Amalekites ;  for  theife  were  formerly  the  inhabitants  of  that  land, 
which  Heth  the  way  of  Shur,  as  far  as  Egypt.  Tbt  inhabitants  of  that  land  David  9 
fmote  j  leaving  alive  neither  man,  nor  woman;  but  the  flocks,  and  the  herds,  and  afles, 
and  the  camels,  and  the  apparel  he  took  away.  When  he  returned,  and  came  to 
Achiih,  Achifli  faid :  “Where,  now,  haft  thou  been  making  an  irruption?”  David  10 
anfwered :  “  On  the  fouth  of  Judah,  and  on  the  fouth  of  the  Jerahmelites,  and  on 
“  the  fouth  of  the  Kenites.”  For  David  had  faved  alive  neither  man  nor  woman,  11 
to  bring  the  news  to  Gath ;  **  left,”  faid  he,  “  they  fhould  inform  on  us,  faying  t 
So,  and  fo,  did  David.*  ” — Such  was  his  manner  of  acting  all  the  while  he  refided 
in  the  country  of  the  Philiftines.  Hence  Achiih  trufted  David,  faying ;  “  He  hath  12 
“  made  himfelffa  hateful  to  his  own  people  the  Ifraelites ;  that  he  muft  now  be, 

“  for  ever,  my  fervant.”  iSo  when,  in  thofe  days,  the  Philiftines  aflembled  their  j 
hofts  for  war,  to  fight  againft  the  Ifraelites,  Achiih  faid  to  David :  “  Know,  for  cer- 
u  tain,  that  thou  {halt  go  out  with  me  to  battle;  thou  and  thy  men.”  David  faid  2 
to  Achifh :  rt  Thou  (halt,  as  furely,  fee  what  thy  fervant  will  do.”  44  Indeed,”  replied 
Achiih,  “  I  could  make  thee  for  ever  the  guardian  of  mine  own  head.” 

§  a  I.  Saul)  afraid  of  the  PhUtftm£sy  confultstbe  Necromancer  of  Endor,  &c. 

SAMUEL  had  been  feme  time  dead ;  and  all  the  Ifraelites  had  mourned  for  him,  3 
and  had  buried  him  in  Rama,  his  own  city;  and  Saul  had  expelled  from  the  country 
the  necromancers  and  footh-fayers ;  when  the  Philiftines,'  aflembling,  came  and  4 
encamped  at  Shunem.  Saul  alfo  had  aflembled  all  the  Ifraelites,  who  were  encamped 
at  Gilboa,  But  when  Saul  faw  the  hoft  of  the  Philiftines,  he  was  afraid,  and  very  5 
much  difheartened ;  for,  when  he  confulted  the  Lord,  the  Lord  gave  him  no  6 
anfwer ;  either  by  dreams,  or  by  the  urini,  or  by  prophets.  Saul,  therefore,  faid  7 
to  his  fervants;  u  Seek  out,  for  me,  a  woman  fkilful  in  necromancy,  that  I  may  go 
U  and  confult  her.”  His  fervants  faid  to  him :  “  Lo !  there  is  a  woman,  lkilful  in 
“  necromancy,  at  Endor,”  Saul  then  difguifed  bimfelf,  and  put  on  other  garments,  8 
and  went  accompanied  by  two  men,  and  came  by  night  to  the  woman  ;  to  whom 
he  faid;  “  Exert, "thy.  fkill  in  necromancy,  and  bring  up  to  me  the  perfen  whom  I 
w  fhall  name  to  thee.”  The  woman  faid  to  him :  “  Lb!  thou  knoweft  what  Saul  9 
14  hath  done  ;  how  he  hath  extirpated  out  of  the  land  both  necromancers  and  footh- 
w  fayers :  why  then  layeft  thou  a  fnare  for  my  life,  to  caufe  me  to  be  put  to  death?” 

But  Saul  fwore  to  her  by  the  Lord,  faying  :  “  As  the  Lord  liveth,  no  puniih-  10 
“  ment fhall, for  this  matter,  happen  to  thee.v  The  woman  then  (aid;  “  Whom  n 
u  fhall  I  bring  up  to  thee  ?**  “  Bring  up  to  me  Samuel;”  faid  he.  But  when  the  iz 

EXPLANATORY  WOT  I. 

Ch.  XXTUJ.  vcr.  6.  By  the  «rh«,  The  nrlm  was  not  there  i  Abiathar  had  carried  it  with  him  to  DstkL  He  could 
twt  therefore  confult  it)  aodao  other  occafional  rcCcruice,  it  fee  ms,  had  occurred.  Comp,  v,  jj, 
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woman fkw  Samuel,  flie  cried  out  with  aloud  voice,  and  faid  to  Saul ;  “Why haft 

13  “thou  deceived  me?  thou  art  Saul l”  The  king  faid  to  her:  “  Be  not  afraid: 
“  what  feeft  thou  ?”  The  woman  anfwered  Saul ;  **  I  fee  a  go A^Uke  figure  aJcend- 

14  “  ing  out  of  the  earth  ”  “  What  appearance  hath  he  ?”  faid  Saul.  w  An  old  man 
“  cometh  up,’*  faid  fhe,  “  covered  with  a  mantle.** — Saul  now  perceived,  that  it 

15  was  Samuel;  and  bowed  himfelf,  with  his  face  to  the  earth*  Then  Samuel  faid  to 
Saul :  “  Why  haft  thou  difturbed  me,  by  bringing  me  up  thus  ?n  Saul  anfwered : 
“  I  am  in  great  diftrefs :  for  the  Philiftines  are  at  war  with  me  ;  and  God  hath 
“  forfaken  me ;  for  he  giveth  me  no  anfwer,  either  by  dreams  or  by  prophets :  I 
“  have,  therefore,  called  thee  up,  that  thou  mayeft  make  known  to  me,  what  I 

16  “  muft  do.^*  '  Samuel  anfwered ;  “  And  why  coufulteft  thou  me  ;  feeing  the  Lord 

17  “  hath  forfaken  thee,  and  is  j|  with  thy  rival  ?  j  The  Lord  doth  to  |)  thee,  what 
“  by  me  he  fpoke :  out  of  thine  hands  the  Lord  fnatcheth  thy  kingdom,  and 

18  “  giveth.  it  to  thy  rival,  David;  Becaufe  thou  difobeyedft  the  command  of  the 
“  Lord,  by  not  executing  his  fierce  wrath  upon  the  Amalekites ;  therefore  the 

j9  “  Lord,  this  day,  thus  treateth  thee.  Moreover,  the  Lord  will  deliver  into 
“  the  hands  of  the •  Philiftmes  the  Ifraelites  who  are  with  thee;  and,  to-morrow, 
“  thou  and  thy  fons  £hall  be  with  me :  further,  the  Lord  will  deliver  the  camp 

io  «  of  the  Ifraelites  into,  the  hands  of  the  Philiftines.” — On  this,  Saul  fell  fud- 
denly,  his  whole  length,  to  the  ground:  fo  greatly  was  he  terrified  by  the  words 
of  Samuel.  Befides.,  there  was  no  ftrength  in  him ;  for  he  had  eaten  nothing  all 

21  that  day,  and  the  preceding  night.  The  woman  now  came  to  Saul ;  and,  feeing 
that  he  was  greatly  agitated,  laid  to  him  :  “  Lo !  thine  handmaid  hath  liftened  to 
“  thy  voice ;  I  have  even  hazarded  my  life,  by  liftening  to  the  words  which  thou 

22  “  fpokeft  to  me;  now,  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  liften  thou  to  the  voice  of  thine 
“  handmaid ;  and  let  me  fet  before  thee  a  morfel  of  bread ;  that,  eating  it,  thou 

13  “  mayeft  have  ftrength  to  make  out  thy  journey,”  But  he  refufed,  and  laid :  “  I 
“  will  not  eat."  His  fervants,  however,  as  well  as  the  woman,  urging  him,  he 

24  liftened  to  their  voice,  arofe,from  the  ground,  and  fat  down  upon  a  bed*  Now  the 
woman  had  in  her  houfe  a  fat  calf ;  which  Ihe  immediately  killed :  flour,  alfo,  fhe 
took  and  kneaded;  and  baked  of  it  unleavened  cakes.  Theft  fhe  fet  before  Saul 
and  his  fervants ;  who,  when  they  had  eaten,  arofe  and  went  away,  that  fame  night, 

§  22,  David  is  fufpeded  by  the  Lords  of  the  Philifines,  and  difmijfed  by  Achifb. — 
Ziklag  burned  by  the  Amalekites^  &c. 

1  THE  Philiftines  had  now  aflfembled  all  their  hofts  at  Aphek;  and  the  Ifraelites 

2  were  encamped  by  a  fountain,  in  Jezreel,  But  while  the  lords  of  the  Philiftines 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 
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were  marching  on  to  bank,  with  their  hundreds  and  their  thoufands  j  David  alfo, 
and  his  men,  marched  on  in  the  rear,  with  Achifh  :  when  the  other  lords  of  the  3 
Philiftines  faid :  **  Who  are  thefe,  who  march  along  V *  To  the  lords  of  the  Phi- 
Hftines  Achifli  laid :  “  This  is  T)a vid,  formerly  the  fervant  of  Saul  the  king  of  Ifrael  $ 

“  who  hath  been  with  me,  now,  days  and  years  j  but  in  whom,  from  the  day  of 
w  his  defertion  unto  the  prefent  day,  I  have  found  nothing  blamable.”  But  the  4 
lords  of  the  Philiftines,  foaming  with  rage,  faid  to  him :  w  Send  back  that  man ; 

44  and  let  him  return  to  his  own  place,  which  thou  haft  affigned  to  him  :  let  him 
“  not  go,  with  us,  to  battle  ;  left,  in  the  time  of  battle,  he  become  our  enemy :  for 
“  how  elfe  fhould  he  reconcile  himfelf  to  his  matter,  but  by  the  heads  of  thefe, 

“  our  men  ?  Is  not  this  that  David,  of  whom  the  Hebrew  women  fang,  in  alternate  5 
“  chorus,  faying : 

x.  u  *  Saul  hath  Cain  his  thoufands  l 
a.  u  But  David  his  ten  thoufands  1*  ” 

Then  Achifh  called  David,  and  faid  to  him  ':  u  As  the  Loup  liveth,  thou  haft  6 
w  been  upright  j  and  thy  condudt  in  the  camp  has,  in  mine  eyes,  been  proper :  nor 
41  have  I  found  ought  to  blame  in  thee,  fince  the  day  of  thy  coming  to  me,  unto  this 
**  day yet,  in  the  eyes  of  the  other  lords,  thou  art  not  gracious:  return  therefore  7 
u  peaceably,  that  thou  mayeft  not  offend  the  lords  of  the  PhiliftineB/’  David  faid  8 
to  Achifli ;  “  What,  then,  have  I  done  ?  or  what  haft  thou  found  to  blame  in  thy 
M  fervant,  from  the  day  when  I  firji  prefented  myfelf  to  thee  unto  the  prefent  day  5 
w  that  I  fhould  not  go  and  fight  againft  the  enemies  of  my  lord-king  I"  Achifli  re-  9 
plied,  and  faid  toDavid:  I  confefs  that,  in  mine  eyes,  thou  art  gracious ;  a sgra- 
44  ttous  as  an  angel  of  God  :  but  the  other  lords  of  the  Philiftines  have  faid :  *  Let 
u.  him  not  go  with  us  to  battle  therefore,  do  thou,  and  the  fervants  of  thy  former  10 
44  matter  who  are  with  thee,  arife  to-morrow  at  eariy  dawn  ;  and,  as  foon  as  it  is 
M  light,  be  gone/* — So  David  and  his  men  fet  out,  by  break  of  day,  to  return  to  11 
the  land  of  the  Philiftines 5  while  the  Philiftines  went  on  to  Jezreel 

But  when,  on*  the  third  day,  David  and  his  men  arrived  at  Ziklag  ;  they  found  1 
that  the  Amalekites,  having  made  an  irruption  into  the  fouth  part  of  Judea,  and  to 
Ziklag,  had  fmitten  Ziklag  and  burned  it  with  fire*  But  t  the  men  and  |  the  a 
women,  who  were  in  it,  they  had  taken  captives:  of  thefe  they  had  not  flam  any, 
great  or  fmall,  but  had  taken  them  away  with  them,  and  were  gone.  So,  when  3 
David  and  his  men  arrived  at  Ziklag,  lo !  the  city  had  been  burned  with  fire  }  and 

VARIOUS  READING, 

CH.  XXX.  v.  2*  f  sta.  and  perhaps  equivalently  sep.  See  c.  R. 

XKfLANAYOlY  BOTH. 

Cb.  xxi*.  ver.  3.  IVho  are  thefe  xvho  march  a  hag}  or,  Wbai  deavoared  to  account  for  it  to  C.  1. 

0X1  va  ^  c>  Cb*  ver*  1  •  Had  iaien  laptran  z  to  mate  them 

V.  tL  ^  the  Loan  Sveth  It  farms  rather  ft  range  to  £Lwcb.  Yet  tome  of  the  ancient  tranflatora  mull  have  read 

afld  A  rhuiSrae  {Wearing  by  the  God  of  the  IfratHces  :  hut  differently,  or  badly  rendered :  for  they  make  them  kill  the 
fo  it  u  m  the  tort  and  «a  the  ancient  vcrjkma.  I  have  cu»  men.  Sec  c.  a, 
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their  wives,  and  their  Tons,  and  their  daughters  captived.  On  this,  David,  and  the 
people  who  were  with  him,  raifed  their  voice  and  wept,  until  they  had  no  more 

5  power  to  weep.  Both  David’s  wives  had  been  captived ;  Ahinoam  of  Jezreel,  and 

6  Abigail  {lately  NabaJ’s-  wifej  of  Carmel.  David  was,  now,  in  grfcat  diftr$fc ;  and  the 
people  fpoke  of  ftoning  him  ;  for  the  foul  of  every  erne  of  the  people  was  grieved 
for  his  own  fons,  and  his  own  daughters.  But  David,  confiding  in  the  Lord,  his 

7  God  j  laid  to  Abiathar  Ben-Ahimelech,  the  priell ;  u  Apply,  I  pray  thee,  the  ephod 

9  u  for  me.’*  So  Abiathar  applied  the  ephod,  for  David ;  and  David  confulted  the 
Lord,  faying :  “  Shall  I  purfue  that  horde?  Shall  I  overtake  them?1*  He  was 
anfwered :  w  Purfue :  thou  wilt  certainly  overtake,  and  as  certainly  recover.** 

On  this,  David,  and  the  fix  hundred  men  who  were  with,  him,  went,  and  came 
to  the  torrent  of  Befor;  where  two  hundred  men  Hopped,  and  were  left  behind, 

10  being  too  faint  to  pafs  over  the  torrent  of  Befor :  while  David  himfelf,  and  four 

11  hundred  men,  Hill  purfued.  Thefe,  in  the  fields,  met  with  an  Egyptian,  whom 
\2  they  brought  to  David ;  and  gave  him  bread  to  eat,  and  water  to  drink.  They 

alfo  gave  him  a  piece  of  caked  figs,  and  two  clutters  of  dried  grapes ;  and,  when  he 
had  eaten  thefe,  he  was  revived;  for  he  had  neither  eaten  bread  nor  drunk  water, 

13  for  three  days  and  three  nights. — David  then  faid  to  him :  “  Whofe,  and  whence 
“  art  thou  ?*  He  anfwered  :  u  I  am  a  young  man  of  Egypt,  fervant  to  an  Ama- 

14  M  lekite  :  but  my  matter  left  me  here ,  when  I  became  fick,  three  days  ago.  We 
M  had  made  an  irruption  upoa  the  fouth  parts  of  the  Cherethites,  of  Judah  ajid  of 

*5  "  Chaleb  j  and  Ziklag  we  had  burned  with  fire.”  David  then  faid  to  him :  u  Canft 
a  thou  conduit  me  to  that  horde  ?”  “  Swear  to  me  by  God,”  laid  he,  44  that  thou 
u  wilt  neither  kill  me,  nor  deliver  me  into  the  hands  of  my  matter;'  and  I  will 
*6  u  condud  thee  to  that  horde.’*  f  David  fwore  to  him ;  |  on  which  he  conduded 
him  to  the  Amakhites ;  when,  io  1  thefe  were  fpread  over  the  whole  land ;  eating, 
drinking  and  dancing,  over  all  the  great  booty  which  they  had  brought  out  of  the 
17  land  of  the  Fhiliftifles,  and  out  of  the  land  of  Judah.  Li  this  jituation  David  f  came 
upon  them,  and  |  fmote  them  from  the  morning  twilight  unto  the  evening  of  the 
next  day.  There  efcaped  not  a  man  of  them;  fave  four  hundred  young  men,  who, 

15  mounted  on  camels,  fled.  Thus  David  recovered  all  that  the  Amalekites  had  taken 
19  away:  his  two  wives,  alfo,  David  refcued.  There  was  nothing  miffing,  either 

fmall  or  great ;  fons,  daughters,  booty — nothing,  m  Jhorty  that  had  been  taken  away; 

VARIOUS  READING. 

V.  15.  f  stb-  arab.  vulg.  and  fomc  copies  of  sep.  See  c.  a.— V.  17.  f  sep. 
uplaiitort  votb. 

V.  17.  From  lit  tranuRf  twtfigbt,  &c.  The  teat  u  not  thw  :  j from  the  morning  teoiSgit  to  tit  evening,  end  on  tit 
altogether  found.  1  hare  tallowed  a  reading  which  I  do  morrow.  See  c.  k- 
not  entirely  approve  of.  The  Greek  tranflator  renders 
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David  recovered  all.  And  David*  took  all  the  Bocks  and  herds  of  the  Atjudehtes ;  20 
which  were  driven  before  the  re-captured  prey ;  and  were  called  David’s  booty. 

David  then  went  toward  thofe  two  hundred  men,  who  through  faintnefs  could  21 
not  follow  David  ;  but  had  been  made  to  ftay  at  the  torrent  of  Befor.  Thefe,  now, 
came  forth  to  meet  David  and  the  people  that  were  with  him :  and  when  David  was 
come  nigh  to  tliem,  he  ialuted  them  in  a  friendly  manner.  But  every  evil-minded  12 
and  lawlefe  man,  among  thofe  men  who  had  gone  with  David,  clamoured  and  faid : 

**  Since  thefe  men  went  not  with  us,  we  will  give  them  none  of  the  booty,  that  we 
“  have  recovered;  lave  to  every  one  his  own  wife  and  children:  'thefe  let  them 
“  lead  away,  and  be  gone.”  But  David  faid :  M  Ye  mull  not  do  fo,  ray  brethren,  23 
11  with  that  which  the  Lord  hath  given  us:  Bnce  he  hath  preferred  us,  and  deli- 
u  vered  into  our  hands  the  horde  that  came  again!!  us;  who  can  affent  to  this  24 
w  propoial  of  yours  ?  Nay,  let  the  lhare  of  him,  who  remained  by  the  baggage,  be 
u  the  fame  with  that  of  him,  who  went  out  to  battle;  let  them  ihare  equally/1 
Which  made  of  partition^  from  that  day  forward,  unto  this  day,  became  a  Bated  25 
ufage  in  IfraeL 

When  David  arrived  at  Ziklag,  he  fent  a  part  of  the  booty  to  thofe  elders  of  26 
Judah  who  were  his  friends  j  laying :  w  Here  is  a  prefent  to  you,  out  of  the  fpoils 
41  of  the  enemies  of  the  Lord/*  Such  prefetus  he  fent  to  thofe  that  were  in  Bethel,  27 
and  to  thofe  that  w;ere  in  South-Ramoth,  and  to  thofe  that  were  in  Jathir,  and  to  28 
thofe  that  were  in  Aroer,  and  to  thofe  that  were  in  Shiphmoth,  and  to  thofe  that  29 
were  in  Rachal,  and  to  thofe  that  were  In  Elhthmoa,  and  to  thofe  that  were  in  the 
dries  of  the  Jerahmelites,  and  in  the  cities,  of  the  Kenites,  and  to  thofe  that  were  in  30 
Horroa,  and  to.  thofe  that  were  in  |  Choraffxan,  and  to.  thofe  that  were  in  Athach, 
and  to  thofe' that  were  in  Hebron;  and  to  all  the  other  places,  where  David  and  31 
his  men  were  ufed  to  haunt; 

§  03.  The  Ifraelites  are  defeated  by  the  Philiftines  ;  and  Saul  and  his  Sons  Jam. 

MEANWHILE,  the  Philiftines  had  fought  againft  the  Ifraelites ;  when  the  men  1 
ofjfrari.fled  frc^  befpre  the  PhililHnes,  and  lay  llaughtered  on  Mount-Gilboa, 
And  the  Philiftines  prdTed  hard  upon  Saul  and  upon  his  fons  ;  and  Hew  Jonathan,  a 
Aminadab  and  Malchilhuah,  the  fons  of  Saul.  Againft  Saul  alfo  the  battle  was  3 
hard ;  for  the  bowmen  had  hit  him,  and  by  them  he  was  forely  wounded.  So  Saul  4 
faid  to  his  armour-bearer:  “  Draw  thy  fword,  and  thruft  me  through  with  it;  left 
u  thefe  undrcumcifed  Philiftines  come  and  thruft  me  through,  and  infult  over  me.** 

But  his  armour-bearer  would  not,,  bring  greatly  afraid.  So  Saul  took  the  fword, 

various  reading. 

V.  30.  |{  al.  Borajban r.  See  C.  R. 

98  and 


B&iU  t>f  GiBoa,  Dtatb  X  S  A  U  £  L.  of  Soul avJ  Jfonatlaa* 

5  and  ruflied  upon  it  j  f  and,  the  fword  entering  into  his  belly,  he  died,  j  When  his 
armour-bearer  law  that  Saul  was  dead,  he  too  rulhed  upon  his  fword,  and  died 

6  with  him.  Thus,  Saul  and  his  three  Tons,  and  his  armour-bearer,  and  all  his  men 
died  that  day,  together, 

7  When  the  men  of  Ifirael,  who  lived  on  the  other  fide  of  the  vale  of  Jezreel^  and 
beyond  the  Jordan,  law  that  the  Ifraelites,  who  were  with  Saul ,  had  fled  ;  and  that 
Saul  and  his  three  ions  had  fallen  on  Mount  Gilboa ;  they  too  fled,  deferring  their 
cities ;  and  the  Phiiiftines  came  and  dwelled  in  them, 

8  On  the  morrow  after  the  battle ,  when  the  Phiiiftines  came  to  (trip  the  flain,  and 

9  found  Saul  and  his  three  fons  fallen  on  Mount  Gilboa ;  they  cut  off  his  head  and 
ftripped  him  of  his  armour,  and  feat  meffengers  throughout  the  whole  land  of  die 

10  Phiiiftines,  to  announce  it  at  their  god-houfes,  and  among  the  people*  His  armour 
they  placed  in  the  temple  of  Alhtharoth ;  and  his  body  they  hung  up  by  the 

n  wall  of  Beth-lhean. — But  when  the  inhabitants  of  Jabelh -Gilead  learned  what  the 

la  Phiiiftines  had  done  *to  Saul ;  all  the  valiant  men  let  out,  and,  travelling  all  the 
night,  took  the  body  of  Saul  and  the  bodies  of  his  fons  from  the  wall  of  Beth-lhean, 

13  and  brought  them  to  Jabelh,  and  there  burned  them ;  and  their  bones  they  took 
and  buried  under  a  tamarilk  tree  by  Jabelh ;  and  failed  feven  dajrs. 


VAdlOCi  READING.  „ 

CH.  XXXI.  v,  4.  f  arab.  and  partly  str.  Sec  c.  a. 

nPLASATOIV  KOTS9. 


CTu  xxxi.  fi.  M  hii  mtttf  I.  e.  aH  his  principal  do- 
medics,  Abner,  howero,  efcapcd ;  like  a  prudent  general. 

V.  to.  Hu. body,  See.  Jofephas  %s  it  was  affixed  to  a 
crofe,  by  the  city  wall*;  and  this  is  probable.  The  bodies 
of  his  tons  were  douhtlefe  treated  in  Ute  feme  manner.  See 
v.  is.  and  z  Sam.  *  1.  ta» 

V.  1 1.  The  inbabilatUt  tf  JdUJh-Gikad,  Sec.  Thris  were 
probably  thofc  Benjamimtcs  mentioned  in  lodges  si.  who 
re-peopled  Jabeft-Gifead  from  the  wires  they  had  thence. 
They  were  therefore  of  Saul’s  own  tribe.  Brides,  to  him 
they  owed  their  deliverance  from  the  Ammonites.  Scrc.li. 


V.  is.  And  \h*re  horned  ihaa,  If  they  burned  the  bodies, 
how,  afterward,  were  the  bone#  buned?  The  Hebrew 
word  which  we  render  bt^tted^  mesas  more  properly  ,  to 
forth  than  con  fame.  P«h*p9,  they  waited  until  the  fan 
had  dried  up  the  fiefh  and  exhaled  the  fcneh}  and 
buried  the  bodyr  which  might  properly  then  be  called 
boon.  Others  think  that  by  hurnhtg  be  re  meant  poly 

burning  eremotkt  00  them.— I  think  the  word  rendered 
kmti  might  bear  to  be  traaikted  the  rwwtfe/,  or  burned 
fubftaace ;  which  they  might  put  into  an  ura,  But  fee  c.  x. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  BOOK  OF  SAMUEL. 


THE  SECOND  BOOK  OF 

SAMUEL, 

OTHERWISE  CALLED 

THE  SECOND  BOOK  OF  KINGS . 


SauPr  Death  II  SAMUEL.  I.  atmonnud  to  David, 

§  1*  David >  informed  of  the  Death  of  Saul  and  Jonathan?  maketh  a  beautiful  Elegy 

on  them. 

AFTER  the' death  of  Saul,  and  after  David's  return  from  the  {laughter  of  1 
the  Amalekites,  David  had  abode  two  days  at  Ziklag ;  when,  lo !  on  the  2 
third  day,  arrived  a  man  from  Saul's  camp,  with  his  clothes  rent,  and  with  earth 
upon  his  head :  who,  as  foon  as  he  came  to  David,  fell  down  and  made  obei&nce. 
David  faid  to  him ;  “  Whence  comeft  thou  V*  He  anfwered :  “  I  have  efcaped  3 
“  from  the  camp  of  the  Ifraelites.”  **  Tell  me,  I  pray  thee,"  faid  David,  “  how  4 
“  matters  went  ?”  He  anfwered  :  u  The  people  fied  from  the  battle ;  and  many 
u  of  them  lie  dead  5  and  Saul  and  his  fon  Jonathan  are  dead  alfb.”  M  But,"  faid  5 
David  to  the  young  man  who  told  him  this,  u  how  khowefl  thou,  that  Saul  and 
M  his  fon  Jonathan  are  dead  ?”  The  young  man,  the  informant,  faid :  “  As  I  hap-  6 
u  pened,  by  chance,  to  be  on  Mount  Gilboa;  lo!  Saul  was  leaning  on  his  fpear; 

“  and  lo !  'the  charioteers  and  hoifemen  were  clofely  purfuing  him*;  when,  looking  7 
“  about,  he  faw  me  and  called  to  me :  and  I  anfwered :  ‘  Here  I  am.'  He  then  8 
M  laid  to  me  :  *  Who  art  thou  ?*  1  anfwered  him:  *  An  Amalekite/  Again,  he  faid  9 
“  to  me:  cStop,  I  pray  thee,  and  flay  me;  for  I  am  already  fo  convulfed,  that  life 
tt  hardly  remaineth  in  me.*  So  I  flopped,  and  flew  him,  becaufe  I  was.  Aire  he  could  10 
“  not  live  after  what  had  befallen  him,  1  then  took  the  diadem  that  was  upon  his 
“  head,  and  the  bracelet  that  was  on  his  arm  5 '  and  have  brought  them  hither  to  my 

ISFIrABlTOtr  Sot  i  t, 

Ch.i.  VCT.  6.  This  ftory  fee  ms  to  have  been  invented  by  htt,  by  a  fniall  eonjedural  emendation  (the  charge  of  a 
the  Amalchite,  to  pay  his  conit  to  David.  Comp,  i  Sam.  fingfe  letter),  on  the  true  meaning  of  this  paflage.  The 
31.  4*  5.  prefent  test  appear*  to  me  iinintelltgibfe.  See  c.  a. 

V.  9.  /  am  already  Jo  coamlfcdt  gcc.  I  believe  I  have 

IOO 


«  lord,'1 


David* t  Elegy  m 


Said  and  Jonathon. 


II  SAMUE  L.  II. 

fi  u  lord,'31 — On  this,  David  laid  hold  of  his  own garment*  dad  rent  thorn ;  as  did  all 

12  thofe  who  were  with  him :  and  they  mourned,  and  wept,  and  &fted  until  even,  for 
Saul  and  for  his  fon  Jonathan,  and  for  the  people  of  the  Lord,  the  hetrie  of  Ilxael ; 

13  becaufe  they  had  fallen  by  the  fword. — To  the  young  man,  who  had  told  him  the 
tidings,  David  again  faid ;  *  Whence  art  thou  F*  He  anfwered :  “lama  ftranger, 

14  41  an  Amalekite.”  David  faid  to  him :  u  'Waft  thou  not  afraid  to  fa-etch  forth  thine 

15  w  hand,  to  deftroy  the  anointed  of  the  Lord  F*  David  then  called  to  one  of  his 
young  men,  and  faid  to  him;  “  Go  and  difpatch  him.**.  So  the  young  man  fmote 

16  him  to  death ;  when  David  laid :  “  Thy  blood  lie  on  thine  own  hdtd :  for  thine 
“  own  mouth  hath  witnefled  againft  thee,  faying:  4  I  flew  the  anointed  of  the 
“  Lord.”* 

17  Now  David  lamented  over  Saul  and  over  Jonathan,  with  the  following lamen- 

18  tation:  the  meaiure  of  which  he  ordered  to  be  taught  to  the  children  of  Judah* 
Lo !  it  is  written  in  the  Book  of  Jafher, 

Ig  “  O  antelope  of  Ifraell 

“  Pierced  on  thine  own  mountains !; 
u  Ah  !  how  have  fallen  the  brave  ! 
so  44  Tell  it  not  in  Gath  ; 

41  Publifh  it  not  in  the  faeets  of  Afhkelon : 

44  Left  the  daughters  of  the  Philiftines  rejoice ! 

44  Left  the  daughters  of  the  uncircumcifed  exult ! 
st  44  Ye  mountains  of  Gilboa  \ 

44  On  you  be  neither  dew  nor  rain  ; 

“  Nor  fields  affording  oblations : 

M  Since,  there,  hath  been  vilely  caft  away 
w  The  fhield  of  the  brave !  the  fhield  of  Saul  1 
41  The  armour  of  the  anointed  with  oil ! 

±2  w  From  tbe  blood  of  the  bold, 

u  From  the  havock  of  the  brave ; 

44  The  bow  of  Jonathan  was  never  held  back, 

*VThe  fword  of  Saul  never  returned  in  vain* 


EXPLANATORY  notes. 


V.  18.  Tbe  meafarty  &c.  j.  e.  the  air  or  mu  Gcal  modu¬ 
lation.  One  of  our  firfl.  traoihtors  readers  it  not  badly 
jiavet.  See  c.  x. 

Ib.  Tbe  Beck  of  Jafher)  i,  e.tbe  Bool  of  Sottgt,  See  the 
note  on  Jofh.  i&  13. 

V.  U).  Q  antelope,  &c.  An  spottrophe  to  Jonathan. 
Comp.  v.  ay.  The  antelope  is,  owuflthe  Eafi,  regarded 
as  the  emblem  of  beauty  and  ability  j  and  has  always  aL 
forded  an  ample  field  of  metaphor  to  tbe  Oriental  tarda. 

Ib.  Pierced  oft  tbirte  own  mountains.  1  beKeve  it  is  com¬ 
mon  to  all  the  deer-kind,  when  clofely  purfeed,  to  run  at 
laft  to  tJieir  ufual  original  haunt,  and  there  to  meet  the 
fatal  Oroke.— Whofe  heat  is  not  deeply  touched  by  this 


allufion  1 

V.  at.  Nor  fidds  afordlag  oblations,  i.  e.  Let  thy  folds, 
O  Gilboa,  henceforth  produce  nothing  worthy  to  be  offered 
to  tbe  Lord.  Sefe  c.  a. . 

Ib.  ‘Armour .  From  the  final!  change  of  one  letter  into 
another,  of  a  very  ftmilar  form,  arifes  this  appofitc  render¬ 
ing.  Interpreters  make  a  ihift  to  tranflate  the  prefeat 
text  thus  a  as  J  he  bad  not  beta  anointed  with  oil.  By  what 
rules  of  trail  flat!  on  X  know  not.  See  c.  ju 

V.  22,  The  bow,  &c. — Tbe  fword,  &c.  The  paraHelifm 
is  here  inverted:  the  Istft  Kne  of  the  ftanza  corrciponding 
with  the  firfl,  and  the  child  with,  the  fecund. 

i  “  Saul, 


Daxad  it  made  King 


at  JJibrtm;  « vh'dt 


II  SAMUEL.  II. 


44  Saul,  and  Jonathan  !  23 

u  Linked,  in  their  life-time,  by  mutual  love, 

«  At  their  death  they  were  not  difunited. 

“  Thby  were  fwifter,  than  eagles : 

44  They  were  ftronger,  than  lions. 

44  Ye  daughters  of  Lfrael  l  weep  over  Saul :  44 

44  Who  clothed  you  in  delightful  fcaiiet ; 

44  Who  put  ornaments  cJf  gold  on  your  apparel. — 

44  Ah !  how  have  fallen  the  brave,  45 

44  In  the  midft  of  the  battle ! 

44  O  Jonathan  !  pierced  on  thine  own  mountains  E 
“Tam  in  difir  eft  for  thee,  my  brother  Jonathan !  26 

44  Very  dear  to  me  waft  thot  t 
44  To  me  thy  love 'was  wonderful  1 
44  Surp ailing  the  love  of  woman ! 

44  Ah  !  how  have  fallen  the  brave !  27 

44  How  perlfhed  the  weapons  of  war l” 


§  2.  David  gotib  to  Hebron,  and  is  made  King  over  the  Tribe  of  Judah  \  See. 

AFTER  this,  David  confulted  the  Lord,  faying : 44  Shall  I  go  hence  into  any  of  1 
44  the  cities  of  Judah  ?”  *  And  the  Lord  faid  to  him :  44  Go,”  David  ftid : 44  Whi- 
41  ther  fhall  I  go?*’  It  was  anfwered  ;  44  To  Hebron.”  So  thither' David  went,  a 
with  his  two  wives;  Ahinoam  of  Jezreel ;  and  Abigail  (formerly )  the  wife  of 
Nabal),  of  CarmeL  His  tnen  alfo,  who  were  then  with  him,  David  brought  along  j  3 
every  man  with,  his  houfhold :  and  they  dwelled  in  the  cities  about  Hebron.  Tbi~  4 
ther  the  men  of  Judah  now  came ;  and  there  they*  anointed  David  king  over  die 
houfe  of  Judah. 

When  it  was  told  to  David,  that  the  men  of  Jabefh-Gilead  had  buried  Saul ;  be  5 
fent  mefTeugers  to  the  men  of  Jabefh-Gilead,  and  faid  to  them:  44  BlefFed  by  the 
44  Lord  be  ye ;  who  have  {hewn  this  kindnefa  to  your  mafter,  to  Saul  \  and  have 
44  buried  him, f  and  his  fon  Jonathan: |  may  the  Lord,  now,  fhew  real  fcindnefe  6 

VARIOUS  READING. 

CH.  n.  V.  5.  f  sep. 

SXftlHITOKT  HOY  El. 

V,  *3.  Tin  veer*  fittifttr.  Sec *  Swiftnefe,  in  thofe  days,  negyric  of  fisul,  his  avowed  enemy,  as  mnft  have  greatly 
Wit  Canfidercd  as  oocphief quality  in  a  wirncrr.  So,  *mcng  traded  to  deftroy  prejudice*;  and  waa,  doubtlefc,  highly 
the  Greeks,  Achillea  is  particularly  diftingni/hed  by  the  coatributive  to  that  pnrpafe.  His  ordering  it  ta  be  taught 

*  *nd  fang  by  thofe  of  his  own  tribe,  could  notfail  to  have  a 

V*  OJaaathan,  See.  Nothing,  I  thiQlc,  can  be  ftrong  cUcdou  the  other  tribes ;  and  tint,  with  the  lenity 

note  pathetic  than  this  inimitable  Rauza $  which  I  could  of  bis  government,  and  his  known  Yjdour  and  piety,  at 
Qctcr  tt&d  without  taptore.  Indeed,  the  whole  compofi-  length  triumphed  over  the  feeble  remains  of  Seal’s  party, 
tion  is*  admirable,  whether  we  eoafider  it  as  a  fingularfy  On  the  whole,  I  will  venture  to  lay,  without  any  fond  par- 
fifl*  piece  of  lyric  poetry,  or  as  a  powerful  engine  to  move  tiality  for  my  author,  that  all  antiquity  affords  not  a  more 
^  reconciliation  even  the  mod  bitter  adrerfanes  of  the  royal  predotu  relic  of  genuine  ekgiac  poetry  than  this  ode.  Sec 
author, '  Though  Jana&aa  is  evidently  the  chief  otgedk  of  c.i, 
hit  lamentation,  yet  be  interweaves  lb  artful  and  fine  a  pa- 

102  «  to 


Jjhbojbtih  it  madu 


II  S  A  M  U  E .  L.  II*  Kdg  *t  Mahanahm, 

“  to  you  i  I,  too,  will  repay  you  with  knkdnefe,  be^aufe  jt>tx  havedone  this  deed. 

1  u  Only  take  courage,  and  be  braVe  men  :  for,  fince  Saul  is  dead,  the  houfe  of 
M  Judah  have  anointed  me  king  Over  them.” 

8  But  Abner  Ben-Ner,  the  captain  general  of  the  hoft  of  Saul,  took  IftboftetAr,  » 

9  foa  of  Saul’s,  and  brought  him  over  to  Mahanaira,  aftd  made  ’ Mm  king  over  Gi¬ 
lead,  and  over  j|  After,  and  over  Jezreel,  and  6Vef  Ephraim ,  &n d  over  Benjamin  ; 

to  over  all  Ifrael.  Iftbo&eih  Beu-Safcl  was  forty  years  old,  When  he  began  to  reign 
over  Ifrael ;  and  he  reigned  two  years.  But  the  houfe  of  Judah  adhered  to  David  : 
ii  and  the  whole  fum  of  the  days,  that  David  reigned,  at  Hebron,  OVer  the  hohfe  of 
Judah,  was  feven  yeais  and  fix  months. 

ia  From  Mahariaim,  Abner  Ben~N6r,  and  the  fervants  of  Ilhbofheth  Ben-Saul, 

13  came  over  to  Gibeon :  and  Joab  Ben-Zeruia,  with  the  fubjeAa  of  David,  met  them* 
at  the  pond  of  Gibeon  :  thefe  were  pofted  on  the  one  fide  of  the  pOOd,  and  thole 

14  on  the  other  fide.— Then  Abner  Ben-Ner  faid  to  Joab:**  Let  fime  the  young" 
“  men  arife,  and  prelude  our  engagement.”  Joab  anfwered:  w  Let  them  arife.” ' 

15  So  there  arofe,  and  prefented  therafelves  twelve,  in  number,  for  Benjamin  and 

16  Iftbolheth  ;  and  twelve  of  the  fervants  of  David.  Each  of  thefe  feiziag  his  antaV 
gonift  by  the  head,  plunged  his  fword  into  his  fide ;  fo  that  thdy  all  fell  together  : 
hence  that  place  waB  called  Heklath-azurim  \7fhejkld  of_grappters\ :  it  is  by  Gi- 

17  beon. — That  day,  there  was  a  very  hard  battle  :  but  Abner  and  the  men  of  Ifrael 

18  were  beaten  by  the  fervants  of  David.  Now  there  were  prefent  there,  three  fons  of 
Zeruia ;  Joab,  Abiftai,  and  Aftael.  Aftael  was  as  fwift  of  foot,  as  any  antelope  of 

19  the  field :  fo  Aftael  purfued  Abner ;  and,  in  purfuing  Abner,  he  turned  neither  to 

20  the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left*.  Abner  looked  back,  and  faid.:  u  Art  not  thou 
si  tt  Aftael?”.  He  anfwered:  w  I  am.”  M  Turn  afide/*  faid  Abner  to  .him,  ‘‘.to 

“  thy  right  hand  or  to  thy  left,  and  feize  one  of  the  young  raen^and  take  to  thy?/ 
22  w  felf  his  armour.”  But  Aihael  would  not  tiim  afide  from  purfuing  him.  Yet 
again  Abner  laid  to  Aftael:  “  Tum  afide  from  purfuing  me:  why  ftould  I  finite 
thee  to  the  ground  ?  how,  then,  could  I  hold  up  my  free  to  thy  brother  Joab?” 

VARIOUS  RBADINC. 

Y.  9.  }|  AJbtr.  The  prefect  text  has,  the  Ajburites .  Some  of  the  ant.  versions,  Gejbur.  But  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  AJler ,  i.  e,  the  tribe  of  AJhur,  is  the  true  reading.  See  c.  R. 

ElHAHATOlV  NOTES. 

Ch,  iL  v.  9.  Over  ail  I/ratU  I  have  already  remarked,  meat. 
that  the  tribe  of  Judah  was  diftingurfhed  from  the  red,  king  v  Vi  15.  F'ar  Sn^aiftia,  See.  The  tribe  of  Bcajamin  beiflg 
before  the  reparation  of  the  two  kingdom b  in  the  reign  of  Saul's  own  tribe,  diftinguilhed  themfelvw  here  and  on  other 
Roboam,  See  1  Sam.  9.  8,  and  the  out.  rim,  on  that  occafiona  againft  the  houfe  of,  David.  They  were,  more- 
place.  over,  reckoned  a  very  brave  people, 

V.  13.  Jwtb  Br*-Zerviot  i,  e-  tie  fen  of  Zeram,  who  was  V.  2a.  H&w,  then,  amid  /,  &c.  Abner  Cceaw  tq  have 
David’s  lifter.  When  the  mothrr  was  of  a  higher  rank  than  been  of  a  mild  pacific  di/pa Gtio  11 ;  who  wUhed  to' Avoid  a 
the  father,  her  children  were  denominated  from  her.  Jafe-  civil  war,  and  a  quarrel  with  the  oppofite  commander.  He 
pbus  fays  that  the  name  of  Jaab’&  father  wa»  Sari.  knew  the  Woody  difpofkion.  of  Joab  j  and  dreaded. his  re- 

V.  <4,  Prelude  our  engagement,  lit .  pbf  before  at:  give  a  fentment  ;  not  without  reaftm,  aawe  flail foon  fee.  Comp, 
proof  of  the  valour  of  each  army,  before  the  general  engage,  c.  3, 27. 
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Still  he  refufed  to  turn  afide :  fo  Abner  fraote  him  in  the  groin,  with  the  reverted  33 
point  of  his  fpear ;  fo  that  the  fpear  went  through  behind  him :  and  there  he  fell 
down,  and  died.  And  all  thofe  who  came  to  the  fpot  where  Afhael  fell  down  and 
died,  halted  there.  But  Joab  and  Abilhai  were  ftill  purfuing  Abner  ;  when  the  fun  24 
went  down ;  on  their  arriving  at  Gibeath-Ama,  oppofite  to  Giah,  by  the  wildernefs 
of  Gibeon.  The  children  of  Benjamin,  flocking  together  after  Abner,  had  now  25 
become  one  band,  and  flopped  on  the  top  of  an  eminence.  Thence  Abner  called  26 
to  Joab,  and  faid :  “  Shall  the  fword  for  ever  devour  ?  Art  thou  ignorant,  that  bitter 
“  defperation  may  at  length  take  place  ?  How  long  wilt  thou  delay  bidding  the  peo- 
“  pie  return  from  purfuing  their  own  brethren  V *  Joab  anfwered  :  44  As  the  LofiD  37 
**  liveth ;  if  thou  hadft  fo  fpoken  at  firjly  the  people  iitould,  even  from  the  morn- 
**  ing,  have  returned  from  purfuing  their  brethren.”  Joab  then  blew  the  trumpet,  a8 
and  all  the  people  flood  ftill ;  and  purfued  the  Ifraelites  no  further,  and  fought  no 
more.  Abner  and  his  men  marching  all  that  night,  through  the  defert,  pafled  29 
over  the  Jordan ;  and,  traverfmg  all  Bithron,  came  to  Mahanaim.— -Thus  Joab  re-  30 
turned  from  purfuing  Abner;  and,  on  his  collecting  all  the  people  together,  there 
were  wanting  of  the  fervants  of  David  nineteen  men  ;  befide  AlhaeL  But  the  fer-  31 
vanta  of  David  had  fmitten  dead,  of  the  Beajamimtes  and  Abner’s  men,  three 
hundred  and  fixty. — They  then  took  up  Afhael,  and  buried  him  in  his  fathers  fe-  3a 
pulchre,  at  Beth-Iehem, — And  Joab,  with  his  men,  marching  all  night,  arrived  at 
Hebron  by  the  break  of  day. 

§  3.  Abner  attempted  to  reconcile  the  Ifraelites  to  David,  &c. 

THE  war  was  ftill  prolonged  between  the  houfe  of  Saul  and  the  houfe  of  David ;  t 
but,  while  David  grew  ftronger  and  ftronger,  the  houfe  of  Saul  grew  weaker  and 
weaker.  For  to  David,  at  Hebron,  were  bom  the  following  fons ;  his  firft-bom  was  2 
Amnon,  by  Ahinoam  of  Jezreel :  his  fecond  Ghileab,  by  Abigail  of  Carmel,  for-  3 
merly  the  wife  of  Nabal :  the  third  was  Abflialom  the  fon  of  Maacha,  daughter  to 
Thalmai  king  of  Geflrnr :  the  fourth  Adoniali,  the  fon  of  Hagith  x  the  fifth  She-  4 
phatiah,  the  fon  of  Abital :  and  the  fixth  Ithream,  by  Egla,  a  wife  of  David’s.  5 
Thefe  were  bom  to  him  in  Hehron. 

Now  it  happened,  during  the  war  between  the  houfe  of  Saul  and  the  houfe  of  6 
David,  and  while  Abner  was  exerting  himfelf  for  the  houfe  of  Saul ;  that  f  Iihboflieth  7 

T^IOCJ  READING. 

CH.  HI,  v«  7.  f  all  the  ant.  vv,  (except  chard.)  with  10  m«.  The  creek  adds,  tU /on  cf  Sou/* 

llfliliTOtT  DOTH. 

V.  23.  With  tit  reverted pomtt  &c,  •  He  thrufl:  it  back-  able  to  the  Vulgate;  and  to  the  context.  Others,  how- 
ward,  without  turning  hii  6ce  to  Alh&ZL  See  c.  a.  ever,  would  render  thus  :  If  tho*t  had/L  n<A  fpcktn^  that  U, 

V.  17.  The  prdfenttext  w  evidently,  1  think, corrupted,  provoked  us  by  propoftng  a  preludical  combat;  the  jxoplc, 
I  have  followed  Hoo&gaut*e  emcedationj  which  is  agree-  &c.  See  c.  x. 
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laid  to  Abner:  44  Why  cohabiteft  thou  with  my  father'd  concubine  T  for  Saul 

8  had  left  a  concubine*  whofe  •name  was  Rizpha,  the  daughter  of  Ahiah.;  But 
Abner,  greatly  incenfed  by  thefe  words  of  Ifhboibuth,  laid :  44  Ami,  wbohave, 
44  in  opposition  to  the  houfe  of  Judah,  (hewn  fuch  kindnefs  to  the  houfe  of  thy 
u  father  Saul,  to  his  brethren,  and  to  hia,  friends,  and  have  not  delivered  thyfelf 
44  into  the  hands  of  David,-  become  fuch  a  dog’s,  head  m  thy  fight  y  that  thotl 

9  44  fhouldeft,  now,  charge  me  with  a  crime,  in  regard  to  that  woman  ?  May  Gofl 
44  do  fo  and  fo  to  Abner,  and  more  befide ;  if,  as  the  Loin  hath  fworn  to  David,'  I 

10  44  now  a&  not  fo  toward  him  ;  by  transferring  the  royalty  from  the  houfe  of  Saul, 
**  and  eftabliflung  the  throne  of  David  over  tfrael  as  well  as  Judah,  from  Dan  unto 

1 1  44  Beerfheba  !” — Now  f  Hhbofteth  durft  make  no  reply  to  Abner,  from  the  fear  he 
had  ofhim. 

i%  Abner  then,  on  his  own  behalf,  fent  meflengers  to  David,  laying:  *  Whofe 
44  is  the  land  ?”  adding :  M  Make  tby  covenant  with  me ;  aqd  lo  l  my  power  fhall 
“  be  exerted  for  thee,  to  bring  over  to  thee  all  Ifirael.”  f  David  anfwered :  44  Very 
u  well :  with  thee  I  will  make  a  covenant  >  but  one  thing  I  firjt  require  of  thee  S 
41  when  thou  comeft  to  prefent  thyfelf  to  me,  thou  lhalt  not  fee  my  face,  unlcft 

1 4  44  thou  firft  bring  Michal  the  daughter  of  Saul,”  At  the  fame  timet  David  fent 
meflengers  to  Ilhbofheth  Ben-Saul,  faying :  44  Rcftore  to  me  my  wife  Michal,  whom 

15  44 1  betrothed  at  the  price  of  an  hundred  Phililline  forefkins*”  So  I&bofheth  fent 

16  perfons,  who  took  her  from  her  hufband,  from  Phakiel  Ben-Laifh.  Herhufbatnf 
went  after  her,  weeping  all  the  way,  unto  Bahurim :  when  Abner  faid  to  him : 

17  44  Go,  return!”  So  he  returned. — Abner  then  treated  with  the  elders  of  Ifrael, 

18  faying;  44  Ye  were  wifhing,  in  times  pall,  for  David  to  be  king  over  you:  make 
44  him  king  now.  For  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  of  David,  faying  :  4  By  the  hand  of 
44  my  fervant  David,  .1  will  lave  my  people,  the  Ifraelites,  from  the  hands  of  the 

19  41  Philiftines,  and  from  the  hands  of  all  their  enemies.*  **  The  fame  words  he  fpoke 
In  the  ears  of  the  Benjaminites.  Then  Abner  went  to  communicate  to  David,  at 
Hebron,  all  that  had  feeraed  fo  agreeable  to  the  Ifraelites,  and  even  to  the  whole 

10  houfe  of  Benjamin.  So  Abner  came  to  Hebron,  accompanied  by  twenty  men i 

2 1  and  David  made  a  feaft  for  Abner,  and  the  men  who  accompanied  him.  Then 
Abner  faid  to  David :  44 1' will  forthwith  go,  and  convoke  all  the  Ifraelites  unto  my 
“  lord-king,  that  they  may  make  a  covenant  with  thee,  and  that  thou  mayefk  bo 
44  king  to  the  extent  of  thy  wifries.”  David,  then,  difmifled  Abner;  who  went 
away  in  fecurity. 

22  But,  lo  I  when  Abner  was  no  more  at  Hebron  with  David  ;  who  had  difmifled 
him  in  perfect  fecurity  ;  Joab  and  the  king’s  fervanta  came  from  purfuing  an  horde, 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  II.  fSEP.  SYR.  ARAB. — V.  I3»f  SEP.  SYR.  ARAB,  and  I  MS. 
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lamattod  by  David. 


and  brought  in  with  them  a  great  booty.  Now,  on  the  arrival  of  Joab  and  of  ail  23 
the  hoft  that  was  with  him,  fome  one  told  Joab,  faying :  w  Abner  Ben-Ner  came 
M  to  the  king  j  who  difmifled  him  in  a  friendly  manner.”  Then  Joab  came  to  the  24 
king,  and  faid  :  “  What  haft  thou  done  ?  Lo  !  Abner  hath  been  with  thee  1  how 
“  couldeft  thou  fo  diftnifs  him,  and  let  him  thus  efcap'e  ?  Thon  muft  be  confcious  25 
w  that  Abner  Ben-Ner  came  to  deceive  thee,  and  to  learn  every  fart  of  thy  conduct, 
u  and  all  that  thou  doeft.”  Joab  then  came  out  from  the  king,  and  fent  mefien-  26 
gers  after  Abner,  who  brought  him  back,  from  the  ciftern  of  Sira :  but  David  knew 
not  this.  And  when  Abner  returned  to  Hebron,  Joab  took  him  aftde,  at  the  gate,  27 
as  if  to  fpeak  with  him  in  fecret ;  while,  for  the  blood  of  his  brother  Afliael,  he  fo 
fmote  him,  in  the  groin,  that  he  died:  which  when  David, afterwards,  learned,  he  28 
laid  :  41  I  and  my  kingdom  are,  before  the  Lord,  for  ever  guiltleft  of  the  blood 
M  of  Abner  Ben-Ner:  let  it  rell  on  the  head  of  Joab,  and  on  his  whole  father’s  29 
M  houfe :  and  may  there  never  fail  to  be,  in  the  honfe  of  Jozh^fome  one  'who  hath  a 
u  feminal  iflue,  or  is  a  leper,  or  that  leaneth  on  a  crutch,  or  that  falleth  by  the  fword, 
w  or  that  lacketh  bread.”— Thus  Joab,  and  his  brother  Abiihai,  flew  Abner  j  be-  30 
caufe  he  had  flain  their  brother  Afhael,  at  the  battle  of  Gibeon. 

But  David  faid  to  Joab,  and  to  all  the  people  with  him :  u  Rend  your  garments  5  31 
w  and  gird  yourfelves .  with  fack-cloth,  and  mourn  for  Abner and  king  David 
followed  the  bier.  And  they  buried  Abner  in  Hebron:  and  when  the  king  raifed  32 
his  voice  and  wept  at  the  grave  of  Abner ;  the  whole  people  wept  alfo.  And  the  33 
king  lamented  Abner  thus : 

M  As  a  criminal  falleth,  did  Abner  fall  ?  34 

tt  Thine  hands  were  not  bound  ! 

M  Thy  feet  were  not  fettered  ! 
u  As  one  falleth— 

M  By  the  hand  of  lawlefs  men — 
u  Abner  !  fo  felleft  thon  !” 

Here  the ‘whole  people  again  lamented  over  Abner.-— Further ,  although  the  whole  35 
people  came  to  perfuade  David  to  eat  bread,  while  it  was  yet  day ;  David  fwore, 
laying :  "  May  God  do  foand  fo  to  me,  and  more  befide ;  if  I  tafte  bread,  or  aught 
w  elfe,  until  the  fun  go  down!”  This  was  remarked  by  all  the  people,  and  was  36 
agreeable  to  them  ;  all  that  the  king  did,  on  this  accaju>ny  was  agreeable  to  the  whole 
people:  for  the  whole  people,  and  all  Ifrael,  underftood,  that  day,  that  it  was  not  by  37 
the  king’s  order,  that  Abner  Ben-Ner  had  been  Cain.  Again  the  king  faid  to  his  38 
fervants :  “  Know  ye  not,  that  a  great  chief  in  Ifrael  hath,  this  day,  fallen  ?  and  I,  39 
M  though  an  anointed  king,  am  yet  but  weak  ;  and  thefe  men,  the  Tons  of  Zeruia, 
u  are  too  ftubbornfor  me:  may  the  Lord  repay  the  evil-doer,  according  to  his 
«  evU  deed  T 
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IjVbvjbdh  fiat*  II  S  A  M  U  E  L.  IV.  fy  two  'Rufuiat, 

§  4,  Ifbbo/betb  is  murdered  by  two  of  his  Guards  ;  and  the  ffraelites  go  over  to  David 

Jerufalm  taken* 

i  WHEN  f  Ifhboftieth  Ben-Saul  heard,  that  Abner  was  dead  at  Hebron,  he  was 

4  difmaycdj  and  all  the  Ifraelites  were  in  confternation,  ^  For,  though  Jonathan 
Ben-Saul  had  alfo  left  a  fon ;  he  was  lame  of  his  feet*  For,  being  but  five  yeara 
old,  when  the  tidings  of  the  death  of  Saul  and  Jonathan  came  from  Jezreel,  hia 
nurfe  fnatcbed  him  up  and  fled :  and,  in  the  hurry  of  her  flight,  he  fell,  and  became 
lame*  His.  name  was  Mephiboftieth* 

4  Now  f  Ifhboflieth  Ben-Saul  had  two  men  belonging  to  him,  who  were  chiefs  of 
hordes ;  the  name  of  the  one  was  Baanah,  and  the  name  of  the  other  Rechab ;  fona 
of  Rimon  a  Beerothite,  of  the  children  of  Benjamin:  for  Beeroth  was  now  accounted 

3  a  pan  of  Benjamin  ;  the  aboriginal  Beerothites  having  fled  to  Githaim,  where  they 

5  fojoum  unto  this  day.  The  fons  of  Rimon  the  Beerothite,  then,  Baanah  and  Re- 

6  chab,  went,  and  arrived  about  mid-day  at  the  houfe  of  Khbofheth  $  who  .was  then 
lying  on  a  bed  ;  it  being  noon  :  |j  and  the  woman,  who  kept  the  door,  had  alfo 
fallen  afleep,  as  fhe  was  cleaning  wheat.  So  Rechab,  and  his  brother  Baanah,  went 

7  privately  into  the  houfe  ;  and  finding  Ilhbolhetb  fleeping  on- his  bed,  in  his  inner 
chamber,  j  they  fmote  him,  and  flew;  Kim,  and  took  off  his  head.  And  they  took 

8  his  head,  and  travelled  all  night  by  the  way  of  the  wildemefs.  And  they  brought 
the  head  of  Ifhbolheth  unto  Hebron,  to  David, 4  and  faid  to  the  king :  “  Behold 
“  the  head  of  Ifhbolheth,  the  fon  of  thine  enemy  Saul;  who  fought  thy  life.  The 
“Lord  hath,  this  day,  taken  vengeance  for  my  lord-king,  of  Saul  and  of  his  feed.” 

9  David  anfwered  Rechab  and  his  brother  Baanah,  the  fons  of  Rimon  the  Beero¬ 
thite  ;  and  faid  lo  them :  “  As  liveth  the  Lord,  who  hath  redeemed  me  from  every 

10  u  diftxefs !  if,  when  one  told  me  that  Saul  was  dead ;  imagining  that  he  brought 
“  agreeable  tidings,  I  feized  and  flew  him,  in  Ziklag,  inftead  of  giving  him  a  re- 

1 1  “  ward ;  how  much  the  rather,  when  wicked  men  have  flain  a  juft  perfon,  in 

VARIOUS  .READINGS. 

CH.  IV-  v.  I .  f  rep.  str.  ARAB.  vulg. — V .  4.  +  tranfpefed  for  the  fake  of  order  and  pcrfptcuity.  See  the  note 
below. — V.  2.  f  sep. — V,  6,  7.  ]J  I  have  entirely  followed  sep,  partly  corroborated  by  JOSEPH ca  and  the 
vulgate.  The  prefent  hebre-w  rung  thus  :  as  it  is  rendered  in  onr  public  version.  And  they  came  thither 
into  the  ntidji  of  the  houfe,  as  though  they  wvld  have  fetched  wheat,  and  they  fmote  him  under  the  fifth  rib. 
And  Rechab  and  Baanah  his  brother  efcaped .  For,  when  they  came  into  the  houfe,  he  lay  on  Ins  bed  in  hu  bed¬ 
chamber,  &c.  See  c.  R. 

EXFLAW ATORV  MOTES. 

Cb.  iv.  ver.  j.  AU  the  IfraeTsta  were  is  tvnjkrrusiion.  mentions  this  cireumftance,  comes,  therefore,  naturally  in 

They  had  now  loft  Abner;  Ifhbofbeth  was  a  weak  pufd-  here;  which  ft  does  not  after  v.  3,  as  every  common  reader 

lanimous  prince;  and  the  fon  of  Jonathan,  the  next  hope  mult  perceive. 

of  Lhc  royal  family,  was  lame.  The  fourth  verfe,  winch  V.  z.  Chiefs  of  hordes,  u  e.  of  plundering  parties. 

ioy  Pa  u  his 
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u  his  own  houfe,  upon  his  own  bed,  {hall  I  not  require  his  blood  of  them ;  and  ex- 
a  tinguifh  them  from  off  the  earth  V*  David  then  gave  orders  to  his  young  menj  iz 

who  flew  them,  and  cut  off  their  hands  and  their  feet,  and  hung  them  up,  by  the 
pond  of  Hebron.  But  the  head  of  Ifhbofheth  they  took,  and  buried  in  the  fepulchre 
of.  Abner,  at  Hebron. 

Now.  came  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  unto  Hebron,  to  David ;  and  fpoke  thus :  u  Lo  !  i 
“  we  are  thine  own  bone,  and  thine  own  flefh.  Even  in  times  paft,  when  Saul  i 

“  reigned  over  us,  it  was  thou  who  leddeft  the  Ifiaelites  out  to  battle  and  back. 

“  The  Lord  had  alfo  laid  to  thee ;  4  Thou  fhalt  be  the  fhcpherd  of  my  people, 
w  the  Ifiaelites,  and  fupreme  ruler  over  Ifirael.*  ”  Thus  came  all  the  elders  of  Ifrael  $ 
unto  Hebron,  to  the  king :  and  king  David  made  a  covenant  with  them,  before  the 
Lord  ;  and  they  anointed  David  king  over  Ifrael. 

David  was  thirty  years  old  when  he  firft  began  to  reign:  and  he  reigned  forty  4 
years :  feven  years  and  fix  months  he  reigned  over  Judah,  at  Hebron ;  and  at  Jeru-  5 
falem  he  reigned  thirty-three  years  over  Ifrael  and  Judah. 

Now  when  king  f  David  and  his  men  went  unto  Jerufalem  againft  the  Jebufites,  6 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  land ;  thefe,  thinking  that  David  could  not  get  in,  ac- 
coded  him  thus:  u  In  hither  thou  flhalt  not  come,  unlefi  thou  can  ft  remove  the 
“  fentinels  and  patrols.”  David,  neverthelefs,  took  the  citadel  of  Zion ;  which  is  ? 
Jlill  called  the  city  of  David,  For,  that  day,  David  faid :  “  Whofoever  lhall,  f  the  8 
w  firft,  j  reach  the  fumijiit  of  the  citadel ,  and  finite  the  Jebufite  fentinels  and  patrols, 

M  who  hold  David  in  fuch  contempt,”  (becaufe  the  fentinels  and  patrols  had  laid : 
u  In  hither  thou  (halt  not  come,”)  f  w  he  lhall  be  chief  captain.”  So  Joab,  being 
the  firft  who  went  up,  was  made  chief  captain.  [ 

David  now  dwelled  in  the  citadel  of  Zion,  which  was  thence  called  the  city  of  9 
David :  for  David  builded  a  wall  around  it,  from  Milo  inward.  Thus  David  con-  io 
tinued  to  increafe  in  greatnefs :  for  the  Lord  was  with  him.  And  Hiram,  king  n 
of  Tyre,  fent  meflengers  to  David,  with  cedar  trees,  and  carpenters,  and  mafons : 
and  thefe  builded  a  honfe  for  David.  And  when  David  perceived,  that  the  Lord  12 
had  eftablifhed  him  king  over  Ifrael  5  and  had  exalted  his  kingdom,  for  the  fake 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  V.  v,  6.  f  set.  snra.  arab.  and  2  mss.  See  c.  &. — V .  8.  f  fupplied  from  p.  p,  1  Giron,  u.  6.  Ib,  f 

•  fupplied  from  p.p.  i  Giron,  n,  6. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

Ch.  ▼.  ver,  6.  Againft  the  Jcbafkee^  Jerufalem  had  been  lb.  Seatmeb  and  pair  oh.  This  I  take  to  be  the  true 

burned  by  the  tribe  oi  Judah  in  their  war  with  the  Cha-  meaning  of  the  word*  commonly  rendered  the  blind,  and  the 
Daanitei,  Jud.  i.  8.  But  it  muft  hare  been  rebuilt  by  the  lam.  The -reft  of  the  paffage,  which  »  confcfTbdly  very 
reroainingjebufitea  is  a  flronger  manner,  fmee  it  fell  not  difficult,  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  intelligible,  by  in- 
until  now  into  the  hands  of  the  Israelites,  Its  pofition  ren-  ferting  the  neceSary  fupplements  fitnn  Chronicles,  where 
dered  it  almoft  impirgdabfc  in  thofe  days,  when  the  art  of  the  fame  hiftory  is  told  in  a  dear  though  more  concife 
befiegmg  t^wni  bad  not  attained  that  perfection,  which  it  manner.  See  C.  a. 
hath  now. 
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II  SAMUEL.  VI.  War  with  the  P&Zfimet. 

13  of  his  people,  the  Ifraelites,  he  took  (after  his  coming  from.  Hebron)  more  wives 
and  concubines  at  JerufaJem*.  and  more  fons  and  daughters  were  boro  to  David. 

14  Thefe  are  the  names  of  thofe  who  were  born  to  him  at  JeniiaJem :  Shamuab,  and 

15  Shobab,  and  Nathan,  and  Solomon,  and  Ihhar,  and  Elifhuah,  and  Nepheg,  and 
x6  Japhiah,  and  Elifhamah,  and  Eliadah,  and  Eliphalet. 

§  5.  The  Phi l fines  twice  invade  Ifraei \  and  are  repul  fed  by  David, 

17  WHEN  the  Philiftines  heard,  that  David  had  been  anointed  king  overlfnuel,  the? 
all  came  up  to  fearch  for  David :  which  when  David  learned,  he  retired  into  the 

18  citadel.  The  Philiftines.  had  now  come,  and  fpread  themfelves  in  the  vale  of  Re- 

19  phaim  5  when  David  confulted  the  Lord,  faying :  u  Shall  I  go  out  againft  the  Phi- 
u  llftines  ?  wilt  thou  deliver  them  into  mine  hands  f9  The  Lord  anfwered :  “  Go 

ao  “  out ;  for  I  will  afliiredly  deliver  the  Philiftines  into  thine  hands.”  So  David  went 
to  Baal-pherazim ;  and  having  there  fmote  them,  he  faid:  “  The  Lord  hath 
“  broken  mine  enemies  before  me  like  a  broken  water-dam.”  Hence  the  name  of 
at  the  place  was  called  Baal-pherazim  \Tbe  Baal  of  the  brohert] :  for  there  they  left  their 
idols,  which  David  and  his  men  burned. 

az  Again  the  Philiftines  came  np,  and  fpread  themfelves  in  the  rale  of  Rephaita. 
a3  And  David  confulted  the  Lord  ;  who  faid :  “  Thou  lhalt  not  go  out  f  to  meer 
“  them  *^j  make  a  circuit  behind  them,  and  come  upon  them  by  the  mulberry  trees. 
04  “  And  when  thou  flialt  hear  the  found  of  a  motion  among  the  tops  of  the  mulberry 
C(  trees ,  then  flialt  thou  beftir  thyfelf :  for  then  will  the  Lord  have  gone  out  before 
15  u  thee,  to  fmite  the  hoft  of  the  Philiftines.”  David  did  ftyaathe  Lord  had  com¬ 
manded  him;  and  fmote  the  Philiftines  from  Gibea  unto  Gazer, 

§  6.  David  bringeth  the  jfyk  of  the  Covenant  from  Gibea  of  Kirjatb-jearim  to 

Jerufalem * 

l  DAVID  now  aflembled  all  the  chofen men  of  Ifraei,  thirty  thou&nd  men,.  And 
David  and  all  the  people  who  were  with  him,  of  the  chiefs  of  Judah,  went 
f  to  Gibea  |  of  Kirjatb-jearim,  to  bring  thence  the  ark  f  of  the  covenant  ]  of  God  ; 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  23.  t  SEP.  VULG.  See  c.  r. — CH.  VI.  v.  2.  f  syr.  arab.  B>.  f  arab.  and  t  ms. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

V.  17,  When  the  Pb'tBJlina  heard,  See.  While  David  re-  ed  realm, 
mainid  at  Hebron,  and  was  only  king  of  Judah,  the  Phi-  V.  15.  And  when  tbps  Jbah  bear  the  found,  See,  This  wu 
liftines  were  not  much  afraid  of  him;  but  now  that  the  probably  the  prelude  to  a  tempdt;  and  a  proper  time  to 
whole  nation  of  Hebrews  were  united,  and  inteftioe  broils  attack  the  PniliftineB  cm  their  rear.  Comp.  JticL  4.  14. 
at  an  end ;  they  thought  it  time  to  arm,  in  order  to  enrih  and  Geo.  3.  7  j  and  fee  the  c.  R.  on  this  latter  paflage. 
the  new  king,  before  he  was  fully  eflablifhed  in  h«  extend- 

tot* 
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Tht  Ark  brought  to 


II  S  A  M  U  E  Lt  VI.  fetufaUm.  David 


at  which  was  ufed  to  be  invoked  the  name  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hofts,  refiding 
between  its  cherubs,- — The. ark  they  placed  upon  a  new  cart,  and  brought  it  from  3 
the  houfe  of  Abinadab  in  Gibea  of  Kirjath-jearim ;  Uzah  and  his  brothers,  the  fons 
of  Abinadab*  conducing  the  cart,  §  Uzah  walked  by  the  ark  of  God,  and  his  bro-  4 
thers  walked  before  the  ark  ;  |  while  David  and  the  whole  houfe  of  Ifrael  played  and  s 
fang,  before  the  Lord,  |j  with  all  their  might;  |  on  harps,  and  on  pfalteries ,  and 
on  taboure,  and  on  bells,  and  on  cymbals.  But  when  they  hadcome  to  the  threlh-  6 
ing-floor  of  Nachon,  the  oxen  flatting,  Uzah  put  forth  f  his  hand  |  and  laid 
hold  of  the  ark.  For  this  temerity  the  LORD  was  incenfed  againft  Uzah*  and  7 
linote  him  on  the  fpot ;  and,  there,  he  died  befide  the  ark  of  God,  .  David  was  S 
now  grieved,  becaufe  the  Lord  had  ftrucken  Uzah :  and  the  name  of  the  place  is, 
unto  this  day,  called  Pherez-Uzah  [72*  JtrikingofU%ah\  David  was,  that  day,  9 
afraid  of  the  Lord,  and  faid :  “  How  {hall  the  ark  of  the  Lord  come  home  with 
u  me  So  David  would  not  thence  remove  the  ark  unto  his  own  home,  in  the  city  10 
of  David;  but  carried  it  afide  into  the  houfe  of  Obed-edom  a  Gathite.  Now  the  ti 
ark  of  the  Lord  remained  in  the  houfe  of  Obed-edom  three  months :  and  the  Lord 
blefled  Obed-edom,  arid  all  his  houfehold. 

This  fome  one  told  to  David,  laying ;  “  The  Lord  bath  blefled  Obed-edom,  and  12 
u  all  that  belongeth  to  him,  on  account  of  the  ark  of  God.m  So  David  went,  and 
brought  up  the  ark  of  God  from  the  houfe  of  Obed-edom  unto  the  city  of  David, 
with  joyful  folemnity :  f  for  there  were  with  him  feven  choirs,  and  vittvms  for 
focrtfice s,  j  When  they  who  carried  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  had  proceeded  fix  paces,  13 
a  bull  and  a  fatling  were  facrificed,  while  David,  veiled  in  a  precious  ephod,  danced  14 
round  and  round  before  the  Lord,  with  all  his  might.  Then  David,  and  the  whole  15 
houfe  of  Ifrael,  brought  up  the  ark  f  of  the  covenant  |  of  the  Lord,  with  {touting 
and  with  the  found  of  trumpet.  Now  as  the  ark  of  the  Lord  was  coming  into  the  16 
city  of  David,  Michal,  the  daughter  of  Saul,  looking  through  a  window,  and  feeing 
king  David  leaping  and  dancing  before  the  Lord,  in  her  heart  deJpifed  him. 

VARIOUS  readihgs. 

V.  3  and  4.  Jf  This  is  partly  a  conje&uial  reading.  The  prefent  text  is  unintelligible,  and  runs  thus :  "  And 
u  they  took  it  uj>,  from  tht  houfe  of  AUnadab  in  Gibta  ;  i pith  the  ark;  and  his  brethren  t  or  brother *  or  A  bio  walk- 
**  ed,  &c  ”  See  c.  a.— V.  j.  g  Sop.p*  i  Chron.  13.  B.  and  fo  partly  sep,  The  prefent  reading  runs  thus:  on 
oil  wooden  irdtruraentsof fir.— V.  6.  f  chald.  str.  vulg,  arad.  and  p.p,  i  Chron.  13. 9, — V.12,  f  sep. 

vtrLc.  and  fo  partly  josephus.  See  c.  h.-~V.  15.  f  vuLc/and  2  mss. 

IimVATOKY  HOT  E  3. 

Ch.  vi.  ver.  5,  On  belli.  Thefe  fccm  to  have  been  a  fort  V/  io,  A  Gaibke .  Not  aFhflifUne  Gathite;  but  aninha- 

of  kettle-drums.  bitsnt  of  Gath-rimon,  a  Levitical  city  in  the  tribe  of  Dan. 

V.  6.  The  threfimgfloor  of  Nachon.  Some  render  Na->-  Comp.  Jofh.  1 1.24. 
chon  ^  ***  Sand.  I  am  apt  to  think,  V.  1 3.  Ahull  (tad  a  failings  I  know  cot  but  a  fat  buU 

that  if  it  be  not  a  proper  name,  it  ffiouid  be  rendered  a  would  be  a  better  rendering.  The  fading  is  generally  fup- 
threfhittgfoori  or  granary  vthere  torn  via*  ready  to  be  tbrfbed.  pufed  to  be  a  ram.  See  c.  a. 

The  iigbt  of  tlm  made  the  oxen  break  loofe,  or  try  to  Y.  14.  Danced.  Others  with  SEP.  would  render fayed; 
break  loofe;  aa  i«  fccu  immediately  after.  See  c.  a.  beat  on  fome  mftxument.  See  c.  a. 

no  They 


pttrpofrtb  to  build  IX  S  A  AC  U  Ei  L;  *VII*  a  T imple for  it, 

17  They  brought  in  the  ark*  and  fet  it  in  it’s  own  place,  in  the  tabernacle  which 
David  had  eredied  for  it.  And  David  offered  holocaufts,  and  euchanftio  fecnfices, 

1B  iq  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  And  as  foon  as  David  had  made  an  end  of  offering 
holocaufts  and  euchariftic  facrifices,  he  bleffed  the  people  in  the  name  of  the  Load, 

19  the  God  of  hofts.  He  then  diftributed  among  the  people,  among  the  whole  muK 
titude  of  Ifraelites,  both  men  and  women ;  to  each  a  cake  of  breads  a  piece  of 
roaft  meat,  and  a  fritter.  And  all  the  people  departed,  every  one  to  his  own 
home. 

20  David, -next,  went  to  blefa  his  own  houfehold.  And  Michal,  the  daughter  of 
Saul,  came  out  to  meet  David,  and  laid  to  him:]  44  How  honourable,  to-day, 
“  was  the  king  pf  Ifrael  t  when,  to-day,  he  expofed  himfelf  to  the  eyes  of  even  the 
“  handmaids  of  his  own  fervants ;  as  one  of  the  vulgar  is  wont  to  expofe  himfelf  1** 

91  w  Yes**  faid  David  to  Michal,  44  in  the  prefence  of  the  Lord.;  who  chofe  me  in 
<c  preference  to  thy  father,  and  in  preference  to  all  his  houfe ;  to  appoint  nie  ruler 
“  over  the  whole  of  the  Lord’s  people,  the  Ifraelites !  In  the  preience  of  the 

21  44  Lord  I  will  ftill  play  the  vulgar  man ;  and  will  be  yet,  in  J  mine  own  |  eyes, 
“  more  vulgar  and  vile  than  this.  As  to  the  maid-fervants  whom  thou  haft  men* 

23  “  tioned,  by  them  I  fhall  be  deemed  honourable,’* — As  for  Michal,  there  were  no 
children  born  of  her,  unto  the  day  of  her  death. 

§  7.  David purpofeth  to  build  a  Temple  to  the  Lord  ;  but  is  diverted  from  bis  Purpofe 

by  the  Prophet  Nathan^  &c. 

t  WHEN  king  David  was  fettled  in  his  houfe,  and  when  the  Lord  had  given  him 

2  tranquillity,  from  all  ,hia  enemies  around ;  the  king  faid  to  the  prophet  Nathan ; 
M  Lot  now;  I  dwell  in  a  houfe  of  cedar,  while  the  ark  of  God  remaineth  in  a 

3  44  tent  1”  To  the  king  Nathan  faid :  44  Go,  do  whatever  is  in  thy  mind  ;  for  the 

4  w  Lord  is  with  thee.”  But,  that  very  night,  the  word  of  the  L.ord  came  to  f  the 

5  prophet  |  Nathan,  faying  :  44  Go,  and  tell  my  fervant  David;  4  Thus  faith  the  Lord  ; 

6  w  Wotildeft  thou  build  a  houfe  for  me  ?  who  have  never  refided  in  a  houfe,  fince 
a  the  day  that  I  brought  the  children  of  Ifrael  out  f  of  the  land  j  of  Egypt  unto 

7  44  this  day :  but  have  moved  about  in  a  tent  or  tabernacle.  In  all  the  places,  in 
44  which  I  have  moved  about  among  the  children  of  Ifrael,  did  I  ever,  to  any  of 
44  J  the  judges,  whom  I  chaiged  with  the  care  of  my  people,  ipeak  a  word  to  that 

8  “  purpofe ,  faying,:  4  Why  build  ye  not  to  me  an  houfe  of  cedar?*  To  my  fervant 

VUIO08  READINGS. 

V.  20  Arab,  and  X  MS. — V.  22.  g  thin*,  sep.  which  fome  think  the  preferable  reading,  See  c.  R,— 
CH.  VII.  v.  4.  t  syr.  ARAD,  and  4  msb. — V.  6.  f  syr,  YULG.  ARAD,  and  1  us. — V.  7, 0  So  f.  f.  I  Chron* 
17. 6.  The  prefcnt  reading,  followed  by  all  the  ant.  w.  is  tribu ;  an  early,  but  eafily  made  corruption, 

fr&m  the  CLmilitudc  of  two  letters.  Sec  c.  R. 


1 1  r 


44  David, 


Tbt  Boaniy  t»  II  S  A.  M  U  E  L.  VII.  David;  and DavuTr 

“  David,  then,  thou  (halt  further  fay;  *  Thus  faith  the  Lord  ;  I  took  thee  from  the 
u  fheep-cot,  and  from  following  a  flock,  to  be  ruler  over  my  people,  the  Ifraelites. 

**  I  have  been  with  thee,  in  all  thy  expeditions,  and  have  cut  off,  from  before  thee,  gr 
u  all  thine  enemies.  Thy  name  I  will  render  as  great,  as  the  Dames  of  the  gran- 
“  dees  of  the  earth :  a  place,  alfo,  I  will  fecure  for  my  people,  the  Ifraelites,  and  fo  10 
“  plant  them  in  rt9  that  they  (hall  no  more  be  removed,  but  remain  in  their  own 
44  place;  nor  £hail  iniquitous  men  any  more  opprefs  them,  as  formerly,  from  the  u 
44  time  when  I  appointed  judges  to  be  over  my  people,  the  Ifraelites,  To  thyfelf^ 

44  too,  I  will  give  tranquillity,  from  all  thine  enemies*  The  Lord  moreover 
44  affureth  thee,  that  he  will  build  a  houfe  for  thee ;  for  when  thine  own  days  fhall  iz 
44  be  completed,  and  when  with  thy  forefathers  thou  fhalt  fleep,  I  will  place  on  tby 
41  throw  a  fon  of  thine  own  feed,  of  thine  own  body  begotten ;  and  his  kingdom  I 
“  will  eftablifh.  He  will  build  a  houfe  for  niy  name  j  and  I  will  eftabliih,  for  ever,  13 
“  the  throne  of  his  kingdom.  I  will  be  his  father,  and  he  fliall  be  my  fon ;  if  he  14 
44  commit  iniquity,  I  will  chaftife  him  with  the'  rod  of  men,  and  with  human 
“  ftripes:  but  my  benevolence  I  will  not  withdraw  from  him,  as  I  did  from  Saul,  13 
44  whom  I  reje&ed  from  before  ||  me  $  but  [j  his  houfe  and  |  his  kingdom  (hall,  for  16 
44  ever,  be  eftablilhed,  before  me :  ||  his  throne  fhall  be,  for  ever,  eftablilhed.”  Ao  17 
cording  to  all  tbefe  words,  and  all  this  vilion,  fpoke  f  the  prophet  |  Nathan  to 
David. 

Then  David  went  into  the  tabernacle;  where,  placing  himfelf  before  the  Lord,  i3 
he  faid ;  “  Who  am  I,  O  Lord  God  !  and  what  is  mine  houfe,  that  thou  haft 
“  already  fa  promoted  me?  and,  as  if  this  were  but  a  finall  thing,  in  thy  fight,  O  19 

*  LoRd,  God  !  thou  haft  fpoken  of  thy.  fervant’s  boufe,  for  a  great  while  to  come  1 

*  Such,  O  Lord,  God  1  is  the  cuftom  of  mankind  l — What  more,  then,  needeth  ao 
**  thy  fervant  David  fay?  fince  thou,  O  Lord,  God,  knoweft  thy  fervant.  For  ai 
44  thine  own  word's  fake,  and  out  of  thine  own  bounty,  thou  doeft  all  thefe  great 

44  things,  which  thou  haft  made  known  to  thy  fervant* — Great,  therefore,  art  thou,  aa 
44  O  Lord,  God  t  there  is  none  like  thee ;  no  real  god  but  thyfelf  j  according  to 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  1 5.  |  So  A&p.  svr*  and  4  mss.  The  rest,  thee*  See  c.  R.— V.  16.  fl  So  sxp^the  rest,  tbin*.  Ib.  fi  So  sep. 
the  rest xthf,  Ib.  if  Spsein  the  rest,  tby.  I  Have  preferred  the  reading  of  asp.  for  reafbna  given  in  c,  r. 

— V.  17.  f  STR. 

BIFLAWATORT  MOTES. 

Ch.  viL  vei\  1 1.  JViU  bt tdd  a»  boufe  for  thtti  i.  e.  will  chaftHcments;  fneb  as  men  are  woat  to  infiift  od  then  own 
qoatinae  thy  line,  make  thy  family  great  aud  prosperous.  I  children. 

have  retained  the  Hebraifm;  becauie  k  is  readily  unckrflood,  V.  19.  Such — »  the  cuftom.  See,  i.  e,  as  I  under ftand  re, 
mdfeecaufc  it  Ihews  the  analogy  of  the  text.  David  offers  This  coudefccnfion  U  great  indeed  l  for  God  to  conform 
to  build  a  material  boufe  to  the  Lord;  the  Loan  pro.  hnafdf  to  our  human  ufeges,  and  Ibew  the  fame  folidtode 
mifes  to  rear  a  figurative  houfe  for  David.  ’  about  my  posterity,  as  a  parent  ihews  for  h»  own.  See 

V.  14.  With  the  rod  of  men,  Sec.  r.  e,  ordinary,  paternal  c.  a. 

1 12  44  all 


graiefuj  Tbanijgroiag.  11  S  A.  M  U  £  L«  VIII*  War  •atitb  the  AfoabxUt, 

a3  *  all  that  we  have  heard,  with  our  own  ears.  For  what  one  nation,  on  the  earth 
u  is  like  thy  people,  the  Ifraelites  ?  What  nation  is  there,  which  any  god  hath  gone 
44  to  redeem  for  a  peculiar  people  ;  hath,  thereby ,  acquired  fo  great  a  name,  or  done 
44  fo  great  and  wonderful  things,  as  thou  baft  done,  by  expelling  from  before  thy 
u  people,  whom  thou  redeemed!!,  for  thyfelf,  out  of  Egypt,  whole  nations,  and  their 
»4  44  gods  ?  For  thy  people,  the  Ifraelites,  thou  haft  decreed  to  be  thy  people  for  ever} 

25  “  and  thou,  O  Lord  !  art  to  be  their  God.  And,  now,  O  Lord  God  !  confirm, 
“  for  ever,  the  promife  which  thou  haft  made  to  thy  fervant,  and  do  as  thou  haft 

26  “  laid  :  fo  lhall pofterity  magnify  thy  name  for  ever,  faying:  4  The  Lord  of  hofts 
u  is  the  God  of  Ifrael  :*  and  let  the  houfe  of  thy  fervant  David  be  eftablilhed,  in 

27  w  thy  prefence.  For  fince  thou,  O  Lord  of  hofts,  O  God  of  Ifrael !  haft  fpokett 
44  in  mine  ear,  faying :  4  For  thee  I  will  build  a  houfe  ;*  thy  fervant  hath,  thence, 

a8  w  prefumed  to  make  this  prayer  to  thee.  As  then,  O  Lord  God  !  thou  art  truly 
u  God  ;  and  as  thy  words  are  true ;  and  as  thou  haft  promifed  this  goodnefs  to 
29  “  thy  fervant ;  be  it  thy  pleafure  fo  to  blefs  the  houfe  of  thy  fervant,  that  it  may 
44  continue  for  ever,  in  thy  prefence ;  and  with  thy  blefling  (fince  thou,  O  Lord 
44  God  1  haft  fo  promifed)  may  the  houfe  of  thy  fervant  be  for  ever  bleffed  l” 

§  8,  David* s  ft&orks  over  the  Philiftines ,  Moabites,  Syrians  and  Edomites . . 

1  AFTER  this,  David  fmote  the  Philiftines,  and  fubdued  them:  for  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Philiftines  he  took  j|  Gath,  their  metropolis.  | 

2  He  alfo  fmote  the  Moabites;  whom,  being  laid  on  the  ground,  he  meafured  with 
a  line.  Two  line-lengths  of  them  he  meafured  out  to  be  put  to  death,  and  one 
line-length  to  be  kept  alive.  Thus  the  Moabites  became  David’s  fubje&s,  and 
brought  him  prefents. 

3  David  alfo  fmote  ||  Hadar-ezer,  king  of  Zoba;  who  came  to  re-eftablilh  his 

4  power,  by  the  river  Euphrates.  From  him  David  took  a  thoufand  f  chariots, 
|]  feven  thoufand  |  horfe,  and  twenty  thouland  foot.  All  the  chariot-/6or/«  David 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  VIII.  v.  1.  IJ  A  reading  partly  conjectural,  partly  drawn  from  p.p,  i  Chron.  18.  1.  The  prefentTEXT 
is  commonly  rendered  as  a  proper  name,  Metheg-ama.  Meibtg  Ggmfiea  a  bridle,  and  ama  admits  various 
meanings,  which  fee  in  e.  v. — V*  3.  ||  al-  Hadad-ezer.—* *V.  4.  +  fupplied  from  p.p.  1  Chton.  18.  4. 
lb.  |  So  srp.  Joseph,  and  p.  p.  1  Chron.  18. 4.  The  rest, yews  hundred. 

EXPLANATORY  KOTI9. 

V.  23.  This  verfe  is  fomewhat  perplexed  in  the  original}  lb.  PrefcuU,  i.  e.  tribute  {  and  fb  again,  ver.  6. 

but  all  the  verfieme  are  flill  more  fo ;  and  hardly  intelligible.  V.  4.  King  of  Zoba;  i.  e.  Neftbu,  Saul  had  probably 

Mine  T  think  is  dear;  and  I  trufl  expneffive  of  the  true  wrefted  from  him,  or  his  predeceflbr,  a  part  of  his  territory 
meaning.  For  the  few  emendations  which  I  have  made  in  (fee  1  Sam.  14.  47.),  which  he  now  attempted  to  recover, 
the  text,  fee  c.  x.  By  the  re-eonqueft  of  this  territory,  and  the  fubjeftioo’of 

Ch.  viii.  ver.  2.  He  meafured  with  a  Fme.  This  feems  a  the  Syrians  of  JJamafcus,  the  Ifraelites  were  now,  and  not 
cruel  meafure}  but  it  waB  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  until  how,  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  promifed  land  in  its  full 
war  of  thofe  times.  See  c.  x*  extent.  Comp.  Gen.  1 5.  r 8.  Dent.  i.  7.  Jolh.  1.  4. 
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houghed ;  fave  a  referve  for  one  hundred  chariots.  And,  as  the  Syrians  of  Da-  5 
mafcus  had  come  to  fuccour  Hadar-ezer  king  of  Zoba,  David  flew  of  the  Syrians 
twenty-two  thoufand  men.  And  in  Syria  of  Damafcus  David  put  garrifons ;  and  6 
the  Syrians  became  David’s  fubje^b,  and  brought  him  prefents. — Thus  the  Lord 
favoured  David,  in  all  his  expeditions. 

Now,  the  golden  fliields,  that  were  found  on  the  fervants  of  Hadar-ezer,  David  7 
took  and  brought  to  Jerusalem :  f  but  Shifhak,  king  of  Egypt,  carried  them  away, 
when  he  came  up  againft  Jerufalem,  in  the  days  of  Rehoboam.  J — And  from  Betah  S' 
and  Berothai,  cities  of  Hadar-ezer,  king  David  brought  a  very  great  quantity  of 
brafs,  f  of  which  Solomon,  afterWardy  made'the  brazen  fea,  the  columns,  the  lavers, 
and  all  the  other  utenfils  of  the  temple .  | 

When  j|  Thou,  king  of  Hamath,  heard  that  David  had  fmitten  the  whole  hoft  9 
of  Hadar-ezer;  he  fent  his  oWn  fon  Adoram  to  king  David,  to  greet  and  congra-  10 
tulate  him,  for  his  having  fought  againft  Hadar-ezer,  and  fmitten  him  :  for  Hadar- 
ezer  was  at  war  with  Thou.  He,  alfo,  brought  with  him  veflels  of  filver,  and 
vefiels  of  gold,  and  veffels  of  brafs ;  which  king  David,  likewife,  dedicated  to  the  j  1 
Lord  ;  together  with  all  the  fflver  and  gold  of  all  the  nations,  which  he  fubdued  :4 
of  Syria,  of  Moab,  of  the  Ammonites,  of  the  Philiftines,  of  the  Amalekites,  and  of  « 
the  fpoils  of  Hadar-ezer  Ben-Rebob,  king  of  Zoba,  And  David,  on  his  return  from  13 
fmiting  the  Syrians,  erefled  a  monument. 

Meanwhile  f  Abifhai  Ben-Zeruia  having  flain  of  the  Edomites,  j  in  the  vale  of 
Melah,  eighteen  thoufand  men,  he  put  garrifons  throughout  alt  Edom;  and  all  the  14 
Edomites  became  David’s  fubjc&s;  for  the  Lord  favoured  David  in  all  his  expe¬ 
ditions. 

Thus  David  reigned  over  all  Ifrael;  and  adminiftered  judgment  and  juftice  to  13 
all  the  people* — Jtfab  Ben-Zeruia  was  over  the  hoft  ;  Jehofhaphat  Ben-Ahilud  was  16 
recorder;  Zadok  Ben-Ahitub  and  ||  Abiathar  Ben-Ahimelech  |  were  the  priefts;  17 
Seraiah  was  the  feribe;  Benaiah  Ben-Jeoidah  was  over  the  Cherethites  and  the  18 
Phelethites ;  and  David’s  own  fons  were  the  king’s  immediate  minifters. 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V-  7.  f  «ep.  and  job.— V.  8.  f  sep.  and  jos.— V.  9.  fl  al.  Thai,  or  Tboak.  See  c.  r.— V.  13.  f  fupplicd  from 

p.  p.  1  Chroo.  18.  12.  See  c,  R,— V.  17.  U  So  rightly  byr.  and  arab.  The  rest,  Ahimekcb  Ben-Ahiathar, 

a  manifest  errt>r. 

EmAHATORt  VOTES. 

V.  8.  A  very  treat  quantity  ofbraft*  Jofephus  fkys  that  While  David  was  in  perfon  carrying  on  the  war  againft 
this  brafs  was  of  a  mofl  excellent  quality,  furpajfiog  in  the  Syrians,  Abilhai,  one  of  his  generals,  fubdued  the 
value  gold  iifelf :  like  the  famous  Corinthian  brafs  among  Edomites, 

the  Greeks,  See  c.  a.  V.  16. ,  Recorder,  or  hiftoriographer. 

V«9,  King  of  Hamath  i  probably  Epipkarua.  See  the  V.  17.  Scribe ,  ar  ftcreiary. 
note  oh  Numb,  it-  21,  V.  18.  7 he  Cberetbue, t  and  Phelethitej.  Theft  were  the 

.V.  13.  A  whole  line  has  been  dropped  out  at  the  ori»  king's  life  guards, "and  the  ready  executor*  of  his  orders, 
ginal  or  this  verfej  which  I  have  fupphedfirom.  Chronicles.  Sec  c.  a. 
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Hu  Bounty  to  II  S  A  M  U  E  L>  IXi  X*  Jonathan* i  Son. 

§  9,  Dave's  Beneficence  to  the  furvtvlng  Son  of  Jonathan* 

1  DAVID  now  faid :  **  Is  there  yet  any  one  remaining  of  the  houfe  of  Saul ;  to 

2  “  whom  I  may  £hew  kindnefs  for  the  fake  of  Jonathan  ?”  Now  there  was  a  fer- 
vant  of  the  houfe  of  Saul,  whofe  name  was  Zibah;  who  being  called  to  David, 

3  the  king  faid  to  him :  “  Art  thou  Zibah  ?”  He  anfwered  :  “  Thy  fervant  is.”  u  Is 
u  there  yet,”  faid  the  king,  “  any  one  of  the  houfe  of  Saul;  to  whom  I  may  (hew 
**  a  god-like  kindnefs ?”  Zibah  anfwered  the  king:  u  There  is  yet  a  fon  of  Jona- 

4  “  than,  lame  of  his  feet.”  “  Where  is  he?”  replied  the  king.  Zibah  anfwered: 

5  .  **  Lo  !  in  the  houfe  of  Machir  Ben-Amiel,  at  Lodebar,”  King  David  then  fent, 

and  brought  him  from  Lodebar,  out  of  the  houfe  of  Machir  Ben-Amiel. 

6  When  Mephibofheth,  the  fon  of  Jonathan  Ben -Saul,  came  to  David,  he  fell  On 
his  face,  and  made  obeifance.  But  David  (aid :  “  Mephibofheth !”  He  anfwered; 

7  K  Behold  thy  fervant.”  David  faid  to  him :  **  Fear  nothing :  for  I  will  truly  (hew 
w  thee  kindnefs  for  the  (ake  of  thy  father  Jonathan  ;  and  will  reftore  to  thee  all  the 
•*  lands  of  thy  grand-father  Saul :  and  thyfelf  (hall  conftantly  eat  bread  at  mine  own 

8  “  table.”  f  Mephibofheth  bowed  himfelf,  and  faid :  u  What  is  thy  fervant  ?  that 

9  “  thou  fhouldeft  regard  fuch  a  dead  dog,  as  me  1” — The  king  then  called  Zibah, 
the  fervant  of  Saul,  and  faid  to  him :  “To  thy  mailer’s  grand-ion  I  have  given  all 

10  “  that  belonged  to  Saul  and  to  his  houfe.  Thou,  therefore,  and  thy  fons,  and  fer- 
“  vants  (Zibah  had  fifteen  fons  and  twenty  fervants),  {hall  till  the  land  for  him, 
u  and  bring  in  the  produce,  that  thy  mailer’s  grand-ion  may  have  bread  to  eat : 
“  for  Mephibofheth,  thy  mafter’s  grand-ion,  (hall  conftantly  eat  bread  at  mine  own 

11  w  table,  as  one  of  the  king’s  fons,”  Then  Zibah  faid  to  the  king:  M  According  to 
“  all  that  my  lord-king  hath  commanded  his  fervant,  fo  will  thy  fervant  do.” — So 

12  Mephibofheth  ate  at  the  |)  kings  table,  as  one  of  the  king’s  fons.  Mephibolheth 
had  a  young  fon,  whofe  name  was  Michah.  All  who  dwelled  in  the  houfe  of 

13  Zibah  were  fervants  to  Mephibofheth  :  but  Mephibofheth  himfelf  dwelled  in  Jeru- 
falem,  and  conftantly  ate  at  the  king’s  table.  He  was  lame  of  both  his  feet, 

$  10.  David's  Meffengerf  ill  ttfed  by  Hanun,  King  of  the  Ammonites ;  and  a  War 

the  Conference* 

1  AFTER  this,  it  happened,  that  Nahajh ,  king  of  the  Ammonites, died;  and 

2  Hanun,  his  fon,  reigned  in  his  (lead.  Then  David  faid :  “  I  will  fhew  kindnefs 
**  to  Hanun  Ben-Nahafh,  as  his  father  fhewed  kindnefs  to  me.” — So  David  fent  to 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  EX.  v.  8.  f  sep. — V .  11.  H  So  str.  arad.  and  equivalently  sef.  which  has  David's*  The  rest,  ray,  ex¬ 
cept  I  Hebrew  ms.  which  has  hits  i.  e.  David*!*  See  c.  r. 
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him,  by  his  fervaints,  a  mcflage  of  confolation  for  his  father’s  death.  But  when 
David’s  fervants  Arrived  in  the  land  of  the  Ammonites,  the  Ammonite  chiefs  faid  to  3 
their  m after  Hanun  1  “  Doth  David,  in  rhine  eyes,  honour  thy  father  in  his  fend- 
“  ing  comforters  to  thee  ?  Hath  not  David  fent  to  thee  his  fervants,  to  fpy  and 
44  explore  the  city,  for  the  purpofe  of  overthrowing  it  ?’*  Qn  this,  Hanun  took  4 
David’s  fervants,  and  lhaved  the  one  half  of  their  beards,  and  cut  off  their  garments 
by  the  middle*  at  their  buttocks ;  and  difmifled  them.  Which  being  told  to  Da-  5 
vid,  he  fent  to  meet  them,  for  the  men  were  greatly  afhamed.  And  the  king  laid : 

“  Stop  at  Jericho,  until  your  beards  be  grown  $  then  return.” 

The  Ammonites  now  faw,  that  they  had  made  themfelves  odious  to  David  ;  fo  6 
they  fent  and  lured  the  Syrians  of  Beth-rehob,  and  the  Syrians  of  Zoba,  twenty 
thoufand  men  ;  a  thoufand  from  the  king  of  Maacha,  and  twelve  thoufand  Tobites. 
When  David  heard  of  this,  he  fent  out  Joab,  with  the  whole  hoft  of  valiant  men.  7 
And  the  Ammonites  came  out,  and  formed  in  battle  array  before  the  city  gate :  8 

while  the  Syrians  of  Zoba  and  of  Rehob,  and  the  men  of  Tob  and  of  Maacha  were 
pojled  apart  iu  the  fields.  When  Joab  faw  that  he  had  againft  him  a  front  of  battle,  9 
both  before1  and  behind,  he  made  a  feleftion  of  all  the  choice  men  of  Ifrael,  and 
arrayed  them  againft  the  Syrians  :  and  the  remainder  of  the  people  he  committed  10 
to  his  brother  Abiftiai,  that  he  might  array  them  againft  the  Ammonites.  ct  If  the  it 
“  Syrians,”  faid  he,  “  be  too  ftrong  for  me,  then  thou  rauft  fuccour  me :  and  if 
“  the  Ammonites  be  too  ftrong  for  thee,  then  will  I  come  to  thy  alliftance.  Be  12 
u  of  good  courage ;  and  let  us  a£fc  like  men,  for  our  people  and  for  the  cities  of 
u  our  God  :  and  may  the  LORD  do  that,  which  is  right  in  his  own  eyes  1"  Then  13 
Joab,  and  the  people  that  were  with  him,  approached  to  battle,  againft  the  Syrians ; 
who  fled  before  him.  And  when  the  Ammonites  faw  that  the  Syrians  were  flee-  14 
ing,  they  too  fled  before  Abilhai,  and  went  back  into  the  city.  On  which,  Joab 
returned  from  the  Ammonites,  and  came  to  Jerufalem. 

When  the  Syrians  law  themfelves  thus  defeated  by  the  Israelites,  they  aflembled  15 
together.  And  Hadar-ezer  fent,  and  brought  over  thofe  Syrians  that  were  beyond  16 
the  river :  and  they  came  to  Helam,  led  on  by  Shobach,  the  chief  captain  of  Ha- 
dar-ezer’s  hoft.  When  this  was  told  to  David,  he  aflembled  all  the  Ifraelites ;  and,  17 
palling  over  the  Jordan,  came  to  Helam ;  where  the  Syrians  put  themfelves  in 
battle-array,  and  fought  with  him.  But  the  Syrians  fled  before  the  Ifraelites :  and  18 
David  deftroyed  of  the  Syrians,  feven  hundred  chariots,  ||  feven  thoufand  horfe, 
and  forty  thoufand  foot,  j  He  alfo  fmote  the  chief  captain  of  their  hoft,  Shobach ; 
who  died  there.  When  all*  thofe  kings,  that  had  been  vafials  to  Hadar-ezer,  faw  19 
that  they  were  fmitten  by  the  Ifraelites,  they  made  peace  with  them,  and  became 

VARIOUS  READING. 

CH.  X.  v.  18.B  This  reading  is  formed  partly  from  joskph us,  and  partly  from  p.p.  1  Chron.  19. 18.  Sec  c.  k. 
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latter  an  fv&ekal.  II  S  A  M  U  E  L.  XI«  David* i  Adultery  &e. 

their  fubje&s. — And  the  Syrians  were  afraid  to  give  any  more  aiEftance  to  the 
Ammonites. 

5  1 1.  During  the  Ammonite  War,  David  eommhteth  Adultery  with  the  Wife  of 

Uriah ,  &c. 

\  ON  the  return  of  the  year*  at  the  feafon  when  kings  are  wont  to  go  out  to  war , 
David  fent  out  Joab  with  his  other  fervants  and  afl  the  Lfraelites :  thefe  wafted  the 
country  of  the  Ammonites,  and  befieged  Raba ;  while  David  remained  at  Jeru¬ 
salem. 

a  Now  it  happened,  one  evening,  that  David,  anting  from  his  bed,  walked 
upon  the  roof  of  the  royal  palace;  and,  from  the.  roof,  he  fpied  a  woman  bathing 

3  herfelf :  and  the  woman  was  exceedingly  beautiful.  So  David  fent  to  enquire  after 
the  woman ;  and  it  was  told  to  him,  that  fhe  was  Bathiheba,  the  daughter  of 

4  Eliam,  and  the  wife  of  the  Hethite  Uriah.  David  then  fent  meffengers  to  bring 
her  to  him ;  and,  when  flie  came  to  him,  he  lay  with  her :  and  when  Ihe  had  pu- 

5  rified  herfelf  from  her  uacleannefs,  (he  returned  to  her  own  houfe.  But  the 
woman,  becoming  pregnant,  fent  to  tell  David,  and  faid :  “  I  am  with  child.”— 

6  On  this  David  fent  the  following  mffage  to  Joab  :  u  Send  to  me  Uriah,  the  Hethite.” 

7  And  Joab  fent  Uriah  to  David.  When  Uriah  was  come  to  him,  David  afked,  how 

8  it  fared  with  Joab  and  the  people,  and  what  was  the  progress  of  the  war  ?  Then 
.  David  faid  to  Uriah:  *‘Go  down  to  thine  own  houfe;  and  bathe  thy  feet-**  And 

when  Uriah  left  the  king's  houfe,  there  went,  after  him,  a  mefs  from  the  king. 

9  But  Uriah  flept  at  the  palace  gate,  with  the  reft  of  the  king's  fervants  ;  and  went 
to  not  down  to  his  own  houfe.  When  it  was  told  to  David,  that  Uriah  had  not  gone 

down  to  his  own  houfe,  David  faid  to  Uriah :  44  Thou  art  come  from  a  journey : 
1 1  “  why  then  haft  thou  not  gone  down  to  thine  own  houfe  ?”  Uriah  anfwered  David: 
The  ark,  with  the  men  of  Ifraei  and  Judah,  remain  in  tents ;  and  my  lord  Joab 
“  and  the  other  fervants  of  my  lord  king  are  encamped  in  the  open  fields !'  and 
4<  fhall  I  go  down  to  mine  own  houfe,  to  eat,  and  to  drink,  and  to  lie  with  my 
n  “  wife  ?  As  thou  liveft,  I  will  do  no  fuch  thing.** — Then  David  faid  to  Uriah  : 
“  Stay  here,  but  this  day,  and  to-morrow  I  will  let  thee  depart.”  So  Uriah  ftaid 

13  in  Jerufalem  that  day.  But,  on  the  morrow,  David  called  for  him,  and  made 
him  eat  and  drink  in  his  prefence,  until  he  made  him  drunk :  yet*  at  even,  he  went 
out  to  take  his  bed  among  the  fervants  of  his  mafter ;  and  went  not  down  to  his 

14  own  houfe. — Next  morning,  then,  David  wrote  a  letter  to  Joab,  which  he  fent  by 

15  Uriah.  And,  in  the  letter,  he  wrote  thus :  “  Place  Uriah  in  the  front  of  the  hptteft 

16  “  battle,  and  retreat  from  him,  that  he  may  be  fmitten  and  die.”  Joab,  having 
well  obferved  the  ftuation  of  the  city,  afSgned  a  poft  to  Uriah,  where  he  knew 
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David  it  rebuild 


II  SAMUEL.  XII.  by  the  Prophet  Nathan^ 


there  were  brave  men  to  oppafe  bim  t  and,  on  the  men  of  the  city  coming  out  to  17 
fight  with  Joab,  feveral  of  David’s  fervants  fell;  and  among  thefe  was  killed  Uriah, 
the  Hethite,  Then  Joab  fent  to  inform  David  all  the  circumftances  of  the  battle;  18 
and  charged  the  meflenger,  faying :  w  If,  when  thou  {halt  have  made  an  end  of  19 
44  telling  to  the  king  the  circumftances  of  the  battle,  the  king* s  anger  happen  to  20 
“  rife ;  and  if  he  fay  to  thee :  4  Why,  while  ye  fought,  approached  ye  fo  nigh  to 
44  the  city?  were  ye  ignorant,  that  they  might  {hoot  at  you  from  the  walls?  who  21 
“  fmote  Abimelech  Ben-Jerab-baal  ?  did  not  a  wpman  throw,  from  the  wall,  the 
“  fragment  of  an  upper  mill-ftone  a£  him,  by  which  he  died  at  Tfiebez  ?  why  went 
44  ye  fo  nigh  to  the  walls  ?’  then  fay  thou  1  1  Thy  fervant  Uriah,  the  Hethite,  is 
44  alfo  dead,* ”  The  meflenger  went,  and  came,  and  told  to  David,  all  that  Joab  aa 
had  fent  him  for:*  and  the  meflenger  faid  to  David:  44  The  men  of  Raba  pre-  23 
44  vailed,  indeed,  againft  us,  and  came  out  to  attack  us  in  the  fields ;  .when  we  drove 
44  them  back  to  the  very  gate :  but  the  {hooters  lhot,  from  the  walls,  upon  thy  fer-  24. 
44  vants ;  and  feveral  of  the  king’s  fervants  are  dead ;  and  thy  fervant  Uriah,  the 
“  Hethite,  is  alfo  dead.”  David  replied  to  the  meflenger  :  44  Thus  flialt  thou  fay  25 
44  to  Joab:  J  Let  not  this  matter  give  thee  pain;  for  fometimea  here,  and  fome- 
44  times  there,  the  fword  devoureth.  Make  a  ftronger  aflauk  on  the  city,  and 
“  deftroy  it Thus  do  thou  confole  him.** 

When  the  wife  of  Uriah  heard,  that  her  hulband  was  dead,  /he  mourned  for  26 
her  hufband ;  but,  when  the  mourning  was  over,  David  fent,  and  brought  her  to 
his  own  houfe ;  and  fhe  became  his  wife,  and  bare  to  him  a  foru 

But  the  thing,  which  David  had  done,  was  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord:  and  i 
the  Lord  fent  to  David  f  the  prophet  j  Nathan;  who  came  to  him  and /aid  to  him  : 

44  In  one  city,  were  two  men ;  the  one  rich,  and  the  other  poor.  The  rich  man  2 
44  had  very  many  flocks  and  herds :  but  the  poor  man  had  only  one  little  ewe-lamb,  3 
44  which  he  had  purchafed,  and  nouriftied:  it  grew  up,  in  his  houfe,  with  his  own 
44  children :  it  ate  of  his  own  morfel,  and  drank  out  of  his  own  cup:  it  lay  in  his 
41  bofom ;  and  was  to  him  like  a  daughter.  Now,  a  traveller  coming  to  the  rich  4 
44  man’s  houfe,  he  \ibc  rich  m an]  had  no  heart  to  take  any  of  his  own  flocks 
44  or  herds,  to  drefs  for  the  traveller  that  had  come  to  him ;  but  he  took  the  poor 
44  man’s  lamb,  and  drefled  it  for  his  gueft.”~— David  was  greatly  incenfed  againft  5 
that  man,  and  faid  to  Nathan:  “As  the  Lord  liveth,  the  man  who  did  fo  is 
44  worthy  of  death:  becaufe  he  did  fo,  and  had  no  compaflion,  he  (hall  reftore  the  6 
44  lamb  fourfold,”  Then  Nathan  laid  to  David :  44  Thou  art  the  man  !  Thus  faith  7 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XI.  22.  *  And  David  was  incenfed  againft  Joab9  and fasdi  **  Why  did  ye  approach  the  iv  alls  ft  &c.  sEi*.  re¬ 
peating  exa£Uy  the  words  above  in  tv.  20  and  21.  See  c.  a. — CH.  XII.  v.  1.  f  sep.  syr,  arab. 
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"  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael;  *1  anointed  thee  king  over  Ifrael,  and  out  of  the 

%  “hands  of  Saul  I  delivered  thee:  and  thy  mafter’s  ||  daughter  and  thy  matter’s 
"  wives  I  gave  into  thy  bofom  ;  and  the  houles  of  Ifrael  and  Judah  I  fubmitted  to 
M  thee:  and  if  that  were  too  little,  I  was  ready  to  give  thee,  moreover,  fuch  and  fucK 

9  "  other  things :  why,  then,  haft  thou  defpifed  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  by 
"  doing  evil  in  his  light  ?  Uriah,  the  Hethite,  thou  haft  llain  with  the  fword  ;  and 
"  his  wife  thou  haft  taken  to  be  thine  own  wife :  after  flaying  himfelf  by  the  fword 

10  "  of  the  Ammonites  1  For  th'at  reafon,  then,  from  thine  houfe  the  fword  {hall 
"  never  depart,  becaufe  thou  haft  defpifed  me;  and  haft  taken  the  wife  of  Uriah, 

11  "  the  Hethite,  to  be  thine  own  wife.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  :  ‘  Out  of  thine  own 
w  houfe  I  willraife  up  evil  againft  thee,  and  will,  under  thine  own  eyes,  take  thy 
“  wives  and  give  them  to  thy  rival.;  who  will  lie  with  thy  wives  in  the  face  of  the 

12  **  fun.  Thou  haft  a£ted  fecredy:  but  this  I  will  do  before  all  Ifrael;  and  in  the 

13  “  face  of  the  fun!”— David  (aid  to  Nathan :  "  I  have  linned  againft  the  Lord.’* 
Nathan  anfwered  David  :  "  The  Lord  hath,  alfo,  remitted  thy  fin ;  thou  Ihalt  not 

r4  “  die.  Neverthelefr,  as  by  this  deed  thou  haft  given,  to  the  enemies  of  the  Lord, 
"great  occafion  to  blafpheme,  the  child,  now  bom  to  thee,  fhall  afiuredly  die.” 

15  Nathan,  then,  departed,  unto  bis  own  houfe* 

But  the  Lord  ftruckthe  child,  that  Uriah’s  wife  had  borne  to  David:  and  he 

16  was  very  fick.  And  David  befought  God  for  the  child,  and  fafted  rigoroufly,  and 

17  went  and  lay  all  night  upon  the  ground  :  and  when  the  elders  of  his  houfe  came 
to  raife  him  up  from  the  ground,  he  refufed ;  nor  would  he  eat  any  vi&uals  with 

18  them.  On  the  feventh  day,  the  child  died :  and  David’s  fervants  were  afraid  to 
tell  him  that  the  child  was  dead ;  for  they  laid ;  "  Lo !  when  the  child  was  yet 
“  alive,  when  we  {poke  to  him,  he  would  not  liften  to  our  voice ;  how  will  he  be 

19  "  vexed,  if  we  tell  him  that  the  child  is  dead  !**  But  when  David  law  that  his  fer~ 
vants  whifpered,  he  fuppofed  that  the  child  was  dead  :  Jo  David  faid  to  his  fervants: 

20  "  Is  the  child  dead?”  They  faid :  w  He  is  dead.”  On  this  David  arofe  from  the 
ground  ;  and  having  wafhed  and  anointed  himfelf,  he  changed  his  garments,  and 
went  into  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  and  worihipped.  He  then  returned  to  his 
own  houfe ;  when  at  his  defire  vi&uals  were  placed  before  him ;  and  he  ate* 

si  Then,  laid  his  fervants  to  him :  "  What  is  this,  that  thou  haft  done  ?  While  the 
"  child  was  alive,  thou  faftedft  and  weepedft ;  but  when  the  child  was  dead,  thou. 

22  "  arofeft  and  ateft  vi duals !”  He  anfwered  :  “  While  the  child  was  alive,  I  fafted 
"  and  wept ;  for  I  faid :  ‘  Who  can  tell,  whether,  through  God’s  goodnefs  to  me, 

VARIOUS  RE  AD  INC. 

V,  8.  it  So  STR.  ARAB.  The  rest,  hou/e.  See  C.  R. 

EiniKATOIT  NOTES. 
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II  S  A.  M  U  E  L»  XIII,  The  Rn£e  of  Thamar. 

“.the  child  may  not  yet  live  ?  But  now,  fince  he  is  dead,  why  Ihould  I  faft  ?  can  23 
“  I  bring  him  back?  I  muft  go  to  him ;  hut  he  will  never  return  to  me  !” 

David  now  confoled  his  wife  Bathlheba,  and  cohabited  with  her,  and  lay  with  24 
her :  and  flie  t  conceived  and  |  bare  a  fon,  who  was  called  Solomon.  Him  the 
Lord  loved ;  and,  through  the  mediation  of  the  prophet  Nathan,  called  his  name  25 
Jedidiah  [ Beloved  of  the  Lord };  becaufe  the  Lord  loved  him. 

Meanwhile,  Joab  was  lighting  againft  Raba,  thecafital  of  the  Ammonites ;  26 
and  bad  taken  the  royal  quarter  of  that  city.  So  Joab  fertt  mefiengers  to  David,  27 
and  faid;  M  I  have  been  fighting  againft  Raba,  and  have  taken  the  town  of  waters. 

“  Now,  therefore,  affemble  thou  the  reft  of  the  people,  and  befiege  the  city  and  28 
tt  take  it;  left,  if  I  take  the  city,  the  fame  of  it  redound  on  me.”  So  David  af-  29 
fembled  all  the  people,  and  went  to  Raba,  and  fought  againft  it  and  took  it.  And  30 
from  off  tbeir  long’s  head  he  took  the  crown,  the  weight  of  which  was  a  talent 
of  gold,  befet  with  precious  ftones.  This  was  put  upon  the  head  of  David.  Out 
of  the  city  he  brought  a  very  great  booty ;  and  die  Inhabitants  he  brought  forth,  31 
and  put  them  under  faws,  and  iron  harrows,  and  iron  axes;  and  made  them  pafa 
through  brick-kilns  1  thus  he  treated  all  the  cities  of  the  Ammonites,  Then  David 
and  all  the  people  returned  to  Jerufalem. 

§  12.  Amnon  rovijhetb  his  Sifter  Lhamar,  and  is  Jlain  fir  it  by  Abfhalom , 

AFTER  this  it  happened  that  Abihalom,  David’s  fon,  having  a  beautiful  fifter  1 
whofe  name  was  Thamar,  .Amnon,  another  fon  of  David,  was  in  love  with  her. 
And  Amnon  was  fo  much  diftrefled,  that  he  fell  Tick  on  account  of  his  lifter  Tha-  2 
mar ;  for  £he  being  a  virgin,  it  appeared  impoffible  for  him  to  enjoy  her.  But  3 
Amnon  had  a'  friend,  whole  name  was  Jonadab,  the  fon  of  David’s  brother  Sbi- 
meah.  This  Jonadab,  being  a  very  ihrewd  man,  laid  to  him':  u  Why  art  thou  4 
“  (the  fon  of  a  king)  every,  morning  leaner  and  leaner?  wilt  thou  not  tell  me  V* 
Amnon  laid  to  him :  “  I  am  in  love  with  Thamar,  the  lifter  of  my  brother  Ablha- 
“  lom.M-~~Jonadab  then  faid  to  him :  **  Lie  down  on  thy  bed,  and  feign  thyfelf  5 
u  lick:  and  when  thy  father  cometh  to  vifit  thee,  fay  to  him:  *  I  pray  thee,  let 
4<  my  fifter  Thamar  come,  and  give  me  food,  and  drefs  the  vi&uals  in  my  prefence, 

”  that  I  may  fee  them  dreft,  and  eat  them,  from  her  hand.” — So  Amnon  lay  down,  and  6 
feigned  himfelf  lick  :  and,  when  the  king  went  to  vifit  him,  Amnon  laid  to  the  king : 

“  J  pray  thee,  let  my  fifter  Thamar  come,  and  make  for  me,  in  my  prefence,  a 

VARIOUS  READING. 

V.  24.  +  SEP.  ARAB. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

V.  *7.  The  t&am  of  <waierjt  i.  e.  that  part  of  the  city  Eaft  art  fo  clofely  watched,  that  it  is  difficult  for  any  man 
which  was  built  by,  or  on,  the  river  Sirka  •  called  before  to  get  accefs  to  them,  without  wituelTes.  Hence  the 
the  nyal  quarter  t  as  being  the  king’s  refidence,  diftrefs  of  A  moon ;  and  the  wicked  device  he  follows  to 
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7  44  couple  of  pancakes;  that  I  may  eat  them  from  her  hand.”  Inftantiy  David  feht 
word  home  to  Thamar,  faying :  “  Go,  now,  to  the  houfe’  of  thy  brother  Amnon, 

8  44  and  drefs  vi&uals  for  him,”  So  Thamar  went  to  the  houfe  of  her  brother  Amnon; 
where  he  had  Iain  down.  And  Ihe  took  pafte,  and  beat  it  up,  and  made  pancakes 

9  of  it,  in  his  fight :  and,  when  ihe  had  baked  the  pancakes,  fhe  took  the  pan,  and 
poured  them  out  before  him.  Bui  Amnoo  refufed  to  eat,  and  laid :  44  Let  every  man 

10  “  prcfent  go  out  fo  every  man  prefent  went  out.  Then  Amnon  faid  to  Thamar: 
w  Bring  the  viduals  into  the  alcove,  that  I  may  eat  them,  from  thine  own  hand.” 
Thamar  took  the  pancakes  which  fhe  had  made,  and  brought  them  into  the 

n  alcove,  to  her  brother  Amnon.  But  when  ihe  brought  them  to  him  to  eat,  he 

i*  laid  hold  on  her,  and  laid  to  her :  u  Gome,  lie  with  me,  my  lifter.”  But  Ihe  faid 
to  him :  u  Do  not,  my  brother  1  do  not  force  me;  fuch  things  are  not  done  in 

13  u  Ifraei:  commit  not  this  flagitioufnefs :  for  whither  could  I  transfer  my  fhame  ? 
4*  and  even  thou  tfmft  be  accounted  a  flagitious  man  in  IfraeL  Now,  therefore, 

14  “  1  pray  thee,  fpeak  to  the  king :  for  to  thee  he  will  not  refufe  me.”  Yet  he  would 
not  liften  to  her  voice;  but,  being  ftronger  than  Ihe,  he  forced  her,  and  lay  with 

15  her,  Amnon,  now,  fo  exceedingly  hated  her;  that  the  hatred  with  which  he 
hated  her,  was  greater  than  the  love,  with  which  he  had  loved  her.  And  Amnon 

16  laid  to  her :  44  Rife !  be  gone  !”  44  Caufelefr !”  laid  file  to  him  ;  **  Sending  me 

44  thus  away,  is  a  greater  injury,  than  that  which  thou  haft  already  done  to  me.” 

17  However,  he  would  not  liften  to  her;  but,  calling  to  his  fervant,  who  attended 

18  him,  faid :  44  Thruft  out  from  me  this  woman,  and  bolt  the  door  after  her.”— Now, 
Thamar  had  on  her  a  robe  of  various  colours  5  for  fuch  robes  the  virgin-daughters 
of  kings  ufed,  |j  anciently,  to  wear :  fo,  when  the  fervent  brought  her  out,  and  bolted 

19  the  door  after  her,  Ihe  put  allies  upon  her  head,  and  rent  the  robe  of  various 
colours,  that  was  on  her ;  and,  laying  her  hand  upon  her  head,  ihe  went  on  cry- 

20  ing ;  when  her  brother  Abfhalom  faid  to  her ;  44  Thy  brother  Amnon  hath  been  with 
44  thee,  then  ?  but  be  quiet,  my  filler  !  he  is  thy  brother ;  take  not  this  matter  to 
46  heart.” — So  Thamar  lived  a  folitary  life,  in  the  houfe  of  her  brother  Abfhalom. 

aj  When  king  David  heard  of  this  affair,  he  was  much  incenfed;  j'yet  he  would 
not  grieve  the  heart  of  his  fon  Amnon  ;  becaufe  he  loved  him,  as  being  his  firft- 

22  born  fon.  |  As  for  Abfhalom,  he  faid  nothing  to  his  brother  Amnon,  either  good  or 

23  bad ;  although  he  hated  Amnon,  for  having  violated  his  lifter  Thamar.  Now, 
alter  two  full  years,  it  happened,  that  Ablhalom  had  fheep-lhearers,  at  Baal-hazor, 
which  is  by  Afwatf -Ephraim.  cfbitber  Abfhalom  had  invited  all  the  king’s  fons. 

Various  readings. 

CH.  XIII.  v.  18.  ||  So  josEWUis,  from  a  reading  much  more  probable  than  that  of  the  ptefent  text:  which 
has  been  varioufly  corrected  and  amended,  to  make  it  fpeak  Something  like  fenfe.  The  heft  of  thefe  fecros 
to  be  that  of  micha£LI9,  viz.  from  the  age  of  puberty*  See-  c.  &. — V.  *31.  ■}•  sep.  See  c.  R. 
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And  Ablhalom  came  to  the  king,  and  faid :  u  Lo  l  now,  thy  {errant  hath  Ibeep-  24 
w  fhearers  :  let  the  king,  I  pray  thee,  and  his  minifters  go  with  thy  fervant  to  tbe 
"ftajl”  But  the  king  laid  to  Ablhalom :  u  Nay,  my  fon  !  let  us  not  all  go ;  left  we  85 
“  be  burthenfome  to  thee.”  And,  though  Abjbalom  ftill  urged  him,  he  refufed  to 
go  with  bim ;  but  blefled  him*  **  At  leaft,  then,”  faid  Ablhalom,  “  let,  l  pray  thee,  a6 
u  my  brother  Amnon  go  up  with  us.”  w  Why  fhould  he  go  up  with  thee  ?”  laid 
the  king.  But  Ablhalom  fo  urged  him,  that  he  permitted  Amnon  to  go,  with  the  17 
other  fons  of  the  king. 

t  Abshalom  made  a  feaft,  like  the  feaft  of  a  king,  |  and  Ablhalom  gave  a  charge  a8 
to  his  fervants,  faying :  M  Obferve,  now !  when  Amnon’a  heart  (hall  be  exhilarated 
“  by  wine,  and  when  I  (hall  fay  to  you  ;  *  Smite  Amnon  inftantly  put  him  to 
u  death  j  fear  nothing :  ’tis  I  who  bid  you :  be  refolute  and  brave  men.”  The  29 
fervants  of  Ablhalom  did  to  Amnon,  as  Ablhalom  had  commanded  them :  when  all 
the  king’s  fon*  arofe ;  mounted,  each  Ins  mule ;  and  fled.  But,  while  they  were  30 
yet  on  the  way,  a  report  came  to  David,  faying  i  u  Ablhalom  hath  fmitten  all  the 
u  king^a  fons :  not  one  of  them  remainetb.”  On  this,  the  king  arofe,  and  rent  his  31 
garments,  and  lay  upon  the  ground  ;  and  all  Ids  fervants  flood  by  him  in  rent  gar¬ 
ments.  But  Jonadab,  the  fon  of  David’s  brother  Shimeah,  took  upon  him  to  fey :  32 
u  Let  not  my  lord  fuppofe,  that  all  the  royal  youths  are  flain ;  for  Amnon  only  is 
**  dead  i.  and  this  had  been  determined  on  by  Ablhalom,  from  the  day  that  his  filler 
**  Thamar  was  violated.  Let  not,  then,  my  lord-king  take  this  matter  to  heart,  33 
“  from  a  fuppofition  that  all  the  king’s  fons  are  dead :  for  Amnon,  only,  is  dead ; 
w  while  Ablhalom  will  have  fled.”- — The  young  man,  who  kept  watch,  now  railed  34 
his  eyes,  and  looked ;  when,  lo  \  from  the  way  next  to  him,  by  the  hill-fide,  came 
a  multitude  of  people:  when  Jonadab  faid  to  the  Icing:  “  The  king’s  fons  are  35 
M  coming :  as  thy  fervant  laid,  fo  it  is.”  He  had  hardly  made  an  end  of  flaking;  36 
wh£fy  lo !  the  king’s  fons  arrived :  *nd,  on  arriving,  they  raifed  their  voices,  and 
wept.  The  king,  too,  and  all  his  fervants  wept  exceedingly. — Meanwhile  Ablha-  37 
lom  fled,  and  went  to  Thalrnai  Ben-Amihud,  king  of  Gefhur. 

§  13.  David  is  reconciled  to  Abjbalom ,  who  refumetb  to  JerufaUm,  &c. 

DAVID  mourned,  ||  many  days,  |  for  his  fon.  But  when  Ablhalom,  who  had  38 
fled  to  Gefhur,  had  been  there  three  years,  king  David,  now  confoled  for  the  39 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V*  28.  f  iip.  vuLGw— V.  37.  |]  So  mu  arab.  and  4  mss.  woh  fevcral  copies  of  volc.  See  c.  r.  The  rest, 

tverj  day* 

BXPLADATOIY  SOJK. 

V.  JJ.  Svt  Hejjtd  ian.  W«  would  fiy,  bait  has  a£eut  wfaremfL 
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to  Gejbar,  JoaPt  Drwt  II  S  A  MU  EX,  XIV.  »j**,«*u 

x  death  of  Amnon,  longed  for  Ablhalonu*  $6  when  Joab  Bcn-Zeruia  perceived 
a  that  the  king  wiibed  well  to  Abihalom,  he  lent  to  Thekoaj  and  thence  brought  a 
wife  woman ;  to  'whom  he  faid :  "  Feign  thyfelf,  I  pray  thee,  a  mourner ;  put  on 
*l  mourning  apparel ;  ceafe  to  anoint  thyfelf  with  oil,  and  perfonate  a  woman  who 

3  **  hath  long  mourned  for  the  dead.  Go  then  to  the  king,  and  ipcak  to  him,  alter 

4  “  this  manner,**  *Joab  then  put  the  words  in  her  mouth:  and  the  woman  of 
Thekoa  ||  went  t»  the  king;  and,  with  her  face  proftrate  on  the  ground,  made 

5  obeifance ;  and  faid :  ^  Succopr !  O  king  !”  The  king  laid  to  her :  ,f  What  aileth 
“  thee  V*  She  anfwered :  “  Alas !  I  am  a  widow  woman ;  for  my  huiband  is  dead. 

6  w  Now  thine  handmaid  had  two  fons ;  and  they  two  quarrelling  in  the  fields,  and 
**  there  being  no  one  by  to  part  them;  the  one  fmote  the  other,  and  flew  him. 

j  is  And,  lol  the  whole  kin£hip  have  rifen  up  againft  thine  handmaid,  and  faid  5 
“ 1  Deliver  up  him  who  fmote  his  brother,  that  we  may  put  him  to  death,  for  the 
u  life  of  his  brother,  whom  lie  hath  flain ;  and  extirpate  even  the  heir.’  Thus 
”  would  they  extinguifh  my  remaining  coal,  and  leave  to  my  hufband  neither 

8  11  name,  nor  relift  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.’*  The  king  then  faid  to  the  woman: 

9  u  Go  home ;  and  I  will  give  orders  concerning  thee#**  The  woman  of  Thekoa 
replied  to  the  king:  w  The  iniquity  lie  on  me,  my  lord-king,  and  on  my  father’s 

to  w  houfe :  and  may  the  king  and  hia  throne  be  guiltlefe.”  The  king  replied : 

“  Whofoever  fhall  fay  aught  to  you  on  the  fuhjedt^  bring  him  to  me,  and  he  (hall 
ix  u  no  more  trouble  thee.”  <l  I  pray  thee,  then,"  faid  fhe,  w  let  the  king  remember; 
“  for  the  Lord  thy  God’s  fake;  not  to  fuf&r  thofe  numerous  blood-avengers  to 
w  deftroy  my  fon.”  “  As  the  Loan  liveth^*  faid  fthe  king,  Not  one  hair  of 

12  11  thy  fon’s  f  head  fhall  fall  to  the  ground."  The  woman  then  laid:  “  Let  thine 

13  “  handmaid  fpeak  a  word  more  to  my  lord-king.”  “  Speak  l"  faid  he.  The  wo¬ 
man  faid :  “  On  what  ground  haft  thou  thus  decided,  with  refpeft  to  God’s  people  ? 
“  From  this  derifion,  the  king  himfelf  is  not  guilriefs ;  in  as  far  as  he  hringeth 

14  “  not  home  his  own  exiled  fon.  ’  Since  die  we  mull,  and  are  as  water  (pilled  upon 
“  the  earth,  which  cannot  be  gathered  up  again  (for  God  excepteth  no  perfon)  j  let 

ike  king  devife  filch  raeafures,  as  that  his  exiled  fin  be  not  longer  an  -exile.  If 
“  I  have  now  come  to  (peak  in  this  manner  to  the  king,  it  is  becaufe  people  fo  ad- 

VAXIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XIV.  T.  4.  u  So  SEP.  SYR.  VOI.G.  ARAB.  Wlt(j  43  MSS.  The  REST,y&«f.  See  C.  R. — -V.  II.  ARAB,  and 

1  MS.— Ib.  t  CHILD.  STR.  ARAB,  and  1  MS. 

EXPLANATORY  MOTES. 

Chi  xiv.  rer.  9.  Thslmyully  St  on  mt>  &c.  L  e.  the  injuftice  the  context.  I  confefs,  however,  that  the  whole  paflwe 
of  pardoning  a  murderer;  whom  the  Wood-avenger  had  a  is  extremely  difficult  to  render;  and  I  am  not  certain  if  I 
right  to  kill,  whensoever  hr  found  him ;  except  in  a  city  of  have  always  hit  the  true  meaning.  My  verfion  u,  I  truft, 
refuge.  intelligible;  and  as  literal  as  I  could  poffibfy  malt*  it, 

V.  14,  Ltt  tBt  Httg*  I  think  tbefe  words  'nra$  have  without  obfeunty.  For  the  particulars,  fee  c.  a. 
beeu  originally  in  the  texf,  or  art  to  be  underflow!  from 
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Abfhalom  rdanttb  to  II  S  A  M  U  £  L.  XlV*  yerufalcm,  tobartht 

44  vifed  me ;  and  thine  handmaid  laid :  4 1  will  fpeak  to  the  king :  perhaps  the  king 
44  will  grant  the  requeft  of  his  handmaid.’  For  thine  handmaid  thought*  if  the  16 
44  king  will  but  liften  to  my  jirfi  requeft^  to  preserve  his  handmaid  out  of  the  hands 
44  of  the  man,  who  would  exterminate  me  and  my  fon  together,  from  Goo’s 
“  inheritance  ;  that  then  the  king’s  determination,  with  regard  to  bis  own  finy  would  ty 
“  alfo  be  favourable.  For  like  an  angel  of  Goo  is  my  lord-king,  in  difceming 
44  good  and  bad :  and  the  Loud,  thy  God,  is  with  thee.”  The  king  then  an-  t$ 
fwered,  and  faid  to  the  woman  ;  44  -Conceal  not,  from  me,  I  pray  thee,  what  I  am 
tt  now  going  to  afk  thee.”  The  woman  faid :  44  Let  my  lord-king  fpeak  it.”  The  19 
king  faid :  “  Is  not  the  hand  of  Joab  with  thee  in  all  this  V*  The  woman  anfwcr- 
ed,  and  faid :  “  As  thou  liveft,  my  lord-king !  it  is  precifely  as  my  lord-king  hath 
*c  faid :  for  it  was  thy  fervant  Joab,  who  advifed  me,  and  put  all  thofe  words  in 
“  the  mouth  of  thine  handmaid,  fo  as  to  give  this  turn,  to  the  difcourfe  :  all  this  20 
44  Joab  did.  But  my  lord  is  wife ;  as  wife  as  an  angel  of  Goo  ;  to  know  every 
*  thing  on  earth.” 

The  king  then  faid  to  Joab:  44  Lo  !  now  I  grant  this  requeft :  go,  then,  and  21 
44  bring  back  the  young  man  Abfhalom.”  Joab  fell  proftrate„on  the  ground,  and  2* 
made  obeifance,  and  thanked  the  king,  and  faid  :  44  This  day  thy  fervant  is  con- 
44  vinced,  that  I  find  favour  in  thine  eyes,  my  lord-king!  by  the  king’s  having 
44  fulfilled  the  requeft  of  his  fervant.” — So  Joab  fet  out,  and  went  to  Gefhur,  and  23 
brought  Abihalom  to  Jerufalem  :  when  the  king  laid :  “  Let  him 'turn  into  his  own  24. 
41  houfe ;  but  let  him  not  yet  fee  my  face.”  So  Abihalom  turned  into  his  own 
houfe,  and  faw  not  the  king’s  face. 

Now,  in  all  Ifrael  there  was  no  one  fo  much  praifed  for  his  beauty  as  Abfhalom :  25 
from  the  foie  of  his  foot  to  the  crown  of  hla  head,  there  was  no  blemilh  in  him. 
When  he  polled  the  hair  of  his  head,  which  he  did  from  time  to  time,  becaufe  it  a6 
burthened  him,  the  weight  of  the  hair  of  his  head  was  two  hundred  Ihekels,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  royal  ftandard.  To  Abihalom  were  born  three  fons ;  and  a  daughter,  27 
whofe  name  was  Thatnar.  She  was  a  beautiful  woman ;  f  and  became  the  wife  of 
Rehoboam,  the  fon  of  Solomon.  | 

When  Abihalom  had  remained  two  full  years  at  Jerufalem,  without  feeing  the  28 
king’s  face,  he  fentfor  Joab,  that  he  might  fend  him  with  a  mejfage  to  the  king.  But  29 
Joab  refilled  to  come }  and,  when  again  he  fent  to  him  a  lecond  time,  he  ftill  refufed 
to  come,  f  Abihalom,  therefore,  faid  to  his  fervants :  44  Lo !  nigh  to.  my  monument  30 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  27.  t  SEP.  JOS.— V. 30.  f  SEP.  SYR.  ARAB. 

XXPIAMATO&Y  MOTES. 

V.  1 9-  It  ari.thf  haxj  of  Joab  mith  thee f  ie.  hath  not  V.  30.  Nigh  to  my  monuiaea/.  Probably,  a  pillar,  or 
Joab  foggefted  all  this  ?  obdiik,  which  he  had  ctxiied  a*  a  memorandum  of  himfdf, 

V.  36.  From  tiw  to  time.  Perhaps,  from  year  to  year.  Wore  he  had  any  ibn  \  or  after  ha  fona  were  dead.  TVy 
See  c.  r.  feem  to  have  died  in  tlidi  infancy  $  hence  their  names  nre 

lb.  Two  hundred JhcktL  1  about  1 12  ounces  troy.  not  mentioned,  v.  *7. 

**4  w  there 


ftottab  a  RebtHkm  II  SAMUEL.  XV.  agoi 1$  his  Father. 

u  there  is  a  field  of  Joab’s,  ia  which  he  hath  barley  *  mod"  fee.  fire  to  it.** 
And  Abfhalom’s  fervants  fet  fire  to  the  field*  f  And  the  fervants  of  Joab  dame 
to  him,  with  their  garments  rent,  and  faid:  “The  fervants  of  AblhaJom  have  fet 
31  “  fire  to  thy  field.”  |  On  this,  joab  arofe  and  went  to  Abfhalom,  unto  his  hottfe, 
31  and  faid :  “  Why  have  thy  fervants  fet  fire  to  my  field  F*  -  Abfh&iom  anfwered  Joab : 
“  Lo  t  l  had  feiit  to  thee,  faying :  Come  hither,  that  I  may  fend  thee  with  a  mef- 
u  fagei to  the  king ;  to  fay  in  my  name  :  1  Why  came  I  from  Geftmr  ?  better  I  were 
“  ftill  there ;  if  I  am  not  to  fee  tie  kings  fact?  Now,  therefore,  let  me  fee  the  Hog’s 
33  “  face and,  if  there  be  any  crime  in  me,  let  him  put  me  to  death.”  So  Joab 
went  to  the  king,  and  told  him  this :  and  Abfhalom  was  called  for ;  and  he  went 
to  the  king,  and  with  his  face  to  t]he  ground  made  obeifance :  and  (he  king  em¬ 
braced  him. 


§  14.  The  Ingratitude  and  Rebellion  of  Abjbalom^  &c. 

1  AFTER  this,  Abfhalom  got,  for  himfel£  chariots,  and  horfes,  and  fifty  men  to 
a  run  before  him.  And  Abfhalom  was  wont  to  rife  early,  and  place  himfelf  on  the 
way-fide,  that  led  to  the  palace- gate ;  and  when  it  happened  that  any  man,  who 
had  a  law-fuit,  came  to  the  king  for  juftice,  Ablhalora  would  call  to  him,  and  fay: 
“  Of  what  city  art  thou?”  and  on  his  anfwering:  “  Thy  fervant  is  of  fuch,  or 

3  “  fuch  a  tribe  of  Ifrael Abfhalom  would  fay  to  him :  “  Truly,  thy  caufe  is  good, 

4  “  and  juft :  but  there  is  no  one  deputed  by  the  king,  to  hear  thee.”  Abfhalom 
would  further  fay:-”  Would  God,  that  I  were  made  a  judge  mthe  land}  that  to 
“  every  man,  who  fhould  come  with  a  fuit  or  caufe  to  me,  I  might  do  juftice!” — 

5  Moreover,  as  often  as  any  man  approached  him,  to  make  him  obeifance,  he  would 

6  put  forth  his  hand,  and  take  him,  and  embrace  him.  After  this  manner  did  Abr 
fhalora  to  all  the  Ifraelites,  who  came  to  the  king  for  juftice’;  thus  Abfhalom  ftole 
the  hearts  of  the  men  of  Ifrael. 

7  After  j|  four  years  had  thus  pafled,  Abfhalom  faid  to  the  king :  “  Let  me,  I  pray 
“  thee,  go  to  Hebron,  to  .acquit  myfelf  of  a  vow,  which  I  made  to  the  Lord. 

8  “  For  while  I  abode  at  Gefhur,  in  Syria,  thy  fervant  made  a  vow  to  the  Lord, 

VARIOUS  KB  ADI  MGS. 

V.  30.  t  sep. — CH.  XV.  v.  7.  |  So  syr.  arad.  and  fomc  copies  of  yulg.  and  fo  josephus.  The  rest ,  forty* 

See  c.  a. 

BXM.AH4T0RY  NOTES. 

V.  I  haw  added  the  words  in  Italic*,  becanfe  I  fuf-  ttw.  .  The  folufckm  that  o£COrt  to  met*  this;  Hebron  wa* 
peft  they  wen:  originally  in  the  text ;  of  which  there  ia  the  birth-place  of  Abihalom;  and  a  principal  identical 
lifll  a  vettige  in  the  Greek  veHion.  At  any  rate,  they  are  town*  where,  no  doubt,  it  wa*  dual  to  oner  Sacrifices, 
certainly  to  be  undevftood.  See  c.  a.  - "  For  the  Mofaieal  reftriitive  law,  had  never  been  relidoufly 

Ch.  xv.  ver.  7.  To  Hebron,  Why  to  Hebron?  The  obferredj  aa  wc  fee  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  jewiih 
ark  of  the  Lord  was  then  at  Jendaleua ;  which  coofeqoent-  hiilury. 
ly  feemed  to  be  the  proper  pWc  to  acquit  himfelf  of  his 
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jihfakm  froclamtd  Kbsg  II  S  A.  M  U  £  L*  XV •  to  Rtbrxtn,  DavuTt 

44  frying  i  1  If  the  Loss  fhall  ever  bring  me  back  to  Jerufalem,  then  I  will  worihip 
44  the  Lord.’”  The  king  faid  to  him:  44  Go,  in  peace,”  So  he  fet  out,  and  9 
went  to  Hebron. 

But  Abfhalom  had  foot  fpies,  throughout  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  faying ;  44  As  10 
44  fooji  as  ye  (hall  h€ar  the  found  of  the  trumpet,  then  ye  (hall  fay  ?  4  Abfhalom  is 
44  king  at  Hebron,’”  Now,  with  Abfhalom,  there  went  from  Jerusalem  two  hun-  11 
dred  invited  men  :  but  thefe  went  in  their  fimplicity,  and  knew  nothing  of  the 
matter,  Abfhalom  bad  alfo  fent  for  Ahhhophel  a  Giionite,  David’s  counfellor,  ia 
from  Gilo,  his  city,  to  be  prejenty  whUft  he  offered  Sacrifices.  Thus  was  the  con- 
fpiracy  ftrengthened ;  and  the  people  with  Abfhalom  continually  increafed. 

There  came  a  meflenger  to  David,  frying:  “  *1116  hearts  of  the  men  of  Ifrael  13 
are  after  Abfhalom.”  Then  David  faid  to  all  his  Servants,  who  were  with  him,  at  14 
Jerufalem :  44  Arife,  and  let  us  flee  \  elfe  we  fhall  not  efcape  from  Abfhalom :  make 
44  ha  ftp  to'  depart,  left  he  fuddenly  overtake  us,  and  bring  evil  upon  us,  and  finite 
44  the  city  with  the  edge  of  the  fwortL”  The  king’s  fervants  aofwered  the  king:  15 
44  Whatfoever  my  lord-king  choofeth  to  do ,  lo  !  thy  fervants  are  ready  to  execute 
So  the  king  went  forth,  followed  by  all  his,  houfehold :  only  ten  concubine-wives  16. 
he  left  to  keep  the  houfe.  The  king,  and  all  tb i  reft  of  his  ||  houfehold,  went  forth,  17 
and  flopped  at- Beth-amerhak.  There  all  his  fervants  were  muftered  before  him:  18 
all  the  Cherethilea,  and  all  the  Phelethites,  and.  all  the  Gathites  (fix  hundred  men), 

*  who  had  followed  him  from  Gath,  were  muftered  over  before  the  king.  Then  to  *9 
Ithaij  the  Gathite  chief  the  king  faid :  44  Why  fhouldeft  thou  go  along  with  us  \ 

«  return  to  thine  own  place,  and  remain  with  the  new  king :  for  thou  art  a 
44  ftranger,  nay,  an  exile,  who  cameft  but  yefterday :  can  I,  then,'  make  thee  wander  20 
44  about  with  us  ?  I,  who  mull  go  whither  I  bed  can  1  Return  thou,  and  take  back 
44  with  thee  thy  brethren:  +  and  may  the  Lord  fhew  thee  true  kindnefs,  for  thy 
44  true  kiodnefr  to  me.  |”  But  Ithai  anfwered  the  king,  and  frid;  44  As  the  Lord  21 
«  liveth,  and  as  my  lord-king  liveth;  in  whatfoever  place*  my  lord-king  fhall  be, 

44  be  death  or  life  my  lot,  there  alfo  will  I  afluredly  be.*  Then  David  faid  to  Ithai :  22 
44  Pa£s  on,  then.*1  So  Ithai,  the  Gathite,  |J  palled  on.  Now  the  king,  and  all  his 
men,  and  all  who  accompanied  him,  J  the  whole  people,  wept  with  a  loud  voice,  as  23 

VARIOUS  RBA0INGS* 

V.  17.I  ahy^rwwrtr,  al.  petplt.  Sec  c-  R* — V.  20.  f  sep.  vulg.  The  prcfent  text  has*  for  all  this,  only 
two  Words,  which  our  common  and  other  versions  tender,  mercy  and  truth  be  with  thee.  See  c.  r> — 
V.  IX  B  So  SEP-  when  corre£ted,  and  rightly  pointed*  The  rest,  paffed  «»,  4utrt&  all  hit  men  and  his  little 

MMX.  Aad  tlx  wbote  country,  te.  c. 

IXniNiTOKY  XOTl.a. 

V.  $8. .  The  CbcrdUtn  and  Phelctlite*.  Thcfc  were  the  who  with  their  chief  Ithai  had  left  their  country,  and  join- 
bodv-guarda  of  David*  ed  David }  either  fince  hi»  acceflion  Ui  the  throne,  or  while 

lb.  The  Gathiat.  Thcfc  fcemto  have  been  PbHifiiix’s,  he  lived  at  Zikhg. 
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FSght  from  Jcrufalem  II  £>  A  M  U  E  L*  XV*  toward  the  jorda*. 

they  pafTed  along.  Thus  the  whole  people,  with  the  king,  croffing  the  toffent 
44  Kidron,  paffed  on,  the  way  of  the  wildemefs.  Along  with  them  'Went,  alfo,  Zadok 
and  all  the  Levites,  who  were  with  him ;  carrying  the  afk  of  the’iovenant  J  of  the 
Lord  \;  and  when  they  fet  down  the  ark,  Abiathar Sacrificed  Before  it,  until  At. 
*5  people  had  whollygpafled  out  of  the  dty.  The  king  then  faid  to  Zadok:  44  Garry 
u  back  the  ark  of (|  the  Lord,  j  into  the  city:  if  I  fhall  find  favour  in  the  eyes  of 
“  the  Lord,  he  will  bring  me  back,  and  make  me  fee  again  bblb it,  and  its  place 

16  w  of  refideace.  But  if  thus  he  fliall  lay :  ‘  I  am  no  more  pleafed  with  thee;*  lo  ! 

17  44  here  I  am  ;  let  him  do  to  me,  as  lhall  feem  right  in  his  own  eyes.”  To  Zadok, 
the  prieft,  'the  king  moreover  laid :  44  Markeft  thou  ?  Return  quietly  into  the  dty : 
u  ye  have  with  you,  your  two.  fons ;  Ahimaaz  thine  own  fon,  and  Jonathan  the 

28  “  fon  of  Abiathar:  lo!  I  will  linger  in  the  paffage  of  the  wildemefs,  until  there 

29  “  come  certain  information  to  me,  from  yon.**— So" Zadok  and  Abiathar  brought 
back  the  ark  of  J  the  Lord  |  to  Jerufklem,  and  there  abode. 

30  David  now  went  up  the  Hoping  fide  of  jMsswr-Ohyet :  weeping,  as  he  went 
on,  having  his  head  covered,  and  his  feet  bare.  And  all  the  people  with  him, 

31  every  one  having  his  head  covered,  went  weeping  cm,  as  they  went  up.  Here* 
one  told  David,  laying  i  “  Ahithophel  is  among  the  conspirators,  with  Abfhalorh.” 
And  David  faid :  44  Make  foolifh,  O  Lord  !  *  I  pray  thee,  the  connfd  of  Ahitho- 

31  tt  pheL”  As  foon  as  David  came  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  he  there  worlhipped 
||  the  Lord  | :  when,  lo  l  Hufhai,  an  Arachite;  with  his  garment  rent,  and  with 
33  duft  upon  his  head,  came  to  meet  him.  To  him  David  laid ;  44  If  thou  pafs  on 
31  44  with  me,  thou  wilt  be  a  burthen  to  me :  but  if  thou  wilt  return  to  the  dty,  and 
44  fay  to  Ablhalom :  *  4  I  am  thy  fervant,  O  king  !  as  I  have  been  thy  father’s  fen* 
14  vant,  fo  will  I  be  thy  fervant;’  thou  mayeft  then  defeat,  for  me,  the  counfd  of 

35  44  Ahithophel.  Thou  hail,  there,  with  thee,  the  priefb  Zadok  and  Abiathar:  Co 
“  whatioever  thou  mayeft  hear,  from  the  king’s  houfe,  thou  lhalt  tell  it  to  the 

36  “  priefts,  Zadok  and  Abiathar :  lo  1  with  them  are  their  two  fons ;  Ahimaaz  tbefon 
44  of  Zadok,  and  Jonathan  tbt  fon  of  Abiathar :  by  thefe  ye  can  fend  to  me,  every 

37  44  thing  that  ye  may  hear.”  So  Hufhai,  the  friend  of  David,  went  back  to  A e 
city,  as  Ablhalom  entered  Jcrufalem. 

ViJiiQUl  asairiHca. 

V.  24.  J  So  sap.  chald.  ARAB,  and  3  u«.  aL  Goo.  i  hs.  has  Lord  God.— V.  25.  8  So  child.  ai.  Gojl 
Sec  e.  b.— -V.  29.  J  So  chald.  arab.  ah  God. — V.  ji.'*  My  God,  sep. — V.  32.  fl  So  chald.  and  £om« 
copies  of  sep.  God.  Sec  c.  a.— V.  34.  •  Tby  Wethers  art  pn*  along  with  tbt  king,;  and  thy  father  is  gene 
without  me;  fo  now  Jam  thy  fervant,  O  king  /  fvfftr  me  to  five,  as  I  have  been,  &C-  SEP.  but  wanting  in  fame 

copies.  See  c.  r. 

1XPLAHAT01Y  SOT  18. 

V.  *3.  The  torrnd'KiArm.  A  temporary  nrukt  on  the  torrent,  or  hs  channd* 
eafl.  fide  of  Jrruiklcm  3  which  is  dry  nuoft  part  of  the  lb.  Sacrificed.  The  Hebrew  wortl  ia  tmbiguon«,  tud  has 
fummer.  been  commonly  rendered  went  op  .*  a  rendering,  that  appears. 

V.  a 4-  Sn  down  the  arL  Probably  on  the  bank  of  the  to  me  inadmimble.  See  C.  B. 

127  When 


David  it  rtvdcd  by  II  SAMUEL.  XVI.  u  Abfbdm 

When  David  was  a  little  paft  the  top  of  Mount -Olivet ;  lo  !  Zibah,  the  fteward  i 
of  Mephibofhetb,  met  him  ;  with  a  couple  of  (addled  aflfes,  loaded  with  two  hun¬ 
dred  loaves  of  bread,  an  hundred  bunches  of  dried  grapes,  an  hundred  clufters  of 
figs,  and  a  (kin  of  wine.  The  king  (aid  to  Zibah :  “  What  are  thefe  for  f”  Zibah  % 
anfwered :  “  The  aflfes  are  for  the  king’s  houfehold,  to  ride  upon  ;  and  the  bread 
M  and  clufters  of  fruity  for  the  young  men  to  eat;  and  the  wine,  to  be  drunk  by 
M  thofe*  who  may  be  faint  in  the  wildemefs.”  “  And  where,”  faid  the  king,  w  is  3 
“  thy  old  mailer’s  fon?”  “Lol  at  Jerufalem,  he  remaineth  !”  replied  Zibah  to 
the  king :  “  for  he  faid :  1  The  houfe  of  Ifrael  may,  now,  reftore  to  me  my  grand- 
“  father's  kingdom.’ ”  Then  faid  the  king  to  Zibah  ;  “  Lo  1  to  thee  I  give  all  that  4 
“belonged)  to.  Mephibofheth.”  |{  Zibah,  making  obeifance,  laid :  |  “  May  I  find 
w  favour  in  thine  eyes,  my  lord-king  1” 

When  king  David  came  to  Bahorira,  lo !  thence  came  out  a  man  of  the  family  5 
of  the  houfe  of  Saul,  whole  name  was  Shimei  Ben-Gerah.  This  man  came  out, 
reviling  all  the  way,  and  threw  ftoues  at  David,  and  at  the  fervants  of  king  David ;  6 

at  ‘all  the  people,  and  all  the  valiant  men*  on  his  right  hand  and  on  his  left.  And  7 
thus,  faid  Shimei,  while  he  reviled :  “  Get  off,  get  off,  thou  man  of  blood,  thou  law- 
Ids.  roan !  The  Lord  now  retumeth  on  thee  all  the  blood  of  the  houfe  of  Saul,  8 
“  in  whofe  ftead  thou  haft  reigned :  and  the  Lord  delivereth  the  kingdom  into  the 
“  hands  of  thy  fon  Abfhalom.  Lo !  thine  evil  fate  attendeth  thee :  for  a  man  of 
“  blood  thou  art.”  On  this,  Abifhai  Ben-Zeruia  faid  to  the  king:  u  Why  fhould  9 
“  that  dead  dog  Jevilc  my  lord-king  ?  Let  me  pafs  over,  I  pray  thee,  and  take  off 
“  his  head.”  But  the  king  faid  ;  “  Why,  fons  of  Zeruia !  will  ye  take  concern  in  10 
“  mine  affair  ?  Let  hiih  revile  on;  if  the  LqRD  hath  laid  to  him  ;  *  Revile  David:* 

“  who  fhall  fay :  ‘Why  doft  thou  foP”  To  Abiihai,  and  to  all  his  fervants,  11 
David  moreover  faid :  “  Lo  1  mine  own  foh,  of  mine  own  body  begotten,  feeketh 
“  my  life !  how  much  more  naturally  that  Benjaminite  rev'datb  me !  Let  him  alone, 

“  and  let  him  revile;  face  the  Lord  hath  bidden  him.  It  may  be,  that  the  Lord  12 
u  will  regard  my  diftrefa;  and  that  the  Lord  will  bounteoufly  recompenfe  me, 
“'for  the  reviiings  of  this  day.”  So  David  and  his  men  marched  on;  while  Shimei,  13 
going  along  the  fide  of  the  oppofite  hill,  went  on  reviling  David ;  and  throwing 
ftohee  and  dirt  at  him.— The  king,  and  all  the  people  with  him,  being  come  to  14 
Aiphim,  refrefhed.themfelves  there. 

AB9HAlo*i  and  all  the  people,  the  men  of  Urael,  had  now  come  to  Jerufalem:  15 
Ahithpphel  was  alfo  with  him :  when  Hufoai,  the  Arachite,  David’s  friend,  came  16 
to  Abfhalom.  And  Huihai  find  to  Abfhalom ;  “  Long  live  the  king  1  long  live 

VARIOUS  RBAOXHC, 

CH.  XVI.  v.  4.  |  I  lave  followed  a  reading  which  fcenu  to  have  been  that  of  set.  and  cuald.  The  pre- 
fezu  TSXT' rum  thus:  **  Zibah /aid :  *  Iptakt  obtijantt ;  may  I”  See.  And  Co  jeeoM  appears  to  hare  read 

in  hifl  copy.  See  c.  a. 


tmeib  to  Jenfqlem.  IX  S  A  M  U  E  L«  XVU,  Ahitbcfhtft  ComfeL 

17  i(  the  king  !”  Ab&alom  Aid  to  Hulhai :  *  !s  this  thy  kmd&efo  to  thy  friend  } 

18  “  Why  wenteft  thou  not  with  thy  friend  ?”  “  Nay,”  Aid  Hufhai  to  Abfhalom, 

u  whomfoever  the  Lord  and  this  people,  and  ah  the  wen  of  fftael  choofe  1 his 

19  14  will  I  be,  and  with  him  will  I  remain.  Befides,  whom  am  1  to  ferve,  if  not 
w  bis  own  fon  ?  As  I  have  ferved  thy  father,  fo  thee  I  will  ferve.” 

20  Abshaxgm  now  fad  to  Ahithophel :  *  Oiye  counieh  among  you,  what  we 
ai  **  Ihould  do*”  a  Ahithophel  Aid  to  AWbalom :  **  Cohabit  with  thy  father  V  coocu- 

“  bines,  whom  he  hath  left  to  keep  the  hctufe  ;  that,  aU  Iftad  hearing  how  odious 
u  thou  haft  made  thyfelf  to  thy  father,  all  thofe  who  are  with  thee,  may  be  oon- 

22  “♦  firmed  m  their  refolutiorw”  So,  a  tent  being  erected  for  AbfhaJom  on  the  top  of 
the  houfe,  Abfhalom,  in  the  fight  of  all  Iffoel,  cohabited  with  his  Others  concu- 

23  bines:  for  the  counfel  which,  in  thofe  days,  Ahithophel  gave,  waathe  fame^  a* 

if  one  had  confulted  a  divine  oracle  :  fnch  was  every  counfel  of  Afcit&ophel,  in 

the  eftlmation  of  both  David  and  Abfhalom* 

1  AffiTHQPHSji  then  find  to  Ahfhalom:  u  Let  me  fele&  twelve  toou&nd  m&f 

2  *  and  l  will,  this  very  night,  fet  out  and  purfce  David,  I  fball  conto  upon  him 
M  when  he  i&  weary,  and  weak-handed,  and  terrify  him ;  and  while  all  toe  people 

3  *  who  are  with  him  flee,  I  will  fmite  the  king  only.  And  the  whole  people  I 
w  will  bring  hack  to  thee,  f  as  a  bride  is  brought  to  her  hitfbaud ;  j  every  man 

4  u  whom  thou  wifheft  for,  the  whole  people  of  the  Lord,  in  peace,” — This  pro- 

5  pofal  feemed  good  to  Ahfhalom,  and  to  all  the  elders  of  Ifraeh  But  Abtoalom  ftidf 
w  Let  us  next  call  Hufhai  the  Arachite,  and  let  us  likewise  hear,  what  bft  hath  to 

6  “lay.”  So  Hufhai  came  t$  Ahfhalom ;  and  Ahfoaloiu  fptftce  to  Bin,  faying: 
u  After  this  manner  hath  Ahithophel  counfelled :  fhall  we  follow  his  counfel  or 

7  “  not  ?  Speak  thou.**  To  Ahfhalom  Hu£bai,  then,  fold :  44  The  counfel  which 

8  K  Ahithophel  hath  given,  is,  on  this  occafion,  improper.  Foe  thou  baowcft,”  Aid 
Hufhai,  M  that  thy  father  and  his  men  are  brave,  and  ftera  as.  a.  bear  ;of  the  foreft, 
41  bereaved  of  her  whelps.  Befides,  thy  father  is  an  experienced  warrior  j  who 

9  “  will  not  lodge  with  the  people.  He  is  undoubtedly  now  concealed  in  feme  pit, 
u  or  other  fuch  place..  If  h  Ihould  happen,  then,  that  fome  of  thefe/aar  nun 
“  Ihould  foil  at  the  firft  onfet,  all  who  hear  of  it  will  foy :  ‘  There  is  a  flanghter 

10  <c  among  the  people  who  follow  Ahfhalom  :*  thus,  even  the  brave,  and  the  lion- 

T<KtOH8  RBADTH& 

CH.  XVII.  v.  3.  \  *bp.  See  c.  r. 

£IfU,ATORT  SOTES. 

V.  a  I.  CobdHt>  &c.  The  haium  of  a  -ranqui&ed  on-  V.  22.  lathe fgh  of  a3  If roej;  i. «,  fb  publicly,  that  all 
cntsl  prince  becomes  the  property  of  hie  conqueror.  By  Ifi2d  Jfcuew  it. 

this  public  a£t,  AblWom  declared  himfelf  the  profeffed  Ch.  syu.  ver.  3.  At  a  bride  ^  &c.  L  e.  as  quietly ;  without 
enemy  of  his  hither ;  and  nmk  the  breach  between  them  tumult  or  bloodied*  For  my  rendering  of  this  whole 
fconingly  irreparable.  verfe,  fcp  c.  a. 

VOL.  II, 


S 


€t  hearted 


RujheiPt  Comfd  preferred.  II  S  A  M  U  E  L«  XVII,  David,  en$»g  tie  Jcrdao, 


EirkANATOtr  VOTES. 


If 


12 


44  hearted  man  will  be  difinayed :  for  all  the  Ifraelites  know,  that  thy  father  is  a 
44  brave  man,  and  hath  brave  men  with  him.  I,  therefore,  counfel,  that  all  the 
44  Ifraelites  be  convened  to  thee,  from  Dan  to  Beerfheba ;  numerous  as  the  land  on 
“  the  fea-lhore :  and  that  thyfelf  go,  in  perfon,  to  battle.  Thus,  in  whatsoever 
44  place  he  may  he  found,  we  will  befet  him,  and  fall  upon  him,  like  as  the  dew 
41  falletk  upon  the  ground :  and  of  him  and  all  the  men  who  are  with  him,  not  one 
44  (hall  efcape.  Or,  if  he  get  into  a  •walled  city,  then  fhail  all  the  men  of  Ifrael  bring  13 
44  ropes  to  that  city,  and  drag  it  into  the  next  torrent ;  until  not  the  fmalleft  ftone 
44  be  found  in  it**  Then  Abflialom  and  all  the  men  of  Ifrael  faid  :  u  The  counfel  14 
44  of  Hufhai,  the  Arachite,  is  better  than  the  counfel  of  Ahithophel/*  For  the  Lord 
fo  directed  it,  to  defeat  the  better  counfel  of  Ahithophel;  that  the  Lord  might 
bring  evil  upon  Abflialom. 

Then  Hufluri  faid  to  Zadok and  Abiathar,  the  priefts :  44  So,  and  fo,  Ahithophel  15 
44  counselled  Abflialom  and  the  elders  of  Ifrael;  and  fo  and  fo  I  counfelled.  Now,  *6 
“  therefore,  fend  quickly  this  -meflage  to  David :  4  Lodge  not  this  night  in  the 
14  plains  of  the  wildemefe,  but  fpeedily  pafs  over  the  Jordan:  left  the  king,  and  all 
44  the  people  with  him,  be  fwallowed  up.’  ”  Now  Jonathan  and  Ahimaaz  were  17 
waiting  at  En-rogel  j  for  they  durft  not  be  feen  coming  into  the  city.  So  a  dam* 
fel  went  and  told  them ;  and  they  went  to  tell  king  David.  But  a  young  man,  18 
haying  fpied  them,  told  Abfttalom. — Thofe  two,  marching  fpeedily,  came  to  the 
houfe  of  a  man,  in  Bahmim,  who  had  a  ciftera  in  his  court.  Into  it  they  went 
down;  and  the  woman  of  the  boufe  took  a  cloth  and  laid  it  over  the  mouth  of  the  19 
riftern,  and  fpread  on  it  pounded  grain  ;  that  the  thing  might  not  be  known.  So  20 
when  Abftialom’s  fervants  came  to  the  woman’s  houfe,  and  laid :  44  Where  are 
44  Ahimaaz  and  Jonathan  V*  the  woman  anfwered  them : 44  They  are juft  now  gone 
14  over  the  water.”  So  when  they  had  fearched  for  them,  and  could  not  find  them, 
they  returned  to  Jerufalem.  As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  the  others  came  up  out  ai 
6f  the  ciftern,  and  went  and  told  king  David,  and  faid  to  him  :  44  Arife,  and  qnickly 
44  crofs  the  water :  for  fo  and  fo  hath  Ahithophel  counfelled  againft  you.” — 
Then  David  and  all  the  people  that  were  with  him  arofe,  and  palTed  over  the 
Jordan.  By  the  morning  light,  there  was  not  one  who  had  not  palled  over  the 
Jordan. 


V.  13.  Bring  roper.  See.  to  work  engine*  proper  for  the  the  hufk,  and  then  earpofed  to  dry.  I  am  not  fore,  how- 


ckmolition  of  a  town. 

V.  14.  The  btiUr  comfit  i.  e.  better  for  Abfhalonr’s 
purpofc. 

V,  17.  JzA-nrgrf,  a  well  nigh  to  Jerufalem. 

Ib.  Id  dam/d,  &c.  She  might  u£e  the  pretext  of  going 
oat  to  draw  water. 


ever,  that  this  is  the  true  meaning  of  the  Hebrew  word. 
Jofeplma  (ays,  Jhc  fpread faka  of  moot  od  the  cloth.  See 

C.  R. 

V,  ao.  They  an  juft  no-ty  gone  over,  8c c.  This  very  dif¬ 
ficult  paiTaa'C  a  vpioufly-  rendered.  The  word  which  I 
traaflate  jifljuxv  is  bv  fame  thought  to  mean  the  dry  Bed  of 


V.  19.  Pottnded  grain.  Probably  barley,  which,  wetted  a  torrent.  Thefe  make  the  woman  fly  :  They  are  gone  cvrr 
with  water,  was  pounded  in  a  ftone  mortar  until  it  quitted  that  -water  Brook.  See  c.  iu 

I^O 


Now 


is  pttrftud  by  JbfU&am.  II  S  A  M  U  E  L.  XVIII*  Prtjsaraisat/nr  Battle* 

53  Now  when  Ahithophel  faw,  that  his  counfel  was  not  followed,  he  laddled  his 
afs,  and  fet  out,  and  went  home  to  his  own  city ;  and,  having  given  orders  con¬ 
cerning  his  ho  lifehold,  he  hanged  himfelf  and  died,  and  was  buried  Sn  the  fepulchre 
of  his  father. 

24  David  was  now  come  to  Mahanaim ;  when  Abfhalom,  and  all  the  men  of  Ifrael 
who  were  with  him,  patted  over  the  Jordan.  .  And  Abfhalom  made  Amafeh  chief 

25  captain  of  the  Hoft,  inftead  of  Joab,  This  Amafah  was  the  fon  of  an  ][  Ifhmaeliie 
man,  whofe  name  was  ||  Jether,  who  had  cohabited  with  Abigail  the  daughter  of 

26  ||  Ifliai,  and  fitter  to  Zeruia.  So  the  Ilraelites  with  Ablhalom  encamped  in  the  land 
of  Gilead. 

27  When  David  arrived  at  Mahanaim,  j|  Shobi  Ben-Nahafh  from  Raba-of-the 
Ammonites,  and  Machir  Ben-Ammiel  from  Lodebar,  and  Barzilai  the  Gileadite 

28  from  Rogelim,  brought  beds,  and  bafons,  and  earthen  ware ;  with  wheat,  and  barley, 

29  and  flour,  and  parched  corn,  and  beans,  and  parched  lentils,  and  palm-honey,  arid 
butter,  and  fheep,  and  cow-milk  cheefes  \  for  David  and  the  people  with  him  to 
eat :  for  they  faid :  “  The  people  muft,  in  coming  through  the  defeit,  be  hungry, 
“  and  weary,  and  thirtty.” 

*  David  now, muttered  the  people  that  were  with  him,  and  fet  captains  of  thou* 

2  fands  and  captains  of  hundreds  over  them.  A  third  part  of  the  people  David  fent 
forth  under  the  command  of  Joab ;  a  third  part  under  the  command  of  Abifhai 
Ben-Zeruia,  Joab*s  brother ;  and  a  third  part  under  the  command  of  Ithai,  the 
Gathite.  But  when  the  king  faid  to  the  people :  “  I,  too,  will  go  forth  with  you, 

3  u  myfelf  i*'  the  people  anfwered :  “  Thou  fhalt  not  go  forth :  for,  fhould  we  fly, 
“  they  [the  enemy]  will  not  much  regard  it ;  nor  will  they  regard  it  much,  if  the 
“  half  of  us  be  flain :  for  thou,  m  their  tfiimatum ,  art  equivalent  to  ten  thoufand  of 

4  a  us :  it  is,  therefore,  better  that  thou  fuccour  us  from  the  city.**  The  king  laid 
to  them :  “  I  will  do  what  to  you  feemeth  beft.**  So  the  king  flopped  at  the  fide 

5  of  the  gate,  while  all  the  people  went  forth  by  hundreds  and  by  thoufands.  Now 
to  Joab,  and  to  Abifhai,  and  to  Ithai,  the  king  gave  a  chaige,  faying:  “  Spare,  for 

VARIOUS  READING*. 

y.  25 ,  \\  So  f.  ?.  1  Chron.  2.  1 7 ,  with  fome  copies  of  sef.  The  rest  vary.  The  prefent  text,  with  chald. 
syr.  and  moft  copica  of  sep.  have  Ifraelite,  Vulg.  and  fome  creek  copies  have  JezretHtt.  Sec  c.  R. 
Ib.  |1  al.  Itbor*  lb.  |j  So  p.f.  1  Chron.  2.  1 6,  with  fome  copies  of  SEP.  The  rest,  Naba/b,  See  c.  R. 

—V.  17,  S  So  the  text,  with  chald.  and  vdlg.  The  rest  vary  ftrangely.  See  c.  R. 

*imAS*TO*T  SO+S*. 

V.  23.  What  jthiihaphtl  f*o*f  &c.  He  does  not  feem  to  eaft  fide  of  the  Jordan, 
have  hanged  himfelf,  merely,  becaufc  his  counfel  was  not  Ch.  xvui.  ver.  3,  For  thou  art  tquivaktd:,  «&c.  There  is 
followed  ;  but  Jjccaufe  he  dreaded  the  confcqucnces  of  Hu-  here  a  flight  variety  of  leading  in  the  original,  aad  ln  the 
flui’s  counfel.  andent  verfkma.  I  have  followed  that  which  I  judge  the 

V.  24.  To  Mahanaim.  Mahanaim  was  a  place  of  beft.  The  others  may  be  fecn  in  c.  l. 
fltength,  and  one  of  the  moft  confiderablc  towns  00  the 

13 1  S  2  u  me. 


Aljbahm  deflated,  ll  S  A  M  U  E  Li  XV11I.  W  JLan  ty  JcaL 

11  me*  the  young  tilan  Abfhalom.**  And  this  charge  Concerning  Abfhalom  the 
king  gave  to  all  the  captains,  in  the  hearing  of  the  whole  people. 

So  the  people  went  out  into  the  field*  dgainft  the  Ifraelxte&  ||  The  battle  was  in  6 
the  foreft  of  Ephraim ;  where  |  the  people  of  tfrael  were  routed  by  the  fervants  of  7 
David ;  and  there  was*  that  day*  there*  a  great  flaughtef,  of  twenty  thoufand  men. 

For  the  battle  was,  thence*  diffufed  over  the  face  ef  the  whole  country ;  and  the  8 
foreft,  that  day,  devoured  more  people,  than  the  fword  devoured.  Abfhalom,  too,  9 
was  overtaken  by  the  fervants  of  David  :  for,  Abfhalom  riding  00  a  rntde,  the  mule 
went  under  the  thick  boughs  of  a  tUrpenfine-tree*  fo  that  his  head  waa  entangled 
in  the  turpentine-tree,  and  himfelf  fufpended  between  the  heavens  and  the  earth ; 
the  mule,  that  was  under  him,  flipping  away.  A  certain  mart  faW  this,  and  in-  10 
formed  Joab,  and  faid :  11 1  few  Abfhalom  hanging  in  a  turpentine-tree.*1  “  And  1 1 
**  why/*  faid  Joab  to  the  man  who  told  him,  “  didft  thou  not,  on  feeing  him, 

H  finite  him  to  the  ground  ?  I  would  have  given  thee  ten  ||  fhefecls  of  filver*  and  a 
44  girdle.**  The  man  faid  to  Joab:  “Were  a  thoufand  fbekels  of  filver  to  be  u 
^  counted  into  mine  hand,  I  would  not  put  forth  mine  hand  agdinft  the  king’s  fon: 

.**  for,  in  our  hearing,  the  king  charged  thee,  and  Abifhai,  and  Itkai,  faying :  ‘  Be- 
“  ware  of  hurting  the  young  man  Abfhalom/  Nor,  had  I,j|  by  taking  his  life,  13 
"  obtained  a  reward,  f  could  arty  thing  be  hidden  from  the  king :  and  thyfelf  would 
*  ftand  up  againft  me/’  “  Not  fo,"  faid  joab,  u  1  will  begin  tht  deed  before  thee.”  14 
St> faymgi  he  took  with  him  three  darts,  and  thfuft  them  through  the  heart  of  Ab- 
ftiafom,  while  he  was  yet  alive,  In  the  midft  of  the  turpentine-tree :  and  teii  young  1$ 
men*  Joab’s  armour-bearers,  furfounded,  and  fmofe  Abfhalom,  and  flew  him.  Joab,  16 
then,  founded  the  trumpet ;  and  the  people,  thus  retrained  by  Joab,  returned  from 
pur  filing  the  Ifraefite*— ' They  then  took  Abfhalom,  and  threw  him  into  a  deep  17 
pit,  Ur  the  foreft 5  and  laid  a  Very  great  heap  of  ftones  over  him.— Meanwhile,  all 
riie  Ifraclites  fled,  every  one  to  his  own  home.— -Now  Abfhalom,  in  hk  life-time,  18 
had  made  and  erected  for  himfelf,  in  the  king’s  dale,  a  monument:  for  he  feid :  “  1 


VARIOUS  BEADING  S. 

CH.  XVlII.  V.  6.  t  So  TEXT,  with  SEP.  CHAU),  and  VULG.  But  has  only,  The  battle  being  joined.  Arab. 
has :  And  when  drey  came  up  with  them,  they  engaged  them t  and,  the  battle  raging ,  &c.  See  c*  R— V.  1 1.  H 
fifth  13.  J  So  I  tender  partly  from  the  prefcnt  printed  text,  and  partly  from  a  conje&ural  emen¬ 

dation.  Another  reading  of  more  than  20  mss.  and  child,  syr.  a  rad.  vulg«  is  commonly  rendered  thus : 

made  a  lie  againft  my  ovm  life ,  &c*  See  c-  r. 


EX? LAHATC 

V.  6.  la  the  fared  of  Ephraim.  Was  this  a  foreft  an  the 
eefc  fide  of  th#  Jordan;  fo  called  from  a  defeat  of  the 
■%hnrimites:  in  the  days  of  jephthah  ?  Or  had  Ahflialom 
retreated  hom  Gilcard  and  repaSed  the  Jordan ;  before  he 
rilkeda  battle?  Or,  finafly^ta  the  word  Ephraim  an  inter¬ 
polation;  and  IbouM  we  read,  a  a  foreft l  See  fas.  bead. 
and  c.  a. 

1' 


A  V  S  OT  8  8.  . 

V.  8..  The  foreft,  &c.  It  wan,  probably,  foil  of  pita  and 
quagmires :  ami  many  might,  like  AbJhalom,  be  entangled 
among  the  trees  and  bufhes. 

V.  14.  Nat  fit  I  mill  begin,  See.  L  e.  I  will  be  the  firft 
to  pierce  him.— Some  would  render;  Notfl  will  f  delay, 
‘tcith  thee .  And  Honbigant  thinks  the  true  reading  is : 
Notjbi  I  mOJftab  him  before  thee.  See  c.  a. 


“have 


David  latomt  tk 


11  SAMUEL*  XVIlL  Dttib  AhJB&k. 

u  have  tid  fori;  ta  keep  my  name  id  remembrance  fo  he  edited  tHe  tnbmiment  after 
his  own  name ;  arid  it  is,  lirito  this  da^,  called  Abfhalom  b  morinment; 

19  Ahimaaz  BEtf-ZiDOK,  how,  faid  to  Joab :  u  Let  fne  tun,  I  pray  thee;  arid  *or 

ao  “  nounee  to  the  king,  that  the  Loud  hath  avenged  hiih  of  his  enemies.**  Brit 
Joab  faid  to  him :  “  Thou  (halt  not,  this  day;  bear  any  tidings.  Anothef 
“  thou  may  eft  bear  tidings ;  but  this  day  thou  draft  not  bear  tidirigs;  becaufe  thfe 

4i  “  king’s  fon  is  dead*” — Then  to  Ohrifhi  Joib  faid :  “  Go  tbdu;  and  tell  the  king 

22  “  what  thou  haft  feen.”  Chufhi  bowed  to  Joab,  arid  tari,  .  Oil  this;  Ahimaaz  dgain 
faid  to  Joab :  “  At  any  rate,  let  me  alfo  riin  after  Ckrifin*’*  Why  woiildeft  thou 

23  “  run,  my  fon,”  faid  Joab;  **  fince  thoii  haft  no  convenient  tidings  io  bear  V*  “  But 
“  howfoever/*^^  be>  “  let  me  run,- 1  pray  thee  !"  <*  Run  then,"  replied  f  Joab. 
—So  Ahimaaz  ran;  by  the  way  of  the  plain,  and  pkfied  Chufhi, 

24  David  was  fitting  between  the  two  portals  of  the  «/y-£irte  ;  When  the  fehdnei, 
who  was  walking  on  the  wall,  at  the  top  of  the  gate;  raifed  Ms  eyes  and  looked ; 

25  and  law  a  man  running  alone.  And  the  fentinel  cried  out,  and  fold  the  king :  and 
the  king  faid :  “  If  he  be  alone,  he  bringeth  tidings."  While  he  was  rapidly  ap- 

26  proaching,  the  fentinel  faw  another  man  running  :  arid  calling  io  ttx  king  at  the 
gate,  he  faid :  “  Lo  !  another  man  carrietb  running  alone;**  The  king  faid  :  “  He, 

27  “  too,  bringeth  tidings."  Again  the  fentinel  faid :  “  The  running  of  the  foremoft 
u  appeareth,  to  me,  like  the  running  of  Ahimaa2  Ben-Zadok.**  “  He  is  a  good 

28  “  man,”  laid  the  king,  “  and  bringeth  good  tidings.”*— Ahimaaz  accofted  the  king, 
and  laid :  “  Succefs  F*  Then,  proftrating  himfelf  before  the  king,  he  faid:  “  Blefled 
«  be  the  Lord;  thy  God,  who  hath  fupprefled  thofe  men  v* ho  had  rebelled  againft 

29  “  my  lord-king.”  The  kiug  f*d:  “  Is  the  youfig  man  Abfhalom  fafe?”  Ahi¬ 
maaz  anfwered;  “  When  the  king’s  fervant  Joab  font  off  thy  forvarit,  Ifkw  a  great 

30  “tumult;  but  what  was  the  catife  I  know  not.”  “Turn  afide,”  faid  the  king, 

31  “  and  ftand  by  there*”  So  he  turned  alide,  and  flood  lkiH :  when,  lo !  now  came 
Chufhi.  And  Chufhi  faid:  “  My  ford-king  hath  good  tidings  to.  hear:  for  the 
“  Lord  hath,  this  day,  avenged  thee  of  all  thofe,  who  rofe  up  againft  thee.”  But 

3a  the  king  laid  to  Chufhi:  “  Is  the  young  man  Abfhalom  fafe ?”  Chufhi  anfwered: 
«  May  the  enemies  of  my  lord-king,  arid  all  who  rife  up  againft  thee  f6r  evil's 

33  “  fake,  be  as  that  young  man  is  !*  At  thk  the. king  was  much  moved,  and  went 
up  into  a  chamber,  over  the  gate,  and  wept :  and  thus,  as  he  ||  went,  he  faid ;  “  O 
“  my  fon,  Ahfhalom !  my  fon !  my  fon,  Abfhalom  !  Oh  !  that  I  had  died,  for  thee, 
«  Abfhalom  1  my  font'  my  fon  1” 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  23.  f  >£*.—' V.  33.  B  VHpt  8VE.  ARAB. 

tZILAHATOlY  H  OTS* 

V.  10.  Thou  (halt  not,  thu  day,  &c.  ,  Joab  waa  unwilling  would  be  difagrceable  to  David*  and  might  eventually  hurt 

to  fold  the  bigtprieft,i  Cun  on  a  mdTage,  which  he  knew  Ahimaaz,  who  wai  probably  a  favourite  of  Joab. 

*33  But 


Joab  rrproachitb  David  II  S  A  M  U  E  L.  XIX.  w ith  Ingratitude,  tfe. 

But  when  It  was  told  to  Joab,  that,  lo  !  the  king  was  weeping  and  mourning  i 
for  Abfiialom ;  and  that-the  vi&ory  of  that  day  was  turned  into  a  fubjetft  of  mourn-  a 
ing  for  all  the  people  (for  when  the  people,  that  day,  heard  it  find,  that  the  king  5 
grieved  for  his  fon,  they  ft  ole  away  into  the  city,  like  people  who  fteal  away, 
through  frame,  when  they  have  fled  in  battle)  ;  and  that  the  king  had  covered  his  4 
face,  and  was  crying  with  a  loud  voice :  44  O  my  fon,  Abfralom  l  O  Abfralom,  my 
44  fon,  my  fon  !"  Joab,  learning  all  this ,  went  to  the  king,  and  faid :  w  Thou  $ 
44  baft,  this  day,  affronted  all  thy  fervants,  who  have  now  faved  thy  life,  and  the 
44  lives  of  thy  fens  and  daughters,  and  the  lives  of  thy  wives  and  concubines;  by  6 
“teftifying  love  for  thine  enemies,  and  hatred  to  thy  friends.  For  thou  haft,  this 
44  day,  made  it  clear,  that  thy  chiefs  and  thy  fervants  are  of  no  account  with  thee : 

44 1,  now,  fee  well,  that  if  Abfhalom  were  alive,  and  all  of  us,  this  day,  dead,  then 
44  all  would  have  feemed  right  to  thee.  Now,  therefore,  arife,  go  forth,  and  fpeak  7 
44  to  thy  fervants  in  a  winning  manner;  for  by. the  Lord  I  fwear,  that  if  thou  go 
44  not  forth,  not  a  man  will  remain  with  thee,  this  night :  which  will  be  to  thee  a 
44  greater  evil,  than  any  evil  that  hath  befallen  thee,  from  thy  youth  until  now.” 

On  this  the  king  arofe,  and  fat  at  the  gate  ;  and  when  it  was  told  to  the  people  that  8 
the  king  was  fitting  at  the  gate,'  the  whole  people  prefented  themfelves  to  the  lung. 

§  15.  David1 s  Return  to  Jerufakm^  &c. 

THE  Israelites  having  fled,  every  man  to  his  own  home ;  the  whole  people,  9 
throughout  all  the  tribes,  reproached  one  another,  faying ;  44  King  f  David  faved 
44  us  from  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  and  delivered  us  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Fhi- 
44  liftines :  yet  now  he  is  a  fugitive  from  the  land,  f  and  from  his  kingdom,  |  on 
44  account  of  Abfhalom ;  and  Abfhalom,  whom  we  anointed  king  over  us,  is  dead  10 
44  in  battle ;  why  then  are  ye  filent,  about  bringing  back  the  king  ?" 

Meanwhile,  king  David  fent  to  Zadok  and  Abiathar,  the  priefts,  this  meffage :  n 
44  Speak  ye  to  the  elders  of  Judah,  faying:  4  Why- will  ye  be  the  laft  to  bring  back 
44  the  king  to  his  own  home;  feeing  that  the  purpofe  of  all  Ifraei  hath  already 
44  reached  the  king,  in  his  prefent  refidence  ?  Ye  are  my  hrethren,  mine  own  bone  12 
44  and  flefh!  why  then  will  ye  be  the  laft  to  bring  back  the  king?*  Say  alfo  to  13 
44  Amafah  :  4  Art  not  thou  mine  own  bone  and  flefh  ?  God  do  fa  and  fo  to  me, 

V  AS  1058  BEADING  8. 

CH.  XIX.  v.  9.  f  sep.  Ib.  f  sep. 

1XT  L4H  ATOBLT  NOTES.' 

Ch.  iix.  tpt.  8.  The  laft  member  of  this  verCe  belongs  to  Jadahites.  This  «  a  delicate  reproach, 
the  next:  although  it  hath  abfunlljr  been  feparated  from  V.  13.  Say  alfo  fo  jtmafahy  See*  This  con  duel  of  David 
it.  .  has  appeared,  with  regard  to  Joab,  both  ungrateful  and 

V.  it.  Why  wU ye  he  the  laft,  &e.  He  wifhed  his  awn  impolitic.  Hence  Come  modems  would  render  the  word 
tribe  to  Uke  the  lead  is  bringing  about  his  reftoration.  here  tranfiated  la  the  rwmtf,  by  next  to:  I  think,  without 

IK  The  purpeft  of  ell  ffratf,  Sec.  i.  <t*  exclubve  of  the  fufficient  reafbo.  See  c.  a. 

*34 


44  and 


Dtttnd prtporeth to  II  S  A  M  U  ^  L»  XIX*  rrtrvfi  the  Jordan. 

“  and  more  befides,  if  thou  be  not,  henceforth ,  under  me,  the  chief  captain  of  the 

14  “  hoft,  in  the  room  of  Joab.” — Thus  hes  gained  the  hearts  of  all  the  men  of  Judah, 
to  a  man.  And  they  fent  word  to  the  king,  faying :  “  Return  thou,  with  all  thy 
“  fervants.” 

15  So  the  king  returned :  and,  when  he  came  to  the  Jordan,  the  men  of  Judah  had 

16  come  to  Gilgal,  to  meet  the  king,  and  to  condudt  him  over  the  Jordan.  Shimei 
Ben-Gerahf,too,  the  fore-mentioned  Benjamin! te  of  Bahurim,  had  haftened  to  come 

17  down  with  the  men  of  Judah,  accompanied  by  a  thousand  men  of  Benjamin :  alfo 
Zibah,  the  domeftic  of  Saul,  with  his  fifteen  fans  and  hia  twenty  fervants.— -Thefe 

18  lafl  facilitated  the  king’s  paffage  over  the  Jordan  ;|(  and  were  very  ferviceable  in 
bringing]  over  the  king* 8  houfehold,  and  in  doing  whatever  elfe  was  agreeable  to  him. 

When  the  king  was  come  over  the  Jordan,  Shimei  Ben-Gerah  fell  down  at  his 

19  feet,  and* faid :  “  Let  not  my  lord  impute  to  me  my  guilt  j  nor  refent  the  injury 
“  which  thy  fervant  did  to  thee,  on  the  day  that  my  lord-king  went  out  of  Jeru- 

20  “  falem;  let  not  the  king  take  it  to  heart :  for  thy  fervant  isconfcions  of  his  crime: 
“  hence,  lo  !  I  am,  this  day,  come  the  foremoft  of  the  whole  houfe  of  Jofeph,  to 

21  “go  down  to  meet  my  lord-king.”  But  Abifhai  Ben-Zeruia  obje&ed,  and  laid: 
“  Shall  not  Shimd  be  put  to  death,  for  hU  having  reviled  the  Lord’s  anointed  ¥* 

it  David  faid :  “  Why,  ye  fons  of  Zeruia !  will  ye  concern  yourfelvea  with  mine 
u  affairs ;  to  make  me  this  day  an  object  of  odium  ?  No  man  in  Ifrael  fhall,  this 
“  day,  be  put  to  death :  far  I  am  fenfible  that  I  am,  this  day,  king  over  IfraeL” 
33  The  king  then  faid  to  Shimei ;  **  Thou  fhalt  not  die and  fwore  to  him,  that  he 
Jbmld  not . 

14  Mephiboshbth,  the  gratkt-fon  of  Saul,  came  alfo  down  to  meet  the  king.  He 

had  neither  bathed  his  feetj*  nor  trimmed  hU  beard,  nor  wafhed  his  clothes; 

25  from  the  day  of  the  king’s  departure,  until  the  day  of  his  fafa  return.  But  on  his 
coming  down  ]|  from  jerufalem  to  meet  the  king,  the  king  faid  to  him :  “  Mephi- 

26  u  bofheth !  why  wenteft  thou  not  with  me  ?”  He  anfwered  :  “  My  fervant,  my 
“  lord-king !  betrayed  me :  for  thy  fervant  laid :  *  Let  an  afs  be  laddled  for  me, 

TASIOUl  READINGS. 

V.  18.  J  I  have  followed  the  reading  of  sep.  which  I  am  perfuaded  was  that  of  the  original  hebrew.  The 
prefen  t  text  has  been  rendered :  And  a  ferry  hat  went  over  to  bring,  &c.  without  any  authority,  I  think ; 
but  merely  to  fave  the  credit  of  a  corrupted  text,— V.  24.  *  nor  pared  bit  tudb,  sep. — V.  25.  |  The  word 
from ,  is  not  in  the  prefent  text,  nor  in  any  antient  veejion  :  but  a  finglc  letter  was  eafily  dropped :  and 

the  context  requires  from,  not  to.  See  c.  a. 

cxriAKaroay  notes. 

V.  17.  The/e  lift,  &c.  I  refer  this  to  Zibah  ami  hU  Jerom  foppo&a  that  they  only  forded  it  before  him;  and 
(errants,  for  rcafoos  that  appear  to  me  juft ;  which  fee  in  pointed  out  the  proper  place.  1  have  ufed  a  term  appli* 
c.  r>  cable  to  both  interpretations. 

Ib.  FacUitated  t be  Liag't-pxffhge,  &c.  liL  made  the  Jordan  V.  20.  The  whole  houfe  tf  Jofeph,  L  C.  all  Ifrael,  otcla- 
eeff  before  the  ling.  Jofephus  and  fome  of  the  antient  fire  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  perhaps  of  Simeon.  See 
trauflaLora  undimood  tins  of  throwing  a  bridge  over  it.  c.  a. 

135  “on 


David  ttmrii  to  GttgaL  JI  S  4  M  U  E  L.  XIX*  Tht  of  Ifrett gwrrtt 

“  on  which  I  may  ride,  and  go  to  the  king :  for  thy  fervent  i$  lame.  f  My  fervant  |  37 
“  hath  calumniated  me  to  my  lprd-king ;  but  my  lord  king  is  like  an  angel  of  God; 

**  do  what  is  agreeable  tp  thee.  For  all  my  gr#tMi ather’s  family  dpferved  death  28 
11  from  my  lord-king :  yet  thou  placed  ft  thy  fervant  among  thofe  who  ate.  at  thine 
“  own  table.  What  farther  right,  then,  have  I  tp  complain  to  the  king  VK  The  29 
king  replied;  “Talk  no  more  on  the  fubjed;  I  fay,  divide,  thou  and  Zibah,  the 
w  eftate,”  But  Mephif>ofheth  faid  to  the  king  :  “  Nay,  let  him  have  the  whole ;  30 
“  Cnee  my  lord-king  ie  coming  fafely  home,” 

Barzilai,  the  Gileadite,  had  alfo  come,  from  Rpgelim,  tp. crofs  the  Jordan  31 
with  the  king,  and  to  fee  him  oyer.  No  w  Barzil  ai  was  a  very  aged  man,  eighty  32 
years  old.  He  had  fupplied  the  king  with  provisions,  while  he  refided  at  Maha- 
naim ;  for  he  was  a  very  wealthy  man.  The  king,  therefore,  laid  to.  Barzilai ;  33 
“  pome  along  with  me ;  and  I  will  fuppjy  all  thy  needs  at  Jerufalem,”  But  Bar-  34 
ziku  faid  to  the  king ;  tt  How  long  have  X  to  Uve,  that  I  ihould  go  up  with  the 
“  king  tp  Jerufelem  ?  I  ana,  this  day,  eighty  years  pld;  can  I  dikern  good  or  had  ?  35 
“  cap  thy  feryant  reli£b  what  he  eateth  or  drinkpth  ?  can  I  any  more  attend  to  the 
“  Voice  of  men-fmgers  or  womep-fiogers  ?  why,  then,  fhpuld  thy  fervant  be  further 
“  burthenfeme  to  my  lord-king  ?  |  why  would  the  king  thus  reward  my  fervices  ? 

**  Bet  me  juft  crpfe  the  Jordan  with  ||  the  king  [;  then,  let  Ay  fervant,  I  pray  thee,  \\ 
**  return ;  that  X  may  die  in  mine  own  city,  by  the  fepulchre  of  my  father  and 
“  mother.  But,  Io  1  here  is  thy  fervant  Chimam :  let  him  go  along  with  my  lord- 
M  kipgj  and  to  him  do  Apu  whai  fh$U  feem  right  to  thee.”  The  king  anfwered:  3& 
“  Chimam  ihall  go  along  with  me  ;  and  I  will  do  to  him  whatfoever  ftxall  be  agree- 
“  able  to  thee  $  and  I  will  do  for  thyfelf  whatever  thou  £halt  defire  of  roe.*— -So  all  the  39 
people,  crofted  the  Jordan  ;  and  when  the  king  was  come  over  the  Jordan,  he  em¬ 
braced  Barzilaj,  apd  bfeftcd  him*  and  Barzilai  returned  tp  hkown  home.—.The  40 
kin^  then,  proceeded  to  G.ilgak  accompanied  b f  Chimam. 

5  16.  Quarrel  between  the  Men  of  Judah  and  the  other  IJraefites;  and  a  new  Rebellion, 

the  Coffequence , 

THUS  far>  the  whole  people  of  Judah,  and  a  part  of  the  men  of  Ifrael,  had  con¬ 
duced  the  king :  when  all  the  other  Ifraelites  came  to  the  king,  and  laid  to  him;  41 

*  ^hy  have  our  brethren,  the.  mep  of  .  Judah,  ftolen  thee  away ;  and,  without  us , 

*  brought  0VCE  the  Jaidao  the  king,  and  his  houfehold,  and;  all  hi?  adherents?”  4a 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  27.  f  STB.  ARAB.  Sec  c.  B. — V.  35.  4-.  tcaji£ppfed  from  the, end  of  v.  36. — -V.  36. 1  my  brd-imgt  »tb.  and 

Oocm^u  hz^ytyor*  tht  Jang, 

A.TOA?  SOTElt 

Vf  35.  Can  1-dtfcerngtvd or  hfui?-  He  meins  not  moral  V.  37.  CUmon.  Hi*  fon,  no  doubt. 
good  or ‘rot//  Trot  the  gotjef ■  or  bad-  thing*  of  life ;  as  he  V.  40.  A  part  of  the  men  of  Urael,  namely,  a  thou- 
afterward*  explains  himfclf.  food*  Benjaminites.  Corap.  v.  17. 
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VfU b  theft  f  Judah,  II  SAMUEL.  XX.  and  revolt  from  David, 


42  The  men  of  Judah,  all,  aofwered  the  men  of  Ifrael:  “  Decaufe  the  king  is  our  near 
“  kinfman:  why  would  ye  be  angry  on  this  account?  Have  we  fo  much  as  eaten  at 

43  “  the  king’s  coft  ?  or  hath  he  bellowed  on  us  any  gift  V*  *  But  the  men  of  lftael 
replied  to  the  men  of  Judah :  **  We  have  ten  fhates  in  the  king  :  we  are  therefore 
“  more  interefted  for  David,  than  ye.  Why  then  have  ye  fo  flighted  us,  as  not 
44  firft  to  advife  with  us,  about  bringing  back  our  king  ?”  But  the  men  of  Judah 

1  overbearing,  hy  words,  the  men  of  Ifrael  ;  and  there  happening  to  be  there  a  tur¬ 
bulent  man,  whofe  name  was  Shebah  Ben-Bichri,  a  Benjaminite;  he  blew  a  trum¬ 
pet,  and  faid :  *  We  have  no  {hare  in  David  :  no  portion  in  the  fon  of  Ifliai  1  every 

*  “  man  to  his  own  home,  O  Ifraelites  !w  On  this  every  man  of  Ifrael,  revolting 

from  David,  Followed  Shebah  Ben-Bichri :  but  the  men  of  Judah  kept  dofe  to  their 
king,  and  efcorted  bint  from  the  Jordan  unto  Jerufalem, 

3  When  king  David  came  to  his  own  houfe,  at  Jerufalem,  he  took  the  ten  con¬ 
cubine  wives,  whom  he  had  left  to  keep  the  houfe,  and  placed  them  in  a  ward-houfe, 
where  he  maintained  them;  but  never  cohabited  with  them:  fo  they  lived,  like 
widows,  Ihut  up  unto  the  day  of  their  death. 

4  The  king  now  faid  to  Amafah :  M  Convoke  to  me  the  men  of  Judah,  in  three 

3  41  days ;  and  be  here  prefent  thyfdf”  So  Amafah  went  to  convoke  the  Judahites. 

6  But,  as  he  tarried  beyond  the  predie  time,  that  had  been  appointed,  David  laid  to 
||  Joab :  u  Shebah  Ben-Bichri  may,  now,  do  us  more  harm,  than  Abflxalom  did. 
“  Take,  then,  thy  mailer’s  fervants,  and  purfue  him,  left  he  get  pollelfion  of  fenced 

7  M  cities,  and  fo  evade  our  fearch.”  So  there  went  out  with  Joab  his  own  men, 
and  the  Cherethites  and  the  Phelethites:  all  the  brave  men  went  out  of  Jeru- 
lalem,  in  purfuit  of  Shebah  Ben-Bichri. 

8  When  they  were  come  to  the  great  ftone,  at  Gibeon,  Amafah  met  them.  Now- 
the  garment  which  Joab  wore,  was  bound  about  with  a  girdle,  in  which  afword, 

9  in  its  /heath,  hung  by  lus  fide.  But  he  let  it  fall  out,  as  he  marched  along.  Then 
Joab  faid  to  Amalah  :  44  Art  thou  well,  my  brother  ?”  and  with  his  right  hand 

10  took  Amafah  by  the  beard,  to  kifs  it.  But  Amafah  obferved  not  the  fword,  that 


VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  4a.  ■  Or  bath  be  relieved  us  of  taxes  7  »EP. — CH.  XX.  v»  6*  t  So  str*  and  ARAB.  And  fo  Josephus, 
It  is  ftrange  that  all  the  other  versions,  as  well  as  the  prefent  text,  have  Ahi/hai,  See  c.  r. 


KIHA  SATORY  WOTBS. 


V.  43.  We  have  tea  JbartS  at  the  khgt  See.  i.  C.  “  We 
«  are  ten  tubes,  while  ye  and  Simeon  are  but  two :  we  have 
*•  therefore  a  greater  claim  to  take  the  lead  ia  whatever 
**  regards  the  chooiing  or  reftoring  of  a  king,  than  ye  have.” 
We  eonftantly  fee  a  very  ftrong  jcaloufy  between  the  tribe 
of  Judah  and  die  other  tribes:  and  of  thefo  the  pollen ty 
of  Jofeph  always  takes  the  lead. 

Ch.  xa.  ver.  a.  The  words  in  Italic  arc  added,  to  pro* 
rent  a  sufconccprion  of  the  paflhgc:  which  othenrife 
might  fccm  to  Import,  that  tire  men  of  Judah  who  efcorted 

VO L.  II,  I 


the  king  were  thofe  only  who  refided  between  the  Jordan 
and  Jeniialem. 

V.  4.  The  iinF  ww  fold  to  Amafah,  Sic.  He  had  pro- 
mifed  to  make  Trim  general  of  the  army,  in  the  room  of 
Toab ;  and  meant  now  to  fulfil  h»  promilr;  when  he  fiiould 
lee  him  accompanied  by  foch  a  number  of  Judahites.  as 
might  be  fuperior  to  JoaVs  party. 

V.  9.  To  lifi  iu  Killing  the  beard  is  ft31  a  mark  of 
great  refp«£t  jn  the  KalL,  See  c.  a. 
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was  in  the  other  hand  of  Joab  ;  fo,  with  it,  he  fmote  him  in  the  groin,  and  fhed 
his  bowels  out  upon  the  ground :  he  needed  not  to  repeat  the  blow.  Thus  died 
Amafah ♦ — Joab,  and  his  brother  Abifhai,  then  purfued  Shebah  Ben-Bichri  ;  while  n 
one  of  Joab  s  young  men  ftood  by  Amafah  (who  was  weltering  in  his  own  blood), 
and  faid :  “  Whofoever  wifbeth  well  to  Joab,  whofoever  is  for  David ;  let  him. 
u  follow  Joab.”  But  when  the  man  faw,  that  the  whole  people  flopped,  and  that  n 
every  one,  as  he  came  up,  ftood  ftill,  he  removed  Amafah  from  the  high- way,  into 
the  fields,  and  threw  a  garment  over  him.  On  his  being  removed  from  the  high-  13 
way,  the  whole  people  followed  Joab,  in  purfuit  of  Shebah  Ben-Bichri. 

He  had,  by  this  tm e,  gone,  through  all  the  tribes  of  Ifracl,  unto  Abel-beth-  14 
Maachaj  and  all  the  j)  difcontented  had  afferabled  and  gone  after  him.  So  Joab  15 
and  bis  men  went,  and  befieged  him  in  Ab el-beth-Maach a.  They  had  already 
railed  a  mound,  facing  the  outer  wall  of  the  city ;  and  the  whole  people,  who 
were  with  Joab,  were  battering  the  wall,  to  throw  it  down ;  when  a  wife  woman  16 
exclaimed,  from  the  city ;  *  Hear !  hear \  I  pray  you,  fay  to  Joab:  *  Come  hither, 

H  and  let  me  fpeak  with  thee.’  ”  When  he  was  come  nigh  to  her,  the  woman  laid:  17 
u  Art  thou  Joab  1”  He  anfwered :  w  I  am.”  She  faid  to  him :  Liftcn  to  the 
“  words  of  thine  hand-maid.”  “  I  liften,”  faid  he.  She  then  fpoke  thus  1  u  There  18 
“  is  an  old  faying :  <  Make  firft  fure  inquiry,  and  then  ad  accordingly:’  We  are  19 
“  peaceable,  faithful  Ifraelites :  thou  feekeft  to  deftroy  a  mother-city  in  Ifrael !  why 
u  wouldeft  thou  devour  the  inheritance  of  the  Lord  V*  joab  anfwered,  and  faid :  20 
u  Far  be  it  from  me  to  devour,  or  deftroy.  Not  fo  the  cafe :  but  a  man  of  Mount  at 
“  Ephraim,  Shebah  Ben-Bichri  by  name,  hath  revolted  againft  the  king,  againft 
**  David !  him  only  deliver  up,  and  I  will  depart  from  the  city.”  The  woman 
faid  to  Joab :  “  Lo  l  his  head  fhall  be  thrown  over  the  wall  to  thee.”  The  woman  aa 
then,  in  her  wifdom,  went  to  perfmde  all  the  people :  and  they  cut  off  the  head  of 
Shebah  Ben-Bichri,  and  threw  it  out  to  Joab :  and,  on  his  blowing  the  trumpet, 
bis  men  withdrew  from  the  city,  every  man  to  his  own  home.  And  Joab  returned 
unto  Jerufalem,  to  the  king. 

Now  Joab  was  over  the  whole  hoft  of  Ifrael ;  and  Benaiah  Ben-Jehoiadah  over  23 
the  Cherethites  and  the  Phelethites,  Adoram  was  tax-m  after:  Jehofhaphat  Ben-  24 

VARIOUS  READING. 

V.  14.  S  I  have  followed  the  reading  of  sef.  making  it  an  appellative  noon.  The  prefent  text  is  variouffy 
rendered.  By  moft  it  ia  taken  for  a  proper  name,  The  Beritej,  See  c.  &♦ 

EXFLANATOIY  MOTHS* 

V.  14-  Uatc  Ahil-ixtb-Maacka*  A  town  at  the  north-  V,  19.  The  mhenianee  of  At  Loin.  Every  portion  of 
era  extremity  of  the  portion  of  Naphtha]  i,  in  the  Ante-  Ifracl  was  fupjwfed  to  be  a  part  of  the  Loan*)  inheritance, 
lebanon;  on  the  river  Chirforroaa.  Seethe  map, and  c.  a.  or  domain. 

V.  18.  Then  it  aa  ddjaymgt  &c.  This  old  faying  has  V.  21.  A  etaa  of  Mount  Ephraim*  He  was  a  Eenja- 
nmch  puzzled  interpreters,  and  been  variouBy  paraph  raf-  mi  Trite;  bat  &  part  of  Mount  Ephraim  belonged  to  that 
ed.  Whether  1  hare  wdl  tendered,  the  learned  vriD  jodge.  tribe. 

See  c.  a. 
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A  Famine  for  tint  Tear*  :  II  SAMUEL.  XXI.  it*  Coup  and  Cmfhpxeam* 

45  Ahilud  recorder :  j)  Sheraiah  fcribe :  and  Zadok  and  Abi&thar  were  eke  isg£-priefts. 

46  Irah,  too,  the  Jairite,  was  a  prieft  of  David’s. 

§  17.  A  Famine  of  three  Tears  Duration,  &c. 

1  IN  the  days  of  David,  there  was  a  famine  of  three  years,  year  after  year :  when 
David  confulted  the  Lord  ;  and  the  Loro  anfwered  :  u  It  is  on  account  of  Saul 
“  and  of  his  {anguinary  houfe ;  becaufe  he  flaughtered  the  Gibeonites,”  4.  Now 
the  Gibeonites  were  not  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  but  a  remnant  of  the  Amorites, 
to  whom  the  children  of  Lfrael  had  fworn  not  to  extirpate  them :  bat  whom  Saul, 

2  in  his  zeal  for  the  children  of  Hrael  and  Judah,  had  endeavoured  to  deftroy.  |  King 

3  David,  then,  called  for  the  Gibeonites,  and  faid  to  them :  w  What  muft  I  do  for 
u  you  ?  and  with  what  (ball  I  make  an  atonement  ;  that  ye  may  blefs  the  Lord’s 

4  u  inheritance?”  The  Gibeonites  laid  to  him:  M  Neither  filver  nor  gold  we 
«  claim  from  Saul  or  his  houfe  x  nor  for  us  foalt  thou  put  to  death  any  man  of 

5  w  IfraeL”  He  anfwered ;  “  Whatfoever  ye  require,  I  will  do  for  you.”  ,  They 
replied  to  the  king :  4-  **  Let  feven  men,  of  the  pofterity  of  |  that  man,  who  would 
«  have  confumed  us,  and  who  meditated  our  utter  extirpation  in  all  the  diftri&s  of 

6  “  Hrael,  be  delivered  to  us,  that  we  may  bang  them  up  before  the  Lord,  ||  on  the 

7  M  Lord’s  hill  at  Gibea^of-Saul.”  The  king  laid ;  44 1  grant  it.” — The  king,  how¬ 
ever,  fpared  Mephibofteth,  the  fon  of  Jonathan  Ben-Saul,  on  account  of  the  {acred 

8  oath  that  was  between  them  j  between  David  and  Jonathan  Ben-Saul,  But  the 
king  took  the  two  fons  of  Rizpha  Bath-Ahiah,  whom  foe  bad  borne  to  Saul,  Ar- 
moni  and  Mephibofoeth ;  and  the  five  fons  of  |)  Merab,  whom  foe  had  borne  to 

9  Adriel  Ben-Barzilai,  the  Meholathite :  all  thefe  he  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
the  Gibeonites,  who  hanged  them  up  on  the  Lotus's  bill,  before  the  Lord,  Thus 
the  feven  fell  together  ;  and  were  put  to  death  in  the  harveft  feafon ;  at  the  very 

10  beginning  of  the  barley  harveft. — But  Rizpha  Bath-Ahiah  took  fackcloth,  and  fpread 

VASI0D8  HEADINGS. 

V.  45.  1  So  SYJL  ARA8.  and  p,  f.  ch.  8.  17.  Die  rest  vary.  See  c.  R.  CH.  XXI.  v.  1.  +  tranfpofed 
from  v.  2,  for  the  fake  of  order.— V.  j.  |  tranfpofed  from  v.  6. — V.  6.  U  A  conje&ural  emendation;  but 
founded  in  analogy,  and  confirmed  by  r.  p.  v.  See  c.  h»— V.  8.  fl  Here  is  an  example  of  evident  though 
early  corruption,  not  only  in  the  text,  but  in  all  the  raoft  ancient  versions:  which  have  Micbal  inftead 

of  Merab*  See  e.  r. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

Ch.  XXL  vn-.  3.  That  ye  may  lift  the  Lord’j  'mheritaan,  Mofcs,  on  this  head,  ™  never  duly  obferved. 

L  e.  may  pray  for  the  profperity  of  the  land;  your  claim  V.  o.  At  the  very  begisaing  of  the  barley  liarvtjl.  This 
ua  Saul  being  latufted,  period  teems  to  be  taken  notice  of,  to  fhew  theperfeverant 

V.  6.  Thai  «*■  may  hang  Am  */>,  &C.  The  Hebrew  zeal  of  Rizpha  ;  who  watched  the  dead  bodies  until  the 
is  of  A  dubious  mailing;  and  may  figoify  fofcnfen  or  firft  foil  of  rain;  which  at  that  feafon  rarely  foil  during 
h vxatw*  of  any  kind.  Jerom  renders  uw  word  anttifed.  three  months.  See  c.  R. 

Sec  c.  t.  V.  to.  This  attention  to  the  unhuried  bodies  of  friend* 

lb.  On  the  LordV  Bit  The  tune,  I  think,  mentioned  was  not  peculiar  to  the  Jews.  It  was  equally  cuftoraary 
1  Sam.  10.  5.  where  there  was  a  Society  of  prophets,  and  among  the  Greek*  and  Romans;  and  is  perhaps  natural  to 
moil  probably  a  place  of  worhup}  for  the  rcftri&vt  law  of  all  nations.  See  c.  *, 
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Th*  Bonn  of  Saul  and  Joadfhan  II  S  A  M  U  E  L*  XXI*  buried *  Vttrvm  Feats 

it  under  her  upon  the  rock,  from  the  beginning  of  harveft  until  water  from  the 
heavens  dropped  upon  them;  and  fuflered  neither  the  fowls  of  the  jut  to  perch  on 
them  by  day,  nor  the  beafts  of  the  field  to  invade  them  by  night  When  it  was  n< 
told  to  David,  what  Rizpha  Bath-Ahiah,  Saul’s  concubine,  had  done  ;  *  he  went  12 
and  took  the  bones  of  Saul  and  the  bones  of  his  fon  Jonathan  from  the  men  of 
Jabefh-Gilead ;  who  had  ftolen  them  from  the  market-place  of  Betb-fhean,  where 
the  Philiftines  had  hanged  them  up,  at  the  time  of  their  defeating  Saul  on  Mount - 
Gilboa.  Thence  David  brought  the  bones  of  Saul  and  the  bones  of  his  fon  Jona-  13 
than ;  which,  together  with  the  bones  of  thofe  lately  hanged,  were  now-  buried  in  14 
the  land  of  Benjamin,  at  Zela,  in  the  fepulchre  of  Kifh,  Saul’s  father* — Thus,  all 
that  the  king  had  commanded  being  performed,  the  Lord  was  reconciled  to  the 
land* 

5  1 8.  War  with  the  Pbilifiines.  David* s  Worthies , 

AGAIN  the  Philiftines  made  war  on  the  Ifraelites;  when  David  went  down  15 
with  his  fervants,  to  fight  againft  the  Philiftines.  But  David  being  now  feeble, 
Ilhbiboneb,  who  was  of  the  Raphaite  race,  the  brafr  of  wbofe  fpear  weighed  three  16 
hundred  fhekela,  and  who  was  begirt  with  a  new  /wordy  thought  to  kill  David:  but  17 
Abifhai  Ben-Zerviia  fuccoured  him,  and  fmote  the  Philiftine,  and  killed  him. — On 
this  occafion,  David's  men  adjured  him,  faying:  “Thou  fhalt  no  more  come  out, 
with  us,  to  battle  ;  left  thou  extinguifh  the  lamp  of  IfraeL” 

There  was  yet,  after  this,  another  battle  with  the  Philiftines,  at  [[  Gezer ;  when  18 
Sibchai,  a  Huflxathite,  flew  ||  Saphai,  who  was  of  the  Raphaite  race. 

Again  there  was  a  battle  with  the  Philiftines  jj  at  Gob;  |  when  Elhanara  Ben-  19 
Jair-oregim,  a  Bethlehemite,  flew  f  Lahami,  brother  to  |  Goliath,  the  Gathite,  the 
ftafF  of  whofe  fpear  was  like  a  weaver's  beam. 

There  was  yet  another  battle  at  Gath  ;  where  a  gigantic  man  prefented  himftlf;  20 
who  had  fix  fingers  du  each  hand,  and  on  each  foot  fix  toes,  in  number  twenty- 
four.  This  many  defying  the  Ifraelites,  was  Ikon  by  Jonathan  the  fon  of  Davids  21 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V*  xi.  •  They  (the  dead  bodies)  were  ww  dij/blved:  and  Dan  the  fon  of  Joaht  of  the  met  of  the  giants, 
(Raphaite*)  had  taken  than  awyy  sep.  but  wanting  in  fame  copies.  If  this  be  not  an  interpolation,  it 
would  come  in  better  after  v.  10.  ike  c.  a. — V.  18.  ||  So  josephus  and  p. f.  1  Chron.  ao.  4.  The  prefent 
text,  chau).  and  vo  lg,  have  Gt>&.  Moft  copies  of  srf.  with  iyr.  arab.  have  Gath.  Other  copies  of  sbp. 
with  50  mss.  have  Nob*  See  c.  .a.  Ib.  ||  aL  Sayh.  See  c.  a.— V.  19.  Q  Here  again  40  mss.  have  Nob.  fn 
the  different  copies  of  SEP.  we  find  Neb,  Rtbf  and  Ram.  The  word*  are  wanting  in  syr.  aras.  and  F.  p. 

I  Chron.  20.  5.  lb.  f  fupplied  from  i  Chron.  20.  5. 

EXPLANATORY  DOTH. 

V.  14.  Zebu  The  Greek  translator  and  Jerom  make  V.  20.  In  number  trnnHfbur,  L  e.  hia  finger#  and  toes  to* 
an  appellative  noun  of  Zdaf  and  reader  in  the  fde»  which  grther;  for  which  the  Hebrew  ha*  but  one  term.  So  in 
may  be  uuderdood  either  of  the  bones  being  interred  lefide  Latin,  Italian,  French,  and  Spaaifh,  the  toes  are  called  the 
thofe  of  Kilbj  or  b*&£t<m  another.  ftgtre  of  the  foot. 
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22  brother  Shimenh* — Thofe  fouiyof  the  Raphaite  race  of  Gath,  fell  by  the  hands  of 
David  and  his  fervants* 

8  |  Now  thefe  are  the  names  of  the  worthies,  who  belonged  to  David : 

||  Josheb-beshebeth,  an  Hachmonite,  was  the  chief  of  the  firjl  three*  He,  at 

9  one  time  j|  brandifhing  his  fpear,  |  broke  through  \\  eight  hundred  men*— Next  to 
him,  and  one  of  the frft  three  worthies,  was 

Eleazar  Ben-Dodi,  an  Ahohite.  He  was  with  David,  f  at  Phas-damim  ; 
where,  the  Philiftines  being  afiembled  to  battle,  and  the  men  of  Ifrael  giving  way  j 

10  he  relifted  and  {mote  the  Philiftines,  until  his  hand  (which  had  ftnck  to  the  fword) 
was  weary :  and,  by  him,  that  day,  the  Lord  wrought  a  great  deliverance :  the 

11  people  only  followed  him  to  the  fpoil. — Next  to  him,  was 

Shamah  Ben-Agah,  an  Hararite :  who,  when  the  Philiftines  had  afiembled  at 
Lehi  (where  was  a  ipot  of  ground  full  of  ||  lentils),  and  when  the  people  were  flee- 

1 2  mg  from  the  Philiftines,  placed  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  the  field,  and  finote  the 

13  Philiftines :  thus,  by  kimt  the  Lord  wrought  a  great  deliverance. —  Thofe  three 
(the  chief  of  the  thirty)  had  gone  down  to  David,  ||  unto  the  rock  |  at  the  cave  of 

14  Adulam ;  when  the  Philiftines  were  encamped  in  the  vale  of  Rephaim.  Now, 
while  David  was  in  that  ftrong  hold  (a  garrifon  of  Philiftines  being  then  polled  at 

15  Beth-lehem),  he  longed,  and  laid  :  u  Who  will  give  me  a  draught  of  water,  from 

16  “  the  well  of  Beth-lehem,  that  is  by  the  cfiy-gate  ¥*  On  which,  thofe  three  wor¬ 
thies  broke  through  the  hoft  of  the  Philiftines ;  and,  having  drawn  water  out  of 
the  well  that  was  by  the  gate  of  Beth~lehem,  they  took  and  brought  it  to  David, 
f  David,  however,  would  drink  none  of  it :  but  poured  it  out,  as  a  libation ,  to  the 

17  Lord.  For  he  laid :  “  God  preferve  me  from  doing  fo ;  f  ftiall  I  drink  |  the  life— 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  72.  +  The  following  part  of  this  fedion  ie  tranfpofcd  from  ch.  uni.  beginning  by  r.  B.— CH.XXUL  v.  B. 
11  ai.  JcJbtb-iaam.  Jb.  |)  Sop.p.  i  Chron.  II.  II.  The  prefent  text  in  Sam.  is  unintelligible  j  although 
the  corruption  Ceeme  to  be  of  a  rery  old  date.  See  c.  a.  Ib.  |  Joseph,  has  900,  but  p.  f.  1  Chron.  1  r.  1  j. 
has  only  300, — V.  9.  f  Partly  fupplkd  and  partly  corrected  from  r  Chron.  See  c.  r. — V.  1 1 .  |J  It  is  barley 
in  1  Chron.  Which  is  die  better  reading,  it  ts  hard  to  fay.  See  c.  B-— V.  13.  \\  I  follow  the  leading  of  p.  p. 
1  Chron.  1 1.  15.  The  prefent  reading  in  Sam.  is,  unto  the  harvejl,  commonly  rendered  in  the  baroejbjim*. 
See  c.  r. — V.  16.  f  abab.  and  fix  aw. — V,  17.  f  fupplied  froxal  Chron.  x  x.  19. 

EXPLANATORY  ROTES. 

Ch.  xxm.  vcr.  8,  The  catalogue  of  David's  worthies,  monly  trandated  Jlam.  Shakefpeare  would  have  laid : 
or  fmgulariy  brave  men,  is  corrupted  aod  confided.  From  earned  oat  bupoffygr.  See  c.  x. 

a  minute  companion  of  Samuel  with  Chronicles,  and  with  V.  IO.  The  people  only  followed  him  to  the  JpdL  He  left 
the  ancient  verfions,  has  the  prefent  arrangement  been  them  nothing  to  do,  but  to  take  the  booty, 
made.  V.  12.  Plated  hmftf  m  the  nadjl  of  thejuld,  to  defend  it 

V.  9.  The  thief  of  the  firft  three.  In  order  to  ooderftand  againil  the  plunderers.  It  was  generally  when  the  fields 
this,  the  reader  mutt  obferve  that  of  the  ihirty-feven  brave  were  full  ofgrain,  that  fuch  incurfions  were  made, 
men  here  mentioned,  there  were  fix  more  diftingmflied  than  V.  13.  The  chief  of  the  thirty  /  i.  e.  the  moil  dillin- 
the  reft  j  and,  of  thefe  fix,  one  ternary ,  or  trio,  were  grnlhed  perfbna  of  the  whole.  The  round  number  thirty 
deemed  fuperior  to  the  fecood  ternary.  u  put  for  thirty  f even. 

Ib.  Broke  thrmgh.  So  I  render  the  word  which  is  com- 

f4J 
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u  blood  of  thefe  men,  who  have  gone  fir  it ,  at  the  rifk  of  their  lives  ?”  So  he 
would  not  drink  it, — Such  deeds  did  thofe  three  worthies. — Next  to  them ,  was 

Abishai  Ben-Zeruia,  Joab’s  brother,  the  chief  of  the  fecond  three.  He,  18 
brandifhing  his  fpear,  broke  through  three  hundred  men ;  and  hence  had  the  jirjl 
name  among  the  fecond  three :  of  the  three  he  was  the  moft  honourable,  and  their  19 
chief  5  yet  he  came  not  up  to  the  former  three, — Next  to  him ,  was  * 

Bsnaiah  Ben-Jehoiadah  (the  fon  of  a  wealthy  man  of  Kabzeel),  great  in  20 
exploits.  He  flew  two  large  lions  of  Moab :  he  alfo,  in  the  time  of  fnow,  went 
down,  and  flew  another  lion  in  a  pit.  He,  moreover,  flew  an  eminent  Egyptian :  at 
and  though  the  Egyptian  had  a  fpear  in  his  hand,  he  [Benoiah]  went  up  to  him 
with  a  ftaff  j  and,  pulling  the  fpear  out  of  the  Egyptian’s  hand,  flew  him  with  his 
own  fpear. — Such  deeds  did  Benaiah  Ben-Jehoiadah  •  and,  hence ,  had  a  name  22 
among  the  fecond  three :  he  was  more  honourable  than  the  folkwing  thirty ;  but  he  23 
came  not  up  to  the  jirjl  three. — Him  David  made  his  own  adjutant. 


J  The  names  of  king  David’s  other  thirty  worthies  were :  j  24 

Ashael,  Joab’a  brother. 

Elhanan  Ben-Dodi,  of  Beth-lehem. 

Sham  AH,  an  Harodite.  25 

Elikah,  an  Harodite. 

Helez,  a  Fhelonite.  26 

In  ah.  Ben-Ikes  h,  a  Thekoite. 

ABrEZER,  an  Anathothite.  27 

||  Sibchai,  an  Hufliathite* 

Zalmon,  an  Ahohite.  28 

Maharai,  a  Netophathite. 

||Heled  Ben-Baanah,  a  Netophathite.  29 

Ithai  Ben-Ribai,  of  Gibea-of-Benj amin. 

Benaiah,  a  Phirathonite.  30 

JjHuRAi  of  Nahal-gaafli. 


VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  19.  *  I  greatly  fufpeft  that  one  worthy  has  been  here  dropped  oat  of  the  TEXT  both  of  Sam.  and  Chron. 
as  one,  namely  Sbamah,  has  certainly  been  dropped  out  of  the  latter. — We  evidently  want  one  worthy  of 
the  fecond  ternary;  unlcfs  with  SennicOtt  we  make  him  out  of  AJhatli  which  the  text,  I  think,  does  not 
authorize  us  to  do.  See  c.  r. — V.  24.  j[  So  Sfir.  and  equivalently  ARAB.  The  prefent  text,  with  vulg. 
has,  among  the  thirty  war.  See  c.  R.—V.  27.  fl  al,  Jltsbuni. — V.  29.  Q  al*  HeUb.-~V.  30,  j|  ah  Htthi, 


BX  HAHATDST  votes. 

V.  *0.  Too  largt  Scat  i  lit.  Scat  of  Godj  which  moft  V.  a 3,  Bu  own  aJfotaxt.  I  have,  after  Micharlig,  ven. 
interpreters  render  BemSit  ntau  But  I  fee  little  reafon  for  tured  this  modem  military  term,  as  it  appears  folly  to  ex* 
undue#  them  any  thing  but  lions  of  an  uncommon  fee:  prda  the  meaning  of  the  original.  From  another  reading, 
to  kiu  which  required  uncommon  ftrength  and  bravery,  however,  we  might  render,  ever  bis  guard:  and,  in  reality. 
See  c.  R.  he  was  over  the  Cbcrethitcs  and  Phelethitea. 

14Z  Abi-albon, 


or  Woriinet  of  David,  II  SAMUEL.  XXIV.  A  Crs/w  x>f  th*  Pevpit  made. 


ji  Abt-albon,  an  Arbathite. 

||  Armoth,  a  Barhumite. 
jz  Elihabah,  a  Shaalbonite. 

*  *  *  jj  Ben-Haihem,  f  a  Glzotitte.  | 

33  Jonathan  Bbn-Shimeah,  a  Hararite. 

Ahiam  Ben-||Shachar,  an  j|  Ararite, 

34  Elipbalbt  Ben-Ahasbai,  a  Maachathite. 

Eliam  Bbn-Ahitkophel,  a  Gilonite. 

33  ||  Hezrai,  a  Carmelite. 

||  Naarai  f  Bbn-Arbat,  |  an  jj  Arabite. 

36  (I  Joel  Ben-Nathan,  fiom  Zoba. 

UBaniah,  a  Gadite, 

37  Zelek,  an  Ammonite. 

Naharai,  a  Berothite  $  armour-bearer  to  Joab-Ben-Zeruia* 

38  I  rah,  an  Itbrite. 

Gareb,  an  Ithrite. 

39  Uriah,  an  Hethite,— rln  all  thirty-feven. 

§  19.  A  Pejliltnce  of  three  Days,  &c. 

1  THE  Lord  being  again  incenfed  at  the  Ifraelites,  he  let  David  againft  them, 
a  by  fuggefting  to  him  the  thought  of  numbering  Ifrael  and  Judah.— -To  Joab,  then, 
the  chief  of  his  hoft,  the  king  faid :  “  Go,  now,  through  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael, 
u  from  Dan  to  Beerfheba,  and  make  a  mufter  of  the  people,  that  I  may  know 
3  4<  their  number.”  But  Joab  fold  to  the  king :  “  May  the  Lord,  thy  God,  aug- 

VARIOUS  READINGS- 

V.  31.  U  at  Azmjvctb. — V.  3a.  m  9  *  A  name  has  been  dropped  before  Ben-Hajbtmi  unlefi  Ben-Jiajbemt 
or  Beni-Hajbtviy  be  itfelf  tfie  whok  name.  See  c,  r.  Ib.  Q  al.  Jafbm,  lb.  f  from  Chron. — V.  33.  |  aL 
Sbarar  and  Sarad r.  Ibi  H  ai.  Aradste, — V.  33.  (}  aL  Ham,  lb.  (1  al.  Phaaroi.  Ib.  f  from  1  Chron.  1 1,  37. 
lb.  (]  al.  Aracbite»—Y.  36.  U  aL  Jga/.  Ib.  |  al.  J Bam.  See  c.  r. 


IIPUHiTOlT  HOT  El. 


V.  39.  In  oB  tUrtyfeva,  j ofephua  fay#  they  were 
thirty-tight;  hut  as  he  name*  only  the  .firft  five^we  can 
draw  no  help  from  him  u  to  the  reft.  In  Chronicles  the 
cumber  »  ftOl  greater,  amounting  to  fifty-three  at  leaft* 
See  the  notes  on  1  Chron.  1 1.  10,  &c. — It  may  be  won¬ 
dered  tliat  Joab  Is  not  here  mentioned :  but,  as  Mtchaelis 
well  remark. b,  it  is  only  perfonal  ftrength  and  feperior 
hravery,  not  rant  and  fubordi  nation,  that  are  here  attended 
to.  Joab  was  general  in  chief ;  but  might  be  much  infe¬ 
rior  to  thofe  wortlues  in  perform!  valour. — Some  interpre¬ 
ters,  however,  think  be  u  to  be  under  ft  cod  as  at  the  head 
of  the  lift.  Sec  Kennk-ott's  Second  Diftertation  on  the 
State  of  the  Hebrew  Text. 

Ch,  xxis.  ver.  I.  He  fci  David  agdnfi  tbem^  Sec.  In 


Chronicles,  it  is  Satan  (the  adversary)  who  fuggefti  this 
idea  to  David.  It  comes,  however,  to  the  lame  thing. 
Id  the  Hebrew  theology,  God  is  immediately,  or  medi¬ 
ately,  the  author  of  every  event,  good  or  bad.  The  writer 
of  Chronicles  feenw  only  to  have  fbftened  the  cxprdBon  by 
making  Satan  the  immediate  agent.  See  Preface  to  the 
Book  of  Job. — For  the  rdl,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fee  in  what 
David’s  guOt  eenfifted.  It  it  plain,  however,  from  the 
context,  that  the  meafurc  was  unpopular;  and  dHagreeable 
even  to  the  courtier*  thcmfelvg*.  Perhaps  David  wifhed  to 
wage  new  ware,  and  make  new  conqudis,  at  the  expcnce  of 
the  people's  tranquillity  j  and  may  be  to  impofie  a  capita¬ 
tion  tax.  Sec  c.  u.  and  compare  j  Chron.  ch.  20. 


ment 


2XW’/  Remorfi :  be  hmtl  II  SAMUEL.  XXIV.  the  Choice  of  three  Pmj/hmeatr, 


“  ment  the  people  (howfoever  many  they  be)  an  hundred  fold  ;  and  may  the  eyes 
41  of  my  lord-king  behold  the  increafe!  But  why  would  my  lord-king  fblter  fuch  a 
46  purpofe  ?”  However,  the  king's  will  prevailed  over  Joab  and  the  other  chiefs  of  4 
the  hoft.  So  Joab,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  hoft,  went  out  from  the  prefence  of  the 
king,  to  make  a  mutter  of  the  people  of  Ifrael. 

They  patted  over  the  Jordan,  and  encamped  to  the  right  of  Aroer,  a  city  with-  5 
in  the  torrent  of  Gad;  and  toward  Jazer.  They  went  thence  to  Gilead,  and  to  6 
the  land  of  Thahthim-Hadfhi.  Thence  they  went  to  Dan-Jaan.  They  then  went 
about  to  Ztdon,  and  came  thence  to  the  ftrong  hold  of  Tyre,  and  to  all  the  cities  7 
of  the  Hevites  and  Chanaanites.  They  then  proceeded  to  the  fouth  of  Judah,  unto 
Beerlheba.  And  when  they  had  gone  through  the  whole  land,  they  came  to  Je-  8 
rufalem,  at  the  end  of  nine  months  and  twenty  days. — And  Joab  gave  in  to  the  9 
king,  the  fum  of  people  muttered.  There  were  in  Ifrael,  ||  eight  hundred  thou- 
land  valiant  men,  who  drew  the  fword  ;  and  the  men  of  Judah  were  ||  five  hundred 
thoufand  men. 

But  David’s  heart  fraote  him,  after  he  had  numbered  the  people:  and  David  10 
laid  to  the  Lord  :  M I  have  grievoully  finned,  by  what  I  have  done :  now,  there- 
41  fore,  O  Lord  !  I  befeech  thee,  remit  the  iniquity  of  thy  fervant :  for  very 
44  foolilhly  I  have  a£ted/’ — As  foon  as  David  arofe  next  morning;  the  word  of  n 
the  Lord  came  to  the  prophet  Gad,  || David’s  feer, j  faying :  "Go,  and  fay  to  it 
David:  *  Thus  faith  the  Lord  :  Three  things  I  offer  thee;  make  thine  own  choice 
“  of  one  of  them ;  that  it  I  may  do  to  thee/  ”  This,  Gad  came  to  tell  to  David,  13 
and  laid  to  him  :  *•  Shall  a  famine  of  §  three  years  befall  thee,  in  thine  own  land  ? 

“  Or  wilt  thou  flee  three  months  before  thine  enemies,  they  ftill  purfuing  thee  ? 

**  Or  wit  thou  have  a  pellilence  of  three  days  in  thy  land  ?  Confider  now,  and 
“  fee,  what  anfwer  I  mutt  return  to  him  who  fent  me/’— -Then  to  Gad  David  faid:  14 
w  I  am  much  perplexed;  let  us  fall,  I  pray,  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord  ;  for  many 
44  are  his  mercies :  bnt  let  me  not  fell  into  the  hands  of  men.”  f  Thus  David  chafe 
the  peftilence. 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XXIV.  v.  9.  |  josepbUS.  Ib.  /our,  josephus.  In  i  Chrom  21,  the  futns  are  eleven  hundred 
thoufand  fox  Ifrael?  and  four  hundred  and  feventj  for  Judah. — The  author  of  Chronicles  adds,  that  in  this 
number,  the  tribes  of  Levi  and  Benjamin  were  not  included.  See  1  Chron.  31. 6. — V .  1 1,  |j  wanting  in 
syr.  and  Arab-— V.  13.  B  So  SEP.  and  p.  p.  1  Chron.  21. 12 ;  which  I  take  to  be  the  true  reading.  The 
rest  with  JOSEPHUS  have  Jeven.  See  c.  R. — V.  14  and  15.  +  bbp, 

EmiVATOtV  NOTES. 

V.  j.  Eaaanfxd,  fee.  Joab  fcems  to  have  been  scram,  the  interior  fide  of  the  torrent.  The  encampment  was  be- 
pasted  with  an  army,  to  enforce  the  kiiig’e  will,  tween  Aroer  and  Jeuun  whence,  as  from  a  centre,  they 

Ib.  To  the  right  of  Aroer,  This  is  not  Aroer  on  the  made  a  fumy  and  mutter  of  the  Reubenites  and  Gadites, 
A  man,  but  Aroer  by  Raid  ;  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  tor-  See  c.  it,  and  the  map. 

rent  Jabot,  called  here  ihi  torrrat  «f  Gadt  becaufek  palled  V.  IO.  David’ t  heart  finite  hun,  i.  e«  be  fait  a  ftroug 
through  the  territory  of  that  tribe.  remorfe.  I  ha re  retained  the  Hebraifm,  as  more  empha- 

Ib-  Within  the  torrent  .*  that  is,  as  I  undtrftand  it,  on  tied  than  any  fubftitute. 

I44 


It 


Jti  the  Prayer  of  DWV»  \  I  SAMUEL.  XXIV.  &  XXII.  Plague  teafith. 


15  |  It  was  now  tlie  time  of  the  wheat-harveft  j  when  the  Lord  fent  a  peftilence 
upon  Ifrael,  from  the  morning  until  J]  mid-day  j  and  there  died,  of  the  people,  from 

16  Dan  to  Beer-lheba,  feventy  thoufand  men.  The  angel  f  of -God  j  had  already 
ftretched  his  hand  over  Jerufalem,  to  finite  it;  when  the  Lord,  relenting  from 
his  difpleafure,  laid  to  the  angel,  who  deftroyed  the  people:  44  Enough  1  ftay  thine 
“  hand,”— The  angel  of  the  Lord  was,  then,  by  the  threfhing-ftoor  of  Araunah,  a 

17  Jebufne.  Now  when  David  beheld  the  aogel,  who  was  fmiting  the  people,  he 
addreffed  himfelf  to  the  Lord,  and  faid :  41  Lo  J  l  am  the  fmner ;  I  have  done 
“  the  iniquity  :  but  that  flock  l — what  have  they  done?  Let  thine  hand,  I  pray  thee, 

18  “be  again  ft  me,  and  againft  my  father’ s  houfe.”  That  fame  day  the  prophet  Gad 
came  to  David,  and  faid  to  him :  44  Go,  build  an  altar  to  the  Lord  on  the  threfh- 

19  44  ing-floor  of  Araunah,  the  Jehufite/*  David  went,  as  the  Lord  had  commanded, 
ao  according  to  the  words  of  Gad.  When  Araunah,  looking  up,  faw  the  king  and 

his  fervants  coming  to  him  ;  he  came  forward ;  and,  proftrating  himfelf  on  the 
it  ground  before  the  long,  he  faid :  44  Why  is  my-lord  king  come  to  his  fervant  ?” 

David  faid :  “  To  buy  from  thee  that  threfliing-floar ;  to  build  on  it  an  altar  to 
22  tt  the  Lord,  that  foe  peftilence  may  be  averted  from  the  people.**  Araunah  then 
faid  to  David :  44  Let  my4ord  king  take,  and  offer  up  whatsoever  pleafeth  him : 
“  Lo !  here  are*  oxen  for  an  holocauft ;  and  threfhing-inftruments  and  oxen-gear  for 
*3  “  wood,”  AU  thefe  Araunah  *  proffered  to  foe  king ;  and  laid  to  him  t 44  May  the 
*4  “  Lord  foy  God  be  propitious  to  thee  !”  But  the  king  faid  to  Araunah :  44  Nay  ; 
“  I  will  afliiredly  buy  it  from  thee,  at  the  price :  for  1  will5  not  offer  up  holocaufts 
44  to  the  Lord  my  God,  out  of  that  which  cofteth  me  nothing,”  So  David  bought 
25  the  threfoing-floor  and  the  oxen  for  ||  fifty  foekels  of  Giver;-—' There,  David  builded 
an  altar  to  the  Lord,  and  offered  holocaufts  and  euchariftic  facrifices.  Thus 
the  Lord  was  entreated  for  the  land,  and  the  plague  ceafed  in  IfraeL 

5  20.  David's  Pfalm  of  Thankfgivtng ,  &c. 

1  DAVID,  when  the  Lord  had  delivered  him  from  foe  hands  of  Saul  and  all  his 
enemies,  addreffed  to  the  Lord  the  words  of  this  Song;  and  faid  : 

1  44  *  O  Lord  1  my  rock,  my  fortrefs,  my  deliverer ; 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  15,  f  sep,  Ih.  ft  I  have  followed  stk,  and  arab.  who  have  both  untH  the pxtb  hour.  So  equivalently 
SEP.  until  dinnertime.  And  fa  Joseph.  Others  raider :  until  the  appointed  time.  See  C.  K. — V,  1 6,  -f  6EP-— 
V.  23.  *  The  ling.  So  the  prefent  printed  text.  But  this  is  wanting  in  sep.  str,  arab.  and  4  mss.  It 
is  alfo  wanting  in  forae  copies  of  chald.  and  vueg.  See  c-  R.— V.  24.  |j  In  Chron.  the  fura  Is px  hun¬ 
dred.  Josephus,  however,  has  only  pfty. — CH.  XXII.  ver;  2.  *  I  love  tbe*}  O  Lorjb,  rnyJJrength!  eta. 
arab.  and  *.  p.  Pfalm  18.  1,  and,  partly,  one  of  De  Rofli’s  See  c.  m, 
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u  My  God,  ray  caftlfcj  in  whom  I  truft :  3 

w  My  fliield,  my  fidvarion-hom,  my  tower,  J  my  refuge ;  | 

”  My  Saviour,  who  faveft  me  from  violence. 

u  II  P£K£TRAT£D  with  terror ,  I  invoked  the  Lord  ;  4 

“  And  from  mine  enemies  I  was  refcaed. 

u  The  (J  billows  of  death  had  environed  me :  £ 

K  Torrents  impetuous  on  me  rallied : 

M  The  cords  of  Hades  were  enfolding  me ;  6 

“  Laid  for  me  were  the  (hares  of  death : 

u  In  my  diftaefs,  I  invoked  the  Lord  5  7 

To  my  God  I  cried  aloud ; 

“  From  his  palace  he  listened  to  my  voice ; 

“  My  cry  touched  his  ears. 


**  The  earth,  then,  fhook  and  trembled  :  8 

"  The  foundations  of  the  |  mountains  trembled  and  (hook ; 
tt  For,  his  ire  bong  moved,  from  Ins  noftrils  came  fmoke  ;  9 

“  And  from  his  mouth  devouring  flame : 

**  Thence  were  enkindled  flakes  cf  fire. 

“  Hr  bent  the  heavens,  and  defcended  3 
“  A  cloud  of  darknefs  was  under  his  feet ; 

**  Upon  a  cherub  he  rode,  and  flew  ;  *  i 

M  He  ||  glided  on  wings  of  wind. 

18  He  placed  darknefs  around  him,  for  his  covert  j  12 

“  His  pavilion  was coHe&ed  waters,  condenfed  clouds. 

“  From  the  fplendourof  his  prefence  “J*  the  clouds  were  difpelied:  j  13 
88  ||  Enkindled  were  flakes  of  fire.  | 

u  From  the  heavens  the  Lord  thundered  3  H 


VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  3.  U  wanting  in  p,  p,  Ptaim  ift,  V.  4.  y  A  conjectural  reading  from  the  interchange  of  two  very 
Cmilar  letters.  The  reading  of  the  prefent  text  has  been  varioafly  rendered.  The  moft  analogous 
transition  is:  PraS/utg,  I  invoked  the  Losi ),  &c.  See  c.  a. — V.  5.  jj  ah  cords,  See  c.  eu— V.  8.  ||  So  byr. 
ARAB.  VULG,  and  2  MSS.  with  P.  p.  Pf.  18.  7.  The  rest,  heavens. — V.  1 l.  fi  al.  appeared,— V.  13.  t  Ap¬ 
plied  from  p.  p.  Pf.  18.  1 2.  lb.  |  So  the  text,  with  sep.  ch  ald-  yulg.  But  p.  p.  with  syr.  and  arab- 
have  into  hail  and flakes  of  fir*.  L  e.  The  clouds  were  turned  into  hail  and  thunder.  And  perhaps  this  is 

the  better  reading.  *  See  c*  R. 

EXPLANATORY  H  0T8  8. 

Ch-Xxli.  ver,  |.  My  cafiU.  The  word  is commonly  pen-  V.  4.  The  UUowi  ef  death-,  hcc.  ThU  n  as  ftrong  a 
dered  rock  j  but  it  a  not  the  fame  word  which  is  fo  ren-  metaphorical  defcription  of  deep  diftrefs,  as  ever  was  da- 
dared  in  ver.  a.  fa  the  Samaritan  dialed  it  iWntx  ‘-/’Jj-frj  ii  oca  ted.  See  c.  a. 

md  the  radix  leads  to  that  fignifkation.  For  the  lake  of  V.8.  The  earth.... trembled,  &c.  The  fuppofed  approach 
diferiminatioo  I  might  have  rendered  it  crag;  but  I  believe  of  the  Divinity  ia  here  Minted  in  glowing  colours,  aecord- 
trns  word  is  becoming  obfofete.  See  c,  n.  ing  to  orieirtal  ideas.  Comp.  Judges  5.  4. 
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**  The  Most  High  uttered  his  voice ; 

15  **  ||  His  lhafts  he  foot,  and  fcattered ; 

“  His  lightnings  he  multiplied,  and  difperfed.  | 

16  “Of  the  J  fea  were  feen  the  channels, 

“  JDifcovered  were  the  foundations  of  the  globe, 

4*  ||  At  thy  rebuke,  O  Lord  ! 

“  At  thy  blaft-breathing  anger.  | 

17  From  above  he  ftretched  forth  his  hand, ,  and  took  me  up ; 

44  He  drew  me  out  of  many  waters, 

18  44  From. my  powerful  foes  he  refcued  me ; 

44  From  thofe  who,  becaufe  ftronger,  contemned  me  i 

19  44  In  the  day  of  my  diftreis,  they  furprifed  me ; 

44  But  the  Lord  was  my  leaning-ftaff 

ao  44  He  brought  me  out  into  a  wider  fpace : 

14  He  refcued  me  becaufe  he  was  pleafed  with  me. 

21  u  The  Lord  requited  me,  according  to  mine  innocence; 

44  According  to  the  cleannefs  of  my  hands,  he  repaid  me  ; 

22  44  For  the  ways  of  the  Lord  I  had  kept ; 

“  From  my  God  I  had  never  impioufly  rebelled. 

23  44  For  all  his  decrees  were  before  me, 

24  44  And  his  ftatutes  I  never  rejected. 

44  With  him  I  was  fincere ;  and  guarded  myfelf  from  iniquity. 

25  44  Hence,  the  Lord  hath  repaid  me  according  to  mine  innocence ; 

44  According  to  jj  the  cleanoefe  of  .mine  hands  |  in  his  fight. 

26  44  To  the  godly  man,  thou  foe  weft  thyfelf  good  ; 

44  With  the  fincere,  thou  dealeft  fmcerely  ; 

27  44  With  the  pure,  thou  art  alfo  pure ; 

But  with  the  ftubborn,  thou  too  art  ftubborn. 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  1  $.  jj  This  ia  the  reading  of  syr.  ARAB.  and  p.  p.  PH  18.  14.  The  rest  have,  Shafts  he  jhtf  and fostered 
them,  lightning  and  dijper fed  them.  See  c.  R.  and  the  explanatory  note. — V .  16.  ||  al.  waters.  See  c.  R. 
lb.  0  So  byr.  arab.  and  f.  p.  Pf.  18.  15.  Ihe  rest,  at  the  rebuke  of  the  Lord,  at  his  &c.  See  c.  r.— 
V.  25.  jj  So  SEP.  syr.  ARAB.  vulg.  and  p.p.  Pf.  18.  24-  The  REST,  my  Heasmefi. 

EXPLANATORY  IOT1L 

V.  15.  Hu  Jbafts  he  Jboi ,  and  featured.  The  description  V.  19.  My  hardngfaf.  I  know  not  whether  this  word 
of  a  thonderftorm,  which  in  Raleftine  is  exceedingly  tre-  has  yet  been  anglicized;  hut  as  it  expretfes  the  original  bet- 
mendous.  In  the  text,  after  faltered  and  tnufttplied  is  the  ter  than  any  other  term,  1  have  ufed  it;  efpeaally  as  it  can 
word  them  :  but  I  have  omitted  it  in  the  verfioO,  that  it  hardly  be  mifunderftood. 

might  ont  appear  to  the  reader  that  it  related  to  any  thing  V.  27.  Thou  too  art Jhshbont .  This  and  forae  of  the  pre- 
elfe  than  Jbafts  and  lightnings :  aa  indeed  forne  of  the  ancient  ceding  epithets  aferibed  to  God  appear  barih  and  indecorous 
tranflators  feem  to  have  uoderftood  it:  to  the  great  weaken-  in  our  ideas ;  but  in  the  Hebrew  they  mean  nothing  more, 
ing  of  the  poetical  imagery.  See  c.  h.  than  that  God  treateth  mortals  according  to  their  merit  or 

V.  16.  Al  thy  blaf  -area thing  anger.  Lit.  At  the  blajl  of  demerit  in  his  light.  In  this  and  fimilar  pailagcs  it  is  very 
tie  •wind  of  thy  nofe.  But  the  wind  or  breath  of  the  nofc  difficult  to  find  in  modem  languages  proper  terms  to  express 
denotes  ire  and  indignation.  the  original. 

V.  17.  Many  •waters,  i.  e.  Great  tribulation.  We  lay 
“  a  fea  of  trouble,  of  forrow/*  &c. 

U  a 
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*4  People 
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44  People  that  are  humble,  thou  faveft ;  28 

44  But  the  haughty,  thou  humbleft  with  difdaia, 

44  *Tis  thou,  O  Lord  !  who  ||  lighteft  my  lamp?  29 

14  The  Lord,  f  my  God,  |  enlighteneth  my  darknefs, 

44  Enlightened  by  thee,  I  can  run  over  j|  fences ;  3° 

44  Through  my  God,  I  can  leap  over  walls  ; — 

44  A  God,  whofe  conduct  is  irreprehenfible4  31 

“  Fire-tried  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  ; 

14  He  is  a  fhield  to  all  who  truft  in  him. 

44  Who,  indeed,  is  a  God,  belide  the  Lord!  3 z 

44  Who  is  a  firm  rock,  befide  our  God  ? 

4t  The  God,  who  j|  girdeth  me  |  with  ftrength,  33 


44  And  enableth  me  to  inarch  without  impediment: 
44  Who  maketh  my  feet  equal  to  thofe  of  hinds, 

44  And,  on  high  places,  enableth  me  to  ftand  firm : 


44  Who  traineth  my  hands  to  war  5  35 

44  And  ||  maketh  my  arms  like  a  bow  of  brafs,  j 

44  With  thy  Giving  flaield  thou  covereft  me  j  36 

44  f  Thy  right  hand  is  my  fupport ;  | 

44  J  Thine  indulgent  bounty  |  maketh  me  great* 

44  An  ample  fpace  thou  makeft  for*  my  fteps,  37 

**  That  mine  ancles  may  not  dagger, 

44  I  pursue  mine  enemies,  and  overtake  them;  38 

44 1  turn  not,  until  they  be  completely  routed, 

44 1  maul  them  fo,  that  they  cannot  rife  :  39 

**  They  fall  down  beneath  my  feet. 

44  For  thou  girdeft  me  with  ftrength  for  the  battle  4  40 

44  To  me  thou  makeft  mine  adverfhries  bend, 

w  The  necks  of  my  foes  thou  giveft  me  to  tread  on:  4* 

44  That  mine  enemies  I  may  utterly  deftroy. 


VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  29.  !|  So  syr.  arab.  with  la  mss*  and  p.  p.  Pf.  18.  28.  The  rest,  art.  lb.  f  syR.arab.  and  i  ms.  witll 
f.  p.  Pf.  18.  28, — V.  30.  |  I  have  followed  a  conjectural  emendation.  The  prefent  reading  denotes  hordes 
op  troops..  But  the  parallelifin  is  thereby  loft  \  and  the  change  was  eafy.  See  c.  R. — V.  33.  ||  So  str.  abac, 
volg.  and  f.  F.Pf.  18.  32.  The  text  of  Sam.  is  corrupted.  See  c.  r,— V.  35.  |[  So  syr,  arad.  vulg. 
The  text  both  here  and  in  PC  18.  has  a  reading  which  to  me  is  unhrteHigibte  j  but  which  Tran  Ha  tors 
ufually  render  :  fo  that  a  bow  <f  brafs  is  broken  by  min*  arms.  See  c.  R.— V.  36.  |  sviu  arab.  and  p.  p.  Pfalm 
8.  35.  Ih.  |[  The  word  in  the  text  has  been  rendered  gentlenefty  cerreffutt,  afftiRion.  I  think  it  can  figeify 
none  of  thefe :  but  whether  a  better  Tendering  than  mine  may  not  yet  be  found,  I  am  In  doubt.  See  c.  r. 

BXFLANATORY  HOTS, 

■V.  a8.  Birf  the  haughty.  See.  There  is  a  little  ■variety  in  meaning,  winch  I  bare  fully  though  not  literally  exp  re  {Teil, 
Bib  texts  of  Sam.  and  Halms:  but  both  hare  the  fame  See  c.  a. 
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41  44  T  hey  ||  cry  for  help ;  but  there  is  none  to  fave : 

M  To  the  Lord  they  cry,  but  he  anfwereth  not. 

43  n  So  I  bruife  them  as  fmall  as  the  duft  |  of  the  earth :  | 

“  Like  the  dirt  of  the  lanes  I  ftamp  them  *  down. 

44  “  Thou  delivered  me  |j  from  thofe  who  contend  with  me  ;  | 

«  And  placed  me  at  the  head  of  nations. 

w  A  people,  whom  I  knew  not,  are  become  my  fubje&s : 

45  “  As  foon  as  they  hear  ray  mandates ,  they  obey  me. 

46  u  Foreign  nations  yield  to  me  a  feigned  fuhmiffion  : 

“  Foreign  nations  fturink  with  fear, 

**  And  tremble  from  their  faftneifes. 

47  u  Live  the  Lord !  and  bleiled  be  my  Rock  1 
u  Exalted  be  the  Goi>  who  frveth  me  ! 

48  «  The  God,  who  avengeth  my  caufe; 
u  Who  fubdueth  nations  under  me; 

49  u  Who  refcueth  me  from  mine  enemies. 

“  Thou  haft  raifed  me  above  mine  opponents ; 

“  From  the  man  of  violence  thou  haft  delivered  me : 

50  44  Thee,  therefore,  O  Lord,  will  I  praife ;  among  the  nations. 

**  To  thy  name  will  I  pfrlmodiza, 

5*  “  0  thou ,  the  great  frfeguard  of  thy  king ; 

44  And  favourer  of  thine  anointed — 

“  Of  David,  and  of  his  feed,  for  ages  to  come  1” 

1  The  following,  alfo,  though  pofterior,  are  the  words  of  David. 
“  Thus  frith  David,  the  fon  of  Ifluu ; 

“  Saiththe  man,  who  was  exalted  to  be 
44  The  anointed  of  the  God  of  Jacob : 

M  Who  harmonized  the  pfalmody  of  Ifrael. 

2  “The  fpirit  of  the  Lord  fpeaketh  by  me, 

*  And  his  word  is  on  my  tongue. 


VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  41.  I  aL  Imh  Sec  c.  R. — V.  43.  B  al.  before  the  mind,  See  c.  R  lb .  Stand  crumble .  Prefent  text,  but 
wanting  in  bbp.  STR.  ajub.  and  p.  p.  Pf.  18.  41. — V.  44.3  al.  from  the  cvnteniians  if  my  people,  I  have  fol¬ 
lowed  the  prefent  text:  but  not  the  Maforetical  pun&uation.  For  thefe  and  Game  other  fmall  variety 

of  reading,  fee  c.  R* 


IIPLJLN  ATO  ET  NOTES. 


V,  4 6.  I  have  followed  the  order  in  the  Pfalter.  In  the 
Tell  of  Samuel,  the  fecund  line  of  this  verfc  precedes  the 
''rft;  and  makes  a  part  of  vex.  45.  See  c.  R. 

Ib.  Foreign  nations.  Thofe  even  who  were  not  entirely 
.  oiKi  msrel  by  David,  but  dreaded  his  power. 

Ch,  xxiti.  ver.  1.  The  foUcwing,  Ike.  The  common  ren¬ 


dering  is:  Theft  too  are  the  left  words  of  David.  But  that 
I  think  cannot  be  the  meaning.  They  feem  a  fupplemertt 
to  the  Coregoing  fung,  com  poled  fane  time  after.  Sec  c.  a. 

IK  Wl w  harmonized  the  pfalmody  f  Ifrael.  Comp.  ch. 
1.  t8.  aod  uChrou. 
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u  To  me,  the  God  of  Ifrael  hath  faid,  3 

**  The  Rock  of  Ifrael  hath  promifed  5 
“  A  juft  ruler  over  mankind ; 

M  Who  will  rule  in  the  fear  of  God, 

**  Not  like  the  grafs  of  the  earth,  (which,  4 

“  When  the  morning  fun  rifeth  clear  and  clondlefs, 

“  Gliftereth  from  the  previous  rain) 

u  Shall  be  my  houfe  before  God,  5 

“  For  with  me  he  hath  made  a  perpetual  covenant, 

M  In  every  point  regular,  and  fure, 

“  For  every  fort  of  welfare  is  mine ; 

“  And  mine  every  wifh  he  hath  accomplifhed. 

M  Whereas  lawlefs  men,  all  of  them,  6 

M  Are  like  briars,  to  be  thruft  out, 

“  (For  with  the  hand  they  may  not  be  taken, 

“  But  the  man,  who  would  meddle  with  them,  7 

M  Muft  be  provided  with  an  axe  and  fpear-ftiaft) 

“  And  to  be  burned,  bn  the  fpot,  with  fire." 


EIPUHATOIV  M  OT  BE. 


Cb.  xzUi.  v.  4.  Net  B b  tie  graft,  See.  There  La  great  fore  hi*  meridian  raja ;  but  not  £>  the  houfe  of  David,  &c, 
beauty  m  this  rnetaphor.— That  graft,  which  from  the  dewn  See  c,  i. 

and  fliowera  of  the  night  appears  tb  giofly  and  giiftering,  V.  6,  The  parenthdis  muft  be  read  as  fnch  5  and  the 
at  the  rifing  of  the  fun,  Hull  toon  decay  and  wither  be-  laft  line  joined  to  the  fecond> 


END  OP  THE  SECOND  BOOK  OP  SAMOEL. 


THE  FIRST  BOOK  OF 


KINGS, 

OTHERWISE  CALLED 

THE  THIRD  BOOK .  OF  KINGS * 


Age.  I  KINGS.  I.  Mamaitt  Patty. 

§  i.  Adrna&s  Attempt  to  be  King  frujlrated%  and  Solomon  anointed. 

i  TT\AVID  was  now  old,  and  fo  far  advanced  in  days,  that,  although  they  co- 

*  BJ  vered  him  up  in  ^-clothes,  he  got  no  warmth.  His  fervante,  therefore, 

faid  to  him ;  “  Let  a  young  woman,  a  virgin,  be  fought  out  for  my-lord  kingj  and 
M  let  her  wait  upon  him,  and  nurfe  him,  and  lie  in  his  bofom ;  that  my-lord  king 

3  ”  may  get  warmth.”  So  they  fought  for  a  beautiful  young  woman,  and  found 

4  Abifhag,  a  Shunamite ;  whom  they  brought  to  the  king.  She  was  a  mod  beau¬ 

tiful  young  woman ;  and  nurfed  the  king,  and  waited  on  him :  but  the  king  had 
no  carnal  commerce  with  her. 

5  Meanwhile,  Adoniah,  the  fon  of  Hagith,  was  elated  with  the  thought  of 
being  king ;  and  had  prepared  for  himfelf  chariots  and  horfemen,  and  fifty  per- 

6  fon s  to  run  before  him.  From  his  eariieft  days,  his  father  had  never  grieved 
him,  by  faying :  u  Why  doft  thou  fo  He  was,  moreover,  a  very  handfome 

7  man ;  and,  by  birth,  the  next  to  Ahfhalom.  HU  defigns  were  communicated  to 

8  Joab  Ben-Zeruia,  and  to  the  prieft  Abiathar  j  who  fided  with  him.  But  the  prieft 
Zadok,  and  Benaiah  Ben-Jeoiadah,  and  the  prophet  Nathan,  with  ||  Shimei  and 
his  companions,  David’s  worthies,  were  not  of  Adoniah’ s  party. 

9  An  ON  i  ah,  then,  having  flaughtered  Cheep,  and  oxen,  and  buffalos,  at  the 

VARIOUS  READING. 

CH.  I.  ver,  8.  fl  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  primitive  reading  was  Shamab  the  Dame  mentioned  a  Sara. 
33.  11.  who,  Eleazar  being  perhaps  dead,  might  be  now  at  the  head  of  David's  worthies*  As  for  Rei, 
which  in  almoft  all  the  verfions  Hands  after  Bhhaa  as  a  proper  name,  he  is  no  where  elfe  mentioned.  I 
hare  therefore,  changing  only  the  points,  and  transferring  a  letter,  tranflateil  appeUatively,  with  sep. 
compe*  which  I  think  has  given  the  true  rendering. 

ElfLAKAtOlV  KOTBi. 

Cb,  i.  ver.  a.  llh  fervaaU.  His  phyfician%  fays  Jo(c-  V.  3.  A  Sbuoaaitt.  From  S&unem,  a  city  in  the  tribe 

phns.  of  Iflach&r*  See  Joflh.  ip.  18. 
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T}eftgm  tf  Admtabf 


»  {lone  of  Zoheleth,  by  En-rogel ;  invited  thither  all  his  brothers,  the  king’s 
ions,  and  all  the  chiefs  of  Judah,  the  king’s  vaiTals:  but  the  prophet  Nathan,  io 
Benaiah  J  Ben-Jeciadah  |  and  the  other  worthies,  and  his  brother  Solomon,  he  in¬ 
vited  not. — On  this,  Nathan  fpoke  to  Bathfheba,  Solomon’s  mother,  faying :  “  Haft  n 
44  thou  not  heard  that  Adoniah,  the  fon  of  Hagith,  ia  king  2  and  that  our  lord, 

44  David,  knoweth  it  not  ?  Come  now,  therefore,  let  me,  I  pray  thee,  give  thee  12 
44  counfel ;  that  thou  mayeft  fave  thine  own  life,  amd  the  life  of  thy  ion  Solomon. 

“  Go  in,  immediately,  to  king  David,  and  fay  to  him  :  4  Didft  not  thou,  my-lord  13 
w  king,  fwear  to  thine  hand-maid,  faying:  Thy  fon  Solomon  {hall  aftiiredly  be  king 
“after  me,  and  fhall  lit  upon  my  throne?  Why,  then,  is  Adoniah  king?’  Lo,  14 
u  while  there  thou  {halt  be  ftill  talking  with  the  king,  I  too  will  come  in  after  thee, 

“  and  confirm  thy  words.”—  Bath{heba,  then,  went  into  the  bed-chamber  unto  the  15 
king.  Now  the  king  was  very  old,  and  Abifhag,  the  Shunamite,  was  miniftering 
to  him.  When  Bathfheba  had  bowed,  •  and  made  obeifance  to  the  king,  the  king  16 
faid  f  to  hex :  |  44  What  wouldeft  thou  2”  She  laid  to  him :  “  My-lord  f  king  1  Thou  17 
w  fworeft  to  thine  hand-maid,  by  the  Loud,  thy  God,  f  faying :  *  Thy  fon  So- 
44  lomon  lhall  afliiredly  be  king  after  me,  and  fhall  lit  upon  my  throne  ;*  yet,  lo  i  i& 
44  Adoniah  is  now  king ;  although  thou,  my-lord  king,  knoweft  it  not.  For  he  19, 
44  hath  flaughtered  oxen,  and  buffalos,  and  fbeep  in  abundance  ;  and  hath  invited  all 
44  the  king’s  fons,  and  the  prieft  'Abiathar,  and  Joab  the  chief  captain  of  the  hoft ; 

H  but  thy  fervant  Solomon  he  invited  not.  And  now,  my-lord  king!  the  eyes  of  ao 
“  all  the  Israelites  are  fixed  on  thee  ;  that  thou  wouldeft  tell  them,  who  is  to  lit  upon 
“  the  throne  of  my-lord  king,  after  him.  Otherwife,  as  foon  as  my-loTd  king  ai 
44  fhall  fteep  with  his  forefathers,  I  and  my  Ion  Solomon  {hall  be  deemed  obnoxious 
44  perfbns.**  She  was  yet  talking  thus  with  the  king,  when  the  prophet  Nathan  ar-  u 
rived.  And  they  told  the  king,  faying :  44  Lo  l  the  prophet  Nathan  //  here”  And  23 
Nathan,  being  come  into  the  king’s  prefence,  bowed  himfelf  to  the  ground,  and 
faid :  44  Haft  thou,  my-lord  king !  faid  ^  *  Adoniah  lhall  be  king  after  me,  and  24 
44  fhall  fit  upon  my  throne  V  For,  this  day,  he  went  down  to  En-rogef,  and  hath  25 
44  flaughtered  oxen,  and  buffalos,  and  £heep  in  abundance;  and  hath  invited  all  the 
44  king’s  fons,  and  the  captain*  of  the  hoft,  and  the  prieft  Abiathar ;  and  lo !  they 
44  are  eating  and  drinking  in  his  prefence,  and  faying :  4  Long  live  the  king, 

44  Adoniah  !*  But  me*  thy  fervant,  and  the  prieft  Zadok,  and  Benaiah  Ben-  36 
**  Jeoiadah,  and  thy  fervant  Solomon  *  he  invited  not.  Is  this  thing  done  by  my-  27 
“  lord  king?  and  haft  thou  never  told  thy  |[  fervant,  who  Ihould  fit  upon  the 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  9.  *  grtaty  mu  ARAB.— V.  IO.  f  SYR.  arab.  and  4  MB)*- — V.  16.  *  to  the  ground,  i  V9>  lb.  f  str.  arab. 
vulg.  and  29  mss.— V.  17.  +  Some  copies  of  sbf.  str,  and  22  mss.  lb,  f  SEP.  Arab,  and  1  ms.— 
V*  26,  *  Hu  brother,  i  ms.— V.  27.  j[  a LfcnxwU,  See  c.  R. 
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orders  Solomon  to 
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It  pndmmed  King,  tfc. 


28  44  throne  of  my-lord  king,  after  him  ?”~~King  David  interrupted  him*  and  faid  : 
“  Call  to  me  Bathfheba.” — So  fhe  came  into  the  king’s  prefence,*  a^d  ftood  before 

29  the  king.  The  king  then  fwore,  and  faid :  44  As  the  Lord  livcth,  who;  hath 

30  “  refcued  me  out  of  every  diftrefs ;  even  fo,  as  I  before  fwore  to  thee,  by  the 
44  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  faying :  4  Afluredly,  thy  fon  Solomon  fhall  be  king 
“  after  me,  and  fhall  fit  upon  my  throne,  in  my  ftead  {  even  fo  will  I  certainly 

31  44  do  this  day.*’  Bathfheba  bowed  herfelf  to  the  ground,  and  made  obeifance  to  the 
king,  and  faid :  44  Long  live  my-lord,  king  David  1” 

32  King  David  then  faid :  44  Call  to  me  the  prieft:  Zadok,  the  prophet  Nathan,  and 
“  Benaiah  Ben-Jeoiadah.”  When  thefe  were  come  into  the  king’s  prefence, 

33  the  king  faid  to  them ;  44  Take  with  yon  the  fervants  of  your  lord,  and  make  my 

34  44  fon  Solomon  ride  upon  mine  own  mule,  and  take  him  down  to  Gihon :  and, 
44  there,  let  the  prieft  Zadok  and  the  prophet  Nathan  anoint  him  king  over  Ifrael : 

35  “  and  blow  ye  the  trumpet,  and  fay :  4  Long  live  king  Solomon  !’  Ye  fhall  then 
4t  come  up  hither  with  him,  that  he  may  come  and  fit  upon  my  throne  *.  for  he 
44  fhall  be  king,  in  my  ftead  ;  and  turn  I  appoint  to  be  ruler  over  Ifrael  and  over 

36  44  Judah.” — Benaiah  Ben-Jeoiadah  anfwered  the  king,  and  faid :  44  Amen  I  fo  |j  lay 

37  44  the  Lord,  the  God  of  my-lord  king !  As  the  Lord  hath  been  with  my-lord  king, 
44  even  fo  be  he  with  Solomon ;  and  make  his  throne  more  exalted  than  that  of  my- 

38  44  lord,  king  David  !*’ — -So  the  prieft  Zadok,  and  the  prophet  Nathan,  and  Benaiah 
Ben-Jeoiadah  with  the  Cherethites  and  the  Phelethites,  went  down,  and  made 

39  Solomon  ride  on  king  David's  own  mule,  and  took  him  to  Gihon.  And  the  prieft 
Zadok  took,  out  of  the  tabernacle,  an  horn  of  oil,  and  anointed  Solomon.  The 
trumpet  was  then  Mown ;  and  all  the  people  laid  :  44  Long  live  king  Solomon  1” 

40  And  all  the  people  came  back  with  him,  playing  on  flutes,  and  making  fuch  loud 
rejoicings,  that  the  earth  was  rent  with  their  found, 

41  This  was  heard  by  Adoniah  and  all  the  guefts  who  were  with  him,  juft  aa 
they  were  finiihing  their  repaft.  When  Joab  heard  the  found  of  the  trumpet,  he 

42  faid  :  44  Why  fuch  noife  and  tumult  in  the  city  ?”  He  was  yet  fpeaking,  when, 
lo  1  Jonathan,  the  fon  of  the  prieft  Abiathar,  arrived  t  to  whom  Adoniah  faid : 

43  44  Come  in ;  for  thou  art  a  worthy  mao,  and  bringeft  good  tidings,’*  Jonathan 

VARIOUS  READING. 

V.  36.  fl  do,  syr.  arab.  and  3  mss.  Ferhaps  aifo  sep,  Sec  c.  R. 

SIPIAKATOHY  S  O  T  E  3. 

V.  33.  Take  tv'tth  you  the /truants  of  your  Lord }  i,  e,  the  V.  $6.  Amen!  &c.  t  have  retained  the  Hebrew  word, 

Cherethitesand  Phelethites,  whowere  theking’s  own  guards,  as  being  familiar  to  an  Englilb  ear.  Every  one  knows. 

Sec  ver.  38.  and  comp,  a  Sam.  8.  18.  and  23.  23.  that  its  meaning  is  So  he  Uf 

lb.  Gihon.  Jcfepbus  Jays  it  was  a  fountain  without  lb.  So  fayt  See.  i.  e.  iVI ay  the  Lord  ratify  and  confirm 

the  city.  The  Syr.  Arab,  and  Chald.tranflaturs  make  it  the  all  this ! 

fame  with  Siloa.  See  c,  a.  and  comp,  a  Chron,  32.  30. 
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DovuTt  laft  Charge 


Adoru&h  auuTiriwallj  parduted. 
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acfwered,  and  faid  to  Adoniah :  “  Nay  ;  our  lord,  king  David,  hath  made  Solo- 
M  mon  king.  With  him  the  king  fent  the  prieft  Zadok,  and  the  prophet  Nathan, 
“  and  Beoaiah  Ben-Jeoladah  with  the  Gherethites  and  the  Phelethites ;  and  they 
“  made  him  ride  upon  king  David’s  own  mule ;  and  the  prieft  Zadot  and  the  pro- 
“  phet  Nathan  anointed  him  king,  at  Gihon  ;  and  thence  they  are  come  up  rejoic- 
“  ing,  fo  that  the  city  rings  again  :  this  is  the  noife  that  ye  hear.  Moreover,  Solomon 
“  litteth  on  the  royal  throne;  and  when  the  king's  fervants  came  to  blefs  our  lord, 
“king  David,  they  faid:  4  God  make  the  name  of  Solomon  greater  than  thine 
44  own  name ;  and  his  throne  more  exalted  than  thy  throne  f  And  the  king 
“  bowed  himfelf,  upon  the  bed, — Thus,  alfo,  laid  the  king :  *  Blefled  be  the 
“Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  who  hath,  this  day  (mine  own  eyes  feeing  it),  given 
“  me  a  fuccejfor  to  fit  upon  my  throne  !*  ” — 

All  the  guefts,k  who  were  with  Adoniah,  were  now  terrified,  and  arofe,  and 
went,  every  man  his  own  way.  Adoniah,  dreading  Solomon,  alfo  arofe ;  and 
went,  and  laid  hold  on  the  horns  of  the  altar.  And  fome  one  told  Solomon,  fay¬ 
ing  :  “Lot  Adoniah  dreadeth  king  Solomon ;  for,  lo  !  he  hath  laid  hold  on  the 
“  horns  of  the  altar,  faying :  4  Let  king  Solomon,  this  day,  fwear  to  me,  that  he 
“  will  not  flay  his  fervant  with  the  fword/— Solomon  laid :  “  If  he  will  £hew  him- 
“  felf  a  worthy  man,  not  an  hair  of  j|  his  head  fliall  fell  to  the  ground ;  but  if  wick- 
“  ednefs  be  found  in  him,  he  fhall  die.”— Solomon  then  fent  mejmgersf  who 
brought  him  down  from  the  altar ;  and  he  came  and  bowed  himfelf  to  king  Solo¬ 
mon  :  and  Solomon  faid  to  him ;  “  Go  to  thine  own  houfe.” 


§  2.  David1  s  laft  Charge  to  Solomon — and  bts  Death, 

THE  day  of  David’s  death  was  now  approaching ;  when  he  thus  charged  his  fon 
Solomon :  “  I  am  going  (faid  he)  the  way  of  all  the  world ;  fo,  be  thou  valiant, 
“  and  Ihew  thyfelf  a  man.  Thou  flialt  keep  the  charge  of  the  Lord,  thy  God  ; 
14  fo  as  to  walk  in  his  ways  ;  to  obferve  his  ftatutes,  his  commandments,  his  de- 
“  crees  and  his  covenants ;  that,  as  it  is  written  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  thou  mayeft 
44  prolper  in  all  that  thou  doeft,  and  whitherfoever  thou  turneft  thyfelf.  That  the 
“  Lord  may  confirm  his  promife  which  he  made  concerning  me,  faying :  4  If  thy 
44  Tons  take  heed  to  their  way,  fo  as  honeftly  to  walk  before  me,  with  all  their  heart 
“  and  with  all  their  Ibul ;  fome  one  of  thy  pofteiity  fliall  never  fail  to  be  on  the 
u  throne  of  IfiraeL*  ” 
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V.  52.I  So  cHAin*  str.  arab.  and  i  ms.  The  rest,  him.  See  c,  r. 

IIPUKAmi  ROTE, 

V.  47.  Ta  hiejf  cur hrdt  i,  *,  to  wifii  him  joy;  to  congratulate  him. 
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0/  Solowtofj  RAgiu 


5  44  Moreover,  thyfelf  knoweth,  how  Joab  Ben-Zeruk  hath  ufed  me;  what 
**  he  did  to  two  chiefs  of  the  hofts  of  Ifrael ;  to  Abner  Ben-Ner,  and  to  Amafah 
44  Ben-J  ether :  both  whom  he  flew ;  and,  in  pea.ce,  fbed  the  blood  of  war  ? 
44  With  the  blood  of  war  he  ftained  the  girdle  about  his  loins,  and  the  flxoes  on  his 

6  44  feet !  Thou  fhalt,  therefore,  a €t  according  to  thy  wifdom,  and  {halt,  not  let  his 

7  44  hoar  head  go,  in  peace,  down  to  the  grave* — But  fhew  kindnefc  to  the  fong  of 
“  Barzilai  the  Gileadite  ;  and  let  them  be  of  thofe  who  eat  at  thine  own  table :  for 

8  “  fo  they  fupported  me  when  I  fled  from  before  thy  brother  Abflialom.— Thou 
“  haft,  alfo,  with  thee  Shimei  Ben-Gerah,  a  Benjaminite  of  Bahurim,  who 
44  grlevoufly  reviled  me,  on  the  day  I  was  going  to  Mahanaim  t  but,  as  ht 
44  came  down  to  meet  me  at  the  Jordan,  I  fwore  to  him  by  the  Lord,  faying ; 

9  “‘I  will  not  put  thee  to  death  by  the  fword  but  now,  thou,  who  ait  a  wife  man, 
44  and  knoweft  what  ought  to  be  done  to  him,  wilt  not  acquit  him,  but  wilt  in 
44  blood  bring  his  hoar  head  down  to  the  grave*” 

So  David  flept  with  his  forefathers,  and  was  buried  in  the  city  of  David,  Now 
the  days,  that  David  reigned  over  Ifrael,  were  forty  years :  feven  years  he  reigned 
in  Hebron  ;  and  thirty-three  years  he  reigned  in  Jerufalem. 

§  3*  T/k  firji  Aft s  of  Solomon's  Rtign. 

n  WHEN  Solomon  fat  upon  the  throne  of  his  father  David,  and  his  kingfhip  was 

13  fomly  eftablifhed  ;  Adoniah  Ben-Hagith  went  to  Bathfheba,  Solomon  s  mother  ; 

14  who  faid  :  44  Comeft  thou  peaceably  ?”  He  anfwered ;  “  Peaceably ;  1  would 

15  “  (faid  he)  fpeak  a  word  to  thee.”  “  Speak,”  faid  fhe.  “  Thou  knoweft,”  faid 
he,  44  that  the  kingfhip  was  mine ;  and  all  the  Ifraelites  regarded  me  as  their 
44  future  king :  the  kingfhip,  however,  is  turned  another  way,  and  is  my 

16  41  brother’s ;  becaufe  by  the  Lord’s  appointment  it  was  his*  Let  me  now  afk  of 

17  44  thee  one  requeft ;  reject  me  not.”  She  faid  to  him  :  “Speak  out”  44 1  pray 
**  thee,”  faid  he,  w  fpeak  to  king  Solomon  (for  thee  he  will  not  reject),  that  he 

18  41  may  give  me,  for  a  wife,  Abifhag  the  Shu na mite,”  Bathfheba  anfwered  : 

19  44  Well,  I  will  fpeak  for  thee  to  the  king.” — Bathfheba  then  went  to  king  Solo¬ 
mon,  to  fpeak  for  Adoniah  1  and  the  king  rofe  up  to  meet  her,  and  bowed  to 
her.  He  then  fat  down  upon  his  throne,  and  caufed  a  throne  to  be  placed  for 

20  the  king’s  mother  ;  and  fhe  was  feated  on  his  right  hand.  She  then  faid  :  14  One 
tl  fin  all  requeft  I  crave  of  thee :  reject  me  not.”  The  king  faid  to  her :  44  Afk, 
“  my  mother ;  for  I  will  not  rejedfc  thee.”  w  Then  let  Abifhag  the  Shunamite,” 

ElPtAHAIOBI  NOTE. 

Ch.  ii.  ver.  17.  Speak  to  tie  king,  &c.  This  was  a  moll  that  deafer.  Hence  Solomon’s  pofttive  denial  of  the  re- 

imprudent  fep  m  Adoniah.  The  whole  haram  of  an  eafera  quell,  though  prelented  by  the  queen  mother.  Befidcs,  the 

king  was  a  part  of  the  regal  fucccihorr.  It  was  treafon  for  ting  himfelf  might  be  in  love  with  Abifliag:  nay,  I  am 

a  fubje£t  to  claim  any  wife  or  virgin,  who  had  been  once  in  perfuaded  that  fhe  is  the  Sbthmiie  of  his  fong. 
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faid  /he,  ,£  be  given  for  a  wife  to  thy  brother  Adoniah.”  But  king  Solomon  an-  as 
fwered,  and  faid  to  his  mother;  w  And  why  afkeft  xhoxionly  Abilhag  the  Shunamite 
“  for  Adoniah  ?  Afk  alfothe  kingfhip  for  him  ^  feeing  he  is  mine  elder  brother),  for 
w  him,  I  Jay y  and  for  the  prieft  Abiathar,  and  for  Joab  Ben-Zeruia.”  King  Solomon,  23 
then,  fwore  by  the  Lord,  faying  ;  “  May  God  do  fo  and  fo  to  me,  and  more 
“  befides,  if  Adoniah  have  not  uttered  this  propofal  againft  his  own  life  !  Nay,  24 
“  as  the  Lord  liveth,  the  Lord,  who  bath  eftablifhed  me,  and  placed  me  on  the 
u  throne  of  my  father  David,  and  who,  as  he  promifed,  hath  given  me  progeny, 

“  Adoniah  fhall,  this  day,  die,” — King  Solomon  gave,  then,  a  commiffion  to  Ben-  25 
aiah  Ben-Jeoiadah  ;  who  fell  upon  Adoniah ,  and  put  him  to  death. 

To  the  prieft  Abiathar  the  king  then  faid  ;  **  Be  gone  to  Anathoth,  unto  thine  26 
“  own  eftate ;  for  although  thou  too  deferveft  to  die,  I  will  not  at  this  time  put 
w  thee  to  death  ;  becaufe,  in  the  days  of  my  father  David,  thou  boreft  the  ark  |  of 
“  the  Lord  j  and  becaufe  in  all  my  father's  diftrefies  thou  hadft  thy  fhare  of  dif- 
u  trefs/’—Thus  Solomon  thruft  out  Abiathar  From  being  high  prieft  to  the  Lord  j  27 
to  fulfil  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  had  fpoken  at  Shilo,  concerning  the 
houfe  of  £11. 

When  Joab  heard  of  all  this,  he  fled  unto  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  and  28 
laid  hold  on  the  horns  of  the  altar :  for  Joab  had  lided  with  Adoniah,  ||  although 
he  had  not  fided  with  Abfhalom.  It  was  told  to  king  Solomon,  that  Joab  had  fled  29 
unto  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  and  was  beflde  the  altar.  *  And  |  Solomon  fent 
thither  Benaiah  Ben-Jeoiadah,  faying :  w  Go,  defpatch  him.’*  Benaiah  went  to  30 
the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  and  faid  to  him : 11  Thus  faith  the  king  ; 1  Come  forth/  ” 

**  Nay,”  faid  he :  -f  u  I  will  not  come  forth,  |  hut  here  will  I  die/*  This  Benaiah  re¬ 
ported  to  the  king,  faying :  u  So  faid  Joab,  and  ftich  was  his  anfwer  to  me.”  The  31 
king  then  faid  to  him ;  “  Do  as  he  hath  faid  ;  difpatch  him  there ,  and  bury  him  j 
**  that  thou  may  eft  remove,  from  me  and  from  my  father’s  houfe,  the  innocent 
“  blood  which  Joab  ftied,  The  Lord  will  turn  his  blood  upon  his  own  head  j  3a 
w  ftnee  he  aflaulted  and  flew  two  men  more  righteous  and  better  than  him- 
“  felf ;  whom,  without  the  knowledge  of  my  father  David,  he  flew  with  the 
“  fword;  Abner  Ben-Ner,  chief  of  the  hoft  of  Ifrael,  and  Amafah  Ben-Jether, 
chief  of  the  hoft  of  Judah.  Their  blood  fhall  fall  upon  the  head  of  Joab,  33 
“  and  upon  the  heads  of  his  pofterity,  for  ever ;  but  on  David,  and  on  his 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  II.  v.  26.  (1  of  tht  covenant  of  tbt  Loan.  set.  See  c.  a. — V.  28.  0  and  had  not  Jided  v>itl  Solomon,  sep, 
iyr.  Arab.  vulg.  but  no  heb.  or  chald.  Ms.  Yet  this  reading  is  not  at  all  improbable.  But  fee  c,  a. 
— V<  29,  *  There  is  here  an  addition  in  sep.  which  fee  in  c.  R.  Ib.  [|  king  Solomon^  1  ms.  and  str.  and 
Arab,  have  only  the  king. — V.  30.  f  be?.  $ya.  vulg.  and  1  ms.  See  c.  a. 

tXFUHiTORY  NOTE. 

V.  04.  Given  ou  progeny-,  Ht.  made  to  mg  a  houfe,  A  pure  hebraifm. 

iS<5 


“  pofterity, 


Shimei  eenditimdfy  pardoned*  I  K.  I  N  G  S«  III*  Salomon’s  Ajfmiiy  ernib  Pharaoh, 

"  pofterity,  and  on  tie  houfe,  and  on  his  throne,  there  iball,  for  ever,  be 

34  11  peace  from  the  Loud.'* — Then  Benaiah  Ben-Jeoiadah  went  and  fell  upon 
Joab  and  flew  him ;  and  he  was  burled  at  his  own  houfe  in  the  wildemefe. 

35  — Xn  his  ftead,  over  the  hoft,  the  king  put  Benaiah  Ben-Jeoiadah  :  and,  in  ftead  of 
Abiathar,  the  king  put  the  prieft  Zadok. 

36  *  The  king,  next,  fent  and  called  for  Shimei;  to  whom  he  faid :  “  Build  for 
M  thyfelf  an  houfe  at  Jerufalem,  and  there  dwell  5  nor  thence  go  any  whither  out; 

37  u  for  on  the  day  in  which  thou  (halt  go  out,  and  pafs  over  the  brook  Kidron; 
6t  know  thou  for  certain,  that  thou  {halt  afiuredly  die ;  thy  blood  (hall  be  on  thine 

38  “  own  head."  *  Shimei  faid  to  the  king;  |j  u  Juft  is  the  fentence:  as  tny-lord 
u  king  hath  faid,  |  fo  will  thy  fervant  do.”— So  Shimei  dwelled  in  JeroJalem 

39  ||  many  days ;  |  but,  at  the  end  of  three  years,  it  happened,  that  two-  of  Shimei’s 
fervants  ran  away  unto  Achifli  Ben-Maachah,  king  of  Gath.  And  fome  one  told 

40  Shimei,  laying :  “  Lo !  thy  fervants  are  in  Gath.”  On  this,  Shimei  arofe,  and 

41  faddled  his  afs,  and  went  to  Gath,  unto  Achilh,  to  feek  his  fervants. — -When  it  was 
told  to  Solomon,  that  Shimei  had  gone  from  Jerufalem  to  Gath,  and  ||  had  returned;  j 

42  the  king  fent  and  called  for  Shimei,  and  faid  to  him  ;  “  Did  I  not  adjure  thee  by 
“  the  Lord,  and  proteft  to  thee,  faying  :  1  On  the  day,  in  which  thou  {halt,  J  any 
“  whither,  go  out  abroad  j  |  know  thou  for  certain,  that  thou  fhalt  affuredly  die  :* 
“  jj  and  didft  not  thou  fay  to  me:  ‘  Juft  is  the  fentence  which  I  have  heard  V  | 

43  w  Why  then  haft  thou  not  obferved  that  divine  oath,  and  the  charge  with  which  I 

44  «  charged  thee?**  To  Shimei  the  king,  moreover,  faid:  “  Thou  knoweft  all  the 
“  evil  (of  which  thy  heart  muft  be  confciousj  that  thou  didft  to  my  father  David. 

45  “  Therefore,  the  Lord  returneth  thy  wickednefs  upon  thine  own  head;  while 
“  king  Solomon  ihall  be  blefled ;  and  the  throne  of  David  be,  for  ever,  eftablilhed 

46  u  in  the  prefence  of  the  Lord.*' — The  king  then  gave  orders  to  Benaiah  Ben- 
Jeoiadah  ;  who  went  and  put  him  inftantly  to  death. 

1  Th£  kingfhip  being  thus  confirmed  in  the  hands  of  Solomon,  he  made  affinity 
with  Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt,  and  took ,for  a  wife,  Pharaoh’s  daughter ;  whom  he 
brought  into  the  city  of  David,  until  he  {hould  finiih  the  building  of  his  own  houfe, 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  36.  *  Now  while  David  •was  yet  alive ,  he  had  given  a  charge  to  Solomon,  faying  ;  “  Thau  bajl  alfo  with  thee 
Shimei y  &c.w  as  in  ver.  8,  9  j  and  then  thus  ;  The  king,  therefore,  fent,  &c.  So  sep.  in  which  the  whole 
paflage,  including  ten  ycrfes,is  placed  after  ver.  1.  of  the  next  chapter.  See  C.  R. — V.  37.  *  And  the  king 
made  him  fwear  that  day ,  rep.  but  wanting  in  compl.  See  c.  K. — V.  38.  |j  JuJl,  my-tord  king ,  is  the  fentence 
which  thou  hajl  pronounced,  sxp.  syr.  a  ft.  a  8.  See  c.  R-  lb.  ]|  three  years ,  sep. — V.  41.  (J  had  brought  back 
his  fervants,  $ep.  See  c.  R. — V.  42,  |}  go  out  <f  Jerufalem,  and  pafs  over  the  brook  Kidron ,  syr,  Arab.  See 

c.  R.  Ib.  JJ  wanting  in  sep.  v  at.  and  alp. 

ElftASATORY  KOTI. 

Ch.  Ui.  v.  l.  This  Yerfe,  in  the  Greek  vetfion,  is  at  the  end  of  ch.  iv.  and,  in  general,  the  arrangement  is  different  in 

both  chapters.  See  c.  a- 

157  and 
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and  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  the  wall  of  Jerufalem  around. — f  On  this  occafion, 
Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt,  came  up,  and  took,  and  burned  Qezer,  and  Jubdued  the 
Chanaanites,  that  were  in  Mergab ;  and  gave  thofe  places  to  Solomon,  as  a  dowry 
to  his  daughter,  Solomon’s  wife.— -Solomon  rebuilded  Gezer.  | 

§  4.  Solomon's  Ft/ion  at  Gibeon ,  dec, 

THE  people  ftill  facrificed  on  hillock-altars:  for,  until  thofe  days,  no  houfe  had  z 
been  builded  to  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And,  although  Solomon  loved  the  Lord,  3 
walking  according  to  the  ftatutes  of  his  father  David,  yet  he  fecrificed,  and  burned 
incenfe  on  high-places.- — The  king,  then,  went  to  Gibeon,  to  facrifice  there,  that  4 
being  the  great  high-place ;  and,  on  the  altar  there,  Solomon  offered  a  thoufand 
vi&ims. 

At  Gibeon  the  Lord  appeared  to  Solomon,  in  a  dream  by  night ;  and  God  5 
laid :  **  Aik,  what  I  fhall  give  to  thee.”  Solomon  anfwered ;  “  To  thy  fervant  6 
“  David,  my  father,  thou  fhewedft  great  favour,  according  as  he  walked  before  thee 
w  in  fincerity,  juftice,  and  uprightnefs  of  heart  toward  thee :  this  great  bounty  thou 
41  haft  alfo  referved  for  him ;  thou  haft  given  him  a  fon,  fitting  on  his  throne,  as 
“  at  this  day  he  doth.  Since,  then,  O  Lord,  my  God,  thou  haft  made  thy  fervant  7 
“  king  in  the  ftead  of  my  father  David;  and  as  I  am  a  very  young  man,  and  know 
“  not  how  to  conduit  myfelf;  and  as  thy  fervant  is  in  the  midft  of  thine  own  8 
44  chofen  people ;  a  great  people,  who  for  multitude  can  be  neither  numbered  nor 
w  fupputed ;  give,  therefore,  to  thy  fervant  a  difeerning  mind,  to  do  juftice  to  thy  9 
w  people  ;  that  I  may  difeem  between  right  and  wrong ;  for  how,  elfe,  could  I  do 
“juftice  to  this  thy  fo  great  a  people  The  requeft,  which  Solomon  made,  was  10 
pleafing  to  the  Lord;  and  God  faid  to  him  :  “  3ecaufe  thou  haft  made  this  re-  11 
“  queft,  and  haft  not  alked  for  thyfelf  either  many  days,  or  riches,  or  the  lives  of 
“  thine  enemies;  but  haft  alked  for  thyfelf  difeernment  to  ad minifter  juftice ;  lo !  iz 
**  thine  own  requeft  I  grant  thee ;  I  give  thee  fo  wife  and  difeerning  a  mind,  that 
44  as  thy  like  hath  not  been,  before  thee  5  fo,  after  thee,  thy  like  fhall  not  arife.  I,  13 
4t  moreover,  give  to  thee,  what  thou  haft  not  afked,  both  riches  and  glory ;  fuch 
M  as  none  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  (hall  have  the  like  with  thee,  during  all  thy 
“  days.  And  if  thou  wilt  walk  in  my  ways,  fo  as  to  obferve  my  ftatutes  and  my  14 
w  commandments,  as  thy  father  David  did;  then  will  I  lengthen  thy  days.” — Here  the  15 
dream  ended;  when  Solomon  awoke,  +  and  arofe,|  and  came  to  Jerufalem;  where, 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  m.  y.  I.  +  8EP.  See  c.  r. — V.  15,  f  sep.  See  c.  R. 

filP  lASATOHY  VOTE. 

V.  a.  Tie  people 0ljacn£ctd  on  billoek-altars.  Thefe  were  was  never  ftri&Iy  complied  with.  The  ofcjeft  of  wtrrfliip  was 
either  natural  or  artificial  eminences,  on  which  the  antient  only  changed  :  and  even  after  the  boilding  of  the  temple,  hll- 
inhabitanta  of  the  land  were  wont  to  facrifice  to  their  gods,  lock -altar  worth  ip  was  tolerated  under  good  and  pions  kings. 
Mofc*  had.  ordered  them  to  be  deftroyedj  but  the  injunction  Comp.  ch.  13.  14:  a  1,  43  ;  il  is.  3:  14.  4:  15. 4, 

15.8  ft  an  ding 
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ftanding  f  befidc  the  altar  that  was  |  before  the  ark  of  the  Covenant  of  the  Lord, 
he  offered  up  holocaufts  and  euchariftic  facrifices ;  and  made  a  feaft  *f  for  frlmfelf 
and  |  for  all  his  fervants  #. 

1 6  Ir  war  on  this  occajton  that  two  women  (harlots)  came  to  the  king,  and  ftood 

17  before  him:  when  one  of  the  women  laid;  **  Oh!  my-lord;  I  and  this  woman 

18  “  dwell  in  one  houfe;  and,  in  the  houfe  with  her,  I  bore  a  child :  and,  on  the  third 

day  after  I  had  borne  my  child,  this  woman  happened,  likewife,  to  bear  a  child* 
u  Now  we  were  alone  together;  there  was  no  ftranger  with  us  in  the  houfe;  we 

19  “  two  only  were  in  the  houfe.  In  the  night,  then,  died  the  fon  of  this  woman,  be- 

20  u  caufe  foe  had  overlaid  him :  but  foe  arofe  at  midnight,  when  thine  hand-maid 
41  was  afleep ;  and,  taking  my  ion  from  beftde  me,  laid  him  in  her  own  bofom  ; 

ai  u  and  laid  her  own  dead  fon  in  my  bofom.  When  I  arofe  in  the  morning,  to 
“  fuckle  my  fon,  2o  !  he  was  dead  :  but  when,  at  day-light,  I  examined  him,  lo !  it 

22  <c  was  not  my  fon,  whom  I  had  borne.”  The  other  woman  faid ;  44  Nay,  mine  is 
“  the  living  fon,  thine  is  the  dead  fon.”  “  Not  fo,”  laid  the  former:  44  the  dead  is 

23  u  thy  fon,  and  the  living  is  my  fon.”  Thus  they  debated  before  the  king.  Then 
thus  fpoke  the  king :  j|  11  One  faith :  |  4  This  living  fon  is  mine,  and  the  dead  fon 
w  is  thine while  jj  the  other  faith :  |  ‘  Nay,  thine  is  the  dead  fon,  and  mine  is  the 

24  44  living  fon  :* — bring  (laid  the  king)  a  fword.”  When  they  had  brought  a  fword 

25  before  the  king,  the  king  faid :  w  Divide  the  living  child  in  two ;  and  give  an  half 

26  44  to  one,  and  an  half  to  the  other.”  But  the  woman,  whofe  the  living  child  was, 
yearning  with  maternal  affe&ion  for  her  fon,  addreffed  the  king,  and  faid :  cc  Ah ! 
u  my-lord !  give  her  the  living  child,  and  on  no  account  flay  him/*  The  other 

27  woman  faid  :  u  Let  him  be  neither  mine,  nor  thine  ;  divide  him.” — On  this,  the 
king  anfwered,  and  laid  :  u  To  that  other  give  the  living  child,  and  on  no  account 
44  flay  him:  for  foe  is  his  mother.” 

28  Whjbn  all  the  Ifraelites  heard  of  this  decifion,  which  the  king  had  given,  they 
revered  the  king ;  becaufe  they  faw  that  there  was  in  him  a  divine  wifdom,  to  ad- 
minifterj  office. 

§  j,  Solomon's  principal  Officers.  The  fiowrijhmg  State  of  his  Kingdom ;  and  bis  great 

mjdam. 

1  THUS  king  Solomon  was  king  over  all  Ifrael:  and  his  principal  officers  were 
thefe ; 

VARIOUS  READINGS, 

V.  15.  f  SEP.  See  c.  R.  Ib.  f  SEP.  See  c.  r.  Ib.  •  The  ARAB,  adds,  a  great  entertainment.  And  fo  vexe, 
fee  ms  to  have  alfo  read.  See  c.  R. — V.  23.  |  Thu  jayefij  set.  Ib,  0  than  foyejly  ssp.  The  whole  verfe  19 

wanting  in  byr.  and  arab. 
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Principal  Ojficert  of  State 
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belonging  to  Solomon, 


Azakiah  (fon  of  Zadok  the  prieft),  Elihoreph,  and  Ahiah  (fens  of  j|  Shilhah),  2 


were  the  feribes : 

Jeoshaphat  Ben-Abilud  was  the  recorder:  3 

Benaiah  Ben-Jeoiadah  was  over  the  hoft::  4 

Zadok  and  Abiathar  were  the  A/*gv&*priefts : 

Azariah  Ben-Nathan  was  over  the  prefe£U  of  provinces:  5 

||  Zabu-d  Ben-Nathan  was  the  king’s  own  prieft: 

Ahishar  was  over  the  houfehold ;  and  6 

Adoniram  Ben-Abdah  was  over  the  tribute. 


Solomon  had,  moreover,  twelve  prefects  of  provinces ,  over  all  Ifrael,  who  made  7 
provifion  for  the  king  and  his  houfehold :  each  of  them  had  the  charge  of  making 
provifionfor  one  month  in  the  year.  Thefe  were  their  names :  8 

*  *  *  Ben-Hur  was  prefect  in  Mount- Ephraim. 

*  *  *  Ben-Dekar  in  Makaz,  Shaalbim,  Beth-lhemelh,  Elon  t  and  Beth-hanan,  9 

*  *  »  Ben-Hefed  in  Aruboth :  to  him  alfo  belonged  Socho  and  the  whole  land  10 
of  Hepher. 

*  *  *  Ben-Abinadab  had  the  whole  region  of  Dor.  He,  afterwards ^  married.  So-  n 
lomon’s  daughter  ThapHath. 

Baanah  Beh-Ahilud  had  Thanaach,  Megido,  and  all  Beth-lhean  below  Jezreel  12 
(by  Zarthana),  and  from  Beth-lhean  to  Abel-mehola  and  to  beyond  Jokncam. 

*  *  *  Ben-Geber  was  prtfeft  in  Ramoth- Gilead.  To  him  belonged  the  towns  13 
of  Jair-Ben-MaHaffez,  in  Gilead ;  and  the  region  of  Argob,  in  Balkan  ^  fixty  -great 
cities,  with  walls  and  brazen  ||  bolls, 

Ahinadab  Ben-Ido  had  Malianaim.  14 

Ahimaaz  was  prfefl  in  Naplitbali :  he,  too,  had  for  a  wife  a  daughter  of  So-  15 
loraon,  Balhmath. 

Baanah  Ben^Hulhai  was  prcfsR  in  Alher,  and  in  ||  Baaloth.  16 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  IV.  ver.  2.  g  aL  Sbuflab.—V.  5.  J1  ah  Zacbur.  See  c.  r — V.  9.  t  So  vuLG.  and  1  r  mss.  The  prefent 

text  with  CNALD.  makes  but  one  name,  ElonAwth-hanon*  As  to  the  other  amt.  vv,  fee  C.  R. — 
V.  13.  (]  gates  and  bolts >  syr.  arab. — V.  1 6.  il  al*  Alath.  See  e.  R. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

Ch.iY.  ver.  x.  Scribe t ,  Better,  perhaps,  clerk:  of  court,  might  have  his  own  prieft  as  well  as  his  own  prophet.  Zadok 
They  wrote  down  caufea,  examined  witnefles,  and  fometiroes  and  Abiathar  were  national  priefU  :  but  We  find  aifo  provin- 
diftnbnted  juflice.  Sec  C,  B.  rial  and  family  pnefts :  why  not  then  a  king’s  prieli  ?  But  I 

V.  3.  Recorder.  Hi ftoriographer .  deride  nothing.  Thofe  who  diffike  my  rendering  may  chonfe 

V.  4.  The  high  griefs.  Abiathar  had  been  high-prieft  among  the  following ;  a  grief,  the  kings  friend — a  prince, 
during  the  reign  of  David ;  but  was  difgraced  by  Solomon  ibc  kings  friend — the  kings  intimate  friend.  See  c.  B. 
for  taking  part  with  Adoniah.  He  ftlll,  hoWfcver,  retained  V,  7.  Prefect.  They  were  ftationary  officers,  appointed 
the  title ;  and  had  probably  a  fhare  in  the  muiiftry.  Comp,  in  different  diftri&s  to  levy  the  royal  revenues, 
ch.  l.aj  ;  a.  35^  V,  8.  Tbefe  were  tldr  names.  The  firft  or  proper  namca 

V.  5.  The  kings  ovm  grief:  Kt.  tie  king's  pntfi-compa-  .of  five  of  thefe  prefers  have  been  loft;  and  that  at  an  early 
tiion.  Some  think  that  the  word  here  tranflated  grief  Ihould  period,  as  they  occur  not  in  any  of  the  ancient  v&rfions. 
be  rendered  prince:  for  what  reafon  I  know  not.  A  king  See  c.  r. 
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great  Wifdom  of  jo&ntn, 


t 7  Jeoshaphat  Ben-Pharuh,  in  Iffachar. 

1 8  Shimei  Ben-Eiath  in  Benjamin. 

1 9  Gebek  Ben-Uri  in  that  part  of  the  land  of  Gilead,  which  had  belonged  to  theAigft» 
rite  king  Sibon,  and  to  Og  king  of  Baflian :  he  was  the  only  prefeft  in  that  land*  * 

li  ||  Solomon  had  dominion  over  all  the  kingdoms,  from  the  river  Euphrates  unto 
the  land  of  the  Phiiiftines  and  unto  the  border  of  Egypt :  they  paid  tribute  ^and 
were  fubjed  to  Solomon,  all  the  days  of  his  life.  | 

22  Solomon’s  provifion,  for  one  day,  was  thirty  cores  of  fine  flour,  and  fixty 

23  cores  of  common  flour ;  ten  fattened  beeves ;  twenty  beeves  from  the  pafture,  and 

24  an  hundred  fheep  :  befide  deer,  antelopes,  hart-beefts,  and  fattened  fowls*  For  he 
had  dominion  over  all  the  country  and  kings  on  this  fide  the  river  Euphrates ,  from, 

25  Thiphfkh  unto  Gaza ;  and  was  at  peace  with  all  his  |j  neighbours  around. — So  the 
Judahites  and  Ifraelites,  from  Dan  to  Beer-fheba,  dwelled  fecurely:  every  man 
under  his  own  vine,  and  under  his  own  fig-tree,  all  the  days  of  Solomon* 

26  Solomon  had  ||  four  thou  fan  d  flails  of  chariot-horfes,  and  twelve  thou&od 

27  faddle-horfes.  And  the  forefasd  prefe&s  made  provifion,  each  in  his  month,  for 

28  king  Solomon,  and  for  all  who  frequented  king  Solomon’s  table :  barley,  alfo,  and 
ftraw  they  brought  for  the  horfes  and  other  cattle,  unto  the  places  where  thefi  were 
kept ;  each  according  to  his  charge. 

29  And  God  gave  to  Solomon  a  wifdom  and  di fee m men t  exceeding  great  $  and  a 

30  largenefs  of  mind,  like  the  fand  on  the  fea-fhore.  For  the  wifdom  of  Solomon  fur- 

31  palled  the  wifdom  of  all  the  orientals,  and  the  wifdom  of  all  Egypt.  He  was 
wifer  than  all  other  men ;  than  Ethan  the  Ezrahite  j  than  Heman,  Chalchol  and 

,  Dardah,  the  Tons  of  Mabol :  fo  that  his  name  was  famous  in  all  the  nations  around* 

YAEI-OUa  READINGS* 

V.  19.  *  The  Jadabius  and  lfraelitei  were  as  numerous  as  {be  fond  on  the  feafde  §  eating  and  drinUrtg,  and  rt joking. 
This  verfe,  which  is  -wanting  in  SEP.  has  £0  much  the  air  of  an  interpolation,  that  1  have  rejected  it  from  the 
text.  Houbigant  places  it  after  v.  28.  Were  it  at  all  adtmffible,  I  would  place  it  after  v-  25*  At  any  rate 
it  comes  in  here  mod  awkwardly.  Houbigant  traofpofeth  hither  w.  27  and  28.  which  Indeed  makes  a 
better  connection;  but  fee  ms  not  neccHary*  See  c.  a. — V.  21.  9  wanting  in  sef.  See  c.  E. — V.  24.  2  Some 
copies  have  fubjeBs.  See  c.  r.— V.  26.  JJ’So  p.  p.  2  Chron.  9.  25.  The  present  text*  here,  with  all  the 
ant.  w*  has forty:  a  number  incredible  and  difpropottionatc.  See  c.  R.  and  compare  ch.  10.  26. 

EmJUUTOlY  KOTS9. 

V.  19*  He  via*  the  ooh  prtftR  in  that  land.  Although  I  Ih.  IfnJo  the  toad  of  the  PbiSfines ;  j.  e.  comprehending 
have  thus  rendered,  with  our  -common  verfion,  that  hind. 

and  Daihej  I  am  far  from  being  certain  that  it  it  the  true  V.  a*.  Thirty  core*.  See.  The  core,  or  homer,  contained 
meaning.  Houbigant,  from  a  conjefrura!  emendation,  ten  ephas.  The  eplia,  about  ten  of  our  pecks.  See  the 
makes  out  the  following  fenfe:  Eatb  frefdi  governed  in  bit  Tables. 

t.’am  difriS.  Were  I  to  make  any  change,  it  would  V.  27.  I  have  already  observed  that  this  and  the  fob 

merely  in  the  pun&uatton;  and  then  I  would  render;  Be-  lowing  verfe  arc  by  Honbigant  put  after  v.  19.  And 
foie  one  chief  firtfed  at  the  land  of  ffadab.  The  Vatican  tliat  indeed  fee ma  to  be  their  proper  place.  Perhaps 
‘Greek  is  favourable  to  this  verfion.  The  Sytiac  and  Ara-  a  better  arrangement  of  the  whole  two  might  be  made, 
bic  verAons  feem  to  favour  Houhigaat.  See  c.  a.  See  c.  a. 

V.  zi.  In  fome  editions  of  the  Hebrew  Bible  this  verfe  V-  29.  Largenef*  of  m md,  &c.  We  Jhotdd  fay,  a  mod 
begins  a  new  chapter.  I  have  followed  the  common  divi*  capacious  and  comprehend vc  mind. 

Con.  See  c.  k. 
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friendly  Aafwr. 


— He  uttered  three  thoufand  proverbs :  his  fongs  were  a  thoufand  and  five :  3a 
he  treated  on  trees,  from  the  cedar  of  Lebanon,  to  the  hyffbp  that  growth  out  of  33 
the  wall :  he  alfo  treated  on  beafts,on  fowls,  on  reptiles,  and  on  fiihes.— And  men  34 
of  all  nations  came  to  hear  the  wifdom  of  Solomon,  from  all  the  kings  of  the  earth 
who  had  heard  of  his  wifdom. 

When  Hiram,  king  of  Tyre,  heard  that  Solomon  had  been  anointed  kmg  of  1 
Ifraeiy  in  ftead  of  his  father,  he  fent  to  him  his  fervants  ( ambajfadors J  ;  for  Hiram 
had,  at  all  times,  been  a  loving  friend  to  David.  Then  Solomon  font  word  to  a 
Hiram,  faying  :  u  Thou  knoweft,  that  my  father  David  could  not  build  an  houfe  3 
44  to  the  name  of  the  Lord,  his  God,  on  account  of  the  wars  that  befot  him  on 
“  every  fide;  until  the  Lord  put  his  enemies  under  the  foies  of  his  feet.  But,  now,  4 
w  the  Lord,  my  God,  hath  given  me  reft,  on  every  fide ;  there  is  neither  enemy,  nor 
u  evil  occurrence.  Lo  l  then,  I  purpofe  to  build  an  houfe  to  the  name  of  the  Lord,  my  5 
“  God  ;  as  the  Lord  promifod  to  my  father  David,  faying :  *  Thy  fon,  whom,  in 
“  thy  ftead,  I  will  place  on  thy  throne,  fhall  build  an  houfo  to  my  name.* — Now,  6 
“  therefore,  give  thou  orders  to  hew  for  me  cedar-trees,  out  of  Lebanon.  My  for- 
u  vants  fhall  aid  thy  forvants;  and  for  thy  fervants  I  will  give  thee  wages,  accord- 
a  ing  to  all  that  thou  fhalt  demand  :  for  thou  knoweft,  that,  among  us,  there  are 
M  none,  who  have  fkill  to  hew  timber,  like  the  Zidonians„,t 

Wh*n  Hiram  heard  thefe  words  of  Solomon,  he  was  overjoyed,  and  laid:  7 
41  Blefled,  this  day,  be  the  Lord  ;  who  hath  given  to  David  a  wife  fon,  to  reign 
“  over  that  numerous  people  I” — So  Hiram  fent  word  to  Solomon,  faying :  u  I  8 
w  have  attended  to  thy  meffage ;  I  will  do  all  that  thou  delireft,  with  refpeft  to 
u  cedar-trees,  and  fir-trees.  My  fervants  fhall  bring  them  down  from  Lebanon  9 
41  unto  the  fea ;  and  I  will  tranfport  them,  by  fea,  in  floats,  unto  the  place,  which 
14  thou  fhalt  appoint  to  me :  there  I  will  caufo  them  to  be  difeharged,  to  be 
“  received  by  thee :  but  thou  muft  accomplifh  my  defire,  in  giving  bread  for  my 
44  houfehold.” — Thus  Hiram  gave  to  Solomon  cedar-trees,  and  fir-trees,  f  accord-  10 
ing  to  |  all  that  he  defired,  And  Solomon  gave  to  Hiram,  for  food  to  his  houfe-  ti 
hold,  twenty  thoufand  cores  of  wheat  and  j|  twenty  cores  of  pure  oil#  For  to  So¬ 
lomon  the  Lord  gave  wifdom,  as  he  had  promifod  him :  fo  there  was  *  peace  1a 
between  Hiram  and  Solomon ;  they  two  made  a  mutual  league. 

Solomon,  now,  raifed  a  levy  out  of  all  Ilrael ;  and  the  levy  was  thirty  thoufand  13 
men.  Of  thefe  he  fent  to  Lebanon,  by  turns,  ten  thoufand  every  month :  a  month  14 
they  were  at  Lebanon ;  two  months  at  home.  Adoniram  was  over  the  levy. — 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  V.  y,  jo.  f  Some  copies  of  set.  vulg,  and  9  mbs.  See  c.  tu — V.  11.  |J  twenty  ikwftmd%  sep.  m.  aeae. 

See  c*  a. — V.  ia.  e  a  co*thmaJt  mu 

SXFLA&ATORY  HOT*. 

Ch.  v.  vtr,  13.  A  levy}  namely,  of  the  remaining  Chamaaitea.  Comp.  ch.  9. 1  j,  &c. 
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of  Solomon*  t  Temple, 


15  Solomon  had*  moreover,  feventy  thoufand  men  who  carried  burthen*,  afcd  eighty 

16  thoufand  ft  one-hewers  in  the  mountains;  befide  his  chief  overfeere  6Fthe  work, 
three  thoufand  and  ||  three  hundred,  who  directed  the  people  who  laboured  la  the 

17  work. — Thofe  workmen^  at  the  ling’s  command,  brought  great,  coflly,  fquartd 

18  ftones,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  houfe  Thus  the  artificers  of  Solomon,  and 
the  artificers  of  Hiram,  and  the  Ghiblites,  hewed  and  prepared  timber  and  Hones, 
to  build  the  houfe  *. 

§  6.  The  budding  of  the  Temple  y  &c. 

1  IT  was  in  the  year  ||  four  hundred  and  eighty,  |  after  the  departure  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Hrael  from  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  Solomon’s  reign 
over  I  fra  el,  in  the  month  of  Zif  (which  is  the  fecond  month),  that  the  houfe  of  the 
x  Lord  began  to  be  budded. — Now  the  houfe,  which  Solomon  builded  for  the 
Lord,  was  in  length  fixty  cubits,  in  breadth  twenty  cubits,  and  in  height  jf  thirty 

3  cubits.  The  length  of  the  porch,  before  the  temple,  was,  according  to  the  breadth 

4  of  the  houfe,  twenty  cubits  ;  and  its  breadth,  from  the  houfe,  ten  cubits. — For  the 
.  5  houfe  he  made  oblique  window-lights :  and,  contiguous  to  the  wall  of  the  houfr, 

he  builded  galleries,  round  about.  Round  about,  contiguous  to  the  wall,  of  both 

6  the  temple  and  the  oracle^  he  builded  fide-celk,  The  nethermoft  gallery  was  five 
cubits  broad;  the  middlemoft  was  fix  cubits  broad ;  and  the  third  was  {even  cubitt 
broad  :  for,  on  the  outfide  of  the  wall  of  the  temple,  he  made  rebatements  round 

7  about,  that  the  gallery-beams  might  not  be  fattened  in  the  wall  of  Hie  houfe.  For, 
when  the  houfe  was  building,  it  was  builded  of  ftones  prepared  before  they  were 
brought  thither;  fo  that  neither  hammer,  nor  pick,  nor  any  other  iron  tool,  was 

8  heard  in  the  houfe,  while  it  was  building. — On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  houfe  there 
was  an  entrance  to  the  middle  gallery;  and  by  a  winding  flair  they  went  up  to  the 

9  middle,  and  thence  to  the  third  gallery . — Thus  he  builded  the  houfe,  and  finiihed 

10  it;  and  covered  it  with  beams  and  hoards  of  cedar.  And  round  the  whole  houfe 
he  builded  the  galleries,  each  five  cubits  high :  thefe  retted  on  the  houfe  by  beams 
of  cedar. 

14  While  the  temple  was  building,  the  word  of  the  LORD  came  to  Solomon,  faying; 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  16.  U  In  Chron.  the  number  is  Jin  hundred.  The  copies  of  sep.  vary.  See  c.  R. — Y.  1 8.  w  during  three 
years,  sbp.— CH,  VI.  v,  1.  fl  Jofepbus  has  5935  and  this,  according  to  Micbaelis  and  others,  is  the  true 
date.  See  c.  r-~V,  3.  fl  twenty-jive,  sep.  See  c,  a. 

II?HUATORY  JHQTE8. 

V.  1 8.  The  GhfcGtes,  or  Gahalila,  inhabited  the  fide  of  ftrangely  vary  in  fettling  it,  that  there  w  a  difference  of  not 
Lebanon;  and  were  coniequratly  the  fitteft  to  be  employed  lefe  than  260  years  between  the  loweft  and  higheft  caknla- 
m  felling  wood  there.  Comp.  Joih.  13.  5.  and  Each.  tions.  See  van.  a  bad.  and  C*  a. 

*7.  o.  V,  5.  Galleria $  which  were  divided  into  a  number  of 

Ch.  vi.  »-o\  ir  The  building  of  Solomon’s  temple  forms  fide  ells ;  as  bebw :  it  is  unknown  bow  many,  as  their 
a  remarkable  «ra  in  chronology:  but  chronologers  fo  length  Is  not  mentioned.  Seec.a. 
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tin  iattnaur  SanBvarj. 


u  With  refpe£t  to  this  houfe,  which  thou  art  building ;  if  thou  wilt  walk  according  12 
44  to  my  ftatutes,  and  execute  my  decrees,  and  obferve  my  commandments  (by 
“  walking  according  to  them) ;  then  will  I  perform  my  engagement  to  thee,  which 
44  I  promifed  to  thy  father  David  ;  and  I  will  dwell  among  the  children  of  Ifir&el ;  13 
44  mine  own  people,  the  Ifraelitcs,  I  will  not  forfake,” 

When  Solomon  had  finiftied  the  building  of  the  houfe,  its  walls,  within,  he 
lined  with  boards  of  cedar :  from  the  floor  up  to  the  deling,  he  lined  with  cedar 
wood  the  infide  of  the  walls ;  and  the  floor  of  the  houfe  he  covered  with  planks  of 
fir, — At  the  further  end  of  the  houfe  he  lined  twenty  cubits,  both  floor  and  waits,  16 
with  boards  of  cedar:  this  he  conftru&ed  to  be  the  inner  oracle,  the  moft  holy 
place :  thus  forty  cubits  were  left  for  the  outer  houfe,  or  temple, — The  cedar  of  J J 
the  inner  houfe  was  carved  into  gourds  with  opening  flowers  :  all  was  cedar ;  no 
ftones  were  feen.  This  inner  houfe  he  deAined  to  be  the  oracle,  in  which  was  >19 
to  be  placed  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  The  front  of  the  oracle  was  20 
twenty  cubits  in  length ;  its  breadth  was  twenty  cubits,  and  its  height  was  twenty 
cubits.  This  oracle,  and  the  cedar  altar  of  incenfe>  he  overlaid  with  pure  gold  ; 
the  whole  of  the  inner  houfe  Solomon  overlaid  with  pure  gold.  Before  the  oracle  zi 
he  made  a  partition-beam,  with  golden  chains  ;  which  beam  he  overlaid  with  gold. 

The  whole  inner  houfe  he  completely  overlaid  wkh  gold  *  and  the  whole  altar,  that  22 
was  by  the  oracle,  he  overlaid  with  gold. 

Within  the  oracle,  he  made  two  cherubs  of  refinouB  wood,  ten  cubits  high.  23 
Each  cherub  had,  on  each  fide,  a  wing ;  a  wing  of  five  cubits :  fo  that  the  length 
of  both  cherubs,  from  the  extremity  of  the  one  wing  to  the  extremity  of  the  other 
wing,  was  ten  cubits.  The  height  of  the  one  cherub  was  ten  cubits;  and  fo  w'as  26 
that  of  the  other :  both  the  cherubs  were  of  one  meafure  and  of  one  fize.  The  27 
cherubs  he  placed  in  the  inner  houfe ;  and  the  wings  of  the  cherubs  were  fo  ex¬ 
panded,  that  a  wing  of  the  one  touched  one  of  the  walls,  and  a  wing  of  the  other 
touched  the  other  wall :  while  their  other  two  wings  touched  one  another  at  the 
middle  of  the  houfe.  Thofe  cherubs  he  overlaid  with  gold.— Cherubs,  and  palm 
trees  with  opening  flowers,  he  alfo  carved  upon  all  the  walls  of  the  houfe ;  both 
within  and  without  the  oracle .  The  floor  of  the  houfe,  too,  both  within  and  30 
without  the  oracle ,  he  overlaid  with  gold.— For  the  entrance  of  the  oracle  he  31 
made  doors  of  refinous  wood.  The  lintel  of  the  door-pofts  was  a  fifth  part  of  the 
breadth  of  the  houfe ,  The  two  door-leaves  were  of  refinous  wood,  on  which  were  32 
carved  cherubs,  and  palm-trees  with  opening  flowers.  The  door-/eaves  he  over-Laid 
with  gold.  For  the  doors  of  the  temple  he  alfo  made  door-pofts  of  refinous  wood,  33 
which  occupied  the  Jpace  of  a  fourth  part  of  the  breadth  of  the  houfe.  The  two  door-  34 

EXPLANATORY  NOTE. 

V.  31.  The  Rattle  fix,  Tiie  Original  Text  has  hoe  been  deemed  unlotdHgible ;  and  I  am  sot  fure  if  I  have  lift  upon 

the  meaning.  See  c.  a. 
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of  Solemn?  t  Pallet. 


35  leaves  were  of  fir-wood ;  each  of  which  turned  on  two  circular  hinges.  On  thole 
doors  were  carved  cherubs,  and  palm-trees  with  opening  flowers;  fitted  tt>  the 

36  carved  work  and  platted  with  gold. — He  alfo  builded  the  inner  court,  of  three  rows 
of  fquared  ftones  and  a  row  of  cedar  beams. 

37  In  the  fourth  year  of  Solomons  reign,  in  the  month  of  Zif,  was  laid  the  founda- 

38  tion  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  and  in  the  eleventh  year,  in  the  month  of  Bui 
(which  is  the  eighth  month),  wa9  the  houfe  finilhed,  in  all  its  parts,  *nd  sxaftly 
according  to  its  proje&ed  form :  fo  it  was  feven  years  in  building. 

1  But  Solomon  was  thirteen  years  more ,  in  completing  the  building  of  his  own 

2  houfes.  He,  Jirfi%  builded  the  houfe,  called,  of  the  foreft  of  Lebanon.  Its  length 
was  an  hundred  cubits,  its  breadth  fifty  cubits,  and  its  height  thirty  cubits.  It  was 

3  rmfid  on  ||  four  rows  of  cedar  pillars,  with  cedar  beams  upon  the  pillars;  and  covered 
above  with  cedar  planks,  upon  the  beams;  which  lay  upon  (|  fixty  pillars,  fifteen  in 

4  a  row.  There  were  three  rows  of  windows ;  and,  in  thofe  three  rows,  light  was 

5  oppofite  to  light.  The  apertures  and  pofts  of  the  windows  were  fquare,  and  light 

6  was  oppofite  to  light,  in  three  rows.  He  then  builded  the  porch,  with  pillars:  its 
length  was  fifey  cubits,  and  its  breadth  thirty  cubits.  The  porch  was  before  the 

7  pillars,  and  over  thefe  were  thick  planks. — He  alfo  made  the  porch  of  the  throne, 
where  he  was  to  adminifter  juftice,  hence  called  the  judgment-porch ;  which  he  lined 

8  with  cedar  from  the  floor  to  the  deling:  and  his  own  apartment,  in  whkhjie 
there  fat,  was  a  court-hall  behind  the  porch,  and  of  fimOar  workmanfhip.— « 
Solomon  alfo  made  for  Pharaoh’s  daughter,  whom  he  had  married,  an  apartment, 

9  fimllar  to  this  porch. — All  thofe  buildings ,  from  the  foundation  unto  the  coping, 
were  of  coftly  ftones,  cut  after  a  model,  infide  and  outfide  flawed  with  faws :  [and 

10  outwardly,  unto  the  great  court.]  The  foundation  was  of  large  coftly  ftones; 


VARIOUS  readings. 

CH.  VII.  V.  a.  []  three ,  sef — V.  3.  (J  So  arad.  which  from  V.  a.  appears  to  be  the  true  reading :  unleft,  with 
sep.  we  read  three  row  in  v.  2.  See  c.  r»  The  rest  have  forty-jive . 

SmiKATOIV  IfOTlI, 

V.  36.  The  tuner  court .  Or  court  of  the  pridh,  houfe,  and  in  a  line  with  it,  wai  fur  the  reception  of  thofe 
where  was  placed  the  lacrifice-altar,  Comp.  2  Chron.  who  came  to  wai  upon  the  king,  or  who  did  duty  shout  the 
8. 9.  palace. 

Ib.  A  row  of  cedar  beats  1.  Better,  perhaps,  a  balufrade  lb.  The  porch  wai  bfore  the  foliar 1,  See.  The  prefect 
of  cedar.  See  C.  a.  Hebrew  text  is  to  me  muntdligiole;  and  fo  are  all  thever- 

Ch.  vii.  ver.  1.  The  Grit  twelve  verfea  of  this  chap-  Coos  of  it,  that  I  have  feen.  By  a  fmall  alteration,  which 
ter  are  in  the  Greek  placed  at  the  end  of  it:  and  that  I  trull  will  appear  to  be  rtafonable,  I  have  madefeofeof  it. 
by  fame  is  thought  to  be  their  proper  place.  I  would  The  porch  wa*  probably  in  the  form  of  a  piazza.  The 
rather  place  them,  with  Jofephu*,  at  the  end  of  chap,  viii.  p3hr»  were  placed  at  feme  didancQ  from  the  wall,  either  on 
See  c.  r.  one  fide  only,  or  all  around  ;  and  that  fpace  was  covered  with 

V.  2.  The  houfe  of  the  fonfi  of  Lthetaon.  Probably  fo  a  thick  flooring,  to  keep  out  the  rain  and  afford  a  fhady 
called  from  a  foreft,  or  rather  spore,  of  cedars  brought  thi-  walk.  Before  thofe  pillars  was  the  open  part  of  the  porch; 
ther  from  Lebanon.  Thofe  who  imagine  that  the  houfe  it-  as  Convent  Garden  u  before  the  p-iUarao!  the  piazza  there, 
felf  was  builded  at  Lebanon,  feem  not  to  have  coufidertd  See  c,  a. 

the  contest.  See  c.  a.  V.  9.  The  words  within  brackets  appear  to  me  an  iuter- 

V.  6.  This  quadrangular  building  oppofite  to  the  great  pabtion,  See  C.  *. 
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ftones  of  ten  cubits,  and  ftonea  of  eight  cubits ;  and,  above  thefey  were  other  coftly  i  j 
/tones,  cut  after  a  model ;  with  a  coping  of  cedar.-— -The  great  court,  round  about  12 
(both  the  inner-court  of  the  houfe  #,  and  the  porch  of  the  houfe),  was  of  three 
rows  of  cut  ftones,  and  a  row  of  cedar  beams, 

§  7.  T’hc  BraftrlVork  done  by  Hiram ,  a  Brafier  of  Tyre* 

KING  Solomon  fent  for  Hiram,  from  Tyre.  He  was  the  fon  of  a  widow- 
woman  of  the  tribe  of  Naphthali  (though  his  father  was  a  Tyrian),  a  hrafier  full  of 
wi/dom,  /kill  and  knowledge  to  work  all  forts  of  bra/s-work :  and  he  came  to  king 
Solomon,  and  wrought  all  his  workk — He  caft  two  pilfers  of  brak  *,  each  pillar  15 
eighteen  cubits  high ;  and  a  line  of  twelve  cubits  was  the  circumference  of  each 
pillar  He  alfo  made  two  capitals  of  molten  bra/s,  to  be  placed  on  the  tops  of  16 
the  pillars:  the  height  of  the  one  capital  was  five  cubits,  and  the  height  of  the 
other  capital  was  five  cubits.  For  the  capitals,  which  were  on  the  tops  of  the  17 
pillars,  t  he  made  |  net-works  of  wreathed  liftels,  ]  a  net-work  |  for  the  one  capital, 
and  (|  a  net- work  [  for  the  other  capital.  Then,  to  cover  the  capitals  that  were  18 
on  the  tops  of  the  pillars,  he  made  two  rows  of  pomegranates,  round  about  the 
net-work  of  each  capital.  The  capitals,  that  were  on  the  top  of  the  pillars  [in  the  19 
porch],  had  four  cubits  of  lily-work ;  and,  above  that,  about  the  fwelling  which  ao 
was  by  the  net-work,  the  capitals  had  alfo  rows  of  pomegranates,  round  about; 
two  hundred  on  each  capital, — Thofe  pillars  he  fet  up  in  the  temple  :  when  he  fet  21 
up  the  right-fide  pillar,  he  called  its  name  Jachin;  and,  when  he  fet  up  the  left-fidc 

VA  Rioui  READINGS. 

V.  12.  *  of  the  Lord.  This  is,  m  my  mind,  fo  mam’feft  an  interpolation,  that  I  have  not  hefitated  to  throw 
it  out.  Hoobigant  thinks  that  a  {tnali  conjectural  emendation  might  reconcile  it  to  the  context;  thus:  like 
to  the  inner  court  of  the  houfe  of  the  LQJtD,  See.  'fhe  whole  comma  is  wanting  in  the  Roman  copy  of  sEp.  See 
the  note  below,  and  c.  s> — V.  15.  •  for  the  forth  ef  the  houfe,  $et,  See  c.  R.  lb,  *  their  tUchufs,from 
the  hollow  part,  was  four  inches,  mo  ft  copies  of  sep.  and  from  Jerem.  52. 51.  we  learn  that  this  was  the  real 
thicknefs.— V.  17.  f  sep.  str.  arab.  See  c.  r.  Ib.  9  twice*  So  SEP.  which  alone  has  preferred  the  right  read¬ 
ing.  The  rest  have  the  word  ftven,  which  is  uuintdligi&ie.  See  c.  R. 

explanatory  notes. 

V.  10.  Stones  of  ten  adits,  Sec.  This  was  probably  their  V.  18.  T^ie  Hebrew  wards  m  this  verfc  that  correfpond 
length  only.  to  pillars  and  pomegranates,  have,  by  changing  places,  turned 

y.  I  a.  What  is  in  a  parenthefis  maybe  an  interpolation  ;  the  text  into  nonfcnfe.  Indeed  the  whole  of  this  and  the 
but  if  it  be  not,  it  muft  be  referred  to  the  court  mentioned  next  verfe  is  ftrangdy  mifarranged  and  mutilated.  I  have 
yer.  7  and  8,  and  the  porch  wit  ho  at  hi  both  were  included  endeavoured  to  render  it  intelligibly.  See  c.  x. 
ifl  the  great  court.  The  temple,  at  any  rate,  has  nothing  V.  29.  Four  adits.  Tins  was  the  lower  part  of  the  ca- 
to  do  here.  ^  ...  prtal.  The  net- work  then  was  but  of  one  cubit.  The  words 

V.  tjj.  This  whole  (c&ion  is,  in  the  Greek  verfioo,  placed  in  brackets  appear  to  be  an  interpolation.  See  c. 
iaunedutttely  after  ch.  vi  See  the  note  on  ch.  ro.  ver.  x.  V.  ax.  Jactotu..  Boa*.  I  believe  the  right  name  of  the 
V«  t*j.  See.  It  has  been  jultly  obferredby  Michaelis  and  former  is  JocIum,  which  is  that  of  the  Greek  verfion :  the 
others;  that  although  the  ornaments  of  thofe  pillars  arc  Eaglife  of  which  Is,  Itfbaflfaed.  The  other  fignifies  Ja- 
miimtely  defer Ibed,  yet  it  is  not  eafy  to  find  equivalent  frength,  or  Strongly.  Perhaps  the  artift  meant  the  latter  a 
terms  in  modern  languages.  We  fUU  want  a  good  txtatife  cooUnaation  of  the  former:  Jt  JhaS f and, firmly.  See  c.  x. 
on  oriental  architecture. 
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22  pillar,  he  called  Its  name  Boaz.  Upon  the  tops  of  thcpfilara  was  placed  the  lily- 
work  :  thus  the  work  of  the  pillars  was  completed. 

23  He  alfo  made  a  molten  fea,  the  diameter  of  which,  from  the  one  brim  to  the 
other,  was  ten  cubits ;  and  its  height  was  five  cubits ;  and  a  line  of  thirty  adit* 

24  compafTed  it  around.  Under  its  brim,  round  about,  were  kaops,  ten  in  every 
cubit ;  encom palling  the  fea  round  about :  the  knops  were  in  two  tow*,  caft  in  the 

25  fame  fulion  with  itfclfi — It  ftood  upon  twelve  oxen;  three  looking  toward  the 
north,  three  looking  toward  the  weft,  three  looking  toward  the  fouth,  and  three 
looking  toward  the  eaftj  and  the  fea  was  fo  placed  above  them*  that  all  their  hinder 

26  parts  were  inward.  The  fea  was  an  hand-breadth  thick ;  and  its  brim,  like  thehrisa 
of  a  cup,  was  wrought  with  flowers  of  lilies.  It  contained  |j  two  thoufand  baths. 

27  He  alfo  made  ten  4*wr-ftands  of  bra&  The  length  of  each  ftand  was  four 

28  cubits;  its  breadth  was  alfo  four  cubits;  and  its  height  was  thr«  'Oabitaj^Fhe 
workmanftiip  of  the  Hands  was  this;  they  had  frame-bands  ;  and  thofe  frame-bands 

29  were  between  die  legs.  On  the  frame-bands,  between  the  legs,  Were  lions,  oxen, 
and  cherubs;  and  on  the  legs  of  the  ftand,  both  above  and  below  the  lions  and  the 

30  oxen,  were  joints  of  wonderful .  workmanfhip.— Every  Hand  had-  :four  brafen 
wheels,  with  brafen  axles. — At  its  four  comers  were  underfettera,  molten  under- 

31  fetters,  under  the  layer,  by  each  of  the  joints, — Jts  mouth,  within  its  capital,  was 
one  cubit  high  ;  this  mouth  was  round  :  but  its  mouth,  without ,  was  a  cubit  and 

3a  an  half  high ;  not  round  but  fquare,  with  engravings  on  its  frfcme-b&ud*.^-Under 
the  frame-bands  were  the  four  wheels,  the  axle-trees  of  the  wheels  being  fixed  to 

33  the  ftand.  The  height  of  the  wheels  was  a  cubit  and  an  half:  the  work  i£ the 
wheels  was  like  the  work  of  a  chariot-wheel :  their  axles,  their  naves,  their  felloes, 

34  and  their  fpokes  were  all  molten. — The  four  underfetters  of  the  ftand  were  a  part 

35  of  the  ftand  itfelf. — At  the  top  of  the  ftand  was  a  circle,  at  the  height  of  half  a 
cubit,  fupported  by  arms  and  frame-bands,  that  rofe  from  the  top  of  the  ftand : 

36  and,  on  the  plates  of  its  arms  and  frame-bands,  were  engraven  cherubs,  and  lions, 

37  and  palm-trees,  |(  by  each  of  the  joints,  around.  |~~ After  this  manner  were  the  ten 
ftands  made ;  all  of  them  had  the  fame  caft,  meafure,  and  frze. 

38  He  alfo  made  ten  brafen  lavers ;  each  layer  contained  forty  baths  4  being  four 

VARIOUS  READING*. 

V-  Ju5.  If  thru ,  9.  r.  2  Chton.  4.  5.  See  c.  r.— V.  36.  {j  I  have  followed, here,  a  conjefhiral  reading ;  the 
fent  makes  do  fenfe  j  at  leaft  1  under  ft  and  it  not.  See  c.  R. 

explanatory  notes. 

V.  23.  A  molten  fta,  A  large  veffc]  of  braia,  called  a  fea  lb.  7w  ihovfand  bath.  About  15,000  gallon*, 

from  the  great  quantity  of  water  which  it  contained.  Such  V.  09.  faints  of  Kvcrulerfkl  <worbman/Lip,  If  I  were  ah 

exaggerations  arc  common  in  all  languages.  Sec  c*  a.  lowed  to  copje&ure,  from  the  Arabic,  I  would  render  it 

V.  24.  Knops.  1  have  retained  this  gtoencal  word,  be-  frm  vsorkmanfbip.  See  c,  a.  The  whole  defcnptkm,  indeed, 
caufe  I  am  not  certain  what  is  the  preofe  meaning  of  the  is  iofome  meafure  conjectural :  nor  can  I  aflhrc  the  reader 
original.  Some  render  it  eaaanber.  See  c.  a.  that  I  have  always  conjectured  rightly.  Let  him  who 

V.  26.  This  verfe  fretna  better  placed,  in  the  Greek,  thinks  he  can  give  a  more  intelligible  verfion. 
after  vcr.  24. 
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cubits  in  diameter* — Upon  every  one  of  the  ten  Hands,  he  placed  one  laver.  Five  39 
of  the  Hands  he  placed  at  the  fouth  fide  of  the  temple,  ami  five  at  the  north  fide  of 
the  temple ;  and  the  fea  he  placed  at  the  fouth-eaft  comer  of  the  temple. — Hiram  40 
alfo  made  the  other  lavers,  and  the  (hovels,  and  the  fprmkling-bafons. 

Thus  Hiram  completed  all  the  work,  which  he  did  for  king  Solomon,  for  the 
houfe  of  the  Lou©  :  the  two  pillars ;  and  the  bowls  of  the  capitals  that  were  on  41 
the  tops  of  the  two  pillars ;  and  the  two  net-works,  to  cover  the  two  bowls  of  the 
capitals  that  were  on  the  tops  of  the  pillars  ;  and  four  hundred  pomegranates  for  42 
the  two  net- works,  two  rows  of  pomegranates  for  each  net- work,  to  cover  the  two 
bowls  of  the  capitals  that  were  on  the  tops  of  the  pillars; — the  ten  Hands,  and  the  43 
ten  lavers  on  the  Hands  ;  one  fea,  and  twelve  oxen  under  the  fea  5  and  the  pans,  JJ 
and  the  (hovels,  and  the  fprinkling-bafons— ail  thefe  utenfils,  which  Hiram  made 
for  king  Solomon,  for  the  houfe  of  the  Loft©,  were  of  pofifhed  brate,— ~ In  the  plain  46 
of  the  Jordan  the  king  caufed  them  to  be  caft,  in  the  clay-ground  between  Succoth 
and  Zarthan. — All  tbofe  utenfils  Solomon  left  umveighedi  fo  very  great  was  the  47 
quantity  of  brafs,  that  its  weight  was  not  enquired  into. 

Solomon  made,  alfo,  all  the  other  utenfils  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  the  48 
golden  altar;  and  the  golden  table,  upon  which  was  placed  the  prefence-bread;  and  49 
the  chandeliers  of  pure  gold  (five  on  the  right  fide  and  five  on  the  left  fide,  before 
the  oraclx)  with  their  flowers  and  lamps  and  fnuffers  of  pure  gold;  the  bowls,  50 
alfo,  and  the  fpriakling-bafons,  and  the  knives,  and  the  fpoons,  and  the  centers  of 
pure  gold;  and  golden  hinges  for  the  doors  of  the  inner  houfe,  the  moft  holy  place, 
and  for  the  doors  of  the  outer  houfe  or  temple. 

When,  thus,  was  completed  the  whole  work,  which  Solomon  made  for  the  51 
houfe  of  the  Lon©;  Solomon  brought  in,  alfo,  the  (liver  and  the  gold,  and  the 
vafes,  which  his  father  David  had  hallowed;  and  placed  them  among  the  treafures 
of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord, 

§  8.  The  Dedication  of  the  Temple ,  &c. 

KING  Solomon,  now,  called  together  unto  him,  at  Jerufalem,  f  all  the  elders  1 
of'  Ifrael ;  that  ts9  all  the  heads  of  tribes,  the  patriarchal  chiefs  of  the  children 
of  Urael;  that  they  might  bring  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  out  of  Zion, 
the  city  of  David.  AH  the  chif  men  of  Ifrael  being  thus  aflemblcd  about  Solomon,  2 
at  the  feftival  of  booths^  in  the  month  of  Ethanim,  or  feventh  month ;  the  priefts,  3 

VARIOUS  READING. 

CH.  VIIL  V.  I.  t  SEP.  SYR.  ARAB.  VULG*  and  50  KM. 

EXPLANATORY  SOT**. 

V,  39%  "The  ftands  and  brers  were  placed,  not  within  the  V.  45.  PoRfbed  hr  aft.  The  anticat  Cranflaiore  eenenSy 

temple,  tut  in  the  court  before  the  temple.  understood  it  to  Ik  a  finer  Ion  of  bnt&f  known  by  the  name 

V.41.  Tbebvwtf.  CaSki  ftueBingfi  or  bellies,  in  rer.ao.  at  Corinthian.  See  c.  r. 
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accompanied  by  all  the  elders  of  Ifrael,  took  up  the  ark  f  of  the  covenant  of  the 

4  Lord  ;  |  and  brought  away  both  the  ark  of  the  f  covenant  of  the  |  Lord*  and  the 
convention-tent ;  with  all  the  hallowed  utenfils  that  were  in  the  tent — all  thefe  the 

5  priefts  and  Levites  brought  away ;  while  king  Solomon  and  the  whole  colle&ed 
aflembly  of  Ifraelites  with  him,  were  facrificing,  before  the  Lord*  fhcep  and  oxen 

6  fo  many,  that  they  could  not  be  numbered  nor  fupputed. — Thus  the  priefts  brought 
the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  into  its  place  in  the  oracle,  or  moft  holy 

7  place  of  the  houfe,  under  the  wings  of  the  cherubs  i  for  the  cherubs,  fpreading: 
forth  their  two  wings  over  the  place  of  the  ark,  overfhaded  both  the  ark  and  its 

8  poles ;  fo  that  although  the  poles,  being  longer  than  the  ark,  were  vifible  from  the 
infide  of  the  holy  oracle,  they  were  not  vifible  from  the  outfide :  there  they  re- 

9  main  unto  this  day. — In  the  ark  was  nothing,  but  the  two  tables  of  ftone,  which 
Mofes,  at  Horeb,  had  placed  there;  when  the  Lord  made  a  covenant  with  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  ||  on  their  coming  |  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 

10  Now,  fo  foon  as  the  priefts  were  come  out  of  the  fan&uary,  a  cloud  fo  filled  the 

u  houfe  of  the  Lord*  that  the  priefts  could  not  ftand  to  minifter,  becaufe  of  the 

12  cloud :  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord  had  filled  the  houfe  of  the  Lord. — Then  laid 

13  Solomon :  w  In  a  thick  cloud  ||  the  Lord  hath  faid  |  he  would  dwell  i  affiiredfy, 
w  then,  I  have  builded  for  thee  an  houfe  to  dwell  in;  a  fixed  place  for  thy  perpetual 

14  “  refidence.* — The  king,  then,  turning  about,  hailed  the  whole  aflembiy  of  IfraeL 

15  ites;  and,  the  whole  afiembly  of  Ifraelites  Handing  up,  he  faid:  “  Blefled  be  the 
“  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  who  with  his  own  mouth  pronufed  to  my  father 

16  “  David,  what  with  his  own  hand  he  hath  fulfilled ;  ikying :  *  From  the  day  that  I 
K  brought  out  of  Egypt  my  people,  the  Ifraelites,  I  have  not  chofen  to  have  an 
“  houfe,  nominally  builded  for  me,  in  any  city  of  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael:  but  I  have 

17  «  chofen  David  to  be  over  my  people.* — Now  it  was  the  wifh  of  David,  my  father, 

18  “  to  build  an  houfe  to  the  name  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael ;  but  the  Lord 
“  faid  to  my  father  David  :  ‘  In  as  far  as  it  is  thy  wifh  to  build  an  houfe  to  my 

19  w  name,  fo  far  thou  doeft  well  to  wifh  it :  yet,  an  houfe  thou  fhalt  not  build ; .but 
46  thy  fon,  proceeding  from  thine  own  loins,  fhall  build  an  houfe  to  my  name.*— 

20  u  Now,  the  Lord  hath  fulfilled  the  word,  which  he  fpoke;  for  I,  as  the  Lord 
"  promifed,  am  rifen  up  in  the  room  of  my  father  David ;  and,  feated  on  the 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  3.  f  Arab,  and  i  ms.  and  partly  syr.  See  c.  r.— V.  4.  f  3  Mas,— -V.  9.  JJ  when  be  brought  them,  ARAB,  and 
1  ms.  See  c.  r» — V.  la.  JJ  Thou,  O  Lord,  hajl  faid,  3yr.  and  aras.  followed  by  Houbigaot.  See  c.  r.  aad 

the  note  below. 


EXPLANATORY  KOtB. 


Ch,  Tai.  vtr.  ta.  Then  food  Salomon  :**  In  a  thick  cloud**  ufes  the  third  perfon :  hence  the  Syriac  and  Arabic  tmnf. 
&c.  He  allude#  to  Levit,  16.  a  1  where  the  Lord  laith  t  latore  render  the  words  in  the  fecondpcrfonj  although  they 
«  In  the  cloud  over  the  Lid  0/  the  eri,  I  appear.” — Per  the  probably  read  their  original  as  we  do. 
reft,  Solomon  here  addrrifes  himfelf  to  God*  although  he 
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44  throne  of  Ifrael,  I  have  builded  an  houfe  to  the  name  of  the  Loro,  the  God  of 
44  Ifrael ;  wherein  I  have  affigned  a  place  for  the  ark,  in  which  is  the  covenant  of  21 
44  the  Lord,  which  he  made  with  our  forefathers,  when  he  brought  them  out  of 
44  the  land  of  Egypt*’’ 

Solomon,  then,  placing  himfelf  before  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  in  the  view  of  the  22 
whole  affembly  of  Hxaelites,  fpread  forth  his  hands  toward  the  heavens,  and  laid  :  23 
u  O  Lord,  God  of  Ifrael  l  there  is  no  god,  either  in  the  heavens  above,  or  on  the 
44  earth  below,  like  thee ;  who  keepeft  thy  bounteous  covenant  with  thy  fervants 
44  who,  with  all  their  heart,  walk  before  thee:  who  haft  kept  with  my  father  David  24 
44  the  promile  which  thou  raadeft  to  him ;  and  what  thou  fpokeft  with  thy  mouth, 

44  haft  with  thy  hand  fulfilled,  as  this  day Jbeweth.  Now,  therefore,  G  Lord,  God  25 
44  of  Ifirael !  keep,  alfo ,  .with  thy  fervant,  my  father  David,  that  other  promife  which 
44  thou  madeft  to  him,  laying :  4  Some  one  of  thy  pofterity  fhall  never  foil  to  fit, 

41  in  my  prefence,  on  the  throne  of  Ifrael  *  provided  that  thy  children  take  heed  to 
44  their  way,  fo  -as  to  walk  before  me,  as  thou  haft  walked  before  me**  Now,  then,  26 
“Of  Lord,  God  of  Ifrael !  let  thy  promife,  I  pray  thee,  be  verified,  which  thou 
44  madeft  to  thy  fervant,  my  father  David. — But  will  God  indeed,  then,  dwell  on  27 
44  the  earth  ?  Lo  1  the  heavens,  the  higheft  heavens,  are  not  fufficient  to  contain 
44  thee ;  how  much  left  this  houfe,  which  I  have  builded  !— Yet,  have  thou  regard  28 
44  to  the  prayer  of  thy  fervant,  and  to  bis  fupplication,  O  Lord,  |j  my  God  1 1  fo 
44  as  to  Iiften  to  the  requeft  and  prayer,  which  thy  fervant  this  day  maketh  in  thy 
44  prefence  ;  that,  night  and  day,  thine  eyes  may  be  open  toward  this  houfe;  to-  29 
44  ward  the  place  of  which  thou  haft  laid : 4  It  ihall  bear  my  name 5*  fo  as  to  Iiften 
44  to  the  prayer,  which  thy  fervant  may  make  toward  this  place.  Liften  thou  to  30 
44  the  fupplication  of  thy  fervant,  and  of  thy  people  the  Ifiaelites,  when  they  Ihall 
44  pray  toward  this  place :  hear  thou  them,  in  thine  own  dwelling-place,  in  the 
*  heavens ;  and,  when  thou  heareft,  forgive. 

44  If  any  man  offend  his  neighbour,  and  if  the  latter  put  him  to  his  oath,  and  the  31 
44  oath  be  made  before  thine  altar,  in  this  houfe ;  then  hear  thou,  in  the  heavens,  32 
44  and  do  juftice  to  thy  fervanta;  condemning  the  guilty,  by  making  his  guilt  foil 
44  upon  his  own  head ;  and  juftifying  the  righteous  by  dealing  with  him  according 
44  to  hforighteoufnefc. 

44  If  thy  people,  the  Ifiraelues,  be  defeated  by  the  enemy,  for  having  finned  33 
14  againft  thee ;  and  Ihall  turn  again  to  thee,  and  confefs  thy  name ;  and  pray  and 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  26.  f  sep.  syr.  arab.  vulg.  and  38  mss.— V.  28.  [j  GoJ>  of  Ifrodt  SEPw 

EXPLANATORY  BOTES. 

V.  as.  Ptachg,  Ac.  I  have  preferred  the  word /AuWto  V.  13.  Walk  before  that  u  c.  Hri-rc  to  pJcafc  thee  A  pure 

fcuuBngf  beciufe  we  lt»ow  from  a  Cbroo.  6. 1 3.  that  he  waa  HAralfm. 
kneeling  upon  a  fcaffold  three  cubits  high. 
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34  “  make  fupplication  to  thee,  in  this  houfe  j  then,  hear  thou,  in  the  heavens,  and 
“  forgive  the  fin  of  thy  people,  and  bring  them  back  Into  the  land,  which  thou 
**  gaveft  to  their  forefathers. 

35  “  If,  for  their  having  finned  againft  thee,  the  heavens  be  Quit  up,  and  there  be 
“  no  rain ;  if  they  (hall  pray  towards  this  place,  and  confefs  thy  name,  and  turn 

36  w  from  their  fin,  when  thou  haft  a£Bi£ted  them ;  then  hear  thou,  in  the  heavens, 
“  and  forgive  the  fin  of  thy  fervants  and  people,  the  Ifraelkes;  (hew  them  the  good 
u  way,  in  which  they  ought  to  walk,  and  fend  rain  upon  thine  own  land,  which 
«  thou  haft  given  to  thy  people  for  an  inheritance. 

37  U  If  there  be,  in  the  land,  famine,  peftilence,  blight,  mildew,  locuft,  or  cater- 
“  pillar ;  if  their  enemies  befiege  them  |j  m  any  of  their  cities  j  |  whatfoever  be  the 

58  u  calamity,  whatfoever  the  difeafe :  hear  thou,  in  thine  own  dwelling-place,  the 
**  heavens,  every  prayer  and  fupplicalion  made  by  any  of  thy  people,  who,  con- 

39  “  fdous  of  his  own  ailment,  (hall  fpread  forth  his  hands  toward  this  houfe :  and 
«  be  thou  propitious,  and  do  and  deal  with  every  man  according  to  his  deferts,  and 
u  as  thou  knoweft  his  heart :  for  thou,  thou  only,  knoweft  the  hearts  of  all  the 

40  “  children  of  Adam  : — that  they  may  revere  thee,  as  long  as  they  live  in  the  land, 
«  which  thou  gaveft  to  our  forefathers. 

4*  “  With  refpeS  even  to  the  ftranger,  who  is  not  of  thine  own  people,  the  I£- 

4a  raelites ;  but  cometh  from  a  diftant  country  for  the  (ake  of  thy  napae ;  for  they 

<c  have  heard  of  thy  great  name,  thy  ftrong  hand,  and  thy  extended  arm ;  if  he 

43  “  (hall  come,  and  pray  at  this  houfe,  hear  thou  in  thy  dwelling-place,  the  heavens; 
u  and  do  whatfoever  the  ftranger  invoketh  thee  for ;  that  all  the  nations  of  the 
“  earth  may  acknowledge  thy  name,  fo  as  to  revere  thee,  like  the  people  of  Ifrael; 
«  and  that  they  may  be  convinced  that  this  houfe,  which  I  have  builded,  is  dedi- 
w  cated  to  thy  name. 

44  w  If  thy  people  go  out  to  bottle,  againft  their  enemies,  whitherfoever  thou  mayeft 
M  fend  them ;  and  if  they  (hall  pray  to  thee,  toward  the  city  which  thou  haft 

45  “  chofen  and  the  houfe  which  I  have  builded  to  thy  name  :  then  hear  thou,  in  the 
“  heavens,  their  prayer  and  (implication,  and  fupport  their  caufe. 

46  <l  If  they  fin  againft  thee  (for  what  man  finneth  not?),  and  thou,  being  irritated 
“  againft  them,  deliver  them  up  to  the  enemy,  fo  that  they  be  carried  away  cap- 

47  w  rives  into  the  enemy's  country,  far  or  near :  if,  in  the  land  whither  they  are  car- 
"  tied  captives,  they  (crioufiy  refie&  and  repent  j  and  fupplicate  thee  in  the  land  of 
44  their  captivers,  faying :  •  We  have  finned  and  been  perverted,  we  have  a&ed 

VARIOUS  READING. 

V-  37.  H  The  prefent  TEXT  read*  literally,  in  the  Sand  f  their  gates,  I  have  followed  the  reading  of  SEP.  syr. 
jrab,  which  I  take  to  be  the  genuine  one.  Sj 

iiPtiiriTon  non. 

V.  47.  In  the  land  f  their  fathers.  I  have  rifted  this  new  term,  u  mope  expreffire  of  the  Hebrew?  and  as  being 

perfcdly  analogous  to  Englifli  grammar. 
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M  impioufly *j and  return  unto  thee,  with  all  their  heart  and  with  all  their  foul,  48 
**  in  the  land  of  their  enemies,  who  had  led  them  away  captives ;  and  fhall  pray  to 
“  thee,  toward  their  own  land  which  thou  gaveft  to  their  forefathers ;  toward  the 
**  city  which  thou  haft  chofen,  and  the  houfe  which  I  have  builded  to  thy  name : 
u  then  hear  thou,  in  thy  dwelling-place,  the  heavens,  their  prayer  and  fupplication;  49 
“  and  fupport  their  caufe ;  and  forgive  thy  people  what  fin  they  may  have  com-  50 
“  mitted  againft  thee,  and  all  their  tranfgreffions  by  which  they  may  have  offended 
u  thee  ;  and  move  the  companion  of  their  captivers,  that  they  may  have  pity  on 
M  them ;  for  they  are  thin?  own  people  and  thine  own  heritage ;  whom  thou  51 
“  brought  eft  out  of  Egypt,  from  the  midft  of  an  iron  furnace. 

M  Thus  may  thine  eyes  be  open  to  the  fuppfication  of  thy  fervant,  and  to  the  5a 
M  fupplication  of  thy  people,  the  Ifraelite3 ;  fo  as  to  liften  to  them  for  whatfoever 
44  they  invoke  thee :  fince  them  thou  haft  Separated  from  all  the  nations  of  the  53 
44  earth,  to  be  thine  own  heritage ;  as  thou  fpokeft  through  the  mediation  of 
u  thy  fervant  Mofcs,  on  thy  bringing  our  forefathers  out  of  Egypt*  O  ||  Lord 

«GoDir 

When  Solomon  had  made  an  end  of  praying  all  this  prayer  and  fupplication  to  54 
the  Lord,  he  arofe  from  before  the  altar  (from  kneeling  on  his  knees  with  his 
hands  fpread  out  toward  heaven),  and  ftood  up,  and  bleiled  the  whole  affembly  of  55 
Ifrael,  faying  1  44  Bleffed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  given  reft  to  his  people,  accord-  56 
*  ing  to  all  that  he  promifed :  not  one  word  hath  failed  of  all  his  gracious  promife, 
u  which  he  made  through  the  mediation  of  his  fervant  Mofes.  May  the  Lord,  57 
44  our  God,  be  with  us,  as  he  was  with  our  forefathers:  may  he  never  leave  us  nor 
w  fbrfake  us.  May  he  incline  our  hearts  toward  him,  that  we  may  walk  in  all  his  58 
**  ways,  and  obferve  his  commandments,  his  ftatutes,  and  his  decrees ;  which  he 
“  gave  in  charge  to  our  forefathers.  And  may  thefe  my  words,  by  which  I  have  59 

made  fupplication  before  the  Lord,  be  nigh,  day  and  night,  to  the  Lord,  our 
44  God  ;  that  he  may,  at  all  feafonable  times,  fupport  the  caufc  of  his  fervant,  and 
44  the  caufe  of  his  people,  the  Ifraelites:  that  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  may  know,  60 
“that  the  Lord,  and  none  elfe,  is  God. — Let  your  hearts,  then,  be  perfedly  61 
“  with  the  Lord,  out  God  5  fo  as  to  walk  by  his  ftatutes,  and  obferve  his  com- 
44  mandments  ;  as  at  this  day.” 

Then  king  f  Solomon,  with  all  the  Ifraelites,  offered  facrifices  before  the  Lord.  62 
— The  eucharifldc  facrificc,  which  Solomon  offered  to  the  Lord,  was  twenty-two  63 
thoufand  beeves,  and  an  hundred  and  twenty  thouiand  fheep. — Thus  the  king, 

VARIOUS  READING*. 

V.  53.  B  I  hare  followed  the  ant.  vv.  and  our  common  tranflation.  Hie  prefent  text  has  my-hrdv  the 
LdSJ>t  or,  as  forae  wouldTeader,  vy-hrd  Jehovah.  See  c.  R.— V.  6a.  f  ni.  arab.  and  4  mss. 

exflahatobt  rotes. 

V.  51.  jtm  inmfamaut  U  the  hankft  flrrcry.  See  the  V.  ja.  Thu  is  the  conclufion  of  the  whole  prayer,  and 

note  oa  Dent.  4.  so*  ftiould  not  he  coflac&cd  with  ver.  jr.  See  C.  ft. 
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64  with  all  the  [|  children  of  Ifrael,  dedicated  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.— On  that  day, 
the  king  hallowed  the  whole  area  of  the  court,  that  was  before  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  :  for  there  he  offered  holocaufts,  and  donatives,  and  die  fat  of  the  euchariftic 
facrifices ;  becaufe  the  braaen  altar,  that  was  before  the  Lord,  was  too  final!  tp  re- 

65  ceive  all  the  holocaufts  and  donatives,  and  fat  of  the  euchariftic  facrifices. — On.  this 
occasion  Solomon  with  aU  the  Ifraelites  (a  great  affemblage,  from  the  entrance  into 
Hamath  unto  the  river  of  Egypt)  kept  a  feftival,  before  the  Lord,  g  our  God,  * 

66  feven  days,  and  feven  days ;  fourteen  days.  On  the  eighth  day,  he  difmiffed  the 
people;  who  thanked  the  king,  and  went  unto  their  homes  joyful  and  glad  in  heart, 
for  all  the  good  which  the  Lord  had  done  for  his  fervanc  David,  and  for  his 
people  the  Ifraelites, 

§  9.  The  Lord  appearetb  again  la  Salomon^  &c. 

1  IT  was  after  Solomon  had  completed  the  building  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  king’s  houfe,  and  whatfoever  rife  was  Solomon’s  with  and  pleafure  to  do ; 

*  that  the  Lord  appeared  to  Solomon,  a  fecond  time :  as  he  had  formerly  appeared  to 

3  him  at  Gibeon,  And  the  Lord  laid  to  him  :  “  I  have  heard  thy  prayer,  and  thy 
“  fupplication,  which  thou  haft  made  before  mej'f  that  thou  haft  prayed  for,  I 
u  have  granted  ; }  this  houfe,  which  thou  haft  builded,  I  have  hallowed ;  to  be  ever 
44  called  by  my  name;  and  mine  eyes  and  mine  heart  fhall,  at  all  times,  be  there. — 

4  “  And  if  thou  wilt  walk,  before  me,  as  thy  father  David  walked;  with  a  fincere  and 
44  upright  heart ;  fo  as  to  do  according  to  all  that  I  have  commanded  thee  ;  f  and 

5  44  wilt  obferve  my  ftatutes  and  decrees :  then  will  I  for  ever  eftablifh  thy  royal 
“  throne  over  Ifrael,  as  I  promifed  to  thy  father  David,  faying  :  4  Some  one  of  thy 

6  44  pofterity  fhall  never  foil  to  be  on  the  throne  of  IfraeL* — f  But,  if  J|  ye,  or  your 
u  children,  |  turn  away  from  following  me,  and  will  not  obferve  my  command- 
44  ments  f  and  my  ftatutes,  which  J I  have  |  fet  before  you  ;  but  go  and  ferve  other 

7  44  gods  and  worfhip  them  ;  then  will  I  cut  off  the  Ifraelites  out  of  the  land  which  I 
44  have  given  to  them ;  and  this  houfe,  which  I  have  hallowed  to  mine  own  name, 
41  I  will  caft  out  of  my  fight;  and  Ifrael  fhall  be  a  by-word,and  fubjeifc  of  derifion, 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  63.  J  al.  bcufe. — V.  65.  D  wanting  in  S7R.  arab.  Ib,  %  at  the  houfe  which  he  had  bwlded ;  eating  and  drinking 
and  rejoicing,  before  the  Lord,  svp.  bat  wanting  in  compl.  CH.  EL  v»  3.  f  sep. — Y *  4.  +  sef.  syr,  vulc, 
arab.  and  2  mss.— V*  6.  +  sep.  syr.  vulg.  arab.  and  15  mss.  and  3  printed  editions.  See  c.  a.  lb.  |  That, 
or  thy  children,  ARAB.  SecC.R.  Ib.  f  SEP.  AYR.  ARAB,  with  4  MSS.  See  c.  R.  Ib.  11  MofeS)  SEP. 

explanatory  rotes. 

V.  6c.  Seven  dajt>  and  feven  doyt,  fire.  The  fiift  feven  the  twenty-third  day  of  the  month.  See  c.  A. 

were  affigned  to  the  dedication  of  the  temple;  the  other  Ch.  h.  ver.  3.  Mhu  eyct  and  mine  heart;  i  e.  mf  provi- 

ftven  to  the  celebration  of  the  fcftiral  of  booths.  See  c.  a.  dencc  and  good  wifl.  1  have  retained  the  Hebraiim. 

and  comp.  2  Chron.  7.  8.  V,  7.  /  ‘and  cqft  cut  of  myjtght;  i.  e.  I  will  pay  bo  more 

V.  66.  On  the  eighth  day;  i,  e.  countiDg  from  the  firft  day  regard  to  it.  Comp.  ver.  3. 

of  the  iaft  feven;  which  we  learn  from  2  Chron.  7.  10.  was 

173  44  among 


IFtram  difpUaJtd  with  bis  Reward,  I  KINGS.  IX. 


Cities  rebuilt  by  Salomon. 


“  among  all  the  peoples  around:  and  this  hcrufe  {hail  be  laid  in  the  dirt :  every  one  8 
u  who  fhail  pafs  by  it,  will  be  aAonUhed ;  and  will  fneer,  and  lay:  1  Why  hath  the 
“  Lord  done  fo,  to  this  land  and  this  houfe  V  And  the  anfwer  will  be :  *  Becaufe  9 
u  they  forfook  the  Loro,  their  God*  who  had  brought  their  forefathers  out  of  the 
u  land  of  Egypt  * }  and  attached  themfeives  to  other  gods,  and  worlhipped  them : 

"  for  that  caufe  hath  the  Lord  brought  upon  them  all  this  evil  f 

§  10.  MlfceUaneous  AmcdoteSy  relative  to  the  foregoing  Period \ 

AT  the  end  of  the  twenty  years,  in  which  Solomon  builded  thofe  two  houfea,  10 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  the  king’s  houfe  j  as  Hiram,  the  king  of  Tyre,  had  u 
furnilhed  Solomon  with  cedar-trees  and  fir-trees,  and  with  gold,  according  to  his 
wilh  j  the  king  gave  to  Hiram  twenty  cities,  in  the  land  of  Galilee.  But  when  i% 
Hiram  came  from  Tyre  to  fee  the  cities  which  Solomon  had  given  to  him,  they 
pleafed  him  not :  and  he  faid:  M  What  fort  of  cities  are  thefe,  my  brother,  which  13 
“  thou  haft  given  to  me  ?”  And  he  called  them  the  land  of  Chabul ;  which  name 
they  bear  at  this  day, — Now  Hiram  had  fent  to  king  f  Solomon  an  hundred  and  14 
twenty  talents  of  gold. 

Now  Solomon,  for  the  building  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  his  own  houfe,  15 
and  Milo,  and  the  wall  of  Jerufalem,  and  Hazor,  and  Megido,  and  Gezer  (for  Pha-  16 
raoh  the  king  of  Egypt  had  come  up  and  taken  Gezer,  and  burned  it  with  fire,  and 
flain  the  Chanaanites  who  dwelled  in  the  city,  and  given  it  as  a  dowry  to  his 
daughter  Solomon’s  wife*  when  Solomon  rebuilded  Gezer),  and  nether  Retho-  17 
ron,  and  Baalath,  and  Thadmor  in  the  wildernefs  in  the  land  f  of  Zoba ;  |  18 
and  all  the  ftore-cities  that  belonged  to  Solomon,  and  cities  for  his  chariots,  19 
and  cities  for  his  cavalry ; — whatfoever  Solomon  wifhed  to  build,  either  at 
Jerufalem,  or  in  Lebanon,  or  in  any  other  part  of  his  dominions — 4*  ke  20 
raifed  a  levy  |  from  among  all  the  people  that  remained  of  the  Amorites,  Hethites, 
Pherexites,  •  Hevites  and  Jebufites  ;  *  who  were  not  of  the  children  of  lfrael ; 
but  the  pofterity  of  thofe  Cbanaanites%  who  were  left  in  the  land,  and  whom  the  21 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  9.  *  from  a  fate  tf fervkudt,  skp.  Ib.  »  In  sep.  follow?  here  ver.  24.  It  is  of  little  importance  whether 
it  be  placed  here  or  there. — V.  14.  f  sep-  svr.  vdlg.  arab. — V.  18.  f  From  a  Chroo.  8.  3.  See  c.  r.— 
Y.  2a.  f  traofpofed  from  ver.  15.  for  the  fake  of  connection,  as  evidently  referring  to  this  verfe.  Ib.  *  Cha- 

naatutej,  mp.  lb.  *  Gargafttsy  sRp. 

MPUUTOti'  HOTES. 

V.  8,  Shall  be  laid  in  the  dtrt.  For  this  rendering,  which  Greek  ttsmflator  read  another  word;  which  might  be  ren- 
arifes  from  changing  only  the  Maforetic  pan&uatiou,  fee  dcred  border-last^.  But  lee  c.  a. 

c.  x.  The  text,  ask  is  now  pointed,  runs  literally  thus.:  V.  15.  This  and  the  eight  following  verier  are  found  in 

And  this  hoof  Jhall  be  highs  every  oruf  8te.  The  parallel  the  Vatican  copy  of  the  Greek  verb  on  after  ver.  22.  of 
place  in  Chroo.  has  this  houfe  vrbieb  tuas  high  1  every  one —  ch.  X.  In  my  trmniktioo,  the  firft  member  of  the  wrriji  is 
which  mends  not  the  matter  much.  traoJpofed  for  the  lake  of  connexion  to  ver.  ao  j  to  which 

V.  1  j».  The  laud  of  Chabul.  I  have  not  tranflited  the  it  evidently  muft  be  referred. 

Hebrew  word,  becaufe  1  am  ignorant  of  its  meaning.  The 


children 


Scbmon  ItuUeth  a  Ship. 


I  K  I  N  O  S*  X«  Tk*  9®*®  tfsbttei  vyu, 

children  of  Ifrael  had  not  been  able  to  exterminate — upon  thde  Solomon  hud  a 

22  tribute  of  fervitude,  unto  this  day. — But  of  the  children  of  Brad  Solomon  triad?  no 
Daves :  they  were  his  foldiers,  and  fervants ;  his  chieftains,  and  captain*;  .his  cha- 

23  rioteers,  and  horfemen . — f  Now,  the  chief  overfeers  of  Solomon’s  works  were  |  five 
hundred  and  fifty,  who  directed  the  people  who  laboured  in  the  work. 

24  It  was  when  Pharaoh’s  daughter  removed  from  the  city  of  David  unto  the  houfe 
that  +  Solomon  had  builded  for  her  j  that  he  huilded  Mila. 

25  Three  times  in  the  year  Solomon  offered  holocaufb  and  euchartftic  facrifices 
upon  the  facrifice-altaXj  which  he  had  conftruded  to  the  Lord;  and  caufed  inc?qfr 
to  be  burned  on  that  altar  which  was  before  the  Lord. 

26  When  his  building  was  finished,  Solomon  made  a  fhip  at  Ezion-geber,  which 

27  is  by  Eloth,  on  the  Red  Sea,  in  the  land  of  Edom ;  and,  in  this  (hip,  Hiram  fent, 

28  with  the  fervants  of  Solomon,  his  own  fervants,  who  were  ikilful  mariners.  And 
they  went  to  Ophir,  and  thence  fetched  gold ;  four  hundre'd  and  twenty  talents.; 
which  they  brought  to  king  Solomon. 

§  ix«  The  $ueen  of  Sktba's  Vifii  to  Solomon,  Ac. 

1  WHEN  the  queen  of  Sheba  heard  of  the  fame  of  Solomon  (||  through  the  name 

2  of  the  Lord),  fhe  came  to  try  him  with  hard  queftions.  And  fhe  entered  Jen*, 
falem  with  a  very  great  retinue ;  with  camels  bearing  fpicea,  and  a  great  quantity  of 
gold  and  precious  Hones.  And  when  fhe  was  introduced  to  f  king  Solomon,  fhe 

3  propofed  to  him  all  that  was  in  her  mind.  And  Solomon  folved  all  ha*  queftions: 

4  there  was  nothing  hidden  from  the  king ;  he  told  her  every  thing. — Now,  when 
the  queen  of  Sheba  had  feen  all  the  wifdom  of  Solomon ;  the  houfe  which  he  had 

3  budded,  the  food  of  his  table,  the  flation  of  his  fervants,  the  attendance  of  his  mi- 
nifters  with  their  robes,  his  cup-bearers  •,  and  his  manner  of  going  up  to  the  houfe 

T1RIOP4  HEADING  a. 

V.  23.  f  vulG.  arab.  and  6  us9.  Ib.  y  three,  p.  p.  2  Chron,  8. 10.  The  whole  verfe  is  wanting  in  s£p,  vat. 
and  ALD.~ V.  24.  f  9TR.  VULG.  ARAB.  CH.  X.  VCT.  I.  []  W,  5BP.  SYR.  ARAB.  W,  CHALD.  VVLG.  The 
whole  parenthefis  is  wanting  in  r.  p.  2  Chron.  9.  1.— V,  2.  -f  ste,  vdlg.  with  30  mss.  and  (even!  bd,— 
V.  5.  *  with  tbdr  robeiy  str*  and  p.  p.  2  Chron.  y.  4. 


EXPLANATORY  BOTES. 


V.  13.  In  ch.  v,  ver.  id.  the  number  of  chief  ovtrfcera 
is  faid  to  be  J!40o$  in  a  Chron.  1  j.  18-  3600;  m  a  Chron, 
8.10.350.  How  reconcile  all  this?  Indeed,  the  numbers, 
not  only  here,  but  in  various  other  parts  of  the  Hebrew 
Scripture*,  fnch  as  we  now  hare  them,  art  totally  irrecon. 
ctkahlc  and  inconflftent,  See  C.  a* 

V.  94.  This  vrrfie  is  in  the  Greek  placed  at  the  end  of 
vcr.  9  j  but  without  any  mention  of  Mdo.  In  other  place 
it  kerns  awkwardly  introduced.  See  e.  x.  and  the  note  on 
cb.  xu  wr.  97. 


V.  25.  This  verfe  feems  alfo  out  of  its  place :  I  would 
place  it  at  the  end  of  ch.  vriL  or  after  cb.  ix.  ver.  p. 

V.  AJhip*  So  the  Greek  verfioa,  agreeably  to  the 
Original.  (Alien  render  aJUa.  See  c.  a. 

V,  38.  Ophir.  About  thedifputed  fit  nation  of  this  place, 
fee  c.  a. 

Ch.  x.  rcr,  1.  The  <putn  of  Sheba*  Now  Marib,  in  the 
mod  eaftero  part  of  Arabia.  See  the  map. 

Ib.  Hard  qitefiiom  ;  i.  e.  tiddler,  according  to  the  Oriental 
cuilom  of  thofe  days. 

Of 
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$ehnt<m’i  great  Riches. 


of  the  Lord— ihe  wa$  aftonifhed,  and  faid  to  the  king :  11  True  was  the  report,  6 
u  which  I  heard,  in  mine  own  land,  of  thine  a&s,  and  of  thy  wifdom !  That  report,  7 
“  however,  I  did  not  believe,  until  I  came,  and  faw  with  mine  own  eyes ;  when, 
w  lot  the  half  (I found)  had  not  been  told  to  me:  thy  wifdom,  and  thy  greatnefs, 

K  furpafs  the  report  which  I  had  heard !  Happy  thy  []  men !  happy  thefe  thy  fer-  8 
**  vants  !  who  conftantly  attend  thee,-  and  hear  thy  wifdom.  Bleffed  be  the  Lord,  9 
“  thy  Goo,  who  has  been  pleafed  to  fet  thee  upon  the  throne  oflfraehthe  Lord, 
u  through  his  everlafting  love  to  Ifrael,  hath  appointed  thee  king,  to  exercife  equity 
“  and  juftice!” — She  then  gave  to  king  f  Solomon  an  hundred  and  twenty  talents  ro 
of  gold,  a  great  ftore  of  fpices,  and  precious  ftones:  there  came  no  more  fuch 
abundance  of  fpices,  as  the  queen  of  Sheba  gave  to  king  Solomon. — On  the  other  13 
hand  Solomon  gave  to  the  queen  of  Sheba  whatfoever  fhe  deflred  and  afked;  befide 
what  he  gave  to  her,  as  his  own  royal  donation.— So  ihe  returned,  and  went  to  her 
own  Country ;  ihe  and  her  fervants.  | 

The  fame  ihip  of  Hiram’s  that  brought  gold  from  Ophir,  brought  alfo  from  11 
Ophir  great  plenty  of  al  mug- wood,  and  precious  ft  ones.  Of  the  aim  tig-wood,  the  12 
king  made  a  baluftrade  for  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  king’s  houfe  ;  alfo 
harps  and  pfalteries  for  the  fingers;  fuch  almug-wood  hath  not  come,  nor  been 
feen,  unto  this  day. 

Now  the  weight  of  gold,  that  thus  came  in  to  Solomon  in  one  year,  was  fix  14 
hundred  and  fixty-ftx  talents  of  golds  exclufive  of  what  he  drew  from  the  miners,  15 
and  from  the  traffic  of  the  fpic e-merchants,  and  from  all  the  kings  of  Arabia,  and 
the  governors  of  the  land. — Of  all  this  king  Solomon  made  two  hundred  fhields  of  16 
pure  gold  ;  each  fhield  containing Tix  hundred  fhekels  of  gold;  and  three  hundred  17 
fmaUer  fhields  of  pure  gold  ;  each  fhield  containing  three  minas  of  gold.  Thefe 
Jbields  he  placed  in  the  houfe  of  the  foreft  of  Lebanon,' — The  king  alfo  made  a  18 
great  throne  of  ivory,  which  he  overlaid  with  the  pureft  gold.  The  throne  had  fix  19 
fteps ;  and  the  top  of  the  throne,  behind,  was  round.  On  each  fide  of  the  feat- 
place  was  an  ann-ftay;  and  by  the  arra-ftays  flood  two  lions;  and  upon  the  fix  20 
fteps,  on  the  one  fide  and  on  the  other,  flood  twelve  lions :  the  like  had  not  been 
made  in  any  kingdom. — All  the  drinking  vefiels  of  king  Solomon  were  alfo  of  ai 
gold ;  and  all  the  utenfrls  of  the  houfe  of  the  foreft  of  Lebanon  were  of  pure  gold : 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  8. 1  nmwa,  sep.  syr.  aeab.  Sc*  c.  bu — V.  io.  f  sYR. — V.  13.  +  tranfpofcd 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

V.  II.  Ophir  f  which  Jofcphus  calls  the  land  of  gold}  {up-  been  men  employed  to  fearch  in  ftreamlels  and  mountains 
poled  to  be  the  eaftern  more  of 'Africa.  Sec  c.  a.  for  pwtkkt  of  gold.  Pethap*  they  may  have  been  Jearchers 

lb.  Abmtg-vmd.  Suppofed  to  be  the  fandal  or fanial  tree,  in  another  fenfe ;  like  our  cuftnm-houfc  fcarchers.  Set  c.  k. 
Sec  c.  *.  V.  17.  Three  sdaa  ;  or  300  fiwkd*.  Comp,  a  Cbroa. 

V.  if.  M’tnem  lit.  f tar  tier j>  orfpUt.  I  take  it  to  have  9. 1 6. 
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by  bis  alien  Wtw. 


2a  none  of  filver;  which  in  the  days  of  Solomon  was  reckoned  of  no  value.  For  the 
king  had  at  fea  a  {hip  of  TharfhUh,  which,  with  a  (hip  of  Hiraais, went  once  m 
three  years  to  Tharihifli,  bringing  gold,  and  filver,  and  ivory,  and  apes,  and  pea¬ 
cocks. 

23  Thus  king  Solomon,  in  riches  and  wifdom,  exceeded  all  the  kings  of  the  earth; 

24  and  all  the  t  kings  of  the  |  earth  were  eager  to  fee  Solomon,  and  to  hear  his  wif- 

25  dom ;  which  Goo  had  put  into  his  mind:  and  every  one  of  them  brought  his 
prefent ;  utenfils  of  filver,  and  utenfils  of  gold  5  and  garments,  and  armour,  and 

26  fpices,  and  horfes,  and  mules ;  and  that,  year  by  year. —Thus  Solomon  colle&ed 
chariots  and  horfemen :  he  had  a  thou&nd  arid  four  hundred  chariots,  and  twelve 
thoufaod  horfemen ;  which  he  ftatibned  in  the  chariot-cities,  and,  with  himfetf,  at 

27  Jerufalera. — In  Jeriifalem,  the  king  made  filver  as  abundant  as  ftones;  and  cedars 

28  he  made  as  abundant  as  the  fycamores  in  the  vale. — Now  horfes,  for  Solomon,  were 
chiefly  brought  from  Egypt ;  and,  particularly^  from  Koa.  The  king’s  agents  took 

29  them  from  Koa,  at  a  certain  price :  a  fet  of  chariot-horfes  were  purchafed  from 
Egypt,  for  fix  hundred  fhekels  of  filver}  and  a  Jingle  horie  for  a  hundred  and  fifty: 
at  the  fame  price  at  which  they  were  purchafed  for  all  the  kings  of  the  Hethites, 
and  for  all  the  kings  of  Syria. 

§  12.  Solomons  Perverjm,  and  Idolatry „ 

1  BUT  Solomon  loved,  befide  Pharaoh’s  daughter,  many  other  alien  women }  Mo- 

%  abites,  *  Ammonites,  Edomites,  £idonkna,  Hethites  * — of  the  nations,  of  whom 
the  Lord  had  faid  to  the  children  of  Ifraei ;  w  Ye  fhall  not  cohabit  with  them, 
u  nor  let  them  cohabit  with  you :  they  will  a  fibred  ly  turn  away  your  hearts  after 

3  u  their  own  gods — of  fuch  was  Solomon  enamoured.  He  had  feven  hundred 
principal  wives,  and  three  hundred  concubines :  and  his  wives  perverted  his  heart, 

4  Thus  it  was,  that,  when  Solomon  grew  old,  his  wives  turned  away  his  heart  after 
other  gods;  nor  was  his  heart  fo  perfectly  with  the  Lord,  his  God,  as  was  the 

.5  heart  of  his  father  David,  For  Solomon  went  after  Afhthaxoth,  the  goddefs  of  the 
Zidonians ;  and  after  f  Chamofh,  the  god  of  the  Moabites ;  |  and  after  ||  Moloch, 

6  the  idol  of  the  Ammonites. — Thus  Solomon  didevil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  14.  f  set.  STR.  partly  ARAB,  and  p.  p.  1  Chrtra.  9.  23.  Sec  c.  R,  CH.  XI.  ver.  1.  *  Syrians^  sbp, 
Ih.  *  and  jimeritff,  sip. — V,  5,  f  str.  arab.  See  c.  a.  Ib.  ]{  So  rightly  vulg.  The  rest,  Mikbsm.  Sec 

die  note  below,  and  c.  s. 


EXrUNATOAr  POT**. 

V,  28.  jfnd. .  .  from  Koa.  I  have  followed  the  mod  pro.  antient  veriwns  haw  Aftiebom .  But  this  fdol  is  called  every 
bable  interpretation  of  this  difficult  pafla^e.  The  render-  where  in  the  Pentateuch  or  Moksh;  and  fo  here, 

ing  in  our  vulgar  verfion,  <md  Unco  yarn,  «  unfopported  by  alfo,  in  the  next  verfe  but  one,  I  hare  therefore  uniformly 
any  tolerable  authority.  See  c.  a.  writteh  Me bob. 

Ch.  ri.  ver,  5.  Atdocb.  The  prefent  text  and  mo£  of  the 


Vot.  IL 
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went  not  fully  after  the  Lord,  like  his  father  David. — It  was  then,  that  Solomon  7 
builded,  on  the  hill  oppofite  to  Jerufalem,  an  altar  to  Chamoih  the  idol  of  Moab, 
and  to  Moloch  the  idol  of  the  children  of  Ammon,  The  fame  he  did  for  all  his  8 
alien  wives,  who  burned  incenfe,  and  facrificed  to  their  own  gods.  So  the  Lord  9 
was  wroth  with  Solomon,  becaufe  his  heart  was  turned  from  the  Lord,  the  God 
of  Ifrael,  who  had  twice  appeared  to  him,  and  had  exprelsly  commanded  him,  10 
not  to  go  after  other  gods ;  but  ||  he  obferved  not  |  that  which  the  Lord  had 
commanded.  Wherefore,  the  Lord  laid  to  Solomon:  **  Since  thus  thou  a&eft,  u 
4t  and  obferveft  not  my  covenant  and  my  ftatutes,  which  I  gave  thee  in  charge,  I 
“  will  afluredly  rend  from  thee  the  kingdom,  and  will  give  it  to  thine  own  fervant. 

“  In  thine  own  days,  however,  I  will  not  do  it,  for  the  fake  of  thy  father  David :  13 
“  out  of  the  hand  of  thy  fon  will  I  rend  it.  Yet,  thy  whole  kingdom  I  will  not  13 
a  rend  away  :  one  tribe  I  will  give  to  thy  fon,  for  the  fake  of  my  fervant  David ; 

“  and  for  the  fake  of  Jerufalem,  f  the  city  |  which  I  have  chofen.” 

So  the  Lord  ftirred  up,  for  an  adverfary  to  Solomon,  {  Hadar,  an  Edomite;  u 
who  was  of  the  feed  royal  of  Edom. — For,  when  David  invaded  Edom;  and  15 
while  Joab,  the  chief  captain  of  the  hoft,  after  he  had  fmitten  every  male  in 
Edom  (for  fix  months  Joab  remained  there  with  the  whole  army  of  Ifrael,  until  he  j6 
had  cut  off  every  male  in  Edom),  was  employed  in  burying  the  Gain ;  Hadar,  be-  17 
ing  yet  a  boy,  accompanied  by  certain  Edomites,  the  fervants  of  his  father,  fled 
toward  Egypt.  Setting  out  from  Midian,  they  went  to  Pharan ;  and  from  Pharan  18 
they  took  with  them  men  for  guides,  and  went  into  Egypt;  to  Pharaoh  king  of 
Egypt :  who  gave  him  [Hadar]  a  houfe,  appointed  him  viduals,  and  afligned  to 
him  a  trafl  of  land. — Hadar  Found  fo  great  favour  with  Pharaoh,  that  he  gave  19 
him,  for  a  wife,  his  own  wife’s  filler ;  the  After  of  Thahphenes  the  queen.  And  30 
the  fifter  of  Thahphenes  bore  to  him,  his  fon  Geuubath ;  whom  Thahphenes 
weaned  in  Pharaoh’s  houfe.  So  Genubath  was  brought  up  in  Pharaoh’s  houfe, 
among  the  fons  of  Pharaoh. — Now  when  Hadar,  in  Egypt,  heard  that  David  %\ 
had  flepc  with  his  forefathers ;  and  that  Joab,  the  chief  captain  of  the  hoft,  was 
dead;  Hadar  find  to  Pharaoh :  w  Let  me  depart,  that  I  may  go  to  mine  own  coun- 
u  try.”  But  Pharaoh  fold  to  him  :  u  What  haft  thou  wanted,  with  me ;  that,  lo  1  zi 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  fo.  B  sap.  and  this,  perhaps,  is  the  true  reading.  See  c.  R« — V.  13.  f  sap.  sra.  arad.— 

V.  14.  Q  al.  Hadad.  See  C.  a. 


ixplahatoit  noth, 

V.  la.  Otu  tribe;  1.  e.  the  great  tribe  of  Jodah,  including'  I  have  ufed  a  word  that  is  applicable  to  either.  Comp, 
the  Cauil  contiguou*  tribe  of  Benjamin.  Jofcphta  huiwo  »  Sam.  8. 14,  and  fee  c.  a. 

v  #  V.itf.  Joed*  In  1  Ciaon.  18.  ia.  it  is  not  7cab, 

V*  15.  When  Dsvtd  invaded  Edom*  The  prefent  He-  that  ia  {aid  to  hare  flam  the  Edomites.  Perhaps,  it  was 
nrew  text  has,  c vat  »  Edom.  The  Greek  ana  Syriic  ter-  after  this  Tiffany,  that  Joab  went  to  complete  the  daughter. 
£on tj  laid  vtaftcEdem;  which  ia  probably  the  true  reading.  V,  i(J.  Tbequee&r  i.e>  the  principal  wife,  orfuitana. 

178  w  thou 


endJSmtb  up 


I  KINGS*  XL  Enemee  agaUf  him, 

41  thou  defi reft  to  go  to  thine  own  country  V*  He  anfwered :  *  Nothing  t  howfo- 
“  ever,  let  me  go,  at  any  rate.”  ★ 

13  adverfary ||  Goo  ftirred  up  againft:  him  [Solomon];  namely,  Rezon 

24  Ben-Eliadah;  who,  having  fled  from  his  matter  Hadarezer,  lung  of  Zoba,  collected 
men  about  him,  and  became  the  chief  of  an  horde ;  who,  when  David  flew  th£ 
other  Zobitca,  went  to  Damafcus  and  dwelled  there;  and  g  made  Rezon  king  ofj 

25  Damafcus.  He  was  an  adversary  to  Ifrael  all  th e  remaining  days  of  Solomon ;  and 
an  abettor  of  the  mifehief  done  by  Hadar  3  who  being  made  king  of  |f  Edom,  in- 

a6  fefted  the  Iiraelites. — J eroboam  Ben-Nebat,  alfo,  one  of  Solomon’s  fervants  (whole 

27  mother’s  name  was  Zeroa,  a  widow-woman),  rebelled  againft  the  king :  and  the 
occaflon,  of  his  rebelling  againft  the  king,  was  Solomon’s  building  Milo,  and  re- 

28  pairing  the  breaches  of  the  city  of  his  father  David.  For  the  man,  Jeroboam,  being 
a  man  of  valour;  and  Solomon  ledng  him  to  be  a  youth  fit  for  bufmefs,  he  fet  him 

29  over  the  impofts  of  the  whole  houfe  of  Jofeph  *.  Now  it  happened,  that,  at  the 
rime  when  Jeroboam  was  going  thither,  from  Jerufalem,  he  was  met  on  the  way 
by  the  prophet  Ahiah,  a  Shilonite  *.  He  had  clad  himfelf  with  a  new  garment ; 

30  and  they  two  being  alone  in  the  fields,  Ahiah  laid  hold  on  the  new  garment  that 

31  was  on  him,  and  rent  it  into  twelve  pieces.  He  then  faid  to  Jeroboam :  w  Take 
i%  ten  pieces  for  thyfelf :  for  thus  faith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael :  *  I  will  rend 

3a  41  the  kingdom  out  of  the  hand  of  Solomon ;  and  will  give  ten  tribes  to  thee  (for. 


VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  22.  •  &>  Hadar  returned  to  bis  man  country,  sbp.  See  c.  R. — V.  23.  jj  the  Lord,  sep.  itr.  chald.  aeab. 
and  1  ms.  at  firfL— V.  24.  fl  So  snu  arab.  vulg.  The  rest,  reigned.  See  c.  R.— V.  25.  B  So  sep.  str. 
arab.  and  3  mgs.  The  rest,  Aram,  i,  e.  AJfyria.  Sec  c.  R.—V.  28,  *  There  is  here,  though  ftrangely  mif* 
placed,  2  curious  addition  in  sep.  Rom.  and  ALD.  which  I  fubjoin :  And  he  budded  for  Salomon,  8artra 
fZerida );  where  be  bad  thirty  horfe-chariots.  He  alfo  braided  the  citadel,  and  endofed  the  city  of  David  out  of 
the  intpofs  of  the  houfe  of  Ephraim  :  but,  ojpiring  at  royalty ,  and  Solomon  feeling  to  HU  him ,  he  was  afraid,  and 
fed  to  Sufdk  ting  of  Egypt  t  vdth  whom  he  remained  unto  the  death  of  Solomon.  And  Sufak  gave  to  Jeroboam , 
for  a  wife,  Ana  the  elder  fflet  of  hie  own  wife  Tbeiemina  t  Jbe  was  high  among  the  royal  women and  fie  bore  to 
Jeroboam  bis  Jim  Abiah.  See  c.  R,— V.  2p.  *  who  took  him  afide  from  the  way,  SEP. 


explanatory  notes. 


V.  Rrxon.  He  u  fuppofed  to  be  the  (amc  with  Hor¬ 
ton,  mentioned  in  15. 18. — This  verfc  and  the  tvra  following 
verio  are  in  moft  Greek  copies  after  vct.  14.  Sec  c,  a. 

V.  24-  Slew  the  other  Zebites.  In  l  be  text  there  is  few 
them:  but  by  them  u  evidently  meant  the  other  Zofcatesj  not 
the  horde  who  fled  with  Rezon  to  Damafcus, 

V.  38.  Set  him  over  the  imfejk,  &c,  He  was  made  go- 
vemor  and  collector  of  the  taxes  that  were  railed  chiefly  in 
the  tribes  of  Ephraim  and  Manafleh,  to  carry  on  the  new 
buildings  of  Solomon:  which  taxes  were  doubtlefs  odious  to 
the  people,  especially  to  the  houfe  of  Jofcph;  who  were  na¬ 
turally  jealous  of  Lhc  tribe  of  Judah,  and  had  always  a  great 
influence  over  the  other  northern  tribes.  Jeroboam  would 


take  occafion,  from  his  filiation  among  them,  to  alienate 
them  from  Solomon ;  and  thus  pave  the  way  to  royalty.  If 
the  addition  in  the  Greek  verfion  be  genuine,  which  I  am 
inclined  to  believe,  it  throws  confiderable  light  00  the  fub- 
jeft.  See  C-  s, 

V.  20.  He  bad  dad,  &c-  Who  ?  Jeroboam  or  the  pro¬ 
phet?  for  according  to  the  text  it  may  be  either.  The  Greek 
verfion,  indeed,  has  Abiab  was  dad:  and  fo  the  Syriac-  The 
Vulgate  alfo  refers  it  to  him.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
h  was  Jeroboam's  garment  that  was  tom  in  pieces:  perhaps 
the  robe  of  his  new  office.  However,  J  have  left  my  trauf- 
Utioa  in  the  lame  ambiguity  with  the  original.  See  c.  a. 
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44  ||  one  fhall  remain  with  him,  for  the  fake  of  my  fervant  David ;  and  for  the  fake 
“  of  Jerufaletn,  the  city  which  I  have  chofen  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael) ;  be-  33 
“  cauffe  |j  he  hath  forfaken  me,  and  hath  worlhipped  Afljtharoth  the  goddefs  of  the 
u  Zi  don  tans ;  Chamofh,  the  god  of  the  Moabites ;  and  Moloch,  the  god  of  the 
41  children  of  Ammon:  and  hath  not  walked  in  my  ways;  fo  as  to  do  what  is  right 
u  in  mine  eyes,  and  to  obferve  my  ftatutes  and  decrees,  like  his  father  David.  Yet,  34 
w  out  of  his  own  hand  I  will  not  take  any  part  of  the  kingdom :  all  the  days  of  his 
“  own  life,  1  will  keep  him  prince,  for  the  fake  of  my  fervant  David,  whom  I 
“  favoured ;  becaufe  he  obferved  my  commandments  and  my  ftatutes  :  but  out  of  35 
44  his  fon  s  hand  I  will  take  the  kingdom  ;  and  give  ten  tribes  of  it  to  thee :  to  his  36 
“  fon,  however,  I  will  give  ||  one  tribe,  that  my  fervant  David  may  ever  have  a 
“  lamp,  burning  before  me,  in  Jerufalcmj  which  I  have  chofen,  to  be  called  by  my 
4C  name. — As  for  thyfelf,  1  will  give  thee  dominion  to  thy  utmoft  wifh :  thou  fhalt  37 
14  be  king  over  IfraeL  And,  if  thou  wilt  hearken  to  all  that  1  command  thee j  and  38 
44  wilt  walk  in  my  ways,  and  wilt  do  what  is  right  in  mine  eyes ;  fo  as  to  obferve 
44  my  ftatutes  and  my  commandments,  as  did  my  fervant  David  j  then  will  1  be 
w  with  thee,  and  will  build  for  thee  a  fure  houfe,  as  I  did  for  David ;  ||  for  to  thee 
“  will  I  give  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  j  and,  for  that  purpofe,  will  I  afflict  the  feed  of  39 

11  David ;  but  not  for  ever  j,” - On  this,  Solomon  fought  to  put  Jeroboam  to  40 

death :  but  Jeroboam  arofe  and  fled  to  Shifhak,  king  of  Egypt ;  and  remained  in 
Egypt,  unto  the  death  of  Solomon.— Now,  the  reft  of  Solomon’s  hiftory  j  all  his  41 
deeds,  and  all  his  wifdom,  axe  written  in  the  chronicles  of  Solomon. — The  rime  that  42 
Solomon  reigned,  at  Jerufalem,  overall  Ifrael,  was  forty  years.  And  Solomon  flept  43 
with  his  forefathers,  and  was  buried  in  the  city  of  David,  his  father  *  and  his  fon 
Rehob  earn  reigned  in  his  ftead. 

§  1 3.  The  irusufpicious  Reign  of  Rchoboam,  and  the  Revolt  of  Ten  Tribes* 

REHOBOAM  went  to  Sichem:  for  to  Sichem  all  the  Ifraelites  had  come  to  1 
make  him  their  king. — Now,  when  Jeroboam  Ben-Nebat,  who  was  in  Egypt,  whi-  a 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  30.  |  twoj  sep.  and  this  may  be  the  true  reading.  It  Is  certain  that  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  remained  in  the 
jtoflelLon  of  Solomon’s  pofterity,  as  weJl  as  the  tribe  of  Judah :  but  being  a  (mail  tribe,  it  might  be  here 
included  in  the  greater.  See  c.  r.— -V.  33.  JJ  So  m»  str.  arab.  me.  and  5  mss.  The  rest ,tbry.  See  c.  r. 

— V,  3<S.  fl  tw,  sep. — V,  38,  U  All  this  is  waiting  In  sep.  vat.  and  aid.  See  c.  a* 

K  irtAFATO  RT  WOTS*. 

V.  34*  part  of  the  kingdom.  That  thli  u  the  true  V.  38.  A furt  houfe:  i.  e.  a  firm  and  lafting  eftabUfhment, 

swatting,  1®*  c*  R.  _  with  a  perpetual  pofterity. 

V  |6,  A  Jaiap:  L  e.  ^  fane  one  of  his  pofterity:  which,  Ch.  xu.  ver.  I.  To  auJte  bits  their  king:  i.  e.  upon  cer* 
being  extinguilhcd,  is  Hkencd  to  an  extiuguithed  lamp,  or  tain  conditions.  By  the  Ifraelites  are  here  meant  the  boufeef 
.4xaX,  Comp.  ch.  13, 4.  and  a  Sam.  17.  7.  Joftph  and  the  other  tribes conneited  with  them. 

1 80  ther 
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from  Rehoboam. 


ther  he  had  fled  from  the  prefence  of  Solomon,  had  heard  rf  Solomon's  deaiby  he 

3  had  returned  from  Egypt  *.  Him  they  fent  for,  and  invited  to  the  affemhfy.-So 
Jeroboam,  with  the  whole  aflembly  of  Ifraelites,  came  and  fpoke  to  Rehoboam, 

4  faying :  u  Thy  father  made  our  yoke  burthenfome :  now,  therefore,  make  them 
w  lighter  the  hard  fervice,  and  the  heavy  yoke,  which  thy  father  put  upon  U9j  apd 

5  44  we  will  ferve  thee.”  He  faid  to  them :  **  Depart  yet  for  three  days :  then  come 

6  41  again  to  me;”  So  the  people  departed. — Meanwhile  king  Rehoboam  confulted 
with  the  old  men,  who  had  attended  his  father  Solomon,  while  he  waa  yet  alive; 

7  and  Add :  44  How  would  you  advife  me  to  anfwer  this  people  ?”  They  anfwered 
him,  faying ;  “  Ifj  to-day,  thou  wilt  be  a  fervant  to  this  people  and  ferve  theift ; 
4<  and,  in  thine  anfwer,  fpeak  good  words  to  them ;  then  will  they  be  thy  fervants 

8  44  ever  after.” — But  he,  negle&ing  the  advice  which  the  old  men  gave  him,  con¬ 
fulted  with  the  young  men,  who  had  grown  up  with  himfelf,  and  were  his  Own 

9  attendants ;  to  whom  he  faid :  44  How  would  ye  advife  me  to  anfwer  this  people, 
44  who  have  faid  to  me:  4  Make  lighter  the  yoke,  which  thy  father  put  upon  us*  V* 

10  The  young  men,  who  had  grown  up  with  him,  anfwered  him,  faying :  44  To  this 
44  people,  who  have  fpoken  to  thee,  laying :  4  Thy  father  made  our  yoke  heavy : 
44  make  thou  it  lighter  for  us;*  thou  muft  fay:  *  My  little  finger  is  thicker  than 

1 1  44  my  father’s  loins !  And  now,  whereas  my  father  loaded  you  with  a  heavy  yoke, 
44  I  will  make  your  yoke  heavier my  father  chaftifed  you  with  fcourges ;  but  I 

12  44  will  chaftife  you  with  feorpiona/”  So,  on  the  third  day,  when  Jeroboam  and 
all  the  people  came  to  Rehoboam,  as  the  king  had  appointed,  faying: 44  Come  again 

13  44  to  me,  on  the  third  day  ;**  the  king,  negle&ing  the  advice  which  the  old  men 

14  had  given  him,  anfwered  the  people  roughly;  and  fpoke  to  them  alter  the  advice 
of  the  young  men,  faying:  44  My  father  made  your  yoke  heavy;  I  will  make  it 
44  yet  heavier ;  my  father  chaftifed  you  with  fcourges  ;  but  I  will  chaftife  you  with 

x;  44  fcorpions.”  Thus,  the  king  liftened  not  to  the  people;  the  Lord  fo  ordaining 
it,  that  he  might  accomplifh  the  promife  which  he  had  made  to  Jeroboam  Ben- 

16  Nebat,  by  the  Shiloaite,  Ahiah, — When  all  the  Ifraelites  faw,  that  the  king  liftened 
not  to  them,  the  people  anfwered  the  king,  faying :  44  What  portion  have  we  in 
44  David  ?  what  inheritance  in  the  fon  of  Iihai  ?  To  your  own  homes,  O  Ifraelites  ! 
44  and,  David !  look  after  thine  own  houfe." — So  the  Ifraelites  departed  to  their 

VARIOUS  READING* 

CH.  XU.  v.  2.  #  and  gone  to  the  land  trf  Sarira  (Zerida)  in  mount  Ephraim  ;  and  thither  he  affembltd  the  whole 

tribe  of  Ephraim ,  sef.  rom.  and  ald.  See  c.  R. 

explanatory  notes. 

V,  a.  Had  returned  from  Egypt*  The  prefect  teat  has,  a  much  more  appropriate  metaphor:  but  the  Hebrew  word 

and  dwelled  in  Egypt:  but  the  parallel  place  in  2  "Chron,  in  the  prefent  text,  followed  by  all  the  other  verfions,  will 

ro.  a.  baa  retvnea from  Egypt.  And  fo  the  Vulgate  here,  not  bear  that  meaning, 

which  is  the  right  reading.  See  c.  b.  V,  12,  With  feorptess.  The  fcorpion..wis  a  cruel  engine 

V.  jo.  My  Utile fnger,  &c,  This  is  a  ftrange exaggeration,  of  pvnifhmenL  It  waa,  we  learn  from  Ephrsan,  a  long  bag 

The  Syriac  and  Arabic  vcrfwna  have  thumb inftead  of  Joins)  of  lea  ther  filled  withfand,and  UuckfhUoffpikcs.  Stcc.a. 
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own  homes:  but  as  for  thofe  children  of  Ifrael,  who  dwelled  in  the  cities  of  Judah,  17 
Rehoboam  reigned  over  them. — 7<?  appeafe  the  other  tfraelites ,  Rehoboam  fent  |  Add-  18 
niram,  who  was  over  the  tribute :  but  him  they  overwhelmed  with  (tones  until  he 
died ;  while  king  Rehoboam,  with  difficulty,  got  into  his  chariot,  and  fled  to  Jeru¬ 
falem. — Thus  the  Israelites  revolted  from  the  houfe  of  David,  and  remain  fo  unto  19 
this  day.  For  as  foon  as  all  the  Ifraelites  heard  that  Jeroboam  had  returned  *,  they  10 
fent,  and  invited  him  to  the  affembly  5  and  made  him  king  over  all  Ifrael :  none 
adhered  to  the  houfe  of  David,  but  the  tribe  of  Judah  *  only. 

When  Rehoboam  arrived  at  Jerufalem,  he  aflembled  the  whole  houfe  of  Judah,  21 
with  the  tribe  of  Benjamin ;  an  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  chofen  warriors,  to 
fight  againft  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  in  order  to  bring  back  the  kingdom  to  Rehoboam 
Ben-Solomon.  But  the  word  |  of  the  Lord  |  came  to  the  man  of  God,  Shemaiah;  22 
faying :  44  Speak  to  Rehoboam  Ben-Solomon,  king  of  Judah,  and  to  the  whole  13 
w  houfe  of  Judah  and  of  Benjamin,  and  to  the  remainder  of  the  people  of  the  other 
44  tribes ;  faying  \  *  Thus  laith  the  Lord  :  Ye  mull  not  go  to  fight  againft  your  24 
44  brethren,  the  children  of  Ifrael :  return  every  man  to  his  own  home  :  for,  from 
44  me  is  this  event.’  ”  They  obeyed  the  word  of  the  Lord  $  and,  according  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  defifted  from  going  to  war .  # 

§  14.  Hiftory  of  the  Reign  of  Jeroboam* 

JEROBOAM,  then,  builded  Sichem,  in  mount  Ephraim ;  and  dwelled  in  it.  25 
Thence  he  went,  and  builded  Pharuel, — Now  Jeroboam  laid, in  bis  own  mind:  26 
“  The  kingdom  may  yet  revert  to  the  houfe  of  David :  if  this  people  go  to  facrifice  27 
44  at  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  in  Jerufalem,  their  hearts  will  be  re4adined  to  their 
44  old  mafter,  to  Rehoboam  king  of  Judah:  hence  me  they  will  murder,  and  will  return 
44  to  Rehoboam  king  of  Judah.” — So  the  king  devifed*  and  made  two  golden  calves ;  28 
and  faid  to  |  the  people :  |  44  It  is  too  much  for  you  to  go  to  Jerufalem,  to  facrifice : 

41  behold  your  gods,  O  IfraeKtes !  who  brought  you  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.” — 

One  of  tbefe  he  placed  at  Bethel  j  and  the  other  he  placed  at  Dan :  and  this  was  an 

VARIOUS  KSAOINGe. 

V.  t8.  B  So  sep.  str.  asab.  and  fo  he  is  called  ch.  4.  6 ;  5.  14.  The  prefect  text,  with  chalc.  and  vulg. 
haa  Moram  or  Aduram.—V.  ao.  *  from  Egypt)  sep.  Ib.  »  and  of  Benjamini  sep. — V.  22.  fl  aL  of  God, 
See  c  r. — V.  34.  •  Here,  in  the  Roman  and  Aldine  editions  of  die  Septuagint,  there  are  about  50  verfes 
out  of  their  place,  with  conilderable  variations  from  the  prefect  text  ;  the  chief  of  which  I  have  marked 
in  their  proper  places,  Sec  c.  a. — V,  28.  fl  So  sep.  and,  equivalently,  syju  all  the  Ifraelitu,  The  rest, 

them. , 

SlflAltATOU  ROTBS. 

-V.  »3.  The  rewtohderj  &c.  Thai  ia,  fn<h  Israelites  aa  were  been  a  place  of  worfhip. — A  ad  the  Dsmites  bad  erc&cd  for 
not  wilting  to  make  a  leparatian;  but  ftill  adhered  to  the  their  own  tribe  a  molten  image  at  Dan.  Comp.  1  Sam.  10.3, 
We  of  iDand.  amUud.  18.  »g. 

¥w  29.  AS  Bethel . . .  and  at  Dan.  Bethri  had  long  before 
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occafion  of  finning :  for  the  people  went  to  facrijke  either  before  the  on/e  at  Bethel 9  or 

31  before  the  other  at  Dan,  He  alfo  erected  hill-chapels;  and  made  priefts  of  the 

3a  people  indifcriminately,  who  were  not  of  the  children  of  Levi. — Jeroboam,  more*- 
over,  held  the  feaft  <f  tabernacles  on  the  fifteenth  da y  of  the  eighth  month,  like  to 

33  the  feaft  that  is  holden  in  Judah :  and,  on  the  altar,  which  he  had  ere  fled  at  Bethel, 
he  offered  facri frees  to  the  calves  which  he  had  made ;  and  in  Bethel  he  placed  the 
priefts  of  the  hill-chapels  which  he  hadere&ed. — -Thus  he  offered  facrificcs,  upon  the 
altar,  which  he  had  ere3ed  in  Bethel,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  eighth  month ;  in 
a  month  which,  of  his  own  devifmg,  he  appointed  a  felHval  for  the  children  of 
Ifrael ;  and  offered  facrifices  upon  the  altar,  and  burned  incenfe. 

1  But,  while  Jeroboam  was  ftanding  by  the  altar,  to  bum  incenfe,  lo  1  there  came 

2  to  Bethel,  at  the  Lord's  command,  a  man  of  God,  out  of  Judah;  who  exclaimed 
againft  the  altar,  in  the  words  of  the  Lord,  laying :  44  Altar !  altar !  thus  faith  the 
44  Lord  :  4  Lo  \  to  the  houfe  of  David  (hall  be  horn  a  fon  (Jofiah  by  name),  who 
“  will  offer  upon  thee  the  priefta  of  thefe  hill-chapels;  and  upon  thee  ftiall  be  burned 

3  44  human  bones.’  ”  And  he  gave,  at  the  fame  time,  a  token ;  laying  :  44  This  is  the 
44  token  of  the  Lord’s  having  fpoken.  Lo !  the  altar  fhall  be  rent,  and  the  aihes, 

4  “  that  are  upon  it,  ftiall  be  fhed,” — When  king  Jeroboam  heard  this  exclamation  of 
the  man  of  God,  againft  the  altar  at  Bethel ;  he  put  forth  his  hand,  from  the  altar, 
faying :  “  Lay  hold  on  him but  the  hand,  which  he  had  put  forth  againft  him, 

3  became  ftiff;  fo  that  he  could  not  pull  it  in  again.  The  altar  was,  alfo, -rent,  and  thfc 
aihes  were  ftied  from  the  altar,  according  to  the  token,  which  the  man  of  God  had 

6  given,  in  the  words  of  the  Lord*  Then  the  long  requefted  the  man  of  God,  fay¬ 
ing  ;  44  Entreat,  I  pray  thee,  the  Lord,  thy  God  ;  and  pray  for  me ;  that  my  hand 
44  may  be  reftored  to  me.”  The  man  of  God  befought  the  Lord;  and  the  king’s 

7  hand  was  reftored,  and  became  as  it  was  before.  The  king  then  laid  to  the  man  of 
God  ;  44  Come  home  with  me,  and  refirefh  thyfelf ;  and  1  will  give  thee  a  reward.” 

3  But  the  man  of  God  faid  to  the  king :  44  Wert  thou  to  give  me  the  half  of  thine 
tt  boufe,  I  would  not  go  in  with  thee ;  nor  will  1  eat  bread,  or  drink  water,  in  this 

9  “  place ;  for  fo  it  was  commanded  me,  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  faying : 4  Neither 

10  44  eat  bread,  nor  drink  water ;  nor  return  by  the  fame  way  thou  fhalt  go.1” — So  he 
went  another  way,  and  returned  not  by  the  way  he  had  come  to  Bethel 

it  Now,  in  Bethel,  there  dwelled  an  old  prophet;  whofe  fons  had  gone  and  told 
him,  all  the  deeds  which  the  man  of  God  had,  that  day,  done  at  Bethel:  the  words, 

12  alfo,  which  he  had  fpoken  to  the  king,  they  told  to  their  father.  Their  father,  then, 
laid  to  them :  44  What  way  went  be  ?”  (for  hia  fons  had  feen  what  way  the  man  of 

13  God,  who  came  from  Judah,  had  gone.)  Again,  he  laid  to  his  fons :  44  Saddle  the 

EX  P  L  AN  AT  Oil  BOTE. 

V.  32.  On  tht  ffUenth  day  ef  the  eighth  month:  i.  e,  a  whole  month  later  than  the  diy  appointed  by  the  law  d  Moles. 

Comp,  ver,  33. 


Stem  Pumi/bmaa  of  X  KINGS.  XIII. 


a  difobcfieot  Prophtt, 


44  afs,  for  me.”  So  they  faddled  the  afs  for  him  ;  upon  which  he  rode,  and  went 
after  the  roan  of  God  5  whom  he  found  fitting  under  a  turpentine-tree.  He  faid  14 
to  him :  “  Art  thou  the  man  of  God,  who  cameft  from  Judah  ?**  44  I  am/’  faid  he. 
Then  faid  the  other  to  him:  44  Come  home  with  me,  and  eat  bread.”  He  anfwered:  || 
44  I  cannot  return  with  thee,  nor  enter  thine  houfe  ;  nor  will  I  eat  bread,  or  drink 
41  water,  in  this  place  :  for  I  have  an  exprefe  command  from  the  Lord,  faying :  17 
4t  4  Thou  {halt  neither  eat  bread,  nor  drink  water,  there ;  nor  {halt  thou  return  by 
u  the  way  thou  goeft/”  But  the  other  faid  to  him :  44 1,  too,  am  a  prophet,  as  thou  18 
44  art :  and  an  angel  fpoke  to  me,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  faying :  4  Bring  that 
44  prophet  back  with  thee,  unto  thine  houfe,  that  he  may  eat  bread,  and  drink  water.’  ” 
Thus  he  deceived  him,  and  |j  brought  him  back ;  J  and  he  ate  bread,  and  drank  19 
water,  in  his  houfe. — But,  while  they  were  fitting  at  the  table,  the  word  of  the  Lord  20 
came  to  the  prophet  who  had  brought  the  other  back  :  and  he  addrefied  the  man  21 
of  God,  who  had  come  from  Judah,  faying :  44  Thus  fiuth  the  Lord  :  4  Becaufe 
14  thou  haft  difobeyed  the  beheft  of  the  Lord,  and  haft  not  obferved  the  precept, 

44  which  the  Lord,  thy  God,  commanded  thee  ;  but  baft  come  back,  and  haft  22 
14  eaten  bread,  and  drunken  water,  in  a  place,  in  which,  it  had  been  faid  to  thee: 

44  4  Neither  eat  bread,  nor  drink  water f  thy  corpfe  lhall  not  come  into  the  fepukhre 
44  of  thy  forefathers/  ” — After  he  had  eaten  bread  and  drunken  +  water,  an  afe  was  23 
faddled  for  him  5  that  is ,  for  the  prophet  who  had  been  brought  back.  But,  when  24 
he  was  gone,  a  lion  met  him  on  the  way,  and  flew  him ;  hU  corpfe  was  call  down 
on  the  way,  and  the  afs  flood  by  it :  the  lion,  alfo,  flood  by  the  corpfe  :  when,  lo  !  25 
fome  men,  paffing  by,  faw  the  corpfe  caft  on  the  way,  and  the  lion  {landing  by  the 
corpfe :  thisihey  came  and  told,  in  the  city  where  the  old  prophet  dwelled :  which  26 
when  the  prophet,  who  had  brought  the  other  back,  heard,  he  £ud : 44  It  is  the  man 
44  of  God,  who  was  difobedient  to  the  charge  which  the  Lord  had  given  him  ; 

44  for  which  the  Lord  hath  delivered  him  to  a  lion,  who  hath  tom  him,  and  {bun 
44  him,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  that  was  by  me  announced  to  him.” —  27 
He  then  fpoke  to  his  Tons,  faying  :  44  Saddle  the  afs  for  me.”  They  faddled  :  and  28 
he-  went  and  found  the  coipfe  caft  on  the  way,  and  the  afs  and  the  lion  {land¬ 
ing  by  the  corpfe.  And  the  prophet  took  up  the  corpfe  of  the  man  of  God,  and  29 
laid  h  upon  the  afs,  and  brought  it  back :  and  the  old  prophet  came  to  the  city  to 
bemoan,  and  bury  him :  and  he  laid  his  corpfe  in  his  own  fepulchre,  and  mourned  30 
over  him,  laying  :  44  Alas  l  my  brother  I”  And  when  he  had  buried  him,  he  fpoke  31 
to  his  fons,  laying :  44  When  I  die,  then  bury  me  in  the  fepulchre,  in  which  the 
44  man  of  God  is  buried :  lay  my  bones  befide  his  bones :  *  for  the  denunciation,  32 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH,  XIU,  v.  19.  II  So  see,  vuLG.  which  I  dunk  the  true  reading.  The  rest,  vmt  bad  with  him.  See  e.  R. — 
V.  23.  f  s£p-  str.  and  1  ms.  The  Chau,  has  the  verbs  in  the  plural :  a/Ue  they  bad  eaten,  &c.  and  that 
may  be  the  true  reading.— V.  31,#  that  my  bentt  may  be  fafe ,  with  his*  See  C.  R.  and  comp,  a  Kings  23.  18. 

184  44  which, 


JemUamt  Meffo^e  to  Ahiah,  J  KINGS*  XIV. 


concerning  bis  fdt  Sou 


“which,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  he  made  againft  the  altar  at  Bethel,  and 
M  againft  all  the  hill- chape  Is  which  are  in  the  cities  of  Samaria,  will  allured  ly  come 
u  to  pafe.” 

33  Tet,  after  this  occurrence,  Jeroboam  returned  not  from  hia  evil  way  $  but 
continued  to  make  priefts  of  the  hill-chapels,  from  the  people  rodiferiminaxe- 
ly:  whofoever  was  willing,  him  he  initiated,  and  he  became  one  of  the  priefts 

34  of  the  hill-chapel*  This  brought  fuch  guilt  upon  the  houfe  of  Jeroboam,  as  to 
caufe  it  to  be  cut  of£  and  extirpated  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

1  At  that  time,  Abiah,  the  foil  of  Jeroboam,  fell  fick  * ;  and  Jeroboam  laid  to  his 

2  wife  *:  “  Arife,  I  pray  thee,  and  difguife  thyfelf,  that  thou  be  not  known  to  be 
*^the  wife  of  Jeroboam  ;  and  go  to  Shiloh,  where,  lo  !  there  is  the  prophet  Ahiah, 

3  “  who  told  me  that  1  fliould  be  king  oyer  this  people  5  and  take  with  thee  ten  loaves 
“  of  bread  *,  and  cakes  *,  and  a  pot  of  honey ;  |j  and  go  to  him,  that  he  may  tell 

4  u  thee  what  ihall  become  of  the  child.  |rt  Jeroboam’s  wife  did  fo :  fhe  arofe  and 
j|  went  to  Shiloh,  and  came  to  the  houfe  of  Ahiah*  Now  Ahiah  could  not  fee ;  for  hii 

5  eyes  were  fet,  through  age.  But  the  Lord  had  faid  to  Ahiah  :  Lo !  the  wife  of 
"  Jeroboam  cometh  to  confult  thee  about  her  fon,  who  is  Tick :  thus,  and  thus  (halt 

6  “  thou  fey  to  her :  for,  on  her  coming  in,  flie  will  feign  herfelfanother,” — So  as  foon 
as  Ahiah  heard  the  found  of  her  feet,  as  fhe  came  In  at  the  door,  he  laid :  **  Come 
u  in,  thou  wife  of  Jeroboam  I  Why  fagneft  thou  thyfelf  another?  for  to  thee  I 

7  “  have  a  hard  mefiage.  Go,  tell  Jeroboam :  Thus  feith  the' Lord,  tho  God 
“  of  Ifrael : *  Although  I  exalted  thee  from  among  the  vulgar,  and  made  thee  chief 

8  a  over  my  people  Ifrael ;  and  rent  the  kingdom  from  the  houfe  of  David,  and  gave 
“  it  to  thee ;  yet  thou  haft  not  been  like  my  fervant  David,  who  obferved  my 
“  commandments,  and  followed  me  with  his  whole  heart,  by  doing  that  only 

9  w  which  is  right  in  mine  eyes:  but  haft  done  evil  above  all  that  were  before  thee 5 

VARIOUS  readings. 

CH.  XTV.  ver.  I.  *  with  a  very  great  Jtcknc/s.  sfep.  Ib.  *  Am  s  “  Arlfe,  go  and  confult  God  about  the  child  j 
«  whether  be  will  outlive  this  ftckmfs  ?**  Now  there  was  a  matt  in  Bllloh,  tohoft  name  was  Abiabs,  a  man l  of 
fxly  years,  in  whom  was  the  word  of  Goi».  J erofoam,  therefore,  faid  to  bis  wife  .*  **  Arife,  and  take  with  the* 
«  loaves  ”  5fc.  SEP.  See  c.  R — V.  3.  •  for  the  man  of  GOD ,  sep.  Ib.  *  for  bis  children,  and  grapes ,  SEP. 
Ib.  wanting  in  sep^-V.  4.  J|  took  with  her  leaves,  and  two  cakes,  and  groper  and  a  pot  of  honey  for  Ahiah.  Now 
the  man  was  old  and  dim-ftghud.  And  while  Jbe  was  coming  into  the  city  to  Ahiah  the  ShUonite,  Ahiah  faid  to  his 
fervant :  “Go  and  meet  Am,  the  wife  of  Jeroboam,  and fay  to  her  .*  ‘  Come  in,  and Jl and  net  there )  for  thus faith  the 
«  LOUD  .•  I  fend  hardjhips  upon  tbee.* H  And  fhe  went  in  to  the  man  of  God  ;  and  Ahiah  feud  to  her  ;  «  IVhy  haft 
«  ffeu  brought  to  me  loaves,  and  grapes,  and  cakes,  and  a  pot  of  honey  t  ‘Thus faith  the  Lord  1  *  Lo  I  thou  art  going 
« me .  and  it  Jbali  be,  that  on  thine  entering  the  city,  thine  hand-maids  will  come  out  to  meet  thee,  and  fay  » 
«  The  child  is  dead;  and  the  child  jbali  be  moaned  thus  t  Alas  f  O  LORD  /  for  in  him  was  found  fame  good 
u  wth  refpeft  to  the  Lord V  M  set.  All  tfcefe  various  readings  from  ver.  1.  are  taken  from  the  Roman  edition 

of  the  sep.  See  c.  r. 

Vot.II.  18  j  Bb  “for 


The  Prophet  Bbiah  dmovnca  Evil  I  KINGS.  XIV.  agdnf  the  Houfe  of  Jeroboam. 


**  for  thou  haft  gone  and  made  to  thyfeJf  other  gods,  molten  idols*  to  provoke  mine 
“  indignation ;  and  haft  caft  me  behind  thy  back:  lo !  therefore,  I  will  bring  eyU  io 
*  upon  the  houfe  of  Jeroboam  ;  and  will  cut  off  the  whole  male  pofterity  of  Jero- 
w  bo  am,  liowfoever  fecurc  and  fequeftered  in  Ifrael ;  the  remnant  of  the  houfe  of 
w  Jeroboam  I  will  fweep  away,  as  one  fweepeth  away  dung,  until  it  be  completely 
u  gone.  Him  of  Jeroboam’s  pofterity,  who  dieth  in  the  city,  the  dogs  lhall  eat;  ji 
and  him,  who  dieth  in -the  fields,  the  birds  of  the  heavens  lhall  devour :  for  the 
w  Lord  hath  fo  laid.  Arife  thou,  then,  and  go  to  thine  own  home ;  for,  as  foon  >2 
“  as  thy  feet  lhall  enter  into  the  city,  the  child  will  die;  And  him,  indeed,  a31  Ifrael  13 
H ;  will  Jament,  and  bury :  but  he  only  of  Jeroboam’s  pofterity  lhall  obtain  a  grave ; 

M  becaufe  in  him  was  found  fomewhai  good,  with  refpetft  to  the  Lord,  the  God 
u  of  Ifrael,  in  the  houfe  of  Jeroboam. — The  Lord  will  raife  up,  to  himfelf,  a  king  14 
u  of  Ifrael,  who  will,  one  day,  and  that  foon,  extirpate  the  houfe  of  Jeroboam.  Nay,  1 5 
“  the  Lord  will,  one  daf  finite  Ifrael,  like  as  a  reed  is  lhakea  in  the  water;  and 
“  will  exterminate  the  Ifraeiites  out  of  this  good  land  which  he  gave  to  their  fore- 
w  father? ;  and  difperfe  them  beyond  the  river :  becaufe  they  have  made  to  them- 
“  felves  wW-groves,  provoking  the  wrath  of  the  Lord.— t  The  Lord,  therefore,  16 
4‘  will  give  up  the  Ifraeiites,  on  account  of  the  fins  of  Jeroboam ;  who,  by  finning, 

.**  caufed  the  Ifraeiites  to  fin,” — The  wife  of  Jeroboam  arofe,  and  departed,  and  17 
went. to  Thirza:  but  when  Ihe  was  come  to  the  threlhold  of  the  hbufe-r4w,  the 
child  died.  Him  they  buried ;  and  for  him  all  Ifrael  mourned ;  according  to  the  18 
word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  had  fpoken  by  his  fervant  the  prophet  Ahiah  — - 
The  reft  of  the  a£U  of  Jeroboam ;  how  he  warred,  and  how  he  reignfcd,  are  writ*  19 
ten  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael. — The  days  of  Jeroboam’s  reign  were  ao 
twenty  and  two  years :  when  he  llept  with  his  forefathers ;  and  his  Ion  Nadab 
reigned,  in  his  Head, 

§  15.  Btflory  of  the  Reigns  of  Rehoboam,  Allah  and  Afah\  Kings  of  Judah . 

MEANWHILE,  Rehoboam,  Ben-Solomon,  reigned  in  Judah,— Rehoboam  11 
was  forty-one  ||  years  old,  when  he  began  to  reign ;  and  he  reigned,  at  Jerulalem, 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  16.  \  sej.  Arab.  yclg.  and  4  mss. — V.  18.  *  the  Sbikmte.  syr.  — V.  «,  Q  Jixteen*  Fragment  In  sep. 

vat.  See  the  note  below,  and  c.  r, 

lIHiNATOtT  'NOTES. 

Ch.  «?,  ver.  10.  H&wfarucr  fcatrz.  See,  I  am  not  quite  meat  as  more  enphstical,  and  more  aEofive  to  the  predic- 
certain  that  1  have  rightly  tranflated  this  comma :  but  it  is  tion, 

the  beft  tranflation  1  can  make.  Comp.  JDeut.  ja.  36L  and  V.  »l.  Forty -one  wart*  This  number  to  highly  impro. 
fee  c.  a.  ^  ^  bable;  although  la  ah  the  copies,  and  aotient  Ytrliono}  ex- 

V.  15.  Beyond  ihe  river,  L  e.  the  Euphrates :  but  this  cept  in  the  above  fragment  mentioned  among  the  various 
event  (fid  not  happen  until  the  reign  of  Fhekah.  See  readings  Some  modem  critics  think  the  true  number  is 
2  Kings  15.  29.  ^  ^  twenty -one,  Hoiiblgant  IB  for  fourteen.  I  fofpe£t  the  ori- 

V.  18.  Ron  they  bnrud,  I  have  preferred  this  arrange*  ginal  reading  wai  twenty-two,  c.  r. 

l8fi  (the 


Rehoboam  and  Allah 


1  KINGS.  XV. 


had  Kingt  of  Judah, 


(t|  the  city 'which*  of  afl  the  tribes  of  Ilrael,  the  Loxd  had  chfcf«&  to  be  named  his 

aa  own  city  j)  forty-one  years* — His  mother  e  name  was  Naama,  an  Aaini£mitefs.---LB 
his  reign  the  Judahites  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  and,  by  the  fins  which 
they  committed,  provoked  his  indignation  more  than  all  their  forefathers  had  d&ue. 

*3  For  they  conftruSed,  for  themfelve^  hilE-chapeis,  and  ftatues,  and  groves,  on  every 

24  high  hillock,  and  under  every  branchy  tree.  There  were  even  catamites  in  the 
land  l  All  the  fhameful  vices  of  thofe  nations,  which  the  Lord*  had  expelled  to 
make  room  for  the  Ifraelites,  they  pra&ifed. 

25  Now  in  the  fifth  year  of  Rehoboam1  j  reigft,  Shlfhak,  king  of  Egypt,  came  up 

26  agaiuft  Jerufalem ;  and  took  away  the  treafures  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
treafures  of  the  king’s  houfe :  all  he  took  away.  AH  the  fhields  of  gold,  thit  So- 

27  lomon  had  made,  he  alfo  took  away :  inftead  of  which  king  Rehoboam  made 
fhields  of  brafs ;  which  he  committed  to  the  chiefs  of  the  guards,  who  kept  the  door 

28  of  the  king’s  houfe ;  fo  that,  when  the  king  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  the 
guards  bore  them;  and  brought  them  back  to  the  guard-chamber,  when  the  hing  re- 

29  turned. — The  reft  of  the  a£ts  of  Rehoboam ;  all  that  he  did ;  are  written  in  the 

30  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah.  There  was  ever  war  between  Rehoboam  and 

31  Jeroboam. — Rehoboam  flept  with  his  forefathers;  and,  with  his  forefathers,  was 
buried  in  the  city  of  David ;  *  and  his  fan  ||  Abiah  reigned  in  hb  Head. 

1  In  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Jeroboam  Ben-Nebat*.  Abiah, became 

a  king  over  Judah  ;  and  reigned,  at  Jerufalem,  three  years.  His  mother’s  name  was 

3  Maacha,  daughter  of  ||  Abftxalom. — He  abandoned  himfelf  to  all  the  fins,  which  his 
father  had  done  before  him  I  and  his  heart  was  not  peife&ly  with  the  Lord,  his 

4  God  i  as  was  the  heart  of  his  forefather  David.  Yet,  for  the  lake  of  ■j'his  father] 
David,  the  Lord,  his  God,  preferred  for  him  [David]  a  lamp  in  Jerufalem  y  by 

3  keeping  up  his  offspring,  after  him,  for  the  eftabUfhment  of  Jerufalem:  becaufe  David 
had  done  what  Was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  (fave  only  in  the  affair 
of  Uriah  the  Hethite)  had  not,  all  the  days  of  his  life,  turned  afide  from  any  thing 

6  that  was  commanded  to  him. — There  was  war  between  jj  Abiah  Ben- Rehoboam  | 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  21.  |  wanting  in  skf,  and  "has  much  the  air  of  interpolation.  See  c.  r. — V,  31,  #  and  his  mother's  name 
wax  Naama ,  an  Ammonitefs.  So  the  prefent  text,  with  chaui.  vuyG.  ar  ab.  But  it  appears  to  be  an  in¬ 
terpolation,  and  is  wanting  in  sep,  and  str.  See  c.  r.  Ib.  ft  al.  Ahiam.  See  c,  &. — CH.  XV.  Ver.  a.  |  al. 
Abytalom. — V.  4.  f  syr,  with  2  heb.  and  1  cbald.  ms.  See  c.  r, — V,  6.  j[  I  have  followed  the  reading 
of  str.  and  ARAB,  which  I  deem  the  true  one  j  and  which  is  partly  confirmed  by  14  heb.  and  1  chald. 
ms.  The  rest,  except  sep,  in  which  the  whole  comma  is  wanting,  have  Rehoboam  for  Abiah :  a  manifeft 

blunder.  See  c.  r. 

EXCLAMATORY  KOTA. 

CiL  XV.  ver.  5.  Serve  oafy,  £cc.  If  this  daufe  be  genuine,  it  is  not  too  ftriffly  to  be  underltood.  This  very  orcum- 

ftance  is  a  reafon  for  fufpefting  its  genuineuefs. 

1S7  B  b  2 


and 


Afah,  Xing  of  Judah,  I  KINGS,  XV*  a  pod  and  phut  King, 

and  Jeroboam,  all  the  days  of  Abiah’s  life. — The  reft  of  the  a£ts  of  Abiah  j  all  7 
that  he  did ;  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah :  * — Abiah  flept  8 
with  his  forefathers  j  and  was  buried  in  the  city  of  David :  and  his  fon  Afah  reigned 
in  his  ftead. 

In  the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Jeroboam,  king  of  Ifrael,  Afah  became  9 
king  over  Judah ;  and  reigned*  at  Jerufalem,  forty-one  years.  His  mother’s  name  jo 
was  [|  Maacha,  daughter  of  Abfhalom. — Afeh  did  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  n 
the  Lord,  like  his  forefather  David,  He  expelled  the  catamites  from  the  land,  and  1* 
removed  all  the  idols  which  his  father  had  made.  Even  his  mother,  Maacha,  he  13 
removed  from  being  queen,  becaufe  fhe  had  made  an  horrible  idol  in  a  grove ;  her 
idol  Afah  deftroyed,  and  burned,  by  the  brook  Kidron.  Yet  the  hill-chapels  14 
were  not  removed,  although  the  heart  of  Afah  was  perfeSly  with  the  Lord,  all  his 
days. — The  things  which  his  father  had  confecrated,  and  the  things  which  hisfelf  15 
confecrated ;  filver,  gold  and  utenfila ;  he  brought  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord. — 
Between  Afah  and  Baafhah,  king  of  Ifrael,  there  was  continual  war.  For  Baafhah,  ]y 
king  of  Ifrael,  went  up  againft  Judah,  and  fortified  Rama  ;  that  he  might  prevent 
any  of  bis  ^fl^f  from  going  over  to  Afah*  king  of  Judah.  Upon  this,  Afah  took  18 
all  the  filver  and  gold,  that  remained  in  the  treafures  of  the  hcrafe  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  treafures  of  the  king’s  houfe >  and,  delivering  them  into  the  hands  of  his 
fervants,  he  fent  thefe  toBen-Adad  Ben-Tahrimon  Ben-Hezion,  king  of  Syria,  who 
dwelled  in  Damafcus ;  faying :  “  Let  there  be  a  league  between  me  and  thee,  as  19 
“  there  was  between  my  father  and  thy  father ;  lo !  I  fend  to  thee  a  prefent  of  filver 
and  gold:  come,  break  thy  league  with  Baafhah,  king  of  Ifrael  5  that  he  may  do- 
<f  part  from  me.” — K  Ben-Adad  |  liftened  to  king  Afah,  and  fent  the  chief  of  his  20 
hoft&  againft  the  cities  of  Ifrael.  And  they  fmote  Aion,  and  Dan,  and  Abel-beth- 
Maacha;  and  all  Ghiaeroth;  with  the  whole  land  of  NaphthalL  As  foon  as  ax 
Baafhah  heard  of  this*  he  left  off  fortifying  Rama,  and  dwelled  at  Thirza.-— King  22 
Afah  then  fummoned  together  all  the  Jtidahites,  without  exemption :  and  they  took 
the  ftones  and  timber,  with  which  Baafhah  had  fortified  Rama ;  and  with  them 
king  Afah  fortified  Gabaa  of  Benjamin,  and  Mitzpha. — The  reft  of  the  acts  of  Afah ;  23 
3II  the  mighty  things  which  he  did,  and  all  the  cities  which  he  fortified  ;  are  written 

VARIOUS  REA  DJ  KGS. 

V-  7w  «.  Here,  in  the  prefent  text,  and  in  all  the  verfions  except  sir.  we  have  this  addition  :  And  thtrt  ws 
vprr  hrtvxtn  Abiah  and  Jeroboam,  But  this  is  plainly  an  interpolation  j  or,  perhaps,  the  words  of  vex.  6* 
Rood  here  originally.  See  c.  a. — V.  10.  |  Ana,  sbp«*—V.  ao.  E  ah  Ben- A  for. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTSt. 

V,  I O.  Maacha.  If  this  reading  be  right,  the  word  me-  to  vet,  13, 
tfiir  »  here  placed  For  grandmother ;  which  i»  wry  poffible.  V.  An  farrihit  idol.  Suppofcd  to  be  a  Priafiu.  or 
Houbrgant  prefoa  the  reading  of  the  Vatican  copy  of  the  PhaUuc.  Sce'c.  a. 

Greek  wfion^  Asa.  See  c.  x*  The  lame  note  applicable 

x.88  in 


Nadab  and  Boqfhab,  I  KINGS,  XVI,  W  JB**  <f  JJbuL 

in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah.— In  his  old  age,  he  was  efifeafed  kt  Ms 

24  feet. — And  A  (ah  flept  with  his  forefathers ;  and,  with  Ms  forefathers,  was  buried 
in  the  city  of  David  :  and  h»  fon,  Jehofhaphat,  reigned  in  his  Head. 

§  16.  Hfjiory  of  the  Reigns  of  A ladaby  Baafbab* Eksb,  Ztmri,  and  Omrl;  Kirtgi  rf  IJraeL 

25  IN  the  fecoad  year  of  the  reign  of  Afah,  king  of  Judah,  Nadab  Ben- Jeroboam 

26  became  king  of  Ifrael ;  and  reigned  over  Ifrael  two  years.  He  did  evil  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord  ;  and  walked  in  the  ways  of  his  father,  and  in  the  fins  in  which  hehad 

27  involved  the  Israelites. — Againft  him  Baafhah  Ben-Ahiah,  of  the  houfe  of  Iflachar, 
confpired ;  and  fmote  him,  at  Gibethon  of  the  Fhiliftinea :  for  Nadab,  with  all  the 

28  Ifraelites,  were  then  befiegmg  Gibethon. — It  was  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign 

29  of  Afah,  king  of  Judah,  that  Baafhah  dew  him ;  and  reigned  in  his  fteai — Aa 
foon  as  he  became  king,  he  fmote  the  whole  houfe  of  Jeroboam  :  he  left  not,  un- 
deftroyed,  a  fingle  foul  of  the  houfe  of  Jeroboam;,  according  to  the  word  of  the 

50  Lord,  which  he  had  fpoken  by  his  fervant  Ahiah,  the  Shilonite :  on  account  of 
the  fins  of  Jeroboam,  which  he  committed  himfelf,  and  made  the  Ifraelites  com- 

31  mit ;  provoking  thus  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael, — The  reft  of 
the  ads  of  Nadab ;  all  that  he  did ;  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of 

31  Ifrael.— -Between  Afah  and  Baafhah,  king  of  Ifrael,  there  was  continual  war, 

33  In  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  Afah,  king  of  Judah,  Baafhah 'Ben-Ahiah  be- 

34  came  king  over  all  Ifrael ;  and  reigned,  at  Thin  a,  twenty-four  years. — He  did  evil 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  and  walked  in  the  ways  of  Jeroboam  *  and  in  the  fins, 

*  in  which  he  had  involved  the  Ifraelites.— Therefore  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to 

2  Jehu  Ben-Hanani,  againft  Baafhah,  faying ;  41  Although  I  exalted  thee  out  of  the 
“  duft,  and  made  thee  prince  over  my  people,. the  Ifraelites;  yet  thou  haft  walked 
41  in  the  ways  of  Jeroboam  ;  and  haft  caufed  my  people,  the  Ifraelites,  to  fin ;  and, 

3  “  by  their  fins,  to  provoke  mine  indignation.  Lo !  I  will  fweep  away  the  pofterity 
“  of  Baafhah,  and  the  pofterity  of  his  houfe ;  and  will  make  thine  houfe  like  tho 

4  **  houfe  of  Jeroboam  Ben-Nebat ;  him  of  the  houfe  0/*  Baafhah,  who  dieth  in  the  city, 
“  the  dogs  fhafi  devour;  and  him  who  dieth  in  the  fields  the  birds  of  the  air  fhall 

5  “  devour.” — The  reft  of  the  a&s  of  Baafhah ;  all  the  mighty  things  that  he  did ;  are 

6  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael. — Baafhah  flept  with  his  forefathers, 

7  and  was  buried  at  Thirza ;  and  his  fon  Elah  reigned  in  his  ftead. — Now  the  word 
of  the  Lord  had,  through  the  mediation  of  the  prophet  Jehu  Ben-Hanani,  been 

EZrUBATOty  HbTl*. 

V.  33-  In  hu  old  agt,  See.  See  3  Chirm,  ch.  1 6.  where  the  common  mode  of  reckoning  among  the  Hebrew  hiftoriioi, 

hiftoiy  of  Afah  a  mated  much  more  drcumftaptially  than  which  in  arranging  their  chronology  i*  particularly  to  bfc 

here.  attended  to. 

V.  ay.  Tn»  ft  curt j  L  e.  part  of  two  yon.  A  very 
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denounced  againft  Baaihah  and  againft  his  houfe,  on  account  of  all  the  evil  which  he 
did  in  the  eyes  of  the  Loud,  in  provoking  him  to  indignation  by  his  deeds ;  and 
becaufe  he  put  to  death  the  houfe  of  Jeroboam,  although  himfelf  was  like  them. 

In  the  twenty-fixth  year  of  the  reign  of  Afah,  king  of  Judah,  Elah  Ben-Baa(bah  8 
became  king  of  Ifrael  ;  and  reigned  over  Ifrael^  at  Thirza,  two  years :  when  his  fcr-  9 
vant  Zimri,  the  chief  captain  of  the  half  of  his  cavalry,  confpired  againft  him  $  and, 
while  he  was  getting  drunk  in  the  houle  of  his  houfehold  fteward  Arzah,  at  Thirza, 
Zimri  went  in,  and  fmote  him  and  flew  him  (in  the  twenty-feventh  year  of  the  10 
reign  of  Afah,  king  of  Judah),  and  reigned  in  his  Head.— No  fooner  was  he  king,  1 1 
and  Feated  on  his  throne,  than  he  flew  the  whole  houfe  of  Baaihah;  he  fpared  not 
a  Angle  male  of  his  kindred  or  friends.- — Thus  Zimri  extirpated  the  whole  houfe  ia 
of  Baaihah,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  ;  which  he  had  lpoken  by  the  pro¬ 
phet  Jehu  ;  on  account  of  all  the  fins  of  Baaihah,  and  the  finfr  of  his  fon  Elah ;  13 
which  therafelvea  committed,  and  by  which  they  caufed  the  Ifraelites  to  fin;  provok¬ 
ing,  by  their  idolatry,  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifiael. — The  reft  14 
of  the  a&s  of  Elah ;  all  that  he  did ;  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of 
Ifrael. 

In  the  twenty-fevemh  year  of  the  reign  of  Afah,  king  of  Judah,  Zimri  reigned,  at  1 5 
Thirza,  feven  days.  The  people  were  then  encamped  at  Gibethon ;  which,  at  that  16 
time9  belonged  to  the  Philiftines :  and  when  the  people  in  the  camp  heard  it  faid, 
that  Zimri  had  confpired,  and  even  killed  the  king  5  all  the  Ifraelites  made  Omri, 
the  chief  captain  of  the  hoft,  king  of  Ifrael,  that  day,  in  the  camp*  Then  Ornri,  17 
with  all  the  Iffaelites,  went  up  froni  Gibethon,  and  befieged  Thirza.  When  Zimri  18 
faw,  that  the  city  would  be  taken,  he  went  into  the  haram  of  the  kiag’s  houfe,  and 
1|  burned  the  king’s  houfe  over  himfelf,  and  died :  |  on  account  of  the  fins  which  he  19 
had  committed,  by  doing  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  walking  in  all  the  ways  of 
Jeroboam,  and  committing  the  fame  fins,  in  which  he  had  involved  the  Ifraelites. — 
The  reft  of  the  a£h  of  Zimri,  and  the  confpiracy  which  he  made,  are  written  in  20 
the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Hrael. 

The  people  of  Ifrael  were  now  divided  into  two  parties ;  one  half  of  the  people  21 
adhered  to  Thibni  Ben-Ginath,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  him  king  5  and  the  other 
half  adhered  to  Omri.  But  the  people,  who  adhered  to  Omri,  prevailed  againft  a? 

VAR*OC«  BEADING. 

CH.  XVL  ver.  18.  burned  the  kings  boufi  avtr  hsms  and  he  died.  m» 

IXrURATO&Y  SOTSI. 

Ch.  xvL  vrc.  7.  And  beam  ft.  Sec.  I  have  made  a  flight  See  c.  a. 
tranfpofition  to  make  the  paJbgc  more  mteffigibk.  After  V.  8.  Tw  jears,  i.  e.  la  part  of  two  years.  See  the 
all  lam  not  fiioe  'if  I  have  hit  upon  the  true  meaning,  note  on  ver.  25 of  the  preceding  chapter. 
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the  people,  who  adhered  to  Thibni  Ben-Ginath :  fo*  Thibni  dying,  Omri  became 
king. 

23  In  the  thirty-firft  year  of  the  reign  of  Afah,  king  of  Judah,  Omri  became  king  of 
Ifrael,  and  reigned  over  Ifrael  twelve  years.  When  he  had  reigned  fix  years  at 

24  Thirza,  he  bought  the  hill  of  Samaria,  from  Samar,  for  two  talents  of  .filver  ;  and 
builded  a  city  on  the  hiU  ;  and  called  the  name  of  the  city,  which  he  builded,  Sa- 

25  maria,  after  the  name  of -Samar,  the  former  owner  of  the  hilL — But  Omri  did  evil 

26  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord;  nay,  did  worfe  than  all  his  predece flora :  for  he  fob: 
lowed  every  ftep  of  Jeroboam  Ben-Nebat;  and  committed  the  fame  fins,  in  which 
he  had  involved  the  Israelites ;  fo  as  to  provoke  by  their  idolatry  the  indignation 

27  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Iftael.  The  reft  of  the  a&s  of  Omri;  all  the  mighty 

28  things  which  he  did;  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  IfraeL — Omri 
flept  with  his  forefathers,  and  was  buried  in  Samaria ;  and  his  fon  Ahab  reigned 
in  his  ftead. 

§  17.  The  long  and  wicked  Reign  of  Abah,  King  cf  Ifrael , 

19  IN  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Afah,  king  of  Judah,  Ahab  Ben-Omri 
became  king  of  Ifrael :  and  Ahab  Ben-Omri  reigned  at  Samaria  twenty-two  years, 

30  Ahab  Ben-Omri  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  above  all  his  predeceflors.  For, 

31  as  if  it  had  been  a  light  thing  for  him  to  imitate  the  fins  of  Jeroboam  Ben-Nebat, 
he  took  for  a  wife  Je2abel,  daughter  of  Ethbaal,  king  of  theZidonians  *  and  went  and 

32  ferved  Baal,  and  worfhipped  him ;  for  to  Baal  he  ere&ed  an  altar  in  the  temple  of 

33  Baal,  which  he  builded  in  Samaria :  he  alfo  made  a  grove, — Thus  Ahab  provoked 
more  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrad,  than  all  the  kings  of  Ifrael 

34  that  were  before  him.—  In  his  days  Hiel,  a  Bethelite,  rebuilded  Jericho :  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  which  he  laid  in  the  death  of  his  eldeft  fon,  Abiram  ;  and  in  the  death  of 
his  youngeft,  Segub,  he  fet  up  its  gates :  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which 
he  had  (poken  by  Jofhuah  Ben-Nun. 

i  Now  the  f  prophet  Elias,  a  Thiftibite,  J|  from  Thlfhbi  |  of  Gilead,  frid  to  Ahab; 
“  As  liveth  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  whole  minifter  I  am;  there  £baU  not, 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XVII.  vcTi  1. 1  sep.  IK  jj  So  SEP.  which  I  am  convinced  is  the  true  reading,  The  rest,  of  tbs  inhabi¬ 
tants*  See  c.  a. 

explanatory  hotbs. 

V.  22.  Tbibni  dying.  Put  to  4**^1  probably  by  the  retain  that  name  j  and  call  its  firil  owner  Samar ;  the  bet. 

People «  if  this  indeed  be  not  the  true  reading.  See  c.  a.  ter  to  fcew  the  derivation.  See  c.  a. 

*V.  24.  Samaria,  from  Samar.  In  the  Hebrew,  accord-  CK  ava.  wr.  1.  EBat.  The  Hebrew  name,  according-  to 

ing  to  the  Maforetical  punduatJoa,  there  u  Sboarvn,  born  the  Maforrtic  puo&uation,  is  Elam  :  but  I  prefer  Rtitisi 

Skcffur.  But  as  the  town  »  always  called  Samaria  in  the  with  onr  firft  tranflfltora,  becaufc  he  is  fo  called  in  the  New 

New  TdUmcnt,  and  in  our  public  verfiem  of  the  Old,  I  Tcftament,  See  c.  a. 

*9* 


w  for 


Drought  announced  ly  Elias.  I  KINGS,  XVII. 


JTu  Retirmcsftf  &r. 


u  for  thefe  days  to  come,  be  either  dew  or  rain,  but  accordiag  to  my  appoint- 
“  meat.”— When  he  bad  thus  fpoken ,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  him,  faying :  3 

“  Go  hence  ;  and  move  eaftward ;  and  conceal  thyfelf  by  the  brook  Cherith,  which  3 

w  is  beyond  the  Jordan.  Thou  lhalt  then  drink,  from  the  brook ;  and  I  have  4 

appointed  the  ravens  to  make  provilion  for  thee  there.” — f  Elias  went,  and  did  5 
according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  :  he  went,  and  dwelled  by  the  brook  Cherith, 
beyond  the  Jordan ;  and  the  ravens  brought  him  bread  and  fle£b  in .  the  morning,  6 
and  bread  and  flefh  in  the  evening  ;  and  he  drank  f  water  from  the  brook. — But,  7 
after  fome  time,  the  brook  became  dry ;  becaufe  there  had  been  no  rain  in  the  land: 
fo-the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  him,  laying:  “  Arife,  and  go  to  Zarephath,  8 
*  which  belongeth  to  Zidon,  and  dwell  there ;  lo !  I  have  appointed  a  widow  wo- 
M  man,  thereto  make  provifion  for  thee.” — He  arofe,  and  went  to  Zarephath:  and  d 
when  he  came  to  the  entrance  of  the  city  ;  lo  !  there  was  a  widow  womaa  gather¬ 
ing  fome  flicks.  Her  he  hailed,  and  laid :  “  Bring  me,  I  pray  thee,  a  little  water 
M  in  a  veffel ;  that  I  may  drink.” — She  was  going  to  bring  it;  when  he  called  to  her,  1 1 
and  laid:  w  Bring  me,  I  pray  thee,  a  morfel  of  bread  in  thine  hand.”  She  an-  ix 
fwered:  “  As  the  Lord,  thy  God,  liveth,  I  have  nothing  baked:  but  only  an 
“  handful  of  meal  in  a  barrel,  and  a  little  oil  in  a  vial :  and,  lo  l  I  have  been  ga- 
“  thering  a  few  flicks ;  that  I  may  go  in  and  drefs  it  for  myfelf  and  my  fon ; 

“  that  we  may  eat  it;  then  die”  But  Elias  laid  to  her:  “  Fear  not:  go;  do  as  13 
u  thou  haft  faid :  yet,  firft,  make  for  me  a  fmall  cake  of  it,  and  bring  it  to  me :  and 
44  afterward  make  for  thyfelf  and  for  thy  fon.  For  thus  lakh  the  Lord,  the  God  14 
M  of  Ifrael :  4  The  barrel  of  meal  lhall  not  wafte,  nor  the  vial  of  oil  fail;  until  the 
w  day  when  the  Lord  will  fend  rain  upon  the  land.’” — She  then  went,  and  did  15 
according  to  the  word  of  Elias :  and  Ihe  and  her  houfehold  had  food  for  many 
days.  The  barrel  of  meal  wafted  not ;  and  the  vial  of  oil  failed  not ;  according  to  16 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  had  fpokea  by  Elias. 

It  happened,  after  this,  that  the  fon  of  the  woman,  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe,  fell  17 
fick:  and  fo  grievous  was  his  malady,  that  there  was  no  life  left  in  him.  On  this, 

VARIOUS  KEiDI  H  G  5. 

V.  5.  t  SEP.' — V.  <5.  t  SEP.  SYR.  ARAB* 

EXPLANATORY  MOTES. 

V.  2.  Tht  brook  Cherish.  This  feems  to  have  been  one  except,  perhaps,  the  Arahtc.  Some  moderns,  however, 
of  thole  rapid  torrent e  which  run  down  from  the  motreu  think  the  rendering  wrong ;  and  make  the  word  in  the  ori- 
tains,  and  form  deep  ravines  in  their  war.  Thefe  hollow*  ginal  a  proper  name  j  denoting  either  the  Arabians^  or  the 
•re  Cometimc*  fo  deep,  and  their  fide*  to  fteep  and  high,  inhabitants  of  Hor6ot  or  Orbo,  at  fome  ftnall  diftance  from 
that  eagies  and  other  birds  of  prey  build  their  eyries  in  Scythopolik^I  fee  no  cogent  reafon  to  depart  from  the 
them.  Such  are  frequently  to  be  feen  in  the  northemparu  common  rendering;  fri  much  the  Ida,  as  it  u  certain  that 
of  this  tfland;  and  I  have  known  them  ferve  for  biding*  ravens  are  wont  to  nolle  in  fuch  ravines  as  are  abort  men- 
plaat  in  troublefome  times.  tioned.  The  other  rendering  has,  oevertheleis,  its  proba- 

V.  4.  Tost  rcrvttu.  So  all  the  antieat  veefions  reoderj  bflity  j  and  the  reader  may  choofe  for  himfelf.  See  c.  a. 
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tit  Sm  ef  lot  Hofitft* 


i3  flic  bid  to  Elias:  “  What  had  I  to  do  with  thee,  thou  man  of  God  !  Haft  thori 
“  come  to  my  houfe,  to  call  my  fins  to  remembrance,  and  to  caufe  my  fon  to  die  J* 

19  He  faid  to  her :  w  Give  me  thy  fon.1*  Then,  (hatching  him  from  her  bofom,  he  car¬ 
ried  him  up  to  the  roof-room,  his  own  apartment ;  and  hud  him  upon  his  own  bed  j 

20  and  invoked  the  Lord,  and  faid:  u  O  Lord,  my  God!  haft  thou,  then,  brought 

21  “  evil  upon  the  widow,  with  whom  I  fojouro,  by  caofing  her  ion  to  die?”  He 
then  |j  ftretched  hirolelfj  thrice,  upon  J  the  child  ;  and  invoked  the  Lord,  and  fiud: 

22  “  O  Lord,  my  God  \  let  the  foul  of  this  child  return  into  him.”  The  Lor# 
heard  the  prayer  of  Elias ;  and  the  foul  of  the  child  returned,  and  he  revived.— 

23  Elias  then  took  the  child  down  from  the  roof-room  into  the  houfe ;  and  giving 

24  him  to  his  mother,  he  faid ;  u  Lo !  thy  fon  b  alive.” — And  the  woman  laid  to 
Elias  i  “  I  now  acknowledge  thee  to  be  a  man  of  God  $  and  that  the  word  of  the 
“  Lord  is  truly  in  thy  mouth.” 

I  When  many  days  had  patted,  in  the  third  year  rf  the  drought,  the  word  of  the 
Lord  came  to  Elbs,  faying :  "  Go,  fliew  thyfelf  to  Ahab ;  that  I  may  give  rain 

\  “  upon  the  land.”  So  Elias  went  to  fliew  himfetf  to  Ahab. — Now,  in  Samaria, 
fo  grievous  was  the  famine,  that  Ahab  called  for  the  ft e ward  of  hb  houfe,  Obadiah; 

4  (this  Obadiah  had  fo  great  a  reverence  for  the  Lord,  that  when  Jezabel  cut  off  the 
Lord’s  prophets,  he  took  an  hundred  prophets,  and  concealed  them,  by  fifties,  in 

$  caves ;  and  fed  them  with  bread  and  water)  to  whom  Ahab  faid :  “  j|  Come,  let  us 
“  go  |  through  the  land,  unto  all  the  water-fpringa,  and  all  the  brooks  :  perhaps  we 
“  may  find  grafs  to  keep  the  borfes  and  mules  alive ;  that  we  may  not  lofe  the 

6  w  whole  cattle.”  On  this,  they  divided  the  land  between  them,  for  the  purpofe  of 
palling  through  it:  Ahab  went  one  way,  by  himfetf;  and  Obadiah  went  another 
way,  by  himfelfi 

7  But,  as  Obadiah  was  on  hb  way  *,  he  was  met  by  Elias,  and  knew  him,  and 

8  fell  upon  his  face,  and  laid :  “  Art  not  thou  my  lord  Elbs  himfelf  ?”  He  anfwered : 

9  “  I  am :  go,  tell  thy  matter  that  Elias  is  here.”  But  t  Obadiah  laid :  “  In  what 
‘  “  have  I  finned,  that  thou  wouldeft  deliver  thy  fervaut  into  the  hands  of  Ahab,  to 

10  “  be  flain  ?  As  the  Lord,  thy  God,  liveth ;  there  is  no  nation  or  kingdom  around > 
“  whither  my  matter  hath  not  lent  to  feek  thee :  and  if  they  laid :  *  He  is  not  here  :* 

II  “he  made  that  kingdom  and  nation  fwear,  that  thou  wert  not  to  be  found  Yet, 


VARIOUS  REAPINGS. 

V,  21 .  |  irtatbed  ihrkt  hto,  A  very  apt  reading ;  hat  which  the  prefent  Hebrew  word  wit!  not  bear.  See 
c.  r. — CH.  XVIH-  vcr.  5.  So  sep.  The  rest  :  Go  then.  A  much  lets  probable  reading.  See  c.  m— * 

V.  7.  *  by  sbp.—V.  9.  f  sep.  syr. 


imiNiTotr  mots. 

Ch.  xviu.  vcr.  jo.  No  Haiioe  or  tirfidem,  fire.  He  in  aft  verfion  makes  Ahab  l  urn  thole  places*  jaflead  of  noting 
rreaa  the  finaU  neighbouring  ’ tribetary  nations,  fame  of  them  jwear.  See  c.  a. 
which  were  governed  by  Iktk  kings  or  emira.  The  Greek 
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to  Ahah  j  and  ifieth 


M  now,  thou  fayeft ;  ‘Go,  tel!  thy  matter,  that  Eliaa  is  here !’  although,  perhaps,  I  n 
4<  {hall  no  fooner  be  gone  from  thee,  than  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  will  carry  thee 
“  1  know  not  whither:  fo,  when  I  come  and  tell  Ahab,  if  he  cannot  find  thee, 

“  he  may  flay  me.  Now  I,  thy  fervant,  have  revered  the  Lord,  from  my  youth. 

44  Has  it  never  been  told  to  my  lord,  what  I  did  when  Jezabel  flew  the  prophets  of  13 
41  the  Lord?  how  I  concealed  an  hundred  prophets,  by  fifties, in  caves,  and  fed  them 
44  with  bread  and  water?  Yet,  now,  thou  fayeft  : 1  Go,  tell  thy  matter,  that  Elias  is  14 
5*  here  :*  when,  not finding  tbee^  he  will  flay  me.”  Elias  anfwered  ;  f*  As  liveth  the  15 
44  Lord,  the  God  of  hofts,  whofe  minifter  I  am  ;  I  will  afluredly  fhew  myfelf  to 
“  him  [Ahab]  this  very  day.” — Obadiah  then  went  to  meet  Ahab,  and  told  him ;  16 
and  Ahab  went  to  meet  Elias.  And  as  foon  as  Ahab  faw  Elias,  he  faid  to  him:  17 
“  Art  thou  he,  who  troubleth  Ifrael  ?”— j*  EH**  anfwered :  “  I  have  not  troubled  18 
41  Ifrael :  but  thou,  and  thy  father’s  houfe ;  in  having  rejefted  the  commandments  of 
44  the  Lord,  and  followed  other  gods.  Now,  therefore,  fend,  and  aflemble  to  me,  19 
€t  unto  mount  Carmel,  all  the  Israelites;  with  the  four  hundred  and  fifty  prophets  of 
“  Baal ;  and  the  four  hundred  *  prophets  of  groves ;  who  eat  at  the  table  of  Jeza- 
«  bel.” — Ahab  fent  to  all  J  the  children  j  of  Ifrael ;  and  called  together  f  all  the  20 
prophets  unto  mount  Carmel :  when  Elias,  coming  to  the  people,  faid :  44  How  21 
44  long  halt  ye  on  ||  two  opinions  ?  (  If  the  LORD  be  God,  follow  him ;  but  if  Baal 
44  be  God,  follow  him.”  To  this  the  people  anfwered  not  a  word. — Then  faid  22 
Elias  to  f  all  the  people:  44  I,  only  I,  am  the  remaining  prophet  of  the  Lord; 

“  while  the  prophets  of  Baal  are  four  hundred  and  fifty  men.  Let  two  bullocks  23 
44  be  given  to  usT  and  let  them  choofe,  for  themfelves,  one  bullock,  and  cut  him  in 
44  pieces,  and  lay  wood  upon  the  altar ;  but  add  no  fire :  and  I  will  drefs  the  other 
44  bullock,  and  put  on  wood  ;  but  add  no  fire :  then  invoke  ye  your  gods  by  name  ;  24 
44  and  1  will  invoke  the  Lord,  f  my  God,  by  name :  and  let  the  god,  who  fhall 
44  anfwer  by  fire,  be  the  God.”  The  whole  people  anfwered,  and  faid  ;  44  A  fair 
u  propofal  V9 

Elias,  next,  faid  to  the  prophets  of  Baal :  44  Choofe  ye,  for  yourfelves,  one  bul-  25 
44  lock,  and  drefs  him,  firft;  fince  ye  are  the  many;  and  invoke  your  gods,  by 
name :  but  add  no  fire.” — So  the  bullock,  that  was  afligned  to  them,  they  took,  26 
and  dreffed;  and  invoked  Baal,  by  name,  from  morning  until  mid-day ;  faying : 

44  O  Baal,  hear  us !”  while  they  leaped  about  the  altar  which  they  had  made. 

But  no  voice ;  no  anfwer  was  returned. — Now  when  mid-day  came,  Elias,  jeering  27. 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  18.  f  8BP.  AYR* — V.  19.  •  and  sxsu— V.  20.  B  the  bnundariejy  30  mss.  See  c.  r.  Ib.  f  sef.  and  2  itss. 
—V.  ai.  8  on  bob  Ugj%  sep.  'which  is,  perhaps,  the  better  reading.  See  c.  s. — >V.  *2.  f  25  mss^- 

V.  24.  |  sep.  sra.  Seec,  n, 

tXUAN  ATORI  IT  O  T  R  Ji 

V.  18.  Other  gttdtj  Ct.  Boohs—  V,  19.  JVfa  eat  at  the  table  of  Jtxabtl.  Who  are  maintained  at  her  ci  pence. 
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at  them,  laid :  M  Call,  in  a  louder  tone :  he  may  be  mufing;  he  may  have  bufinefe  ; 

a8  “  he  may  be  journeying ;  or,  perhaps,  he  is  aJleep,  and  muft  be  awaked,”  On 
this,  they  called  in  a  louder  tone,  and  cut  themfelves,  according  to  thek  cuftom, 

19  with  knives  and  lancets,  until  their  blood  gufhed  out.  Yet,  when  mid-day  was 
pall;  and  although  they  prophetized,  until  the  time  of  offering  the  evening  facri- 
fice,  no  voice  was  beard ,  no  anfwer  given,  no  attention  paid  to  tbenu  * 

30  Elias,  now,  faid  to  all  the  people :  44  Come  near  to  me  :**  and  all  the  people 
came  near  to  him.  He  then  repaired  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  that  had  been  demo- 

31  liihed.  And  Elias  took  twelve  Clones;  according  to  the  number  of  the  tribes  of  the 
fons  of  ||  Ifraeft  (for  fo  the  word  of  the  Loro  had  named  him;  faying:  11  Let 

31  «  Ifrael  be  thy  name,")  and  with  the  (tones  he  budded  an  altar,  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  About  the  altar,  he  made  a  trench ;  fo  large  as  would  contain  two  fepis 

33  of  feed-grain.  He  then  arranged  the  wood ;  and,  having  cut  the  bullock  in  pieces, 
and  laid  them  upon  the  wood,  he  fadd  :  41  Fill  four  jars  with  water,  and  pour  it  on 

34  44  the  holocauft,  and  on  the  wood f  and  when  they  had  fo  done,  |  he  faid  :  44  Do 
“  it  a  fecond  time and  they  did  it  a  fecond  time.  Again  he  faid :  41  Do  it  a  third 

35  44  time  and  they  did  it  a  third  time :  fo  that  the  water  ran  round  about  the  altar ; 

36  and  the  trench,  even,  was  filled  with  the  water. — The  time  of  the  evening  fecrifice 
was  now  come*  when  the  prophet  Elias  approached  *,  and  faid :  44  O' Lord  !  the 
44  God  of  Abraham, of  Ifaac,  and  of  Ifrael !  jj  let  it  be,  this  day,  known;  that  thou 
“  art  the  God  of  Ifrael ;  and  that  I,  thy  minifter,  have  done  all  thefe  things,  by  thine 

37  46  order.  Hear  me,  O  Lord  !  hear  me;  that  this  people  may  know,  that  thou,  the 

38  u  Lord,  art  the  God  ;  and  that  thou  haft  converted  their  hearts,”  On  this,  a  fire 
fell  from  the  heavens,  from  the  Lord  ;  and  confirmed  the  holocauft,  and  the  wood, 

39  and  the  Hones,  and  the  earth  j  and  licked  up  the  water  in  the  trench.  When  all 
the  people  law  this,  they  fell  upon  their  feces,  and  faid;  tC  The  Lord  is  THE  God  : 

TAttlOCS  READINGS. 

V.  49.  •  Elias,  the  Thijhlite,  then  faid  to  the  prophets  if  fcondal ;  “  Withdraw  ye,  now  g  that  I  may  drtfs  mine 
u  hclacaujl  '*  and  they  withdrew,  and  went  away.  set.  A.moft  probable  reading,  which  were  better,  per¬ 
haps,  in  die  text.  See  c.  k.— V.  31.  fl  So  sep.  with  9  uss.  which  I  much  prefer  to  the  prefent  reading 
Jacob;  for  reafons  given  in  c.  b. — V.  33.  f  sep.  See  c.  R. — V.  36.  *  and  called  toward  the  heavens  t  SEP. 
Ib.  ||  “  Hear  me,  0  LORD  !  hear  me,  to-day,  by  jire  ;  let  all  this  people  know,  that  thou  art  the  LORD,  the  GOD 
“  of  Ifrael ;  and  that  /,  thy  minifter,  have,  through  thee ,  done  all  thefe  things  ;  Hear  me,  0  L  ORD  /  hear  me  :  and 
4t  let  this  people  know  that  thou  art  the  Lord-God  /  who  hath  converted  the  hearts  of  this  people.”  Such  ia 
the  reading  and  arrangement  of  sep.  at  lea  ft,  of  equal  probability  with  the  prefeat. 

explanatory  notes. 

V.  29.  Although  ihfy  propitiated  {  L  e.  were  agitated  In  a  to  the  number  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  the  fins  f  Ifrael,  &c. 

wild,  and  furiouB  manner.  Compare  1  Sam.  1 8.  IO.  end  with  the  fonts  be  budded  an  altar  in  tbs  name  f  the 

V.  30.  He  then  repaired,  SiC.  This,  ia  the  Creek  ver-  Lord  /  repairing  the  altur  that  bad  been  demoSfied.  Tlu«  to 

Con,  is  placed  after  in  the  name  f  the  Lord ,  ver.  3  a.  but  fome  will  probably  item  a  better  order  than  the  prtfent. 

not  entirely.  If  the  words  be  there  infcrted;  the  tiaofla-  See  c.  a. 

lion  will  ran  thus :  And  Efua  took  twefct fonts,  according 
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u  the  Lord  is  the  God.” — Elias  then  laid  to  them  :  “  Seize  the  prophets  of  40 
u  Baal :  let  none  of  them  efcape.”  So  they  feized  them :  and  Elias  brought  them 
to  the  torrent  Kifhon,  and  there  flew  them. 

Then  Elias  laid  to  Ahab:  “  Go  ;  cat  and  drink;  for  abundance  of  rain  is  at  41 
14  hand.”  While  Ahab  went  to  eat  and  drink ;  Elias  went  up  to  the  top  of  mount  a% 
Carmel ;  where,  throwing  hlmfelf  down  upon  the  ground,  he  placed  his  face  be¬ 
tween  his  knees;  and  faid  to  his  fervant:  u  Go  now,  and  look  toward  the  fea.”  45 
He  went,  and  looked;  and  (aid:  H  I  fee  nothing.”  M  Go  again,**  feidf  Elias, 

**  feven  times.”— .f  So  the  fervant  went  again  feven  rimes :  J  and,  at  the  feventh  44 
time,  he  laid  :  “  Lo  1  a  fmall  cloud,  like  the  palm  of  a  man*/  baftd^  is  arifing  out 
4<  of  the  fea.**  u  Go,  then,”  faid  Elias,  u  to  Ahab ;  and  fay :  1  Put  to  ihy  horfes ,  and 
44  go  down,  left  the  rain  ftop  thee.’  ” — By  and  by,  the  heavens  were  blackened  45 
with  clouds  and  wind ;  and  a  great  rain  enfued, — And  while  Ahab  went,  riding, 
to  Jezreel,  Elias,  moved  by  a  divine  impulfe,  girded  his  loins,  and  ran  before  Ahab  46 
Unto  the  entrance  of  Jezreel, 

When  Ahab  had  told  to  Jezabel,  all  that  Elias  had  done;  and  how  he  had  1 
flain  ||  all  the  prophets ;  then  Jezabel  lent  a  meflenger  to  Elias,  faying :  M  So  may  a 
“  the  gods  do  fo  and  fo  to  me,  and  more  befides ;  if,  by  to-morrow  about  this  time, 

44 1  make  not  thy  life  like  one  of  theirs.” — 1|  On  this,  he  was  afraid,  and  arofe;  |  3 

%ndi  to  fave  his  life,  went  away,  and  came  to  Beer-flieba  5  which  belonged  to  Judah. 
There  he  left  his  fervant  5  but  went,  himfelf,  a  day’s  journey  into  the  wiidemefs ;  4 

where,  being  feated  under  a  broom-tree,  he  requefted,  for  himfelf,  that  he  might 
die  ;  and  faid  :  11  This  is  too  much,  O  Loan  !  Take  away  my  life :  for  I  am  not  bet- 
“  ter  than  my  forefathers.”  He  then  lay  down,  and  fell  faft  afleep  under  the  5 
broom-tree ;  when,  lo  l  an  angel  touched  him,  and  laid  to  him :  “  Aiife ;  eat,” 

He  looked  up,  and  beheld,  at  his  head,  a  coal-baked  cake,  and  a  vial  of  water.  So  6 
he  ate,  and  drank,  and  lay  down  again.  But  the  angel  of  the  Lord  returned,  a  7 
fecond  time ;  and,  touching  him,  faid ;  “  Arife ;  eat :  for  thou  haft  yet  a  great  way 
**  to  go.”  He  arofe,  and  ate  and  drank :  and,  on  the  ftrength  of  that  food,  tra-  8 
veiled  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  unto  the  great  mountain  Horeb.  And,  when  9 
he  came  thither,  he  lodged  there,  in  a  cave:  when,  lo!  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  to  him,  and  faid  to  him  :  u  What  doeft  thou  here,  Elias  i”  He  anfwercd :  10 
*  I  have  been  moft  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hofts ;  for  the 

Vl&lOQt  UADINCf. 

V.  43.  t  $EV. — V.  44. f  nr« — CH.  XIX,  tct.  1,  K  wanting  in  »ep.  Arab,  and  5  mbs. — V,  3.  Q  So  sep.  hr. 

VttLC.  with  4  H.EB.  and  1  child.  ms.  The  reft :  When  he  jaw  this,  he  enjt,  &c.  See  c.  a. 

■  miMATOKT  HOTS. 

Ct.  xix-  TCT.  &.  Forty  Joyt  oaJ  forty  rights.  1  have  long  forty.  Yet  there  k  no  variation  cither  in  the  copk*  of  tit 
bdpeOcd  that  the  original  rcadmg  here  wai  f<mr;  and  not  text,  or  in  tbt  antient  vtrCou.  Sec,  bowrrer,  c.  k, 

19$  “  children 


the  Lord  pveth  I  KINGS,  XIX, 


him  fever al  Cto mao&* 


il  children  of  Ifrael  have  uegletted  thy  covenant,  demoliihed  thine  altars,  and  flair* 
u  thy  prophets  with  the  fword :  I,  I  only,  remain  ;  and  even  my  life  they  feck  to 
u  44  take  away,”  It  was  then  faid  to  him :  44  Go  forth,  and  (land  upon  the  raoun- 
44  tain  to  meet  the  Lord:  and,  lo  J  while  the  Lord  is  about  to  pafs*  a  great  and 
44  mighty  wind  fliaU  precede  him ;  rending  the  mountains,  and  llnvering  the  rockai 
“  but  the  Lord  will  not  be  in  the  wind.  The  wind  will  be  followed  by  an  earth* 
u  44  quake:  but  the  Lord  will  not  be  in  the  earthquake.  The  earthquake  will  be 
44  followed  by  lightning:  hut  the  Lord  will  not  be  in  the  lightning.  But,  after 
44  the  lightning,  there  will  be  beard  a  calm,  gentle  voice  ;  f  and  theft  will  the  Lord 
*3  w  be.  1'* — A9  foon  as  Elias  heard  this,  he  wrapped  his  free  in  his  mantle,  and  went 
out  and  Hood  at  the  entrance  of  the  cave;  when,  io !  the  voice  catne  to  him,  and 

14  faid :  “  What  doeft  thou  here,  Elias  V7  He  anfwered :  44  I  have  been  moft  zealous 
u  in  the  caufe  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hofts:  for  the  children  of  HheVhftve 
44  neglefted  thy  covenant,  demoliihed  thine  altars,  and  ilain  thy  prophets  with  the 

15  44  fword;  I,  I  only,  remain;  and  even  my  life  they  feek  to  take  away/*  The 
Lord  faid  to  him :  44  Go ;  take  thy  route,  from  the  wildernefs,  to  Damaftrus  ;  and 

16  44  on  thy  coming  thither ,  thou  {halt  anoint  Hazael  king  over  Syria.  Thou  Ihalt, 
44  alfo,  anoint  Jehu  ^tn^Jeb^apbatd)en-H\mQi\t  king  over  Ifrael :  and  EUfhahBeu- 

17  “  Shaphat,  of  Abel-mehola,  thou  ihalt  anoint  prophet,  in  thy  ftead  :  So,  that  he, 
M  who  may  efcape  the  fword  of  Hazael,  (hall  be  flain  by  Jehu  ;  and  he,  who  may 

18  44  efcape  the  fword  of  Jehu,  (hall  be  flain  by  Elilhah.  But  1  wilh^elerve,  in  Ifrael, 
44  feven  thoufand  men :  all  who  have  not  bowed  their  knees  to  Baal,  nor  adored  him 
44  with  their  mouths.” 

19  So  he  departed  thence;  and  found  ElUhah-Ben-Shaphat  ploughing:  twelve 
pairs  of  oxen  going  before  him;  and  himfelf  with  the  twelfth.  Elias,  palling 

so  over  to  him,  threw  his  mantle  about  him:  on  which  he  left  the  oxen,  and  ran 
after  Elias ;  and  faid  to  him  :  44  Let  me,  I  pray  thee,  embrace  roy  father  and  my 
44  mother;  and  let  me  follow  thee.”  +  Elias  laid :  M  Go,  return ;  for  what  have  I 
si  44  done  to  hinder  thee?”  So  he  went  back  from  him,  and  took  a  pair  of  oxen, 


KXPLAH ATO 

V.  11  and  is.  A  beautiful  description  of  a  tremendous 
ftortn,  clothed  in  all  the  pompous  exuberance  of  oriental 
poefy.  I  hare,  with  the  Greek  and  Arabic  tranflators, 
made  the  defeription  a  part  of  the  angel’s  fpcech  j  not  a 
part  of  the  hi  Honan's  narrative.  See  c.  X.  and  compare 
Eiod.  33.  at,  an,  S3. 

V.  ia.  -A  calmygmth  meet  <w  faund.  This,  I  think,  evi¬ 
dently  alludes  to  what  follows.  The  Loan  had  yet  from 
thoufandi  that  is,  a  conhderaUe  number  of  worihippers  m 
Ifrael ;  for  whole  lake  he  will  aot  employ /forme  and  thunder 
agaieft  the  nation}  hot  the  fcfc  words  of  perfuafioo  and 
-merry. 

V.  15.  Take  thy  rcut*>  from  the  wldentefet  to  Damafcue, 


VOTES. 

So  I  uodcrftand  the  words,  with  Jerom,  and  the  Arabic 
trail Aator ;  not  take  thy  route  to  the  ‘tvddemefr  of  Damofrue. 
See  fit  a. 

V.  17.  Shall  he /lain  hf  ECJhah.  This  refers  to  the  three 
years  famine  1  mentioned  a  Kings,  6.  31. 

V.  18.  Nat  adored  him  mnih  their  mout&e  ;  i.  e.  by  killing 
their  own  hands,  in  a  bending  pofture,  before  die  idol: 
which  the  word  adore  alnaoft  literally  etpreffeth. 

V*  ai.  Go,  return,  &c.  In  rendering  this  difficult  paflage, 
I  differ  from  all  interparters;  both  antient  and  modem. 
Yet  1  believe  my  tranflation  »  the  true  one.  .My  reafons 
for  thinking  fo  are  given,  with  fame  other  renderings,  in 


c.  a. 
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VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  ia.  f  Some  copies  of  sep.  See  c.  a. — V.  ao,  f  sep.  See  c.  r. 
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and 


Naboth  JkeeJ  to  Death  X  KINGS.  XXX, 


by  the  Order  cfjcubet. 


and  flaughtered  them  ;  and  boiled  their  flrih  with  the  wood  of  the  oxen-team ;  and 
gave  a  feafi  to  the  people :  and,  when  they  had  eaten,  he  arofe  and  went  after  Elias, 
and  miniftered  to  him. 

4  It  was  after  this  that  the  following  event  happened,— Nahoth,  a  Jezreelite,  i 
had  a  vineyard  in  Jezreel,  by  the  palace  of  Ahab  king  of  Samaria.  And  Ahab  2 
fpoke  to  Naboth,  faying ;  u  Give  me  thy  vineyard ;  that  1  may  make  of  it  a  green- 
“  garden :  becatife  it  is  hard  by  mine  houfe:  I  will  give  thee  for  it,  either  a  better 
“vineyard  than  it}  or,  if  it  feem  good  to  thee,  I  will  give  thee  its  value  in 
“  money.1  *  #  But  Naboth  laid  to  Ahab  :  a  The  Lord  defend  me,  from  giving  3 
44  away,  to  dice,  the  inheritance  of  my  forefathers  1” — Ahab  Went  home,  furly  and  4 
difcontented,  On  account  of  the  fpeech,  which  Naboth,  the  Jezreelite,  had  fpoken ; 
when  he  faid;  **  The  inheritance  of  my  forefathers  1  will  not  give  thee.1* — So  he 
laid  himfelf  down  upon  his  conch,  and  turned  away  his  face,  and  would  eat  no 
food.  Then  his  wife,  Jezabel,  cam«  to  him ;  and  faid  to  him ;  44  What  fadnefs  of  5 
“  mind  is  this ;  that  thou  wilt  eat  no  food  T*  He  faid  to  her  :  “  Becaufe,  when  I  6 
44  fpoke  to  Naboth,  the  Jezreelite,  and  faid  to  him :  *  Give  me  thy  vineyard  for 
44  money}  or,  if  it  pleafe  thee  bptter,  I  will  give  thee  a  vineyard  for  it;*  he  an- 
“  fwered:  ‘  My  vineyard  I  will  not  give  thee.’  ” — But  his  wife,  Jezabel,  faid  to  him :  7 

“Haft  thou,  then,  any  king-fhip  over  Ifrael  ?  Arife,  eat  food,  and  let  thine  heart 
44  be  joyful ;  the  vineyard  of  Naboth,  the  Jezreelite,  1  will  give  thee.**  She  then  8 
wrote  letters,  in  the  name  of  Ahab ;  and  fealed  them  with  his  fignet ;  and  fent  the 
letters  to  the  elders  and  principal  inhabitants  of  the  city,  In  which  Naboth  dwelled. 

In  the  letters  (he  wrote  thus :  44  Proclaim  ye  a  faft ;  and,  having  placed  Naboth  9 
44  at  the  top  of  the  people ;  bring  before  him,  two  lawlefs  men  j  who  may  witnefa  10 
M  agaiuft  him,  faying :  4  ||  Naboth  blafphemed  |  God,  and  the  king.’  Then  take 
44  him  out,  and  overwhelm  him  with  fonts,  until  he  die,”  The  men  of  his  city,  11 
that  is,  the  elders  and  principal  inhabitants,  did  according  to  JezabePs  raefiage ; 
as  written  in  the  letters  which  fhe  had  fent  to  them.  They  proclaimed  a  faft,  12 
and  placed  Naboth  at  the  top  of  the  people:  when  two  lawlefs  men  came  and  13 
placed  themfelves  oppofite  to  him :  and  thefe  lawlefs  men  witnefTed  againft 
him,  laying:  44  Naboth  blafphemed  God  and  the  king.”  On  this  they  took  him 
out  of  the  city,  and  overwhelmed  him  with  ftones,  until  he  died.  They  then  fent  14 
word  to  Jezabel,  faying :  44  Naboth  hath  been  overwhelmed  with  fanes  3  and  is 
“  dead.” — As  foon  as  Jezabel  heard  that  Naboth  had  been  overwhelmed  with  fonts,  15 
and  was  deadj'flie  laid  to  Ahab:  “  Arife;  take  pofieffion  of  the  vineyard  of 

¥JHI0B1  READINGS. 

CH.  XXI.  +  1  follow  the  order  of  1  ef.  which,  I  am  convinced,  is  the  true  one.  This,  I  think,  every  at  ten- 
live  reader  will  himfelf  perceive 4 on  comparing  the  two  arrangements.  See,  however,  c.  a.— V.  2.  *  & 
Ut  me  have' it  fir  a  grem-gardtn.  bep. — V.  xo.  Jj  So  SYR.  and  fo,  equivalently,  sep.  and  VULG.  The  REST 
.have,  Thau  btafphemedft  t  but  the  other  is  the  moll  probable  reading.  See  c.  a.  and  compare  »er.  13, 

198  44  Naboth, 


Jbak,  reproved  by  ER<us  I  KINGS,  XX*  rcfattctb  of  lit  Crimea 

li  Naboth,  the  Jezreelite ;  which  he  refuied  to  give  thee,  for  money  :  for  Naboth  is 

16  “  no  more  alive,  but  dead,”  When  Ahab  heard  that  Naboth  was  dead,  *  he  arofe, 

17  to  go  down  to  the  vineyard,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  pofleffion  of  it:  when  the 

18  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Elias,  the  Thifhbite,  faying:  “  Arife,  go  to  meet  AW>, 
“  king  of  Ifrael,  in  Samaria :  lo !  he  is  in  the  vineyard  of  Naboth ;  whither  he  hath 

19  44  gone  down  to  take  pofleffion  of  it.  And  thou  fhalt  {peak  to  him,  faying :  4  Thus 
“  faith  the  LORD  :  Wilt  thou,  after  having  murdered  a  man,  take*  moreover,  his  pof- 
4t  feflion  f  Again  thou  fhalt  fpeak  to  him,  faying :  *  Thus  faith  the  LoRi>^lu;the 
u  fame  place,  where  the  dogs  licked  up  the  blood  of  Naboth,  fhall  the  dogs,  O  thou! 

10  “  lick  up  thine  own  blood,*  ” — Ahab,  on  feeing  Elias ,  faid  to  him :  44  Dareft  thou 
“  meet  me,  mine  enemy  ?”  He  anfwered :  44  I  dare  meet  thee;  becaufe  thotr  haft 

21  44  fold  thyfeif  to  do  evil,  in  tbe  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  lo !  ( faith  the  Lord )  I  will  bring 
41  evil  upon  thee :  I  will  fweep  away  thy  pofterity,  and  extirpate’  every  male  of 
the  houfe  of  Ahab,  howfoever  fequeftered  and  fecure,  in  Ifrael :  1  will  do  with 
44  thine  houfe,  as  1  did  with  the  houfe  of  Jeroboam  Ben-Neb  at,  and  with  the  houfe 
44  of  Baafah  Ben*  Ahiah ;  becaufe  thou  haft  incited,  and  caufed  the  IfraeUteaio  fin. 

?3  “  Concerning  Jezabel,  the  Lord  hath  alfo  fpoken,  faying.:  4  The  dogs  fhall  de- 

24  44  vour  Jezabel,  under  the  wall  of  Jezreel.— Him  of  Ahab *s  houfe,  who  may  die  in 
“  the  city,  the  dogs  fhall  devour;  and  him,  who  may  die  ici  the  field,  the  birds  of 

25  u  the  heavens  fhall  devour.” — Now,  although  there  had  been  none  like  Ahab ;  who, 

26  feduced  by  his  wife  Jezabel,  had  fold  himfelf  to  do  evil,  in  the  eyes-ofthe  Lord,  and 
committed  the  greateft  abominations,  by  going  after  vile  idols,  according  to  all  the 
doings  of  the  Amorites,  whom  the  Lord  bad  expelled  from  before  the  children  of 

27  Ifrael ;  yet,  when  Ahab  heard  thofe  words,  he  *  rent  his  garments,  and  put  fack- 
cloth  on  his  body,  and  failed,  and  lay  in  fackcloth,  and  walked  with  a  down- 

28  call;  look. — On  this,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Elias,  the  Thifhbite,  faying: 

29  w  Seeft  thou  how  Ahab  humbleth  himfelf  before  me  ?  On  account  of  his  humbling 
44  himfelf  before  me,  I  will  not  bring  the  threatened  evil  in  his  own  days ;  in  the 
44  days  of  his  fon,  will  I  bring  the  evil  upon  his  houfe,” 

1  jIboxjt  this  thnty  Ben-Adad,  king  of  Syria,  having  afTemhlcd  his  whole  hoft, 
and  accompanied  by  thirty-two  kings;  with  horfemen  and  chariots,  went  out 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  1 15.  *  be  tort  bis  garments,  and  covered  himfelf  with  faekdoth  ;  after  which.  See.  set, — V.  27.  *  was  moved 
with  comfttnRion,  heftre  the  LORD,  and  Went  away  weeping,  and,  6EP.  See  C.  K« 

imiNiToli  noth. 

Ch*  xxi.  ver,  ifi.  If  the  addition  ro  the  Greek  wrfionte  true  meaning  of  the  Hebrew  word;  yet  tbe  Syriac  and 

genome,  it  would  feem  that  Ahab  did  not  approve  of  his  Arabic  translators  render  it,  with  Jofephus,  barefooted. 

wife's  conduit ;  and  indeed  this  is  highly  probable.  He,  See  c.  a. 

however,  went  to  take  pcffdRon  of  the  vineyard.  Ch.  a*,  ver.  1.  Tkirtj-two  kings  ;  i.  «,  vai&l  kmgh’nga. 

V.  *7.  With  a  dtrwnrcoft  look.  Sach  fceios  to  be  the  Jofeph  us  fays  they  wen  from  beyond  the  Euphrates. 

199  again  ft 


Abab,  btfsked  by  tbs  King  cf  Syritt  J  KINGS,  XX, 


ir  encouraged  by  a  Prophet. 


agamft  Samaria  for  the  purpofe  of  befieging,  and  fubduing  it.  But,  firfl,  he  fent  2 
meflengers  into  the  city  to  Ahab,  king  of  Ifrael,  to  fay  to  him :  “  Thus  faith  Ben- 
w  Adad :  4  Thy  filver  and  thy  gold  are  mine ;  your  wive®  and  your  goodly  children  are,  3 
w  alfo,  mine.*  M  The  king  of  Ifrael  anfwered,  and  faid ;  u  According  to  thy  word,  4 
“  my  lord-king  l  I  and  all  that  1  have  are  thine,**  But  the  meflengers  returned  5 
and  faid  :  “  Thus  again  faith  Ben-Adad  :  4  The  meflage  which  I  fent  to  you  was, 

M  to  deliver  up  to  me  your  filver  and  your  gold,  and  your  wives,  and  your  children  : 

M  I,  therefore,  will,  to-morrow  about  this  time,  fend  my  fervants ;  that  they  may  6 

“  fearch  thine  houfe  and  the  houfes  of  thy  fervants ;  when,  whatfoever  Is  the  moft 
w  defirable  in  [|  thine  eyes,  they  lhall  lay  hands  on,  and  take  away,*  -On  this,  7 
the  king  of  Ifrad  convoked  all  the  elders  of  the  land,  and  laid  f  to  them :  J  44  Mark, 

“  I  pray  you,  and  fee  how  that  man  feeketh  mifchief:  although,  when  he  fent  to 
“  me  for  my  wives  and  for  my  children,  and  for  my  filver,  and  for  my  gold,  I  gave 
41  him  no  re  filial.”  Then  all  the  elders,  and  the  whole  people,  laid  to  him :  “  Lilten  8 
u  not,  nor  confent.** — So  he  laid  to  the  meflengers  of  Ben-Adad :  u  Tell  ||  my  lord-  9 

“  king ;  |  *  All  that  thou  requiiedft  of  me,  by  thy  firfl  meflage,  I  will  do :  but  this  I 
“cannot  do,* The  meflengere  departed,  and  reported  this:  when  Ben-Adad  *0 
fent  again  to  him,  and  laid :  “  May  the  gods  do  fo  and  fo  to  me,  and  more  befides; 

“  if  the  dull  of  Samaria  lhall  be  fufficient  to  fill  rite  hands  of  all  the  people,  who 
“  follow  me  thither  J”  The  king  of  Ifrael  anfwered,  and  faid : 14  Say  ye  to  your  ting :  n 
“  4  Let  not  him  who  is  but  girding  on  hit  /wordy  boafl  as  if  he  were  ungirding  h* n 
As  loon  as  Ben-Adad  (who  was  then  caroufiag,with  the  other  kings,  in  booths)  12 
heard  this  meflage,. he  faid  to  his  fervants :  “  Attack.**  So  they  attacked  the  city. 

Meanwhile,  there  came  a  prophet  to  Ahab,  king  of  Ifrael,  faying :  “  Thus  13 
11  faith  the  Lord  :  *  Haft  thou  teen  all  that  great  multitude  ?  Lo  l  into  thine  hands  I 
41  will,  this  day,  deliver  them ;  that  thou  mayft  know,  that  1  am  the  Lord.1  **  44  But  14 
“  by  whom,”  faid  Ahab, 44  wilt  thou  deliver  them?"  He  anfwered  : 44  By  the  young 
44  men  belonging  to  the  chiefs  of  provinces :  fb  faith  the  Lord,**  w  Who,”  faid 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XX.  ver.  6,  g  thelr%  sep.  str.  vulg,  end  this  teems  the  more  natural  reading. — V.  7.  f  syr.— 

V.  p.  |  the  itttgf  your  tnujUr ,  SEP. 

IX  P  LAHATOK  T  HQTIS. 

V.  3.  Tour  goodly  children,  Ahab  had  teveaty  font  See  V.  ia.  Altmi,  In  Sbakcfpeare’s  time  the  word  frt-en  was 
I  Rings,  io.  io,  -  nfed  m  this  fenfe  5  which  more  nearly  approaches  the  Ho 

V,  4.  At*  thine  f  U  e.  We  are  at  your  terriee.  A  ted  brew  word.  Seec,  a. 
fituatkm  ter  a  proud*  king.  Bat  Ahab  had  been  lately  V.  14.  The  chiefs  of  provinces  *  who  were  then  pro- 
humbled  $  and  tew  the  ftraitt  he  was  in.  bably  at  Samaria.  The  Syriac  and  Arabic  tranflators, 

V.  7*  AU  the  elders  cf  the  load;  i.  e.  all  then  prefcnt  m  with  Symmachua,  hare  given  a  different  rertean;  and  render 
Santana.  The  words  of  the  hmd  arc  wanting  io  one  ms.  the  cbufkt  or  principal  perftms  is  the  atj»  The  ytuow  men 
V.  10.  If  the  duj?i  &c.  By  this  oriental  hyperbole  he  here  mentioned  ccanpofed  their  retinues;  and  were  no  doubt 
exprefiea  the  great  number  of  his  army.  the  Bower  of  the  youth  of  their  refpe&nre  province*.  How 

V.  «.  Let  mot  him ,  &c.  A  eery  emphsticil  metaphor;  many  each  bad  with  Mm,  we  can  hardly  conjecture.  See 
equivalent  to  our  eronwg  before  empte/t.  .  c.a. 

COO 


Ahab, 


aitJ deflated)  the  Syrian/  J  KINGS#  XX#  w  rtw  djfiimt  S stiff tr 

15  Ahab,  u  fhall  order  the  battle  ?*'  He  aAfwered :  “  Tfcyfelfi"— Then  Ahab  mufc 
tered  the  young  men  belonging  to  the  chiefs  of  provinces  ;  and -they  /were  two1 
hundred  and  thirty* two.  After  tbefe,  he  muftered  the  whole  people,  aft  the  chi!- 

16  dren  of  Ifrael ;  feven  thoufand. — They  went  out  of  Samaria ,  at  mid-day ;  whikBen- 
Adad  and  the  kings  that  were  with  him  {thirty-two  kings,  his  auxiliaries)  were 

17  caroufing  m  booths.  The  young  men,  belonging  to  the  chiefs  of  provinces,  went 
out  firft :  and  when  Ben-Adad  fent  to  know  who  they  were ;  it  was  told  him, 

»8  that  %t  men  were  coming  from  Samaria.”  And  he  (aid :  w  Whether  they  come 
“  out  for  peace,  take  them  alive ;  or  whether  they  come  out  for  war,  them 

19  w  alive.”*— But  the  young  men,  belonging  to  the  chiefs  of  provinces,  who  vtet 

20  out  of  the  city,  with  the  forces  that  followed  them,  having  {lain  every  one  his  man, 
the  Syrians  fled,  and  the  Ifraelites  purfued  them:  but  Ben-Adad,  on  horfeback, 

41  efcaped  with  his  horfe-men.  Tet  the  king  of  Ifrael  went  on,  and  finote  botfrhorfea 
and  chariots  ;  and  made  a  great  daughter  of  the  Syrians, 

22  The  fame  prophet,  now,  came  to  the  king  of  Ifrael,  and  faid  to  him :  fi  Be 
“prepared;  and  confider  and  fee,  what  thou  art  to  do:  for,  at  the  return  of 

23  “  the  year,  the  king  of  Syria  will  come  out  againft  thee”  So  it  happened.  For 
the  fervants  of  the  king  of  Syria  faid’  to  Mm:  “  The  God  of  the  Ifraelites  is 
w  a  mountain-god ;  therefore  were  they  ftronger  than  we :  but  let  us  combat  them  in 

44  “  the  plain,  and  then  we  fhall  certainly  be  ftronger  than  they.  But  do  thou  this: 
M  remove  thofe  auxiliary  kings  from  the  places  they  bold ;  and  appoint  lieutenants 

25  “  inftead  of  them  :  and  mufter  up  an  army,  like  the  army  which  thou  haft  loft; 
“  horfe  for  horfe,  and  chariot  for  chariot.  Then  let  us  combat  them  in.  the  plain  : 
w  we  fhall  certainly  be  ftronger  than  they.”  He  liftened  to  their  advice,  and  did 

26  fo.  For,  at  the  return  of  the  year,  Ben-Adad  muftered  the  Syrians,  and  came  to 

27  Aphek,  to  fight  again  ft  the  Ifraelites* — The  children  of  Ifrael,  being  alfo  muftered 
and  completed,  went  out  againft  them ;  and  encamped,  oppofite  to  them,  like  two 

28  final!  flocks  of  goats;  whereas  the  Syrians  filled  the  country.- — But  a  man  of  God 
came  to  the  king  of  Ifrael,  and  faid :  “  Thus  faith  the  Lord  :  *  Becaufe  the  Syrian 
“  have  faid:  The  Lord  is  a  mountain-god,  not  a  valley-god;  I  will  therefore 
“  deliver  into  thine  hands  the  whole  of  that  great  multitude ;  that  ye  may  know,. 

29  “  that  I  am  the  Lord/  ” — Seven  days  they  were  encamped,  one  over  againft  the 
other :  hut,  on  the  feventh  day,  they  met  in  battle ;  when  the  children  of  Ifrael 

30  flew,  In  one  day,  an  hundred  thoufimd  Syrians,  The  reft  took  refuge  in  the.  city 
of  Aphek ;  where  a  wall  fell  in  upon  this  refidue,  of  twenty-feven.  thoufand  men. 
Ben-Adad  alfo,  when  he  fled,  went  into  that  city,  and  bid bhafelfin.  an  inner  cham- 

urumton  vote. 

Y.  27.  Uie  tw  fwkjli  Jtocl*  cf  goatt*  The  hiftorian  could  not  better  exprei#  die  faraHncfg  of  the  Ifriclite  army. 

Goat*  are  never  feen  in  large  flock®  like  deep. 
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Abab  maldh  Pease 


I  KINGS.  XX.  Syria;  but 


bcr :  when  his  fervant  faid  to  him :  44  Lo  !  now,  we  have  heard,  that  the  kings  of  31 
44  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  are  merciful  kings :  let  us,  we  pray  thee,  put  fcckcloth  about 
44  our  loins,  and  ropes  about  our  necks  ;  and  let  us  go  to  the  king  of  Ifrael:  per- 
“  haps,  he  will  fpare  ||  thy  life,”  |  So,  girding  fackcloth  about  their  loins,  and  put-  32 
ting  ropes  about  our  necks,  they  came  to  the  king  of  Ifrael ;  and  faid ;  44  Thy  fer- 
“  vant  Ben-Adad  faith  :  *  I  pray  thee,  fpare  my  life/  **  He  anfwered  :  44  Is  he  yet 
“  alive  l  He  is  ray  brother.”  The  men,  taking  this  for  a  good  omen,  inftandy  took  33 
the  hint,  and  faid  :  “  Thy  brother  Ben-Adad.”  Then  faid  he:  44  Go,  bring  him 
44  hither.”  So  Ben-Adad  coming  forth  to  him,  he  took  him  up  into  the  chariot. 
And  Ben-Adad  faid ;  “  The  cities,  which  my  father  took  from  thy  father,  I  will  34 
44  reftore ;  and  thou  mayft  make  outlets  for  thyfelf  in  the  territories  gf  Damafcua,  as 
“  my  father  made  in  the  territories  Samaria.”  Then  faid  Ahab :  44  On  that  con- 
“  dition  I  will  let  thee  go.”  So  he  made  a  covenant  with  him,  and  let  him  go. — 

But  a  certain  man,  one  of  the  prophets,  at  the  command  of  the  Lord,  faid  to  his  33 
neighbour  :  u  Smite  me,  I  pray  thee.”  And  when  the  man  refufed  to  finite  him, 
he  faid  to  him :  “  Becaufe  thou  haft  difobeyed  the  command  of  the  Lord,  as  foon  36 
u  as  thou  fhalt  have  departed  from  me,  a  lion  will  flay  thee,”  The  man  had  no 
fooner  departed  from  him,  than  a  lion  met  him,  and  flew  him.— The  prophet  then  37 
found  another  man,  to  whom  he  faid :  Smite  me,  I  pray  thee.”  And  the  man 
fo  finote,  that,  in  fmiting,  he  wounded  him.  The  prophet  then  went,  and  waited  38 
on  the  way  for  the  king,  having  difguifed  himfelf  by  a  bandage  on  his  face.  And  39 
when  the  king  was  paffing  by,  he  called  aloud  to  the  king,  and  faid :  “  Thy  fer- 
“  vant  went  out  into  battle  5  when, lot  a  man,  turning  afide  tomet  brought  another 
44  man,  and  faid ;  *  Keep  this  man :  if  by  any  means  he  be  miffing,  thy  life  fhall  go 
44  for  his  life ;  or  thou  fhalt  pay  a  talent  of  filver/  But,  while  thy  fervant  was  40 
44  hufied  here,  and  there,  the  man  was  goae/’—The  king  of  Ifrael  laid  to  him : 

41  Thou,  thyfelf,  haft  decided  thy  doom.”  The  prophet ,  on  this,  fuddenly  took  41 
the  bandage  off  his  face,  when  the  king  of  Ifrael  perceived  that  he  was  one  of  the 
propheta.  The  prophet  then  faid  to  him :  “  Thus  faith  the  Lord  :  4  Becaufe  thou  4a 


VARIOUS  READING. 

V.  31.  H  our  lives t  SEP.  SYR.  YtJLG. 

imismiT  BOTsa. 


V.  31.  And  rapes  about  oar  n etis.  The  Hebrew  word 
il  heads  :  but  I  am  convinced  that  the  meaning  »  weeks ; 
Md  to  the  Arabic  truiflator  undnrftood  it.  See  c.  a. 

V.  33.  Took  the  hint.  A#  the  Greek  and  Vulgate  ren¬ 
der  it;  took  the  word  out  of  bit  mouth. 

V.  34.  Owlets.  So  1  render  the  word  which  is  tran dated 
jSr WO  in  our  common  verfion.  Thofc  outlets  were,  mnft 
probably,  for  pa  flu  rage  :  and  the  Englifh  word  w  a  literal 
tranflitlOn  of  the  Hebrew.  See  c.  a. 

V.  35.  Smite  me.  The  Arabic  tnuflaUoa,  Stake mt  on  the 
bead.  See  c.  a.  and  comp.  vet.  38. 


V.  38.  By  a  lasoiage,  & c.  The  prcfcnt  Heb.  text  has 
aShts  }  but  this  is  evidently  a  corruption.  Sec  c.  a.  The 
bandage  tnight  1m  placed,  alfo>  to  hide  the  wound,  which 
he  had  received.  Sec  above,  v«r.  33. 

V.  39.  If  by  any  meats.  See.  This  fuppofes  that  the 
keeper  undertook  this  charge,  on  thefe  ctwxliiions, 

V,  40,  Was  bvfitd  here,  and  then.  The  Greek  tranflator 
and  Chaldee  paraphraft  feem  to  have  read  a  different  word 
in  their  copies  ;  and  renders  while  I  was  looking  about  this 
way  and  that  kuoj.  See  C.  a. 
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tr  nxcvrageJ  tyfalfe  PropbtU  I  KINGS*  XXII,  to  attatl  Ramth-Gilead* 

«  haft  let  go,  out  of  thine  hands,  a  man  devoted  to  dcftrudion,  therefore  thy  life 
43  “  {hall  go  for  his  life,  and  thy  people  for  his  people.” — So  the  king  of  Ifrael  returned 
home,  furly  and  difeontented ;  and  catne  to  Samaria, 

*  ThueB  years  palled  without  war  between  Syria  and  Ifrael.  But,  in  the  third 
year,  it  happened,  that  Jolhaphat,  king  of  Judah,  came  to  vtfit  the  king  of  Ifrael : 

3  when  the  king  of  Ifrael  laid  £0  his  fervantS ;  “  Know  ye  not  that  Ramoth-Gilead 
is  ours?  and  £hali  we  delay  to  take  it  out  of  the  poffeffion  of  the  king  of  Sy*#?' 

4  He  then  laid  to  Jolhaphat;  w  Wilt  thon  go  with  }j  me  to  battb^  Zmo  Ramoth- 
3  “  Gilead  V*  And  Jolhaphat  laid  to  the  king  of  Ifrael :  u  As  thou  art  difpofed,  Co 

“  am  I  j  as  thy  people,  fo  my  people,  as  thy  horfemen,  fo  my  horfemen  :  yet,  I 
u  pray  thee,  (faid  Jolhaphat  *  to  the  king  of  Ifrael)  confult,  on  this  occafion, 
6  u  the  will  of  the  Lord.” — On  this,  the  king  aftembled  •  the  prophets ;  about 
four  hundred  men ;  to  whom  he  faid :  “  Shall  I  go  to  battle,  againft  Ramoth-Gi- 
u  lead  ?  or  lhall  I  forbear  ?”  They  anfwered ;  u  Go  j  for  the  Lord  will  deliver 
y  M  it  into  the  hands  of  the  king.”  But  Jolhaphat  laid ;  H  Is  there  not,  beftde  ibefe% 

8  a  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  whom  we  may  confult  **  There  is,  indeed,  one  man 
w  (faid  the  king  of  Ifrael  to  Jolhaphat)  whom  we  may  confult ;  Miehaiah  Ben- 
41  Imlah :  but  him  I  hate ;  for  he  never  prophefieth  good  concerning  me,  but  evil.** 

9  Jolhaphat  anfwered ;  u  Let  not  the  long  fpeak  lb,”— -Then  the  king  of  Ifrael  called 
id  a  eunuch,  and  laid :  u  Bring,  inllantly,  Miehaiah  Ben-Imlah,**— Now  the  king  of 

Ifrael,  and  Jolhaphat  king  of  Judah,  were  feated,  each  on  his  throne,  clothed  in 
their  robes  of  ftate,  in  a  void  fpace  at  the  gate  of  Samaria ;  and  all  the  prophets 
j  i  were  prophdying  before  them »  when  Zedekiak  Ben-Cheoaanah,  having  prepared 
horns  of  iron,  laid ;  “  Thus  faith  the  Lord  :  4  With  thefe  lbalt  thou  gore  the  Sy- 

12  w  nans,  until  thou  have  deftroyed  them.*  ”  In  like  manner,  all  the  other  prophets 
prophefied,  laying:  “  Go  on,  unto  Ramoth-Gilead,  and  profper:  for  the  Lord 

13  “  will  deliver  it  into  the  hands  of  the  king.1* — Meanwhile,  the  mefienger,  who  had 
gone  to  call  Miehaiah,  fpoke  to  him,  faying ;  “  Lo!  now,  the  prophets  with  one 
w  accord  p redid  good  things  to  the  king :  let  thy  words,  I  pray  thee,  be  like  their 

14  4‘  words,  and  predid  thou  good.”  Miehaiah  anfwered;  “  As  the  Lord  liveth, 

15  “  whatfoever  the  Lord  laith  to  me,  that  will  I  fpeak,**— So  he  came  to  the  king ; 
and  the  king  faid  to  him :  u  Miehaiah,  lhall  we  go  to  battle,  againft  Ramoth-Gilead? 

VARIOUS  READING  I. 

CH.  XXH.  ver.  4.  Q  */,  sep. — -V.  5.  *  Jang  of  JuJahy  sep. — V.  6 .  *  «//*  sep. 

BiriiHiTOl  T  MOTES. 

Cb.  ixIl  >rcr.  6.  For  firLoiD.  Thu  foew«,  that  although  threfbiag-jiocr  /  which  in  Judea  was  usually  in  the  open 
thefe  were  fahe  prophet*  j  yet,  at  that  time,  both  they,  and  air.  Here  it  might  ferve  for  two  purpo&s  s  for  a  general 
their  king,  acknowledged  the  God  ofUfoeL-"  thiefluDg-flpor ;  and  for  a  court  of  jtrft  ice,  which  wxs  com- 

V.  10.  Jo  a  void  jp***.  The  original  word  Jjgoifics  a  moaty  adroimftered  at  die  city.gate, 
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or 


The  Prophet  Muhmak  I  KINGS.  XXII.  Jhabfrm  War, 

u  or  fliall  we  forbear?”  He  anfwered ;  u  Go,  andprofper :  for  the  Lord  will  de- 
u  liver  it  into  the  hands  of  the  king,”  But  the  king  faid  to  him :  w  How  often  16 
w  mud  I  adjure  thee  to  tell,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  nothing  but  the  truth  ?” 
Then  f  Michaiah  Hud:  u  1  daw  J|  all  the  Ifraelites  Mattered  upon  the  hills,  like  17 
•*  fhecp that  have  no  fhepherd:  and  the  Lord  laid:  *  Thefe  have  no  mafters:  let 
u  them  return  peaceably,  eveiy.man  do  hb  own  home.*  ” — The  king  of  Ifrael  then  18 
jaid  to  Jofhaphat :  u  L>id  I  not  tell  thee,  that  he  would  prophefy  no  good,  but  evil, 

**  concemiflg*mcJ”  Again  +  Michaiah  laid  \  u  Hear  thou,  then,  the  word  of  the  19 
“  Lord.  I  law  the  Lord,  f  the  God  of  Ifrael,  ( fitting  on  his  throne,  and  all  the 
“  heavenly  holt  attending  him,  on  his  right  hand,  and  on  his  left :  and  the  Lord  so 
w  laid.:  *  Who  will  entice  Ahab  to  go,  and  fall,  at  Ramoth-Gftead  ?*  And  one  laid 
"  one  thing,  and  another  another  thing :  when  the  lying  fpirit  prefented  himfelf,  tt 
uand  laid:  1 1  will  entice  him,*  *  By  what  means?’  faid  the  Lord  to  him.  ‘I  aa 
“  will  . go  forth,’  laid  he,  *  and  will  be  a  lying  Ipirit  in  the  mouths  of  his  prophets.* 

“  ‘  Thou  fhalt  entice,  and  prevail  (faid  tbc  Lo&dJ:  go  forth,  and  fo  da*  Lo  1  2$ 
“  now,  then,  the  Lord  hath  put  a  lying  fpirit  in  the  mouths  of  all  thefe  thy  pro- 
w  phets ;  for.  the  Lord  hath  denounced  evil  againft  thee.**  Then  Zedekiah  Ben-  24. 
Chcnaanah,  approaching,  fmote  Michaiah  on  the  cheek,  and  faid :  **  How  went 
**  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  from  me,  to  fpeak  by  thee  ?”  Michaiah  anfwered :  “  Lot  25 
w  thou  lhalt  fee  tow,  in  that  day,  in  which  thou  fhalt  go,  into  the  innermofl  chain- 
“  her,  to  hide  thyfeE” — The  king  of  Ifrael  then  faid ;  **  Take  Michaiah  back  to  16 
w  Amon  the  governor  of  the  city  and  to  Joafh  Ben-melech  ;  and  fay :  *  Thus  faith  27 
•*  the  king ;  Put  this  1 man  in  prifbn,  and  feed  him.  with  the  bread  of  affliftion  and 
“  with  the  water  of  aflrli£Hon,  until  I  return  in  fhfety.*  ”  Michaiah  laid :  41  If  in-  28 
w  deed  thou  return  in  lafety,  the  Lord  hath  not  fpoken  by  me.”  |J  He  added : 
u  Give  ear,  O  people !  all  of  you.”  | 

So  the  king  of  llrael,  and  Jofhaphat  king  of  Judah,  went  up  to  Ramoth- Gilead  :  29 
when  the  king  of  Ifrael  laid  to  Jofhaphat :  **  I  will  difguife  myfelf,  when  I  go  to  30 
w  battle ;  but  keep  thou  on  thy  robes  of  ftate.”  So  the  king  of  Ifrael  difguifed 
himfelf,  and  fo  went  to  battle, — Now  the  king  of  Syria  had  given  a  charge  to  his  31 

VARIOUS  readings.  ■ 

V.  17.  f  syr.  and  fome  copies  of  aep,  lb.  1|  wanting  in  syr.  Arab,  and  t  ms. — V.  19,  f  sep.  str. 
lb.  f  sep.  See  c.  a. — V.  28.  Q  wamiog  in  moft  copies  of  srp.  See  c.  a. 

IIMiil  A  T  O  a  T  IOTH 

V.  1$.  He  attfvtertdi  “  fk,  8ce.  ironically  j  and  with  a  at  leaft  fo  to  me  it  appears, 
tone,  no  doubt,  that  made  the  king  lee  hit  meaning.  V.  47.  Feed  him  w th  the  bread  of  affi8ian>  &c.  L  e.  give 

V.  41.  When  the  lying  /pint.  Lymg  b  not  in  the  OnVi-  him  merely  what  b  neceSary  for  hb  fopportance ;  as  the 
sal  $  but  there  b  a  letter  prefixed  to  Jfirit  equivalent,  tor  Syriac  and  Arabic  tiaoflatorg  have  well  xendeced  it. 
the  mofl  part,  to  our  definite  article.  This  b  the  firft  V.  30.  / 1 vUI  fifoufr  tnjt/eff.  See.  Id  all  the  yet  known 
example  which  1  dearly  find,  in  the  Old  Trftameat,  of  the  Hebrew  copies,  there  w  bore  -a  capital  corruption.  They 
perfontfica*  k>a  of  &urit*  For  the  reft,  this  whole  rrpre-  make  Ahab  foy :  t Difguife  thorn  Uy/eJf,  See.  But  all  the 
jentatfon  n  10  be  confidered  as  a  mere  oriental  allegory:  antieut  wrfiona,  except. the  Vulgate,  read  right.  See  c.  %. 
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Ahab  float  at  Romoth-Cskod,  \  KINGS*  XXII,  Jfhaphot  King  of  JuddS. 

thirty-two  captains  who  commanded  his  chariots,  faying :  **  Fight  neither  with 
31  44  fmali,  nor  great ;  fave  only  with  the  king  of  IfiaeL” — Now  when  the  captains  of 
the  chariots  faw  Jofhaphat,  they  faid ;  u  That  is,  furely,  the  king  of  Iftael and 

33  turned  their  arms  again  ft  him.  But  00  Joftiaphat’s  calling  aloud,  the  captains  of 
the  chariots  perceived  that  he  was  not  the  king  of  Ifrael,  and  left  off  purfuing  him* 

34  Meanwhile,  a  certain  man  drew  his  bow,  at  random,  and  fmote  the  king  of  Ifrael 
between  the  joinings  of  his  coat  of  mail ;  on  which  he  laid  to  his  charioteer: 

35  44  Turn  thine  hand,  and  carry  me  out  of  the  hoft  ;  for  I  am  wounded,”  But  the 
battle  growing  hotter,  on  that  oceafion,  the  long  was  ftayed  up,  in  his  chariot, 
againft  the  Syrians,  f  fro®  mom  to  eve ;  |  the  blood  of  the  wound  running  down, 

36  all  the  while ^  into  the  bottom  of  the  chariot :  and,  in  the  evening,  he  died.  Then, 
as  the  fun  was  going  down,  a  proclamation  was  made  throughout  the  hoft,  that 

37  every  man  might  return  to  his  own  city  and  territory.— -Thus  died  the  king, 

38  and  was  brought  to  Samaria :  and  they  buried  the  king  in  Samaria,  And  when 
they  waflied  his  chariot,  and  rinfed  his  armour,  ia  the  pool  of  Samaria,  the  dogs 

39  licked  up  his  blood,  according  to  the  words*  which  the  Loud  had  fpoken, — Now, 
the  reft  of  the  ads  of  Ahab,aTl  that  he  did;  the  houfe  of  ivory  which  he  con* 
ftru&ed;  and  the  cities  which  he  builded:  are  recorded  in  the  chronicles  of 

40  the  longs  of  Ifrael. — So  Ahab  flept  with  bis  forefathers;  and  his  fon  Ahaziah 
reigned  in  his  ftead, 

§  1$.  'Short  Hiftory  of  the  Reign  of  Jfhaphat^  King  of  Judah , 

41  IN  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Ahab,  ling  of  Ifrael,  Jofhaphat  Ben-Afah 
4?  became  king  of  Judah.  Jofhaphat,  when  he  began  to  reign,  was  thirty-five  years 

old $  and  be  reigned,  at  Jerufaiem,  twenty-five  years.  The  name  of  his  mother 
43  was  Azuba,  daughter  of  Shilhi. — He  entirely  followed  the  way  of  his  father  ;  from 
46  it  he  never  deviated  :  doing  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  Nay,  the 

VARIOUS  READING. 

V,  35,  f  *6F, 


EinmTOU  K0TZ9, 

V.  34.  Feivaeu  the jamngs,  Arc.  Although  I  have  fi>  kinv  was  dead.  Seec,  a. 
tran  Gated  the  word*,  with  B1  oft  modem  interpreters  $  I  con-  V.  38.  And  rtttjei  bit  armour.  In  the  prefent  text  the 
fels  I  am  Dot  quite  Cttisfied  with  the  tiaofiaimn.  The  words  fcem  to  have  been  tranfpofed.  I  have  followed  <the 
Greek  tianflator  renders,  between  tbt  hunt  and  the  hreafl-  order  of  the  Syriac  rerfion.  The  Greek  tranflator  gives  the 
plats :  end  Jerora,  between  the  hags  mi  the  flomoeh,  What  words  another  torn :  and  render*,  the  harlots  ow/W  them* 
they  read  in  their  text  I  cannot  readily  conjecture.  See  c.  8.  fehtt  m  the  Mood,  See,  Jofephus  fays  that  it  wot  afterwords 
V.  3  C.  The  king  tw as  flayed  up,  &c.  Left  the  knowledge  the  etflom  for  harlots  to  waft  ia  that  pool.  See  C.  *. 
of  hk  death  among  the  people  Ibonld  throw  terror  among  V,  39.  The  houfe  of  Ivory  ;  i  e.  decorated  with  ivory, 
them.  V.  43,  See.  The  text  has  here  been  ftrangdy  roifarranged. 

Ih.  From  mom  to  eve,  Sc.  I  have  not  only  followed  the  I  have  endeavoured  to  reft  ore  it  to  what !  think  cnnft  have 
reading  brut  alto  the  arrangement  of  the  Greek,  which  ia  been  the  primitive  order.  I  have,  however,  made  no  tranf* 
evitkmly  better  than  that  nif  the  prefent  text.  See  c.  %.  pofit  ton  but  of  whole  vertex  j  except  a  part  of  ver.  43.  which 
V.  37.  Thus  deed  the  Hag,  The  Creek  t  ran  Gator  and  1  place  after  ver.  4S.  and  of  ver.  48.  which  I  place  after 
Jnfepbus  make  this  a  part  of  the  proclamation,  far  that  the  ver.  49.  See  o*  a. 

2c  5 


remnant 


Jofbapbat't  nawd  Expedition  I  KINGS#  XXII 


deflated.  Hu  Death. 


remnant  of  catamites,  who  had  been  fpared  in  the  days  of  his  father,  he  expelled 
from  the  land. — Only  the  hill-chapels  were  not  aboliflied :  the  people  ftill  facri- 
ficed,  and  burned  incenfe  in  hill-chapels. 

Joshaph AT  having  made  peace  with  the  king  of  Ifrael;  and  there  being  no 
king  in  Edom,  but  a  vice-king  of  the  king  of  fudab  ;  Jofliapbat  builded  Chips  of  45 
Tharfhifh,  at  Ezion-geber,  to  go  to  Ophir  for  gold.  Then  fald  Ahaziah  Ben-Ahab  49 
to  Jolhaphat :  u  Let  my  fervants  go,  in  the  ihips,  with  thy  fervants to  which 
Jofhaphat  confented.  But  the  expedition  went  not  on :  for  the  ihips  were  wrecked, 
at  Ezion-geber. — Now  the  reft  of  the  a&s  of  Jofhaphat ;  all  the  valour  he  displayed,  45 
and  the  wars  he  was  engaged  in ;  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Ju¬ 
dah. — And  Jolhaphat  flept  with  his  forefathers  5  and,  with  his  forefathers,  was  50 
buried  in  the  city  of  his  forefather  David:  and  his  fon  Jorara  reigned  in  his  ftead. 

IlfLAHATOlt  HOTBB. 

V.  A7.  Then  Ittng  no  in«y  in  Edom,  Sfc.  Thu  gave  Kifiottfiut.  But  this  is  totally  irreconcilable  with  Chrom- 
Ja  flu  pant  an  opportunity  of  coaftni&mg  a  Beet  without  dc* ;  and  the  corruption  ss  cafity  accounted  for.  See  c.  a. 
impediment  at  Ezion-geber:  which  vu  u  Edomite  port.  V.  50.  Here,  with  Carcntafc  and  Matthew,  I  end  the 
See  c.  a.  firft  book  of  King! :  a  much  more  proper  dmfion  than  the 

V.  40.  To  which  Jofhabhat  computed.  The  prefect  text,  common  one,  which  disjoint  a  part  of  the  hum  rtiga. 
with  all  the  antient  vemens,  has.  But  Jojbaphat  would 
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7ht  Mcaiiiu  revolt.  Alaxiah  JI  KINGS.  I.  ctmj*k*h  the  GW  of  Ekrott* 

§  i.  Hijhry  of  the  Reign  cf  Ab&Jab,  King  of  lfr ad  j  •iaiih  the  incidental  Hi/tory  of  Eliot. 

51  TN  the  feventeenth  year  of  the  reign  c/’Joihaphat  king  of  Judah,  Ahaziah  Ben^ 
A  Ahab  became  king  of  Ifrael,  at  Samaria ;  and  reigned  over  Ifrael  two  years.— 

52  He  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  and  walked  in  the  way  of  his  father,  and 
in  the  way  of  his  mother  f  Jezabel ;  and  in  j|  the  way  of  Jeroboam  |  Ben-Nebat, 

33  who  frfi  caufed  the  Ifraelites  to  fin.  For  he  ferved  Baal,  and  worshipped  him; 
and  provoked  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael;  according  to  &U 
that  his  father  had  done. 

J  Now,  after  the  death  of  Ahab,  the  Moabites  revolted  from  Ifrael-:  when  Aha* 
ziah,  having  fallen  through  the  lattice  of  his  upper  chamber  in  Samaria,  was  fick 
of  his  wound.  So  he  fent  mefiengers  unto  Ekron ,  and  faid  to  them ;  “  Go,  con? 
“  fult  Beel-zebub,  the  god  of  Ekron;  whether  I  fhall  recover  from  this  dileafe?” 

3  On  this,  an  angel  of  the  Lord  laid  to  Elias,  the  Thilhbite :  “  Arife,  go  to  meet 
“  the  mefiengers  of  the  king  of  Samaria ;  and  fay  to  them :  4  la  it  for  want  of  a 
**  God,  in  Ilrael,  that  ye  are  going  to  confult  Beel-zebub,  the  god  of  Ekron? 

4  “  Now,  therefore,  thus  faith  the  Lord,  to  your  mafler  t  Thou  fhalt  never  come  off 
M  that  bed  in  which  thou  ait  laid ;  but  fhalt  afluredly  die.’  ”  Elias  went,  f  and 

5  told  them  this  :  on  which  the  mefiengers  returned  to  the  king;  who  faid  to 

6  them :  “  Why  are  ye  now  returned  ?**  They  anfwered  :  u  A  man  came  to  meet 
u  us,  and  laid  to  us:  ‘  Return  to  the  king,  who  fent  you,  and  fay  to  him :  Thus 
M  faith  the  Lord  :  Is  it  for  want  of  a  God,  in  Ifrael,  that  ye  are  going  to  con- 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

i  Kings,  ch.  xxn.  ver,  52.  f  SEP.  Ib.  the  Jim  of  the  hcufi  of  Jeroboam.  sep^— CH,  I.  ter.  4.  f  sip.  which 
addition,  I  have  no  doubt,  flood  originally  in  the  text.  See  c.  R. 

EXPiANAToar  trores. 

V,  5 1»  5s,  53,  brought  over  from  the  laft  chapter  of  ^  Ch.  i.  ver,  a.  Tlrtogh  tic  lattice  of  Hr  upper  chamber  ; 

1  Kings,  bee  the  note  at  the  end  of  that  chapter.  i.  e.  from  a  balcony  furrounding  the  roof-room. 
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w  fult  Beel-zebub,  the  god  of  Ekron  ?  Therefore,  thou  fhalt  never  come  off  the  bed 
44  on  which  thou  art  laid ;  but  fhalt  affuredly  die.*  ” — tt  What  fort  of  a  man,”  laid  7 
he  to  them,  44  was  he  who  met  you,  and  fpoke  in  that  manner  ?*  They  anfwered  :  8 

44  A  man  clothed  in  a  hairy  garment,  and  having  a  leathern  girdle  about  his  loins.” 

44  It  is  Elias,  the  Thiflibite,”  faid  he. — The  king  then  fent  to  him  a  captain-of-  9 
fifty,  with  his  fifty  men :  who  went  up  to  him  (for  he  was  then  fitting  on  the  top 
of  the  mountain)  and  faid  to  him :  “  O  man  of  God  !  the  king  faith ;  4  Come 
44  down.’  ”  Elias  anfwered,  and  faid  to  the  captain^f-fifty : 44  If  I  be  a  man  of  God  ;  10 
“  fire  will  come  down  from  the  heavens,  and  blaft  thee,  and  thy  fifty  men.”  Straight, 
fire  came  down  from  the  heavens;  and  blafted  him,  with  his  fifty  men. — Again  the  1 1 
king  fent  to  him  another  captain-of-fifty,  with  his  fifty  men ;  who,  acco fling  him, 
faid :  ,4  O  man  of  God  l  thus  faith  the  king  t  4  Come  down  fpeetfily-  ”  Elias  an.  « 
fwered,  and  faid  to  him :  44  If  I  be  a  man  of  God  j  fire  will  come  down  from  the 
“  heavens,  and  blaft  thee,  and  thy  fifty  men.”  Straight,,  fire  came  down  from  the 
heavens ;  and  blafted  him,  with  his  fifty  men. — Yet,  again,,  the  king  fent  a  third  13 
captain-of-fifty,  with  his  fifty  men.  But  the  third  captain-of-fifty  went  up,  and 
came,  and  fell  upon  his  knees  before  Elias ;  and  befought  him,  and  laid :  “  O  man 
44  of  God  !  let  my  life,  and  the  lives  of  thefe  fifty  men,  thy  fervants,  be  precious 
44  in  thine  eyes.  Lo !  fire  hath  come  down  from  the  heavens,  and  blafted  the  14 
44  two  former  captains- of-fifty,  with  their  fifties:  let  my  Hfe,  now,  be  precious  in 
44  thine  eyes.”— On  this,  an  angel  of  the  Lord  fl  fpoke  to  Elias,  and  faid :  | 14  Go  15 
44  down  with  him :  be  not  afraid  of  facing  him.” — He  then  arofe  and  went  down 
with  him,  unto  the  king ;  to  whom  he  faid : 44  Thus  faith  the  Lord  :  *  Since  thou  16 
44  haft  fent  meffengers  to  confuft  Beel-zebub,  the  god  of  Ekron;  as  if  there  were, 
u  in  Ifrael,  no  God,  to  be  confulted ;  therefore,  thou  (halt  not  come  off  the  bed, 

*'  on  which  thou  art  laid  ;  but  fhalt  affuredly  die/" — So  he  died,  according  to  17 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  Elias  had  fpoken :  and,  as  he  had  no  fon,  f  his 
brother  |  Joram  became  ting  In  his  ftead ;  in  the  ||  fecond  year  of  Joram  Ben- 
Jofhaphat,  king  of  Judah.  Now,  the  reft  of  the  ads  of  Ahaziah,  f  all  that  he  did ;  1  % 

are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael 

VARIOUS  headings. 

V.  15.  B-So  HP.  akab*  vulg.  The  rejt,  faid  u  Eliot. — V.  17.  f  sep.  sir.  tdeg.  Sec  c.  s.  Ib.  0  wanting 
in  sep.  Sec  c.  r.  and  the  note  below. — V.  1 8.  f  «tp.  syr.  ah ab. 

EXPLANATORY  KCTBt. 

V.  Seta  to  hM*captai*-<>f fifty.  To  bring  him  down  by  m  hit  hi.  note*  1  and  with  the  Greek  translator;  more 
&rcc.  For  the  reft,  we  might  can  a  csptain-of.fifty  a  Pen-  properly,  I  thank,  than  in  the  imprccatm  form. 
iaemarcb ,  with  ai  ranch  propriety  as  we  call  the  captain  of  V.  17.  In  ib*  fecond  year,  Jrc.  Ahhoagh  I  ha*e  retained 

•  huodrrd men,  a  centrums  if u&ge permitted.  thefe  worda  ra  the  text,  I  confide*  them  either  aa an  icter- 

V.  10*  Fire,  L  e.  Kghtmng  j  called,  Ter.  la.  the  fire  qf  polatwn,  or  a  mamfeft  error  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  Hf- 
W  1  h*«  rendered  will  amt  do<am9  with  Biihop  Law,  tory,  audeoatradidory  to  ch.  Hi.  to-,  i, 
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i  The  time  being  now  come,  when  the  Lord  would  fnatch  up  Elias  in  an  aerial 
a  temped: :  as  Elias,  accompanied  by  EHfhah,  was  going  from  Gitgal  j  Elias  faid  to 
Elifhah  *  44  Return,  hence,  I  pray  thee ;  for  the  Lord  hath  Cent  me  unto  BetheL” 
But  EHfhah  faid ;  44  As  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  foul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave’ 

3  thee fo  they  went  on,  unto  Bethel*  The  fons  of  the  prophets,  who  were  at 
Bethel,  came  forth  to  EHfhah /and  faid  to  him :  “  Kno weft  thou,  that  the  Lord  will; 
“  this  day,  fnatch  away  thy  maftei  from  thee  ?”  He  anfwered:  44  I  know:  be  quiet.” 

4  Again  Elias  faid  to  EHfhah ;  tt  Return,  hence,  I  pray  thee  j  for  the  Lord  hath  ffeot 
w  me  unto  Jericho.”  But  Elifhah  faid :  41  As  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  foul 

5  44  liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee fo  they  went  on,  unto  Jericho.  The  foas  of  the 
prophets,  who  were  at  Jericho,  came,  like  wife,  to  Elifhah,  and  faid  to  him : 
44  Knowefi  thou,  that  the  Lord  will,  this  day,  fnatch  away  thy  mafter  from  thee?” 

6  He  anfwered ;  44 1  know ;  be  quiet.”  Again  Elias  faid  to  him :  45  Return,  hence, 
44  I  pray  thee  ;  for  the  Lord  hath  fent  me  unto  the  Jordan.”  Elifhah  faid :  44  As 
44  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  foul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee  :*  fo  they  both  went 

7  on  together  |  while  fifty  men,  of  the  fons  of  the  prophets,  went,  and  waited,  in 

8  view,  at  a  diftance, — They  both  flopped  at  the  Jordan ;  when  Elias,  taking  his 
mantle ;  and,  rolling  it  together,  {mote  the  waters  :  which  were  inftandy  divided 

9  hither  and  thither ;  fo  they  both  pafled  over  on  dry  ground.— As  foon  as  they  had 
pafled  over,  Elias  faid  to  Elifhah :  44  Afk  what  1  fhall  do  for  thee,  before  I  be 
44  fnatched  away  from  thee,”  EUfhah  faid  i  44  Let  a  double  portion  of  thy  fpirit 

10  44  reft  upon  me.”  44  Thou  haft  afked,”  faid  he,  44  a  great  boon ;  if  thou  fee  me 

1 1  44  when  fnatched  away  from  thee,  it  will  fo  be ;  if  not,  it  will  not  be,”— -They  were 
flUl  going  on,  and  talking  \  when,  lo !  a  chariot  of  fire,  with  horfes  of  fire,  parted 

1 2  them  afunder :  and  Elias  was  fnatched  away  in  an  aerial  tempeft.  EHfhah  law; 
and  exclaimed;  44  My  father)  my  father!  the  chariot,  and  charioteer  of  lfrael f * 

13  When  he  faw  him  no  more,  he  laid  hold  on  his  own  garment,  and  rent  it  in  two 

14  pieces.  He  then  took  up  the  mantle  of  Elias  (which  bad  dropped  from  him),  and 
came  back  and  flood  by  the  brink  of  the  Jordan :  when,  taking  the  mantle  of  Elias 
(which  had  dropped  from  him),  he  finote  the  waters  ;  f  and,  on  their  not  being 

VHUODB  READING. 

CH.  II-  ver.  14-  f  rocc*  and  fome  copies  of  sep.  See  c.  a. 

ISHitfATOET  WOTSS. 

Ck  il.  wr.  X.  Ia  am  aerial  tempeft  .*  lit.  in  a  trmpeft  of  the  ready  remarked-  Comp,  t  Kings,  20.  35 
heavens  i  which  is  commonly  rendered  to  heave*,  ia  a  tern-  V.  p.  ji  double  portion.  As  waa  given  to  the  firft-bonu 
peft:  for  what  rcafon  I  know  not.  Elias  feems,  like  Ro-  Eli  {hah  was  to  fucceed  Elias  as  chief  of  the  remaining  pro- 
mulus,  to  have  been  carried  off  by  ft  thunder  ftorm.  The  phets.  1  am  not  fare,  however,  if  tb*  teat  would  not  be 
reft  is  oriental  embeMOwnent.  better  rendered:  a  repetition  if  ibyfpirit  s  3  duplicate.  See 

V.  a.  Return,  hence ,  &c.  The  test*  as  it  is  now  e.  a. 
pointed,  has  fay  bores  bat  I  am  perfaaded  that  the  Chat-  V.  12.  The  chariot ,  and  charioteer  of  lfrael.  F.lifbah 
dee  tranllator  has  given  the  true  meaning;  which  I  have  takes  occafion,  from  the  appearance  of  the  fiery  chariot  and 
accordingly  followed*  See  c,  x.  horiics  that  fnatched  up  Elias,  to  call  him  the  chariot  and 

V,  3.  Sent  of  the  prophets  ;  L«.  young  men  who  were  charioteer  of  Ifreel  2  thftt  is,  their  chief  guide  and  guardian, 
educated  in  the  fchooU  of  the  prophets;  as  has  been  al-  See  c.  r*  and  cotmp.  ck  13.  14. 

Vol.  II.  209  Ee  divided, 
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divided,  ]  he  faid  :  M  Where,  then,  is  now  the  God  of  Elias  ?”  and  again  fmote  the 
waters ;  which  were  inflantly  divided  hither  and  thither :  and  Eiifhah  pafled  overr 
When  the  fons  of  the  prophets,  who  were  viewing  at  Jericho,  faw  this,  they  faid :  15 
“  The  fpirit  of  Elias  refteth  on  Eiifhah  :M  and  they  went  to  meet  him ;  and,  bow¬ 
ing  themfelves  to  the  ground  before  him;  they  laid  to  hiiar  u  Lo!  now,  there  16 
44  are,  with  thy  fervants,  fifty  ftrong  men  ;  let  them  go,  we  pray  thee,  and  fearch 
“  for  thy  matter ;  whom  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord,  perhaps,  hath  fnatched  away,  and 
“  thrown  f  into  the  Jordan,  [  or  upon  one  of  the  mountains,  or  into  one  of  the 
valleys/*  He  anfwered :  u  Send  them  not***  .But,  on  their  urging  him  with  17 
importunity,  he  faid ;  w  Send.” — So  they  fent  fifty  men ;  who  fearch ed  three  days* 
fgr  Elias;  but  found  him  not.  When  they  returned  to  Eiifhah,  who  ftill  remained  iS 
at  Jericho,  he  faid  to  them  1  “  Did  I  not  fay  to  you;  4  Go  not  P  ** 

The  men  of  the  city,  then,  faid  to  Eiifhah  ;  **  Lo  l  now,  the  fituation  of  the  191 
u  city  is  agreeable*  as  my-lord  feeth  •  but  the  water  is  bad,  and  the  foil  caufe9  abor- 
u  donsJ*  w  Bring  me,”  faid  he,  “  a  new  pan,  and  put  fait  in  it.”  This  they  20 
brought  him :  when  going  out  unto  the  water-fpring,  he  threw  the  fait  into  it,,  and  at¬ 
tend  :  “  Thus  faith  the  Lord  :  *  I  have  healed  thefe  waters ;  there  fhall  be  no 
“  more  premature  death,  nor  caufe  of  abortion/  M  So  the  waters  were  healed,  and  22 
remain  wholefome  unto  this  day  5  according  to  the  word  of  Eiifhah,  which  he  then. 
fpoke. 

Thence  he  went  unto  Bethel  :  and,  as  he  was  walking  along  the  way,  fome  23 
Uttle  hoys  came  out  of  the  cky  and  mocked  him,  and  faid  to  him :  41  Go  along, 

“  bald-head !  go  along,  ]j  bald-head  !”  |  when,  turning  about,  he  looked  at  them,  24 
and  curfed  them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Inftantfy,  from  the  wood,  rufhed 
two  ihe-bears,  and  tote  two-and-forty  of  thofe  boys, — Thence  he  wont  to  Mount-  25 
Carmel :  and,  thence,  he  returned  to  Samaria. 

i  i.  HJflorjt  of  the  Reign  of  Jar am ,  King  of  Ifratl;  with  the  incidental  Hjftory  tf  the 

Prophet  Eli/hah , 

IN  the  eighteenth  year  of  Jofhaphat,  king  of  Judah,  Jorarn  Ben-Ahab  became  1 
king  over  Ifrael,  at  Samaria ;  and  reigned  twelve  years.  He  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  a 
the  Lord  j  although  not  like  his  father  and  his  mother :  for  he  abolifhed  the 
ftatues  of  Baal,  which  his  father  had  credited.  But  to  the  fins  of  Jeroboam  Ben-  3 

VARIOUS  RSiOlHCV 

V.  16.  f  Wi  See  c-  R.— V ,  23, 1  wanting,  and  perhaps-  better  wanting,  in  SEP.  vat.  and  ald,  and  in  1  M&. 

See  c.  x* 


aXPLAHATO**  VOTE. 

V.  16,  The  Jfriri t  tf  At  Load  ;  L  e.  the  preceding  tempeft  or  thuntfcrftorm. 

Vwy  it  with  honour. 
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They  wiihed  to  fearch  for  his  body). to 

Nebat, 


The  Kiagi  cf  Ifrael  asd  Judah  H  KINGS.  III.  Wear  on  the  Moabda. 

Nebat,  who  firji  caufed  the  Ifraelltes  to  fin,  he  dofely  adhered :  from  them  he  never 
departed. 

4  Now,  Mefhaah,  king  of  Moab,  being  rich  in  fheep,  paid,  annually ,  to  the  king 
of  Ifrael  an  hundred  thoufand  lambs,  and  an  hundred  thoufand  unfhom  wethers.— 

5  But,  after  the  death  of  Ahab,  the  Hug  of  Moab  revolted  from  the  king  of  Ifrael. 

6  So  king  Joram,  at  the  time  of  his  earning  to  the  throne ,  went  from  Samaria,  and 

7  muttered  all  the  Ifraclites.  He  fent  alfo  meflengers  to  Jofhaphat,  king  of  Judah, 
faying:  w  The  king  of  Moab  hath  revoked  from  me:,  wilt  thou  go  with  me  to 
44  battle  again  ft  the  Moabites?”  He  anfwered:  44  I  will  go:  as  thou  art  dlfpofed, 

8  “  fo  am  I ;  as  thy  people,  fo  my  people ;  as  thy  horfemen,  fo  my  horfemen.  But 

u  what  route  fhall  we  take  r*  faid  he.  44  The  route  through  the  wildernefs  of 

44  Edom,”  faid  the  other. 

9  So  the  king  of  Ifrael,  and  the  king  of  Judah,  and  the  wr-king  of  Edom,  fet 
out:  but,  after  a  circuitous  march  of  three  days,  no  water  was  found  for  the  hoft, 

10  and  for  the  cattle  that  followed  them.  The  king  of  Ifrael  then  laid :  a  The  Loud, 

44  alast  hath  aflembled  thefe  three  kings  to  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  the 

u  44  Moabites  1”  But  Jofhaphat  faid :  “  Is  there  no  prophet  of  the  Lord  here ;  hy 

44  whom  we  may  confult  the  Lord  ?’*  One  of  the  fervants  of  the  king  of  Ifrael 
anfwered,  and  faid:  “Here  is  Elifhah  Ben-Shaphat,  who  poured  water  on  the 

12  “  hands  of  Elias.”  Jofhaphat  faid :  “  With  him  is  the  word  of  the  Lord.”  So 
the  king  of  Ifrael,  and  the  king  of  Judah,  and  the  wee-king  of  Edom,  went  to 

13  him.  But  to  the  king  of  Ifrael  Elifhah  faid :  “  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee  ?  Apply 
“  to  the  prophets  of  thy  father,  and  to  the  prophets  of  thy  mother.”  “  Nay,” 
faid  the  king  of  Ifrael,  “  it  is  the  Lord,  who  hath  aiTembled  thefe  three  kings  to- 

14  “  get  her,  to  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Moabites,”  44  As  the  Lord  liveth,” 
anfwered  Eiilhah,  44  whofe  minifter  I  am  |  were  it  not  my  refpeft  for  the  prefence 

15  "  of  the  king  of  Judah  j  I  would  neither  regard  thee,  nor  fee  thee.  But,  now, 
44  bring  me  a  minftrel.”  And,  while  the  minftrel  played ;  Elifhah,  infpired  by 

16  God,  faid  :  “  Thus  faith  the  Lord:  4  Make  ditches,  and  ditches,  in  this  torrent- 

17  44  channel  for  thus  faith  the  Lord  i  4  Ye  fhall  fee  neither  wind  nor  rain:  yet 
“  this  torrent-channel  fhall  be  fo  filled  with  water ;  that  both  ye,  and  your  cattle 

18  “of  all  kinds,  fhall  drink  abundantly.’  Nay,  this  is  but  a  flight  ^matter  in  the 

19  “  eyes  of  the  Lord  :  he  will,  moreover,  deliver  the  Moabites  into  your  hands :  and 
44  ye  fhall  demolifh  their  ftrongeft  and  beft  towns }  fell  every  fine  tree ;  flop  up  every 

20  44  well  of  water ;  and  mar  with  ftones  every  good  piece  of  land.”  When  the  next 

EXPLANATORY  NOTE*. 

Ch.  BL  ver.  16.  Make  dtithtt,  and  thichu,  i.  e.  many  of  Mo fca  j  but,  in  the  days  of  the  lungs,  the  laws  of 

dtiebet  t  as  we  fey  more,  and  mare.  Mofes  were  not  ftri&ly  obfemd.  After  all,  the  word  jmt 

V.  19.  Ewj  Juu  tret}  i.  e.  according  to  mo  ft  inter-  or  good  may  bene  mean  every  goodly  foreft  tree;  which  the 

preters,  every  fruit  tree.  This  was  forbu-'dtn  by  the  law  law  allowed  to  be  felled,  in  an  enemy's  country. 
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Elifbab  xukrpEeth  Oil. 


morning  came,  about  the  time  of  offering  the  facrifice,  lo !  fo  much  water  came, 
from  the  way  of  Edotn,  that  the  land  was  overflowed  with  water. 

Now,  the  Moabites,  on  hearing  that  thofe  kings  were  coming  to  fight  agalnft  21 
them,  had  fummoned  together  all  who  were  able  to  bear  arms,  young  and  old ; 
and  were  then  polled  on  the  borders.  When  they  arofe  next  morning,  while  the  iz 
fun  fhone  upon  the  waters,  the  Moabites  faw  the  waters,  over  agalnft  them,  red  as 
blood  j  and  faid :  M  It  is  blood  fhed  by  the  fword :  the  kings  have  fought  together,  13 
“  and  have  fmitten  one  another :  fo,  Moabites !  now  to  the  fpoil,”  But  when  they  24 
came  to  the  camp  of  Ifrael,  the  Ifraelites  rofe  up,  and  attacked  the  Moabites,  who 
fled  before  them.  So  they  fmote  the  Moabites  completely,  and  demolifhed  their  25 
cities.  And  every  good  piece  of  land  they  cumbered,  each  man  calling  a  ftone 
upon  it.  Every  well  of  water  they  flopped  up  ;  and  every  fine  tree  they  felled. 
The  walls  of  Kir-haiafheth  now  only  remained :  and  it  the  (lingers  had  furrounded, 
and  affaulted ♦  when  the  king  of  Moab,  feeing  that  the  battle  was  too  hard  for  him,  26 
attempted,  with  feven  hundred  men,  fword  in  hand,  to  break  through  unto  the 
king  of  Edom  5  but  could  not.  On  this,  he  took  hl3  eldeft  fon,  who  Ihould  have  27 
reigned  in  his  ftead,  and  offered  him  an  hotocauft  upon  the  wall :  at  which  the 
Ifraelites  were  fo  greatly  affeded,  that  they  departed  from  him,  and  returned  to  their 
own  land. 

A&otrr  this  time ,  a  certain  woman,  the  wife  of  one  of  the  fons  of  the  prophets,  1 
addrefled  Elifhah,  faying  :  u  Thy  fervant,  my  hulband,  is  dead ;  and  thou  k noweft 
tf  that  thy  fervant  revered  the  Lord.  Now  the  creditor  is  come  to  take  away  my 
*  two  fons,  to  be  his  flaves.”  Elifhah  faid  to  her :  “  What  {hall  I  do  for  thee  ?  What  2 
"  haft  thou  in  the  houfe  ?”  She  anfwered :  u  In  the  houfe  thy  hand-maid  hath 
**  not  any  thing,  lave  J  a  little  oil,”  j  He  faid :  **  Go  about,  and  borrow,  from  all  3 
u  thy  neighbours,  veffels,  empty  veffels ;  borrow  not  a  few :  then  go  in,  and  Ihut  4 
w  the  door  upon  thyfelf  and  thy  fons ;  and  pour  out  the  oil  into  all  thofe  veffels ; 
u  fettiog  apart  that  which  is  full.”  So  fhe  went  from  him  j  and,  having  borrowed  5 
vejfclst  fhe  Huai  the  door  upon  herfelf  and  her  fons ;  and,  as  they  brought  veffels  to 
her,  fhe  poured  out  the  oil  When  all  the  veffels  were  full,  fhe  faid  to  her  ||  fon :  6 

u  Bring  me  yet  another  veffel,”  |f  He  anfwered  :  u  There  is  not  a  veffel  more 
fo  the  oil  flopped. — She  then  went,  and  told  the  man  of  God  j  who  faid :  7 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  IV .  Ter.  2.  fl  the  at  vrith  •which  I  anoint  myfelf  SEP.  VULC.  Sec  C.  R.— V.  6.  If  fins,  sbp.  Ib.  |  They,  sep. 

UFLiNlTOItr  VOTES. 

V.  24.  So  they  [male  the  Moabite:,  See.  In  tranilatmg  Moab}  sndfeems  at  this  period  to  hare  been  the  capital, 
tin*  very  difficult  paffagr,  which  is  evidently  corrupted,  I  V.  *7.  To  whom  did  the  Icing  of  Moab  offer  up  his  fon? 
have  followed  a  conjcSural  emendation.  See  c.  a.  »  a  queftton  about  which  interpreters  are  divided.  I  think 

Y‘  *5*  ^  'waH*  of  Ktr-hajafhcib  f  Ht.  the fonts  cf,  8tc.  it  was  to  the  tutelar  divinity  of  the  city :  and  that  divinity 
It  is  called  Ksr-harefb  in  Ifaiah  •  and  hmply  Kir.  See  I  fuppofe  to  have  been  the  sum.  See  c.  a.  where  myman- 
Ifa.  l6.  it.  and  1 5. 1%  Ii  was  cue  of  the  principal  cities  erf  ner  of  rendering  this  whole  verfe  «  accounted  for. 
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**  06,  fell  the  oil ;  fetisfy  thy*  creditors ;  and  live,  thou  and  thy  (bos,  on  the  re- 
44  mainder,” 

8  It  happened,  at  another  time,  •when  Elilhah  was  palling  by  Shunam,  t hit  a 
great  woman  there  fo  prefled  him  to  eat  bread ;  that,  as  often  as  he  palled  after- 

9  warJy  he  turned  in  thither  to  eat  bread.  On  this,  the  woman  laid  to  her  hulband; 
44  Lo  !  now  I  am  certain  that  this  man,  who  is  continually  paffirig  by  us,  is  a  holy 

10  44  man  of  GOO :  let  us  make,  1  pray  thee,  a  fmall  chamber  over  the  wall ;  in  which 
“  let  us  place,  for  him,  a  bed,  a  table,  a  feat,  and  a  lamp ;  that,  when  he  cometh  to 

11  w  us,  he  may  turn  in  thither.”  So  the  next  time  he  happened  to  go  that  way,  he 
it  turned  into  the  chamber,  and  lodged  there.  He  then  faid  to  his  attendant  Gehazi: 

13  44  Call  that  Shunamite.”  He  called  her :  and,  while  Ihe  flood  before  him,  Elilhah 
laid  to  him :  44  Speak  thus  to  her :  4  Thou  haft  been  very  folicitous  about  our 
w  welfare :  what  can  be  done  for  thee  ?  Wouldeft  thou  be  fpoken  for  to  the  king, 
44  or  to  the  captain  of  the  hoft  V  ”  She  anfwered  :  44  I  dwell  in  the  midft  of  mine 

14  44  own  people.”  u  What  elfe,  then,  can  be  done  for  her  V  faid  be  to  Gebasu.  Gehazi 

15  anfwered :  u  Indeed,  lhe  hath'  no  fon  j  and  her  hulband  is  old.”  44  Call  her,”  faid 

16  he :  and  when  lhe  was  called,  and  flood  at  the  door,  he  faid ;  44  At  the  term  ap- 
44  pointed,  according  to  the  time  of  life,  thou  lhalt  embrace  a  fon.”  44  Ah  !  ray- 

17  44  lord  1”  faid  fhe,  44  O  man  of  God  \  deceive  not  thine  hand-maid,”—' The  woman 
conceived,  and  brought  forth  a  fon  at  the  term  which  Elilhah  had  mentioned  to 

18  her ;  according  to  the  time  of  life. — But  when  the  child  was  grown  up,  it  happened 

19  on  a  day,  that  he  went  out  to  his  father  at  the  reapers  :  when  he  faid  to  his  fa¬ 
ther  :  44  My  head  l  ray  head !”  His  father  faid  to  a  fervant :  44  Carry  him  to  his 

20  44  mother.”  He  was  taken,  and  carried  to  his  mother ;  on  whofe  knees  he  lat 

21  until  noon ;  when  he  died. — She  then  took  him  up,  and  laid  him  on  the  bed  of 

22  the  man  of  God;  and,  having  Ihut  the  door  upon  him,  lhe  went  forth,  and 
called  to  her  hulband,  and  laid  to  him  :  u  Send  me,  I  pray  thee,  one  of  the  young 
44  men,  and  one  of  the  afles  ;  that  I  may  fpeed  to  the  man  of  God  :  I  will  in- 

23  44  ftantly  return.”  44  But  why,”  faid  be,  44  wouldeft  thou  go  to  him  to-day  ?  It  is 

24  44  neither  new-moon,  nor  labbath  ”  44  Let  me  go,  however, **  faid  lhe. — She  then 

ordered  an  afs  to  be  faddled,  and  faid  to  her  fervant:  44  Drile  on;  flack  not  my' 

15  44 .tiding,  unlefs  I  bid  thee.”  So  he  went  on,  unto  Mount-Carmel,  to  the  man  of 

explanatory  notes. 

Ch.  iv,  ver.  &,  Arc.  This  ftory  of  the  Shunamite  a  net  V.  ia.  My  heed  /  &c.  It  Wa®  probatJy  ajjroi*  of  the  Jm 
in  Jofcphus  ;  nor  what  relates  to  her  In  ch.  8.  caofed  by  the  heat. 

V.  15.  Ekfbab  faid  to  him.  Why  did  he  not  fpcafc  to  V.  23.  his  neither  new -moon,  nor  fahbath .  By  this  it 
her  htmfelf?  Probably,  becauleit  would  not  have  beende-  appear*,  that  it  wsi  ufnai  on  fuch  occafions  to  vifit  the 
cent  for  her  to  enter  ioto  his  chamber.  Comp.  ver.  15.  and  prophets :  and  probably  to  make  them  prefcntu  of  victuals, 
fee  c.  a.  Ib.  Let  me  go ,  however.  There  is  but  one  word  in  the 

lb.  I  dwell  in  the  mhlf  of  mine  own  people.  I  live  among  original,  fignifying  peace.  I  have  followed  the  tarn  of  the 
my  friends,  and  want  nothing  from  the  king  or  his  fervants.  Latin  Vulgate,  we  might  alfo  fay;  V try  well;  no  matter  ; 

V.  1 6.  eft  the  term,  8cc.  i.  e.  the  time  appointed  by  narnre  never  minX. 
for  the  gelation  of  a  living  child.  Comp.  Gen.  18.  10,  J4. 
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God.  When  the  man  of  God  faw  her,  at  a  diftance,  he  (aid  to  his  fervant  Ge¬ 
hazi  ;  “  Lo!  cometh  that  Shunamite:  run  now,  I  pray  thee,  to  meet  her;  and  fay  2S 
“  to  her :  ‘  Is  it  well  with  thee  ?  well  with  thy  hufoand  ?  well  with  thy  fon  ?  " — 

She  anfwered :  M  Well.”  But  when  Ihe  came  unto  the  mountain,  to  the  man  of  27 
God,  foe  laid  hold  on  Hia  feet :  when  Gehazi  approaching  to  thruft  her  away,  the 
man  of  God  faid :  “  Let  her  alone :  her  foul  is  forely  grieved :  although  the  Lord 
u  hath  hidden  from  me  the  caufe,  and  hath  not  told  me  of  it.”  On  this  foe  faid  :  a8 
u  Did  I  requeft  of  my*lord  a  fon?  Did  I  not  fay;  •*  Deceive  me  not?’ M  Elifoah  29 
then  faid  to  Gehazi;  “  Gird  thy  loins  ;  and  take  my  ftaff  in  thine  hand,  and  go* 
u  If  thou  meet  any  man,  falute  him  not;  and,  if  any  man  falute  thee,  anfwer  him 
u  not.  And  put  my  ftaff  upon  .the  face  of  the  chiId,”~~But  the  child’s  mother  30 
faid ;  K  As  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  foul  liveth,  I  will  not  quit  thee.”  So  he 
arofe  and  followed  her.— Meanwhile  Gehazi  had  palled  on  before  them,  and  laid  31 
the  ftaff  upon  the  face  of  the  child :  but  neither  voice  nor  fenfation  enfued.  So 
he  returned  to  meet  Elifoah  j  and  faid  to  him  ;  w  The  child  is  not  come  to  life.’* — 
When  Elifoah  entered  the  houfe,  he  found  the  child  dead,  and  laid  upon  his  own  32 
bed ;  fo  he  went  in,  and  fout  the  door  on  them  two ;  and,  having  prayed  to  the  33 
Lord,  he  went  and  laid  himfelf  upon  the  child ;  putting  his  own  mouth  upon 
his  mouth,  his  own  eyes  upon  his  eyes,  and  the  palms  of  his  .own  hands  upon  the  34 
palms  of  his  hands :  and,  while  he  thus  ftretched  himfelf  over  the  child,  *  the 
child's  body  became  warm.  He  then  went  and  walked,  up  and  down,  through  the  35 
houfe ;  and,  going  up  again,  he  ftretched  himfelf  upon  the  child  ;  when  the  child, 
freezing  feven  times,  opened  his  eyes.— Elifoah  then  called  Gehazi,  and  faid :  36 
“  Call  that  Shunamite.”  She  was  called ;  and,  when  foe  came  in  to  him,  he  faid ; 

“  Take  up  thy  fon,”  She  then  went,  and  fell  proftrate  on  the  ground  at  his  feet  j  37 
and  took  up  her  fon  and  went  out. 

Elisha  H  then  returned  to  Gilgal :  when,  there  being  a  famine  in  the  land,  and  38 
the  fons  of  the  prophets  being  his  guefts,  he  faid  to  his  fervant :  w  Put  on  the 
w  great  pot,  and  boil  pottage  for  the  fons  of  the  prophets.” — But  one,  going  out  to  39 
gather  mallows,  found  a  wild  gourd  ;  and  gathered*  from  it,  his  lap  foil  of  wild 
gourd-leaves  ;  and  came  in  and  fored  them,  unwittingly,  into  the  pot  of  pottage.  But  40 
when  the  pottage  was  poured  out,  for  the  men  to  eat,  as  foon  as  they  had  eaten  of 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  34,  *  and  brtathed  into  him,  fome  copies  of  SEP.  and  fo  again,  vei,  25.  See  C.  R* 

Explanatory  notes. 

®9*  tttiy  max  1  falute  him  not.  Sec.  Hebrew  ite's  fan,  that  are  tiled  by  the  Humane  Society :  <uyarmth> 

faiutationa  were  ceremonious  and  tedious.  Elifhah  wi flier  and  afvjtatitm. 

Gehixi  to  make  all  poffible  hafte.  V.  jy.  Snexmgfevtn  times.  Though  I  have  followed  the 

*  •  3,4*  “  the  addition,  and  breathed  into  which  is  common  rendering  of  an  uncommon  word  j  I  am  not  fure 
5?.ll"<Vn  ,*»«  C0PIea  of  the  Greek  verCon,  be  geo  nine,  if  it  means  not  rather  to  wai,  than  to  freeze.  See  c.  a. 
Eiuhph  ufed  nearly  the  lame  means  to  reftore  the  Shuaam- 
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Ac  pottage,  they  exclaimed  $  and  faid ;  **  There  Is  death  In  the  pot,  O  man  of 

41  “  Goo  V*  and  could  eat  no  more. — But  Eliftiah  laid :  “  Take  meal,  J  and  throw  |  it 
“  into  the  pot which  being  done,  he  faid :  *  “  Pour  out  for  the  company  5  and 
14  let  them  eat." — There  was  nothing  now  found  hurtful  iu  the  pot. 

42  Another  rimey  when  a  man,  coming  from  BaaUhalilha,  had  brought  to  the 
man  of  God,  as  firft-fruit-bread,  twenty  barley  loaves,  and  green  ears  of  corn  in 

43  their  hulks ;  he  laid  :  w  Give  tbefe  to  the  company;  and  let  them  eat."  But  his 
fervant  laid  to  him :  “■  What  ?  Ihall  I  fet  thefe  before  an  hundred  men  2”  He  faid 
again :  u  Give  ibefe  to  the  company ;  and  let  them  eat ;  for  thus  frith  the  Lord  j 

44  “  4  They  Ihall  eat,  and  £hall  leave.*  ” — The  loaves  were  then  fet  before  them  ;  and 
they  ate,  and  left ;  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

1  N  a  am  an,  chief  captain  of  the  hoft  of  the  king  of  Syria,  was  a  man  of  great 
power  and  authority  with  his  mailer ;  becaufe,  through  him,  the  Lord  had  faved 
*  Syria,  He  was,  indeed,  a  brave  man;  but  leprous. — Nowfome  Syrian  hordes  had 
gone  out,  and  had  brought  captive,  from  the  land  of  Ifrael,  a  little  girl,  who  waited 

3  on  Naaman’s  wife ;  and  who  faid  to  her  miftrefs :  u  I  wilh  my  mailer  were  with 

4  “  the  prophet  who  is  in  Samaria :  he  would  free  him  from  his  leprofy.”  Naaman 
went  and  told  this  to  his  mailer,  faying :  $<  So  and  fo,  faith  the  girl,  who  is  from 

5  “  the  land  of  Ifrael.’*  The  king  of  Syria  faid  to  him :  u  Go  thither  5  I  will  give  thee 
“  a  letter  to  the  king  of  Ifrael.”— He  went,  taking  with  him  ten  talents  of  filver 

6  and  fix  thoufand  Jhekds  of  gold,  and  ten  changes  of  raiment. — Now  the  letter, 
which  he  brought  to  the  king  of  Ifrael,  was  to  this  purport :  4i-Gn  receiving  this 
44  letter,  thou  mull  free  from  hia  leprofy  my  fervant  Naaman,  whom  I  fend  to  thee, 

7  44  along  with  it*” — When  the  king  of  Ifrael  had  read  this  letter,  he  rent  his  gar¬ 
ments,  and  faid :  44  Am  I  a  god,  who  can  kill  or  make  alive ;  that  this  king  Ihould 
41  fend  a  meflage  to  me,  to  free  a  man  from  his  leprofy  ?  Confider  only,  and  fee, 

8  w  I  pray,  how  he  feeks  an  occasion  of  quarrelling  with  me.”— When  Elifhah,  the 
man  of  God,  heard  that  the  king  of  Ifrael  had  rent  liis  garments,  he  fent  to  the 
king,  faying  r  44  Why  haft  thou  rent  thy  garments  ?  Let  Naaman  come,  now,  to 

9  44  me  ;  and  he  Ihall  know  that  there  is  a  ||  prophet  in  Ifrael.”— Naaman  then  came, 
jg  with  his  borfes  and  chariot,  and  waited  at  the  door  of  Elilhah’s  houfe.  And  Elilhah 

various  reading  a. 

V.  41.  0  So  sEr.  str.  chAis.  Arab.  The  prefent  tixt  has,  and  be  threw  t  and  vulc.  renders  thus: 
“  Bring  ratal”  And  they  brought  it  j  and  bt  threw,  &c.  No  improbable  reading.  Ib-  *  to  hit  attendant  Gr- 
haiiy  i£p. — CH.  V.  ver.  8.  fj  a  Gody  1  ms.  Perhaps  both  words  ftood  originally  in  the  text;  and  ihould 

he  rendered  a  prophet  <f 

(XPLAHATOAT  NOTES. 

V.  4t,  Which  being  date*  Although  I  have  put  thefe  V.  42.  T<ztun/y  barley  haves.  Loaves  m  the  Lafi  are 
words  in  Italics ;  1  doubt  not  much  of  their  having  been*  very  fmall ;  and  mote  lie  our  rolls  than  loaves, 
once  in  the  text.  And  they  are  ftill  in.  fome  copies  of  the  Ib.  Green  tare  of  corn.  Thefe  were  eaten  parched  j  be- 
Greeh  verfion.  fonr  they  were  fully  ripe. 
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bathing  in  tbf  Jordan,  fc*<. 


fent  a  meflenger  to  him,  faying :  M  Go,  and  bathe,  feven  times,  in  the  Jordan  $ 
w  and  thy  fldh  fhal!  be  reftored  to  Its  colour ,  and  be  clean,”  On  bearing  this,  Naaman  n 
was  filled  with  indignation ;  and,  going  away,  faid :  44  Lo !  I  had  thought  with 
*  myfelf;  4  He  will,  doubtlefa,  come  out;  and,  after  invoking  the  Lord,  his  God, 

44  will  touch  with  his  hand  the  infetted  place ;  and  thus  remove  the  leprofy.  Are  12 
44  not  Ab&na  and  Pharphar,  rivers  of  Damafcus,  preferable  to  all  the  waters  of 
“Ifrael?  Why  may  not  I  bathe  in  thofe,  and  be  deanfed  f*  ”  So  he  turned,  and 
went  away  in  a  rage* — But  his  fervants,  approaching,  reafoned  with  him,  and  faid  :  13 
44  Father  !  if  the  prophet  had  bid  thee  do  fome  difficult  thing,  fhouldeft  thou  not 
“  have  done  it  ?  How  much  more,  when  he  only  faith  to  thee :  *  Bathe,  and  be 
**  clean  P”  On  this  he  went  down,  and  dipped  himfelf, feven  times,  in  the  Jordan;  14 
according  to  the  injunction  of  the  man  of  God  :  and  his  flefh  became  as  dean  as 
the  flefh  of  a  little  chifd. — He  then  returned,  with  his  whole  retinue,  to  the  man  of  15 
God  ;  and,  {landing  before  him,  find  ;“Lo!  now  I  am  peifuaded,  that  there  is  not  a 
u  God  in  the  whole  earth,  but  only  in  Ifrad :  receive  then,  I  pray  thee,  a  gift  from 
“  thy  fervant,”  But  Elifhah  anfwered ;  44  As  liveth  the  Lord,  whofe  minifter  I  am,  16 
44  I  will  receive  nothing.”  And  although  he  urged  him  to  accept,  he  frill  refufed. 
Naaman  then  laid :  41  Let  there,  I  pray  thee,  be  given  to  thy  fervant  as  much  17 
M  earth  as  a  pair  of  mules  can  carry :  for  thy  fervant  will  no  more  offer  holocauft, 
w  or  other  facrifice,  to  any  other  gods ;  but  to  the  Lord.  In  this  one  thing,  will  18 
44  the  Lord  pardon  thy  fervant  ?  When  my  mafter  goeth  to  worfhip  in  the  temple 
44  of  Rimon,  he  leaneth  on  my  arm  ;  and  I  mud  bow  myfelf  down  in  the  temple 
44  of  Rimon :  if,  on  that  occ&fion,  I  bow  myfelf  down  in  the  temple  of  Rimon,  will 
“  the  Lord  pardon  thy  fervant  ?”  Elifhah  faid  to  him :  41  Go,  in  peace.” — He  19 
had  gone  but  a  little  way,  when  Gehazi,  the  fervant  of  Elifhah  the  man  of  God,  20 
faid :  44  Lo !  my  mafter  hath  fpared  that  Syrian,  Naaman ;  by  not  accepting  from 
“  him  what  he  brought :  as  the  Lord  liveth,  I  will  run  after  him,  and  get  fome- 
44  thing  from  him.”  So  Gehazi  went  after  Naaman :  and  when  Naaman  law  him  21 
running  after  him,  he  alighted  from  the  chariot  to  meet  him ;  and  faid  ;  44  Is  all 
44  well  ?rt  44  All  is  wdl,”  faid  he :  44  my  mafter  has  only  fent  me  to  fay :  4  Lo !  22 
41  this  moment,  are  come  to  me,  from  mount  Ephraim,  two  young  men,  of  the 
w  fons  of  the  prophets ;  to  them  give,  I  pray  thee,  a  talent  of  filver,  and  two  changes 
44  of  garments,”  Naaman  faid :  44  Be  pleafed  to  accept  two  talents:”  and, urging  23 
him,  he  bound  up  two  talents  of  filver  in  two  bags ;  which,  with  two  changes  of 
garments,  he  laid  upon  two  of  his  fervants,  who  carried  them,  before  Gehazi.- — 
But,  on  coming  to  the  barrier,  he  took  from  them,  the  things ;  and  flowed  them  in  24 

UHiHATOar  MOTE. 

Ch.  v*  ver.  17.  At  much  earthy  So*  for  the  purpofe  of  ere£Kng  an  altar,  or  tumulus ;  oo  which  tie  might  facrifice  to 

the  God  of  Ifraet 

-216  a  houfe ; 
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*5  a  houfe  j  and  difoufied  the  men.  When  they  were  gone,  he  went  and  presented 
hirafeif  to  hb  mailer  j  who  faid  to  him:  “Whence?  Gehazi!”  He  anfwered: 

26  44  Thy  {errant  hath  been  no  where.”  But  ElUhah  laid  to  him  i  “  Was  not  I*  in 
w  fpirit,  prefen  t,  when  the  man  came  back,  from  his  chariot,  to  meet  thee  ;  at  the 
41  time  when  thou  received  ft  the  money  ?  So,  now ,  thou  mayft  purchase  garments, 
“  and  olive-yards  and  vine-yards,  and  flocks  and  herds,  and  men-fervants  and  maid- 

27  41  fervants ;  but  the  leprofy  of  Naaman  foall  ftick  to  thee  and  to  thy  feed,  for  ever.” 
So  He  went  out,  from  his  matter’s  prefence,  a  leper,  as 'white  as  fnow. 

t  At  another  timy  the  fans  of  the  prophets  faid  to  Klifhah :  44  ho !  now  the  place, 

a  44  in  which  we  dwell  with  thee,  1b  too  narrow  for  ua :  let  us  go,  we  pray  thee,  unto 
41  the  Jordan,  and  bring  thence  each  man  a  beam;  and  let  us  make  a  place 

3  “  in  which  we  may  dwell.*  He  anfwered :  44  Go !"  But  one  faid  s  44  Be  thou 

4  14  pleafed,  I  pray  thee,  to  go  with  thy  fervants.”  “  1  will  go  faid  he.  So  he 
went  with  them.  But  when  they  came  unto  the  Jordan,  and  were  cutting  down 

5  wood  ;  as  one  of  them  was  felling  a  beam  ;  the  iron  bead  of  the  axe  fell  into  the 

fr  water :  on  which  he  cried  out,  and  faid ;  44  Ah !  my  lord  \  it  was  borrowed.”  The 

man  of  God  faidt  Where  felt  it  T*.  and,  the  place  being  fhewn  to  him,  he  cut 

7  down  a  flick?  and,  catting  it  in  there,  caufed  the  iron  to  fwim.  He  then  laid: 
44  Take  it  up  to  thee and  he  ftretched  out  his  hand,  and  took  it  up. 

8  At  another  time ,  when  the  king  of  Syria,  being  at  war  with  Ifrael,  had  taken 
council  with*  his  fervants,  faying:  44  In  fuch  and  fuch  a  place  fhall  mine  encamp- 

9  44  ment  he foe  man  of  God  fent  word  to  the  king  of  Ifrael,  frying :  44  Beware, 

10  .**  of  patting  fuch  a  places  for  there  the  Syrians  are  potted.”  Thus,  foe  king  of 
Ifrael,  fending  /pies  to  the  place  which  the  man  of  God  had  warned  him  to  be  aware 

11  of;  he  was,  thus,  not  once  nor  twice,  preferred  from  the  ambujh  laid  for  him*  On 
this  account,  the  mind  of  the  king 'of  Syria  was  much  troubled:  and,  calling  his 
fervants,  he  faid  to  them :  44  Will  ye  not  tell  me,  who  betrays  us  to  the  king  of 

12  “Ifrael?”  One  of  his  fervants  anfwered;  -“None,  my-lond  king!  but  ElHhah, 
44  the  prophet  who. is  in  Ifrael,  telleth  the  king  of  Ifrael  the  words,  which  thou 

13  44  fpeakeft  in  thy  clofet.” — 44  Go,*  faid  he,  44  and  fpy  where  be  is ;  that  I  may  fend, 

14  44  and  lay  hold  on  him,”  And  on  being  told  that  he  wasl  at  Dothan,  he  fent 
thither  horfes  and  chariots,  with  a  great  hoft ;  who  came  by  night  and  furrounded 

15  foe  city.  "When  the  fervant  of  the  man  of  God  arofe,  early  in  the  morning,  and 
went  out ;  lo  l  an  hoft,  with  horfes  and  chariots,  furrounded  the  city  :  fo  his  fer- 

16  vant  frid  to  him ;  44  Ah  l  ray-lord !  how  fhall  we  do  ?”  He  anfwered :  44  Fear  not : 


BI?U»*TOH  *OTEJ. 


V,  26.  Id  rendering  tine  wrfc,  I  differ  m  fome  tliu 
from  all  former  tranflatora  x  bui  I  think  I  have  given  1 
true  meaning.  See  C.  a. 

VOL*  II. 


1  Ch.  ri.  ver.  a.  Let  vs  go  unto  lie  Jordan,  Sec.  The 
t  banks  of  that  river  were  fovmeity  covered  with  wood  j  and, 
in  fomc  part#,  fall  remain  fo. 
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b  the  King  of  Syria. 


w  for  there  are  more  with  us  than  with  them."  Elifhah  then  prayed,  and  {aid :  17 
**  Open,  O  Lord  1  I  pray  thee,  his  eyes,  that  he  may  fee.**  The  Lord  opened 
the  eyes  of  the  fervant ;  and  he  law,  that,  lo  t  the  mountain,  round  about  Elifhah, 
was  Full  of  horfes  and  chariots  of  fire. — The  Syrians  were  now  coming  forward  to  18 
him  ;  when  Elifhah  prayed  to  the  Lord,  and  fkid  :  u  Smite,  I  pray  thee,  that  people 
with  blindnefs  ;**  and  he  fmote  them  with  blindnefs,  according  to  the  tequeft  of 
Elifhah,  Elifhah  then  faid  to  them :  “  This  is  not^acr  way,  nor  is  this  the  right  19 
“  city ;  follow  me,  arid  I  will  bring  you  to  the  man  whom  ye  feek.” — But  he  led 
them  into  Samaria ;  and  as  footi  as  they  wefe  come  into  Samaria,  Elifhah  faid :  ao 
M  Open,  O  Lord  !  the  eyes  of  thefe  men,  that  they  may  fee/*  The  Lord  opened 
their  eyes :  when,  lo !  they  were  in  the  midft  of  Samaria. — When  the  king  of  21 
Ifrael  faw  them,  he  faid  to  Elifhah  :  **  Shall  I  fmite,  father !  fhall  I  fmite  He  22 
anfwered  ;  “  Thou  fhalt  not  fmite :  art  thou  wont  to  fmite  thofe  pwH,  whom  thou 
“  haft  made  captives  by  thy  fword  and  by  thy  bow  ?  Set  bread  and  water  before 
**  them ;  and,  when  tfcey  have  eaten  and  drunken,  let  them  return  to  their  matter.” 

A  great  repaft  was  then  made  for  themj  and,  when  they  had  eaten  and  drunken,  23 
they  were  difmifled,  ahd  went  back  to  their  matter, — Nor  came  there,  Jar  form  time% 
any  more  hordes  of  Syrians  into  the  land  of  Ifrael. 

Yet,  after  this,  Ben-Adad,  king  of  Syria,  afTembled  his  whole  hoft ;  and  came  24. 
and  befieged  Samaria.  And  the  famine  in  Samaria  was,  from  the  length  of  the  25 
fiege,  fo  great ;  that  the  head  of  an  afs  was  at  eighty  fliekels  of  (liver ;  and  the 
fourth  part  of  a  kab  of  vetches  at  five  fhekels  of  filver.~0/w  dayt  as  the  king  of  26 
Ifrael  Was  patting  diong  the  wall,  a  woman  called  aloud  to  him,  faying ;  u  Save  me, 

**  my-lord  king !”  He  anfwered :  If  the  Lord  wUl  not  fave  thee,  whence  fhall  27 
“  I  fave  thee?  from  the  threfhing-fioor  ?  or  from  the  wlne-prefs  ?  But  what  aileth  28 
“  thee  ?”  faid  the  king  to  her.  She  anfwered ;  u  That  woman  laid  to  me  :  ‘  Give 
**  thy  fon,  that  we  may  eat  him,  to-day ;  and,  to-morrow,  let  us  eat  my  fon/  So  29 
ft  we  boiled  my  fon,  and  ate  him.  But,  on  the  morrow,  when  I  faid  to  her:  *  Give 
**  thy  fon  that  we  may  eat  him,*  fhe  hid  her  fon.”— -When  Jthe  king  heard  the  30 
Words  of  this  woman,  he  rent  his  garments ;  and,  as  he  was  patting  along  the  wall, 

nfUNAIOSK  NOTES. 

V.  ij.  The  txMiAtam-  On  which,  or  nigh  to  which,  the  V,  45.  The  bead  of  an  aft.  The  afs,  by  the  law  of 
city  Rood. .  Mofcs,  was  to  be  accounted  an  unclean  animal :  but  oecef- 

V.  18.  Smite .....  with  btimdn*ft;fx.  with  ddafion :  fo  fity  has  no  law. 
that  they  may  not  know  where  they  are.  See  c.  a.  Ib,  The  fourth  part  of  a  lab.  Le£a  than  a  pint  of  our 

V.  1  Ok  be  ted  tbem  mto  Sdmdria.  According  to  Eu-  meafure.  The  ordinary  transition  dove**  dang  is  ridicu- 
febiu*,  Dothan  was  about  twelve  mflea  to  the  nonh  of  Sa-  lou*.  See,  on  the  whole  verfc,  c.  ft. 
maria.  V.  a<5.  Woe  pqffag  along  the .  evafl.  To  reconnoitre, 

V.  2*.  Art  then  &c.  This,  I  think,  is  the  true  .  and  give  direction*, 

meaning  of  the  text.  All  thesndeiit  wrfians,  however,  V,  aS,  To-morrow;  i.  e.  at  fome  future  time;  when  the 
except  perhaps  the  Greek,  give  the  words  another  turn  ;  firft  child  Stall  be  eaten  up.  A  dtftrda  finular.to  this  was 
os  if  Elifliah  faid;  Smite  tbaf  only  whom  thou  baft  made  felt during  the  fiege  of  Jcru&lctrr by  Titua  Vefpafian, 
eaptives)  Sec.  Sec  C.  tu 
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31  die  people  law  that  the  inner  covering  of  his  body  was  fackclotb. — He  then  laid ; 

“  May  God  do  lb  and  fo  to  me,  and  more  betides  j  if  the  head  of  Efi&ah  Ben- 
35  44  Shaphat  remain  upon  him,  to-day !” — Flilhah  was  then  fitting  in  his  own  houfe, 
and  the  elders  were  fitting  with  him ;  when  the  king  feut  one  of  his  men  to  hu& 
Before  the  mefiengcr  arrived,  Eliihah  laid  to  the  elders  :  u  Know  ye,  that  that  Ion 
44  of  a  murderer  hath  fent  to  take  off  mine  head  l  See,  that  the  door  be  Chut,  when 
41  the  meflenger  arriveth ;  and  detain  him  at  the  door ;  the  (bund  of  bis  mailer's 
33  44  feet  followcth  him.”  While  he  was  yet  talking  wkh  them,  lo !  the  |]  king  bhnfelf 
came  down  to  him,  and  laid :  44  Since  from  the  Lord  is  aU  this  evil,  what  have  I, 
1  “  henceforth,  to  expedl  from  the  Lord  ?**  Elifhah  anfwered :  44  Hear  the  word  of 

“  the  Lord.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  :  4  To-morrow,  about  this  time,  a  feah  of  fine 
44  Hour  fhali  be  at  a  fliekel  of  filver  j  and  two  feahs  of  barley  at  a  fiiekel  of  filver, 
a  44  at  the  gate  of  Samaria.”  A  tribune,  on  wbofe  arm  the  king  leaned,  anfwered  the 
man  of  God,  and  laid :  44  Lo !  were  the  Lord  to  make  catarafU  in  the  heavens* 
14  could  this  happen!” — >“  Thou  {halt  fee  it,”  laid  Elilhah,  44  with  thine  eyes  j  but 

3  “  thou  lhalt  not  eat  of  it,”— Meanwhile,  four  leprous ‘men,  who  were  at  the  city- 

4  gate,  laid,  one  to  another:  44  Why  fliould  we  remain  here,  lmtU  we  die?  If  wo 
44  think  of  going  into  the  city,  famine  is  in  the  city j  and  we  {hall  die  there :  and, 
44  If  we  remain  here,  we  die  alfo.  Now,  therefore,  come,  let  us  fall  in  to  the  hoft 
44  of  the  Syrians :  if  they  fpare  our  lives,  we  lhall  live ;  and,  if  they  put  us  to  death, 

5  44  we  lhall  but  die.”  So  they  fet  out,  in  the  twilight,  to  go  into-tfa£~c&mp  of  the. 
Syrians.  But  when  they  came  to  the  extremity  of  the  Syrian  camp,  lo !  there  was 

6  no  man  there :  for  the  Lord  had  made  the  Syrians  to  hear  a  noife  of  chariots  and 
a  noife  of  horfes ;  the  nolle  of  a  great  hoft :  fo  that  they  laid,  one  to  another: 
44  Lo  1  the  king  of  Ifracl  hath  hired  the  kings  of  the  Hethites  and  the  kings  of 

7  tt  Egypt  to  come  againft  us.”  So  they  decamped  and  fled,  in  the  twilight ;  leaving 
their  tents,  their  horfes  and  their  affes ;  the  camp,  m  jbort ,  as  it  was ;  and  fled  for 

8  their  lives. — When  the  lepers,  then,  were  come  to  the  extremity  of  the  camp,  they 
went  into  one  tent,  and  ate  and  drank;  and  carried  thence  (ilver,  and  gold,  and 
raiment :  which  when  they  had  gone  out  to  hide,  they  went  back  and  entered  into 

9  another  tent;  whence  they  alfo  carried  away  vubat  tbty  found*  and  hid  it. — They, 
now,  laid,  one  to  another :  44  We  do  not  well ;  if,  this  day  being  a  day  of  good 

VARIOUS  READING. 

CH.  VL  vcr.  33.  fl  All  the  copies  and  verfions  have  nttjfmger:  hot  it  is  an  evident  corruption,  10  me  at  lea  ft.  \ 

and  the  true  reading  is  king.  See  c.  r. 

explanatory  S  O  T  1 1. 

V.  31.  Ma$  God,  &c.  This  yru  a  raft*  threat $  of  which  V.  6.  The  tingr  of  We  commonly  read  but  of  one 

he  fcems  foon  to  have  repented.  Comp,  vcr,  33.  in  which  king  of  Egypt :  and  I  cxprfted  to  find  feme  ms.  or  antient 
he  m  her  remonftratca,  than  menaces.  verfion  to  iupport  that  riding.  But  all  the  copies  have 

Cb.  vii.  vcr.  1.  jl  JrSh.  Somewhat  more  than  a  peck.  Hagr.  See  c.  a. 
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The  Camp  of  tbe  Syria**  II  KINGS.  VIII.  piffagnf  by  tbe  IfnuSan* 

“  tidings,  we  remain  filent :  ihould  we  flay  here  until  break  of  day,  we  fliall  meet 
44  with  the.  puniflunent  of  our  guilt :  let  us  therefore  now  go,  and  inform  the  king’s 
14  houfehold.”— So  they  came  and  called  (|  to  the  gate-keepers  |  of  the  city,  and  told  10 
them,  faying:  44  We  went  into  the  camp  of  the  Syrians;  when,  lo  1  neither  man 
44  nor  mans  voice  was  there  ;  but  the  horfes  and  afles  tied,  and  the  tents  as  they 
44  had  been  pitched'*  The  gate-keepers  proclaimed  this  within,  and  told  it  to  the  u 
king’s  houfehold.  But  the  king,  arifing  id  the  night,  kid  to  his  fervanta  i  w  I  will  u 
u  now  tell  you  what  the  Syrians  have  done  to  us.  They  know  We  are  famifhed : 

41  fo  they  have  gone  out  of  the  camp  to  conceal  themfelves  in  the  fields ;  faying ; 

44  *  When  they  come  out  of  the  city,  we  (hall  feize  them  alive,  and  fb  get  into  the 
44  city.*  **  One  of  his  fervanta  anfwered,  and  kid :  44  Let  us  take  two  of  the  five  13 
44  horfes  that  remain  here  (for  of  the  .many  that  were  in  Ilrael  thefe  only  remain 
“  unconfirmed),  and  let  ns  fend  to  fee.**  On  this,  two  horie-men  were  feleded ;  14 
whom  the  king  fenti  alter  the  hoft  of  the  Syrians,  kying ;  44  Go,  and  fee.** — They  15 
followed  them  as  fail  as  the  Jordan ;  when,  lo  1  the  whole  way  was  full  of  garments, 
and  utenfils,*  which  t|he  Syrians,  in  their  hurry,  had  thrown  away.  When  the  mef- 
fengers  returned  and  told  the  king,  the  people  went  out,  and  fpoiled  the  tents  of  16 
the  Syrians,  So  a  feah  of  fine  flour  was  at  a  flxekel  of  filver,  and  two  feahs  of  bar¬ 
ky  at  a  ihekel ;  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord. — Now,  the  king  having  ap-  17 
pointed  the  tribune,  on  whofe  arm  he  was  accuftomed  to  lean,  to  have  the  charge 
of  the  gate;  the  people  trod  him  down  at  the  gate;  and  he  died,  according  as  the 
man  of  Goo'had  kid,  when  the  king  came  down  to  him.  For,  when  j[  the  man  18 
of  God  jfpoke  tri  the  king,  faying:  44  Two  feahs  of  barley  fball  be  at  a  ihekel  of 
"ftver,  and  a  feah  bf  fine  flour  at  a  Ihekel*  to-morrow  about  this  time,  at  the  gate 
44  of  Samaria that  tribune  having  anfwered  ||  the  man  of  God,  |  and  faid :  44  Lo!  19 
44  were  the  Lord  to  make  catara&s  in  the  heavens,  could  this  happen  ?”  f  Eliihah 
faid :  44  Lo !  thou  ihalt  fee  it  with  thine  eyes,  but  ihalt  not  eat  of  h fo  it  fell  out  20 
to  him :  for  the  people  trod  him  down  at  the  gate ;  arid  he  died. 

JBbforb  this  period,  Eliihah  had  fpoken  to  the  woman,  whofe  fon  he  had  reftored  x 
to  life,  kying;  44  Axife,  and  go,  thou  and  dune  houfehold ;  and  fojourn  where  thou 

VARIOUS.  H  EADlHCS* 

CH.  VIL  vcr.  10.  B  al .  at  tbe  gate.  See  c.  R-— V.  18. 0  EJiJbab,  sep.— V.  19-  U  BKJbab,  8fip.  Ib.  f  sip. 

IITLAHATOIT  .K-OTES. 

V.  9.  JVtJbal!  meet  vntb  iuptnifkmtfti.  For  delaying  to  probably  killed  for  food.  For  the  whole  tranllatioD  of  this 
contmunicate  fo  good  aewa,  m  the  extreme  diftiefs  of  verfe  fee  c.  a* 

their  fellow-citizen V.  14.  Tm  borfe-mc*.  Other*  render,  row  chaneit.  See 
t  V.  13.  iMwtah  two/ tixjrot baft,  fag,  There  is  a  c.  a.  „ 
wfibk  tautology  io  the  prefent  text  and  in  oar  vulgar  V.  17.  To  have  the  sharge  the  gate ;  i,  e.  to  fuperintend 
tranflition,  which  I  hare  rgefted  os  the  authority  of  more  the  foie  of  tbe  flour  and  bafley,  and  to  prevent  difonkr. 
than  forty  **».  with  ooft  of  tbe  icricat  verfioof.  The  market-place  w at  geocrefly  at  the  gate  of  the  city, 

ib.  7tf  omif  remain  tatvrtfitmtd.  The  reft  had  beta 
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u  beft  may  ft  fojourn  :  for  the  X<ORD  hath  Woi^htAtftmine  upon  the  land  ;  yea,  'a 

%  “  famine  of  feven  y  tarsia  coming  upon  the  land."  The  woman  ^rofe;  and  did  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  advice  of  the  man  of  God,  She  went,  with  her  hduf&oid,  and  fo- 

3  journed,  feven  years,  in  the  land  of  the  Philiftines,— At  the  end  of  the.  feveir years* 
the  woman  returned  from  the  land  of  the  Philistines,  and  came  to  reclaim  from  the 

4  king  her  houfe  and  her  land.  The  king  was  then  talking  with  Gehazi,  the  fer- 
vant  of  the  man  of  God  j  faying  i  M  Tell  me,  l  pray  thee,  all  the  great  things 

5  w  that  Elilhah  hath  done;”  Now,  as  he  was  telling  the  king,  how  he  fiad  reftoted 
a  dead  body  to  life :  lo  !  the  woman,  whofe  fon  he  had  reftored  to  fife,  camp  to  re* 
claim  from  the  king  her  hoofe  and  her  land :  when  Gehazi  laid*  w  Thatj  my 

lord-king  l  is  the  woman  ;  and  that  is  her  fon,  whom  Elilhah  reftored  to  life.!* 

6  The  king  then'  queftvoned  the  woman,  who  told  him  the  fame  thing.  .  So  the  king 
appointed  for  her  an  eunuch,  to  whom  he  faid ;  a  "Re (lore  all  that  was  hers ;  and 
“  the  whole  produce  of  the  field.;  from  the  day  that  fhe  left  the  country,  until 
«  now."  . 

7  After  this ,  Elilhah  went  to  Damafcua ;  while  Ben-Adad,  king  of  Syria,  was 
fick.  And  whenfome  one  told  him,  faying:  ft  The  man  of  God  is  come  hither  j • 

a  the  king  faid  to  Hazael :  “  Take  a  prefent  with  thee,  and  go  and  find  the  man  of 
“  God  ;  and  enquire  by  him,  of  the  Lord  ;  faying;  *  Shall  I  recover  from  this 

9  “  ficknefs  ?*  ” — So  Hazael  went  to  find  him ;  and  taking  with  him  a  prefent  of  all  the 
beft  things  of  Damafcus,  the  load  of  forty  camels;  he  waited  upon. him,  and  laid ; 
M  Thy  fon  Ben-Adad,  king  of  Syria,  hath  fent  me  to  thee,  faying :  ‘  Shall  I  recover 

10  “  from  this  ficknefs f”  Elilhah  anfwered  :  “  Go,  lay  to  him;  *  Undoubtedly, thou 

1 1  u  {halt  recover  Yet  the  Lord. hath  told  me,  that  he  ftiall  certainly  die  !**  Then, 

12  looking  him  fteadfaftly,  and  long,  in  the  face,  the  man  of  God  wept.  Hazael  faid: 
“  Why  weepeth  my-lord  ?”  He  anfwered ;  w  Becaufe  I  forefee  the  evil  which  thou 
“  wilt  do  to  the  children  of  IfraeL  Their  ftrong  holds  thou  wilt  fet  on  fire ;  their 
4<  young  men  thou  wilt  Hay  with  the  fword ;  their  infants  thou  wilt  da£h  in  pieces ; 

*3  “  and  their  women  with  child  thou  wilt  rip  up."  tt  What  ?**  laid  Hazael ;  “  fuch 
“a  *  dog  as  thy  fervant  do  fuch  great  things  ?”  Elilhah  anfwered ;  “  The  Lord 


VARIOUS  READING. 
CH.  VUL  vcr.  13.  #  dtodt  sep. 

tXPLAKATORT  »OTES. 


Ch.  Tm-  rer,  x-  That  this  famine  prtc<5dcd  At  fiege  of 
Samaria^  it  clear,  1  think,  frpm  ch.  4.  38.  1  have  there¬ 
fore  rendered  At  word*  in  the  preter-perfeft  tenfe.  Jofe- 
phua  has  Nothing  of  all  this.  Sec  the  note  on  ch,  4.  38. 
and  C-  ft. 

V.  4.  Tbt  it*g  war  then  talking  <with  Gtbaxi.  This  too 
fetmg  a  proof  that  the  tranfafition  happened  at  a  prior  pe¬ 
riod:  while  Gehazi  was  yet. the  attendant  of  Eliftah;  and 
before  his  leprofy,  For  it  U  pot  probable  that  the  king  of 


Ifrael  would  conrerft  fo  familiarly  with  a  leper.  Our  in¬ 
terpreters,  to  folve  the  difficulty,  make  him  /peak  to  him  ai 
a  aiftance. 

V.  10.  Go, /tty  to  Arm,  Stc.  There  are  here  twoceadlng, 
io  the  Hebrew  text ;  comxadidlory  one  to  another.  The 
one  bids  Hazael  tell  his  matter  that  bt  <&&  not  mover 
the  other,  that  he  nviii  recover,  I  hare  followed  the  latter, 
for  reafons  given  In  c,  a. 

1 


“  hath. 


farm  and  Jbaziah,  Khyx  H  KINGS*  VIII.  both  bad  Kin#. 


u  hath  told  me,  tliat  thou  wilt  be  king  over  Syria*” — Hazael  then  departed  from  34 
Eliftiah,  and  went  to  his  matter ;  who  faid  to  him ;  u  What  laid  Elifhah  to  thee  ?** 

He  anfwered  :  u  He  told,  me,  that  thou  woutdeft  certainly  recover/’ — But,  on  the  15 
next  day,  having  taken  a fy~nzt  dipped  in  water,  and  put  it  upon  his  face,  he  died ; 
and  Hazael  reigned  in  his  Head* 

§  3.  Hijtory  cf  the  Reign  of  Joramy  King  of  Judah. 

IN  the  fifth  year  of  Joram  Ben-Ahab,  king  of  Ifrael,  #  Joram  Ben-Jofhaphat  16 
became  king  of  Judah-  He  was  thirty-two  years  when  he  began  to  reign;  and  17 
reigned,  at  Jerufaiem,  eight  yearn.  He  walked  in  the  way  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael,  18 
like  the  houfe  of  Ahab :  for  the  daughter  of  Ahab  was  his  wife*  But,  although  he 
did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  yet  the  Lord  would  not  deftroy  Judah,  for  the  19 
fake  of  his  fervaftt  David  5  to  whom,  and  to  whofe  fons,  he  had  promifed  a  perpetual 
lamp. — In  his  days,  the  Edomites  revolted  from  Judah,  and  made  a  king  over  20 
themfelves.  On  which,  Joram  went  to  Zair,  with  all  his  chariots ;  when,  rifmg  in  21 
the  night,  he  fmote  the  Edomites  who  had  furrounded  him  and  the  chiefs  of  his 
chariots :  and  the  people  retreated  to  their  own  homes. — Thus  the  Edomites  re-  2* 
volted  from  Judah  unto  this  day.  At  the  fame  time  Libna  revolted. — Now  the  23 
reft  of  the  a£U?df  Joram,  all  that  he  did ;  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings 
of  Judah. — -Joram  ftept  with  his  forefathers,  and  was  buried  in  the  city  of  David ;  24 
;and  AhazUh,  ‘his  fon,  reigned  in  his  Head. 

§  4.  H&e  Reign  of  Ahasdah ,  King  of  Judah ;  and  the  coincident  Cmffiracy  of  Jebu  againjl 

the  King  of  Ifrael 

IN  the  |I  eleventh  year  of  Joram  Ben-Ahab,  king  of  Ifrael ;  Ahazkh  Ben-Joram  25 
became  king  of  Judah,  Ahaziah  was  twenty-two  years  old,  when  he  became  king,  26 
and  he  reigned,' at  Jerufaiem,  one  year.  The  name  of  his  mother  was  Athalia, 
daughter  of  Gmri  king  of  IfraeL — He  walked  in  the  way  of  the  houfe  of  Ahab ;  27 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  16.  #  In  the  prefent  text  there  Is  here  this  addition  :  Jojhophat  being  then  bittg  effudah.  But  tills  is  a 
manifeft  interpolation,  and  anachronism,  and  is  wanting  in  str.  Arab,  in  fome  copies  of  &ep.  in  many 
copies  of  vueg.  and  in  3  mss.  See  c.  R.— V.  25.  I  So  mu  and  p.  t.  ch.  9.  29.  The  rest,  twelfth. 

See  c>  r» 

IIFUNATOIT  NOTRI, 

V.  14.  He  told  me,  &e.  Hazael  only  report!  the  fiift  of  Elifhah,  makes  ofie  of  a  violent  remedy  to  allay  the  heat 
put  of  EUfhah's  anfwer  t  hot  ftndiottily  conceals  the  of  Ins  fever  ;  and  dap*  on  hh  face  »  wet  net.  Thi*  flop, 
cond  t  not  to  o&nd  hia  mailer.  the  pcrfpirctioD ;  and  he  dies  in  oonfcquenct.  See  c.  a. 

V.  15.  In  rendering  this  verft  I  have  departed  from  all  V.  ai.  He  fmote  the  Edomites  ;  L  e.  he  broke  through 
the  indent  rations,  tod  moft  modern  interpreter*.  They  their  troop*  who  had  fumronded  him.  See  c.  r, 
ificribe  this  n&ioa  to  Hazael ;  and  make  bun  {mother  the  V.  24.  Wat  buried  in  the  city  efftevid;  but  not  «  the 
king.^  1  ton  convinced  that  the  text  admits  of  no  foch  royal Jepukbrt  f  M  w«  learn  from  a  Chrfra.  ai.  ao. 
meaning.  Ben-Adad,  encouraged  by  the  reported  anfwer 
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and  did  evil  in  the  eyea  of  the  Lord,  like  die  houfe  of  Ahah ;  for  with  die  hernfe  of 
a8  Ahab  he  had  made  affinity* — He  alfo  went,  with  Joram  Ben-Ahab,  to  war  againft 
Hazael,  king  Of  Syria,  at  Ramoth-Gilead  ;  where  the  Syrians  wounded  Joram*  And, 
*9  king  Joram  returning  to  Jezred,  to  be  healed  of  the  wounds  which  he  had  receded 
from  the  Syrians  at  Ramoth,  in  fighting  againft  Hazael,  king  of  Syria ;  Ahaziah  Ben- 
Joram,  king  of  Judah,  had  gone  down  to  vifit  Joram  Ben-Ahab  at  jpzreel,  beeaufe  he 
i  was  fick :  when  the  prophet  EUfhah,  calling  one  of  the  fans  of  the  prophets,  f^id 
to  him  ;  w  Gird  thy  loins,  and  take  this  vial  of  oU  with  thee,  and  go  to  Ramotb- 
a  a  Gilead :  and,  when  thou  comeft  thither,  look  out,  there,  for  Jehu  Ben-Jofhaphat- 
M  Ben-Nimfhi;  and  go  in;  and  take  him  from  among  his  companions ;  and,  having 

3  u  brought  him  into  an  inner  chamber,  take  the  vial  of  oil,  and  pour  it  upon  his 
w  head;  and  fay :  4  Thus  faith  the  Lord  :  1  anoint  thee  king  over  Brack’  Then 

4  4C  open  the  door,  and  efcape  without  delay*”— So  the  young  man,  the  young  pro- 

5  phet,  went  to  Ramoth-Gilead  :  and,  when  he  came,  lo  !  the  captains  of  the  hoft 
were  fitting  together.  And  he  faid :  “  1  have  a  meffage  to  thee,  O  captain !”  K  To 

6  44  which  of  us  all  ?”  laid  Jehu,  “  To  thyfelf,  O  captain  \n  faid  he.— On  this  he  arofe* 
and  went  into  the  houfe ;  when  the  other  poured  the  oil  on  his  head,  and  laid  to 
him:  “  Thus  laith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael:  4  I  anoint  thee  king  over  the 

7  44  people  of  the  Lord  ;  over  the  Israelites :  and  thou  lhalt  finite  the  houfe  of  thy 
“  matter  Ahab  ;  that  I  may  avenge,  on  Jezabel,  the  blood  of  my  iervants  the  pro* 

8  44  phets,  and  the  blood  of  all  the  fervaata  of  the  Lord  :  for  the  whole  houfe  of 
“  Ahab  muft  perilh  ;  every  male  of  the  houfe  of  Ahab  I  will  cut  off,  howfoever 

9  w  fecure  and  fequeftered  In  IfraeU  For  I  will  make  the  houfe  of  Ahab  like  the 

10  u  houfe  of  Jeroboam  Ben-Nebat;  and  like  the  houfe  of  Baaihah  Ben-Ahiah,  And 
44  the  dogs  fhall  eat  Jezabel  in  the  field  of  Jezreel :  and  no  one  {hall  bury  her.*  *’ 

it  So  faying,  he  opened  the  door  and  efcaped.  When  Jehu  came  out  to  the  other 
fervants  of  his  mailer,  they  laid:  a  Is  all  well  ?  Why  came  that  fanatic  to  thee  ?1* 
is  He  anfwered:  44  Ye  muft  know  the  man,  and  his  convention.”  44  Nay,”  faid 
they,  4<  tell  us,  now,”  44  Then,”  faid  he, 41  thus  and  thus  he  fpoke  to  me,  faying: 
13  44  4  Thus  laith  the  Lord  :  I  anoint  thee  king  over  Ifrael.*  **-M3n  this,  they  fud- 
denly  took  every  man  his  cloak,  and  placed  it  underhim,  on  the  naked  Heps  of 


SXUAIUTOIY  MOTES. 

Ch.  {*.  t or.  1.  Co  to  Ramotb-GikafL  Where  the  king  of  probably  his  eathoiiaftic  air,  drew  from  them  this  appctla* 
Ifrael  had  left  his  army,  commanded  by  Jehu.  It  was  turn. 

only  now  that  Elifttah  <fid  what  he  had  been  ordered  to  do  lb.  Tt  mnjk  inotu,  &c.  The  meaning  it  {  Ye  may  eafily 
by  Elias,  z  Kings*  19.  rtfu  gorf*  what  was  the  converf*tkm  of  fuen  a  man. 

V.  8.  Seethe  note  00  r  King*,  14. 10.  V.  13.  On  the  naked  JLfa  vf  the  par.  Thus  making  a 

V.  11.  When  Jthu  tame  mn.  To  the  open  court,  where  temporary  throne  for  hims  or,  perhaps*  it  was  a  real 
he  had  left  the  other  fervants  of  the  crown,  when  he  re*  throne  j  on  which  the  king  had  fitten :  but  now  in  hi*  ab*. 
tired  with  the  prophet.  fence  without  tape  dry. 

Ib.  Why  tame  that  fanatic?  H»  prophetic  garb,  and 
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the  ftair ;  and,  with  the  found  of  trumpets,  faid ;  “  Jehu  is  king.”— Thus  Jehu  14 
Ben-Jofhaphat-Ben-Nimlhi  confpired  again  ft  Joram  j  while  king  Jo  ram  (who  had, 
with  all  the  Ifraelites,  come  to  defend  Ramoth-Gilead  againft  Hazael  king  of  Syria) 
was  gone  back  to  Jezreel  to  be  healed  of  the  wounds,  which  he  had  received  from  15 
the  Syrians,  in  fighting  againft  Hazael  king  of  Syria.— Now,  Jehu  faid  to  tbofe 
about  him  t  “  If  it  fo  pleafe  you,  let  no  one  efcape  out  of  the  aty,  to  go  with  the 
M  news  to  Jezreel,”  Then  Jehu  rode  to  Jezreel,  where  .Joram  lay  Jkk :  and  whi-  16 
ther  Ahaziah,  king  of  Judah,  had  come  tq  vifit  Joram.  The  watchman,  who  was  17 
polled  on  the  fpy-tower  of  Jezreel,  fpied  the  cavalcade  of  Jehu,  as  he  advanced ; 
and  laid ;  “  I  fee  a  cavalcade.”  Joram  faid ;  “  Let  a  rider  be  lent  out  to  meet  them  j 
4<  and  let  him  fay :  *  Bring  ye  peace  V  w  So  a  rider,  on  horfeback,  went  out  to  18 
meet  him,  and  laid  :  11  Thus  faith  the  king;  *  Bring  ye  peace  Jehu  anfwered: 

“  What  is  thy  concern  with  peace  ?  Turn  thou  behind  me.”  The  watchman  again 
announced,  and  faid :  u  The  raeflenger  arrived  at  them,  but  retumeth  not.”  A  fe-  19 
cond  rider,  on  horfeback,  was  then  feat,  who  coming  to  them  fak3 :  u  Thus  laith 
"the  king;  *  Bring  ye  peace?’”  Jehu  anfwered:  “What  is  thy  concern  with 
“  peace?  Turn  tfiou  behind  me.”  Again  the  watchman  announced,  laying  :  “  This  20 
u  meffenger  too  hath  arrived  at  {hem,  but  retumeth  not :  and  the  march  is  like  the 
“  march  of  Jehu  Ben-Jo/haphat-Ben-Niinihi :  for  he  marcheth  with  precipitation.” 

“  Make  ready  try  chariot Grid  the  king;  and,  his  chariot  being  ready,  Joram  king  of  21 
Ifrael,  and  Ahaziah  king  of  Judah,  went  out,  each  in  his  own  chariot,  to  meet  Jehu ; 
and  merhimat  the  field  of  Naboth  the  Jezreelite.  Ab  foon  as  Joram  law  Jehu,he  faid:  22 
“  Jehul  comeft  thou  peaceably?”  Jehu  anfwered :  u  How  peaceably  ?  fo  long  a3 
’  “  the  idolatries  of  thy  mother  Jezabel  and  her  numerous  forceries  remain  unpumjhcd” 

On  this,  Joram  turned  his  Hands,  and  fled  ;  and  faid  to  Ahaziah  ;  “  Treafon!  O  23 
“  Ahaziah  S”  But  Jehu,  laying  hold  of  a  bow,  fmote  Joram  between  the  £houlder$  24 
with  fuch  force ,  that  the  arrow  went  out  through  his  heart ;  and  he  funk  down  in 
his  chariot.  Then  Jehu  faid  to  the  tribune  Bidkar :  “  Take  him  up,  and  call  him  25 
“  into  a  cprner  of  the  field  of  Naboth,  the  Jezreelite;  for  I  remember,  that  when  I 
**  and  thou  were  riding,  fide  by  fide,  after  his  father  Ahab,  the  Lord  impofed  this 
.  V  doom  upon  him ;  faying  ‘  *  As  .finely  (faith  the  Lord)  .as  I  have  feen  the  blood  26 
“  of  Naboth  and  the  blood  of  his  fons,  recently  Jhed  here ;  fo  furely  (faith  the 
“  Lord)  will  I  requite  thee,  on  this  larae  fpot.’ — Therefore,  take  him,  and  call 
w  him  into  that  fpot ;  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord.” — When  Ahaziah,  27 
king  of  Judah,  law  this,  he  fled  by  the  way  of  the  .  garden- houfe.  But  Jehu 

IxrMtUTOlT.  SOTBt, 

"V.  17.  T3*  cavalcade  j  or,  perhaps,  the  cloud  of  duft  V.  ai .  Male  rtady,  &c.  The  Hebrew  word  i»  tic :  1. 1 
that  was  ratted  by  the  horfes  feet.  See  c.  a.  tie  the  harks  to  the  chariot.  We  jafr  put  to. 

V.  18.  What  it  thy  coactra  with  peace  t  i,  e.  whatimporta  V.  a?.  The  ftorywtoHIn  a  different  manner  la  a  Chron. 
tt  to  thee  whether  I  bring  peace  or  war.  Join  my  party,  aa.  9.  which  fee,  and  e.  a.  on  that  place, 
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purfued  him,  and  faid :  u  Smite  him  alfa.”  f  And  they  fmote  him  J  in  the  chariot, 
on  the  acclivity  of  Gur,  which  is  by  Ibleam;  but  he  fled  to  Megido,  and  died 

28  there.  And  his  fervants  carried  him,  in  a  chariot,  to  Jerufalem,  and  buried  him  in 

29  his  own  fepulchre,  with  his  forefathers*  in  the  city  of  David. — It  was  in  the 
eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Joram.  Ben- Ahab,  that  Ahaziah  became  king  oveij 
Judah. 

§  5.  Hiftory  of  the  Reign  of  Jehu,  King  of  Ifrael. 

30  WHEN  Jezabel  heard,  that  Jehu  was  come  to  Jezreel,  (he  painted  her  eye- 

31  brows,  and  attired  her  head;  and  was  looking  out  at  a  window  as  Jehu  entered 
the  gate ;  when  ihe  faid :  w  Had  Zimri  peace,  who  murdered  his  matter  ?” 

32  But  he,  turning  up  his  face  toward  the  window,  (aid:  w  Who,  who  is.f&r*  for 

33  “  me?”  And,  two  or  three  eunuchs  looking  out  to  him,  he  faid;  “  Throw  her  down.” 
So  they  threw  her  down ;  and  part  of  her  blood  was  fprinkled  upon  the  wall,  and, 

34  upon  the  horfes  of  Jehu;  who  trod  upon  her.  He  then  went  into  the  palace ;  and, 
when  he  had  eaten  and  drunken,  he  faid  ;  “  Go,  now,  look  for  that.accuried  wo- 

3 5  “  man,  and  bury  her  ;  for  flie  was  the  daughter  of  a  king.”  *But  when  they  went 
to  bury  her,  they  found  no  more  of  her  than  the  fculi,  and  the  feet,  and  the  palms 

36  of  the  hands.  .  So  they  returned,  and  told  him.  On  which,  he  faid :  w  It  ia  the 
“  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  fpoke  by  his  fervant  Elias,  the  Thifhbite  5  faying; 

37  In  the  fpot  of  Jezreel,  the  dogs  fhall  eat  the  flefh  of  Jezabel :  and  the  carcafe  of 
u  Jezabel  lhall  be  like  dung  on  the  face  of  the  field,  in  the  fpot  of  Jezreel ;  fo  that 
“  no  one  may  fay ;  *  This  is  Jezabel.*  ” 

t  Now  Ahab  had  feventy  fons  in  Samaria.  So  Jehu  wrote  letters,  and  fent  to 
the  rulers  and  elders  of  ||  Samaria,  and  t<?  thofe  who  brought  up  Ahab’s  fons ;  fey- 

2  ing :  **  As  foon  as  this  letter  cometh  to  you $  fince  ye  have  writh  you  your  matter’s 

3  “  fons,  with  chariots  and  horfeffj  and  j)  fenced  cities  |  and  arms ;  fee  who  is  the 
u  beft  and  fiueft  of  the  fons  of  your  late  matter ;  and  fet  him  upon  the  throne  of 

4  “  his  father,  and  fight  for  your  matter’s  houfe,”  But  they  were  much  terrified, 
and  faid :  “  Lo  !  two  kings  have  not  been  able  to  refill  him,  how  fhall  we  refill 

5  So  jj  he  who  was  over  the  houfe,  and  'he  who  was  |  over  the  city,  and  the  elders, 
and  the  fofter-fethers  of  Ahab’s  fons,  fent  to  Jehu,  faying :  u  We  are  thy  fervants, 
“  and  will  do  whatfoever  thou  lhalt  bid  us :  we  will  not  make  any  man  king :  |j  do 

6  **  thou  j  what  is  good  in  thine  own  eyes.”  He  then  wrote  to  them  a  fecond  letter, 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  IX  ver.  27.  str.  abab.  vulg.  and  equivalently  aep.  See  c.  a'. — CH.  X  ver.  I.  JJ  So  sep.  and  equi¬ 
valently  vulg.  The  REST,  Jezreel y  a  manifeft  error.  See  c.  R. — V.  2.  f|  So  sep.  str.  chald.  vulg.  atul 
3  mss.  The  prefent  text  and  aeab.  have  a  fenced  city  See  c.  R-—V.  5.  j|  they  who  were  over  the  botfe,  and 
they  who  were,  sbi*.  vulg.  and  partly  syr.  lb.  JJ  we  will  do,  sep. 
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faying :  “  If  ye  be  for  me,  and  will  Hften  to  my  voice,  take  off  the  heads  of  your 
44  late  mailer’s  fons,  atid  come  with  them  to  me,  unto  Jezreel,  by  this  time  to-moc- 
4‘  row,”  Now  the  king’s  fons,  feventy  perfons,  were  with  the  greateft  men  of  the 
city  who  had  brought  them  up.  So,  as  foon  as  the  letter  came  to  them,  they  7 
feized  the  king’s  fona,  and  flew  them,  feventy  perfons  j  and,  putting  their  heads  in 
bafketa,  fent  them  to  him,  unto  Jezreel.  And  when  the  meffenger  came  and  told  8 
him,  faying:  “  They  have  brought  the  heads  of  the  king’s  fons he  faid  :  44  Place 
u  them  in  two  heaps  at  the  entrance  of  the  gate,  until  the  morning/*  When  the  9 
morning  came,  he  went  out,  and,  (landing  by  the  heads ,  faid  to  all  the  people:  “  Ye 
44  are  equitable  :  I  confpired,  indeed,  againft  my  mafter,  and  flew  him :  but  who 
“  hath  (lain  all  thefe  ?  Know,  now,  that  no  part  of  the  words  of  the  Lord,  which  10 
u  the  Loro  fpoke  concerning  the  houfe  of  Ahab,  hath  fallen  to  the  ground  j  for 
“  the  Loro  hath  done  what  he  fpoke  by  his  fervant  Elias/’— -Jehu  then  flew  all  11 
the  reft  of  the  houfe  of  Ahab,  who  were  in  Jezreel,  and  all  his  ‘great  men,  aad  his 
intimate  friends,  and  his  priefts ;  until  he  left  no  remnant  of  all  who  bad  belonged  to 
him. 

He  then  arofe,  and  departed,  and  was  going  to  Samaria ;  when,  on  the  way,  at  the  n 
(hepherds*  t»e-houfe,  he  met  the  brothers  of  Ahaziah,  king  of  Judah  ;  to  whom  he  13 
faid ;  u  Who  are  ye  ?’*  They  anfwered  ;  “  We  are  the  brothers  of  Ahaziah  5  and 
44  are  going  down  to  falute  tbc  fons  of  the  king  and  queen  of  Ifrael 44  Take  them  14 
“  prifoners (aid  he.  So  they  were  taken  prisoners,  and  Slaughtered,  by  the  ciftern 
of  the  tie-houfe;  forty-two  men;  he  fpared  not  a  man  them,— Going  thence,  15 

he  met  Jonadab  Ben-Rechab;  whom  haying  faluted,  he  (aid  to  him;  44  Is  thy  heart 
44  as  fincerely  with  my  heart,  as  mine  is,  with  thine  ?”  44  It  is  ; 9  (aid  Jonadab.  44  If 
w  it  bo;”  faid  Jehu,  44  give  me  thine  hand and  he  gave  him  his  hand.  Jehu 
then  took  him  up  into  the  chariot,  and  (aid :  44  Gome  with  me,  and  fee  my  zeal  for  16 
44  the  Lord  fo  he  made  him  ride  in  his  own  chariot.— And  when  he  came  to  37 
Samaria,  he  flew  all.  who  remained  of  Ahab’s  family  in  Samaria,  until  he  had  extir¬ 
pated  them;  according  to  the  word  of  tbie  Lord,  which  he  had  fpoken  by  Elias. 

Jehu,  then,  affembled  the  whole  people,  and  faid. to  them  :  44  Ahab  ferved  Baal  18 
44  a  little :  Jehu  will  ferve  him  much.  Now,  therefore,  call  to  me  all  the  prophets  19 
44  of  Baal,  all  his  worihippers,  and  all  his  priefts;  let  none  be  milling.  For  I  have 
“  a  grand  facrifice  to  make  10  Baal :  whofoever  (hall  be  miffing,  (hall  not  live.” 
Now  Jehu  did  this  inftdioully,  to  the  intent  that  he  might  deftroy  the  worihippers  of 
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Ch.  x.  rcr.  jft  tbt  Jhef&trdS  tie- bc*fe,  Th»  h  flip-  great  extent.  They  appear,  howerrr,  to  have  been  alt 
pofcd  to  have  beat  a  place  where  the  {heep  were  tied  to  be  nor  rebtioas  of  Ahaziah ;  ami,  not  having  heard  of  Jehu** 
kohl.  ^  But  a*  the  term  occur*  only  here,  it  U  not  eafy  to  confpiiacy,  were  going  to  vifit  the  royal  houfe  of  Ifirad  at 
■f certain  it*  true  meaning.  Sec  c.  a,  Samara. 

V.  IJ.  T'ir  bratbert  of  jihaxiab,  The  term  brother  «of 
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20  Baal.— And  Jehu  faid:  u  Proclaim  a  holy  convocation  in  honour  of  Baal andit  was 

z\  proclaimed.  And  Jehu  having  Cent  mejfcngcrs  through  all  Ifrael,  all  the  worfhippers  of 
Baal  came;  there  was  not  a  Angle  man  who  did  not  come:  fo  that,  when  they  went 

22  into  the  temple  of  Baal,  the  temple  of  Baal  was  full,  from  one  end  to  the  other.— He 
then  faid  to  him  who  had  the  care  of  the  veftry :  w  Bring  out  veftmcnts  to  all  the 

23  u  woHhippers  of  Baal.”  And,  when  the  veftments  were  brought  out,  Jehu,  with 
Jonadab  Ben-Rechab,  went  into  the  temple  of  Baal,  and  laid  to  the  worfhippers  of 
Baal :  **  Search,  and  fee  that  there  be  here  with  you  none  of  the  worfliippm  of 

24  “  the  Lord  ;  *  but  the  worihtppers  of  Baal  only,” — They  had  now  gone  in,  to 
offer  facrifices  and  holocaufts ;  when  Jehu,  .having  ported,  without,  eighty  men, 
faid  to  them :  “  If  any  one  let  efcape  one  of  thofe  men,  whom  I  have  put  into 

25  u  your  hands ;  his  life  (hall  go  for  the  life  of  that  man.” — As  foon  aa  the  offering 
of  the  holocauft  was  completed,  JehO  faid  to  the  guards  and  tribunes  :  u  Go  in, 
u  and  flay  them ;  let  none  efcape.”  So  the  guards  and  tribunes  fmote  them  with 
the  edge  of  the  fword,  and  threw  them  out  of  the  temple \  They  then  went  into  the 

26  inner  fan&uary  of  the  temple  of  Baal,  and  brought  out  the  ftatues  of  the  temple 

27  of  Baal,  and  burned  them.  The  ftatues  of  Baal  they  deftroyed :  and  the  temple 
*  of  Baal  they  demolilhed,  and  made  of  it  a  bog-houfe  unto  this  day. 

Thus  Jehu  deftroyed  Baal,  out  of  tirael.  Yet,  from  the  fins  of  Jeroboam  Ben- 
Nebat.(who  firfi  caufed  the  Ifraelites  to  fin,  by  creating  golden  calves  at  Bethel  and  at 

30  Ban)  Jehu  departed  not.— Neverthelefe,  t;he  Lord  faid  to  Jehu  :  u  Becaufe  thou 
4i  haft  done  well  in  executing  what  was  right  in  mine  eyes ;  and  haft  done  to  the 
**  houfe  of  Ahab  all  that  I  had  purpofiid;  thy  fonS,  to  the  fourth  generation,  fhall 

31  “  fit  upon  the  throne  of  IfraeL” — Jehu,  notwlthftanding,  took  no  care  to  walk,  with 
his  whole  heart,  in  the  way  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael :  nor  departed  he  from 

3a  the  fins  of  Jeroboam ;  who  Jirft  caufed  Ifrael  to  fin. — In  thofe  days,  the  Lord  be¬ 
gan  to  leflen  the  power  of  the  Ifraelites :  for  Hazael  ravaged  all  the  territories  of 

33  Ifrael,  from  the  Jordan  eaftward ;  the  whole  land  of  Gilead  ;  the  territories  of  the 
Gadites,  Reubenites  and  Manaflites,  from  Aroer  by  the  river  Arnon ;  all  Gilead 

34  and  Baflian. — The  reft  of  the  ads  of  Jehu,  all  that  he  did,  and  all  his  valour,  are 

35  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael.-— Jehu  flept  with  his  forefathers,  and 

36  was  buried  in  Samaria ;  and  his  fan  Joahaz  reigned  in  his  ftead. — Now  all  the  days, 
that  Jehu  reigned  over  Ifrael,  at  Samaria,  were  twenty  f|  eight  years. 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  23.  •  and  fend  away  ail  the  worfiiippers  of  the  LORD  that  are  found  there?  and  k  was  fa  dent  as  Jcbu  bad 
faid  i  fo  that  none  of  the  fervants  of  the  LORD  were  there .  Some  copies  of  set.  See  c.  u.— V.  36.  j]  fevtttt 
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jftbafia  vfurpeth  the  Tbrvnt  JI  KINGS.  XI,  of  Judah,  Mtajurtr  taien  hj 

§  6.  The  TJfurpation  and  Reign  of  Athalia ,  f%ueen  of  Judah, 

WHEN  Athalia,  the  mother  of  Ahaz«ah,  faw  that  her  fon  was  dead ;  Ihe  arofe  i 
and  deftroyed  the  whole  royal  progeny.  But  Jofhabea,  daughter  of  king  Joram,  z 
and  lifter  to  Ahaziah,  took  Joafti,  a  fon  of  Ahaziah  (whom  fhe  had  ftolen  away 
from  among  the  king’s  Tons  that  were  Hain),  and  concealed  him  and  his  nurie  from 
Athalia,  in  the  dormitory  of  the  temple ;  fo  that  he  was  not  flam  :  and,  with  her,  3 
he  was  concealed  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  fix  years :  while  Athalia  reigned 
oyer  the  land. — But,  in  the  feventh  year,  Joiadah,  the  prieft  fent  for  the  centurions,  4 
cberethites  and  li&ore;  whom  having  brought  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  he 
made  a  covenant  with  them,  and,  in  thq  houfe  of  the  Lord,  J  took  iheir  oaths  to 
obferve  it.  |  He  then  fhewed  them  the  king’s  fon  ;  and  inftrutted  them,  faying :  5 

V  This  is  what  ye  muft  do  :  of  thole  of  you,  who  come  in  on  the  fabbath,  to  do 
u  duty  in  the  temple ,  let  a  third  part  guard  the  king’s  apartment!  let  another  third  6 
be  polled  at  the  gate  of  Sur,  and  a  third  part  at  the  gate  next  to  the  guard-houfe  : 

“  and  take  ye  fpecial  care,  that  the  houfe  be  not  broken  into.  Then,  let  two  bands  7 
**  of  you,  compofed  of  j  all  thole  who  go  out  on  the  fabbath,  keep  guard  about  the 
“king  in  the  houfe  of  j  the  Lord  :  ye  fhall,  every  man  with  his  weapons  in  his  8 
“  hand,  make  a  fence  around  the  king ;  and  if  any  one  break  through  the  ranks, 

M  let  him  he  put  to  death :  and  be  ye  with  the  king,  as  he  cometh  out,  and  as  he 
u  goeth  in.”~The  centurions  did  according  to  all  that  Joiadah,  the  prieft,  com-  9 
manded :  they  took,  each  his  own  men,  both  of  thofe  who  came  in  on  the  febhath, 
and  of  thofe  whofhould  have  gone  out  on  the  labbath  ;  and  came  to  Joiadah,  the 
prieft.  And  f  Joiadah,  the  prieft,  gave  to  the  centurions  the  Ipears  and  Ihields  of  10 
.f  iring  David,  that  were  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  Then,  the  cberethites  and  u 
U&Qse,  each  mao  with  his  weapons  in  his  hands,  being  polled  on  tbe  right  fide  of 

VARIODS  READINGS. 

CH.  XI.  ver.  4.  R  made  them  /wear  to  the  covenant  of  tbe  Lord .  sep.  See  c.  V.’i  o.  \  chald.  and  1 6  mss. 

Ib.  f  All  the  ant.  vv. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTH. 

Ch.  xl.  w.  1.  Athalia;  a  daughter  of  Ahab:  called  that  time  when  the  courfes  were  to  be  changed,  at  day. 
<foenetimes  the  daughter ;  L  e.  the  grand-daughter  of  Omri.  break,  to  arm  both  thofe  that  were  coming  out,  as  well  aa 
See  ch.  8.  x8,  26  j  and  2  Chron.  22.  X.  thofe  who  were  going  in  ;  and  thus  effc&ed  the  revolution 

V.  a.  JoJhaixa :  called  in  Chron.  JoJhvkath.  Ahaziah’*  he  had  Co  wifely  planned, 
full  fitter,  and  wife  to  Joiadah.  V.  6.  The  gate  of  Sur,  Snppofed.to  be  the  eaftero  gate. 

lb.  lathe  dormitory  i  11;.  in  the  chamber  of  beds:  no  Ib.  The  gate  next  to  the  guard-hoafe lit.  the  houfe  of  he- 
doubt,  a  kind  of  dormitory  for  tfude  who  minittered  in  the  tors,  Suppofed  to  be  the  fouth  gate  j  or  that  next  to  the 
•temple  ;  where  Athalia  would  hardly  fearch  fo?  the  child,  palace.  For  the  whole  verfe  fee  c.  u 

Of  thofe  .....Vthaeomin,  &c.  The  Levites  had  their  V.ZI.  7^chcrethftea—»i*  not  in  the  text:  but  lam  per¬ 

turbs,  or  eouriie*,  in  the  fervice  of  tbe  temple  $  fo  that  a  funded  ft  once  flood  there  ;  and  there  is  Rill  a  vettige  of  it 
certain  number  went  out  every  fabbath,  to  make  room  for  in  fame  copies  of  die  Greek  verfion.  See  c.  a.  . 
another  courfe.  Joiadah,  having  gained  over  the  cento-  Ib.  Berno  poSed^  &c.  They  flood  in  two  tows,  extend, 
lions  and  guards,  or  at  leaft  fame  of  them,  to  ha  party,  and  ing  from  the  ucrtfice  altar  to  the  fanduary,  near  to  which 
having  all  the  Lcviies  at  his  command,  took  occafion  of  the  young  king  lodged. 
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the  temple  and  on  the  left  fide  of  the  temple,  from  the  altar  to  the  royal  apartment; 

12  JAadab  brought  forth  the  king’s  fon,  and  put  upon  him  the  crown  and  the  regal 
ornaments.  Having  thus  made  him  king,  and  anointed  him,  they  clapped  their 

13  hands,  and  faidi  **  Long  live  the  king!” — When  Athalia  heard  the  applauding 

14  voice  of  the  people,  ihe  came  to  the  people  into  the  houfe  of  the  Loro  :  when,  lo! 
Ihe  beheld  the  king  placed  on  the  tribunal,  according  to  cuftom  ;  and  befide  him 
the  }  fingers  and  trumpeters ;  and  the  whole  people  of  the  land  rejoicing,  and  blow¬ 
ing  with  trumpets.  On  this,  Athalia  rent  her  garments,  and  exclaimed  :  w  Treafonf 

: 5  “  treafon  l” — But  Joiadah,  the  prieft,  gave  orders  to  the  centurions  who  commanded 
the  forces,  faying :  “  Let  her  go  out,  without  the  ranges ;  and  if  any  one  follow 
“  her,  let  him  die  by  the  fword for  the  prieft :  had  refoived,  that  file  (hould  not 

16  be  put  to  death  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  So  they  made  way  for  her ;  and  when 
fiie  was  come  to  the  horfe-gateway  of  the  king’s  houfe,  (he  was  ther e  put  to 
death. 

17  Joiadah,  then,  made  a  covenant,  between  the  Lord  and  the  king  and  people; 
that  they  (hould  be  the  Lord’s  people ;  and  alfo  between  the  king  and  the  people. 

iB  On  this,  the  whole  people  of  the  land  went  to  the  temple  of  Baal,  and  demoliftied 
it:  its  altars  and  its  ftatues  they  broke  all  in  pieces;  and  Mathan,  the  prieft  of 

19  Baal,  they  flew  before  the  altars.— Then,  the  prieft,  [Joiadah]  having  placed  a 
guard  on  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  took  the  centurions,  and  chere^hites^and  li&ora, 
with  the  whole  people  of  the  land ;  land  brought  the  king  from  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  ;  and  went  by  the  way  of  the  fi&or-  houfe  gate,  to  the  king’s  houfe  ;  and  placed 

20  him  upon  the  royal  throne.  And  th£  whole  people  of  the  land  rejoiced :  and,  al¬ 
though  Athalia  had  been  put  to  death  by  the  fword,  in  the  palace,  the  city  was  quiet. 

§  7.  Hjftory  of  the  Reign  of  Joq/ky  King  of  Judah* 

\l  JOASH,  being  made  king  when  he  was  feven  years  old,  began  to  reign  in  the 
feventh  year  of  (be  reign  f  Jehu,  king  of  Ifratl ;  and  reigned,  at  Jerufalem,  forty 

a  years.  His  mother’s  name  was  Zibia  of  Beeriheba. — Joalh  did  what  was  right  in 

3  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  as  long  as  Joiadah,  the  prieft,  inftru&ed  him.  Yet  the 
hill-chapels  were  not  removed ;  the  people  ftill  facrificed,  and  turned  incenfe  at 
hill-chapels. 

4  Joash,  having  a  mind  to  repair  the  houfe  f  t be  Lord,  had,  early  in  bis  reign ,  faid  to 

TAllOVS  BS4S1MGJ. 

V.  14.  3  So  sbp.  vulc.  which  I  dunk  the  true  reading.  The  word  is  wanting  in  arab.  The  rest,  ebuft « 

See  c.  fu 

HiimrotY  HOTEI. 

V.  14.  Placed  on  the  irilttnah  This  was  a  fort  of  roll  rum,  V.  20,  The  atj  <wae  quiet.  There  wa*  no  diftutfcaace  or 

erefted  fcy  Solomon;  five  cubits  fquare  and  three  cubits  infurre£Hon  on  account  of  Athalia* 

high  ;  where  be,  and  probably  his  lucceffon,  were  Tested  Cb.  xii.  ver.  4.  The  words  in  Italics  are  taken  moftly  from 

duriug  the  divine  office.  See  a  Chron.  6.  jj,  the  parallel  place,  a  Chios.  34.  4. 
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the  priefts  and  Levitts  t  u  All  the  hallowed  money,  that  fhould  come  into  the  houfe  of 
<l  the  Lord  ;  the  money  which,  by  ordinance,  each  man  fhould  pay  for  the  ranfcm  of 
w  his  life  ;j and  whatfoever  money,  hcjides^  any  man  may  voluntarily  bring  into  the  houfe 
u  of  the  Lord ;  let  the  priefts  collett,  each  from  his  own  acquaintance;  and  let  them  $ 
“  repair,  voiib  iiy  the  breaches  of  the  houfe;  wherefpever  any  breach  fhal!  be  found.” 

Yet  fo  it  was,  that,  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  Joafh,  the  priefts  had  not  6 
repaired  the'  breaches  of  the  houfe.  King  Joafh,  therefore,  called  for  Joiadah  the  7 
i%A-prieflh>  and  the  other  priefts;  and  faid  to  them:  w  Why  repair  ye  not  the 
“  breaches  of  the  houfe  ?  Henceforward,  then,  ye  fhall  uot  colleft,  from  your  ac« 

“  -quaintance,  any  money,  UnieGs  ye  give  it  for  the  reparations  of  the  houfe.”  The  8 
priefts  confentcd  to  colled  no  more  money,  on  condition  that  they  fhould  not  repair 
the  houfe.— -But  Joiadah,  the  A/'g'A-prieft,  took  a  cheft ;  and,  having  bored  a  hole  in  9 
its  lid,  placed  it  befide  the  altar,  on  the  right  fide,  as  one  goeth  into  the  houfe  of 
the  Lord:  and  into  it  the  priefts,  who  kept  the  door,  put  all  the  money  that  was 
brought  unto  thejhoufe  of  the  Lord*  And  whenever  it  appeared,  that  there  was  10 
much  money  in  the  cheft,  the  king’s  fcribe  and  the  highrprieft  came,  and  told  into 
bags  the  money  found  in  the  Houfe  of  the  Lord.  And,  this  ready  money  being  11 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  thofe  who  had  the  infpedion  of  the  work  of  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord;  they  dHburfed  it  among  the  carpenters  and  builders,  the  mafons  and  iz 
ftone-heWefs,  who  did  the  work  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  and  for  the  purchafing 
of  wood  and  ftones  for  hewing,  to  repair  the  breaches  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  i 
for  whatever  was  laid  put  on  the  reparation  of  the  houfe.  For.pf  the  money,  thus  13 
brought  into  the  houfe  of  theLo^Dj  they  made  neither  filver  bowls,  nor  knives, 
nor  fprinkling-hafona,  nor-  trumpets  ;  nor  any  gold  ox  filver  utenfil  for  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord  ;  but  it  was  glven  to  the  workman,  for  the  reparation  of  the  houfe  14 
of  the  Lord  :  nor  .was  any  reckoning  demanded  of  the  men  into  whofe  hands  the  15 
■money  was  delivered,  to  be  difburfed  among  the  workmen  :  they  a&ed  in  truft. 

As  to  the-trefpafs  and  fin-offering  money,  if  was  not  brought  into  the  houfe  of  the  16 
Lord:  it  belonged  to  the  priefts. 

After  tbky  Hazael,  king  of  Syria,  came  and  warred  againft  Gath,  and  took  it;  1 7 


1IUAK  ATOEY  EOTIS. 

V.  A.  AS  ihe  PKiup,  &C.  This  was  of  two  forts.  Others  would  render pfahertet  or  mufitaj  enjlnanutts.  Under 

ift,  The  redemption  money  ;  namely,  half  aftietd  of  filver  the  ncccffity  of  chaoimg,  I  have  preferred  what  I  deemed 
for  every  male  twenty  year*  old.  adly,  All  voluntary  gifts?  the  moft  probable.  $ee  c,  a.  For  the  reft,  there  is  a  dif- 
or  votive  offering*.  Some  interpreters  think  three  forts' of  ference  between  the  text  here,  and  that  of  *  Chron.  14, 
money  are  here  designated bat  I  believe  them  to  be  wrong.  14.  whye  it  is  faid,  that  the  of  the  money  wa$  em-. 
See  C.  Zi  ployed  in  making  otenftls  for  the  temple.  See  the  note  on' 

V,  5.  Each  from  hie  own  acquaintance :  from  tbofe  of  that  place, 
the  refpe&ive  placet  of  their  abode;  throughout  all  Judah.  V.  16.  There  is  a  chafm  here  to  he  filled  up  from 
See  a  Chron.  14.  $1  '  a  Chrtro.  *4.  15— a  a.  The  iucurfioo  of  Haaael -happened 

lb.  The  breaches  of. the  houfe;  made  during  the  reign  of  after,  ihe  death  of  Joiadah,  and  the  relapfe  of  the  Judahite* 
Athalia.  C0mp.  z  Cfiron.  a4.  7,  into  idolatry.. 

V.  i£.  'Nor  iiKva.  'fJnr  conufion  ver iron  has  jhvffbrt. 

ajP.  £nd 
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iS  and  had  fet  his  face  to  come  to  Jerufalem.:  when  Joafh,  king  of  jodah,  took  all 
the  things  that  had  been  hallowed  by  hiB  forefathers  Jcrihaphaty  Joram  and  Aha* 
ziah,  kings  of  Ifrael  ;  and  all  that  had  been  hallowed  by  himfelf ;  with  all  the  gold 
found  in  the  treafurie$  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  of  the  king’s  hOufe  ;  andlehi 
them  to  Hazael  king  of  Syriaithafc  he  might  turn  away  from  JerufalenL 

19  Now,  the  reft  of  the  a&s  of  Joafh;  all  that  he  did;  are  written  in  fhe  chronicles 

20  of  the  kings  of  Judah* — Joafh’s  own  fervants  entered  into  a  confpiracy  againft  him, 
ai  and  fle.w  him  in  Beth-MUo,  on  the  declivity  of  Sela.  There,  hia  -QWtt  fervants, 

[]  Jozaehar.  Ben-Shimeath,  and  Jozabad  Ben-Shomer,  finote  him  He 

was  buried,  with  his  forefathers,  in  the  city  of  David;  and  hi*  fan  Amazfah  reigned 
in  his  ftead# 

§  8.  Hijiory  of  the  Reign  of  Joabnz%  King  of  IJracL 

x  .  IN  the  twenty.  ||  third  year  of  the  reign  of  Joafh  Ben-Ahaziah,  king  of  Judah, 
Joahaz  Ben-Jehu  became  king  over  Ifrael;  and  reigned^  at  Samaria,  feventeen  years. 

2  He  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  followed  the  fina  of  Jeroboam  Ben- 

3  Nebat,  who  firji  caufed  the  Ifraelites  to  fin  :,  from  his  fins  he  departed  not.— -The 
mdignatibn  of  the  Lord  was,  therefore,  kindled  againft  the  Ifraelites ;  whom,  on 
every  dccafion,  he  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Hazael  king  of  Syria,  and  into  the 

4  hands  of  Ben-Adad  the  fon  of  Hazael.  Yet,  on  Joahaz’a  fupplltation  to  the  Lord, 
the  Lord  liftefled  to  him  5- becaufe  he  faw  the  opprefli on'  with ‘  wMcfr^the  king  of 

7  Syria  opprefled  the  Ifraelites.  ’  J  For.  to  Joahaz  Were  left  only  fifty  horfe-men,  ten 
chariots,  and  ten  thoufand  foot-foldiejs  :  the  reft  the  king  -of  Syria  had  deftroyed, 

5  .  and  trampled  upon  like  duft  |  The  Lord,  therefore,  feat  a  faviour  to  the  Ifraelites, 

who  refeued  them  from  the  hands  of  the  Syrians.;  fn  that.* the  children  of  Ifrael 

6  .dwelled  in  their  own  homes  as  in  former  times.  Yet  j).  they  departed  not  from  the 
fin's  j]  of  the  houfe  J  of  Jeroboam  *,  Who  firfi  caufed  the  Ifraeltfles  to  fin :  thofe  Jim 

.  VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XII.  ver.  21. 0  Jozabad,  Above  fixty  mss.  and  edit.  And  this,  moft  probably,  is  the  true  reading  j  but 
proper  names  havi  been  ftrangely  corrupted  :  nor  is  it  indeed  of  much  importance.  See.  rc. — CH.  XIII. 
ver.  I.  frjt ,  josephus:  which  feema  a  preferable  reading.  See  c.  r. — V  7.  4  tranfpofed.  See  c,  r. 
— V.  6  het  L  e.  Joahaz,  writ.  ARAB.  lb.  d  wanting  in  CHALU.  6YR*  ARAB-  and  10  mss.  Ib.  *  Ben- 
Nebaty  STB.  ARAB.  SYM.  THP.OD.  »EP.  ALEX,  and  l  ms.  See  c.  R. 

imiNATOir  H  DTI  i. 

V.  So.  On  the  declivity  of  Sola.  Sda  feem*  to  have  been  V,  21.  He  was  buried,  with  lit  for  father}  ;  but  sot.  It 
*  fterp  between  Jerufalem  and  Sion,  on  which  Beth -Milo,  Teem#,  in  the  royal  fepulchrc,  See  »  Cbron.  24.  a  j. 
or  the  houfe  of  Milo,  wa»bu3t.  Comp.  I  Kiogr  u,  27,  Ch.  xiiL  ver,  3.  6n  every  oeeajwm  lit.  all  days ;  here 
and  fee  c.  r.  equivalent  to  often;  or,  as  we  fay  familiarly,  every  novo  and 

V,  21.  Jaxaebar,  &C.  In  Cbron.  the  names  are  Zahod  den.  Comp.  ver.  4  and  35. 

Ben-Shimeath  and  jehmudad  JBsn-Sbunrki :  and,  Sbimeatb  V.  A  favbvr;  i.  c.  Joafh,  the  fon  and  fucceffor  of 
and  Shimrith  are  laid  <0  have  been,  Ujc  former  an  Ammo.  Joahaz.  Comp.  ver.  15  and  aj. 
wuft,  the  latter  a  Moabitejs.  See  3  Chrop.  34.  26.  .slid  0.x. 

they 
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they  filll  followed :  and  the  grove,  at  Samaria,  fttll  remained. — Now  the  reft  of  the  8 
a&s  of  Joahaz  j  all  that  he  didT  and  his  valour,  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the 
kings  of  Ifrael.— Joahaz  flept  with  bis  forefathers,  and  was  buried  in  Samaria ;  and  9 
his  fon  Joalh  reigned  in  his  ftead. 

§  9.  Hifiory  of  the  Reign  of  Joqfbt  King  of  IfraeL — Death  of  EJiJbah* 

IN  the  thirty-feventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Joafli,  king  of  Judah,  Joalh  Ben-Joahaz  10 
became  king  over  Ifrael;  and  reigned,  at  Samaria,  fixteen  years.  He  did  evil  in  ti 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord  :  he  departed  not  from  any  of  the  fins  of  Jeroboam  Ben- 
Nebat,  who  firfi  caufed  the  Israelites  to  fin  :  thofe fins  he  followed. . 

4-  In  tbfe  days,  Eilftiah  fell  into  his  death-bed  ficknefs when  Joalh,  king  of  Ifrael,  14 
came  down  to  him,  and  wept  over  his  face,  and  faid :  “  My  father !  my  father  i 
M  the  chariot,  and  charioteer  of  Ifrael  !M  Elifhah  faid  to  him :  M  Take  a  bow  and  15 
4i  arrows and  he  took  a  bow  and  arrows.  Again,  he  faid  to  the  king:  “  Put  16 
“  thine  hand  upon,  the  bow  and  he  put  his  hand.  Then  EliQiah  put  his  hands 
upon  the  king’s  hhnds,  and  faid:  “  Open  the  window  eaftward  ;**  which  being  17 
opened,  Elifliah  faSd:  **  Shoot and,  while  he  fhot,  Elijbab  i aid:  “  Arrow  of 
41  deliverance,  by  the  Lord  1  Arrow  of  deliverance  from  Syria  1  for,  at  Aphek,” 
added  bet  u  thou  fhilt  completely  fmite  the  Syrians.”  Again  he  faid ;  “  Take  the 
“  other  arrows Which  being  done,  he  faid  5to  the  king  of  Ifrael :  “  Smite  the  18 
“  ground and  he  froote  thrice,  and  ftopped.  On  this,  the  man  of  God  was  angry  19 
with  him,  and  faid*:  u  If  thou  hadft  fmitten  five  or  fix  times,  then  Ihouldeft  thou 
“  have  completely  fmitten  the  Syrians :  whereas,  now,  thou  fhalt  fmite  them  but 
“  thrice.”— Elilhah,  then,  died,  and  was  buried:  and,  that  fame  year,  hordes  of  20 
Moabites  invaded  the  land.  Now  it  happened,  that  while  fame  Ifraelstes  were  about  21 
to  bury  a  man,  they  fpied  the  horde ;  and  threw  the  man  into  the  fepulchre  of  Elifhah; 
but  no  fooner  was  the  man  let  down,  and  had  touched  the  bones  of  Efifhah,  than 
he  revived,  and  ftood  upon  his  feet. 

Although  Hazael,  king  of  Syria,  had  opprefled  the  lfraelites,  all  the  days  of  zi 
Joahaz;  yet  the  Lord  was,  at  lengthy  favourable  to  them,  and  mercifully  regarded  23 
them,  for  the  fake  of  his  covenant  with  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob;  nor  was  it, 
yet,  his  will  to  deftroy  them,  or  reje&  them  out  of  his  fight. — So,  when  Hazael  24 

VARIOUS  R.BADING. 

V.  14—25.  +  tranfpofed  for  the  fate  of  order. 

«at  *  LAM  |1T  Oljr  ROTES. 

V.  lit  ffr  did  real,  jofephu*,  on  the  contrary,  tayi  he  made  seftom  it  to  order.  See  c.  A. 

a  in  acting  refmbbng  bit fakers  and  from  V.  14.  Tbt  chariot,  9UU  See  the  note  00  ch.  a.  J*. 

hi»  attention  to  EJtfliih,  thi*  may  fewn  probable.-  Seec.  a.  V,  at.  0rr*j*8  them  out  of  hu  fgkie  i.  e.  «pel  them 

Tor  the  reft,  thi«  chapter  it  ittangely  disjointed  boiB  in  .  out  pf  the  land  of  KracL  That  time -was  not  .yet  come, 
the  text  and  aU  the  vtdbas.  The  tiWpofitioc  I  hate 

*3* 


was 
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as  was  dead,  and  his  foa  Ben- Ad  ad  reigned  in  hUftead  j  Joaih  Bcn-Joahaz  retook, 
out  of  the  hands  of  Bcn-Adad  Ben-Hazael,  the  cities,  which  had  been  taken,  in 
war,  out  of  thehands  of  hie  father  Joahax.  Thrke  he  defeated  Bcn-Adad ; 

u  and  recovered  the  cities  of  HraeL— JNow  the  reft  of  the  a£b  of  Joaih ;  all  that  he 
did,  and  the  valour  with  which  he  fought  againft  Amaziah,  king  of  Judah  ;  are 

13  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  IlraeL  Joaih  flept  with  his  forefathers, 
and  was  buried  at  Samaria,  among  the  kings  of  Ilraet :  and  hit  fan  Jeroboam  fat 
upon  his  throne,  and  reigned  in  bis  jieacL  J 

§  to.  Rjftory  <f  tlx  Reign  of  Anumah ,  King  of  Judah. 

t  IN  the  fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  Joaih  Ben-Joahaz,  king  of  Ifrael,  Amaziah, 

2  king  of  Judah,  became  king*  He  was,  on  becoming  king,  twenty-five  years  old  j 
■  and  reigned,  at  Jerulalem,  twenty-nine  years.  The  name  of  his  mother  wit*  Joa- 

3  dan,  of  Jerufalem. — He  did  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  but  not  like 

4  his  forefather  David  j  according  to  all  that  his  father  Joaih  did,  fo  did  he.  The* 
hill-chapels  Were  not  removed ;  the  people  ftill  lacrificed  and  burned^  incenfe  at 
hill-chapels. 

3  As  foon  as  the  kingftup  was  eftablilhed  in  his  hands,  he  flew  thofe  fervants,  who 

6  had  flain  his  father :  but  the  Tons  of  the  aflaflms  he  flew  not ;  conformably  to  what 
is  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  of  Mofes;  by  the  exprefs  command  of  the  Lord, 
faying :  u  Fathers  fliall  not  be  put  to  death,  on  account  of  chjldren ;  nor  children, 
tl  on  account  of  fathers:  let  every  man  die  for  his  own  crime.” 

7  After  this,  he  fmote  ten  tboufand  Edomites,  in  the  vale  of  fidt ;  and  in  that 
war  took  Sela,  and  called  its  name  Joktheel,  which  it  bears  at  this  day. 

8  Amaziah,  then,  fent  meffengers  to  Joaih  Ben-Joahaz  Ben1  Jehu,  king  of  Ifirael, 
faying :  u  Come,  let  us  look  one  another  In  the  face.’*  Joaih,  king  of  Ifrael^  fent 

9  back  word  to  Amaziah,  faying :  **  A  thiftle  of  Lebanon  faid  to  a  cedar  of  Leba* 
“  non  :  *  Give  thy  daughter,  for  a  wife  to  my  fon;*  when,  inftantly,  one  of  the 

jo  u  wild-beafts  of  Lebanon,  paffing  by,'  trod  down  the  thiftle.  Becaufe  thou  haft 
M  fmitten  the  Edomites,  therefore  thy  mind  is  elated ;  glory  in  it,  but  flay  at  home; 
“  why  wouldeft  thou  engage  thyfelf  in  evil ;  and  fall  together  with  thy  Judahites?” 

11  But,  Amaziah  refuting  to  liften,  joaih  king  of  Ifrael  came  up;  and  he  and  Ama¬ 
ziah  king  of  Judah  looked,  one  another,  in  the  face,  at  Beth-fhemeih,  a  city  of 

rmisuou  iouj. 

V.  13.  Tb<  word*  m  Italic  are  partly  in  the  Syriac  and  V.  7.  Jokiiaei  means JiibJtud-io-GoD. 

Arabic  rerftoo* ;  and  partly  {upplied  hoax  ch.  14-  15.  See  V.  8.  La  vj  look,  Let  us  try  our  ftrength  again (b 

the  place.  one  soother,  We  ItiU  fay,  to  face  an  enemy. 

Ch.  xiv.  vtr.  6.  Father  tcc*  from  Deuteronomy  24. 16. 
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Judah.  And  the  Judahites  were  routed  by  the  Hxaelites ;  and  fled,  every  man  to 
his  own  home.  And  Joafh,  king  of  Ifrael,  took  Amaziah  Ben*  Joafh  Ben-Ahaziah,  13 
king  of  Judah,  prifoner,  at  Beth-fhemefh ;  and*  coming  to  Jerufa!em,he  broke  down 
the  wall  of  Jerufalem,  from  the  gate  of  Ephraim  to  the  corner-gate ;  four  hundred 
cubits*  And  he  took  all  the  gold  and  filver,  and  all  the  utenfils,  found  in  the  houfe  14 
of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  treafury  of  the  king’s  houfe ;  and  returned*  with  hoftages, 
to  Samaria.  [Now  the  reft  of  the  a&s  of  Joafh,  all  that  he  did  ;  and  with  what  va-  15 
lour  he  fought  againft  Amaziah,  king  of  Judah;  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of 
the  kings  of  Ifrael*  Joafh  flept  with  his  forefathers ;  and  was  buried,  at  Samaria,  16 
among  the  kings  of  Ifrael :  and  his  fon  Jeroboam  reigned  in  his  ftead.] 

Bot  Amaziah  Ben- Joafh,  king  of  Judah,  furvived  the  death  of  Joafh  Ben-Joa-  17 
haz,  fifteen  years. — Now  the  reft  of  the  ads  of  Amaziah  are  written  in  the  chro-  18 
nicies  of  the  kings  of  Judah.  A  confpiracy  having  been  formed  againft  him  at  19 
Jerufalem,  he  fled  to  Lachifh:  but  he  was  purfued  to  Lachifh,  and  flam  there: 
whence  he  was  brought  back,  on  horfes,  to  Jerufalem ;  and  was  buried  at  Jerufalem,  20 
among  his  forefather,  in  the  city  of  David. 

Thin  the  whole  people  of  Judah  took  ]|  Oziah,  who  was  fixteen  years  old,  and  21 
made  him  king,  inftgad  of  his  father  Amaziah.  He  rebuilded  Elath,  and  reftored  22 
it  to  Judah  ;  after  the  late  king  flept  with  his  forefathers. 

§  11.  Hifiory  of  the  Reign  of  Jeroboam  If,  King  of  Ifraeh 

IN  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Amaziah  Ben-Joa£h,  king  of  Judah,  Jero-  23 
boam  Ben-Joafh  became  king  of  Ifrael,  and  reigned f  at  Samaria,  forty-one  years. 

He  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  he  departed  not  from  any  of  the  fins  of  Je-  24 
roboam  Ben-Nebat,  who  JirJl  caufed  the  Ifraelites  to  fin. — He  recovered  the  terri-  25 
tones  of  Ifrael  from  the  entrance  of  Hamath  unto  the  dead  fea ;  according  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael;  which  he  fpoke  through  the  mediation  of 
his  fervant  Jonah  Ben-Amathai*  a  prophet  of  Gath-hepher.  For  the  Lord  faw  26 
the  bitter  affliction  of  the  Ifraelites;  that  there  was  none  to  avenge,  fuccour,  and 
affift  them.  So  the  Lord  laid,  he  would  not  blot  out  the  name  of  the  Ifraelites  27 
from  under  the  heavens ;  but  faved  them  by  the  hand  of  Jeroboam  Ben- Joafh.— - 
Now  the  reft  of  the  a&s  of  Jeroboam,  all  that  he  jdid  ;  with  what  valour  he  warred;  28 

VARIOUS  KEAD1NC. 

CH.  XIV.  vex.  li.  |  al.  Axariab,  See  next  chap.  rer.  2. 

lmmToir  NOTES. 

V.  If,  itf.  I  h**e  included  tWt  two  vcr&s  ia  bracket*}  the  fc&  ofArvba. 

**  being  a  mere  repetition  of  ch.  13.  u,  23.  Ib.  Tbrmtgb  tit  rwt&rfwn  ef  hie  ftrvaet  Jonah.  The 

V.  15.  Uni*  the  dead  feme  lit.  the  Jea  eftbe  //*£*.  The  feme  who  ^nx  fmt  to  Ncmve.  This  &xc*  the  time  of  his 
Greek  tranllator  retained  the  Hehrrw  word ;  acd  call*  it  miffioa.  Set  the  preface  to  that  book. 
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and  how  he  recovered,  for  Ifrael,  Damafcua  and  Hamath  f&kkbbad  farmer}}  be- 
29  longed  to  Judah),  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  tings  of  Ifrael  Jeroboam 
dept  with  his  forefathers,  the  tings  of  Ifrael  5  and  his  fon  Zachariah  reigned  in  his 
ftead. 

§  I2«  Hiflory  of  the  Reign  of  Oziab^  King  of  Judah* 

x  IN  the  (1  twenty-feverith  |  year  tf  the  reign  of  Jeroboam,  king  of  Urael;  [)  Oziah 

2  Be  n-Amaziah  became  king  of  Judah.  H  e  was  fi xteen  yea,rs  old,  wheti  he  began  to 
reign  5  and  reigned,  at  Jeralalem,  fifty-two  years.  The  name  of  his  mother' was 

3  Jecholia,  of  Jerulalem.— He  did  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  accord- 

4  ing  to  all  that  his  father  Amaziah  had  done.  Yet  the  hill-chapels  were  not  re¬ 
moved:  ftill  the  people  facrificed,  and  burned  incenfe  at  hilhchapels. 

5  This  king  was  fo  fniitten  by  the  Lord,  that  he  was  a  leper  unto  the  day  of 
his  death,  and  dwelled  in  a  feparate  apartment ;  while  Jotham,  the  king’s  fon,  go- 

6  verned  the  houfehold,  and  judged  the  people  of  the  land, — The  reft  of  the  ads  of 

7  Oziah ;  all  that  he  did,  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah.  Oziah 
flept  with  his  forefathers ;  and  was  buried  among  his  forefathers*  in  the  city  of 
David :  and  his  fon  Jotham  reigned  in  his  ftead, 

§  13.  Hiflory  of  the  Reigns  of  Zachariah^  Shdam ,  Menahem *  Phekabiah9  and 

Phdtab,  Kings  of  IfraeL 

8  IN  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Oziah,  king  of  Judah,  Zachariah  Ben- 

9  Jeroboam  reigned  over  Ifrael,  at  Samaria,  fix  months.  He  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Lord,  as  his  forefathers  had  done ;  he  departed  not  from  the  fins  of  Jeroboam 

10  Ben-Nebat,  who  firjl  caufed  the  Ifraelites  to  fin. — Againft  him,,  Shalum  Ben-Jabdh 
confpired  j  and  fmote  him  in  the  prefence  of  the  people ;  and  reigned  in  his  ftead. 

1 2  4.  This  was  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which.be  had  announced  to  Jehu,  faying :  u  Thy 
“  Tons  fhall  fit  upon  the  throne  of  Ifrael,  unto  the  fourth  generation for  fo  it 

11  came  to  pafs.  j — Now  the. reft  of  the  ads  of  Zachariah  are  written  in  the  chronicles 
of  the  kings  of  Ifrael. 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XV.  \er.  1.  0  fourteenth,  Joseph,  lb.  fj  The  prefent  text,  with  sEp.  chald.  vulg.  has  Awriab  :  but 
syr.  ARAB.  Joseph,  with.  p.  p.  2  Chron.  have-  Oziah ,  or  Uzziaki  and  even  in  this  fame  chapter  he  is  twice 

fo  called.  See  ver.  13  and  3a.  and  c.  a. 

explanatory  notes. 

V.  28.  lie  recovered,  for  Ifrael,  &c.  The  prefent  text  been  fubdued  by  David  :  tut  rculet  by  the  Syrians.  See 
reads  literally  j  for  Judah  m  Ifrael,  and  fo  the  Greek  ver-  X  Sam.  8.  6.  and  c.  a. 

ton.  I  bare  followed  the  conimrm  tranflfltion  j  except  in  Ch.  xv.  ver.  5.  War  fa  fmiticn ,  See.  For  prefuming  to 
the  arrangement :  but  I  greatly  fulpeft  that  to  Judah  i&  an  offer  incenfe  in  the  temple.  See  1  Chron,  ao.  t8 — *q. 
interpolation  :  and  indeed  it  a  wanting  in  the  Syriac  and  V.  8.  In  the  thirty-eighth  year.  Read  twertiy-e^ghth  ;  to  rc- 
Arabic  verftoas.  Damafcus  and  Hamath,  or  Epiphsnia,  had  concik  the  chronology.  See  c.  r- 
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Ik  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  Oziah,  king  of  Judah,  Shalum  Ben-  13 
Jabefh  became  king  of  Ifrael ;  and  reigned,  at  Samaria,  a  month  of  days:  when  14 
Menahem  Ben-Gadi  came  up  from  Thirza  to  Samaria,  and  flew  him,  and  reigned 
in  his  Head. — The  reft  of  the  a&s  of  Shalum,  and  the  confpiracy  which  he  made,  1$ 
are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael, — -At  that  time,  Menahem,  coming  16 
from  Thirza,  fmote  Thiphfah  and  all  its  inhabitants,  and  all  its  territories;  becaufe 
they  had  not  opened  their  gates  to  him :  all  the  pregnant  women,  even,  he  fmote, 
and  ripped  up. 

In  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  Oziah  king  of  Judah,  Menahem  Ben-  17 
Gadi  became  king  of  Ifrael ;  and  reigned,  at  Samaria,  ten  years*  He  did  evil  in  18 
the  eyes  of  the  Loro  :  aft  his  days,  he  departed  not  from  *  the  fins  of  Jeroboam 
Ben-Nebat ;  who  fiji  caufed  the  Ifraelitesto  fin. — In  his  reign,  Pbul,  king  of  Affyria,  19 
invaded  the  land  :  but  Menahem  gave  to  Phui  a  thoufand  talents  of  filver,  that  he 
might  befriend  and  eftablifh  him  in  the  kinglhip.  This  money  Menahem  exacted  20 
from  all  the  more  wealthy  of  the  Ifraelites,  from  each  fifty  fhekels;  to  be  given  to 
the  king  of  Aflyria.  s  Oh  this,  the  king  of  Syria  went  back;  and  made  no  ftay  in 
the  land*— The  reft  of  the  atts  of  Menahem;  all  that  he  did,  are  written  in  the  at 
chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael. — Menahem  flept,  with  hie  forefathers,  and  his  fon  22 
Phekahiah  reigned  ini  his  ftead. 

In  the  fiftieth  year  of  the  retgn  of  Oziah,  king  of  Judah,  Phekahiah  became  king  23 
of  Ifrael ;  and  reigned,  at  Samaria,  two  years.  He  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Loro  ;  24 
he  departed  not  from:  the  fins  of  Jeroboam  Ben-Nebat ;  vthafijl  caufed  the  Ifrael- 
ites  to  fin. — Againft  him  Phekah  Ben-Romaliah,  one  of  his  own  tribunes,  abetted  25 
by  Argob  and  Ariah  with  fifty  Gileadites,  confpired ;  and  frnote  him  in  the  royal 
haram  at  Samaria  ;  and,  having  flam  him,  reigned  in  his  Head*— The  reft  of  the  16 
acts  of  Phekahiah ;  all  that  he  did,  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of 
Ifrael, 

In  the  fifty-fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  Oziah  king  of  Judah,  Phekah  Ben-Roma-  27 
liah  became  king  over  Ifrael ;  and  reigned^  at  Samaria,  twenty  years.  He  did  evil  28 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  :  he  departed  not  from  *  the  fins  of  Jeroboam  Ben-Ne¬ 
bat  5  who  firjl  caufed  the  Ifrael  ites  to  fin. 

In  the  days  of  Phekah^  king  of  Ifrael,  Thiglath-phalafar,  king  of  Aflfyria,  came  29 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V*  18.  ♦  ef,  10  mss.  with  SEP.  See  c.  V.  28.  *  euty  of  f  asp*  and  3  mss. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES* 

V.  23.  In  tit  fftistl  year,  Of  perhaps  tkt  fortieth  ysar.  Both  the  men  here  mentioned  may  have  been  from  that 
Seec.  a.  diftrift.  It  a  not  howerer  dear,  from  the  text,  that  Ar- 

V.  35.  AkrUedhj  Artel  W  Ariah.  Theft  feem  to  gob  and  Ariah  were  the  aflbciates  of  Phekah :  they  nay 
hare  been  two  Gilead  chiefs.  Argob.  ms  a  di&nd  of  have  been  the  companions  of  Phekahiah,  and  ftain  with 
BaJhao,  originally  inhabited  by  a  fcvoFRtphaites,  or  giants,  him  ;  and  ft>  Jofephua  feemi  to  intimate.  See  c.  a. 
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and  took  Aion,  and  A bel-Beth -Maacha,  and  Janoah,  and  &tddh>  and  Hazmy  and 
GUead,  and  Galilee,  and  the  whole  land  of  Naphthali;  and  carried  the  inhabitants 

30  captives  into  Aftyria. — -Hofeah  Ben-Elah,  alfo,  entered  into  a  confpiracy  againft 
Phekah  Ben-Romaliah  ;  and  Imote  him,  and  reigned  in  his  Head  ;  in  the  |j  tvren-* 

31  tieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Jotham  Bco-Oziah. — The  reft  of  the  ads  of  Phekah  •  aft 
that  he  did,  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  IfraeL 

§  14.  Hjftory  of  the  Reigns  of  Jotham  and  Aha%^  Kings  of  Judah. 

34  IN  the  J  fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  Phekah  Ben-Romaliah,  king  of  Ifrael,  Jo- 

33  tham.  BenrOriah  became  king  of  Judah,  He  was  twenty-five  years  old  when  he 
became  king ;  and  reigned,  at  Jerufaletn,  fixteen  years.  His  mother’s  name  was 

34  Jerufha,  daughter  of  Zadok.  He  did  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  : 

35  according  to  all  that  his  father  Oziah  had  done,  fo  did  he.  *  Yet  the  hill-^harpels 
were  not  removed :  ftill  the  people  facrificed  and  burned  incenfe  at  hill-chapets. — 

36  This  king  rebuilded  the  higher  gate  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord. — The  reft  of  the 
ads  of  Jotham ;  all  that  he  did,  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah. 

37  In  thofe  days,  the  Lord  permitted  Rezin  king  of  Syria,  and  Phekah  Ben-Roma- 
.38  liah  king  of  Ifraelt  to  invade  Judah,— But  Jotham  had,  before  tbalf  flept,  with  his 

forefathers ;  and  was  buried,  with  his  forefathers,  in  the  city  of  David  :  and  Ills 
fon  Ahaz  reigned  in  his  ftead. 

1  In  the  feventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Phekah  Ben-Romaliih,  Ahaz  Ben-Jotham 

2  became  king  of  Judah.  Ahaz  was  J  twenty  years  old,  when  he  began  to  reign  5 
and  he  reigned,  at  Jerufhlem,  fixteen  years.  He  did  not,  like  his  forefather  David, 

3  do  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  but  walked  in  the  way  of  the  kings 
of  Ifirael.  He  even  made  a  holocauft  of  his  own  fon ;  according  to  the  abominable 
pra&ice  of  thofe  nations,  whom  the  Lord  had  expelled  froifi  before  the  children 

4  of  Ifrae!.  He  alfo  facrificed,  and  burned  incenfe  at  hill,  chap  els,  and  under  every 
branchy  tree. 

5  It  was  then,  that  Rezin,  king  of  Syria,  and  Phekah  Ben-Romaliah,  king  of 
Ifrael,  came  to  war  againft  Jerulalem  :  but  although  they  befieged  Aha2,  they  could 

6  not  vanquilh  him. — At  that  time,  Rezin,  king  of  Syria,  driving  the  Judahites  out 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  30.  li  So  the  TEXT  and  ant.  vv.  But  tenth  feema  to  be  the  tme  leading.  See  c.  a. — V.  3a.  f|  So  the 
text  and  w.— Yet  here  again  the  true  reading  feems  to  be  tenth.  See  c.  R. — CH.  XVI,  ver.  2*  j|  So 
the  text  and  vv.  Bot  the  true  number  feems  to  be  twfntyfw.  See  c.  b. 

Kit  IAB4TOIT  It  0  T  K  S’, 

V.  a 9-  JUl-Bctb-Maada.  Some  s lake  two  pUcts  of  tham.  Comp.  ch.  1 6.  j. 

4,  Abet  and  Btth'Maacha*  Ch.  %vi.  ver«  5.  It  mat  then,  fir c.  Compare  tfahh  7. 

V,  37.  In  tbofc  lap  i.  e.  Soon  after  the  death  of  Jo-  x —  x<S. 
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of  Elath,  reftored  it  to  J  Edom :  and  the  ||  Edomites  returned  to  Elath,  and  in¬ 
habit  it  unto  this  da y. 

But  Ahaz  lent  meffengers  to  Thiglath.phalafar,  king  of  Aflyria,  faying:*11  lam  7 
11  thy  fervant  and  fon ;  come  hither,  and  lave  me  from  the  hands  of  the  king  of 
“  Syria  and  of  the  king  of  Ifrael*  who  have  rifen  up  againft  me.**  And  Ahaz  took  3 
the  filver  and  gold,  that  was  found  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  treafury 
of  the  king’s  houfe  ;  and  fent  it  as  a  prefent  to  the  ting  of  Aflyria,  The  king  of  9 
Aflyria  liftened  to  his  requeft ;  and  went  againft  Damafcus,  and  took  it ;  and  car¬ 
ried  its  people  captives  into  Kir ;  and  Rezin  he  flew. — Now  when  king  Ahaz  went  10 
to  Damafcus  to  meet  Thiglath-phalafar,  king  of  Aflyria ;  he  faw  the  altar  which 
was  at  Damafcus :  the  form  and  faftiion  of  which  altar,  according  to  every  part 
of  its  workmanihip,  he  fent  to  Uriah  the  prieft :  and  Uriah  the  prieft  conftnidted  1  r 
an  altar,  entirely  according  to  the  model  which  king  Ahaz  had  fent  from  Damaf¬ 
cus.  Thus  did  Uriah  the  prieft,  againft  king  Ahaz  came  from  Damafcus.  And  iz 
when' the  king  came  from  Damafcus,  and  faw  the  altar,  he  approached  to  the  altar 
and  made  offerings  on  it.  On  that  altar  he  burned  his  holocaufb  and  his  donatives j  13 
on  it  he  poured  out  his  libations,  and  fprinkled  the  blood  of  euchariftic  facrifices  : 
but  the  brazen  altar,  which  was  before  the  Lord,  he  removed  from  the  front  of  14 
the  houfe  of  the  Lotto,  from  between  the  altar  and  the  houfe  of  the  Lord, 
and  placed  it  on  the  north  ride  of  the  new  altar.  And  king  Ahaz  gave  a  charge  to  15 
Uriah  the  prieft,  laying:  "  Upon  the  great  altar  burn  the  morning  holocauft,  and 
“  the  evening  donative;  the  king’s  holocauft  and  his  donative;  and  the  holocaufts, 
u  donatives,  and  libations  of  the  whole  people  of  the  land  ;  and,  on  it,  fprmkle  all 
41  the  blood  of  the  holocauft  and  of  every  other  facrifice :  and  let  the  brazen  altar 
Ai  remain  at  my  difpofal.” — Uriah,  the  prieft,  did  according  to  all  that  king  Ahaz  16 
commanded. — King  Ahaz,  moreover,  cut  away  the  frame-bands  of  the  lover- -  17 
Hands,  and  removed  from  off  them  the  lavers:  he  alfo  took  down  the  brazen  fea, 
from  off  the  brazen  oxen,  that  fupported  it,  and  placed  it  upon  a  pavement  of 
ftones.  The  labbath-fhelter,  alfo,  which  had  been  builded  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  18 
and  the  outward  paffage  to  it  from  the  king’s  houfe,  he  removed  from  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord,  in  compliment  to  the  king  of  Aflyria. — The  reft  of  the  a&s  of  Ahaz,  19 
f  all  that  he. did,  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah. — And  Ahaz  20 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  6.  li  The. text  and  alt  die  versions  have  Aram  (Syria) :  but  I  dunk  it  clear  that  Edom  was  die  original 
reading.  See  nett  various  reading,  lb.  li  Here  a  great  number  of  msb.  with  set.  and  vclg.  have  Edomites. 

The  reft  Aramtes .  See  c.  r. — V.  19.  f  sep.  syr.  Arab,  with  20  Mss.  See  c.  a. 

niilUTORT  KOTE. 

V.  18.  7 ht  fabhatbfbelta-,  &c.  This  is  a  difficult  paffage:  king  audios  effort,  when  they  attended  the  public  wotftip 
and  I  am  not  fore  of  having  well  rendered  it.  The  Jhthcr  on  the  fabbath  daj\  Bat  fee  c.  *. 
or  (avert  here  mentioned,  Teems  to  have  been  a  feat  for  the  * 
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flept  with  his  forefathers  5  and,  with  his  forefathers,  was  buried  in  the  city  of  Divid; 
and  his  fon  Hezekiah  reigned  in  his  {lead. 

§  15.  J Uiflory  <f  the  Reign  *f  Hofbeaby  King  of  IfraeL 

1  IN  the  ||  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Ahaz  king  of  Judah,  Hoftieah  Ben-£lah 

a  became  king  over  Ifrael ;  and  reigned^  at  Samaria,  nine  years-  He  did  evil  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Loan  ;  although  not  like  the  kings  of  Ifrael,  who  were  before  him.— 

3  Againft  him  came  Shalmanafar  king  of  Aflyria :  when  Holheah  became  hisvaflal, 

4  and  paid  tribute  to  him.  But  the  king  of  AfTyria  difcovered  treachery  in  Hofheab, 
in  that  he  had  fent  meffengers  to  Soah  king  of  Egypt ;  and  had  not  paid  the 
yearly  tribute  to  the  king  of  AfTyria  ;  therefore  the  king  of  Aflyria  confined  him, 

5  and  bound  him  in  prifon.  For,  the  king  of  Aflyria,  traverfing  the  whole  land, 

6  came  unto  Samaria,  and  befieged  it  three  years.  And,  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign 
of  Hofheab,  the  king  of  Aflyria  took  Samaria,  and  made  the  Ifraelites  emigrate  info 
Aflyria,  and  placed  them  in  Halah,  and  Habor- near-go  zan,  and  other  cities  of  Me* 

7  dia. — Now  this  happened,  becauie  the  children  of  Ifrael  had  finned  againft  the 
Lord,  their  God  5  who  had  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  un- 

8  der  the  hand  of  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt ;  and  had  revered  other  gods,  and  followed 
the  ftatutes  of  thofe  nations  whom  the  Lord  had  expelled  from  before  the  chil- 

9  dren  of  Ifrael,  and  thofe  made  by  the  kings  of  Ifrael. — For  the  children  of  Ifrael 
a&ed  infincerdy  with  refpe&  to  the  Lord,  their  God  ;  and  builded  for  them- 
felves  hill-chapels  in  all  their  townfhips,  from  the  watchmen’s  tower  to  the  fenced 

10  city.  Statues,  alfo,  and  grove-idols  they  ere&ed  for  themfelm  on  every  high 

11  hill,  and  under  every  branchy  tree;  and  there,  at  every  hill-K&apel,  they  burned 
incenfe,  like  the  nations  whom  the  Lord  had  removed. from  before  them  :  thus, 

12  by  doing  wicked  deeds,  they  provoked  the  indignation  of  the  Lord:  worflripping 

13  idols,  of  whom  the  Lord  had  laid  to  them ;  44  Ye  muft  not  fo  do.” — Yet,  againft 
both  Ifrael  and  Judah  the  Lord  had  protefted,  by  all  his  prophets  and  feers,  lay¬ 
ing:  u  Turn  ye  from  your  evil  ways,  and  obferve  my  commandments,  and  my 
41  ftatutes ;  according  to  every  part  of  that  law,  which  I  gave  in  charge  to  your 
4t  forefathers  ;  and  which' I  communicated  to  you  by  my  fervante  the  prophets 

14  yet  they  would  not  liften ;  but  hardened  their  necks,  like  the  necks  of  their  fore- 

VARIOUS  KSADIMC. 

CH.  XVH.  Ter.  1.  |]  read  fiemd,  and  fee  c.  a. 

KlfUIUTOlY  MOTES. 

Ch.  xtd.  rer.  p,  jfStJ ixfroartlj  r  i.  t.  they  partly  re-  lb.  From  the  walchmeiti  tvwer.  Cottages  buHt  upon 

taioed  tbe  worfhip  of  the  Lord}  but  blended  with  it  ido>  eminences,  where  the  {hep herds  and  farmer*  watched  their 

latn'e,  of  every  hind.  See  C.  a.  flocks  and  fields. 
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fathers,  who  believed  not  in  the  Lord,  their  God.  His  ftatutes,  and  the  covenant  15 
which  he  had  made  with  their  forefathers,  as  well  as  the  protections  which  he  made 
againft  themfelves,  they  rejeSed  j  and  by  following  bafe  idols  debafed  themfelves ; 
imitating  the  nations  around  them ;  whom  the  Lord  had  forbidden  them  to  refemble. 

All  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  their  God,  they  relinquifhed ;  and  made  i5 
to  themfelves  two  molten  calf-idols,  and  grove-idols ;  and  adored  the  whole  holt  of 
the  heavens,  and  worihipped  Baal.  They  even  made  holocaufts  of  their  own  fons  vj 
and  daughters, .and  ufed  divination  and  enchantments;  and  fold  themfelves  to  do 
evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  to  provoke  his  indignatipn.  Therefore  was  the  *8 
Lord  incenfed  againft  the  Israelites,  and  removed  them  out  of  his  fight:  none  were 
left,  fave  the  foie  tiibe  of  Judah. — Yet,  the  Judahites  obferved  not  the  command-  19 
ments  of  the  Lord,  their  God  ;  but,  following  the  ftatutes  which  the  Ifraelites  had 
made,  *f  they  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  and,  at  all  times,  prpvoked  his  in¬ 
dignation  |:  hence,  the  Lord  reje&ed  the  whole  feed  of  Ifrael,  and  afflided  them,  io 
and  delivered  them  ifcto  the  hands  of  fpoilers ;  and,  at  length,  call  them  out  of  his 
fight. — For,  when  the  Ifraelites  feparated  themfelves  from  the  houfe  of  David,  and  21 
made  Jeroboam  Ben-tNebat  their  king  1  Jeroboam  drove  the  Ifraelites  from  follow¬ 
ing  the  Lord,  and  tfiade  them  commit  a  great  fin:  the  children  of  Ifrael  walked  22 
in  all  the  fins  of  Jeitoboam  ;  from  thefe  they  never  departed.  So,  at  length,  the  23 
Lord  removed  the  Ifraelites  out  of  his  fight ;  as  he  had  threatened  by  all  his  fer- 
vants,  the  prophets. 

Thus  were  the  Ifraelites  removed  from  their  own  land  into  Aflyria, ^  unto 
this  day:  and  the  ■king  of  Aflyria  brought  inhabitants  from  Babel,  fora  Chutha,  24 
from  Aava,  from  Hamath  and  from  Sephar-vaim ;  and  placed  them  in  the  cities  of 
Samaria,  inftead  of  the  children  of  Ifrael :  and  thofe  took  pofleffion  of  Samaria,  and 
dwelled  in  its  cities. — But  as,  at  the  commencement  of  their  dwelling  there,  they  25 
revered  not  the  Lord,  the  Lord  fent  lions  amongft  them,  which  flew  many  of 
them.  Some  one  told  this  to  the  king  of  Aflyria,  faying:  ,c  The  nations  which  26 
*  thou  hall  removed,  and  placed  in  the  cities  of  Samaria,  are  ignorant  of  the  mode 
**  of  worshipping  the  God  of  that  land ;  who  hath,  therefore,  fent  lions  amongft 

them ;  and  lo  1  by  thefe  they  are  Cain,  becaufe  they  are  Ignorant  of  the  mode  of 
“  worfhipping  the  God  of  the  land.”  On  this,  the  king  of  Aflyria  gave  orders,  27 
faying :  *  Make  one  of  thofe  priefts,  whom  I  caufed  to  migrate  thence,  go  thither; 
w  and  let  him  go  and  refide  there,  and  teach  them  the  mode  of  worfhipping  the  God 
u  of  that  land.” — So  one  of  the  priefts,  who  had  been  removed  from  Samaria,  28 
went  and  reflded  at  Bethel and  taught  them  how  they  fhould  revere  the  Lord. 

YaaiO  U.9  1B1DIK9. 

1 9.  \  axB*  Aftas.  and  partly  set.  See  c.  x. 
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29  Neverthelefs,  every  nation  of  them  made  gods  of  their  own  5  Which  they  placed  in 
the  hill-chapels  that  the  Samaritans  had  made :  all  thofe  nations  placed  their  own 

30  gods  in  the  refpe&ive  cities  which  they  inhabited.  Thus  the  men  of  Babel  made 
Suchoth-Benoth;  the  men  of  Chutha  madeNergal;  the  menof  Hamath  madeAfhhna; 

31  the  AviteB  made  Nibhaz  and  Tharthak ;  and  the  Sepharvaitea  offered  holoeanfta  of 

31  their  own  children  to  Adramelech  and  Anamelech,  the  godB  of  Sepharvaim. — They 

revered,  indeed;  the  Lord  ;  but  made  to  themfelves,  indKcriminately,  priefts  of 

33  hill-chapels;  who  facrificed  for  them  at  thofe  hiU-chapels.  They  revered  the  Lord, 
but  alfo  worfliipped  their  own  gods  after  the  manner  of  thofe  nations  from,  which 

34  they  had  emigrated.  Unto  this  day,  they  follow  their  former  ufages ;  they  revert 
not  the  Lord  only  ;  nor  a Gt  Jolehf  according  to  thofe  ftatutea  and  decrees  ;  that  law, 
and  that  charge,  which  he  enjoined  to  the  children  of  Jacob  (whofe  name  he 

35  called  Ifrael)  ;  to  whom  the  Lord,  when  he  made  a  covenant  with  them,  gave  a 
charge,  Ikying;  “  Ye  fhall  not  revere  other  gods,  nor  bow  yourfelves  to  them,  nor 

36  u  worihip  them,  nor  facrifice  to  them ;  but  the  Lord  only  (who  brought  you 
“  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  with  great  power,  and  a  ftretched-out  arm)  fhall  ye 

37  revere  j  him  fhall  ye  worihip,  and  to  him  fhall  ye  facrifice ;  and  the  ftatutes  and 
”  decrees,  the  law  and  the  charge,  which  he  preferibed  for  you,  ye  fhall,  at  all 

38  u  times,  pra&ically  obferve.  Ye  fhall  revere  no  other  gods :  but  the  covenant 
M  which  I  have  made  with  you,  ye  fhall  never  forget*  Ye  fhall  revere  no  other 

39  «  gods:  but  the  Lord,  your  own  God,  ye  fhall  revere ;  and  he  will  deliver  you 

40  “  out  of  the  hands  of  all  your  enemies,”— But  as  they  liftened  not ;  but  adted  after 

41  their  former  manner ;  fb  thefe  nations,  although  they  revered  the  Lord,  worship¬ 
ped  their  own  graven  idols:  and  their  children,  and  children’s  children,  have,  unto 
this  day,  been  doing  as  their  fathers  did. 

§  1 5.  Hjfiory  of  the  Reign  of  Hcsekiab,  King  of  Jkdab, 

1  IT  was  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  tffElah,  king  of  Ifrael,  that  Hezekiah  Ben- 

2  Ahaz  became  king  of  Judah*  He  was  twenty-five  years  old*  when  be  began  to 
reign  ;  and  he  reigned,  at  Jerufalem,  twenty-nine  years.  HU  mother  3  name  was 

3  |j  Abia,  daughter  of  Zachariah. — He  did  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord, 

4  according  to  all  that  his  forefather  David  had  done.  He  removed  the  hill-chapels, 
broke  in  pieces  the  fiatues,  and  cut  down  the  /db/-groves,  He  alfo  cut  in  pieces 
the  brafen  ferpent,  which  Mofes  had  made  ;  for  to  it,  until  thofe  days,  the  children 

VARIOUS  READING, 

CH.  XVIII.  nr.  1.  g  al.  AH.  See  c.  r. 
immxoxT  *0Tt, 

V.  30.  Suc&atl-Biaotbj  fcc.  1  explain  not  the  name*  of  even  to  my  own  fatisfa&icn.  Suffice  it  to  fay  that  their 

thofe  profane  duties  :  which,  perhaps,,  I  could  not  do,  worihip  was  abominable.  Sec  c,  &. 
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it  threatened,  and 


of  Ifrael  had  burned  iqcenfe;  calling  it  Nehulhtan. — He  traded  only  in  the  Lord,  5 
the  God  of  Ifrael :  and  of  all  the  kings  of  Ifrael,  that  were  after  him,  or  before 
him,  there  was  none  like  him.  He  duck  firmly  by  the  Lord,  and  never  receded  6 
from  him  5  but  obferyed  thofe  commandments  which  the  Lord  had  enjoined, 
through  the  mediation  of  Mofes.  The  Lord  was,  therefore,  with  him  :  he  pro-  7 
fpered  in  all  his  enterprifes.  He  revolted  againft  the  king  of  Aflyria  ;  and  would 
not  be  fubjedt  to  him.  He  fmote  the  Philiftiues,  unto  Gaza  and  its  territories ;  8 

from  the  watchmen’s  tower  to  the  fenced  city. 

Now  it  waa  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Hezekiah,  which  was  the  9 
feventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Hofheah  Ben- E lab,  king  of  Ifrael ;  that  Shalmanafer, 
king  of  Aflyria,  came  againft  Samaria,  and  befieged  it  $  and,  at  the  end  of  three  10 
years,  it  was  taken.  In  the  fixth  year  of  the  reign  of  Hezekiah,  which  was  the 
ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  Hoftieah  king  of  Ifrael,  waa  Samaria  taken.  And  the  11 
king  of  Aflyria  removed  the  Ifraelites  into  Aflyria,  and  placed  them  in  Halah,  and 
Habor-near-Gozan,  and  in  other  cities  of  Media :  becaufe  they  liftened  not  to  the  tz 
voice  of  the  Lord  ;  but  tranfgrefied  his  covenant :  nought  of  all  that  Mofes,  the  fer- 
vant  of  the  Lord,  had  commanded,  would  they  dither  hear,  or  pra£rile. 

In  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  o/*Hezekiah,  Senaherib,  king  of  Aflyria,  came  13 
againft  all  the  fenced  cities  of  Judah,  and  took  them.  Then  Hezekiah,  king  of  Judah ,  14 
fent  ameffage  unto  Lachifh,  to  the  king  of  Aflyria,  faying :  w  I  have  erred :  return 
u  from  me  :  whatsoever  thou  (halt  impofe  on  me,  I  will  bear.” — On  this  the  king  of 
Aflyria  impofed  on  Hezekiah,  king  of  Judah,  three  hundred  talents  of  filver,  and 
thirty  talents  of  gold  :  to  pay  which  Hezekiah  gave  all  the  filver  that  was  found  in  15 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  treafures  of  the  king’s  houfe.  On  that  occafion,  16 
king  Hezekiah  tore  off  the  golf  with  which  he  hirofelf  had  overlaid  the  doors  and 
door-pods  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord  ;  and  gave  it  to  the  king  of  Aflyria. — Yet  17 
the  king  of  Aflyria  fent  from  Lachilh,  to  Hezekiah,  Thartan,  and  Rabferis,  and 
Rablhakeh,  with  a  great  hoft,  againft  Jerufalem.  And,  when  they  were  come  up 
to  Jerufalem,  *  they  flopped  by  the  conduit  of  the  upper  pond,  which  is  on  the 
high  way  of  the  fuller’s  field ;  and  called  for  the  king.  On  this,  went  out  to  them  18 
Eliakim  Ben-HUkiah  who  was  over  the  household,  and  Shebnah  the  feribe,  and 
Joah  Ben-Afaph  the  recorder ;  to  whom  Rablhakeh  faid  :  M  Inftantly  tell  Heze^  29 
u  kiah,  that  thus  faith  the  great  king,  the  king  of  Aflyria  i  ‘  What  confidence  is 
“  thine  ?  With  thy  lips  thou  boafteft,  that  thou  haft  prudence  and  power  to  20 
“  make  war.  Now  on  whom  relieft  thou,  that  thou  ihouldeft  revolt  from  me  ? 

M  Lo !  thou  now  relieft  upon  Egypt,  that  ftaff  of  bruifed  reed  ;  on  which,  if  a  21 

VARIOUS  READING, 

V.  17.  *  la  the  ptdcftt  TEXT,  there  is  here  this  addition :  and  they  came  up  and  came,  and*  Bat  it  is  wanting 

in  sef.  mu  aRab.  vuxg.  and  5  us*.  See  c.  &, 
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44  man  lean,  it  will  enter  and  pierce  his  hand ;  fudi  is  Pharaoh,  Mng  of  Egypt,  to 

22  44  all  who  rely  on  him*  But  if  ye  fay  to  me :  *  We  rely  on  the  Loin  our  God  :* 
44  is  it  not  he  whofe  hill-chapels  and  altars  Hezekiah  hath  demolilhed ;  and  hath 
“  faid  to  Judah  and  Jerufalem ;  1  Ye  fhall  worfhip  only  at  this  altar  in  Jerufalem  ? 

23  “  Now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  give  furdty  to  my  matter,  the  king  of  Aflyria ;  and 
44  I  will  deliver  to  thee  two  thou  {and  horfes;  i£  on  thy  part,  thou  be  able  tp 

24  u  put  riders  on  them*  How,  then,  wilt  thou  refill  a  fmgle  captain  of  the 
44  lead  of  my  matter’s  fervants ;  although  thou  rely  on  Egypt,  for  chariots  and 

liorfes?  Be/Mes,  am  I  now,  without  the  Lord,  come  againft  this  place,  to  lay  it 
44  watte  ?  The  Lord  hath  faid  to  me :  *  Go  againft  that  land,  and  lay  it  watte.’ 

26  HereEHakim  Ben-HilHah,  Shebnah  and  Joah  faid  to  Rablhakeh :  “Speak,  we 
w  pray  thee,  to  thy  fervants  in  the  Syriac  tongue,  which  we  underttand :  and  talk 

27  44  not  to  us  in  the  Jewifh  tongue,  in  the  hearing  of  the  people  on  the  walk” — But 
Rablhakeh  faid  to  them :  w  Hath  my  matter  fent  me  to  fpeak  thefe  words  to  your 
“  matter  and  you  only ;  and  not  alfo  to  the  men  who  are  ttationed  oa  the  wall ; 

28  44  who  mutt,  with  you,  eat  their  own  dung  and  drink  their  own  urine  ln  Then 
Rablhakeh  flood  up ;  and,  crying  with  a  loud  voice,  in  the  Jewifh  language, 

29  fpoke  thus :  w  Hear  ye  the  words  of  the  great  king,  the  king  of  Aflyria:  Thus 
w  faith  the  king :  4  Let  not  Hezekiah  deceive  you :  for  from  ||  mine  hands  he  will 

30  44  not  be  able  to  deliver  you.  Nor  let  Hezekiah  induce  you  to  rely  on  the  Lord, 
44  faying :  The  Lord  will  afluredly  refcue  us,  and  this  city  fhall  not  be  delivered 

31  “  unto  the  king  of  Aflyria:’  liften  not  to  Hezekiah  j  for  thus  faith  the  king  of 
41  Aflyria :  4  If  ye  fubmit  yourfelves,  and  come  out  to  me,  ye  fhall  eat,  every 
44  man  of  his  own  vine,  and  every  man  of  his  own  fig-tree ;  and  drink,  every  one 

32  M  the  waters  of  his  own  cittern :  until  I  come,  and  remove  you  into  a  land  like 
44  your  own  land,  a  land  fertile  and  fruitful,  a  land  of  com  fields  and  vineyards,  a 
44  land  of  the  pureft  oil  and  honey  j  where  ye  fhall  live,  and  not  die.  Liften  not, 
44  then,  to  Hezekiah ;  who  would  perfuade  you,  faying :  4  The  Lord  will  deliver 

33  M  11  Hath  any  one,  of  the  gods  of  other  nations,  delivered  his  own  land  from 

34  “  the  hands  of  the  king  of  Aflyria?  Where  are  the  gods  of  Hamath  and  of  Aiphad? 
44  Where  the  gods  of  Sepharvaim,  Ena  and  Ava  ?  Have  they  from  mine  hands  de- 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  29.  |  So  sra.  vulc,  ARAB,  fome  copies  of  sbp.  and  above  30  mm.  See  c.  a.  The  rest,  his. 

V.  32.  |  JOtt,  SEP. 

imANATORT  NOTES. 

Cb.  xriii.  ver.  34.  Etta  mi  jfva.  Syramachua,  and  fuppofe,  that  by  Samaria  is  here  meant  the  new  colony 
tome  modem  tranilaiora,  make  appellatives  of  thefe  two  which  had  been  brought  from  Aflyria  to  people  it  in  the 
proper  names ;  and  render  them,  he  (that  w,  the  king  of  days  of  Shalmanafer  s  and  that  thefe  had  revolted  and  been 
Aflyria}  bonified  and  offrtfeJ  them.  1  cannot  fee  how  fubdued  by  Sennherib,  before  he  came  to  Jerufalem.  We 
the  text  can  bear  this  tranflatkm.  See  c.  a.  ^  know  from  ch.  17.  30,  31.  that  thefe  had  adopted  gods 

lb.  Have  they  from  mate  bonds  dthvertd  Samaria  ?  It  is  of  Aflyria ;  which  may  be  the  gods  here'  alluded  tot  or 
not  cafy  to  conceive  how  the  gods  of  Aflyria  fhonld  deliver  perhaps  we  (huuki  underltand  and  repeat  thus  ;  Have  (be 
Samaria  from  the  hands  of  the  king  of  Aflyria  $  unlds  we  gods  of  Samaria-,  &c.  See  c.  a* 
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w  Hvered  Samaria  ?  If  none  of  the  gods  of  other  countries  have  delivered  his  own  55 
44  country  from  mine  hands,  how  from  mine  hands  lhall  the  Lord  deliver  Jerufr- 
lem  ?"  The  people,  however,  were  filent*  and  anfwered  not  a  word ;  for  fuch  was  36 
the  king’s  order,  frying :  “  Anfwer  not.** — But  Eliakim  Ben-Hilkiah,  who  was  over  37 
the  houfehold,  and  Shebnah  the  fcribe,  and  Joaih  Ben-Afrph  the  recorder,  came, 
with  their  garments  ifent,  to  Hezekiah,  and  told  him  the  words  of  Rablhakeh  : 
which  when  Hezekiah  heard,  he  rent  his  garments,  and  covered  hirafelf  with  1 
fackdoth,  and  went  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  At  the  fame  time%  he  fent  Eliakim,  2 
who  was  over  the  houfehold,  and  Shebnah  the  fcribe,  and  the  fenior  priefts,  clothed 
in  frckcloth,  to  the  prophet  Ifaiah  Ben-Amoz;  to  whom  they  faid:  44  Thus  frith  3 
44  Hezekiah :  4  This  day  is  a  day  of  diftrefs,  of  reproach  and  of  ignominy;  for 
44  children  are  come  to  the  birth-time ;  but  there  is  no  ftrength  to  bring  forth.  It  4 
tt  may  be,  that  the  Lord,  thy  God,  hath  attended  to  ail  the  words  of  Rablhakeh, 

44  whom  his  matter,  the  king  of  Aflyria,  hath  fent  to  blafpheme  the  living  God  j 
44  and  will  reprove  the  words,  which  the  Lord*  thy  God,  hath  heard :  if  thou  in- 
44  tercede,  by  prayer,  for  the  remnant  that  yet  are  left/  ** — When  the  fervants  of  5 
Hezekiah  came,  with  ibis  mejfaget  to  Ifaiah  ;  Ifaiah  faid  to  them :  41  Thus  (hall  ye  6 
44  fay  to  your  matter;  *  Thus  frith  the  Lord  ;  Be  not  terrified  by  the  words  which 
44  thou  hall  heard ;  by  which  the  fervant  of  the  king  of  Aflyria  hath  blafphemed 
44  me,  Lo !  I  will  put  him  in  another  mind :  for  he  lhall  hear  a  report,  that  will  7 
44  make  him  return  unto  his  own  land ;  and  in  his  own  land  I  will  caufc  him  to 
41  fall  by  the  fword/  ” 

Whek  Rablhakeh  returned,  he  found  the  king  of  Aflyria  warring  againft  Libna ;  8 

for  he  had  heard  of  his  having  departed  from  Lachilh. — It  being  then  reported  to  9 
him,  that  Thirakah,  king  of  Ethiopia,  was  coming  to  fight  againtt  him,  he  again 
fent  meflengers  to  Hezekiah  *,  faying :  44  Jj  Thus  lhall  ye  fay  to  Hezekiah,  king  10 
44  of  Judah;  |  Let  not  thy  God,  on  whom  thou  reliett,  deceive  thee,  faying :  4  Je- 
“  rufrlem  lhall  not  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  king  of  Aflyria  :*  Lo !  thou  ix 
44  mutt  have  heard  what  the  kings  of  Aflyria  have  done  to  all  other  countries,  by 
44  totally  fubduing  them :  and  flialt  thou  alone  be  delivered  ?  Did  the  gods  of  thofe  1a 
44  nations,  which  my  forefathers  fubdued,  deliver  them  ?  fueb  as  Gozan,  and  Haran, 

44  and  Rezepb,  and  the  Edenites  of  Thelafrr?  Where  is  the  king  of  Hamath,  and  13 
44  the  king  of  Arphad,  and  the  king  of  the  Sepharvaites,  of  Ena,  and  of  Ava  — 
When  Hezekiah  received  this  letter  from  the  hands  of  the  meflengers,  and  read  it,  14 
he  went  dire£Uy  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  fpread  it  ( tbe  later)  out  before  the 
Lord.  Then,  before  the  Lord,  Hezekiah  prayed,  and  laid  :  “  O  Lord,  God  of  15 
44  Ifrae! !  who  refideft  between  the  cherubs ;  thou,  thou  alone  art  the  God  of  all 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH,  XIX  m.  9.  *  ling  of  Judahs  Aaaa.  and  1  ms,— V.  10.  R  wanting  in  srr,  vat.  and  arib, 

R44  44  the 


tbe  Mataeti ef  Seaalerib  II  KINGS.  XIX. 


or*  crJj  t*s£tj  Bocflr, 


16  44  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth ;  thou  made  ft  the  heavens  and  the  earth.  Incline 
44  thine  ear,  O  Lord  !  and  hear:  open  thine  eyes,  O  Lord  !  and  lee;  and  attend  to 
44  f  all  thele  words  of  Senaherib,  which  he  hath  feat  to  blafpheme  the  living  God. 

17  “  True  it  is,  O  Lord  !  the  kings  of  Aflyria  have  laid  wafte  thofe  nations,  and  their 

18  w  lands,  and  thrown  their  gods  into  the  fire:  for  no  gods  were  they,  but  the  work 
15  44  of  human  hands ;  wood  and  ftone  5  therefore  were  they  dellroyed :  but  now, 

44  O  Lord,  our  God  !  lave  us,  I  befeech  thee,  from  his  hands ;  fo  £haU  all  the  Idog- 
20  “  doms  of  the  earth  know,  that  thou,  O  Lord  !  art  the  only  God,” — On  this 
a  1  Ifaiah  Ben-Amoz  feat  word  to  Hezekiah,  laying :  44  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  the 
“  God  of  Ifirad :  *  Thy  prayer  concerning  Senaherib,  Idng  of  Aftyria,  1  have 
“  heard :  this  is  the  doom  which  the  Lord  hath  pronounced  againft  him :  *  The 
44  virgin-daughter  Zion  defpifeth  thee,  laugheth  at  thee ;  the  virgin-daughter  Jeru- 
iz  44  falem  fhaketh  her  head  at  thee.  Whom  haft  thou  reviled  and  blafphemed  }'  Againft 
44  whom  haft  thou  railed  thy  voice,  and  put  on  haughty  looks  ?  Againft  the  Hoa.Y 

23  44  One  of  Ifrael  1  By  thy  meflengere*  thou  haft  reviled  the  Lord  ;  and  haft  laid  5 
“ 4  With  my  numerous  chariots  I  have  afe ended  the  higheft  hills,  the  ridges  of 
“  Lebanon  ;  I  have  cut  down  its  talleft  cedars,  the  choiceft  of  its  pinea  ;  I  have 

24  44  reached  its  utmoft  extremity,  |j  its  moft  fruitful  foreft :  I  have  digged,  and  |  drunken 
44  foreign  waters ;  and  in  my  progrefs  have  exhaufted  all  the  fenced  dreams  1* — - 

>5  “  Underftandeft  thou  not,  that  I  long  fince  predifpofed  all  this  ?  that  I  determined 
44  it  from  days  of  old  ?  and,  now,  I  have  brought  it  about,  that  thou  Ihouldeft  re- 

26  44  duce  into  heaps  of  ruin  the  ftrongeft  cities ;  that  their  inhabitants  fliould  be  of 
44  frnall  power,  difmayed  and  confounded ;  that  the  verdure  of  the  field,  and  the 
44  green-growing  herb  Ihould  become  like  the  graft  on  the  houfe^tops,  and  com 

27  44  blighted  before  its  full  growth. — Yet  thy  defigns,  and  thine  enterprifes,  and  thy 
*8  44  rage  againft  me,  I  have  marked :  and,  lince  thy  rage  and  arrogance  againft  me 

44  have  reached  mine  ears,  I  will  put  a  hook  in  thy  nofe,  and  a  bridle  in  thy  jawsj 

29  44  and  will  turn  thee  back  by  the  way  in  which  thou  haft  come : — And  to  thee, 
44  Hmkiabl  this  {hall  be  a  token :  Eat*  this  year,  what  groweth  ijpontaneoufly  j  and, 
44  next  year,  the  after-crop  from  that :  but,  in  the  third  year,  fow  and  reap ;  plant 

30  44  vineyards  and  eat  their  fruit;  for  again  (hall  the  efcaped  remnant  of  thehoufe  of 


VARIOUS  REAPINGS. 

V.  16.  t  CHALD.  st*.  ARAB.  vtjlc.  and  68  less.  See  c.  V.  2$.  Q  lit  vuft  fruitful  forrft  1  bffvr  cut  down  /  / 
bavty  &C.  VCLG.  He  read  a  different  word.  See  c.  a. 


biflahatoat  dotes. 


Ch.  rix.  wr,  ax.  Thi  otrgm-daugteer  Zi»*.  Thar  U,  the 
«ty  of  Zwn  I  hitherto , untakeo,  iuriolated  by  the  enemy. 
Thu*  1  haie  heard  afortrefe  that  -was  never  taken  called  a 
virgtn-Jbrircfi. 

Y»  23.  Thi*  is  a  fine  metaphorical  drfeription  of  the 


progress  of  Senaherib* i  arms. 

V,  24.  TUfnudJb-eam*  TTie  artificial  canals  of  water. 
See  c.  r. 

V  a  y.  Hitherto  the  boafliqg  fpetch  of  Senaherib.  Here 
the  Lord  apostrophizes  him. 
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«  Judah  take  root  downward,  and  bear  fruit  upward :  from  Jerdalem  (hall  flioot  31 
«  forth  a  remnant,  and  a  refidue  from  mount  Zion*  This  the  zeal  of  the  Lord 
«  f  of  holts  |  will  do.*— Thus,  then,  faith  the  Lord,  concerning  the  king  of  Affyria :  31 
“  1  He  lhall  not  enter  this  city,  nor  flioot  an  arrow  at  it,  nor  approach  it  with  a 
44  fliield,  nor  raife  a  rapund  againft  it:  by  the  lame  way,  that  he  came,  he  will  re-  33 
44  turn,  and  {hall  not  enter  this  city ;  faith  the  Lord  :  for  I  will  defend  and  lave  34 
44  this  city  for  mine  own  fake,  and  for  the  fake  of  my  fervant  David.*  ** — On  that  35 
very  night,  an  angel  of  the  Lord  went  out,  and  fmote,  in  the  camp  of  the  Aflyrians, 
an  hundred  and  eighty-five  thoufand  men :  fo  that  when/&r  reft  arc  fie  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  they  law  nothing  but  dead  carcafes.  So  Senaherib,  king  of  Aflyria,  departed,  36 
and  returned ;  and  refided  at  Niniv6 :  where,  while  he  was  worshipping  in  the  37 
houfe  of  his  god,  Nifroch  ;  his  Tons,  Adramelech  and  Sharazar,  fmote  him  with  the 
fword ;  and  efcaped  into  the  land  of  Ararat :  and  his  fon  Alarhadon  reigned  in  his 
Head. 

In  thofe  days,  Hezekiah  was  fick  unto  death ;  when  the  prophet  Ifaiah  Ben-  t 
Amoz  came  to  him,  and  laid  to  him :  44  Thus  laith  the  Lord  :  4  Put  thine  houfe- 
44  hold  in  order :  for  thou  lhalt  die,  and  live  no  longer.*  ** — On  this  he  turned  his  2 
face  to  the  wall,  and  prayed  to  the  Lord,  laying:  44 1  befeech  thee,  O  Lord  !  re-  3 
44  member,  now,  that  I  have  walked  before  thee  In  lincerity,  and  with  an  upright 
44  heart;  and  have  done  what  is  good  in  thine  eyes;**  and  Hezekiah  wept  abun¬ 
dantly.  Now  Ifaiah  had  not  yet  gone  out  of  the  middle  J  court ;  when  the  word  4 
of  the  Lord  came  to  him,  faying :  u  Go  back,  and  tell  Hezekiah,  the  chief  of  my  5 
14  people:  4  Thus  laith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  thy  father  David:  To  thy  prayer  I 
44  have  liftened ;  thy  tears  I  have  feen.  Lo!  I  heal  thee ;  and,  on  the  third  day,  thou 
44  lhalt  go  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  To  thy  days,  alfo,  1  will  add  fifteen  years;  6 
44  and  thee,  and  this  city,  I  will  fave  from  the  hands  of  the  king  of  Aflyria ;  and  will 
“  prote&  this  city  for  mine  own  lake,  and  for  the  fake  of  my  fervant  David,*  ”  Ifaiah  7 
then  laid :  14  [j  Let  a  lump  of  figs  be  brought,  and  laid  upon  the  ulcer ;  and  he  lhall 
44  be  well,  f*  But  Hezekiah  laid  to  Ifaiah  :  44  What  is  the  token,  that  the  Lord  8 
44  will  heal  me ;  and  that  I  lhall,  on  the  third  day,  go  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ?w 
Ifaiah  anfwered ;  44  This  is  the  token  which  the  Lord  giveth  thee,  that  he  will  9 
44  do  the  thing  which  he  hath  Ipoken :  lhall  the  fhadow,  on  the  dudy  go  ten  degrees 

VARIOUS  READINGS, 

V.  31.  f  set.  mu  child,  vuic.  arab.  with  above  50  mss.  See  c.  a. — CH.  XX.  ver,  4,  fl  aL  city.  See  c.  a. 

-—V.  7.  B  So  SEP.  8TR.  ARAB.  The  REST,  Bring  a  lump  of figs  ;  and  they  brought*  and  put  it  upon  the  ulcer: 

end  he  woe  welL 

*X  H*  JfAIORT  KOTIS. 

rx.  ter.  7.  Let  a  lump  tfjgt,  _  I  have  followed  the  the  dial*  of  thofe  days  were  divided ;  it  it  altogether  ud- 
Greek  and  Synac  translations,  a,  being  more  agreeable  to  certain.  The  degree*  may  have  been  line*  denoting 
the  context.  See  c»  x*  only.  See  c.  x. 

V.  9.  Tea  degree*.  What  thole  degree*  were;  or  how 
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10  “  forward  ?  or  ten  degrees  backward  Hezekiah  frid :  44  It  is  ait  eafy  matter  for 
u  the  fliadow  to  go  forward  ten  degrees :  but  let  the  fhadow  go  backward  ten  de- 

11  a  grees.”  On  this,  the  prophet  Uriah  invoked  the  Loud  $  who  brought  back  the 
fhadow,  which  was  going  forward  on  the  dial  of  Ahaz,  ten  degrees* 

ia  About  that  time  J  Merodach  Baladan  Ben-Baladan,  king  of  Babylon,  fent  mefi 
fingers  with  letters  and  prefents  to  Hezekiah :  for  he  had  heard  that  Hezekiah  had 

13  been  fick.  Hezekiah  ||  was  oveijoyed  at  their  arrival,  |  and  lhewed  them  the 
whole  repertory  of  his  precious  things ;  the  filver,  the  gold,  the  fpices,  and  the 
beft  ointments ;  with  his  armory,  and  all  that  was  depofited  among  his  treafurea: 
there  was  nothing  in  his  houfe,  nor  in  his  whole  domain,  which  Hezekiah  lhewed 

14  them  not. — Then  came  the  prophet  Kaiah  to  king  Hezekiah,  and  faid  to  him : 
u  What  purpofed  thofe  men ;  and  whence  came  they  to  thee  ?”  Hezekiah  an- 
fwered:  u  They  came  f  to  me  |  from  a  far  diftant  country;  from  Babylon/’— 

13  u  And  what  (faid  he)  have  they  feen,  in  thy  houfe  ?”  Hezekiah  anfwered:  u  AU 
44  that  is  in  mine  houfe  they  have  feen  ;  there  is  nothing  among  my  treafurea 

16  “  which  I  have  not  fhewn  to  them/’  Ifaiah  then  faid  to  Hezekiah  :  u  Hear  the 

17  “  word  of  the  Loud  :  *  Lo !  the  days  are  coming,  when  all  that  is  in  thine  houfe  5 
11  and  whatever  thy  forefathers  have,  unto  this  day,  ftored  up,  (hall  be  carried  away 

18  tt  unto  Babylon  :  nothing  fhall  be  left;  frith  the  Lord-  Of  thy  Tons,  alfo,  iiTuing 
u  from  thee,  and  by  thee  begotten,  fome  fhall  be  taken  away,  and  be  eunuchs  in 

19  w  the  palace  of  the  king  of  Babylon/’ — Hezekiah  then  laid  to  IfaiahT-**  Good  is  the 
“  purpose  of  the  Lord  5  which  thou  haft  announced :  only,  (faid  he)  let  there  be 

20  “  peace  and  fecurity  in  my  days*”— The  reft  of  the  a£U  of  Hezekiah,  and  all  his 
valour  5  and  how  he  made  a  refervoir  and  conduit,  which  brought  water  into  the 

4i  city ;  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah.  And  Hezekiah  flept 
with  his  forefathers ;  and  his  fon  Manafleh  reigned  in  his  ftead* 

§  1 7.  Htflory  qf  the  Reigns  cf  Manajfeh  and  of  Anwn,  Kings  of  Judah. 

1  MANASSEH  was  twelve  years  old,  when  he  became  king ;  and  reigned,  at  Je- 

4  ruialem,  fifty-five  years*  His  mother’s  name  was  Hephzlba.— He  did  evil  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  according  to  the  abominable  pra&ices  of  thofe  nations,  whom 

3  the  Lord  had  expelled  from  before  the  children  of  IfraeL  For  he  rebuilded  the 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  «.  Q  ah  Btrodack,  See  e.  13.  g  So  sbf.  m.  arab.  vulc,  t/lm.  bab.  with  r*  p.  If.  39.  2.  and 

12  mss.  The  pretest  text  ha*  J t/UetJ  t*  them.  Set  c.  a. — V.  14.  f  sep.  str.  chald,  arab.  vulg.  and 

30  mss.  See  c.  ju 

IXmiiTORT  HOT*. 

V.  tS.  £attarhT  or jZrv&t  e$Utn  t  for  the  Hebrew  word  does  not  import  a  tumt$  properly  Jo  called. 
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hill-chapels,  which  his  father  Hezekiah  had  demolifhed ;  and  erefted  altars,  and 
made  a  grove  to  BaaA,  as  Ahab,  king  of  ifrael,  had  done ;  and  worfhipped  the 
whole  hoft  of  the  heatens ;  and  ferved  them.  Nay,  altars  he  budded  in  the  houle  4 
of  the  Loro;  of  which  the  Lord  had  find :  u  In  Jerufdem  will  I  place  my  name 
in  both  the  courts  of  tihe  houfe  of  the  Loro  he  budded  altars  for  the  whole  hoft  of  5 
the  heavens.  His  owh  fon  he  offered  as  an  holocauft ;  he  pra&ifed  divination  and  6 
augury:  he  encouraged  necromancers,  and  prognofticators :  he  did  every  fort  of 
evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  to  provoke  his  indignation.  A  grove-idol,  made  by  7 
himfelf,  he  placed  in  that  houfe,  of  which  to  David  and  to  his  fon  Solomon  the 
Loro  had  faid;  In  this  houfe,  and  in  Jerufalem,  which'  I  have  leleSed  out  of  all 
w  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  will  I,  for  evet,  place  my  name :  nor  will  I,  any  more,  re-  8 
**  move  the  Hraclites  out  of  the  land  which  I  gave  to  their  forefathers ;  provided  al- 
“  ways,  that  they  obferve  to  do  according  to  all  that  I  have  commanded  them : 

**  according  to  that  whole  law,  which  my  fervant  Mofes  gave  them  in  charge.” 

But  they  liftcned  not ;  for  Manafleh,  king  of  Judah,  feduced  them  to  do  more  evil,  9 
than  had  been  done  by  thofe  nations,  which  the  Lord  deftroyed  from  before  the 
children  of  Ifrael. — Hence,  the  Lord  fpoke  by  his  fervants  the  prophets,  faying  :  10 
“  Becaufe  Manafleh,  king  of  Judah,  hath  committed  thefe  abominations,  and  done  11 
41  more  wickedly  than  the  Amorites,  who  were  before  him ;  and  hath  alfo  caufed 
w  Judah  to  fln,  with  his  idols :  therefore,  thus  faith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael:  i* 
44  *  Lo  !  I  am  about  to  bring  an  evil  upon  Jerufakm  and  Judah ;  at  which  both  the 
“  ears  of  every  one,  who  (hall  hear  of  it,  will  tingle:  for  over  Jerufalem  I  will  13 
u  ftretch  the  line  of  Samaria,  and  the  plummet  of  the  houfe  of  Ahab :  and  I  will 
44  wipe  Jerufalem,  as  one  wipeth  a  pan ;  wiping,  and  turning  it  upfide  down.  The  14 
**  remnant  of  mine  own  heritage  I  will  abandon,  and  deliver  into  the  hands  of  their 
41  enemies  j  and,  to  all  their  enemies,  they  (hall  become  a  prey  and  a  fpoil ;  becaufe  15 
41  they  have  done  evil  in  mine  eyes,  and  provoked  mine  indignation  $  fince  the 
w  day  in  which  their  forefathers  came  out  of  Egypt,  unto  this  day.*  ” 

Manasseh,  befides  his  fm  by  which  he  caufed  the  Judahites  to  fin,  by  doing  16 
evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  fhed  inch  a  quantity  of  innocent  blood,  as  to  fill  whb 
it  Jerufalem  from  end  to  end. — The  reft  of  the  ads  of  Manafleh,  all  that  he  did,  17 
and  the  fins  which  he  committed,  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings 
of  Judah.  And  ManafTeh  flept  with  his  forefathers  ;  and  was  buried  in  the  garden  t8 
of  his  own  houfe  ;  the  garden  of  Oza  :  and  his  fon  Amon  reigned  in  his  Head, 

Amok  was  twenty-two  years  old,  when  he  became  king;  and  reigned,  at  Jem-  19 
falcin,  two  years.  His  mother’s  name  was  Mefhulameth,  daughter  of  Haruz  of 

IXPIA  VtToiT  VO  T  * 
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ao  Jotbah. — He  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Loud,  as  his  father  Manafleh  had  done. . 
*1  In  all  the  ways,  in  which  hb  lather  had  walked,  he  walked  ;  and  the  lame  idols, 
22  which  his  father  had  ferved,  he  ferved  and  worfhlpped:  the  Lord,  the  God 
of  his  forefathers,  he  abandoned  5  and  walked  not  in  the  way  of  the  Lotto.— 
*3  Now,  Amon’s  own  fervants  confpired  againft  him ;  and  flew  the  king  in  his  own 
24  houfe,  But  the  people  of  the  land,  having  flam  all  thofe  who  had  confpired 
15  againft  king  Amon,  made  his  fon  Jofiah  king,  in  his  ftead. — The  reft  of  the  a£U 
of  Amon,  f  all  that  he  did,  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Jujlah, 
26  He  was  buried  in  his  own  fepulchre,  in  the  garden  of  Oza ;  and  his  ion  Jofiah 
reigned  in  his  ftead. 

§18.  Htftory  of  the  Reign  of  Jofiah ,  King  of  Judah . 

x  JOS1AH  was  eight  years  old  when  he  became  king 5  and  reigned,  at  Jerufalem, 
thirty-one  years.  His  mother’s  name  was  Jedida,  daughter  of  Adaiah,  of  Boz- 
a  kath. — He  did  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  walked  in  all  the  ways 
of  his  forefather  David ;  from  which  he  turned  not  afide,  either  to  the  right  hand 
or  to  the  left, 

3  In  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Jofiah,  the  king  fent  Shaphan 

4  Ben-Azaliah  Ben-Mefliulam,  the  feribe,  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  laying ;  u  Go 

to  Hilkiah  the  high-prieft,  and  let  him  fum  the  money  that  hath  been  brought 
“  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  which  the  door-keepers  have  colle&ed  from  the 
$  “  people:  and  let  it  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  thofe  who  overfee  the  work  of 

“  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  and  let  them  give  it  to  the  workmen  who  are  to  re- 

6  a  pair  the  breaches  of  the  houfe :  to  the  carpenters,  and  builders,  and  mafons ; 

7  “  and  for  the  purchafe  of  timber  and  hewn  ft  one,  to  repair  the  houfe.  Nor  let 
u  any  reckoning  of  the  money,  that  is  delivered  into  their  hands,  be  demanded  of 
“  them  :  let  them  a&  in  truft.,f 

8  On  this  cccofon,  Hilkiah  the  high-prieft  faid  to  Shaphan  the  feribe :  u  I  have 
w  found,  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  the  book  of  the  law  and  Hilkiah  gave 

9  the  book  to  Shaphan,  that  he  might  read  it. — Shaphan  the  feribe  came  to  the 
king,  and  reported  to  him,  and  laid :  “  Thy  fervants  have  fummed  the  money  that 
«  was  found  in  the  houfe  f  of  the  Lord  |,  and  have  delivered  it  into  the  hands  of 
u  thofe  who  have  the  infpe&ion  of  the  work  to  be  done  in  the  houle  of  the 

10  "  Lord.” — Then  Shaphan  the  feribe  told  the  king,  faying ;  u  Hilkiah  the  prieft 

11  “  hath  given  me  a  book  :**  and  Shaphan  read  it  in  the  king’s  prefence.  When  the 
ia  king  heard  the  words  of  the  law-book,  he  rent  his  garments ;  and  gave  a  charge 

to  Hilkiah  the  prieft,  and  to  Ahikam  Ben-Shaphan,  and » to  Achbor  Ben-Mi- 
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chaiah,  and  to  Shaphan  the  fcribe,  and  to  Afahiah  one  of  his  minifters,  faying : 

“  Go,  confult  the  Lord,  for  me  and  for  ||  the  whole  people  of  Judah,  ( concerning  13 
^  the  words  of  this  book  that  hath  been  found :  for  great  is  the  wrath  of  the  Lord 
44  that  is  kindled  againft  us  j  becaufe  our  forefathers  have  not  liftened  to  the  words 
u  of  this  book,  fo  as  to  adt  according  to  all  that  had  been  prefcribed  to  us,’*  On  14 
this,  Hilkiah  the  prieft,  and  Ahikam,  and  Achbor,  and  Shaphan,  and  Afahiah, 
went  to  the  propbetefa  Hulda  (the  wife  of  Shalum  Ben-Tikuah  Ben-Harhafi, 
keeper  of  the  wardrobe),  who  refided  in  the  fuburba  of  Jerufalem  j  to  whom  when 
they  had  opened  the  matter,  fhe  laid  to  them:  44  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  the  God  15 
44  of  Ifrael:  4  Tell  the  man  who  fent  you  to  me:  Thus  faith  the  Lord:  Lot  16 
**  I  will  bring  evil  upon  this  place,  and  upon  *  its  inhabitants ;  all  the  threaten- 
44  ings  of  that  book  which  the  king  of  Judah  hath  read :  becaufe  they  have  for-  17 
“  faken  me,  and  have  burned  incenfe  to  other  gods,  fo  as  to  provoke  mine  indig- 
44  nation,  by  every  a&  in  their  power :  therefore  lhall  my  wrath  be  kindled  againft 
4t  this  place,  and  lhall  not  be  quenched.  But  to  the  king  of  Judah,  who  fent  you  i3 
“  to  confult  the  Lord,  thus  ye  lhall  fay :  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  the  God  of 
44  Ifrael :  Becaufe,  at  the  words  which  thou  haft  heard,  thine  heart  hath  been  19 
44  mollified,  and  becaufe  thou  haft  humbled  thyfelf  before  the  Lord,  on  hearing 
“  what  I  have  fpoken  againft  this  place,  and  againft  its  inhabitants  (namely,  that 
u  they  lhall  be  a  fubjed  of  aftonifhment  and  contempt),  and  haft  rent  thy  garments, 

“  and  wept  in  my  pretence;  I  alfo  have  liftened  to  thee,  faith  the  Lord*  Lo  I  so 
“  therefore,  I  will  unite  thee  to  thy  forefathers,  and  thou  lhalt  go  in  peace  into 
41  thine  own  fepulchre ;  that  thine  eyes  may  not  fee  all  the  evil  which  I  will  bring 
#*  upon  this  place*’  ” 

When  this  was  reported  to  the  king,  he  fummoned  together  all  the  elders  of  1 
Judah  and  Jerufalem*  And  the  king,  with  all  the  men  of  Judah,  and  all  the  inha-  2 
bitants  of  Jerufalem;  the  priefts  alfo  and  the  prophets;  the  whole  people,  fmall 
and  great,  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  :  when  he  read,  in  their  hearing,  all  the 
words  of  the  book  of  the  covenant,  which  had  been  found  in  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord.  The  king,  then,  placed  on  the  tribunal,  made  a  covenant,  in  the  prefence  3 
of  the  Lord,  to  walk  after  the  Lord  ;  and  to  keep  his  commandments,  his  fta- 
tutes,  and  his  decrees,  with  all  his  heart  and  with  all  his  foul ;  and  to  perform  the 
words  of  the  covenant  which  was  written  in  that  book :  and  to  this  covenant  all 
the  people  contented. 

The  king,  then,  commanded  Hilldah  the  highr-prieft,  and  the  priefts  of  the  fecond  4 
order,  and  the  door-keepers,  to  bring,  out  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord  all  the  uten- 
fik  that  had  been  made  for  the  fervicc  of  Baal,  and  of  the  grove-wfe/,  and  of  the 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 
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whole  hoft  of  the  heavens,  and  made  them  be  burned  without  Jerufalem,  in  the 

5  fields  of  Kidron ;  but  their  aflies  were  carried  to  Bethel, — He  depofed  the  idola¬ 
trous  priefts,  whom  the  kings  of  Judah  had  ordained  to  burn  incenfe  ia  the  hill* 
chapels  in  the  dries  of  Judah,  and  about  Jenrialem :  thofe  alfo  who  burned  incenfe 
to  Baal,  to  the  fun,  to  the  moon,  and  to  the  conflellatioos ;  to  the  whole  hoft  of 

6  the  heavens. — The  grove-f<4>/  he  brought  out  of  the  houie  of  the  Lord,  without 
Jeru&lem,  unto  the  brook  Kidron;  and  having  burned  it,  and  ftamped  it  to  duft, 

7  he  fcattered  its  duft  upon  the  graves  of  the  common  people.  He  demolifhed  the 
cells  of  the  catamites  that  were  by  thehoufe  of  the  Loro,  where  the  women  wove 

8  ftirines  for  the  grovc-idd. — He  removed  all  the  priefts  from  the  cities  of  Judah, 
and  polluted  the  hill-chapels,  where  thofe  priefts  had  burned  incenfe,  from  ||  Gibea 
to  Bcer-fheba.  He  alfo  demolifhed  the  hill-chapels  of  the  iatyra,  which  were  at  the 
entrance  of  the  gate  of  Jofhuah,  the  governor  of  the  city,  on  the  left  hand  of  one  go* 

9  ing  into  the  city.  The  priefts  of  thofe  hill-chapels  approached  not,  after  that ,  to  the 
altar  of  the  Lord  in  Jerufalem ;  but  ate,  with  their  brethren,  of  the  unleavened 

10  bread. — He  polluted  the  Thopheth,  which  was  in  the  vale  of  Ben-Hmom,  that  no 

11  man  might,  thenceforth ,  offer  his  fon  or  his  daughter  an  holocauft  to  Moloch.^He 
took  away  the  horfes,  which  the  kings  of  Judah  had  dedicated  to  the  fun,  and  which 
were  at  the  entrance  of  the  houie  of  the  Loro,  by  the  apartment  of  Nathan-melech 
the  eunuch,  in  the  fuburbs :  and  the  chariots  of  the  fun  he  burned  with  fire.— 

i  a  The  altars,  that  were  on  the  roof  of  the  fummer-houfe  of  Ah*r,“which  the  kings 
of  Judah  had  made ;  and  the  altars,  which  Manaffeh  had  made  in  the  two  courts 
of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  the  king  demolifhed  and  hurled  thence,  and  threw  their 

13  duft  into  the  brook  Kidron.  The  hill-chapels  that  were  oppoftte  to  Jerufalem, 
on  the  right  hand  of  mount  Olivet,  which  Solomon,  king  of  Ifrael,  had  builded  for 
Aftitharoth,  the  abominable  idol  of  the  Zidonians,  and  for  Ghemofh,  the' abominable 
idol  of  the  Moabites,  and  for  Mikhoro,  the  abominable  idol  of  the  children  of  Am- 

14  mon,  the  king  polluted :  the  images  he  broke  in  pieces ;  the  groves  he  cut  down ; 
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Ch.  x*uL  vcr.  4.  Tlehr  afba  wen  earned  to  Bethel. 
To  mate  the  sha»  there  ft®  more  czCcratAc.  See  v.  16. 

V.  6,  He  fc  uttered  its  dbff  upon  tie  grava  of  the  common 
people  t  who  bad  moft  probably  contaminated  thcmfclves 
with  that  infamous  grore-idol  worflup. 

V.  8,  The  biU-thapch  of  the  fatyrt.  I  believe,  with 
Houbigant,  that  this  is  the  true  rendering.  Sce  c. 
and  comp.  Levit.  17.  7. — The  common  tranflatioo  is,  the 
high  placet  of  the  gate*. 

V.  10,  The  Thopheth.  The  meaning  of  the  word  is  ex¬ 
tremely  uncertain.  It  was  a  place  dedicated  to  the  wor- 
Giip  of  Moloch;  and  foffle  hate  thought  it  was  a  furnace 


a  y  »  0  *r  B  s. 

or  fire-ftovc,  in  which  men  or  children  were  immolated  to 
that  idol.  See  c.  a* 

V.  11.  In  the  fuhmris.  $.  hare  followed  our  common 
verfiofl,  fbr.rtafbris  giwn  rn  c.  a.  Others  make  it  a  proper 
name,  m  Pbarvrim.  It  feems  to  hare  been  a  place  with¬ 
out  the  dty  walls,  contiguous  to  the  gate  that  led  to  the 
Temple. 

V.  13.  Mosul  Qffaet.  I  fo  render,  with  the  Chaldee 
terfion,  Le  Clerc,  and  Houbigant.  The  Greeh  tran/laton 
feern  to  liavc  read  differently,  and  retain  the  Hebrew  word. 
Our  common  verGon,  with  the  Latin  Vulgate,  Stc.  rendem 
the  mount  of  corrapt'an.  Sei  c.  a. 
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and  their  places  he  filled  with  human  bones. — The  altar  alfo  that  was  at  Bethel,  15 
and  the  hill-chapel  which  had  been  made  by  Jeroboam  Ben-Nebat,  who  firfi 
caufed  the  Ifraelites  to  fin;  both  the  altar  and  hill-chapel  he  demolished ;  the 
hill-chapel  he  burned,  and  damped  into  duft:  the  grove  alfo  he  burned.  Oo  16 
this  occafion,  Jofiah,  looking  round,  and  feeing  the  fepulchres  that  were  there,  ||  on 
the  mountain  j,  fent  pejrfons  to  take  the  bones  out  of  thofe  fepulchres ;  and  burned 
them  upon  the  altar ;  ind  Jo  polluted  it,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which 
the  man  of  God,  U  who  predicted  thefe  things,  had  annonneed  | Jofiah  then  faid,  17 
u  What  monument  is  that  which  I  fee  there  l”  The  men  of  the  city  anfwered : 

“  It  is  the  fepulchre  of  the  man  of  God,  who  came  from  Judah,  and  pre-announced, 
w  againft  the  altar  of  Bethel,  all  that  thou  haft  done.”  “  Let  him  alone,”  laid  he;  18 
w  let  no  man  move  his  bones.”  So  they  let  alone  his  bones,  together  with  the 
bones  of  the  prophet  who  had  come  out  of  Samaria. — All  the  lull-chapels  that  19 
were  in  the  other  cities  of  Samaria,  which  the  kings  of  Ifrael  had  made  to  provoke 
the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  Jofiah  alfo  demolilhed;  and  did  to  them  according 
to  all  that  he  had  done  at  Bethel.  All  the  prielb  of  thofe  hill-chapels  he  fianghtered  oo 
upon  the  altars  there,  and  burned  upon  them  human  bones. 

When  the  king  returned  to  Jerufalem,  he  gave  a  charge  to  all  the  people,  faying :  at 
w  Celebrate  the  Phafah  to  the  Lord  your  God,  as  it  is  preferibed  in  this  covenant- 
*  book.”— Such  another  Phafah  had  not  been  celebrated,  from  the  days  of  the  judges  a* 
who  judged  Ifrael,  nor  in  all  the  days  of  the  kings  of  Ifrad,  or  of  the  kings  of  Judah. 

In  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Jofiah,  was  this  Phafah  celebrated  to  the  23 
Lord  at  Jerufalem. 

.  The  necromancers,  and  the  prognofticalore ;  the  houfchold  and  tutelary  gods ;  24 
and  all  the  other  abominations  that  were  feen  in  the  land  of  Judah  and  in  Jerufa- 
Iem,  Jofiah  abolifhed ;  that  he  might  perform  the  injunctions  of  the  law,  written  in 
the  book  which  Hilkiah  the  prieft  had  found  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,— There  2$ 
was  no  king  before  him,  who,  like  him,  turned  to  the  Lord  with  his  whole  heart, 
his  whole  foul,  and  his  whole  might,  according  to  all  the  law  of  Mofes :  nor  aroie 
there  any  like  him  after  him. 

Nevertheless,  the  Lord  relented  not  from  the  vehemence  of  his  wrath,  which  a6 
had  been  enkindled  by  the  provocations  with  which  Manaflch  had  provoked  him. 

The  Lord  therefore  faid :  “  Even  Judah  I  will  remove  out  of  my  fight,  as  I  have  27 
**  removed  Ifrael;  and  will  reject  this  city  Jerufalem,  which  I  had  chofen  •  and  the 
u  houfe  of  which  I  have  faid;  1  There  fhall  my  name  be  revered*  ” 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  16*  |  m  tin  city,  aer,  Ib,  J}  bad  anmunced,  when  Jervhajn,  on  a  JefKvalt  Jhod  by  the  altar,  shp.  See  c»  tu 

nmBAtftET  WOT*. 

V.  ai,  See.  See  the  hifiory  of  tha  celebration  of  the  an  e^oivalou  term.  It  is  whet  we  commonly  call  the 
Fhafah  more  fully  rekted  ip  a  Chran.  eh.  at.  I  retain  faJTavtr.  See  the  C.  a.  on  Exod.  ao.  so. 
tht  original  word  phafah  or  fefah,  becaulc  I  cannot  find 
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28  The  reft  of  the  ads  of  Jofiah,  all  that  he  did,  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of 

49  the  kings  of  Judah. — In  his  days,  when  Pharaoh-Necho,  king  of  Egypt,  was  go¬ 
ing  up  agalnft  the  king  of  Syria,  unto  the  river  Euphrates,  king  Jofiah  went  out 
againft  him ;  and  was  flain  by  him  at  Megido,  in  his  firft  encounter  with  him* 

30  From  Megido  his  fervants  carried  him,  dying,  in  a  chariot,  and  brought  him  to 
Jerusalem,  and  buried  him  in  his  own  fepulchre :  and  the  people  of  the  land  took 
Joahaz,  Jofiah’s  fbo,  and  anointed  him,  and  made  him  king  in  his  father’s.  Head. 

§  19.  Hiftory  of  the  Reigns  of  Joahaz,  fatalism,  and  Joiacbsn,  Kings  of  Judah* — - 

The  Rabylonijb  Captivity* 

31  JOAHAZ  was  twenty-three  years  old  when  he  became  king ;  and  reigned,  at 
Jerufalem,  three  months.  His  mother’s  name  was  Hamital,  daughter  of  Jeremiah,  of 

32  Libna. — He  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Loss,  according  to  all  that  hie  forefathers 

33  had  done. — Him  Pharaoh-Necho  put  in  chains  at  Ribla,  in  the  land  of  Hamath, 
that  he  might  not  reign  at  Jerufalem ;  and  laid  a  tribute  on  the  land,  of  an  hundred 

34  talents  of  filver  and  a  talent  of  gold. — Pharaoh-Necho  made  Eliakim,  Jofiah’ e  fon, 
king  in  the  ftead  of  his  father  Jofiah,  and  turned  his  name  to  Joiakim.  He  then 

35  took  Joahaz  away  with  him  into  Egypt,  where  he  died. — Joiakim  gave  to  Pharaoh 
the  filver  and  the  gold ;  and  taxed  the  land  to  raife  the  money,  according  to  the 
command  of  Pharaoh ;  from  the  people  of  the  land  he  exa&ed  the  fiver  and  the 
gold,  from  every  one  according  to  his  rate,  to  be  given  to  Pharaoh-Necho* 

36  Joiakim  was  twenty-five  years  old  when  he  became  king  j  and  reigned,  at  Je* 
rufalem,  eleven  years.  His  mother’s  name  was  Zebida,  daughter  of  Phedaiah,  of 

37  Ruma. — He  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  his  forefathers 

1  had  done. — In  his  days,  Nebuchadnezar,  king  of  Babylon,  came  againft  Jerufalem ; 
when  Joiakim  became  his  fubjedt,  and  remained  fo  three  years  :  at  the  end  of  which, 

2  he  revolted  againft  him.— -But  the  Lord  fent  againft  him  hordes  of  Chaldeans, 
and  hordes  of  Syrians,  and  hordes  of  Moabites,  and  hordes  of  Ammonites :  aU 
thefe  the  Lord  fent  againft  Judah,  to  lay  it  walle,  according  to  the  word  of  the 

3  Lord,  which  he  had  fpoken  by  his  fervants  the  prophets.  For  by  the  Lord  it 
had  been  decreed  to  remove,  out  of  his  fight,  the  Judahitea,  on  account  of  all  the. 

4  fins  which  Manafieh  had  committed,  and  of  the  innocent  blood  which  he  had  fhed : 
for  with  innocent  blood  be  had  filled  Jerufalem,  which  the  Lord  would  not  par- 

3  don. — The  reft  of  the  a£is  of  Joiakim,  all  that  he  did,  are  written  in  the  chronicles 

6  of  the  kings  of  Judah. — Joiakim  flept  with  his  forefathers ;  and  his  fon  Joiachin 

7  reigned  in  his  ftead. — The  king  of  Egypt  came  no  more  out  of  big  own  land:  for 

IlfUHiTOlY  HOT  I. 

V.  *9.  See  a  Chronicles,  25.  40,  Ac. 
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the  king  of  Babylon  had  taken  all  that  belonged  to  the  king  of  Egypt,  from  the 
river  of  Egypt  unto  the  river  Euphrates. 

Joiachin  was  eighteen  years  old  when  he  became  king ;  and  reigned,  at  Jeru-  $ 
klem,  three  months  His  mother’s  name  was  Nchuftha,  daughter  of  Elnathan,  of 
Jerufalem. — He  did sevll  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  his  father  9 
had  done. — At  that  |time,  (|  Nebuchadnezar,  king  of  Babylon,  came  againft  Jerufa-  10 
letn;  and  the  city  Was  befieged.  So,  when  Nebuchadnezar  had  come  againft  the  n 
city,  and  his  fervants  were  befieging  it ;  Joiachin,  king  of  Judah,  furrendered  him-  14 
felf,  with  his  mother,  and  his  fervante,  and  his  chiefs,  and  his  eunuchs,  to  the  king 
of  Babylon.  In  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  the  king  of  Babylon  took  him ; 
and  carried  away  all  the  treasures  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  the  treafures  of  13 
the  king’s  houfe ;  and  he  cut  in  pieces  all  the  utenfils  of  gold,  which  Solomon, 
king  of  Ifrael,  had  made  for  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  as  the  Lord  had  predicted. 

He  alfo  carried  away  all  the  principal  and  moft  powerful  men  of  Jerufalem,  ten  14 
thoufand  captives,  with  all  the  carpenters  and  fmiths :  none  were  left  but  the 
meaner  fort  of  the  people  of  the  land. — Thus  king  Joiachin,  and  the  king’s  mother,  15 
and  the  king’s  wives,  and  his  eunuchs,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  land,  were  forced  away 
into  captivity,  from  Jerufalem  unto  Babylon.  All  the  opulent  and  mighty  men,  to  16 
the  number  of  feven  thoufand,  with  a  thoufand  carpenters  and  fmiths,  all  the  brave 
men  fit  for  war,  the  king  of  Babylon  carried  captives  unto  Babylon. — In  the  ftead  17 
of  Joiachin,  the  king  of  Babylon  made  Mathaiuah,  his  father’s  brother,  king  of 
Judah ,  and  changed  his  name  into  Zedekiah. 

Zedekjah  was  twenty-one  years  old  when  he  was  made  king;  and  reigned,  iS 
at  Jerufalem,  eleven  years.  His  mother’s  name  was  Hamital,  daughter  of  Jere¬ 
miah,  of  Libna. — He  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  Joia-  19 
kim  had  done.  And  now,  fo  irritated  was  the  Lord  againft  Jerufalem  and  Judah,  20 
that  he  would  reje£t  them  out  of  his  fight. 

For,  Zedekiah  having  revolted  from  the  king  of  Babylon  *,  in  the  ninth  year  of  1 
Ha  reign,  and  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  tenth  month,  Nebuchadnezar,  long  of  Baby¬ 
lon,  with  his  whole  hoft,  came  to  Jerufalem,  and  encamped  by  it,  and  threw  up  a 
wall  round  about.  Thus  the  city  was  clofely  befieged  unto  the  eleventh  year  of  2 

VARIOUS  READING. 

Ctt.  XXIV.  ver.  io«  9  So  sep.  syr.  arab.  with  5  mss.  The  reft,  the  fervants  of  Nebuchadnezar*  See  c.  bu 

limSATOlT  NOUS. 

Gh.  nn.  wr,  8 .Three  months  and ten  day  rt  fays  Jofephua.  it  would  be  better  to  render :  all forte  sf  artifant.  See  e.  n. 

v.  I®.  Of  bis  reign;  i.  e.  the  King  of  Babylon’*  rriga.  V.  18.  See  the  biftory  of  Zedekrah  more  fatly  related  in 

V*  -A*  the  Lord  bad prc&Sed,  By  the  prophet  Jere*  Jeremiah,  chapters  37.  38.  39.  and  53,  Compare  alio 

00.  <,  aChron.  36.  to — 3T. 

V.  14.  Carpenters  andjaithe.  It  Is  not  certain  that  thde  V.  ao.  So  irritated^  &c.  Hi*  wrath  was  now  come  to 
terms  are  perfefily  comment  to  the  Hebrew  *  and  perhaps  ka  fall  height.  Compare  a  Chroeu  36.  16:  and  fee  c.  r. 
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3  the  reign  of  Zedekiah,  But,  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  f  fbfcrfh  month  of  that  ye&r+ 
a  famine  prevailing  in  the  city,  and  there  being  no  bread  for  the  people  of  the  land, 

4  the  city  was  broken  up ;  when  all  the  military  men  |  fled  in  the  night,  by  a  gate 
which  was  between  two  walla,  by  the  royal  garden  (for  the  Chaldees  ftirrouftded 

5  the  city),  and  went  the  wiy  toward  the  plain  of  Jericho ,  But  the  hoft  of  the 
Chaldees  purfued  the  king,  and  overtook  him  in  the  plains  of  Jericho,  where  his 

6  whole  hoft  were  difperfed  from  him*  So  they  took  the  king,  and  brought  him 
unto  Riblath,  to  the  king  of  Babylon ;  when  judgment  was  pronounced  againft 

7  him.  The  fans  of  Zedekiah  they  flew  before  his  eyes ;  and  hia  own  eyes  they  pmfc 
out ;  and,  having  bound  him  in  fetters  of  brafs,  they  carried  him  unto  Babylon.— 

8  And,  on  the  Q  feventh  day  of  the  fifth  month,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Nebuchadnezar,  king  of  Babylon,  NebuzaTadan,  captain  of  the  guard,  and  fervaut 

9  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  came  to  Jemfalem ;  and  burned  rile  hotife  of  the  Lokd, 
and  the  king’s  houfe,  and  all  the  houfes  of  Jerufalem  :  every  great  houfe  he  burned 

10  with  fire.  And  the  |)  whole  hoft  of  Chaldees,  with  the  captain  of  the  guard,  de- 

n  mollified  the  walls  of  Jerufelem,  round  about  :  and  the  remainder  of  the  people 

that  had  been  left  in  the  dty,  with  the  deferters  who  had  deferred  to  the  king  of 
Babylon,  the  remainder  of  all  the  people,  Nebuzaradan,  the  captain  of  the  guard, 

12  carried  away.  But  the  meaneft  of  the  land  the  captain  of  the  guard  left,  to  be 

13  vine-dreflers  and  ground-tillera. — The  brafen  pillars,  that  were  in  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord,  with  their  bales ;  and  the  brafen  fea,  that  was  in  the  houfiref  the  Lord, 

14  the  Chaldees  broke  in  pieces,  and  carried  the  brafs  of  them  unto  Babylon. 
brafen  pans  alfo,  and  the  ihovels,  and  the  knives,  and  the  cups,  and  all  the  other 

15  utenfils  of  brafe,  ufed  in  the  fervice  of  the  temple ,  they  carried  away.  The  cenfers, 
too,  and  the  fprinkling-bowls,  whether  of  gold  or  of  filver,  the  captain  of  the  guard 

16  took  away. — The  brafs  of  the  two  pillars,  of  the  fea,  of  the  bafeo,  and  of  the  fiber 
utenfils  which  Solomon  had  made  for  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  was  without  weight. 

17  The  height  of  one  pillar  was  eighteen  cubits ;  on  which  was  a  brafen  capital,  three 
cubits  high :  the  net- work  and  pomegranates,  around  the  capital,  were  all  of  brafs. 
The  other  pillar,  with  its  net-work,  was  exactly  fimilar. 

18  The  captain  of  the  guard  then  took  Sheraiah  the  chief-prieft,  and5  Zephaniah 

19  the  fecond-prieft,  and  the  three  door-keepers  of  the  temple  ;  and,  out  of  the  city,  he 
took  a  eunuch,  who  had  been  fet  over  the  military  men,  and  §  five  of  the  king’s 
minifter8,  who  were  found  in  the  dty,  and  the  principal  feribe  of  the  hoft,  who 

VARIOUS  HEADINGS. 

CH.  XXV.  vcr.  3.  +  f applied  from  Jerem.  52.  6.— -V,  4.  (]  So  syr,  vulg.  and  6  mss.  :  set,  and  2  M». 
have  went  out:  and  arab.  with  a  marginal  reading  of  k  us.  and  7. 7.  Jerem,  31.  7.  have  jW,  and  went  out. 
In  the  prefect  printed  TEXT  the  word  is  wanting.  See  c,  R. — V.  8.  Q  So  the  prefent  text,  with  sEp.  vulg. 
and  cttALD.  JJur  syr.  arab.  and  3  mss.  have  ninth.  And  the  p.p,  Jerem.  52.  12.  has  tenth.  Sec  c.  a. — 
V.  10.  |  wanting  in  SEP.  and  3  Use. — V.  19.  fl  fevtn,  Jen cm.  5a.  25.  Josjephos  has  the  fame  number. 
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Gwrrnor  qf  Judah, 


muttered  the  people  of  the  land  ;  with  Gxty  men,  of  the  people  of  the  laud,  who 
were  found  in  the  city : — all  thefe  Nebuzaradan,  the  captain  of  the  guard,  took  2 a 
away,  and  brought  unto  Riblath,  to  the  king  of  Babylon ::  and  the  king  of  Baby-  21 
Ion  fmote  them,  and  flew  them  at  Riblath,  in  the  land  of  Hamath. 

Thus  were  the  Jujdahites  carried  away  out  of  their  land.  As  for  the  people  22 
who  remained  in  the  land  of  Judah,  whom  Nebuchadnezar,  king  of  Babylon,  had 
left ;  over  them  he  appointed  governor,  Gedaliah  Ben-Ahikam  Ben-Shaphan, — 
Now,  when  all  the  military  chieftains,  and  their  men,  heard  that  the  king  of  Baby-  23 
Ion  had  made  Gedaliah  governor,  they  came  unto  Mifpha,  to  Gedaliah  5  namely, 
Ifhmael  Ben-Nethaniah,  Johanan  Ben-Kareah,  Sheraiah  Ben-Thanhumeth,  a  Ne- 
tophathite,  and  Jazani&h,  a  Maachathite :  thefe,  and  their  men,  came  to  Gtdallab, 
And  Gedaliah  fwore  to  them  and  to  their  men,  and  faid  to  them :  “  Fear  not  to  be  24 
“  the  fuhje&s  of  the  Chaldees;  dwell  in  the  land,  and  ferve  the  king  of  Babylon  : 

M  fo  fhall  it  he  well  with  you,” — But,  in  the  feventh  month  of  that  fame  yeary  I(h-  25 
mael  Ben-Nethaniah  Ben-Elifhamah,  of  the  feed-royal,  came,  accompanied  by  ten 
men,  and  fmote  unto  death  Gedaliah,  with  the  Judahkes  and  Chaldees  that  were 
with  him  at  Mizpha. — Then  all  the  people,  both  fmall  and  great,  arofe,  and  26 
went  with  the  military  chieftains  into  Egypt ;  for  they  were  afraid  of  the  Chal¬ 
dees, 

Bu  t,  in  the  thirty-feventh  year  of  the  captivity  of  Joiachin,  king  of  Judah ;  on  27 
the  [|  thirty-feventh  day  of  the  twelfth  month,  Evilmerodach,  king  of  Babylon,  in 
the  .beginning  of  his  reign,  relieved  from  prifon  Joiachin,  king  of  Judah  ;  and  fpoke  28 
kindly  to  him,  and  placed  his  feat  above  the  feats  of  the  other  kings  whom  he  had 
with  him  at' Babylon,  His  prifon-weeds  he  made  him  change,  and  made  him  con-  29 
ftaotly  .eat  at  his  own  table  all  the  days  of  his  life.  His  allowance  was  a  conftant  30 
allowance,  afflgned  to  him  by  the  king ;  a  ftated  rate  for  every  day,  all  the  days  of 
his  lifei 

VARIOUS  READING. 

V.  27.  0  twfityjifth,  Jcrem.  52.  31.  See  c-  R. 

explanatory  k  o  t  R- 

V.  43,  M  tht'mSSiary  chufodat,  Hat  is,  all  who  hid  time  of  the  fiege.  The  hiftory  is  more  frilly  related  io  Je- 
•leaped  from  Jerutidem,  or  retided  a  the  country  at  the  remkh,  in  the  chapter  already  quoted. 
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Gaxalozj  from  I  CHRONICLES*  I*  ^  to  She*. 

§  I.  Genealogy  from  Adam  to  Jacob,  or  Ifrach 

t  Adam. 

Seth. 

Enos. 

a  Chaika  an, 

Mahaleel, 

Jared. 

3  Henoch. 

Methuselah. 

Lamech. 

Noah. 

4  The  fons  of  Noah  were  Shew,  Ham,  and  Japheth. 

5  The  fone  of  Japheth  were  Gomor,  Magog,  Madai,  Javan,  ThubaJ,  Molhoch, 

6  and  Thiras. — The  fons  of  Gomor  were  Alchenaz,  ||  Riphath,  and  Thogonnah. — 

7  The  fons  of  Javan  were  [|  Elifh,  Tharihifh,  Chethim,  and  ||  Rodanim. 

|  The  fons  of  Ham  were  Chuih,  Mizraim,  Phut,  and  Chanaan. — The  fons  of 
Chuih  were  Sebah,  Havilah,  Sabthah,  Raamah,  and  Sabthechah. — The  fons  of 

10  Raamah  were  Shebah  and  Dedan. — Chuih  was  alfo  the  progenitor  of  Nimrod,  the 

11  firft  potentate  upon  the  earth.— From  Mizraim  fprang  the  Ludites,  the  Ana  mites, 
is  the  Leahites,  the  Naphthuhites,  the  Phatrufites,  the  Chafhluites  (from  whom  the 
13  Philiftines),  and  the  Chaphthorites, — Chanaan  begot  Zidon  (his  firft  bom),  and 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH,  I.  ver.  6.  II  al.  Dip  bath. — V.  7.  R  ah  Elijbah,  lb.  8  aL  Dodantm* 

imAKATORT  NOTES. 

Ch.  L  The  genealogy  10  this  chapter  varies  very  little  that,  throughout  the  Hebrew  genealogies,  the  term*  father, 
from  that  of  Genchs,  from  which  it  was  probably  taken.  Job,  begat,  begotten,  do  not  always  denote  immediate  procre- 
V.  7.  Cbelbim,  &c.  Thefe,  and  words  of  hmilar  termi.  ation,  or  fihation  ;  but  extend  to  all  the  potterity,  and  to 
nations  occurring  in  this  lift,  are  names  not  of  individuals,  any  progenitor, 
but  of  nations.  And  it  is  to  be  remarked,  once  for  all, 
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the  Hethites,  Jebu fires,  Amorites,  Gergafites,  Hevites,  Arukites,  Sinltes,  Arudites,  \* 


Zamaritcs,  and  Hamathites,  16 

The  fons  of  Shem  were  Elam,  Afhur,  Arph  axad,  Lud,  Aram,  f  The  fons  17 
of  Aram  were  |  Uz,  Hul,  Gether,  and  ||  Meihech.  t 

Arp h axad  begot  *  Salah.  *8 

Salah  begot  Hebpr.  To  19 


Heber  were  bom  two  fons:  one  was  named  Phaleg  (divifion),  becaufe  in  his 
days  the  earth  was  divided.  His  brother’s  name  was  Jofctan ;  who  begot  Altno-  ao 
dad,  and  Shaleph,  and  Hazarmoth,  and  Jerah,  and  Aduram,  and  Uzal,  and  Dik-  21 
lab,  and  J  Ebal,  and  Abimael,  and  Shebah,  and  Ophir,  and  Havilah>  and  Jobab.  \\ 
All  thefe  were  the  progeny  of  Joktaru 

From  Sbem  then  the  genealogy  tbw: 

Shem,  34 

Arp  h  ax  ad. 

#  *  *  #  * 

Salah, 

Heber. 

Phaleg. 

Rhau* 

SaRUG.  26 

Nahor, 

Abram  ;  the  fame  with  27 

ABRAHAM. 

The  fons  of  Abraham  were  Isaac,  and  Is  hmael;  whofe  progenies  were  thefe  i  \ $ 
Ishmael’s  firft-bom  was  Nebaioth;  then  he  had  Kedar,  AdbeeJ,  Mibfham, 
Milhmah,  Dumah,  Mafliah,  |J  Hadad,  Themab,  Jethur,  Naphilh,  and  Kedemah,  ]J 

Thefe  were  the  progeny  of  IihmaeL 

The  fons  whom  Ketura,  Abraham’s  concubine,  bore  to  him,  were  Zimran,  and  32 
Jokihan,  and  Medan,  and  Midian,  and  Ithbak,  and  Shuah,**— The  fons  of  Jokfhan 
were  Sheba  and  Bedan. — The  fons  of  Midian  were  Ephah,  and  Epher,  and  Ha-  33 
noch,  and  Abidah,  and  Eldaah.* — All  thefe  were  the  progeny  of  Ketura. 

Abraham  begot  34 

Isaac. — The  fons  of  Ilaac  were  Esau  and 
Israel. 

The  fons  of  Esau  were  EUphaz,  and  Renel,  and  Jeuih,  and  Jadam,  and  Korah.  3$ 

VARIOUS  READING*. 

V.  17.  f  added  from  Gen.  10.  23.  It  isalfo  in  fome  copies  of  sep.  here,  and  in  i.ws.  The  prefeot  text 
oakes  U«>  Hd,  &c.  immediate  children  of  Sbem.  See  c.  a.  Ib.  g  aL  A&fb* — V.  18.  ♦  Kalnatt ;  and 
Kama*  begtt.  Some  copies  of  sep.  and  Luke  3.  36.  It  is  not  however  in  Jofephus,  and  may  be  an  inter¬ 
polation.— *V  ,  21.  [I  al.  Oba/.-~l V.  30.  fl  aL  Hadar . 
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36  — The  foils  of  Eliphaz  were  Theman,  and  Omar,  and  ||  Zepho,  and  Gatham,  and 

37  Kenaz,  #  and  Amalek, — The  fons  of  Reuel  were  Nahath,  Zerah,  Sham  ah,  and 

38  MIzah. — But  the  following  were  the  defendants  of  Seir,  and  the  prior  inhabitants  of 

39  Edom ;  Lotan,  Shobal,  Zibeon,  Anah,  Difcon,  Ezer,  and  Diftan.— The  fons  of 

40  Lotan  were  Hori  and  Heman ;  and  Lotan’s  fitter  was  Thimna. — The  fons  of 
Shobal  were  Aaluan,  and  Manahaih,and  Ebal,  and  Shepho,  andOnam. — The  Tons 

41  of  Zibeon  were  Aiah  and  Anah. — The  fon  of  Anah  was  Difhon. — The  fons  of 

4a  Difhon  were  ||  Hemdan,  Eftban,  lthram,  and  Cheran. — The  fons  of  Ezer  were 

43  Bilan,  Zavaan,  and  )|  Akan. — The  fons  of  Difhan  were  Uz  and  Aran,-— Now 
the  kings  who  reigned  in  the  land  of  Edom,  before  a  king  reigned  over  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael,  were  thefe : 

44  Bel  ah  Been-Beor;  the  name  of  whofe  capital  city  was  Dinaba- — When  Belah 
died, 

45  Jobab  Ben-Zerah  reigned  in  his  Read. — When  Jobab  died, 

46  Hus  hah,  of  the  land  of  Theraan,  reigned  in  his  ftead, — When  Huftan  died, 
Had  ad  Ben-Bed  ad  (the  fame  who  fmote  the  Midianites  in  the  fields  of 

47  Moab)  reigned  in  his  ttead.  The  name  of  his  capital  city  was  Avith* — When 
Hadad  died, 

48  Samlah,  of  Mafireka,  reigned  in  his  Head. — When  Samlah  died, 

49  Saul,  of  Rohoboth-on-the  river,  reigned  in  his  ttead. — When  Saul  died, 

50  Baal-hanan  Ben-Achbor  reigned  in  his  Head. — When  Baaf-tmnan  *  died, 

|1  Hadar  reigned  in  his  ttead ;  the  name  of  his  capital  city  was  [j  Phau ;  and 

51  his  wife's  name  was  Mehetabel,  daughter  of  Mezahab. — When  Hadar  died,  the 
Edomite  princes,  defended  from  Efau ,  were,  the  prince  of  Thimna,  the  prince  of 

5*  Alva,  the  prince  of  Jetheth,  the  prince  of  Aolibama,  the  prince  of  Ela,  the  prince 

\\  of  Phinon,  the  prince  of  Kenaz,  the  prince  of  Theroan,  the  prince  of  Magdiel, 
the  prince  of  Iram :  thefe  were  the  princes  of  Edom. 

§  3.  Genealogy  from  Jacob  to  David, 

1  THE  fons  of  ISRAEL  were  thefe:  Reuben,  Simeon,  Levi, 

2  Judah,  Iflachar,  Zebulon,  Dan,  Jofeph,  Benjamin,  Naphthali,  Gad,  and  After.* 

3  The  fons  of  Judah  were  Er,  and  Onan,  and  Sheiah.  Thefe 

three  were  bora  to  him  by  Shua,  a  Chanaanitefe. — But  Er,  Judah’s  fir  ft- born,  being 

4  a  bad  ffww,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  he  flew  him. — But  Thamar,  Judah's  own 
daughter-in-law,  bore  to  him  Pharez  and  Zarah :  thus  all  the  fons  of  Judah  were 
five. 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  36.  R  al.  Zrphu  lb.  *  Here  the  prefent  text  has  Thimna  among  the  fons  of  Eliphaz  :  but  Tbtinna  was 
the  concubine  of  Eliphaz,  and  mother  of  Amakk.  See  Gen.  36.  12.  and  c-  r. — V.  41  -  R  al.  Hemratt. — 
V.  4a.  It  ah  Jot bw.— V.  50,  *  Bcn^Jchbor%  14  mss.  with  fome  copies  of  sep.  Ib.  fl  sJ.  Hadad.  lb.  [|  al.  Fhau 
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The  fons  of  Pharez  were  Hezron  and  Hamul*  $ 

The  fons  of  Zarah  were  ||  Zarari,  and  Ethan,  and  Hem  an,  and  Chalchol,  and  6 

j|  Dardah. — 'Tbefon  tf  Zamri  was  Charmi,  and  the  fon  of  Channi  was  J  Achar,  the  7 

troubler  of  Ifrael,  who  tranfgrefled  with  regard  to  the  devoted  fpoil, — The  fon  of  8 
Ethan  was  Azariah. 

The  fons  of  Hezron  were  Jerahmeel,  and  J  Aram,  and  9 

|  ChelubaU 

Aram  begot  Aminadab.  10 

Amin  ad  ab  begot  Nahafhon,  chief  of  the  chib 
dren  of  Judah,  in  the  Jays  of  Mofes. 

Nahashon  begot  [|  Salmon.  n 

Salmon  begot  Boaz. 

Boaz  begot  Obed.  it 

Ob ed  begot  Ifhau 

Ishai  begot  Eliab,  his  firft-bom ;  Abinadab,  13 

lecond;  ||  Shimeah,  the  third 5  Nathanael,  the  fourth;  Radai,  the  fifth;  Ozem,  ij 
the  fixth ;  f  Elihu,  the  fcventh  j  |  and 

DAVID,  the  |j  eighth. — 

Their  fitters  were  Abigail  and  Zeruia, — The  fons  of  Zeruia  were  Abifliai,  Joab,  16 
and  Alael,  three. — Abigail  bore  Amafah :  but  the  father  of  Atnafah  was  |j  Jether,  an  17 
||  Itiunaelhe. 

§  3.  Other  JuJahite  Genealogies^  through  Hezron* 

CHALEB  Ben-Hezron  begot,  of  his  wife  Azuba,  Jerioth ;  whofe  fons  were  thefe :  1 8 
Jefher,  Shobab,  and  Ardon. — When  Azuba  died,  Chaleb  married  Ephratha,  who  19 
bore  to  him  Hur. — Hur  begot  Uri,  and  Uri  begot  Bezaleel.  20 

After  Hezron  was  fixty  years  old,  he  went  and  married  the  daughter  of  ai 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  IL  ver.  6.  Q  a!.  ZabdL  lb.  D  aL  Darab. — V,  7.  fl  al.  Achan. — -V.  9.  |  al.  Ram.  lb.  (J  Chehh. — 
V«  XI.  |  al.  Balmah. — V.  13.  Q  al.  Shaputh.r-V*  15.  +  $tr.  arab.  according  to  troth.  Compare  ch.  27. 
v.  18.  and  1  Sam.  17. 12.  lb.  jj  So  properly  str.  and  arab*  The  rest,  fevaab.  See  c.  Rv — V.  17.  (I  ah 

hhrah .  Ib.  [}  al.  IfratkU ,  See  c.  R. 

imASATOSI  VOTES* 

Quo.  vtr,  6.  Ethan,  and  J  lemon,  &c.  There  is  here  fome  fuppofed  to  be  the  great  Chaleb  of  Mohs:  but  this  is 
a  lingular  coincidence  of  names  with  thefe  mentioned  hardly  credible*  if  he  were  the  immediate  fon  of  Hezron. 
I  Kings,  a.  j  1.  as  being  perGoos  inferior  in  idtcbm  to  So-  See,  however,  C.  a. 

Umboo.  If  thefe  latte-  were  contemporary  with  Solomon,  V.  10.  Bigot ....  Jeriolh.  The  Hebrew  here  k  badly 
they  coaid  not  be  the  immediate  fons  of  Zarah :  and  in*  arranged*  and  has  much  puzzled  interpreters.  1  take  Jc~ 
deed  they  are  in  Kings  called  the  foot  of  Mahal.  But  the  rioth  Tor  a  daughter*  with  the  Latin  Vulgate;  which  re¬ 
term  Am  meaning*  in  Hebrew,  any  degree  of  filiation*,  it  candles  the  text  toitfdf ;  by  theexdafion  of  a  fingle  kt* 
may  here  denote*  that  thole  facet,  at  whatever  time  terc  which  letter  ia  wanting  in,  at  Ieaft,  one  roanufeript. 
they  lived,  were  defceodantt from  Zarah.  We  muft  either  Others  make  Jerioth  another  wife;  and  others*  one  of 
thus  explain*  or  lay  that  the  five  periona  here,  although  Chakb’n  fons.  See  c.  u 

perfectly  homonym  00a  with,  are  yet  different  from,  thole  in  V,  *0.  Betake?.  The  famous  archited  of  the  taber- 

Kings.  See  c.  t.  nack*  on  whofe  account  this  genealogy  Items  to  be  traced. 

V,  9.  ChthihaL  He  is  called  Chaleb  in  v.  18*  and  is  by 
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iz  Machir  Abi-Gilead,  who  bore  to  him  Segub. — J.  Segub  begot  Jair,  who  had  twenty- 
23  three  cities  in  the  land  of  Gilead :  4-  all  thofe  cities  belonged  to  the  defendants  of 
Machir ;  |  but  were  taken  from  them  by  the  Gelhurites  and  Syrians  j  together 
with  Havoth-Jair,  [the  villages  of  Jair]  namely  Kenath  and  its  dependencies,  fixty 
14  townfliips. — After  the  death  of  Hezron,  at  Chaleb-Ephratha,  Abia,  Hezron’a  wife, 
bore  to  him  A  four  Abi-Thekoa, 

is  The  fonsof  Jerahmeel,  Hezroo’s  firfUborn,  were  Aram,  the  firft-born,  and  Bu- 

26  nah,  and  Oren,  and  Ozem,  and  Ahiah. — Jerahmeel  had  alfo  another  wife,  whofe 
name  was  Atara ;  fhe  bore  Onam. 

27  The  fons  of  Aram,  the  firft-bom  of  Jerahmeel,  were  Maaz,  and  Jamin,  and  Eker. 

28  The  fons  of  Onam  were  Shamai  and  Jadah. 

The  fons  of  Shamai  were  Nadab  and  Abifhur, 

29  Abis hue’s  wife,  whofe  name  was  AbihaH,  bore  to  him  Ahaban  and  MoUd. 

30  The  fons  of  Nadab  were  Seled  and  Aphaim. — Seled  died  without  fons :  but 

31  The  fon  of  Aphaim  was  Jfhi ;  and  the  fon  of  lfhi  was  Sheflian ;  and  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sheflian  was  Ahli. 

32  The  fons  of  Jadah  Ahi-Shamai  were  Jether  and  Jonathan. — Jether  died  with¬ 
out  fons ;  but 

33  The  fons  of  Jonathan  were  Pheleth  and  Zazah : — all  thefe  were  the  progeny  of 
Jerahmeel. 

34  She shan  had  no  fons,  but  only  a  daughter :  but  Sheflian  had anrEgyptian  fer* 

35  vant,  whofe  name  was  Jarhah ;  and  Shelhan  gave  to  his  fervant  Jarhah,  his  own 

36  daughter  for  a  wife,  and  Ihe  bore  to  him  AthaL — Athai  begot  Nathan. — Nathan 
ll  begot  Zabad. — Zabad  begot  Ephlah — Ephlal  begot  Obed, — Obed  begot  Jehu,— 
J|  Jehu  begot  Azariah. — Azariah  begot  Helez. — Helez  begot  Elafliah. — Elafliah  be- 
4*  got  SHamaL — Sifamai  begot  Shalum. — Shalum  begot  Jekamiah. — Jekataiah  begot 

EUftiamah. 

4a  The  fons  of  Chaleb  Ahi-Jerabmeel  were  Mefhah  Abi-Ziph,  his  firft-bom ; 
whofe  fon  was  Marefhah  A  bi-Hebron. 

43  The  fons  of  Marejbah  Abi- Hebron  were  Korab,  and  Thaphuah,  and  Rekem, 

44  and  Shemah. — Shetnah  begot  Raham  Abi-Jorkoam:  and  Rekem  begot  Shamai  j 

45  whofe  fon  was  Maon  Abi-Bethfur, 

46  Epha,  Chaleb’e  concubine,  boreHaran,andMozah,andGazez. — Haran  begot  jj  Ja- 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  22*  I  A  fmall  tranfpofition  for  the  fake  of  ptrfpicutty.— V-  46.  ]i  A  conjectural  emendation.  The  prefent 

reading  is  Gazes*  See  c.  R- 

EIFIJIN  4T01T  NOTl. 

V.  42.  The  ftau  of  Chalet.  IF  this  Chaleb  were  the  other  wife  than  cither  A or  Ephratha*  But  indeed 
brother  of  Jerahmeel,  as  he  is  here  called,  he  moft  be  the  there  u  fo  great  a  confufion  ii  this  and  fame  other  genca- 
fame  with  the  Chaleb  or  Chelubi  in  verfes  9  and  18.  In  logics,  that  there  is  no  clearing  one's  way  among  them, 
tins  cafe,  his  progeny  here  mentioned  muft  be  by  fome  Origen  made  the  fame  compUiut  fifteen  hundred  years  ago. 
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dai :  and  the  fons  of  Jadai  were  Regem,  and  Jotham,  and  Gifham,  and  Phekt,  47 
and  Ephab,  and  Shaaph. 

Maach a,  Chaleb’s  concubine,  bore  Sheber  and  Thiranah.  She  aifo  bore  Shaaph  \\ 
Abi-Madmana,  Shevah  Abi-Machbena,  and .....  Abi-Gibeah. — The  daughter  of 
Chaleb  was  Achfa.  1 

The  progeny  of  Chaleb,  fi  by  his  fon  Hur,  |  the  firft-bom  of  Ephratha,  were  50 
thefe :  Shobal  Abi-Kiijath'jearim,  Shalmah  Abi-Bethiehera,  and  Hareph  Abi-Beth-  51 
Gader. 

Shobal  Abi-Kiijath-jearim  had  a  fon,  [|  Reiah,  who  peopled  one  half  of  Manu-  52 
hath ;  but  the  families  of  Kirjath-jearim  were  the  Ithrites,  the  Phuthltes,  the  Shu-  53 
mathitea,  and  the  MiQiraites ;  from  whom  the  Zorathites  and  the  Eihtaolites* 

Shalmah  Abi-Bethlehem  peopled  Netopliath  and  Ataroth-Beth-Joab ;  and  54 
one  half  of  Manuhath  and  of  Zorath, — But  the  Sopherite  families,  who  inhabited  55 
Jabez,  the  Thirathites,  the  Shimanthites,  and  the  Shuchathites,  were  Kenites,  who 
came  from  Hamath  Abi^Beth-Rechab, 

§  4.  Genealogy  from  David,  through  thirty  Generations. 

THESE  were  the  fons  of  DAVID  who  were  born  to  him  in  Hebron :  i 

Amnon,  the  firft-bom,  by  Ahinoam  of  Jezreelj  |  Daniel,  the  fecond,  by  Abigail 
of  Carmel  * ;  Abfhalon,  the  third,  fon  of  Maacha,  daughter  of  Thalmai,  king  of  a 
Gefhur ;  Adoniah,  the  fourth,  fon  of  Hagith ;  Shephathiah,  the  fifth,  by  Abihaii ;  3 

and  Ithream,  the  fixth,  by  his  wife  Egla;  thefe  fix  were  bom  to  him  in  Hebron,  4 
where  he  reigned  feven  years  and  fix  months.  Bur,  at  Jerufalem,  he  reigned 
thirty-three  years :  and,  in  Jerufalem,  thefe  fons  were  born  to  him :  Shimeah,  Sho-  5 
bah,  Nathan,  Solomon  j  thefe  four  by  ||  Bathfheva,  daughter  of  §  Amid.  Alfo  6 
lbhar,  and  H  Elifhuah,  and  Eliphelet,  and  Nogah,  and  Nepheg,  and  Japhiah,  and  J 
Eli  fb  am  ah,  and  J  Efiadah,  and  |  Eliphalah  j  nine:  all  thefe  were  fons  of  David;  9 
befide  the  fons  of  his  concubines. — Their  fitter  was  Thamar. 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  50.  0  This,  too,  is  partly  a  conje&ural  emendation.  The  prefent  reading  ft  thtfmef  Hur,  I  think,  with 
Houhigant,  that  the  two  names  have  been  txanfpafed.  See  c.  r.  and  compare  v.  19, — ' V.  52.  1  a X.Aroth 
or  Haroeb. —CH*  liL  vcr.  1,  R  al.  CbiUah. — lb.  •  (be  wife  if  Naha/,  smu  ARAB. — V.  5.  ||  al.  Bathjbeba, 
lb.  0  aL  Eliam. — V.  d,  |J  aL  Elfbatmh,  See  c.  R.—-V,  8.  g  al.  Beeliadab.  lb.  g  al.  EUphakt , 

ItPLiSATOtl  HOTls. 

V.  49.  The  daughter  of  Chalet  was  At/fa.  This,  if  not  move.  1  have  {pent  much  time  ta  the  attempt,  but  to  lit- 
an  interpolation,  would  incline  one  to  Believe  that  this  tie  purpofe. 

Chaleb  was  the  famous  Chaleb  called  in  Numbers  the  fon  V.  ee.  Hamath  AH-Beth-Reebab.  I  have  left  thefe  words 
of  lephuiwh.  But  fee  c.  a.  and  compare  ch.4.  15.  untrsnitalcd,  beeauft  1  do  not  undertUad  them.  There  » 

V.  52 — 54.  Although  I  have  traadated  theft  verfts,  I  probably  feme  con  option  in  the  text.  The  literal  verfion 
eooftw  I  am  not  content  with  my  verfion.  I  have  already  would  be,  from  Hamath,  the  father  tf  the  houje  of  Rtehab. 
obfrrvtd,  that  that  u  much  confubon  in  the  genealogies  of  Sec  c,  t,  Hie  Kenites  were  the  doeeodanU  of  Hobab, 
Chronicles,  which  no  Interpreter  baa  yet  been  able  to  rc-  who  came  whh  Mofcs  from  Median. 
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»  The  fon  of  Solomon  was 

Rehobo  am  ; — whofe  foa  was 
Abx ah  j — whofe  (bn  was 
Abah; — whofe  fon  was 
Joshaphat  5 — whofe  fon  was 
ti  Joram  ; — whofe  fon  was 

Ahaziah  ; — whofe  fon  was 
Jo  ash  5 — whofe  fon  was 

ia  Amaziah  ; — whofe  fon  was 

J  Azariah  ; — whofe  (bn  was 
Jotham  j — whofe  fon  was 

13  Ahaz  ; — whofe  fon  was 

Hezeki  ah  j — whofe  fon  was 
Manasseh  •—-whofe  fon  was 

14  Amon  whofe  fon  was 

Josiah. 

13  The  fons  of  Josiah  were  |j  Joanan,  the  firil-bom;  Joiakim, 

the  fecondj  Z^dekiah,  the  third;  and  Shalum,  the  fourth. 

16  The  fons  of  Joiakim  were  ||  Jechoniah  and  Zedekiah. 

17  The  fons  of  Jechoniah  were  Afir  (whofe  fon  was  J  Salathiel), 

j8  and  Malchiram,  and  Phedaiah,  and  Shenazar,  and  Jechamiab,  and  Hoihamah, 

and  Nedabiah. 

19  The  fons  of  Phedaiah  were  Zbrubabel  and  ShimeL 

The  fons  of  Zerubabel  were  Mefliulam,  and  Hahahiah 

10  (whofe  fitter  was  Shelomith),  and  Hachubah,  and  OheL,  and  Barachiah,  and  Hafa- 
diah,  and  Jufoab-hefed;  five, 
ai  The  fon  of  Hananiah  was 

Phelatbiah; —  J  whofe  fon  was 

Isaiah  ;  j — whofe  fon  was 

Rephaiak  5 — whofe  fon  was 

Arnan  ; — whofe  fon  was 

ObadiAH  j— whofe  fon  was 

Shechaniah  ; — whofe  fon  was  Shemaiah, 

VI&IOD1  RBlllIKSt. 

V.  la.  H  ah  Ozia&.~~V.  15.  g  ah  Joakaz*~~'%?*  i<5.  Q  ah  JoiaeUn.-^ V«  17.  ]|  at  SbeaHbleL — V.  2j.  g  The  pre- 
fent  text  makes  Ifaiah  the  fon  of  Hananiah  :  but  this  is  a  miftake,  owing  to  the  change  of  a  letter  into 
another  fimilar  onet  which  miftake  is  four  times  repeated  in  dds  reife.  See  c.  a. 

EXPLAffATOHT  NOTES. 

Cb,  nL  ver.  19.  In  Matthew**  catalogue.  Zerubabel  is  ancient  Terfiona.  See  C. a. 
called  the  fon  of S  slat  hid.  Hence  tome  commentators  have  V.  so.  Five,  i.  c.  exdufrvt  of  the  fir  ft:  two  j  who.  with 

thought  Phedaiah  an  interpolation.  It  Is  wanting  fo  Come  Shelomith,  feem  to  have  been  of  a  different  mother. 
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The  fons  of  Shemaiah  were  Hatufh,  Igeal,  Bariah,  Neariah,  22 

f  Azariah,  and  Shapat ;  fix. 

The  fons  of  Neariah  were  Eli  oh  a  r,  Hezekiah,  and  A2ri-  23 

kam;  three. 

The  fons  of  Elionai  were  Hodaiah,  Ettaflrib,  Phelaiah,  Akub,  24 

Joanan,  Delaiah,  and  Anani ;  feven. 

§  5.  Other  Genealogies  from  Judab. 

THESE  alfo  were  of  the  progeny  of  Judah:  Pharez ;« — Hezron  j —  j|  Charmi ; —  1 
Hur j— Shobal. — The  fon  of  Shobal,  Raiah,  begot  Jahath  1 — and  Jahath  begot  Ahum  2 
and  Laad :  thefe  were  tbe  Zorathite  families,  who  peopled  Ethan,  Jezreel,  Iflima,  3 
and  Idbafh.  The  name  of  their  fitter  was  AzalelphonL  Jabatb  alfo  begot  Phaniel  4 
Abi-Gedor,  and  Ezer  Abi-Hufha.  All  thefe  were  the  defendants  of  Hur,  the 
firtt-born  of  Ephratha. 

Ash ur  Abl-Thekoa  had  two  wives,  Helaa  and  Naara* — Naara  bore  to  him  f 
Ahazam  and  Hcpber  j  from  whom  the  Themanites  and  Aafherites :  thefe  were 
the  progeny  of  Naara. — The  fons  of  Helaa  were  Zereth,  and  Je*oar,  and  Eth-  7 
nam,  f  and  Koz.  |— Koz  begot  Anub  and  Azobebah 5  from  whom  the  families  of  8 
Aharhal  Ben-harum. — But  Jabez  was  more  celebrated  than  his  brothers.  Hia  9 
mother  had  called  him  Jabez  \Jorrowful  ] ;  <4  Becaufr,”  faid  fhe,  “1  bore  him 
“  with  forrow.°  But  Jabez  invoked  the  Goo  of  Ifrael,  faying ;  rt  O !  wouldett 
14  thou  but  favour  me,  and  enlarge  my  boundaries,  and  keep  me  from  misfortune, 

44  that  I  might  be  no  more  sorrowful  lw  and  Goo  granted  him  his  requett.  .  . 

J  Chelub  ||  Ahi-Shuha  begot  Mehir  Abi-Elhthon,  who  peopled  Bethraphaj  U 
and  Phafeah,  and  Thehinah  Abi-Ir-nahaib.  Thefe  were  the  men  of  Recha.  ,  . 

The  fons  of  Kenaz  were  Othniel  and  Sheraiah. . .  .  .  ,13 

TAtlOUS  RKADINGS, 

V.  32.  f  Added  from  era.  and  Arab,  to  make  up  the  number.  See  c,  a. — CR.  IV.  ver.  1. 8  This  Is  fuppofed 

to  be  die  fame  with  Cbehtbi,  in  ch.  a.  9.  But  fee  c.  R. — V.  7.  f  chald.  only j  yet  it  feeras  to  be  a  neceffary 
part  of  the  text.  See  c.  a. — V.  11.  U  ah  Cbaleb*  Ib,  f]  Abi-Jbuba,  tz  mm.  Sec  c.  r. 

IIPH8ITOJY  BOTES. 

V.  34.  This  genealogy,  dedneed  from  David  tbroagh  to  his  name.  If  I  fuceced  in  toy  enter  pules,  I  fcall  no 
thirty  or  twenty-nine  generations,  give*  room  to  conje&ure  more  be  called  Jamb, 

the  period  in  which  the  book  of  Chronicles,  or  at  kaft  this  V.  1 1.  Cheltib.  Here  is  a  third  Chaleb,  or  Chclub,  railed 
portion  of  it,  was  compiled  %  which  mu  ft  hare  been  thirteen  the  brother  or  father  of  Sbuha :  but  m  no  meet  km  «  made 
generations  after  the  Babykmiih  captivity.  of  his  father,  fomething  muft  have  dropt  out  of  the  text. 

Ch.iT.  ver,  5.  AJhur  Abi-Tbckoa.  The  pofUiumooa  Con  S«  c.  a. 
of  Hezron  by  Abo.  See  c.  a.  24.  V.  1 1.  The  mat  of  Rtcha>  i.  e.  the  inhabitant*  of  that 

V.  9.  or  rather  Jaxrb,  according  to  tbe  etymon  place.— After  this,  there  feem*  to  be  Conoetbirg  wanting  io 

of  his  name.  It  is  not  plainly  laid  whole  (ou  he  was  j  but  tbe  text,  namely,  who  was  the  father  of  Kenaz. 
st »  highly  probable  that  Koz  was  hi*  father.  V,  1 3.  Here  alfo  fomethiog  i*  wanting :  probably  the 

“V.  IO.  That  /  might  he  no  more  JornrtofwL  He  alludes  name  Jefhuneh. 
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14  The  fons  of  Othniel  were  Hathath,  f  and  Meonothai,  J — Meonothai  begot 

Gphrah.  .......  ,•**,» 

Sheraiah  begot  Joab,  who  peopled  the  Vale-of-Artifans  ■  fa  called  becaufe  its 
inhabitants  were  arthans.  *  .  . . ^  * 

15  The  fons  of  Chaleb  Ben-Jephuneb  were  Iru,  Eiah,  and  Naam. 

The  ions  of  Elah  were  Uknaz.  ,  *  ■+ 

16  The  fons  of  Jealeleel  were  Ziph,  and  Ziphah,  and  Thiriah,  and  Alhrael.  , 

17  The  fons  of  Ezrah  were  Jetber,  and  Mered,  and  Hepher,  and  Jalon. — 1|  Jetber 

18  begot  J  Miriam,  and  Shamai,  audllhbah  Abi-Eflbemoa, — And  hb  wife  Judia  bore 
Jered  Abi-Gedor,  and  Heber  Abi-Socho,  and  Jekulhiel  Abi-Zanoah. — A  nd  thefe 
are  the  fons  of  Bathia,  Pharaoh’s  daughter,  whom  Mered  had  for  a  wife . 

19  — And  the  fons  of  bis  wife  Hodia,  the  filler  of  Naham,  jj  were  .  ,  .  ,  .  . 

Abi-Keila,  and  Garror  Abi-Efthamoa-AnmchathL  .......  .  ,  * 

20  The  fons  of  Shimon  were  Amnon,  Rina  Ben-hanan,  and  Thilon.  .  .  *  , 

The  fons  of  Ifhi  were  Zoeth,  and  Ben-Zoeth, 

ai  The  progeny  of  Judah’s  fon,  Sheeah,  were  Er  Abi-Lecha,  and  Laadah  Abi- 
Marclha ;  from  whom  the  families  of  Beth-Alhbea,  who  were  manufacturers  of 

21  cotton :  alfo  Jokim,  and  the  men  of  Chozeba ;  and  Joafli  and  Sharaph,  who 
2 3  fojourned  in  Moab,  but  returned  to  BtfA-Lehem  and  Adaberim-Aithikim.  Thefe 

were  potters,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Netaim  and  Gadera :  there  they  refided,  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  king,  in  his  work. 

§  6.  Genealogy  from  Simeon ,  Jacob's  fecond  Son* 

34  THE  fons  of  Simeon  were  jj  Nemuel,  and  Jamin,  and  Jarib,  and  Zerah,  and 
25  Saul ; — whole  fon  was  Shalum ; — whole  fon  was  Miblham  ; — whofe  fon  was 
a 6  Miflimah  ; — whole  fon  was  Hamuel  * ; — whofe  fon  was  Shimei. 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  14.  f  vulg.  only.—' V.  17.  ||  So  sep.  The  prefentTEXT  has,  and  Jbe  beget  Miriam  t  which  is  neither 
Hebrew  nor  fenfe.  Indeed,  the  whole  of  verfes  17,  18,  and  19,  is  a  jumble  of  words  fo  oddly  put  together, 
that  they  cannot  be  made  intelligible  without  violent  corrections.  See  c.  a. — V.  19.  ||  Although  I  follow 
the  common  reading,  Naha  in,  yet  I  fufpeCt  the  true  reading  to  be  Naan 1,  which  is  preferred  in  one  ms, } 
and  which  I  fuppofefo  be  the  Naam  mentioned  v.  15,  See  c.  R.— V,  14.  |j  The  names  in  Gen.  46.  iq. 
tun  thus:  Jmael,  Jamin,  Oh  ad,  Jaehin,  Zecbar ,  and  Saul. — V.  26-  *  whofe  fat  was  Sabud ,  sEf.  See  c.  r. 


EXP  LAXATOSY  SOTH. 

V.  14.  Something  -wanting  after  Qphrab,  V.  20.  Wanting  the  parentage  of  I/hi, 

lb.  Here  may  hare  been  :  Jepbweb  begot  Chaleb.  V.  21.  Having  enumerated  the  poilerity  of  Judahs  fons 

V.  15.  Here  Teems  to  be  wanting,  JedUkeh  byThamar,  the  genealogift  riturna  to  Sbelah  ;  whofe  pro 

V,  16.  Here  Teems  to  be  wanting,  Enrab.  geny  is  here  enumerated  in  a  *ery  confided  manner. — The 

V.  tS.  Wanting  the  names  of  BatfuVa  fons*  unlefa  the  greater  part  df  verfes  and  23  is,  to  me,  'utterly  untn- 

laffc  part  of  the  Ycrfc  be  tranfpofod  into  the  middle  of  telligible.  1  have,  therefore,  contented  myfelf  with  pick- 

v.  17.  which  Mtchaelfs  thinks  its  proper  place.  See  c.  a.  ing  from  our  different  verfions  what  I  deemed  -the  Icaft 
V.  19.  Wanting  the  prenomen  of  Abi-Keila,  and  the  pa-  exceptionable*  See  c.  K. 
rentage  of  Shimon. 
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Simeon  continued. 


Shimbi  had  fixteen  fons,  and  fix  daughters ;  but  his  brethren  had  not  many  27 
children :  nor  did  any  of  their  families  multiply  like  the  children  of  Judah,  They  2$ 
inhabited  Beer-£heba»  j-  and  Sheba,  |  and  Molada,  and  Hazar-fliual,  and  Balaa,  and  19 
A  zero,  and  Tholad,  and  Bethuel,  and  Horma,  and  Ziklag,  and  Beth-marchaboth,  \z 
and  Hazar-Sufim,  and  Beth-birei,  and  Shaarim.  Thefe,  unto  the  reign  of  David, 
were  their  cities ;  fifteen  cities ,  with  their  dependent  villages.  Alfo,  Etham,  and  3a 
Eu-rimon,  and  Thochen,  f  and  Ether  |,  and  Afhan  ;  five  cities  ;  with  all  the  vil-  33 
lages  around  thefe  cities,  as  far  as  BzaXz-beer-ramatb.  Thefe  were  their  habita¬ 
tions  ;  and  fuch  was  their  genealogical  regifter. 

4-  But  thefe  following ,  who  were  regarded  as  patriarchal  chiefs  of  families,  34 
namely :  |  Mefhobab,  Jamekh,  Joafli  Ben-Amaziah,  Joel,  Jehu  Ben-Jofibiah-Ben  33 
Seraiah-Ben-Afiel,  Elionai,  Jaakobah,  Jefhohaiah,  Aihaiah,  Adiel,  Jefimiel,  Be-  36 
naiahj  and  Zizah  B en-Sb iphi-Ben- A  lon-Ben«  Jedaiah-Ben-Shi mri- Ben-Shem aiah,  37 
increafing  greatly  in  number,  went  in  queft  of  pafture  for  their  flocks,  as 
far  as  the  vale  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  entrance  into  Gedor ;  where  they  found  40 
fat  and  excellent  pafture,  and  a  fpacious  tra Gt  of  land  j  enjoying  tranquillity  and 
peace;  although  the  former  inhabitants  were  of  the  pofterity  of  Ham*  Thofe,  then,  4* 
above  mentioned  by  name,  went,  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah,  king  of  Judah,  and 
fmote  the  tents  and  other  habitations  that  were  found  there ;  devoted  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  to  utter  deftru&ion,  unto  this  day ;  and  dwelled  in  their  ftead,  becaufe  there 
they  found  pafture  for  their  flocks. — Others,  of  the  progeny  of  Simeon,  five  hun-  42 
died  men,  having  for  captains,  Pheiathiah,  Neariah,  Rephaiah,  and  Uziel,  the  fons 
of  Iihi,  went  unto  Mount-Seir,  and  fmote  the  remainder  of  the  Araakkites  that  43 
had  yet  efcaped  the  j word ;  and  there  they  dwell  unto  this  day. 


VtRIOU  S  HEADINGS. 

V.  28.  f  added  from  Jcdh.  19.  2.  where  the  names  of  the  cities  arc  thus  named  and  arranged  ;  Bm,-Jbeba> 
Sheba,  Moladjt,  Zaxar-jbual,  Bab,  Azem,  Eithoiad,  Bethul ,  Horma,  Zittag,  Beth  -  marcha  bo  th ,  Hazar-Sufa, 
Bethkboath,  and  Sharhueo.  See  c.  R. — V.  32.  f  from  Joihuah.— -V .  34.  4*  tranfpofed  from  v,  38,  for  the  fake 
of  perfpicuity.  See  c.  n. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES, 

V.  »7.  Bui  hu  brethren,  I  heir  nfe  this  term,  not  bro-  noting  flmtian,  has  been  multiplied  without  caufe:  aod  it 
lien,  became  1  think  it  relates  not  to  tbe  real  brothers  of  is  twice  wanting  in  one  of  Kenn icon’s  mss.  At  any  rate, 
Shima,  but  to  his  paternal  relations,  of  whatever  degree,  I  am  perfuaded  that  thefe  were  the  pofterity  of  Shimi : 
•ccordmg  to  the  latitude  of  the  word  brother  in  the  He-  and  that  the  lait  Ben,  before  Shaaaiab  (which  I  take  to  be 
brew  language.  .  .  the  fame  name  with  Shimi,  in  v.  37,  Amitf  be  written 

31  &  31-  There  is  an  impropriety  in  the  common  Beni,  and  rendered  the  font  or  progeny  of.  See  c.  a. 
manner  of  rendering  theft  two  verb*,  which  «  wfUfied  from  V.  40.  Although,  See.  This  feems  to  be  inferred  by  the 
Jolhuah,  and  accounted  for  in  c.  ■.  According  to  tbe  hiilorian  to  juftify  the  condua  of  the  Simcooites,  who  on. 
pre£»tt  bad  dmfion  of  the  teat,  and  perhaps  the  want  of  1 j  deftroyed,  on  this  occafton,  a  race  devoted  to  deftrue- 
ts«>  Words,  Etham  and  the  other  cities  after  it  arc  made  tion,  as  being  a  part  of  the  Chanaanite  pofterity  of 
may  vilktgt*  *  ^though,  in  the  fame  verfe,  they  are  called  Ham,  hitherto  left  m  the  quiet  pofleffion.  of  their  original 
(mr«  Compare  Join.  19.  7.  abode. 

’ Y*  Aft  thefe  were,  I  think,  the  pofterity  of  V.  41.  Unto  this  day.  Some  tranflatora  place  thefe  words 

Shima,  mentioned  iq  v.  27.  Tbe  number  here  indeed  is  at  the  end  of  the  verfej  and  render,  as  they  (HU  do:  and 
but  thirteen,  bat  I  fufpeft  greatly  that  the  word  Ben,  de-  perhaps  this  is  their  proper  place. 
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Riubtn  and  Gad. 


§  7,  Genealogy  from  Reuben^  jfacoFt  frft-bam  Son, 

1  THE  forts  of  Reuben,  the  firft-born  of  Ifrael  (for  the  firft-born  he  wto,  al¬ 
though,  becaufe  he  defiled  his  father’s  bed,  hia  birth-right  was  given  to  |  the*fon8 
of  Jofeph,  |  the  fon  of  Ifrael,  yet  fo  as  not  to  be  genealogically  reckoned  the  firft- 
z  born :  for,  although  the  birth-right  was  Jofeph’s,  yet  Judah,  being  braver  than  his 

3  brothers,  had  the  chieffhip  over  him). — The  fons  of  Reuben,  then,  the  firft-bom 

of  Ifrael,  were  Hanoch,  and  Phallu,  and  Hezron,  and  Charon.  *  .  ...  . 

4  -  .  •  .  ;  .  . — The  fon  of  |]  Joel  was  Shemaiah ; — whofe  fon  was  Gog 

5  whofe  fon  was  Shimei ;  — -Whofe  fon  was  Mich  ah  ; — whole  fon  was  Reaiah ; — whofe 

6  fon  was  Baal ; — whofe  fon  was  Beerah,  whom  Thiglatb-philefer,  king  of  Afiyria, 

7  took  away  captive :  he  was  then  chief  of  the  Reubenites. — And  his  brethren,  when 
their  families  were  genealogically  reckoned,  were  Jeiel,  the  chief,  and  Zachariah, 

8  and  Beiah  Ben-Azaz  Ben-Shemah  Ben-Joel,  who  inhabited  all  the  country  from 

9  Aroer  to  Nebo  and  Baal-meon,  on  the  weft;  and  on  the  eaft  unto  the  entrance  of 
the  wilderaefa  that  borders  on  the  Euphrates.  For,  their  cattle  having  greatly  mul- 

ro  tiplied  in  the  land  of  Gilead,  they,  in  the  days  of  Saul,  made  war  on  the  Agaraites : 
and  thefe  falling  by  their  hands,  they  dwelled  in  their  homes,  throughout  all  the 
eaft  of  Gilead. 

n  Contiguous  to  them,  in  the  land  of  Bafhan,  unto  Salchah^^welled  the  chil- 

12  dren  of  Gad,  *  Of  tbefe  Joel  was  the  chief ;  and,  next  ta  bim%  Shapham,  and  JaaUai, 

13  and  Shaphat ;  <7// in  Bafhan.  Their  brethren,  of  the  fame  patriarchal  houfe,  were 
Midiael,  and  Mdhnlam,  and  Shebah,  and  Jorai,  and  Jachan,  and  Ziah,  and  ||  He- 

14  ber  j  feven.  Thefe  were  the  progeny  of  Abihail,  Ben-Huri,  Ben-Jaroah,  Ben- 

15  Gilead,  Ben-Micbael,  Ben-Jefhifhai,  Ben-Jahdo,  Ben-Buzahi,  Ben-Abdiel,  Ben- 

16  Guni,  a  patriarchal  chief  They  inhabited  Gilead,  and  Bafhan,  with  its  depend- 

17  encies,  and  all  the  outlets  of  Sharon,  on  their  boundaries, — All  thefe  were  genea¬ 
logically  reckoned  in  the  days  of  Jotham,  king  of  Judah,  and  of  Jeroboam,  king 

18  of  Ifrael ;  when,  of  the  children  of  Reuben  and  of  Gad,  and  of  the  half  tribe  of 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH,  V.  ver.  1.  R  to  syr.  arab.  fome  copies  of  sls.  with  7  mss.  See  c.  a. — V.  4.  0  Cbarmi ,  str. 

ARAB. — V.  13.  g  Htbed,  federal  mbs.  and  spp.  See  c.  R. 

EIILAIATOE  Y  NOTES. 

Ch.  v.  ver.  1 .  Tit  8cc.  That  tin's  is  the  true  mean-  J<xL  Sec  c.  a. 
itig  of  the  text  I  have  endeavoured  to  fhew  dearly  in  c.  r.  V.  II.  He  joins  the  Gaditfs,  and  half  of  the  Manaflites, 

The  primogeniture  hod  two  privileges  annexed  to  it:  a  to  the  genealogy  of  Reuben*  becaufe  they  inhabited  the 
double  portion  of  goods,  and  the  patriarchal  chiefihip.  Came  country,  beyond  the  Jofdatu 
Both  tbefe  naturally  belonged  to  Reuben  ;  but  were  dm-  V.  15.  Btn-BuzaLi.  I  make  Buxabt  but  ode  name, 
ded  by  his  injured  lather  between  Jofeph  and  Judah.  Of  thofe  tranflators  who  divide  Ahi  from  Buz,  fome  make 

V,  j.  Here  fewnething  is  wanting,  unJefa  we  follow  the  the  former  Ml  a  proper  name;  others  render  it  ibt  brother 
Svrlac  reading,  which  cujuieSs  the  chain.  Perhaps  the  of.  See  c.  Ju 
rhafm  Ihould  be  thus  idled  up  ;  The  fon  of  Ckarmi  wu 
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Manafleh,  there  were  forty  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty  valiant  and  warlike 
men,  men  fit  to  wear  buckler  and  (word,  or  to  (hoot  with  the  bow;  who  went 
out  to  war,  and  made  war  upon  the  Hagarites,  and  their  allies,  the  Jcthurites,  \l 
Nephefhites,  and  Nodabites ;  but  all  thefe  were  delivered  into  their  hands :  for, 
during  the  battle,  they  invoked  God,  and  he  was  favourable  to  them,  becaufe  they 
put  their  truft  in  hijm.  Of  their  enemies  cattle  they  carried  away  fifty  thoufand  21 
camels,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  (heep,  and  two  thoufand  aiTes;  with  an 
hundred  thoufend  (laves.  Many  alfo  fell  (lain  in  battle ;  for  the  war  was  from  22 
God.  And  they  duelled  in  their  ftead  until  the  captivity. 

The  children  of  tjhe  half  tribe  of  Manaflcz  inhabited  the  land  from  Ba(han  unto  23 
Baal-hermon,  and  ^henir,  and  Mount  Hermon  * :  they  were  very  numerous : 
and  thefe  were  their  patriarchal  chiefs and  Epher,  and  Iftii,  and  24 
Eliel,  and  Azriel,  apd  Jeremiah,  and  Hodaviah,  and  JahdieL  All  thefe  patri¬ 
archal  chiefs  were  men  of  great  valour  and  celebrity :  but  they  abandoned  the  God  25 
of  their  forefathers,  and  worfhipped  the  gods  of  the  people  of  the  land,  whom 
God  had  deftroyed  on  their  account.  So  the  God  of  Ifrael  fUrred  up  agamft  them  26 
Phul  and  Thiglath-phalefer,  kings  of  Ailyria :  and  thefe  carried  away,  into  captivity, 
the  Reubenices,  the  Gadites,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manaflez ;  and  brought  them 
unto  Hala  and  Habor,  and  unto  the  river  Gozan,  where  they  remain  unto  this  day. 

§  8.  Genealogy  from  Levi ,  through  the  Line  of  High-Priejls,  down  to  the  Captivity . 

THE  fons  of  Levi  were  Gerihon,  Koath,  and  Merari.  1 

Thk  fons  of  Koath  were  Amram,  Izhar,  Hebron,  and  Uriel — The  progeny  2 
of  Amram  were  Aaron,  and  Moses,  and  ||  Mary. — The  fons  of  Aaron  were  3 
Nadab,  Abiu,  Eleazar,  and  Ithamar. — Eleazar  begot  Phinehas  5— Phinehas  4 
begot  AbUhuah; — Abishuah  begot  Buki;—BuKi  begot  Uri; — Uzi  begot  Ze-  | 
raiah; — Zeraiah  begot  Meraioth; — Meraioth  begot  Amariah  ; — Amariah  7 
begot  Ahitub;  Ahitub  begot  Zadoc; — Zadoc  begot  Ahunaaz; — Ahimaaz  | 
begot  Azariah ; — Azariah  begot  Johanan ; — Johan  an  begot  Azariab,  the  fame  10 
»  who  performed  the  prielPs  office  in  the  temple  of  Solomon.— Azariah  begot  11 
Amariah  ; — Amariah  begot  Ahitub; — Ahitub  begot  Zadok; — Z  a  do  k  begot  13 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  23.  *  and  to  Lebanon,  6EP.  Sec  c.  R. — CM.  VI.  ver.  2.  fl  aL  Miriam.— V.  IO,  •  Azariah,  STBL.  arab, 

and  i  us. 

aXPLARATO&T  KOTlIf 

V.  20.  And thar  aBitt,  See.  I  think,  with  Honbigant  not  a  new  chapter;  and  ch.  6.  begins  only  at  ver.  16. 1 
and  Dathe,  that  this  »  the  true  meaning ;  and  that  two  follow  the  dmfion  of  dot  common  verfion,  which  is  that 
Hebrew  words  hare  been  disjoined  from  v,  19.  and  badly  of  the  Polygiott. 

added  to  y.  12.  See  c.  a.  V.  10,  fohana*.  Soppofed  to  be  the  father  of  Jdudah. 

V,  25.  A  name  (cans  to  be  wanting  here.  a  Kings,  n.  4. 

V.  a 6.  Compare  2  Kings,  15.  19,  79  •  and  17.  6,  and  V,  1 1.  Amariah.  Supposed  to  be  the  fame  with  Uriah 
i3. 1*.  ^  of  a  Kings,  t6«  10, 

Ch.  yi.  ver,  1,  la  the  common  Hebrew  editions  this  u 
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\l  Shalura  j—Sh alum  begot  Hilkiah  5 — Hilkiah  begot  Azariah**— Azariah  be- 
ij  got  Sheraiah  5— Sherai  ah  begot  Jbhozadah,  who  went  into  captivity  when  the 
Lord  caufed  a  migration  of  Judah  and  Jerufalem,  by  the  hand  of  Nebuchadnezar. 

§  9,  General  Genealogy  from  Levi%  unto  tbe  Reign  of  David* 

16  THE  Cons  of  Levi  were  Gerfhon,  Koath,  and  Merari. 

17  The  names  of  the  fons  of  Gerihon  were  thefe :  Libni  and  Shimei, 

18  The  fona  of  Koath  were  Amram,  Izhar,  Hebron,  and  Uziel. 

19  T he  fons  of  Merari  were  Mahli  and  Mufhi. — Such  were  the  Levitical  families, 
according  to  their  progenitors. 

20  From  Gerfhon  the  lineal  defeent  was  this ;  his  fif-bom  fon  was  Libni  j — whofe 
ai  fon  was  Jahath  j — whofe  fon  was  Zimah 9 — whofe  fon  was  Joaih ; — whofe  Iba  was 

Ido ; — whofe  fon  was  Zerah  ; — whofe  fon  was  JeathraL 
2t  The  lineal  progeny  of  Koath ;  f  whofe  fon  was  Izhar ;  j  — whofe  fon  was  *  Ko- 
*4  rah; — whofe  fon  was  *  Abiafaph; — whofe  fon  was  Afir ; — whofe  (on  was  Tha- 
hath whofe  fon  was  ||  Uriel 9 — whofe  fon  was  j|  Uziah ; — whofe  fon  was 

25  [|  Saul  9 —  [|  whofe  fon  was  Elkanah  9 — whofe  fon  was  Amafai  9 — whofe  fon  was 

26  Ahimoth  9— whofe  fon  was  Elkanah  9 — whofe  fon  was  j|  Zophai  9 — whofe  fon  was 

27  |  Nabath  ; — whofe  fon  was  J  EUab9 — whofe  fon  was  Jeroham ; — whofe  fon  was 
Elkanah  9 —  f  whofe  fon  was  Samuel.  | 

28  The  fons  of  Samuel  were  f  Joel,  the  firft-born  j  and  Abiah,  the  fecond, 

29  The  lineal  progeny  of  Merari :  whofe  fon  was  Mahli ; — whofe  fon  was  Libni 5 — 

30  whofe  (on  was  Shimei ; — whofe  fon  was  Uzi  j — whofe  fon  was  Shimeah ; — whofe 
fon  was  Hagiah  j — whofe  fon  was  Afaiah. 

31  The  following  were  thofe  whom  David  fet  over  the  finging-fervice,  In  the  houfe 

32  of  the  Lord,  after  the  ark  repofed  there :  who  miniftered,  by  fiaging  before  the  ta¬ 
bernacle,  or  convention  tent,  until  Solomon  build ed  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  in  Je- 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  22.  f  sep.  and  p.  p.  v.  37.  Ib*  •  was  Amwadab  i—^wboft  fin.  Rejected  as  an  interpolation.- 
V.  23.  #  war  Afr  ; — ’whofe  Jon  was  Elkanah  j — wboft  fon .  Reje&ed  alfo  as  an  interpolation.  See  c.  tt. 
and  the  note  below.— V«  24.  1]  al.  Zepbantab .  Ib.  (]  al.  Joel.  Ib,  H  al.  Azariab. — V.  25.  H  So  I  read,  with 
the  more  antient  editions  of  sep.  and  agreeably  to  p.  p.  v*35«  The  prefent  reading  is  literally  this :  The 
fon:  of  Elkanah  >  Amafai  and  Ahimoth  :  Elkanah  :  Tbe  Jons  of  Elkanah. — V,  26.  JJ  ah  Zuph.  Ib,  {j  al.  Thoah. — 
V*  27.  Q  al.  Eliel,  lb.  f  sep.  alt,  and  compl.  with  p.p,  v,  33.— V »  28.  f  SYR.  ARAB,  and  the  two  oldeft 
editions  of  sep,  with  p.p.  i  Sam.  8.  ft.  See  c. R. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

V,  ai.  The  lineal  progeny  See.  The  hiftorian  refumes  V,  19.  This  is  a  veylatoe  genealogy;  nor  hare  we  any 
each  of  the  three  branches  of  the  Levitical  families  in  a  helps  to  fupply  its  chaims. 

direfl.  line.  In  remoring  a  part  of  the  coufuilon  that  i*  V.  31.  In  tbe  btmft  of  tbe  Lotto  f  i.  c,  the  tent  which 
vifible  in  this  genealogy,  I  have  been  chiefly  guided  by  the  David  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  ark,  when  it  wu 
line  of  filiation  in  verfci  33—38,  corroborated  by  all  the  removed  from  Obed- Edom's.  See  cb.  16.  l.  and  a  Sam. 
antient  verfiona.  Sec  c.  r.  6,  iz,  &c. 
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rufalem  j  and  who,  according  to  their  refpettive  ranks,  attended  in  their  office. 
Thefe  are  they  who,  with  their  ions,  thus  attended  :  33 

Of  the  progeny  of  Koath,  Heman,  the  chief  finger  ; — the  fon  of  Joel ; — the 
fon  of  Samuel  5— the  fon  of  Elkanah  ; — the  fon  of  Jeroham  j — the  fon  of  Eliel ; —  34 
the  fon  of  Thoah ; — the  fon  of  Zuph  ; — -the  fon  of  Eikanah ; — the  fon  of  Ma-  35 
hath  $—  the  fon  of  Amafai  j — the  fon  of  Elkanah ; — the  fon  of  Joel the  fon  of  36 
Azariah  the  fon  of  Zephaniah the  fon  of  Thahath ; — the  fon  of  Afir  ; — the  37 
fon  of  Ebiafaph; — ‘the  fon  of  Korahj — the  fon  of  Izhar; — the  fon  of  Koath  j —  38 
the  fon  of  Levi. 

His  kinfman,  who  attended  at  his  right  hand,  was  Asaph  ; — who  was  the  fon  39 
of  Barachiah  ; — the  fon  of  Shimeah  the  fon  of  Michael ; — the  fon  of  Baafeiah  40 
the  fon  of  Ethni  ; — Ithe  fon  of  Zerah  the  fon  Df  Adaiah ; — the  fon  of  Ethan } —  *1 
the  fon  of  Zimah;-  -the  fon  of  Shimei  * — the  fon  of  Jahath  — the  fon  of  Ger-  43 
Ihon ; — the  fon  of  Levi. 

Their  kinfman,  who  attended  at  his  [Heman* j]  left  hand  (of  the  progeny  of  44 
Merari),  waa  Ethan  j — the  fon  of  Kifhi  ; — the  fon  of  Abdij — the  fon  of  Ma- 
luch ; — the  fon  of  Halhabiah ; — the  fon  of  Arnaziah  5 — the  fon  of  Hilkiah ; — the  \\ 
fbn  of  Amzi  j — the  fon  of  Bani ; — the  fon  of  Sharoer ; — the  fon  of  Mahli ; — the  47 
fon  of  Muftii  j — the  fon  of  Merari ; — the  fon  of  Levi. 

Their  brethren,  the  other  Levites,  were  appointed  to  all  forte  of  fervice  about  4B 
the  tabernacle  of  the  houfe  of  God. 

fitiT  Aaron,  and  his  progeny  on!y>  offered  facrifices  upon  the  holocauft-altar ;  49 
and  incenfe  upon  the  incenfe-altar ;  did  all  that  was  to  be  done  in  the  fan&uary ; 
and  made  atonements  for  the  children  of  Ifracl,  according  to  all  that  Mofes,  the 
fervant  of  the  Lord,  had  given  in  command. — Now  thefe  were  the  progeny  of  50 
Aaron;  hia  fon  was  Eleazar  j — whofe  fon  was  Phinehas; — whofe  fon 
wa3  Abjshuah  5— whofe  fon  was  Buki  j — whofe  fon  was  Uzi  $ — whofe  fon  was  51 
Zeraiah; — whofe  fon  was  Meraioth; — whofe  fon  was  Amariahj — whofe  52 
fon  waa  Ahitub  ; — whofe  fon  was  Zadok  ; — whofe  fon  was  Ahimaaz.  ,  .  53 

The  dwelling-places,  -J.  that  isy  the  cides  and  their  fuburbs,  which  the  children 
of  Iftael  gave  to  the  Levites,  [  according  to  the  order  of  their  lots,  were  thefe; 

VARIOUS  READING. 

V*  54.  4  v.  64.  tranfpofed  hither.  See  the  note  below,  and  c.  R. 

BXPLAYATORY  KOTlt. 

V.  39.  Hit  kmfman,  lit.  bit  brother.  But  it  has  elfe-  V.  53,  For  the  continuation  of  this  genealogy,  tee 
where  been  remarked,  that  the  Hebrew  word  has  a  very  v.  0—15. 

wide  Gasification,  and  denotes  not  only  any  kinfman  or  re-  ^  V.  54.  The  text,  throughout  the  reft  of  this  chapter, 
kiioi],  but  any  companion,  aflboaie,  or  cotteague :  and  is  not  only  coufufcd,.  corrupted,  and  defe&re,  bnt  mifer- 
perhaps  this  ml  term  might  here  be  moil  proper.  ably  disjointed.  With  the  afG  fiance  of  JoftuiaJi,  forac  ne- 

V*  47.  It  l»  to  be  noted,  that  both  thefe  two  laft  gcuca-  ceflary  mafpofitions,  and  a  very  few  coneftione,  1  hare  tri¬ 
logies  feem  to  be  defe&tve,  a*  they  ate  traced  through  on-  devoured  to  reftore  it  to  order  and  intelligibility.  Sec  the 
ly  thirteen  genera  lions ;  whereas  the  genealogy  of  Heman  various  readings,  and  c.  r. 
reaches  to  twenty-one, 
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55  Of  the  Koathite  families  (for  theirs  was  the  j*  firft  lot),  the  children  of  Aaron 

65  \.  had  given  to  them,  by  lot,  out  of  the  tribes  of  the  children  of  Judab,  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Simeon,  and  of  the  children  of  Benjamin*  the  cities  hereafter  mentioned  : 

56  namely  ; — in  the  land  of  Judah,  Hebron,  with  its  furrounding  fubuiba — but  the 

57  fields  and  villages  of  that  city  were  given  to  Ghaleb  Ben-Jephuneh. — To  the  chit- 
den  of  Aaron  then  were  given,  out  of  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  of  Simeon,  Hebron, 
a  city  of  refuge,  with  its  fuburbs  ;  Libna,  with  its  fuburbs  ;  Jaihir,  with  its  fuburbs; 

58  Efhthemoa,  with  its  fuburbs ;  (]  Hilen,  with  its  fuburbs  j  Debir,  with  its  fuburbs ; 

59  Aflian,  with  its  fuburbs;  j”  Juta,  with  its  fuburbs;  |  and  Beth-fhcmefh,  with  ita 

60  fuburbs, — And,  out  rf  the  cities  of  the  tribe  of  Benj  am  in,  f  Gibeon,  with  its  fuburbs  5 1 
[)  Geba,  with  its  fuburbs  ;  ||  Alemeth,  with  its  fuburbs ;  and  Anathoth,  with  its 

61  fuburbs, — All  their  cities,  according  to  their  families,  were  thirteen  cities. — But  to 
the  reft  of  the  Koathite  families,  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  ten  cities  were  given,  by  lot, 
out  of  the  inheritance  of  f  the  tribes  of  Ephraim  and  Dan,  and  of  j  the  one  half-tribe 

66  of  Manafleh. —  4*  Out  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  they  had  given  to 

67  them  the  cities  j|  of  their  lot ;  |  Sichem,  a  city  of  refuge  in  Mount  Ephraim,  with 

68  its  fuburbs ;  Gezer,  with  its  fuburbs ;  8  Jokmeam,  with  its  fuburbs ;  and  Beth- 
boron,  with  its  fuburbs.*—  f  Out  of  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  Dan,  they  had 

69  Eltheka,  with  its  fuburbs ;  Gibethon,  with  its  fuburbs  ;  |  Ajalon,  with  its  fuburbs ; 

70  and  Gath-rimon,  with  its  fuburbs. — And,  out  of  the  inheritance  of  the  half-tribe 
of  Manafleh,  they  had  |j  Aner,  with  its  fuburbs  5  and  |  Bileatn,  with  its  fuburbs.— 
j-  All  thefe  cities  were  given  to  the  refidue  of  the  Kohathite  families,  ten  rides, 
with  their  fuburbs.  j 

62  4  To  the  children  of  Gershon,  according  to  their  families,  were  given  thirteen 
cities,  out  of  the  inheritances  of  the  tribes  of  Iflachar,  Aftier,  and  Naphthali,  and 

71  out  of  the  other  half-tribe  of  Manafleh. — Out  of  the  half-tribe  of  Manafleh,  the 
progeny  of  Gerihon  had  Golan  in  Balkan,  f  a  city  of  refuge,  j  with  its  fuburbs ; 

72  and  BrfA-Afluaroth,  with  its  fuburbs. — Out  of  the  trihe  of  Iflachar,  they  bad  ||  Ke- 

73  de(h,  with  its  fuburbs;  Daberath,  with  its  fuburbs;  |j  Ramoth,  with  its  fuburbs  j 

74  and  [|  Anem,  with  its  fuburbs. — Out  of  the  tribe  of  Aflier,  they  bad  Miflial,  with 

75  its  fuburbs ;  Abdon,  with  its  fuburbs  ;  ||  Hukok,  with  its  fuburbs  5  and  Rehob, 

various  readings. 

V.  55.  f  Supplied  from  mt.  and  Joftiuah  as.  10,  lb.  |  v.  65.  tranfpofed  hithet—V.  $8.  R  Helen  iri  Jofh.— 
V,  59.  f  Supplied  from  Jofli.  31.  16.— *V.  6a  f  Supplied  from  Jofh.  2i<  17.  lb.  \\  Gabrn  ia  Jofh. 
Ib.  ft  si.  Aimou.—  V.  61 ,  t  Supplied  from  Jofhuah,  V.  62.  is  to  be  found  after  v.j7o — +  Verfes  66 — 70  tranf- 
pofed  hither,  as  to  their  proper  place.  Comp.  Jofli.  31.  30—  a<5.— *V.66.  g  This  reading  is  that  of  one  ms. 
only  5  yet  I  am  perfuaded  it  is  the  true  one.  The  rest  have  of  their  boundaries.  See  c.  a.— V.  68.  jj  It 
is  Kibxatm  in  Jofh.  Ib.f  fupplied  from  Jofb.— V.  70.  fl  It  is  Thaanacb  in  Jolh.  lb.  ft  It  is  Bethfleon  m 
jolh.  See  c.  a.  Ib.  f  fupplied  from  Jofh.— V.  6a.  4- tranfpofed.— V.  71,  f  fupplied  from  Jofh.*— V.  73. 
ft  Kijhcn  in  Jofh.— V.  73.  H  Jarmutb  in  Jofh.  Ib.  J|  En-gamtn  in  Jofh. — V.  75.  ft  Helkath  in  Jofh. 
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with  Its  fuburbs. — Ajnd,  out  of  the  tribe  of  Naphthali,  they  had  Kedefh  in  Galilee,  76 
f  a  city  of  refuge,  |  : with  its  fuburbs  ;  (  Hamon,  with  its  fuburbs ;  and  ||  Kirja- 
thaim,  with  its  fuburbs* 

|  To  the  remainder  of  the  Levites ,  the  progeny  of  Merari,  were  given  twelve  63 
cities ;  out  of  the  ci&s  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  and  of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  and  of  the 
tribe  of  Zebu  Ion. — Out  of  tbe  cities  of  the  tribe  of  Zebulon,  the  progeny  of  Me-  77 
ran  had  given  to  them  ||  Rimon,  with  its  fuburbs  ;  Thabor,  with  its  fuburbs.  .  . 

.  .  .  «  .-—And,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Jordan,  over  againfl  Jericho ;  that  is,  78 

on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Jordan,  out  of  the  cities  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  they  had 
Bezer  in  tbe  wildemefs,  a  city  of  refuge^  with  its  fuburbs ;  Jahaza,  with  its  fuburbs ; 
Kcdemoth,  with  its  fuburbs;  and  Mephaath,  with  its  fuburbs. — And,  out  of  the  Jl 
cities  of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  they  had  Ramoth-in-Gilead,  a  city  of  refugey  with  its 
fuburbs ;  Mahanaim,  with  its  fuburbs ;  Helhbon,  with  its  fuburbs ;  and  Jazcr,  8i 
with  its  fuburbs. 

§  10.  Genealogy  from  Jjfachar . 

THE  fon8  of  Issachar  were  Tholah,  Phuah,  Jalhub,  and  SKimron  ;  four. —  1 

The  Tons  of  Tholah  were  Uzi,  Rcphaiah,  Jeriel,  Jafhmai,  Ibfam,  and  Samuel :  a 
thefe  were  patriarchal  chiefs,  from  Tholah,  valiant  men  in  their  generations,  whofe 
progeryy  in  the  days  of  David,  amounted  to  twenty  thoufand  and  fix  hundred 
men.— The  fon  of  Uzi  was  Izraiah ;  and  the  fons  of  Izraiah  were  Michael,  Oba-  3 
diah,  Joel,  and  Ifhiah  ;  five:  all  patriarchal  chiefs,  who,  according  to  their  genea-  4 
logies  and  paternal  kinfhips,  had,  m  tbe  days  of  David*  a  progeny  of  valiant  and 
warlike  bands,  to  the  amount  of  thirty-fix  thoufand :  for  thofe  patriarchal  chiefs 
had  many  wives  and  fons. — Their  brethren,  of  all  the  other  families  of  IfTachar,  5 
reckoned  according  to  their  genealogies,  were,  in  all,  eighty-feven  thoufand  valiant 
men. 

§  1 1.  Genealogy  from  Benjamin*  and  from  NapbtbalL 

THE  fons  of  Benjamin  were  Belah,  Becher,  and  Jediael;  three, — The  fons  f 
of  Bela  were  Ezbon,  Uzi,  Uziel,  jerimoth,  and  Iri;  five:  patriarchal  chiefs,  men 

of 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  76.  \  Supplied  from  Jolh.  Ib.  |]  Hamstb-dor  in  Joth.  Ib.  j|  Karian  in  Jofli.*— V.  63.  |  tranfpofed.— 
V.  77,  Q  Here  u  a  deficiency  of  two  dues;  and  even  the  two  that  are  named  differ  from  thofe  in  Jo 
fhuah }  where  the  four  cities  are  called  'Joktuam*  Kart  a,  Dimtta*  and  Naboial. 


SI.PLANAT  OH  NOTES. 

V.  78.  A  cite  cf  nfitg*.  Thefe  words,  both  here  and  remark  to  the  next  verfe. 
in  v.  80,  are  added,  from  Jofhuah*  and  very  probably  flood  Y.  5.  Tbtir  brethren  ;  i.  e.  the  progeay  of  Bbuab,  fa* 
oocc  in  the  text  here.  *  fhubt  and  Sbhnraa,  The  whole  number  is  143,600  ;  where- 

Ch.  viL  *er.  a.  Tbe  foot  of  TbdaL  Thefe  might  net  as,  in  the  ru  oiler  made  by  Mofea,  they  were  only  64,301. 
b<  bB,  or  any  of  them,  the  immediate  Tone  of  Tholah,  but  V.  6.  Here  we  have  a  genealogy  from  Benjamin ;  which 
might  be  defendants  in  any  other  degree.  Apply  this  u  not  only  confufed  and  corrupted,  like  feme  others,  but 
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of  great  valour ;  whofe  progeny,  in  tbt  days  of  David,  reckoned  according  to  their 

8  genealogies,  were  twenty-two  thousand  and  thirty-four,— -The  Ions  offiecher  were 
Zemirah,  Joaih,  Eliezer,  Eliooai,  Omri,  Jerimoth,  Abiah,  Anathoth,  and  Alameth ; 

9  all  thefe  were  fons  of  Becher ;  patriarchal  chiefs,  whq/£  progerry^  according  to  their 
genealogies,  amounted  to  twenty  thou&nd  and  two  hundred  valiant  men^m 

so  The  fon  of  Jediael  was  Bilhan  j  and  the  fons  of  Bilh&n  were  Jebufli,  Benjamin^ 
it  Ehud,  Chanaanah,  Zethan,  ThaHhifh,  and  AbUhahar :  all  thefe  were  fons  of  Je¬ 
diael  ;  patriarchal  chiefs,  wh efe  progeny  were  feveoteen  thoufand  and  two  hundred 
12  valiant,  warlike  men. — Shuphim  and  Huphim  were  the  fona  of  ||  Ir.— Hulhim 
was  the  foa  of  H  Aher, 

*3  Thb  fons  of  Naphthaw  were  Jahziel,  Guni,  Jezer,  and  Shalnm;  horn  of 
Bilha.  .  . . . . . 


$  I  Genealogy  from  Manajfeh ,  and  from  Ephraim. 

14  THE  fons  of  Manassch  were  Afliriel,  whom  his  |  Syrian  concubine  bore  to 

15  him;  and  Machir  Abi-Gflead,  whom  .  «  .  *  .  bore  to  him.  Macbir  took  for  a 
x6  wife  Maacha,  lifter  to  Huphim  and  Shuphim  * :  and  Maacha,  the  wife  of  Machir, 

bore  a  fon,  whom  (he  called  Pherdh :  and  the  name  of  his  brother  was  She* 
17  rcfti :  whole  fons  were  Ulam  and  Rakem,  The  fon  of  Ulam  was  Bedan. — Thefe 
ig  were  the  Gileadites,  the  defcendants  of  Machir,  the  fon  of  Manaffeh. — His  After 

19  Hamoleketh  bore  Hhod,  and  Ablezer,  and  Mahalah. — The  fonsofShemidah  were 
Ahian,  and  Shechem,  and  Amam, 

20  The  fon  of  Ephraim  was  Shuthelah ; — whole  fon  was  |j  Bered  J|  whofe  fon 

21  was  Thahath ;  | — whofe  fon  was  Eladah  ; — whofe  fon  was  ||  Thahath  ; — whofe  fon 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  VH.  ver.  7  2.  E  or  lri*  lb.  |j  Suppofcd  to  be  the  fame  with  Abiram , — V .  14.  |  Edomite >  2  uu.  which 
str.  and  ARAB,  fccm  to  favour.  See  c*  h. V*  >5.  *  And  tfo  fecond  war  Zalaphahadt  and  Zaiapbahad  had 
daughters.  How  this  fragment  got  in  here  it  is  impartible  to  fey  j  but  this  is  not  furely  It?  place:  nor  does 
it  appear  to  be  cotine&ed  with  any  part  of  the  genealogy.  Compare  Jofh.  18.3}  and  fee  c.R,— 
V.  20.  fl  This  feemi  to  be  the  fame  with  Etcher  in  Nura.  j  and  syr.  and  arab.  have  Becher  here.  See 
c-  jl.  lb.  |  Wanting  in  4  mss.  Ib.  [|  Aha/A,  svr.  Sooth,  sbp.  vat. 

imaitoki  ttoTit. 

totally  incoofiflent  with  that  in  the  next  chapter ;  and  defective,  bii  only  fon. 

partly  with  that  in  Gen.  46.  21;  and  Numb.  ad.  38. — I  V*  13.  Hoe  again  i§  a  ftrangc  chafm. 

ftrongly  fufpe&  that  the  genealogy  from  Dan  originally  V.  15.  Without  faying,  with  Le  CIctc,  that  the  mas 

flood here,  where  wr  naturaUy  lock  tor  it,  before  that  from  who  finds  no  corruption  here  muft  be  a  blockhead,  I  Huh 

Naphihali:  and  indeed  one  name,  at  ieaft,  belonging  to  coo  tent  myfelf  with  faying,  that  he  mutt  be  a  ft  rang 

Dan  iUU  remain*,  amidft  the  heap  of  confufion  that  fur-  ftidcicr  indeed  for  the  integrity  of  the  Hebrew  text.  Some 

rounds  it.  See  c.  a.  of  the  difordcr  I  have  removed  by  very  /light  alterations. 

V.  II.  Combining  the  three  fum*  together,  we  find  Sec  c,  B. 
them  ^9,434:  although,  fo  the  lime  of  the  Judges,  they  V.  19.  Shmidah.  Whofe  fon  Sbemidah  was  we  are 
had  been  reduced  to  ooq.  See  Jud.  ao.  47.  left  to  guefe,  Some  fappofe  him  to  be  the  fon  of  Gilead. 

V.  12.  Hafbim.  We  tears  from  Numb,  ad,  4a.  that  Hu  poftcrity  feem  to  bare  been  fettled  an  the  weft  fide  of 
Huihim  ms  the  fan  of  Dan ;  and,  if  the  text  the;e  be  not  the  Jordan,  and  to  have  computed  one  half  of  the  tribe. 
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was  Zabad  j — whofe  ifons  were  Shuthelah,  Ezer,  and  Eiead ;  who  were  flam  by  the 
men  of  Gath,  the  natives  of  that  land,  becaufe  they  came  to  take  away  their 
cattle. — Their  father  Ephraim  mourned  them  many  days :  but  his  brethren  22 
came  to  comfort  him  j  and  he  again  cohabited  with  his  wife,  who  conceived  and  23 
bore  a  fon>  whofe  name  |{  he  called  Beriah  [in  calamity ],  becaufe  his  houfe  was 
then  in  calamity ;  whofe  daughter,  Shera,  builded  the  nether  and  the  upper  Beth-  24 
horou,  and  Uzin-Shera.  His  fon  was  Rephah ; —  ||  whofe  fon  was  |  Rdheph ; —  45 
Whofe  fon  was  Thc&b ; — whofe  fon  was  Thahan ; — whofe  fon  was  Laadan ; — 
whofe  fon  was  Amihud  * — whofe  fon  was  Elifhamah ; — whofe  fon  was  Nun; —  27 
whofe  fon  was  Jofliuah. — Their  poffeffions  and  habitations  were  Bethel,  with  its  z8 
dependent  villages ;  and,  eaftward  of  Bethel^  J  Naaran  $  and,  weftward,  Gezer,  with 
its  dependent  villages :  alfo  Sichem,  with  its  dependent  villages,  as  far  as  )|  Gaza, 
and  its  dependent  villages.  And,  in  the  boundaries  of  the  children  of  Manafleh,  29 
were  Beth-Shean,  with  its  dependent  villages ;  Thanaach,  with  its  dependent  vil¬ 
lages  5  Megido,  with  its  dependent  villages  j  and  Dor,  with  its  dependent  villages..— 

In  thefe  (owns  and  villages  dwelled  the  children  of  Jofeph,  the  fon  of  IfraeL 

§  13.  Genealogy  from  After* 

THE  fens  of  Ashe*  were  Jimnah,  Ifliuah,  Ifluu,  and  Beriah.  Serah  was  their  30 
lifter.— The  fens  of  Beriah  were  Heber,  and  Malchiel  Abi-birzavith. — Heber  begot 
Japhlet,  and  Shomer,  and  Hotham ;  and  their  lifter  Shua. — -The  fens  of  Japhlet  33 
were  Phafach,  and  ||  Bamael,  and  Afhuath :  thefe  were  the  fens  of  Japhlet.— The  34. 
fens  of  Bhomeiy  jj  his  brother,  were  Roegah,  Jehubah,  and  Aram ;  and  the  fens  35 
of  his  brother  [|  Helem  were  Zophah,  Jimnah,  Shelilh,  and  Aamal. — The  fens  of  36 
Zophah  were  Suah,  and  Harnapher,  and  Shual,  and  Beri,  and  Imrah,  and  Rezer,  37 
and  Hod,  and  Shamah,  and  Shilfhah,  and  }  Jether,  and  Beerab. — The  fens  of  38 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  23.  \JtXi  4  MS9-  with  syr.  and  chald. — V.  25.  fl  So  10  mss.  The  rest,  and.  Sec  c.  It.-— V.  28.  j]  al  Noa- 
rath.  lb.  ||  A  great  number  of  mss.  and  printed  editions  have  A  job .  See  c.  Rh— V.  33 .  |j  Chamnel,  yulg.  and 
I  MS.  perhaps  2.  Sec  C.  r.— V.  34.  R  So  I  render,  by  disjoining  a  letter  from  the  beginning  of  one  word 
and  adding  It  to  the  preceding  word.  Others  make  the  words  bit  brother  a  proper  name,  A  hi,  as  if  he 
were  one  of  Shomer’s  Cons.  See  c.  r.— V.  35.  fl  The  fame,  1  believe,  with  Hotham  of  v.  32* — V,  37. 

Q  al.  Jethran. 

|ZIt>»iTOU  NOTBB- 

V.  >1.  Betauft  they  aam  to  take  a<ax?y  thdr  cattle .  Thia  Ephraim*  See  C.  a. 
expedition,  according  to  the  Chaldee  oaraphraft,  happened  V,  14.  Wbcft  daughter,  &c.  Not  probably  his  imme. 
thirty  jtm  before  the  departure  of  the  Ifiaetite*  from  dote  daughter,  but  feme  notable  fenuie  of  hia  progeny, 
Egypt.  They  were  accompanied,  according  to  the  lame  who  repaired  or  fortified  the  dries  here  mentioned.  See 
parKphraft,  with  a  great  army.  C.  R, 

V.  *2*  Their  father}  u  c.  il  this  genealogy  be  juft,  their  V.  29.  la  the  hotmdarus  ;  not  by  the  boundaries:  which 

progenitor  fix  degrees  back :  a  thing  not  year  probable,  makes  the  reader  Imagine  that  the  towns  after  mentioned 
But  faeh  w  the  jumble  of  names  in  the  whole  chapter,  that  belonged  to  the  tribe  of  Ephraim  j  whereas  they  belonged 
one  would  imagine  they  had  been  thrown  together  by  to  the  Manaffitcs.  Compare  Joft*  jJ*  ri« 
chance*  Zahsd  Arnold  probably  be  read  hoe  inftead  of 
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39  Jether  were  Jephuneh,  Phifphah,  and  Arab.— The  Tone  of  |j  Olah  were  Arah,  and 

40  Haiuel,  and  Reziah. — All  thefe  were  the  defcendants  of  After,  patriarchal  and 
principal  chiefs ;  men  of  fmgular  valour,*  wh ofe  pofterity  when  reckoned,  in  )be 
days  of  David,  amounted  to  twenty-fix  thouland  warlike  men* 

$  14.  Another  Gtntdogy  fnm  Benjamin, 

I  BENJAMIN  begot  Bel  ah,  his  firft-born  ;  Aflibel,  the  fecond;  Aharah,  the 

*  third;  Nohah,  the  fourth;  and  Raphah,  the  fifth. — The  fons  of*  Belah  yysre 
4  ||  Adar,  and  Gerab,  and  AbihucL — The  fins  of  Abihttd  were  Abifhuab,  Naaman, 

|  j)  AKiah,  Gerah,  |  Shephupam,  and  Huram:  thefe  were  the  fons  of  |j  Abihud, 

7  patriarchal  chiefe  of  the  inhabitants  of  Geba,  whom  Naaman,  Ahiah,  and  Gerah, 
removed  to  Manahalb.  Gerah,  who  removed  them,  begot  Uzah,  Ahihud,  juid 

8  Saharaim. — Saharmm,  after  difintfiiog  his  two  Jsrfi  wives,  Huftiim  and  Baara, 

9  begot,  in  the  land  of  Moab,  of  his  wife  Hodefha,  thefe  fons ;  Job  ah,  and  Zibiah, 

10  and  Meihah,  and  Malcham,  and  Jeuz,  and  Shachiah,  and  Mirmah :  thefe  his  fons 

I I  were  patriarchal  chiefs. — Of  Huflrim  he  had  begotten  A  bitub  and  Elphaal. — The 
fons  of  Elphaal  were  |j  Eber,  and  Mifham,  and  |j  Shamed ;  who  builded  Ono,  and 

15  Lod,  with  its  dependent  villages ;  alfo  Beriah  and  Shemah,  who  were  patriarchal 
chiefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ajalon ;  whence  they  drove  the  inhabitants  of  Gath, — * 
5 i  Ahloh,  Shafhak,  Jerimoth,  Zebediah,  Arad,  Ader,  Michael,  Ifphah,  and  Johab, 
5}  were  the  fons  of  Beriah. — Zebadiah,  Meftmlam,  Hezdri,  Heber,  Uhmerai,  Jezliah, 

11  and  Jobab,  were  the  fons  of  Elphaal. — Jakim,  Zichri,  Zabdi,  Elienai,  Zilthai, 
*’  Eliel,  Adaiah,  Beraiah,  and  Shimrath,  were  the  fons  of  |  Shemah.— Hhphan, 

Heber,  Eliel,  Abdon,  Zichri,  Hanan,  Hananiah,  Elam,  Anthothiah,  Iphedaiah, 
l*  and  Phennel,  were  the  fons  of  Shafhak. — ShamCherai,  Shehariah,  Athaliah,  Jare- 

28  £hiah,  EHah,  and  Zichri,  were  the  fons  of  Jerobam. — Thefe,  according  to  their 

29  genealogies,  were  patriarchal  chiefe ;  chiefs  who  dwelled  at  Jerufalem. — At  Gi- 

beon 

VARIOUS  READING!. 

V-  39.  H  For  Ohth  I  believe  we  flumld  read  Arah,  and  for  Arah  Olah.  See  c.  R.—  CH.  VUI.  vex*  3.  ft  al.  Arad* 

_ V.  4.  jl  Jhodb* — V.$.  al.  S  Shupham,  and  Shepbupham. — V.  6.  U  al.  Ebud.  See  C.  b. — V.  ix.  \\  Ehtd* 

lb,  [J  al.  Shamer. — V,  21.  H  al.  Sbimi. 

IIPLAIRTOIY  VOTES. 

Ch.  viii.  On  compiring  this  genealogy  with  that  in  the  V.  7.  Gerah*  evha  removed  than,  i.  e.  He  was  at  the  head 
faft  chapter,  and  with  thofe  in  Geueiu  and  Numbers,  one  of  this  colony.  Some  think,  that  not  Gerah,  but  Ahihud 
m  loft  id  a  labyrinth,  without  a  due  to  get  oat.  By  or  Ebod,  is  here  to  be  underftood. 

taking  tone  liule  liberties  with  the  test  to  this  chapter,  t  V.  12.  Who  balded  Ono  fie*  repaired  if  /  or  perhaps 
think  I  haw  it  more  dear  aod  confift  cut.  This  will  better,  peopled  it for  he  was  not  the  founder  of  Ono. 

I  know  by  Tome  be  deemed  temerity  5  but  this  I  muft  have  V.  lb.  The  fow  /  i.  «.  the  defoeodants ;  for  many  of 
dene,  or  made  my  author  fpcak  noufede.  The  few  addi-  thefe  bred,  moil  probaHy,  in  the  days  of  David, 
tiona  ere  in  Italic:  and  the  variations  from  the  prefent  rer-  V.  28.  Who  dwelled  al  Jerufalem,  Jerusalem  was  com* 

fioa  gre  jollified  in  C.  a.  poled  of  Judahttcs,  Levites,  and  Bcnjamijutcs  j  befufes,  no 

27C  Nua  doubt. 
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betfn  dwelled  f  Jehtel  Abi-Gibeon,  whofe  wife's  name  Was  Maacha. — His  fans  30 
were  Abdon,  his  firft*bom ;  and  Zur,  and  Kiih,  and  Baal,  and  Nadab,  f  and  Ner,  | 
and  Gedor,  and  Abio,  and  Zachariah,  f  and  Miklotb.  [  And  Mikloth  begot  ]l 
||  Shimeah.  Thefe  laft  alfo  dwelled  with  their  brethren  at  Jerufalem,  contiguous 
to  their  brethren. 

*  Ner  begot  KLfli ; — Kilh  begot  Jonathan,  and  Malchi(huah,.and  Aminadab,  and  33 
||  IlhbaeU — The  fon  of  Jonathan  was  ||  Meribaal :  and  Merihaal  begot  Michah. —  34 
The  Tons  of  Michah  were  Phithan,  and  Melech,  and  Thareah,  and  Ahaz, — Ahaz  ” 
begot  ||  Joiadah Joiadah  begot  Alemeth,  Azamoth,  and  ZhnrL-— Zirari  begot 
Mozah. — Mozah  begot  fl  Bineah :  whofe  Ion  was  ||  Rephaiah ;  whofe  fon  was  37 
Eteafah  j  whofe  fon  was  AzeL — Azel  had  fix  fons,  whofe  names  were  thefe ;  Az-  38 
rikam,  |  Bochettt,  Ifmael,  Sheraiah,  Obadiah,  Hanan.  All  thefe  were  fons  of 
Azel.— The  fons  of  Ehefc,  his  brother,  were  Ulam,  his  fifft-bom ;  Jeufli,  the  39 
fecond ;  Eliphalet,  the  third. — The  fons  of  Ulam  were  moft  valiant  men,  and  had  40 
many  fons,  and  grand-fons  j  an  hundred  and  fifty.-  ■  All  thefe  were  the  progeny 
Of  Benjamin. 

Thus  were  all  the  Ifraelites  reckoned  by  genealogies ;  and,  lo  1  thefe  were found  1 
written  in  the  regifters  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael  and  Judah  j  when  rAr  Judabha  were. 

On  account  of  their  tranfgreffions,  removed  to  Babylon. 

§  15.  75k  firjl  who  rtmbabitcd  the  Land  of  Judea  after  the  Captivity;  and  particularly 

theft  who  refided at  Jerufalenu 

NOW  the  firft  who,  after  the  captivity,  dwelled  again  in  their  own  poflelfions,  4 
and  in  Jj  their  own  cities :  Ifraelites,  |  priefts,  Levites,  and  Nethanites,  were  thefe. — 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  29.  t  Added  from  ch.  9.  3J*— V.  30.  f  See  c.  *-V.  31.  f  from  ch.p.  37.— V.32.  0  al.  Shimtanu — 

V.  33.I  al.  IJbbeJbftb, — V.  34.  f  al.  Mtphlbcfbttb. — V.  36.  |  aL  Jadah'  and  JaraJL — V.  37.  ||  aL  Chintab. 
lb.  Q  al.  Rqbah. — V.  38.  |  Ut  prJUvTn,  sep.  ;  and  fo  the  Hebrew  word  may  be  rendered :  bat  then  a 
name  is  wanting  v  atilefs  with  the  fame  «EK  we  read  Jfob  after  Harua.  See  c.  R. — CH.  IX.  vet.  4.  jj  the 
atm  qf  Jfracl3  were  lb*,  sep.  and  1  ms.  j  and  indeed  I  know  not  if  this  be  not  the  true  reading.  See  c.  R. 

IXHAVItOIT  NOTES. 

doubt,  the  chiefs  of  other  tribes  who  oceaftonaily  refided  word  Ifrachtuy  or  //rad,  moft  be  undcrifcood  of  the  people 
there,  before  the  divifion  of  the  kingdom*.  of  the  other  tnbes,  as  diftmguifhcd  from  the  tribe  of  Leri. 

V.  19*  I  have  here  incorporated  the  tea  laft  rtrfea  of  Bat  fee  the  tu.  riaiw  and  c.  a. 
ch.  ix.  which  are  indeed  A  mere  fepetitiod,  with  fi not  bet*  lb.  J/aBrnket,  Thefe  ate,  not  improbably,  foppofed  to 

tar  rtriow  reading!,  as -marked  abow.  be,  I  ft.  The  G&comtea  who  were  condemned  by  Jofliuah 

Clufab  ter.  I.  The  word*  in  Italics  were,  I  fafped,  lo  be  i*awv  of  wad  and  dratvtrt  of  •amttr.  atOy,  All  the 
originally  m  the  teat.  At  any  nte,  they  feefe  necesaty  remains  of  the  Ttrioas  tribes  of  Chaaaanitea,  which  were 
to  reconcile  the  text  with  ltfrif.  For  the  reft,  this  warfe  by  Solomon  made  a  fiat  of  public  Have*.  Compare  jofh. 
evidently  belongs  to  the  laft  chapter.  See  c.  tu  9.  37.  and  x  Kings,  9.  n 

V,  4.  IfrtUiiiti,  If  the  text  be  hire  uocorrapted,  the 
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Firf  Inhabitant,  I  CHRONICLES.  IX..  afkrtb*  Captroily. 

3  At  Jerufalem  dwelled,  of  the  children  of  Judah,  and,  of  the  children  of  Benja¬ 
min,  and  of  the  children  of  Ephraim  and  Manafleh,  the  following  perjbrutgts, — Of 

4  the  progeny  of  Fharez  the  fon  of  Judah,  Uthai  the  fon  of  Anuhud,  the  fon  of 

3  Omri,  the  fon  of  Imri,  the  fon  of  Bani.  And,  of  the  Shllonites,  Afiah  (die  firftv 

6  born)  and  his  fons.  And,  of  the  progeny  of  Zerah,  JeueL  Thefe,  and  their 
brethren,  were  fix  hundred  and  ninety. 

7  Op  the  children  of  Benjamin,  Shalu  the  fon  of  Melhulam,  the  fon  of  Oduiah, 

8  the  fon  of  Afeauah ;  Ibniah  the  fon  of  Jeroham  5  |(  Elah  the  fon  of  TJzi,l  die  foa 
of  Michri ;  and  Meftiulam  the  fon  of  Shephathkh,  the  fon  of  Reuel,  the  fon  of 

9  Ibniah;  Tbefe,  and  their  brethren,  according  to  their  kmfhips,  were  nine  hundred 
and  forty-fix.  All  thefe  men  were  patriarchal  chiefs.  ......... 

II  Of  the  priefts,  were  Jedaiah,  and  Joiarib,  and  Jachifi,  and  ||  Azariah  (the  fon 
of  Hilfciah,  the  fon  of  Mefhulam,  the  fon  of  Zadok,  the  fon  of  Meraioth,  the  foa 

i a  of  Ahitub),  ruler  of  the  houfe  of  God,  and  ||  Adaiah  (the  fon  of  Jeroham,  the 
fon  of  Phafhur,  the  fon  of  Malachiah),  and  |)  Maa  filial  (the  (on  of  Adid,  the  fon 
of  Jazcrah,  the  fon  of  Mefhulam,  the  fon  of  Melhilemith,  the  fon  of  Imer) — 

13  tbefe  patriarchal  chiefs,  and  their  brethren,  were  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fixty :  all  moft  able,  aflive  men,  in  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  of  God, 

14  Of  the  Levites,  of  the  progeny  of  Merari,  were  Shemaiah  (the  fon  of  Hafhub, 

15  the  fon  of  Azrikatn,  the  fon  of  Hafhabiah,  and  Bakbakar,  and  Herefh,  and  Gala  I, 

16  and  Mathaftiah  (the  fon  of  Michah,  the  fon  of  ||  Zichri,  the  fon  of  Afaph)  and 
Obadiah  (the  fon  of  Shemaiah,  the  fob  of  G&lal,  the  fob  of  Jeduthin),  and  Bara- 
chiah  (the  £bn  of  ||  Afah,  the  fon  of  Elkanah),  who  dwelled  in  the  fuburbs  of 

17  N'etop hath.— And  the  door-keepers  of  the  temple  were  Shalum  (their  chief),  and 

18  Akub,  and  Thalman,  and  Ahiman,  with  their  brethren  :  and,  at  the  royal,  or  eaft- 
ern  gate,  Adnah.  Thefe  Were  the  door-keepers,  according  to  the  fixt  Ration*  of 

19  the  children  of  Levi,  For  Shalum  (the  fon  of  Koreh,  the  fon  of  Ebiafaph,  the 

VARIOUS  HEADING  S. 

V.  B.  n  Thefe  art  th w  Jims  of  Usa,  feveral  Mas.  With  sep.  But  this  feems  an  iticonfiftent  reading.  See  c.  a.— 
V.  U.  U  al.  Sbrtauii^'V.  12.  |  al.  Jizatiab*  lb*  Q  at  Macjbiab  and  Atoajbsfei. — V .  15.  ||  at  Zibdi, — 

V.  16.  fl  at  Afaph. 


tmiKATOU  MOTES. 

V,  3.  Of  tht  cbildrm  of  Benjamin,  dec.  The  tribe  of  V.  IK  Ruler  of  the  houfe  of  Goa,  i.  e.  Under  the  high- 
BenjanuD  had  always  followed  the  fate  of  the  Judahite# :  prieft  Jdtuah.  See  Ezra,  3.  8. 

and  it  would  appear  from  this  p  allege,  that  fume  of  the  V.  15.  And  Herefb.  Some  make  this  an  appeUatm 
tribe#  of  Ephraim  and  MwudTfch  had  adhered  or  come  over  noun,  and  lender  the  carpenter.  See  c.  n. 
to  the  houfe  of  David,  after  the  feparatkm  6f  the  lea  V.  »6.  A  At  fnburhi  of  Ntmphath.  A  chy  in  the  tribe 
tribes.  of  Judah,  not  far  from  Bethlehem,  where  the  predcoeffoa# 

V.  9.  Here  feem  to  he  waiting  the  name#  of  the  chief#  of  Baraehiah  probably  tefided. 
of  Ephraim  and  Manaffeh.  V.  1 8.  And  at  the  royal,  or  eafhm  sale.  At hah,  Ace.  I 

V.  10 — it.  The  lift  in  Nehemiah  differs  confiderably  have  chcfen,  with  Houbigant,  to  make  a  proper  ratmfc  o£ 
from  that  here*  and  I  fce  no  pollibflity  of  reconciling  them.  Adnah,  rather  than  traaflatc  with  our  common  verfioa : 
Comp.  Nchcm.  it.  za — 19,  and  the  critical  remark#  on  u>ho  hiAtrto  in  the  hitfs gatt,  4tc.  Which  I  cofcfetf*  I  do  not 
that  place.  underftand,  See  c.  a. 
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fon  of  Kora h),  and  His  brethren  of  the  fame  family,  the  Korahites,  had,  fir  their 
jbare ,  in  the  work  of  miniftry,  the  keeping  of  the  gates  of  the  temple ;  as  their 
forefathers  had  been  the  keepers  of  the  entry  of  the  tabernacle ,  during  the  encamp* 
ments  of  the  Lord  j  when  Phinehas  Ben-Eleazar  was  ||  ruler  over  them  (In  pall  20 
times),  by  the  favour  of  the  Lord  ;  and  when  Zachariah  Ben-Mefhelamiah  was  21 
keeper  of  the  door  of  the  convention-tent. 

All  thofe,  chofen  to  be  door-keepers,  were  two  hundred  and  twelve.  They  were  22 
genealogically  reckoned,  according  to  their  refidences,  and  as  David,  and  Samuel, 
the  feer,  had  appointed  their  forefathers  in  their  refpefttve  trails :  fo  that  they,  and  23 
their  children,  Ihould  have  the  overlight  of  the  gates  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  or 
the  tabernacle,  by  alternate  wards.  At  the  four  tides  of  the  temple  wert  the  four  door-  14 
keepers  pojled ;  toward  the  eaft,  the  well,  the  north,  and  the  fouth :  and  their  25 
brethren,  in  the  villages,  were,  every  feventh  day,  to  be  with  them,  by  turns ;  for  26 
thefe  Levites  were  under  the  trull  of  thofe  four  principal  door-keepers ;  who  had 
afo  the  care  of  the  ftore-rooms  and  treafuries  of  the  houfe  of  God.  They,  there-  27 
fore,  lodged  around  the  houfe  of  God  ;  becaufe  they  had  the  charge  of  it  j  and  the 
opening  of  it  every  day  belonged  to  them. — Some  of  them  had  the  charge  of  the  28 
utenlils  of  miniftry,  which  they  were  to  bring  in  and  out  by  tale :  and  fame  of  them  29 
were  appointed  to  have  the  care  of  the  veffels,  and  all  the  utenlils  of  the  fan&uary, 
and  the  tine  flour,  and  the  wine,  and  the  oil,  and  the  frankincenfe,  and  the  fpicea : 
but  they  were  Tons  of  priells  who  made  the  aromatic  ointment. — And  Mathathiah,  \l 
one  of  the  Levites  (who  was  the  firft-bom  of  Shalum,  the  Korahite),  had  the  trull 
of  fuch  things  as  were  done  in  frying-pans. — And  others  of  their  brethren,  of  the  32 
progeny  of  Koatb,  had  the  charge  of  arranging  the  prefence-  bread,  and  of  preparing 
it  every  fabbath, — Now,  thefe  guardians  of  the  temple  (patriarchal  chiefs  of  the  Le-  33 
vites)  were  lodged  in  the  by-chambers  of  the  temple ;  becaufe,  day  and  night,  there 
was  employment  for  them  *. 


VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  20.  fl  Ruler  over  them,  before  the  Lord  t  and,  with  him,  Zachariah ,  SEP.  VULG.  and  I  MS.  And,  indeed, 
this  ia  a  moft  planfible  reading.  The  prefent  text  is  uncouth  and  harih,  and  requires  fome  licence  to 
make  a  meaning  out  of  it.  Some  would  render  die  verfe  thus ;  when  Phinehas  Bm~EJeaxar  ( the  Lord  be 
with  him  )  toot  in  pqf  timet  ruler  over  them.  But  this  froella  of  modern  Rabbinifm.  See  c.  a — V.  33.  *  The 
lad  ten  verfes  of  this  chapter  are  to  be  found  in  ch.  8.  29—40.  Sec  the  note  on  that  place. 


muiUToiT  torn 


V.  19.  During  the  encampment*  of  the  Lord,  L  c.  wberevtr 
the  tabernacle  waa  placed  *  before  the  building  of  the  temple. 

V.  ao.  I  have  found  great  difficulty'  in  rendering  the 
latter  part  of  this  verfe :  and  I  am  not  fore  but  the  vanons 
reading  above  it  the  better  one.  Sec  c.  t. 

.  V.  at.  I  think  this  verfe  evidently  bdongeth  to  verfestp 
and  30,  and  to  be  under&ood  thus :  That  when  Phinehas 
wu  nder  over  the  door-keepers  of  the  tabernacle,  Zacha- 
.riah  had,  under  him,  the  particular  care  of  the  door  of  the 
convention  tent.  See  c.  a* 


V.  23.  At  David,  fie.  The  meaning  ie,  that  the  fame 
arrangement  of  the  fereral  Levities!  families  was  now  ob- 
f erred  as  bad  been  formerly  ordained  by  David  and  Samuel. 

V.  33.  In  traTiflatmg  this  verfe  1  bare  followed  the  read¬ 
ing  of  the  Syriac.  The  prefect  text,  and  the  other  veifionj, 
have  Jingeri  iaftead  of  gaardumts  and  die  whole  is  thus  awk¬ 
wardly  and  unccuthly  rendered  in  our  public  verfion ;  And 
thefe  are  the jtngtrt,  thief  if  the  father t  of  the  Levitu  ;  who, 
remaining  i«  the  chamber t,  were  free:  for  they  evert  empleyti 
in  that  work  day  and  night, 

8  §  1 6. 
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5  1 6.  Rifeary  of  the  Defeat  and  Death  of  Saul,  the  fife  King  of  IfraeL  Comp. 

i  Sara.  xxxL* 

i  NOW  the  Phfliftines  fought  againft  the  Ifraelites :  when  the  men  of  Ifrael  fled 
a  from  before  the  PhiliftiQes,  and  lay  flaughtered  on  Mount-Gilboa,  And  the  Phili- 
{lines  prefled  hard  upon  Saul,  and  upon  his  fons ;  and  fkw  Jonathan,  Abinadab, 
3  and  Malchifhuah,  the  fons  of  Saul*  Againft  Saul  alfo  the  battle  was  hard ;  for  the 
*  bow-men  had  hit  him  ;  and  by  the  bow-men  he  was  forely  wounded.  So  Saul 
faid  to  his  armour-bearer :  u  Draw  thy  fword,  and  thruft  me  through  with  it ;  left 
**  thefe  uncircumdfed Pbiiifemet  come,  and  infult  over  me”  But  his  armour-bearer 
would  not ;  being  greatly  afraid :  fo  Saul  took  the  fword,  and  rufhed  upon  it,  and 

5  died,  When  his  armour-bearer  faw  that  Saul  was  dead,  he  too  rufhed  upon  hia 

6  fword,  and  died  ft*  Thus  Saul  and  his  three  fons,  |  and  al!  his  houfe,  died  to- 

7  gether.  | — When  all  the  men  of  Ifrael,  who  dwelled  in  |J  the  valley,  faw  that  thofe 
who  were  with  Saui  had  fled,  and  that  Saul  and  his  fons  were  dead,  they  too  fled, 
deferting  their  cities ;  and  the  Phfliftines  came  and  dwelled  in  them* 

8  On  the  morrow  afUr  the  battle,  when  the  PhiUftines  came  to  (trip  the  flam,  and 

9  found  Saul  and  his  three  fons  fallen  on  Mount-Gilboa ;  they  flapped  him,  and 
took  his  head  and  his  armour,  and  fent  them  about  through  the  land  of  the 

10  Phfliftines;  to  announce  U  at  their  god-houfes,  and  among  the  people. — His 
armour  they  placed  in  one  of  their  god-houfes ;  and  his  head  they  ffuck  up  in  the 
temple  of  Dagon ;  f  and  his  body  they  hung  up  by  the  walls  of  Beth-fhean. — 

1 1  But,  when  t  the  inhabitants  of  |  Jabefb-Gilead  learned  what  the  PhilifUnes  had 
is  done  to  Saul,  all  the  valiant  men  fet  out ;  and,  travelling  aU  the  night 9  took  away  the 

body  of  Saul,  and  the  bodies  of  his  fons,  and  brought  them  to  Jabefli ;  and  their 
bones  they  buried  under  a  tamarifk  tree,  by  Jabelh ;  and  failed  feven  days. 

13  Thus  died  Saul,  on  account  of  his  tranfgreflion,  which  he  committed  againft  the 
Lord  ;  both  by  not  obferving  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  by  confulting  a  necro- 

V  A  R  IOCS  READ  I  N  G  S. 

CH.  X.  ter.  3.  #  with  turn,  arsu  ARAB,  and  p.  p« — V.6.  |  and  Us  armour- barer,  and  alt  Us  mm,  eEed  that  day, 
together,  str.  with  r.  p-  and  partly  arab.  and  1  M8.  Sec  c.  R- — V.  7.  B  m  the  other  Jtde  of,  m.  and  p.  p. — 
v.  8.  t  chaid.  str.  ARAB,  with  p.  p.  and  I  MS.— V.  10.  +  AYR.  and  p.  p.  I  Sam.  31;  ia— V,  n.  f  sip. 

STB*  ARAB,  with  i  ui.  and  p.  p.  Child.  and  yulg.  hare,  equivalently,  the  men  af.  Set  c.  R. 

KXFLiN  A  TO  RT  ROTE  1. 

Ch.  x.  Henceforward  the  hiftory  is,  In  general,  the  lame  fafbionabk  cry,  inmmadm,  prevailed  Over  fade  and  rofon. 
with  that  already  related,  beginning  at  the  tail  chapter  of  For  the  reft,  the  explanatory  notes  and  critical  remark*,  be- 
the  firit  Book  of  Samuel,  and  ending  with  the  fectrad  Book  longing  to  the  former  narration,  are  almoft  all  applicable 
of  Kings.  It  was  once  my  intention  to  print  both  oar-  to  this,  and  therefore  need  not  be  repeated, 
noonsio  two  oppofite  columns :  and  I  now  regret  that  I  V.io.  In  me  if  thdr  fuUoxfa  f  namely,  in  the  temple 
did  not  follow  that  plan.  But  the  dread  of  that  then  of  Aihtharotb.  Sec  i  bam.  31.  xo. 
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mancer,  inftead  of  donfulting  the  Lord.  Therefore  was  he  (lain;  and  the  king-  14 
(hip  devolved  to  Dayid,  the  fon  of  Khai. 

§  17.  David,  made  King  of  Ifraei ,  taketb  paJfejfiQn  of  Jervfalem, 

ALL  the  Ifraelites  now  aflembied  about  David,  at  Hebron,  faying :  “  Lo !  we  1 
“  are  thine  own  bone,  and  thine  owa  flefh.  Even  in  times  paft,  when  Saul  was 
**  king,  it  was  thou  who  leddeft  the  Ifraelites  out  to  battle,  and  back  from  battle .  a 
u  The  Lord,  thy  God*  had  alfo  faid  to  thee  t  1  Thou  (halt  he  the  (hepherd  and 
“  ruler  over  my  people  the  Ifraelites,’  **-— Thus  came  all  the  elders  of  Ifraei  unto  3 
Hebron,  to  the  king  i  and  +  King  David  ’made  a  covenant  with  them  before  the 
Lord  :  and  they  anointed  David  king  over  Ifraei,  according  to  the  appointment  of 
the  Lord,  by  the  mediation  of  Samuel, 

Then  David  and  all  the  Ifraelites  went  to  Jerufalem,  which  mas  then  called  4 
Jebus  j  and  in  which  the  Jebufites,  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  land,  fill  dwelled. 
Thofc  inhabitants  of  Jebus  faid  to  David  i  w  In  hither  thou  (halt  not  come,” —  5 

David,  however,  took  the  citadel  of  Zion  j  which'  is  fill  called  the  city  of  David. 
Now  David  had  faid :  44  Whofoever  (hall,  the  firft,  finite  .the  Jebufites,  he  (hall  be  6 
“  chief  captain.”  So  Joab  Beo-Zeruia,  being  the  firft  who  went  up  to  finite  them , 
was  made  chief  captain, — David  now  dwelled  in  the  citadel  of  Zion,  which  was  7 
therefore  called  the  city  of  David.  He  rebuilded  the  city  round  about,  from  Milo :  8 

but  the  reft  of  the  [|  city  Joab  had  fpared.  And  David  continued  growing  greater  9 
and  greater,  for  the  Lord  was  with  him. 

§  1 8.  Catalogue  of  David's  Worthies.  Comp.  2  Sam.  cb.  xxiii.  8. 

NOW  thefe  are  the  principal  worthies  who  belonged  to  David  j  who,  with  all  10 
the  Ifraelites,  fupported  him  in  his  royalty,  fo  as  to  make  him  reign  over  Ifraei,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  appointment  of  the  Lord. — This  is  the  catalogue  of  the  worthies  1 1 
who  belonged  to  David. 

||  Jashobeam  Ben-Hachmoni  was  the  chief  of  the  JirJl  three.  He,  at  onetime, 
brandifhing  his  fpear,  broke  through  ||  three  hundred  men.— Next  to  him,  and  one  xz 
of  the  three  fifl  worthies,  was 


VARIOUS  READING  t> 

CH.  XL  ver.  3.  f  set.  str.  and  1  ms. — V.  8.  @  ptopb,  5  mss.  and  perhaps  this  is  the  better  reading. 
Sec  c.  V .  ij.  0  al.  Jofb&-Ufbebcth.  Ib.  U  tight*  a  Sam.  23.  8. 

IIFLAKATOIY  BOTI. 

Ch.  X.  w.  8.  But  the  ref  ^  the  ciiy<  This  comma  has  citadel,  and  fared  the  reft.  The  Hebrew  word  never 
ghca  gnat  trouble  to  coamcBtHpra.  1  tlual  the  mean-  figmfit*  to  repair*  or  rebuild.  See  e.'t, 
lag  is  dear.  Josh  only  £note  the  Jebufites  who  were  in  the 
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13  Eleazar  Ben-Dodo,  an  Ahohite,  He  was  with  David  at  Phas-d&mim ;  t  where, 
the  Philiftines  being  aflembled  to  battle,  and  the  men  of  Ifrael  giving  wa y,,  he 
refilled  and  fmote  the  Philiftines,  until  his  hand  (which  had  ftuck  to  the  fword) 
was  weary:  and,  by  him,  that  day,  the  Lord  wrought  a  great  deliverance:  the 
people  only  followed  him  to  the  fpoil, — Next  to  him,  was 
Shamah  Ben-Agah,  an  Hararite  ;  who,  j  when  the  Philiftines  were  aflembled  at 
Lehi  (where  a  fpot  of  ground  waa  foil  of  barley),  and  when  the  people  were 

»4  fleeing  from  the  Philiftines,  placed  himfdf  in  the  midft  of  that  fpot,  an£  refcued 
it,  and  fmote  the  Philiftines  :  thus,  by  him ,  the  Lord  wrought  a  great  deliverance. 

15  These  Jtrft  three,  of  the  thirty,  had  gone  down  to  David,  unto  the  rock,  at  the 
cave  of  Adulam  j  when  the  hoft  of  the  Philiftines  were  encamped  in  the  vale  of 

*6  Rephaim.  Now,  when  David  was  in  that  ftrong  hold  (a  gaixifbu  of  .Philiftines 

17  being  then  pofted  at  Beth-lehem),  David  longed  and  faid:  **  Who  will  give  me  a 
“  draught  of  water  from  the  well  of  Beth-lehem,  that  is  by  the  city -g&tt  V  On 

18  which,  thofe  three  worthies  broke  through  the  hoft  of  the  Philiftines ;  and,  having 
drawn  water  out  of  the  well  of  Beth-lehem,  that  was  by  the  city- gate,  they  took 
and  brought  it  to  David.  David,  however,  would  drink  none  of  it}  but  poured  it 

19  out,  as  a  libation,  to  the  Lord*  For  he  laid  :  “  My  God  preferve  me  from  doing 
“  fuch  a  thing  !  Shall  I  drink  the  life-blood  of  thefe  men  ;  who  have  brought  it  at 
u  the  rifk  of  their  lives  F*  So  he  would  not  drink  it, — Such  deeds  did  thofe  three 
worthies. — Next  to  them  was 

«o  Abishai,  the  brother  of  Joab,  the  chief  of  the  fecond  three.  For  he,  brandifh- 

ai  ing  his  fpear,  broke  through  three  hundred  men  ;  and  hence  had  a  name  among  the 
fecond  three  :  Of  the  fecond  three  he  was  more  honourable  than  two,  and  was  their 
chief:  yet  he  came  not  up  to  the  former  three. — Next  to  him  was  * 

22  Benaiah  Ben-Joiadah  (the  fon  of  a  wealthy  man  of  Kabzed),  great  in  ex¬ 
ploits.  He  flew  two  large  lions  of  Moab.  He,  alfo,  in  the  time  of  fnow,  went 

43  down  and  flew  another  lion  in  a  pit.  He,  moreover,  flew  an  eminent  Egyptian, 
five  cubits  high :  and  although  the  Egyptian  had  a  fpear  in  his  hand,  like  a  weaver’s 
beam,  he  went  up  to  him  with  a  ftafF ;  and,  pulling  the  fpear  out  of  the  Egyptian’s 

24  hand,  flew  him  with  his  own  fpear.  Such  deeds  did  Benaiah  Ben*Joiadah; 

25  and  hence  had  a  name  among  the  fecond  three.  He  was  more  honourable  than 
the  following  thirty  :  but  he  came  not  up  to  the  frfl  three. — Him  David  made  his 
own  adjutant. 

26  The  other  worthies  of  the  army  were 
As  A  el,  Joab’s  brother. 

VARIOUS  READINGS, 

V.  13.  f  All  this  is  added  from  Samuel  j  and  is  ablblutdy  neceflary  to  connect  and  reconcile  the  text 
See  c,  R« — V.  21.  »  One  of  the  fecond  ternary  of  worthies  feema  here  to  be  wanting.  So?  the  note  on 

2  Sam.  13.  19. 
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Elhanan  Ben-Dodo,  of  Beth-Iehera. 

|  Shamoth,  an  Harodite.  *7 

f  Elikah,  an  Harodite.  | 

Helez,  a  PhelomCe, 

I  r  ah  Ben-Ikefh,  a  Thekoite.  a3 

AbiEzer,  an  Anathotbite. 

Sibchai,  an  Hufhathite.  a? 

J  Ilai,  an  Ahohite. 

Maharai,  a  Netophathite.  30 

He  LED  Ben-BaanaTi,  a  N  etophatbite. 

It'hat  Ben-Ribai,  of  Gibea-of-Benj aiftm.  31 

BbJtaiah,  a  Pbirkthomte. 

HurAi,  of  Nahal-gaafh.  3a 

|  Abi-^L,  an  Aftathite. 

J  AzmAVbth,  a  Barhumite.  33 

Eli  A  bah,  a  Sfia&lb&nite. 

***Ben-Haflietn,  a  Gizonite.  34 

JoKAthAH  8  Ben-Shageh,  a  Hararite. 

Ah'iam  Ben-Shaehar,  an  Arante*  35 

(|  ELiptfAL  Ben-Ur. 

J  Hep  h  EH,  a  Mecherathite.  3s 

AHiAh,  B.  Phdonite. 

J  HezrO,  a  Chfmelite.  37 

Naarai  Ben-Azbai. 

Joel  j|  Ahi-Natban.  38 

||  Mibhar  Ben-Agati. 

Zele  k,  an  Ammonite.  39 

NAHARAij'a  Berothite,  armoiir-'beafer'to  Joab  Ben-Zeruia. 

la  ah,  an  Ithnte.  40 

‘GArbb,  an  Ithtite. 

Uriah,  arTHetbUe.  41 

jj  ZaB'al  Btn^Ahfai. 

ADiNAH'Ben-Shizah,  a  Reubenue ;  and  the  chief  of  thirty  Reubenites.  42 

Han  an  Ben-Maachah.  43 

Joshaphat,  a  Mitbnite. 

VARIOUS  BEi^INCS. 


V.  27. 1  al»  Sbemab,  lb*  fProm  Sam.  23.  25. — V,  79.  fl  al.  Zatmen,—i V.  32.  ||  al*  Abi-clbon, — V .  33.  al. 
Armcth)  ax  Armavctb. — V.  34.  (  al.  Ben~$binutab* — V.  35*  B  al*  Effphafet  Ben-Ahajbai* — V .  35  and. 36.  ||  In-* 
Read  ofthde  two  names,  Samuel  has  only  Elidm  Ben-Ahkhpbol,  a  Maackathnte,— V .  37.  [j  aL  HezraL~ 
V.  38.  D  al*  Bei&Katk ui*.  IK  H  Samuel  bag  Banubt  a  Gadite, — V.41.  The  names  from  this  to  the  end 

of  the  chajJterare  not  in  Samuel* 
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44  XJziah,  an  Aihtfiexathue. 

Shamah  and  Jehiel,  the  fons  of  Hothan,  an  Aroerite. 

45  Jedaiel  Ben-Shimri,  and  his  brother  Jo  hah,  Thizites. 

46  Eliel,  a  Mahavite. 

Jeuibai,  and  Josh  avia  H,  the  fons  of  Elnaam, 

Ithmah,  a  Moabite. 

47  Eliel,  Obed,  and  JaphJel,  Mefobaites. 

§  19#  Another  Catalogue  of  David* s  Juft  AJfodatis. 

1  THESE  are  they  who  came  to  David,  unto  Ziklag;  where  he  had  fhut  himfelf 
up,  becaufe  of  Saul  Ben-Kifh:  and  were  among  his  valiant  auxiliaries  in  t^hp  war. 

2  Op  the  Benjaminites,  Saul’s  own  brethren,  were  the  following  mpn  armed  with 
bows ;  who  could  throw  ftones  from  the  Jlingy  or  arrows  from  the  bow,  either 

3  with  the  right  hand  or  the  left. — Ahiezer,  (who  was  the  chief)  and  Joafh,  both 
fons  of  Shemaah,  Gibeathites  5 — Jeziel  and  Phelet,  fons  of  Azmaveth  5— Bera- 

4  chah ; — Jehu,  an  Anthothite; — -Bhmaiah,  a  Gibeonite,  the  moft  valiant  of  thirty, 

and  over  thirty ; — Jeremiah  ; — Jahaziel  5 — Johanau  Jozabad,  a  Gederathite; — 

5  Eluzai  ;—Jerimoth  j^Bealiah  ^hemariah  i^Shephathiah,  an  Haruphite  } — 

6  Elkanah,  and  Jefliiab;  and  Azareel,  and  Joezer,  and  Jaihobeam,  Korahites 

7  Joelah,  and  Zebadiah,  fons  of  Jerobam,  of  Gedor# 

8  Of  the  Gadites,  there  came  over  to  David,  unto  the  ftrong  hold  in  the  wilder- 
nefs  of  Judah,  the  following  valiant  and  warlike  men  .;  expert  in  the  ufe  of  Afield 
and  lance  ;  in  afpe£fc  like  lions  ;  and  fwift,  as  the  antelopes  upon  the  mountains  : 

fc  Ezer,  the  firft  ; — Obadiah,  the  fecond  ; — Eliab,  the  third; — Mifhmanah,  the 
[l  fourth  ; — Jeremiah,  the  fifth  ; — Athai,  the  fixth  ; — Eliel,  the (eventh  j — Johanan, 

13  the  eighth  ^Elzahad,  the  ninth; — Jeremiah,  the  tenth  Machbanai,  the 

14  eleventh.  Thefe  Gadites  were  captains  of  the  hoft:  the  leaft  of  them  commanded 

15  ad  hundred,  the-greateft  a  thoufand  men.  Thefe  are  they  who,  in  the  firft  month, 
crofted  the  Jordan,  when  it  had  overflowed  all  its  banks,  and  [|  inundated  all  the 
valleys;  both  on  the  eaft  fide  and  on  the  weft, 

16  Now,  when  the  children  of  Benjamin  and  of  Judah  jirft  came  tO-Dawd  unto  the 

17  ftrong* hold ;  -David- went  out  tomeet  them,.  and  addrefied  them,  and  faid  to  them : 
44  If  ye  come  peaceably  to  mine  afliftance,  mine  heart  fhall  be  one  with  yours: 

but  if  ye  come  to  betray  me  to  mine  enemies,  although  I  have  done  no  wrong, 

18  M  may  the  God  of  our  forefathers  fee,  and  reprove  jycwr  dejignl"  Then  Amafai, 
the  chief  of  |]  thofe  captains,  with  emotion  exclaimed ;  “  Thine  we  are,  O  David ! 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CII  XII.  ycr*  15.  S  S  one  ms.  only.  TheRE-vr,  ihey  put  ta  jli&hty  jaijf.it  related  to  the, men. ;  not  to  '  the 
liver.  I  am  fully  convinced,  however,  tl  at  the  other  is  the  true  original  reading.  See.  C.  R.— V.  r8.  y  aL 

tf  the  thirty.  See  C..  R. 
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M  thine  own  people,  fon  of  Ifhai !  Luck,  luck  to  thee ;  and  luck  to  thine  abettors  : 
w  for  thy  Gob  aififteth  thee.” — On  this  David  received  them,  and  made  them 
captains  of  bands. 

Some  of  the  Maiiaflites  had  alfo  joined  David,  when  he  went  to  battle  againft  19 
Saul,  with  the  Philiftiues ;  whom,  however,  he  aided  not.  For  the  lords  of  the 
Philiftines,  on  deliberation,  difmiflfed  him;  faying:  “  He  will  make  peace  with 
his  mafter  Saul,  at  the  price  of  our  heads.” — On  his  returning,  then,  to  Ziklag,  26 
the  following  Manaflites  joined  him  :  Adnah  ; — Jozabad  j — Jed  Lae  1 ; — Michael ; — 
another  Jozabad  ; — EUhu  ; — and  Zilthai ;  captains  of  thoufanda,  among  the  Ma- 
naffites.  They  affifled  David  againft  the  hordes  of  Amalekites :  for  they  were  all  at 
valiant  men,  and  captains  in  the  hoft. — Thus,  day  by  day,  there  came  to  David  22 
auxiliaries ;  until  they  became  a  great  hoft. 

§  IQ.  The  armed  Troops  that  came  to  Davidy  unto  Hebron^  from  the  different  Tribes^ 

to  make  him  King  of  all  IfraeL 

THESE  are  the  numbers  of  the  armed  bands,  ready  for  war,  who  came  to  Da-  a$ 
vid,  unto  Hebron,  to  transfer  the  kingdom  of  Saul  to  him,  according  to  the  word 
of  the  Lokd. 

Op  the  children  of  Judah,  there  were  fix  thoufand  and  eight  hundred,  armed  with  24 
fhieldand  lance,  and  ready  for  war. 

Op  the  children  of  Simeon,  feven  thoufand  and  one  hundred  valiant,  warlike  25 
men. 

Op  the  children  of  Levi,  four  thoufand  and  fix  hundred*  The  leader  of  the  if 
Aaronitea  was  Joiadah  ;  who  had  with  him  three  thoufand  and  feven  hundred : 
with  Zadok,  a  youth  of  great  valour;  and  twenty-two  chiefs  of  his  paternal  28 
houfe. 

Op  the  children  of  Benjamin,  the  brethren  of  Saul,  three  thoufand  only;  29 
for  as  yet  the  greater  part  of  them  favoured  the  houfe  of  Saul. 

Of  the  children  of  Ephraim,  twenty  thoufand  and  eight  hundred,  valiant  men ;  30 
men  of  note,  in  their  paternal  houfea. 

Of  the  half-tribe  of  Manaffeh,  eighteen  thoufand  were  nominated,  to  come  to  31 
make  David  king. 

Of  the  children  of  Iflachar,  two  hundred  chiefs,  intelligent,  judicious  men,  who  32 
knew  what,  according  to  the  times,  was  fitting  for  Ifrael  to  do ;  and  had  all  their 
brethren  at  command. 


IXPLAltATOKY  HOTB. 

V.  This  baa  been  fuppofed  to  be  a  moft  difficult  that  they  had  prudence  to  fee  what,  at  this  cODjufidturty 
pafiage,  and  Came  iuterpreter*  imagine  that  the  know-  was  fiueft  to  be  done,  for  the  public  good:  which  I  hare 
ledge  box  aferibed  to  the  ISacharite  chiefs  ta  the  know-  tried  to  exprdfl  in  my  verfion  j  without  Xbllicitiog  the  teat, 
ledge  of  aftrooomy.  I  bclirvc  it  means  no  more  than  Set  c.  a. 
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33  Of  the  children  of  Zabulon,  fifty  thoufand  warriors,  expert  in  the  ufe  of  all 
warlike  weapons,  and  Who  eolifted  without  duplicity. 

34  Of  the  children  t^Naphthali,  a  thoufand  captains,  and  with  them  thirty^feven, 
thou  land  men,  armed  with  fhield  and  lance. 

35  Op  the  Danites,  twenty-eight  thoufand  and  fix  hundred  expert  warriours. 

36  Of  the  Afherites,  forty  thoufand  trained  and  expert  warriours. 

37  Of  the  Reubehites,  Gadites,  and  the  other  half-tribe  of  Manafleh,  beyond  the 
Jordan,  an  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  armed  with  all  forts  of  warlike  weapons, 
fit  for  battle. 

38  All  thefe  trained  warriours  came  with  a  fincere  difpafiribn  unto  Hebron,  to  make 
David  king  over  all  Ifrael.  The  reft  of  the  Hraelites  were,  Hkewife,  alt  of  one 
mind  to  make  David  king. 

39  They  were,  there,  with  David  three  days,  eating  and  drinking.  For  their  bre- 

40  thren  had  prepared  vifiuals  for  them.  And  their  next  neighbours,  as  far  ar  the 
tribes  of  Iffachar,  and  Zabulon,  and  Naphthali,  had  brought  eatables,  on  a  fifes,  and 
on  mules,  and  on  oxen :  meal,  caked  figs,  and  bunches  of  raifins ;  with  wine  and  ' 
oil ;  and  herds  and  flocks,  in  abundance.  For  great  was  die  joy  in  IfraeL 

§  ai»  The  Ark  of  the  Covenant  brought  from  Kirjathfearim . 

\  DAVID,  having  fift  coufulted  with  the  captains  of  thoufands,  and  of  hun- 

1  dreds  j  with  every  leading  man :  faid  to  the  whole  aflembly  of  ffraelites :  u  If  it 
c‘  feem  good  to  you,  &xid  if  it  pleafe  the  Lord,  out  God  j  let  us  inftantly  fend 
M  a  meflage  to  all  the  reft  of  our  brethren,  throughout  the  whole  land  of  Ifrael ; 
“  and  let  them,  together  with  the  priefts  and  Levites,  which  are  in  their  refpeftive 

3  u  cities  or  fuburbs,  aflemble  about  us:  and  let  us  bring  hither  the  ark  of  our 

4  "  God :  for,  in  the  days  of  Saul,  we  confulted  not  the  Lard,  at  it"  The  whole 
aflembly  agreed,  that  this  fbould  be  done :  for  the  thing  Teemed  right  in  the  eyes 

5  of  all  the  people.  So  David  convened  all  the  Ifraelites,  from  Sihor  of  Egypt,  unto 

6  the  entrance  of  Hamath,  to  bring  the  ark  of  j|  God  from  Kiijath-jearirn.  Then 
David,  with  all  thofe  Ifraelites,  went  to  Baala,  (that  is,  Kirjath-jearlm)  which 
belonged  to  Judah,  to  bring  thence  the  ark  of  the  Lord-God  ;  at  which  was  ufed 

7  to  be  invoked  tbe  name  of  the  Lord,  refiding  between  the  cherubs.  The  ark 
they  placed  upon  a  new  cart,  and  brought  it  from  the  houfe  of  Aminadab ;  Uzah 

8  and  ||  his  brothers,  (  tbe  ferns  of  Aminadab ,  conducing  the  cart :  while  David  and 
all  the  Ifraelites  played  and  fang,  with  all  their  might,  before  the  Lord  3  on  harps, 

various  readings. 

CH.  YITL  ver.  5.  0  the  La&oi  str.  and  4  mss. — V.  7,  H  Others  render  Abia,  making  it  a  proper  name. 

IXHiUTOir  IOTI. 

V.  33.  Without  dvplmfy  i  lit.  vntbout  a  kart*  and  a  heart.  It  0x07  aUb  mean  aaaumevfy, 
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add  pfalteries,  and  tabolirs,  and  cymbals  and  trumpets.  But  when  they  came  to  the  9 
threlhing-floor  of  ||  C^idon,  the  oxen  flatting,  Uzah  put  forth  his  hand,  to  lay 
hold  of  the  ark  :  wheft  the  Lord  was  fo  incenfed  againft  Uzah,  for  having  laid  io 
his  hand  upon  the  ark,  that  he  fmote  him  on  the  fpot ;  and  there  he  died,  before 
God.  David  was  now  grieved,  becaufe  the  Lord  had  flrucken  Uzah:  and  the  it 
place  is  called  Pherez-Uzah  ( the JlrikmgofUzab)  unto  this  day.  David  was,  that  12 
day,  afraid  of  God,  and  faid :  M  How  can  I  bring  home  with  me  the  ark  of 
**  God  So  David  brought  not  the  ark  to  his  own  home,  to  the  city  of  David  ;  13 
but  carried  it  afide  into  the  houfe  of  Obed-edom,  a  Gathite. — Now  the  ark  re-  14 
tnained,  in  the  houfe  of  Obed-edom,  three  months :  and  the  Lord  blefled  the 
houfe  of  Obed-edom,  and  all  that  belonged  to  him. 

§  22.  The  Prof  per ity  of  David*  s  Reign,  &c. 

NOW  Hiratn,  king  of  Tyre,  Tent  meffengers  to  David,  with  cedar  trees,  and  1 
ihafons,  afnd  carpenters ;  to  build  a  houfe  for  him* — And  when  David  perceived,  a 
that  the  Lord  had  eftabKfhed  him  king  over  l£rael ;  and  had  exalted  his  king¬ 
dom,  for  the  fake  of  his  people,  the  lfradites ;  he  took  more  wives,  at  Jerufo-  3 
lem  ;  and  begot  more  fons  and  daughters.  Thefe  are  the  names  of  thofe  fons,  4 
who  were  bom  to  him  in  Jerufalem :  Shamuah,  and  Shobab,  and  Nathan,  and 
Solomon,  and  lbhar,  and  Ehftmah,  and  (j  Ellphalet,  and  Nogah  j,  and  Ne-  | 
pheg,  and  Japhkh,  and  Elilhamah,  and  ||  Eltadah,  and  Eliphalet.  7 

When  the  Philiftines  heard,  that  David  had  been  anointed  king  over  all  Ifraelj  8 
they  all  came  up..to  fearch  for  David:  which  when  David  learned,  he  went  out 
againft  them.  The  Philiftines  had  now  come,  and  fpread  themfelves  in  the  vale  9 
of  Rephaim  ;  when  David  confulted  ||  God,  laying:  u  Shall  I  go  out  againft  the  10 
w  Philiftines  V*  The  Lord  anfwered:  “  Go  out,  for  I  will  deliver  them  into  thine 
**  hands’*  So  |  David  went  out  |  to  Baal-pherazim ;  and  David  having  there  ftnitten  1 1 
them,  he  laid:  w  |  God  hath  broken  mine  enemies  before  me,  like  a  broken 
4*  water-dam”  Hence  the  name  of  the  place  was  called  Baal-pherazim  \the-Baal- 
pf'  (be  broken\  for  there  they  left  their  idols  ;  which  David  ordered  to  be  burned  12 
with  fire. 

Again  the  Philiftines  came  up,  and  fpread  themfelves  in  the  vale  f  of  ,Ra-  13 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  9,  H  Nacben  in  Samuel — CH.  XlV.  ver.  3,  ||  wanting  in  p,  p.  a  Sam.  5-15.  .  ^See .  c;  V.  7.  |j  Tbe 
prtfcnt  T2XT  has  Bee&adsh,  and  fo  chalq,  and  vulg.  but  &£p;  str.  aras.  and  p.  p.  2  Sam.  5.  16.  hare 
Mliodab ,  which  I.  think  the  true  reading.  Sec  c.  R- — V.  10.  })  the  Lord,  child,  syr.  vulg.— *V.  11.  fi  So 
bsp.  SYR.  ARAB,  with  at  leaft  I  MS.  and  p.  p.  2  Sam.  5.  20.  The  REST,  they  came  up,  that  in,  the  Phi- 
liltines.  See  c.  a.  Ib.  J1  the  Load,  child,  str,  s*p  :  c.  and  2  mss. — V.  13.  f  sep.  syr.  ahab. 

with  1  us.  and  p.  p.  2  Sam.  5.  2a. 

-  IIHAMiTOIT  NOTE. 

Ch.  *iv.‘  Ter.8,  He  ewsf  cut  again/l  them.  Comp,  a  Sam.  citadel ;  and  went  not  cut  againft  the  Phil&ioea,  untd  he 
3. 17.  where  wt  learn  that  he  at  foil  retired  to  the  had  canfulted  the  Lord. 
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14  phaimj.  And  David  confulted  J  God;  who*fiid:^  u  Thou  fhriiMiot  go  out  to 
u  meet  them ;  but  make  a  circuit  behind  them,  and  come  upon  them  by  the  mul- 

15  u  berry  trees :  and  when  thou  {halt  hear  the  found  of  a  motion  among  the  tops  of 
u  the  mul-berry  trees,  then  {halt  thou  advance  to  battle:  for  then  g  Gob  will  have 

16  u  gone  forth  before  to  finite  the  hoft  of  the  Philiffiines.”  David  did  as  ]|  GdB 
had  commanded  him ;  and  die  Philrftines  were  {mitten  from  1|  Gibeon  to  Gazer.— r 

17  Thus  was  the  feme  of  David  fpread  over  all  the  neighbouring  lands :  and  the  Lons 
made  all  the  nations  afraid  of  him. 

§  23.  ‘The  Ark  brought  to  Jerufalem ,  from  the  Houfs  of  Obcd-edortu 

1  WHEN  David  made  for  himfelf  apartments  in  the  city  of  David;  he  alfo  pre- 

2  pared  a  place  for  the  ark  of  fl  God,  and  erected  for  it  a  pavilion, — Then  David 
faid ;  u  By  Levites  only  fliould  the  ark  of  ||  God  Ik  carried :  for  them  hath  |  the 
“  Lord  |  chofen  to  carry  the  ark  of  God;  and  to  mioifter  to  him  for  ev6r«”—- 

3  David,  therefore,  having  affembled  at  Jerufalem  all  the  Ifraelites,  to  bring  the  ark  of 

4  the  Lord  to  its  proper  place,  which  he  had  prepared  for  it ;  convoked  the  children 

5  of  Aaron,  and  the  other  Levites  2— of.  the  progeny  of  Koath,  -Uriel,  the  chie£  add 

6  his  brethren,  an  hundred  and  twenty:— of  the  progeny  of  Merari,  Afaiah,  the 

7  chief,  and  his  brethren,  two  hundred  and  twenty:— of  the  progeny  of  Gerfhom, 

8  Joel,  the  chief,  and  his  brethren,  two  hundred : — of  the  progeny  of  Elzaphan, 

9  Shematah,  the  chief,  and  his  brethren,  two  hundred  of  the-  progeny  of  He- 

10  bron,  Eliel,  the  chief,  and  his  brethren,  eighty;— and  of  the  progeny  of  Uriel, 
Aminadab,  the  chief,  and  his  brethren,  an  hundred  and  twelve. 

11  David,  then,  having  called  together  the  Ag-^-priefts,  Zadok  and  Abiathar ;  and 

12  the  Levites  Uriel,  Afaiah,  Joel,  Shemaiah,  Eliel  and  Aminadab;  faid  to  them: 
u  Ye  are  die  patriarchal  chiefs  of  the  Levites  :  faultily  yourfelves,  ye  .and  your 
11  brethren;  that  ye  may  bring  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  unto 

13  “f  the  place  which  1 1  have*  prepared  for  it ;  for  becaufe  ye  did  not,  the  former  time, 
«  curry  it ,  the  Lord,  our  God,  made  a  breach  among  us ;  becaufe  we  fought  hiqa 

14  u  not,  according  to- the  rite.” — So  the  priefts  and  the  Levites  fanftified  themfelves, 

15  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael :  that  the 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  14.  f  the  LOJUh  CHALD-  STB..  ARAB. — V,  15.  |  tbf  LORD,  HTR. — -V.  1 6.  jj  tl*  LqJUD>  8TR.  CHILD. 

lb.  fl  al.  Gibe*- — CH.  XV.  ver.  i-  fl/*/  Lord,  chald.  syr.  arab. — V.  2.1  tht  Lord,  str.  chald.  and 

6.  mss,  lb.  a  God,  6  hsb.  and  fome  printed  copies.  See  c,  r. — V.  12.  f  chald.  btr.  ailab.  vulg.  and 

4  mss.  See  c,  r. 

imAKATOKY  ROT  I  S. 

CH.  it.  -ver.:  a.  By  Levka  8c c.  This  was  the  Koatbhei.  EIzapHan  tpuft  have  been  a;  diftingnil^ed  per. 

command  of  Mofea ;  which  bad  been  ocgie&ed  before,  in  fonj.  as  He  n  here  named  before  Hu  father  Upid,  and  his 

•  traofporUog  the  ark  from  X  irjath-jearim.  unde  Htbrxm.  Comp.  Esod-  6.  i8,  aa. 

V.  8.  Of  tbefnstnj  <rf  £kopbt w.  A  branch  of  the 

*87 


children 
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tip  t a  Jcrufairm. . 


children  o£  Levi  migh^:,  on  their  own  (houlders,  carry  the  ark  of  God,  on  Its 
poles ;  as  Mofes  had  commanded,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

David  had  alio  ordered  the  chiefs  of  the  Levites  to  appoint  fuch  of  their  bre-  16 
thren  as  were  (killed  n>uficians,  to  raife  a  joyous  fymphony  ;  on  lutes,  harps,  and 
high-founding  cymbals.  And  thofe  Levites  appointed  Heman  Ben-Joel;  and,  17 
of  his  brethren,  Afaph  Ben-Barachiah  of  tbe  progeny  of  Koatb.  And  their  bre¬ 
thren  of  the  progeny  of  Merari,  Ethan  Bcn-Kufoaiah.  With  thefo  were  their  18 
brethren  of  the  fecoad  degree,  Zachariah  Ben-*  *  *  and  Jaziel,  and  Shemira- 
tnoth,  and  Jehiel,  and  Uni,  and  Eliab,  and  Benaiah,  and  Maaihiah,  and  Matha- 
thiah,  and  Elipheleh,  and  IWikantah;  and  Obed-edom  and  Jctel^ur,  the  door¬ 
keepers. 

The  muficians,  Heman,  Afaph  and  Ethan  were  to  play  on  high-founding  cym-  19 
bale  of  brafs Zachariah,  Jaziel,  Shemiramoth,  Jeiel,  Uni,  Eliab,  Benaiah,  ao 
Maalhiah,  and  Benaiah,  on  foft-founding  lutes: — and  Mathathiah,  Elipheleh,  21 
Mikaniah,  Ohed-edom,  Jeiel,  and  Azazlah  on  harps  of  eight  firings,  to  complete 
the  barmorty.— Ghananiah,  chief  of  the  Levites,  had  the  dire&ion  of  the  carriage  of  22 
tbe  ark  becaufe  he  was  expert :  and  Barachiah  and  Elkanah  were  door-keepers  of  93 
the  ark. — The  priefts,  Shebaniah,  Jofhaphat,  Nathanael,  Amafhai,  Zachariah,  24 
Benaiah,  and  Eleazar  were  to  blow  with  trumpets  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord  : 
and  Obed-edom  and  Jehiah  were  door-keepers  of  the  aik. 

Thus  David,  and  the  elders  of  Ifrad,  and  the  captains  of  thou  lands,  went  to  25 
bring  up,  with  rejoicing,  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  from  the  houfe  of 
Obed-edom, —  ||  God  being  now  favourable  to  the  Levites,  who  carried  the  ark  of  96 
the  covenant  of  the  Lord;  they  daughtered  feven  bulls  and  feven  rams;  while  97 
David  clothed  with  a  muflln  robe  (and  having  moreover  a  difthwStive  mantle), 
with  all  the  Levites  who  carried  the  ark ;  and  the  muficians,  and  Chananiah  who 
had  the  charge  of  the  carriage ;  and  all  the  Ifraelites,  brought  up  the  ark  of  the  28 
covenant  of  the  Lord,  with  Ihouting,  and  with  the  found  of  cornets,  and  trum¬ 
pets,  and  high-founding  cymbals,  and  lutes,  and  harps. — Now,  when  the  ark  of  29 
the  covenant  of  the  Lord  was  entering  into  the  city  of  David,  Michal,  the  daugh- 


VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  18.  *  asp.  here  adds  Axrab  t  which  is  fuppofed  not  improbably  to  .be  the  Azazlah  of  v.  21 »  See  c.  », 

V.  26. 1  tbe  Lord,  syb. 


CXPtiANATOKY  sots*. 


V.  18.  The  doardueperr,  L  e.  The  two  laft  mentioned, 
Obed~Bdom  andyiae/,  were  not  only  muficuns ;  but  aifo,  in 
conjunction  with  Barachtab  and  flfftaraA,  door-keeper*  of 
the  parfliorij  that  contained  the  ark.  Comp.  v.  x±. 

V.  12.  In  tendering  thia  Terfe  I  follow  the  Chaldee  pa. 


raphraft  j  who  ha*  alone.  I  think,  understood  hi*  original. 
The  other  interpreter*  a take  Chananiah  the  diro&or  of  the 


mnfic  j  or,  a*  we  fky,  the  leader  of  the  band  i  a  meaning 
which  the  Hebrew  am  hardly,  if  at  all,  bear.  See  c.  s, 
V.  36.  God  being  *#w  favourable.  He  did  not  now 
make  a  breach  among  them,  as  before;  becaufc  every¬ 
thing  was  done  according  to  the  rite.  Comp.  eh.  ly,  10. 

V.  »y.  A  dt/8a8ivc  month r,  i.  e.  no  doubt  a  badge  of 
royalty  j  k  a  uncertain  of  what  competed.  See  c.  a, 

a88  ter 


Pfahn  eaapoffd  by  David,  I  CHRONICLES.  XVI.  ob  thit  Ouafon* 


ter  of  Saul,  looking  out  at  a  window,  and  feeing  king  David,  dancing  and  play¬ 
ing  before  tbc  ark ;  (he  defpifed  him  in  her  heart. 

\  WHEN  they  had  brought  in  the  ark  of  God,  and  placed  it  in  the  midft  of  the 
pavilion,  which  David  had  reared  for  it  5  they  offered  holocaufts  and  euchariftic 
a  fecrifices,  before  the  Lord.  And  when  David' had  completed  the  offering  of 
holocaufts  and  euchariftic  facrifices,  he  bleffed  the  people  in  the  name  of  the 

3  Lord  ;  and  to  every  Ifraelite,  whether  man  or  woman,  he  gave  a  cake  of  bread, 
a  piece  of  roaft  meat,  and  a  flitter  # 

4  He  then  appointed  certain  Le vires  to  mimffer  before  the  ark  ;  to  invoke,  to 
$  thank,  and*  to  praife  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael.  Of  tbtfc  Afaph  was  the 

chief;  and  his  fecond  was  Zachariah,  Then  Jelel  and  Shemiramoth,  and  Je~ 
hiel,  and  Mathathiah,  and  Eliab  and  Benaiah  and  Obed-edom. — Jeiel  and  bis  cm- 
f  any  played  on  lutes  and  on  harps:  but  Afaph  and  bis  company  on  loud-founding 
6  cymbals:  while  the  priefts,  Benaiah  and  Zachariah,  were  conftantly,  with  trum¬ 
pets,  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord. 

§  24.  Davids  JsrJl  Pfaim^  compofed  on  ibis  Occafon . 

that  day  David  firft  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Afaph  and  his  brethren  tins 
of  thaokfgiving  to  the  Lord. 

Give  thanks  to  the  Lord;  invoke  his  name : 

Make  his  doings  known,  among  the  nations. 

Sing  to  him:  pfalmodize  to  turn : 

Rehearfe  all  his  wondrous  works. 

Glory,  glory  in  bis  holy  name : 

Be  joyful  the  hearts,  of  thofe  who  feek  the  Lord. 

Seek  the  Lord,  and  ||  his  power :  J 
Seek,  continually,  his  prefence. 

Call  to  mind  the  wonders,  he  hath  wrought  j 
His  prodigies,  and  the  judgments  of  his  mouth. 

Ye  feed  of  ||  Abraham,  his  fervant ; 

Ye  children  of  Jacob,  his  chofen*one ! 

He,  the  Lord,  is  our  God  ; 

Who  judgeth  the  whole  earth. 

VARIOUS  READINGS, 

CH.  XVI.  vex.  3,  *  And  all  the  people  went  to  their  own  hornet,  SYR.  A  Rah.  and  P«  p.  2  Sam.  6.  19, — V.  1 1. 
jj  le jlrenghmed,  sep.  See  C-  R. — V.  13.  |]  The  prefent  TEXT  has  ifrael  t  but  svsu  ARAB,  and  2  Mss.  with 
p.  p.  Ff.  105.  have  Abraham,  which  I  am  convinced  is  the  genuine  reading 

EXPLANATORY  S  0  T  E. 

Cb.  x«L  vcr.  8.  The  firft  part  of  this  thaokfeiTing,  teen  verfea  of  Pfalm  i  )j;  which  foe.  The  remaining'  part 
that  is,  to  y.  ai  wdu£«rly,  is  the  fame  with  the  firft  fif-  '  is  nearly  the  fame  with  Halm  96. 
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|  He  hith  remembered  J  his  perpetual  covenant,  15 

Injoinei  to  the  tboufandth  generation  : 

His  covbmt  which  he  made  with  Abraham ;  i§ 

And  Ini  oath,  wbkb  be  gave  to  Ifaac : 

Which  he  confirmed  to  Jacob,  a*  a  flatute  ;  17 

To  Ifrael,  for  a  perpetual  covenant— laying  i  *8 

“  To  thee  I  will  give  the  land  of  Chanaan, 

“  For  the  Jot  of  thine  inheritance 

When  yet  J  they  were  few  in  number,  19 

Very  few,  and  ftrangers,  there. 

When  they  went  from  nation,  to  nation ;  20 

And  from  one  kingdom,  to  another  people : 

He  fufleied  no  man  to  do  them  wrong ;  ai 

Nay,  kings  he  reproved  for  their  lake. 

“  Touch  not,  /aid  hey  mine  anointed :  22 

w  And  to  my  prophets  do  no  harm.” 

Sing  to  the  Lord  ;  all  the  earth !  23 

Announce,  from  day  to  day,  his  laving  power. 

Among  the  nations,  declare  his  glory  y  24 

Among  every  people,  his  wondrous  works. 

For  great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  praifed :  25 

Tremendous  is  he,  above  all  gods. 

For  all  the  gods  of  the  nations  are  idols  :  26 

But  J  the  Lord  j  made  the  heavens. 

Majefty  and  fplendor  are  in  his  prefence  5  a 7 

Power  and  gladnefs  in  his  abode  ! 

Render  to  the  Lord,  ye  tribes  of  people  l  aS 

Render  to  the  Lord  glory  and  power : 

Render  to  the  Lord  the  glory,  due  to  his  name.  29 


Bring  a  donative,  and  come  before  him : 

Worlhip  the  Lord,  J  with  holy  decency.  J 

Tremble,  before  him,  all  the  earth  !  30 

5  For,  by  bimt  is  the  globe  made  liable  j 
That  it  be  not  ihdkenfrom  its  place .  j 

VARIOUS  READINGS* 

V.iif,  |  So  Ffahn  105,  arid  fo  moft  probably  bep.  The  reft,  Ranmbtr  ye,  See  c.  sl<— V.  19.  fl  So  bep. 
vulc.  and  p.  p*  P&lm  105,  with  i  ms.  The  reft,  ye.  See  c.  a. — V.  ad.  9  sep*  our  God.  Perhaps  both  were 
originally  in  die  text,  send  die  full  reading  was,  tb*  XO££>,  our  Goto.  Sec  c.  s. — V.  29.  $  in  the  court t  ef 

tirjmffugry,  in.  No  improbable  reading.  Sec  c.  R. — V.30.  0  The  laft  part  of  this  vtrfe  is,  in  Pfclm  $6, 

placed  at  the  end  of  Ter.  31.  See  c.  a. 

290  Let 


Lrctia  appoint  td  to  1  CHRONICLES*  XVI*  attend  the  Ark. 

3i  Let  the  heavens  be  glad ;  let  the  earth  rejoice  : 

Be  it  laid  among  the  nations :  “  The  Lord  is  king," 

3Z  Let  the  fea  be  agitated,  with  all  its  contents : 

Let  the  fields  exult,  with  all  that  is  therein : 

33  Let  the  trees  of  the  foreft  exult,  before  the  Lord  ; 

For  he  cometh,  f  he  cometh,  |  to  judge  the  earth : 
f  The  world  he  will  judge,  with  righteoufnefs  5 
And  nations,  with  his  own  veracity.  | 

34  Praise  ye  the  Lord  :  for  good  is  he  i 
For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever : 

35  And  fay  ye  :  w  Save  us,  O  God,  our  Saviour  1 
w  Unite  and  defend  us,  from  hofiile  nations  1 

**  That  we  may  celebrate  thine  holy  name, 

11  And  place  our  glory  in  thy  praife*" 

36  Biefled  be  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Iirael  3 

From  eternity  to  eternity  l — And  let  all  the  people  lay ; 

“  Amen,5' — and  44  Praife  to  the  Lord,*5 

37  Now  there  remained,  before  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  to  mioifter 

38  continually  before  the  ark,  as  the  daily  office  required,  Afkph  and  Obed-edom,  with 
their  brethren,  fixty-eight  :  and  Obed-edom  Ben-Jeduthun  and  Ho/ah  were  door-* 

39  keepers. — But  the  prieft  Zadok,  and  his  brethren,  the  priefb,  were  before  the 

40  tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  in  the  hill-chapel  at  Gibeon ;  there  to  offer  up,  on  the  fa- 
cnfice-altar,  the  perpetual  morning  and  evening  facrifice  5  according  to  all  that  is 

41  written  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  which  he  gave  in  charge  to  the  IfraeUtes.  And 
with  them  were  Heman  and  Jeduthuo,  and  the  reft  who  were  exprefcly  chofen  by 

42  name,  to  praife  the  Lord  ;  whofe  mercy  endureth  for  ever  j  »  with  trumpets, 
high-founding  cymbals,  and  other  inftruments  of  /acred  mu/ic. — And  the  /bus  of 
Jeduthun  were  porters, 

43  The  people,  now*  all  departed  to  their  own  homes:  and  David  returned  to 
blefs  his  own  family. 

TiKIOUS  READIKOS, 

V,  33.  f  From  i*.  r.  Pfelm  $6. 13.  Ib,  f  str.  arab.  and  p.  t.  13.— V,  41.  *  Here  m  the  TEXT  is  z 

repetition  of  thefe  words:  And  v nth  them  were  Heman  and  Jeduthun*  Bat  they  feem  to  be  an  interpola¬ 
tion,  and  arc  wanting  in  sap.  At  any  rate,  they  are  better  omitted  in  a  verfion.  See  c.  R. 

BXPUHATOHT  SOTIS. 

V.3*.  Ijrt  lit  Jta  he  agitated.  Others,  Let  the  fea  roar,  altar  were  ftfll  at  Gibeon  j  and  there  remained  until  the 
See  c.  r.  ,  reign  of  Solomon,  Zadolf ,  therefore,  with  fome  other 

V.  34,  35  and  j&,  ale  to  found,  with  fome  variety  priefts,  and  a  part  of  the  Levites,  wens  on  this  occauoa 
of  reading,  in  Pfalm  iofi,  verfe*  l,  47,  48.  lent  thither  to  offer  the  daily  facrifice.  and  perform  the 

V.39.  Bat . . Zadoi,  Sk.  Although  the  ark  had  hem  other  dutna  of  religion,  while  the  other  prieds  and  I*c- 
Tcmoved  to  J emblem,  the  tabernacle  and  great  facrifice-  vttes  renamed  at  Jerusalem;  about  the  ark. 

391  Pp  a  §25, 


J>avid>t  Purpcft  to 


I  CHRONICLES,  XVIL  ur.n^M. 

§  25.  David  purpcfeth  to  build  a  Temple  to  the  Lord,  &c.  Camp.  2  Sam.  vii, 

WHEN  David  was  fettled  in  his  houfe,  he  faid  to  the  prophet  Nathan  :  44  Lo  !  1 

44  I  dwell  in  a  houfe  oif  cedar;  while  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  renaain- 
44  eth  in  a  tent.”  Then  to  David  Nathan  faid:  44  Do  whatever  is  in  thy  mind:  * 

44  for  God  is  with  thee*” — But,  that  very  night,  the  word  of  God  came  f  to  the  3 

prophet  |  Nathan,  faying :  44  Go,  tell  my  fervant  David:  4  Thus  kith  the  Lord  :  4 

44  Thou  fhalt  not  build  an  houfe  for  me  to  dwell  in,  who  have  never  refided  in  a 
44  houfe,  fince  the  day  that  1  brought  the  Ifraelites  t  out  of  Egypt,  j  unto  this 
41  day:  but  have  been  moving  from  tent  to  tertt,  and  from  tabernacle  to  tabernacle > 
“.Whitherfoever  I  have  moved,  in  any  part  of  Ifrael,  did  I  ever' to  any  of  the  6 
14  judges  of  Ifrael,  whom  I  charged  with  the  care  of  my  people,  fpeaka  word,  to 
41  that  purpofe ,  faying  :  Why  build  ye  not  to  me  a  houfe  of  cedar?*  To  my  fervant 
44  David  then  thou  fhalt  further  fay  :  4  Thus  faith  the  Lord:  I  took  thee  from  the  7 
44  fheep-cot,  and  from  following  a  flock,  that  thou  mighteft  be  ruler  over  my  peo- 
44  pie,  the  Ifraelites.  I  have  been  with  thee  m  all  thine  expeditions ;  and  have  cut  8 
44  off,  from  before  thee,  all  thine  enemies.  Thy  name  I  will  render  as  f  great  **  I 
44  the  names  of  the  grandees  of  the  earth :  a  place,  alfo,  I  will  fecure  for  my  peo-  9 
44  pie,  the  Ifraelites  ;  and  will  fo  plant  them  in  it,  that  there  they  fhall  remain,  and 
“  be  no  more  removed  ;  nor  fhall  iniquitous  men  any  more  opprefs  them,  as  for- 
44  merlyj  even  fince  the  time,  when  I  appointed  judges  over  my  people,  the  10 
“Ifraelites:  for  all  thine  enemies  I  will  fubdue.— Moreover,  I  affure  thee,  that  the 
44  Lord  will  build,  for  thee,  an  houfe :  and,  when  thine  own  days  fhall  be  com-  u 
44  pleted,  and  thou  muft  go  to  thy  forefathers,  I  will  raife  up  thy  feed  after  thee,  one 
44  of  thine  own  Tons;  and  his  kingdom  I  will  eftablifh.  He  will  build  an  houfe  12 

for  me,  and  I  will  eftablifh,  for  ever,  the  tbrone  of  his  kingdom.  I  will  be  his  13 
44  father,  and  he  fhall  be  my  fon ;  my  benevolence  I  will  not  withdraw  from,  him, 

44  as  I  did  from  thy  predecefTor;  but  will,  for  ever,  fettle  him  at  mine  own  houfe  14 
44  and  in  mine  own  kingdom;  and  his  throne  fhall  be,  for  ever,  eftablifhed.’  ” — Ae-  15 
cording  to  all  thefe  words,  and  all  this  vifion,  fpoke  the  prophet  Nathan  to  David. 

KiNG  David  then  went  and  placed  himfelf  before  the  Lord,  and  faid ;  44  Who  16 
44  am  I,  O  Lord,  God  !  and  what  is  mine  houfe,  that  thou  haft  already  fo  pro* 

44  moted  me?  and,  as  if  this  were  but  a  fmall  thing  in  thine  eyes,  O  God  !  thou  17 
41  haft  fpoken  of  thy  fervant*s  houfe  for  a  great  while  to  come ;  and  haftpro- 


_  VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XVII.  w.  3,  f  m.  arab,  and  7  mss.-tV.  5.  |  chald,  syr,  arab.  Sec  c*  R. — V.  8.  f  syr.  arab.  and 

8  mss.  with  p.  p. 


IX  r  SABA  TORY  HOT  II. 


Ch*  XT  a.  Ttr.  10.  7he  Lard  ivifi  htnld,  for  tbet>  an  houfe, 
I*  A  pw  thee  a  numerous  pofteaty,  and  continue  toe 
loyalty  in  thy  line. 

V.  17.  And  tuft  prmadtd,  In  Samuel  then  ii 
«dy «  Sort,  0  Lom,,&n>t  u  the  cojam  ofwartind.  The 


meaning  in  both  placet  Ctema  to  be  the  fame  ;  nanrcTy, 
that  God  a&cd  with  regard  to  David,  as  men  are  wont 
to  ad  with  refped  to  their  |*> Unity ;  in  providing  for 
their  welfare.  See  c.  *. 


2p2 


44  vided 


ViQory  w  the  I  CHRONICLES.  XV III.  pm&lu,, Mu&ta, &e. 

u  Tided  for  me,  according  to  the  cuftom  of.  men  of  high  degree,  O  Lord  God  ! 

zS  **  What  more,  then,  needeth  David  fay  to  thee,  for  the  honour  which  thou  baft 

19  “  done  to  thy  fervant,  fince  thou,  O  Lord,  knoweft  thy  fervant ?  Ffcr j*thlag 
**  own  word’s  fake  |, -and  out  of  thine  own  bounty,  thou  doeft  ail  thefe.  great 

20  “  things ;  |  which  thou  hall  made  known  to  thy  fervant. — Great,  therefore,  art 
44  thou],  O  Lord!  there  is  none  like  thee;  ho  real  God  but  thyfelf  according 

at  44  to  all  that  we  have  heard,  with  our  own  ears.  For  what  nation  on  the  earth  is 
**  like  thy  people,  the  Ifraelites  ?  What  nation  is  (btres  which  any  god  hath  gone  to 
“  redeem  for  a  peculiar  people ;  and  hath  acquired  fo.  great  a. name, ..or  done  fo 
“  great  and  wonderful  things;  at  thou  haft  done,  by  expelling*  from  before  thy  peo- 
14  pie,  whom  thou  redeeihedft  for  thyfelf  out  of  Egypt,  whole  nations,  and  their 

22  41  gods  ? — For  thy  people,  the  Ifiraelitea,  thou  haft  made  thine  own  people  for 

23  44  ever ;  and  thou,  O  Lord  !  art  become  their  Goix— -And  now;  Q  Lord  !  may 
44  the  words  which  thou  haft  fpoken  to  thy  fervant,  concerning  his  houfe,  be  con- 

24  41  firmed  for  ever  3  and  do  as  thou*  haft  faid ;  fo  fliall  thy  name  be  }  trufted>  and  | 
44  magnified  for  ever,  by  pcfterityx  laying:.  •  T^e  Lord  of  hofts,  ||  the  tGoD  of 
44  Ifrael,  is  to  Ifrael  a  Gop  indeed.’ | — And  let  the  houfe  of  thy  fervant  David  be 

25  44  eftablilhed*  in  thy  prefence.  For*  fince  thou,  O  my  God!  haft  faid,  in  the 
44  hearing  of  thy  fervant,  that  thou  wilt  build,  for  him  an  houfe*  thy  fervant  hath, 

26  41  thence,  prefumed  to  pray  thua  before  thee.  As  then,  O  Lord,  thou  art  truly 

27  44  God,  and  haft  ptomifed  this  goodnefs  to  thy  fervant,  be  it  thy  pleafure  fo  to 
14  blefs  the  houfe  of  thy  fervant,  that  it  may  continue  for  ever  in  thy  prefence,  and 
44  with  thy  blefiing,  G  Lord,  may  it  ever  be  bleffed.” 

§  26.  David's  VtSiories  over  the  Philiftines^  Moabites^  t*.  Comp,  2  Sam,  viii, 

x  AFTER  this,  David  fmote  the  Philiftines,  and  fubdued  them:  for  out  of  the 

2  hands  of  the  Philiftines  he  took  Gath,  and  its  dependent  towns. — -He  alfo  fmote  the 
Moabites:  fothe  Moabites  beeame David’s  fubje&s,  and  brought  him  prefents,— * 

3  David  alfo  fmote  j|  Hadar-ezer,  king  of  Zoba,  at  Hamath,  as  he  was  going  to 

4  re-eftablifh  his  power,'  by  the  river  Euphrates.  From  him  David  took  a  thoufand 
chariots,  feven  thoufand  horfe,  and  twenty  thoufend  foot.  All  the  chari ot-horfes 

5  David  houghed  j  feve  a  referve  for  one  hundred  chariots.  And  as  the  Syrians  of 

VARIOUS  READINGS.  . 

V.  ip.  ||  I  follow  the  reading  of  Samuel.  The  text  here  has :  For  thy  JtrvaaTs  Jake ,  which  makes  no  cohe¬ 
rent  fen  fence.  Ib-  8  Again  I  follow  the  reading  of  Samuel.  The  prefeat  text  runs  thus  :  to  male  burnt* 
nil  tbefe  great  things.  Both  this  and  the  next  verfe  have  feveral  corruptions  in  them.  See  c.  a. — V.  24.  | 
wanting  in  Samuel. '  lb.  J) «/  the  God  of  1/rast,  This  is  all  that  is  in  Samuel ;  and  feme  critics  have  deem¬ 
ed  rite  addition  an  interpolation.  Perhaps  the  original  reading  here  was;  the  God  of  Godst  is  a  God  to 
j/raet.  See  c,  r.— CH-  XVIII,  ver.  3.  |  al»  Hadpd-ezer. 
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Damafcus 


Tht  Syr'uw  and  I  CHRONICLES.  XIX.  EdaaiUli  faidwd. 


Daraafcushad  come  tjofuccourHadar-ezer.fcing  of  Zoba,  David  flew  of  the  Syrians 
twenty- two  thoufand  men.  And  in  Syria  of  Damafcus  David  pat  *f  gamfons  j  6 
and  the  Syrians  became  Davids  fubje&s,  and  brought  him  prefents: — Thus  the 
Lord  favoured  David  in  all  his  expeditions.  The  golden  fhields,  that  were  found  7 
on  the  fervants  of  Hadar-ezer,  David  took  and  brought  to  Jerufalem.  And  from  8 
j|  Tibhath,  and  from  ||  Chun,  cities  of  Hadar-ezer,  David  brought  a  very  great 
quantity  of  brafs,  of  which  Solomon  made  the  brafen  fea,  the  pillars,  and  the  other 
utenfds  of  brafs ;  for  the  temple . 

When  Thou,  king  of  Hamath,  heard  that  David  had  fmitten  the  whol*  hoft  9 
of  Hadar-ezer  ;  he  fent  his  own  fon  Adoram  to  king  David,  to  greet  and  congra-  10 
tulate  him,  for  his  having  fought  agamft  Hadar-ezer  and  fmitten  him :  for  Hadar- 
ezer  was  at  war  with  Thou.  He  alfo  brought  with  him  all  forts  of  veflels  of  gold 
and  of  lilver,  and  of  brafs;  which  king  David,  likewife,  dedicated  to  the  Lord  j  u 
together  with  the  filver  and  the  gold,  which  he  took  from  the  other  nations,  from 
|  Syria,  from  Moab,  from  the  Ammonites,  from  the  Philiftines,  and  from  Amalek. 

Moreover,  Abilhai  Ben-Zeruia  having  flam  of  the  Edomites,  in  the  vale  of  12 
Mekh,  eighteen  thoufand  men  j  he  put  garrifons  in  Edom:  and  all  the  Edomites 
became  David’s  fubje&s.  For  the  Lord  favoured  David  in  all  his  expeditions. 

Thus  David  reigned  over  all  Ifrael ;  and  adminiftered  judgment  and  juftioe  to  all  14 
his  people. — Joab  Ben-Zeruia  was  over  the  hoft ;  Jolhaphat  Ben-Ahilud  was  re-  15 
corder  ;  Zadok  Ben-Ahitub  and  |j  Abiathar  Bea-Ahimetech  |  were  the  priefts ;  16 
I  Seraiah  was  the  feribe ;  Benaiah  Ben-Joiadah  was  over  the  Gherethites  and  the  17 
Phelethites ;  and  David’s  own  fons  were  chiefs  about  the  king. 

J  27.  David* s  Mejfengers  ill  ufed  by  the  King  cf  the  Ammonites  :  and  a  IV or  the  Con~ 

fequence*  Comp.  2  Sam.  x. 

AFTER  this,  it  happened,  that  Nahafli,  king  of  the  Ammonites,  died  ;  and  1 

his  fon  -f*  Hamm  reigned  in  his  Head.  Then  David  faid  :  w  I  will  fhew  kindnefc  2 

M  to  Hanun  Ben-Nahafh,  becaufe  his  father  {hewed  kindnefs  to  me,” — So  David 
fent  meflfengers  to  confole  him,  for  his  father’*  death*  But  when  David’s  fervants 
arrived  in  the  land  of  the  Ammonites,  to  confole  Hanun ;  the  Ammonite  chiefs  3 
iaid  to  Hanun;  w  Doth  David,  in  thine  eyes,  honour  thy  father,  in  his  fending  com- 
“  forters  to  thee  ?  Are  not  his  fervants  come  to  thee  ||  to  fpy,  explore  and  fubvert 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V,  6.  t  All  the  ant.  w.  with  v.  f.  2  Sam.  8.  <5.— V.  8,  $  la  Sam.  it  is  Btthab.  Ib.fj  In  Sam.  it  is  Bmthan 
aai  Co  read  str.  and  arab.  hew.— -V.  1 1.  Q  The  prefcm  teat  has  Edo m,  but  I  believe  the  true  reading  to 
be  that  of  Samuel.  See  c.  r — V ,  16.  |  The  text,  both  here  and  In  Samuel,  hath  AUmtkth  Btn~Abia<* 
.t&ar,  See  tab.  read,  and  c.  su  00  2  Sam.  8.  17*  lb*  £  So  its.  and  a  rad.  with  r.  p.  The  reft  have 
Shu/b*L— CH.XCS.  ver.  1.  f«p.  ava.  arab.  and  5  usfc— V.  3.  1 1*  fa  tU  city  and  P>  txflort  ibt  W, 
asp.  and  partly  ers.  more  fimilar  to  the  reading  ut  r.  r. 

*94- 


**  the 


Defeat  tftht  I  CHRONICLES*  XIX.  Syrians 


4  w  the  land  ?”J  — On  this  Hanun  took  David's  fervants,  and  ihaved  them,  and  cut  off 

5  their  garments  by  the  middle,  at  the  buttocks,  and  difimfled  them;— When  form 
perfons  came  and  told  David,  what  liad  been  done  to  the  men,  he  feat  to  meet 
them  (for  the  men  were  greatly  afhamed) ;  and  the  Hog  faid ;  M  Stop  at  Jericho, 
tl  until  your  beards  be  grown :  then  return.” 

6  Thk  Ammonites  now  faw  that  they  had  made  themfelves  odious  to  David  :  fo 
Hanun  and  the  Ammonites  fent  a  thouland  talents  of  filver,  to  hire  chariots  and 

7  horfemen,  from.  Mefopotamia,  and  from  Aram-Maacha,  and  from.  Zoba.  They 
hired  thirty-two  thoufand  riders j  befide  the  king  of  Maacha  and  his  people:  and 

8  came  and  encamped  at  Medeb^u— When  David  heard  of  this,  he  fent  out  Joab, 

9  with  the  whole  hoft  of  valiant  men.  And  the  Ammonites  came  out,  and  formed  in 
battle-array  before  the  gate  of  the  city  5  while  the  kings  who  had  come  to  their 

10  afftfiance  were  poftcd  apart  in  the  fields. — When  Joab  faw  that  he  had  againft  him 
a  front  of  battle,  both  before  and  behind,  he  made  a  feleftiou  of  all  the  choice  men 

n  of  Ifrael,  and  arrayed  them  againft  the  Syrians;  and  the  remainder  of  the  people 
he  committed  to  his  brother  Abifhai,  that  he  might  array  them  againft  the  Ammo* 

ia  nites.  “  If  the  Syrians,”  laid  he,  “  be  too  ftrong  for  me,  then  thou  muft  fuccour 

13  K  me  :  and  if  the  Ammonites  be  too  ftrong  for  thee,  I  will  fuccour  thee :  be  of 
,{  good  courage,  and  let  us  aft  valiantly  for  our  people,  and  for  the  cities  of  our 

14  M  God  and  may  the  Lord  do  that,  which  is  right  in  his  own  eyes.” — Then 
Joab,  and  the  people  that  were  with  him,  approached  to  battle  againft  the  Syrians, 

15  who  fled  before  him.  And  when  the  Ammonites  law,  that  the  Syrians  were  flee¬ 
ing,  they  too  fled  before  Abifliai,  and  went  back  into  the  city;  on  which  Joab 
came  to  Jerufalem. 

16  When  the  Syrians  faw  themfelves  thus  defeated  by  the  Israelites,  they  fent 
meffeugers,  and  brought  over  thofe  Syrians  that  were  beyond  the  river  Euphrates: 
and  they  came  to  Helam,  led  on  by  ||  Shophach,  the  chief  captain  of  Hadar-ezer* « 

17  hoft.  When  this  was  told  to  David,  he  afiembled  all  the  Ifraelites ;  and,  palling 
over  the  Jordan,  J  came  upon  them  |,  and  drew  up  againft  them.  Now  when 
David  had  put  his  men  in  battle-array  againft  the  Syrians,  they  fought  with  hinvr 

Ti&IOUS  READINGS* 

V.  16,  B  Sbohath  in  Samuel,  and  here,  in  5T&.— V.  17.  |  So  the  prefent  tut.  But  I  fufpeS  that  the  true 
reading  is  came  to  Htlam  Comp,  a  Sam.  10.  17.  and  fee  c.  a. 


IiriiRiTOfl  NOTH. 


Ch.  id*,  vcr.  4.  jfnd famed  them,  i*t.  ai  wt  read  in  Sa-  more  general  fignificatioa ;  namely,  for  aH  thofe  Syrian 
muel,  he  ftaved  one  half  of  their  beards:  a  reading  width  auxiliaries  who  rode  either  on  chancts  or  on  hones.  Al,d 


the  Syriac  tranilator  follow*  here, 

V.  7.  Thirty-itve  ihoufand  rideri.  Our  tranflatora  ren¬ 
dered  charlotte  but  the  Hebrew  word  doe*  not  always 
mean  a  chariot  s  and  hoe  it  muft  certainly  be  taken  in  a 


_ _ _ _ _  _  -  And 

indeed  the  numbers  in  Samuel  fatfJu&Te  of  the  men  of 
Maacha,  who  were  probably  foot-foldiers)  amount  cxafily 
to  33000.  Comp.  1  Sam.  10.  b.  aadfoc  c.  1. 


*95 


but 


Tht  Ammimiu*  Jubdutd.  I  CHRONICLES.  XX.  XXL  JVar  with  the  PhillflUet* 


but  the  Syrians  fled  before  the  Israelites;  and  David  deftroy edfeven  hundred cha -  18 
r/o/r,  feven  thoufand  horfe,  and  forty  thoufand  foot*  Shophach,  alfo,  the  captain 
of  the  hoft,  he  killed* — So  when  the  fcrvants  of  Hadar-ezer  faw,  that  they  were  19 
worfted  by  the  IfraeTdes,  they  made  peace  with  David,  and  became  his  fubje&s  : 
nor  would  the  Syrians  give  any  more  afliftance  to  the  Ammonites. 

§  28.  War  with  the  Ammonites,  and  with  the  PhiUJlines .  Comp.  2  Sam.  xL  and  xii. 

ON  the  return  of  the  year,  at  the  feafon  when  kings  are  wont  to  go  out  to  war ,  1 

Joab  led  forth  a  powerful  hoft,  and  wafted  the  country  of  the  Ammonites ;  and 
went  and  befieged  Raba ;  while  David  remained  at  Jerufalem.  And  Joab  fmote 
Raba,  and  d^ftroyed  it ;  and  David  took  the  crown  of  their  king  from  off  his  t 
head ;  and  found  its  weight  to  be  a  talent  of  gold ;  hefet  with  precious  ftones ;  this 
was  put  upon  the  head  of  David.  Out  of  the  city  he  alfo  brought  a  very  great 
booty :  and  the  inhabitants  be  brought  forth,  and  cut  them  with  laws,  and  iron  3 
harrows,  and  axes :  thus  David  treated  all  the  cities  of  the  Ammonites* — Then 
David,  and  all  the  people,  returned  to  Jerufalem. 

After  this,  there  happened  to  be  a  battle  with  the  Philiftines,  at  j|  Gezer ;  when  4 
Sibechai,  the  Hufhathite,  flew  J  Siphai  of  the  race  of  Raphaites  ;  and  the  Fhilif-  5 
tines  were  fubdued. — There  was  another  battle  with  the  Philiftines ;  when  Elhanan 
||  Ben- J air  flew  Lahmir  a  brother  of  Goliath  the  Gathite,  the  ftaff  of  whofe  fpear 
was  like  a  weaver's  beam. — Yet,  again,  there  was  a  battle  at  Gath,  where  a  man  of  6 
gigantic  fize,  who  had  twenty-four  fingers  and  toes,  fix  on  each  hand,  and  fix  on 
each  foot  (for  he  too  was  of  the  Raphaite  race),  defied  the  Ifraelites  :  but  Jonathan,  7 
the  fon  of  J  Shimeah  David’s  brother,  flew  him. — Thefe  were  of  the  race  of  Ra-  8 
phaitea,  in  Gath  j  and  fell  by  the  hand  of  David,  or  by  the  hands  of  his  fervants, 

§  29.  David  is  tempted  to  number  the  People — A  grievous  P eft  Hence  tnfueth .  Comp, 

2  Sam,  xxiv. 

SATAN,  now,  fet  Hmfelf  againft  Brad,  and  tempted  David  to  number  the  Ifrael-  1 
ites.  So  to  Joab,  and  to  the  rulers  of  the  people,  David  faid;  H  Go,  number  the 

VARIOUS  READINGS, 

CH.  XX,  ter.  4.  fl  aL  Gob.  Ib,  J)  al.  Sapi. — V,  5.  JJ  U*  Bea-Jaart-orcgim.^-dV.  7.  R  al,  Sharttab. 

SIPUK4T01T  HOTU 

V.  18.  Scuta  hundred chariot  t,  See.  The  word*  in  Italic  have  not  been  fuccefsful.  See  c. «.» 

■retaken  from  Samuel  io.  18.  Seethe  note  and  c.  a.  on  Ch.xxi.Yer.  i.  Salon,  L  e.  the  Jdverfary.  In  the 
“^^P1***  mi.  r*ft  parallel  places  2  Sam.  14.  1.  God  is  faid  to  hAve  tempted 

Ch.  ii.  The  lufiory  of  David  t  adultery  ia  here  altoge-  David:  and  this  is  perfiefUy  cooforant  with  the  theology 
ther  omitted  j  as  wdl  as  feme  other  particulars  of  the  war,  of  that  time.  The  writer  or  compiler  of  Chronicles,  who 
wluch  may  be  feen  in  Samuel.  lived  after  die  Babyloniih  captivity,  feems  to  have  imbibed 

V.3,  And  na  them  with  tarn.  This  a&  of  cruelty  has  the  doArine  of  a  good  and  a  had  {pint  j  and  makes  the  1st- 
been  attempted  to  be  explained  away,  by  feme  ancient  as  ter  tempt  David.  Sec  the  c.  a.  on  Satnod. 
wdl  aa  modem  interpret  era :  but  their  attempts,  I  think, 
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w  Ifraelites, 


Esumcraiioa  of  the  PnfU  I  CHRONICLES*  XXI*  foSovxJ  ly  a  Plttgat,  He, 

“  Ifraelites,  from  Beer-Heba  unto  Dan ;  and  bring  die  numbe^of  them  to  me, 

3  “  that  I  may  know  it.”  But  Joab  faid :  “  May  the  Lord  make  his  people  an 
44  hundred  times  fo  many  more  as  they  are:  but,  my  lord-king!  are  they  not  all 
41  my  lord’s  fubjedfcs  ?  why  then  would  my  lqrd  require  this  thing  ?  why  would  he 

4  “  be,  to  Ifrael,  a  caufe  of  tranfgreffion  ?” — Neverthelefs,  the  king’s  will  prevailed 
againft  Joab  :  fo  Joab  departed ;  and,  having  traverfed  all  Ifrael,  returned  to  Jeru- 

5  falem*  And  Joab  gave  to  David  the  fum  of  the  number  of  the  people.  In  all 
Ifrael,  there  were  eleven  hundred  thoufand  men,  who  drew  the  fword  j  and  in 

6  Judah  four  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  men,  who  drew  the  fword.  But 
among  thefe  were  not  counted  the  Levites  and  Benjaminites:  for  the  king’s  order 

7  was  odious  to  Joab. — The  thing  was  alfo  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  $  and 

8  therefore  he  fmote  the  Ifraelites.  David  now  faid  to  God  :  w  I  have  greatly  fumed, 
“  in  doing  this  thingv:  but  now,  I  befeech  thee,  remit  the  iniquityof  thy  fervant, 

9  44  for  very  foolifhly  have  I  afted.”-— Then  the  Lord  fpoke  to  Gad,  the  feer  |  of 

10  David,  |  laying :  44  Go,  and  tell  David,  laying,  ‘  Thus  faith  the  Lord  :  I  offer  thee 

11  44  three  choices  ;  choofe  thou  one  of  them,  that  it  I  may  infli&  on  thee.1  ” — So  Gad 
came  to  David,  and  faid  to  him :  44  Thus  laith  the  Lord  :  *  Choofe  for  thyfelf, 

ia  44  either  a  famine  of  three  years,  or  a  defeat  of  three  months  before  thy  foes,  their 
44  fword,  all  the  while,  overtaking  thee ;  or  clfe,  the  fword  of  the  Lord,  a  pelti- 
“  lence  in  the  land,  and  a  deftroying angel  of  the  Lord,  through  all  the  boundaries 
u  of  Ifrael:*  Confider,  therefore,  with  yourfelf,  what  anfwer  Iffrall  return  to  hltp 

13  44  who  fent  me.1* — Then  David  laid  to  Gad  : 44 1  am  in  a  great  ftrait :  let  me  fall  into 
44  the  hands  of  the  Lord  ;  for  many  are  his  mercies ;  but  let  me  not  fall  into  the 

*4  “  hands  of  men*” — Bo  the  Lord  fent  a  peftilence  among  the  Ifraelites;  and  there 

15  fell  of  them  feventy  thoufand  men.  |  God  had  even  fent  an  angel  to  Jerulalem, 
to  deftroy  it  j  but  while  he  was  deftroying,  the  Lord  beheld,  and  relented,  and 
faid  to  the  angel:  “  Enough!  flop,  now,  thine  hand.” — The  angel  of  the  Lord 

16  was  then  by  the  tbreihmg-floor  of  |  Oman,  a  Jebufite:  when  David  raffed  his 
eyes,  and  faw  the  angel  of  the  Lord  ftanding  between  the  earth  and  the  heavens, 
with  a  drawn  fword  in  his  band,  ftretchcd  out  over  Jerulalem.  Then  David,  and 

17  the  elders  of  Ifrael,  clothed  in  fack-cloth,  fell  upon  their  faces  :  and  David  laid  to 
God:  m  Was  it  not  I,  who  commanded  the  people  to  be  numbered?  I  am  he, 
44  who  have  finned,  and  done  evil  indeed :  but  that  flock !  what  have  they  done  ? 
“  Let  thine  hand,  I  pray  thee,  O  Lord,  my  God  !  be  againft  me,  and  againft 

18  “my  father’s  houfe  \  but  not  againft  thine  own  people,  to  deftroy  them.” — On  this, 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  commanded  Gad  to  tell  David,  to  go  and  ere£  an  altar  to 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  9-  A  Wanting  in  6EP.  vat.  syr.  arab.  and  a  mss,— V.  15.  Q  the  Lq&d,  chald.  syb..  and  1  msj— - 
V.  16.  A  ah  Arau»abt  which  I  take  to  be  the  true  name.  See  c.  R. 
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the  Lord,  in  the  thifefhmg-floor  of  Oman,  the  JebuGte.  So  David  went,  at  the  19 
word  of  Gad,  which!  he  had  fpoken  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, — And  Oman  turned  ao 
about,  and  faw  the  ||  dngel ;  and  his  four  fons  were  with  him,  hiding  themfelves* — 
Oman  was  then  threfjiing  wheat :  and  as  David  was  coming  towards  Ornan,  Oman  21 
looked  up,  and  faw  David ;  and  coming  out  of  the  threfhing-floor,  he  proftrated 
hitnfelf  on  the  ground  before  David,  And  David  faid  to  Ornan  ;  44  Grant  me  the  22 
44  place  of  the  threftiing-floor :  for  the  full  price  thou  fhalt  grant  it  me ;  that  I  may, 

“  on  it,  build  an  altar  to  the  Lord  ;  that  the  peftilence  among  the  people  may  be 
ic  flopped/*  Then  Oman  faid  to  David  ;  u  Take  it  ;  and  let  my  lord-king  do  23 
w  with  it  what  pleafeth  him,  Lo  !  I  give  thee  the  oxen  for  holocaufts,  the  threfh- 
1f  ing-inftraments  for  wood,  and  the  wheat  for  a  donative ;  the  whole  I  give/* 

But  king  David  faid  to  Oman  :  u  Nay ;  I  mull  afluredly  buy  it  for  the  full  price  ;  24 
44  for.  1  will  not  take,  for  the  Lord,  what  is  thine ;  n6r  will  I  offer  holocaufts, 

44  without  coft,* — So  David  gave  to  Ornan,  for  the  place,  ||  fix  hundred  thekels  of  25 
gold,]  full  weight.  There  David  builded  an  altar  to  the  Lord,  and  offered  holo-  26 
ca lifts,  and  euchariftic  facrifices ;  and  invoked  the  Lord,  who  anfwered  him  from 
the  heavens,  by  fire,  upon  the  altar  of  holocaufts.'— The  Lord  then  commanded  27 
the  angel,  to  put  his  fword  again  into  its  fheath,  Now,  when  David  faw  that  28 
the  Lord  had  anfwered  him,  at  the  threfhlng- floor  of  Oman,  he,  from  that  time, 
faaifreed  there;  for  although  the  tabernacle,  which  Mofes  had  toade  in  the  defert,  29 
and  the  altar  of  holocaufts,  were  at  that  time  at  the  hill -chapel,  f  which  was  |  at 
Gibeon,  David  had  not  the  power  to  go  thither,  to  confult  God  ;  fo  terrified  was 
he  at  the  fword  of  the  angel  of  the  Lord.  David  therefore  find ;  “  This  is  now  1 

44  the  abode  of  the  Lord  God  j  and  this  an  holocauft-pltar  for  Ifrael/’ 

§  30.  David  maiuth  Preparations  for  building  a  Temple. 

DAVID  now  gave  orders  to  call  together  all  the  aliens,  who  were  in  the  land  of  a 
Ifrael :  and  he  fet  ft  one-hewers  to  cut  fquate  ftones,  fox  the  building  of  the  houfe 
of  God.  Iron,  alfo,  in  abundance  for  the  door-nails  of  the  gates,  and  the  join-  3 
bigs,  David  prepared  j  with  brafa,  abundant,  beyond  weight  j  and  cedar  trees  4 

VARIOUS  READINGS- 

V,  20.  II  king,  sep.  and  ]  ms,  which  reading  is  preferred  by  Houbigant;  and  U  indeed  very  plaufible.  But 

the  whole  «rfe  has  an  awkward  form }  and  is  wanting  in  P.  P.  2  Sam.  See  the  note  below,  and  c.  iu— . 

V.  25.  R  In  Samuel  the  fum  is  only  fifty  foekeU  <f fiver.  Reconcile  the  two  numbers,  who  can _ 

V.  39,  f  chaid.  and  16  mss. 

tXHiSATOlY  ITOTL 

V.  10.  Though  I  hare  tried  to  render  this  verfc,  ac-  mu£fc  have  read  very  differently  indeed;  for  they  mate 
cording  to  the  preterit  text ;  I  confefs  I  find  little  cohc-  David,  Oman,  here  fee  the  aagtl;  and  fee  him  teq/h& 
rence  other  in  itfdf ;  or  with  the  context.  'Die  reading  from  further  definition. — If  the  rede  were  entirely  0adt- 
adopted  by  Houbigsnt  does  fomethiug  to  dear  up  the  ted,  there  would  be  no  lofij,  and  a  much  better  con- 
matter  :  but  not  all.  The  Syriac  and  Arabic  tcaoflator*  notion. 
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without  number:  for  the  Zidontans  and  theTyriaa#  brought  to  David  cedar- 

5  trees,  in  great  abundance.  For  David  faid :  “  My  fon  Solomon  is  yet  hut  a  ten- 
u  der  youth,  and  the  houfe  to  be  builded  for  the  Lord,  muft,  for  its  grandeur, 
“  its  height,  and  its  beauty,  be  famous  through  all  countries :  I  will,  therefore, 
44  now  make  preparation  for  it.” 

6  He  then  called  for  his  fon  Solomon,  and  charged  him  to  build  an  houfo 

7  for  the  Lord,  the  God  of  IfraeL  “  My  fon,  (laid  he  to  Solomon)  I  myfelf  had 

8  “  it  once  in  my  mind  to  build  an  houfe  to  the  name  of  the  Lord,  my  God  :  but 
“  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  me,  laying  :  1  Much  blood  haft  thou  ft*od;  and 
44  great  wars  haft  thou  carried  on :  thou  (halt  not  build  an  houfe  to  my  name,  be- 

9  “  caufe  fo  much  blood  thou  haft,  in  my  fight,  fhed  upon  the  earth*  Lo !  a  fon  is 
41  born  to  thee,  who  ftiall  be  a  man  of  reft  ;  for  reft  1  will  give  hipa  from  41  bb 
“  enemies  around;  fo  that  Solomon  \tbe  pacific]  (hall  be  his  name ;  and  peacc-and 

10  44  quiet  I  will  in  his  days  give  to  Iirael :  Let  him  build  an  houfe  to  my  name* 
44  For  lie  fhall  be  my  fon,  and  I  his  father;  and  1  will  eftablifh,  for  ever,  the  throne 

n  “  of  his  kingdom  overlfrael/ — Now,  my  fon,  the  Lord  will  be  with  thee  j,  and 
w  thou  fhalt  prolper :  and  fhalt  build  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  thy  God,  as  he  hath 

i*  44  faid  of  thee :  may  the  Lord,  only,  give  thee  knowledge  and  prudence ;  and 
44  direct  thee,  in  the  government  of  Iirael,  to  obfcrve  the  law  of  the  Lord,  thy 

13  “  God.  Then  ihalt  thouprofper,  if  thou  be  careful  to  keep  the  ftatittea  and  de- 
44  crees,  which  the  Lord  gave  in  charge  to  Mofes,  for  the  Israelites.  Be  firm  and 

14  44  refolute ;  fear  not,  nor  be  difmayed. — Lo  I  with  pains  I  have  prepared,  for  the 
44  houfe  of  the  Lord,  an  hundred  thouland  talents  of  gold,  and  a  thoufand  thou- 
44  fand  talents  of  filver  ;  and  brafs  and  iron,  abundant  beyond  weight.  Timber  alfo 

15  44  and  ftones  I  have  prepared ;  to  aii  which  thou  canft  add.  Workmen,  alfo,  thou 
44  haft  with  thee  in  abundance ;  hewers  and  workers  of  ftone  and  timber ;  and  aU  forts 

16  44  of  ingenious  men  for  every  kind  of  work.  Having  gold  then  and  fiber ;  and  iron 
44  and  brafs,  beyond  calculation;  fet  about  the  work;  and  may  the  Lord  be  with 

17  44  thee.” — Moreover,  David  gave  in  charge  to  all  the  chiefs  of  Ifrael,  to  affift  his  forj 

18  Solomon.  44  Is  not  the  Lord,  your  Goo,  with  you  ?  (faid  he)  and  hath  he  not  given 
44  you  reft  on  every  fide  ?  fince  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  land  he  hath  put  under 

19  44  my  power,  and  the  country  isfubdued  before  the  Lord,  and  before  his  people* 
44  Set  then  your  hearts  and  your  fouls  to  leek  the  Lord,  your  God  ;  and  fet  about 
44  building  the  fanltuary  of  the  Lord,  your  God  ;  that  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of 
44  the  Lord,  and  the  utenfila  hallowed  to  God,  may  be  brought  into  the  houfe, 
44  that  is  to  be  builded  to  the  name  of  the  Lord*” 

IlfLiViTOKl  BOTES. 

Ch.  xxii.  ver.  C.  Mnfi,far  fa  grandeur,  Stc.  It  is  hot  his  exctlim «,  bis  name ,  and  bit  glory  among  aU,  fee.  See  c.  r, 

eafy  to  render  tie  original  literally :  nor  am  I  fore  that  V.  14.  Lo  f  with  paint.  Others  render }  ns  toy  fover- 

*t  may  not  form  another  meaning  j  namely,  mifl  magnify  ty  ;  others,  in  my  ajfcahn.  See  c. 
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§  3 1.  Solomofi  made  King*  Number  and  Djflrtbutlon  of  the  Levites . 

DAVID,  now  old  and  full  of  days,  made  his  ion  Solomon  king* — He  then  af-  I 
fembled  all  the  chiefs  of  Ifrael,  with  the  priefts  and  the  Levites.— -Now  the  Levites  3 
were  mattered  from  tHe  age  of  thirty  years,  upward:  and  their  number,  when 
polled  man  by  man,  was  thirty-eight  thoufand. — “  Of  thefe,”  f  /aid  Davidy  j  w  let  4 

twenty-four  thoufand  fuperintend  the  work  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  let  fix 
u  thoufand  be  feribes  and  judges ;  let  four  thoufand  be  door-keepers  j  and  let  four  5 
“  thoufand  praife  the  Lord,  with  the  inftruments  which  I  have  made  for  that 
*  purpofe.” 

Now  David  divided  them  into  courfes,  according  to  the  fons  of  Levi,  Gerfon,  6 
Koath,  and  Merari. — At  the  bead  of  the  Gerfoaites  were  ||  Laadan  and  Shimei  7 
The  fons  of  Laadan  (who  was  the  chief)  were  Jehiel,  Jotbam,  and  Joel,  three :  8 

thefe  were  the  patriarchal  chiefs  of  the  Laadanites. — The  fons  of  Shimei  were  Ja*  ,  J 
hath,  Zizah,  Jeufli,  and  Beriah  :  thefe  four  were  the  fons  of  Shimei  Jahath  was  u 
the  chief,  and  Zizah  the  fecond :  but  a$  Jeuih  and  Beriah  had  not  a  numerous 
progeny,  they  were  accounted  but  one  patriarchal  houfe. 

The  fons  of  Koath  were  Amram,  Izhar,  Hebron,  and  Uziel ;  four. — The  fons  *5 
of  Amram  were  Aaron  and  Mofes,  Aaron  was  fele&ed,  he  and  his  fons  for  ever, 
to  have  the  admimftration  of  the  mofl  holy  things ;  to  burn  incenfe  before  the 
Lord,  to  be  his  minifters,  and  to  blefs  the  people  in  his  name,  for  ever.— The  fons  14 
of  Mofes,  the  man  of  God,  were  alfo  reckoned  in  the  tribe  of  Levi.  The  fons  of  15 
Mofes  were  Gerfhom  and  Eliezer.  Of  the  fons  of  Gerlhom  Shabuel  was  the  chief :  16 
and  of  the  fons  of  Eliezer  Rehabiah  was  the  chief.  Eliezer  had  no  other  fons;  but  17 
the  fons  of  Rehabiah  were  very  numerous.— Of  the  fons  of  Izhar,  Shelomith  was  18 
the  chief. — Of  the  fons  of  Hebron  Jeriah  was  the  chief,  Amariah  the  fecond,  Ja-  19 
h oriel  the  third,  and  Jekameam  the  fourth.— Of  the  fons  of  Uriel  Michah  was  the  20 
chief,  and  Jefiah  the  fecond. 

The  fons  of  Merari  were  Mahli  and  Mufhl*— The  fons  of  Mahli  were  Eleazar  21 
and  Kifh.  Eleazar  died  without  fons,  but  had  daughters ;  whom  their  kinfmen  zi 
the  fons  of  Kifh  took  for  wives. — The  fons  of  Mufhi  were  Mahli,  Eder,  and  Jeri-  23 
moth,  three. 

These  were  the  progeny  of  Levi,  according  to  their  paternal  houfes  and  pa-  24 
triarehal  chiefs  ;  as  they  were  now  muttered,  by  name  and  poll,  from  the  age  of 
twenty  years  upward  5  to  do  the  work  of  the  miniftry  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord. 

For 

various  readings. 

CH.  XXIII.  ver.  4.  f  The  words  in  Italic  feem  to  have  dropped  out  of  the  text  :  at  any  rate  they  muft 
be  fupplied  to  reconcile  the  icquencc.  See  c.  r.— V.  7.  1  aL  Lllni. 


Il'niNiTOtT  HOTS. 

Ch.xxTii.ver. 44.  From . . ,  twatij^eart.  Io  a  former  muf- .  the  temple  to  be  built,  with  its  courts,  chambers,  and  pur- 
ter  he  had  made  thirty  years  the  period ;  but  reflc&ing  that  lieus,  would  icquire  a  greater  number  of  attendants,  he 

30a  by 
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25  For  David  laid :  tt  The  Lord,  die  God  of  Ifrad,  hath  gi*ea  reft  to  his  people  $ 
a6  w  and  will  henceforth  refide  in  Jerufalem  for  ever:  fo  that  the  fcevitea  fhall  no 
a  more  have  the  tabernacle  to  carry  about,  nor  any  of  the  utenfiU  for  its  fcrrice.* 
Vf  Therefore,  by  the  laft  orders  of  David,  were  the  Levites  muttered  from  the  age  of 

28  twenty  years,  upward;  becaufe  their  office  was  to  wait  upon  the  fons  of  Aaron* 
for  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  :  to  have  the  infpe&on  of  the  courts  and 
chambers  of  the  temple ,  to  keep  clean  the  whole  holy  place,  and  do  the  other  forvice- 

29  work  of  the  houfe  of  God  :  namely,  the  arrangement  of  the  preJence-bse^A\  the 
care  of  the  fine  flour  for  donatives,  and  the  unleavened  cakes,  whether  done  on  a 

30  fire-plate,  or  in  a  frying-pan ;  and  to  fee  that  all  be  of  due  fize  and  meafure.  Alfo, 

31  to  attend  every  morning,  and  Ukewife  in  the  evening,  to  praife  the  Lord  ;  and  to 
be  perpetually  before  the  Lord,  on  fabbaths,  new-moons,  and  ttated  fettivab,  at 
the  ottering  of  every  facrifice  to  the  Lord,  according  to  the  number,  and  accord- 

31  rag  to  the  rite  preferibed  to  them.  Thus  were  they  to  guard  the  convention-tent, 
and  the  fan&uary,  and  to  attend  to  the  orders  of  their  brethren,  the  fons  of  Aaron, 
in  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord* 

\  32,  Dtftributton  of  the  Aaromtes  into  twenty-four  Clajfes. 

1  THE  diftribution  of  the  progeny  of  Aaron  into  clajfes ,  was  as  followeih. — The 
a  ions  of  Aaron  were  Nadab,  Abiu,  EJeazar  and  Ithamar.  But  Nadab  and  Ainu  dy¬ 
ing  before  their  father,  and  having  no  children,  Eleazar  and  Ithamar  had  the 

3  prieftly  office.  Now  when  David  Attributed  the  Aaronites  into  daffies,  Zadok 
was  at  the  head  of  the  progeny  of  Eleazar,  and  ||  Abiathar  Ben-Ahimelech  |  at  the 

4  head  of  the  progeny  of  Ithamar.  But  as  more  principal  men  were  found  among 
the  progeny  of  Eleazar,  than  among  the  progeny  of  Ithamar,  the  whole  were  Attri¬ 
buted  into  fifteen  patriarchal  chiefs  of  the  progeny  of  Eleazar,  and  right  patri- 

5  arcbal  chiefs  of  the  progeny  of  Ithamar.— They  'were  Attributed  by  lots,  inAfcri- 
minately :  becaufe  the  chiefs  of  the  fan&uary,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  judges,  had 

VARIOUS  READING. 

CH,  XXTV.  Ter.  3.  j]  In  the  pTefcnt  text  there  u  <xAy  Abimtltck :  but  there  was  bo  fuch  prieft  in  David’s 
reign :  whereas  Abiathar  Ben-AbimrUch  was  principal  high-prieft  until  the  reign  of  Solomon.  Comp. 

1  Kings  1.  7.  and  2. 26.  and  fee  c.  a.  on  2  Sam.  8*  17. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

by  a  pofterior  regulation  fixed  the  period  at  twenty.  Numb.  35.  la.  been  fettled  in  the  line  of  Eleazar  and  in 
In  the  time  of  Mole*  it  was  fixed  at  twentywfive  i  or,  as  the  perfon  of  Phi  ne  has,  this  prerogative  was  loft  at  the  death 
others  think,  at  thirty.  See  c»  a.  on  Numb.  4,  3,  and  of  jsli;  from  which  period,  we  find  the  progeny  of  Ithamar 
comp.  v.  28.  ^  (hare  equally  in  that  dignity  with  the  progeny  of  Eleazar. 

V.  48.  The  Jam  of  Aaron  t  L  e.  the  priefts  of  his  race.  Hence  David,  to  prevent  jealoufy  between  the  two  families, 
for  the  tinw  being:  perhaps  better  tranftated  here  Aa-  makes  this  cUftribu‘ion  by  lot. 

matet,  lb.  Tbc  ddtfs  of  the  JUsBuary,  flee.  i.  e.  the  adminiftra- 

C  h.  xxiv.  ver.  5.  Btcaufe ,  flee.  To  underfland  this,  it  tors  of  religion,  and  the  admimftraton  of  jtrfBcc, 
mud  be  remarked,  that,  although  the  high-prieftl  ood  had, 
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Tbt  Aartniit:  divided  1  CHRONICLES.  XXIV.  ifflo  twenty  four  Claffej* 

been  equally  taken  from  the  progeny  of  Eleazar,  and  from  the  progeny  of  Ithamar. 
Shemaiah  Ben-Nathanael,  the  feribe,  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  wrote  down  their  names,  6 
in  the  prefence  of  the  king  and  the  chiefs,  Zadok  the  prieft  and  Abiathar  Ben- 
Ahimelech,  and  the  patriarchal  heads  of  the  priefts  and  Levites ;  in  the  proportion. 


of  one  patriarchal  chief  |j  for  Ithamar,  and  two  for  Eleazar.  | 

The  firft  lot  came  fprth  to  Joiarib  :  7 

The  fecond  to  JedaJah  : 

The  third  to  Harm*;  E 

The  fourth  to  Sheorim  : 

The  fifth  to  Malchi&h  :  9 

The  fixth  to  Miamin : 

The  feventh  to  Hakoz ;  10 

The  eighth  to  Abiah  : 

The  ninth  to  Jefliuah  :  ia 

The  tenth  to  Shechaniah : 

The  eleventh  to  EUafhib :  n 

The  twelfth  to  Jakim  1 

The  thirteenth  to  Huphah :  13 

The  fourteenth  to  JeJhebeab : 

The  fifteenth  to  Biigah :  14 

The  fixteenth  to  Imer  : 

The  feventeenth  to  Hezer :  15 

Thb  eighteenth  to  Aphzez : 

The  nineteenth  to  Phethahiah  :  16 

The  twentieth  to  Hezechiel : 

The  twenty- firft  to  Jachin :  17 

The  twenty-fecond  to  Gamul : 

The  twenty-third  to  Delaiah  :  18 

The  twenty-fourth  to  Maaziah  : 


Such  were  the  courfes  of  their  miuifterial  offices,  in  their  attendance  at  the  houfe  19 
of  the  Lord;  according  to  the  injun&ions  of  their  forefather  Aaron,  as  the  Lord, 
the  God  of  Urael,  had  preferibed  to  him, 

§  33.  Dtfiributwn  of  the  other  Levites* 

THE  reft  of  the  progeny  of  Levi  were  thus  dsflributed*  20 

VARIOUS  READING. 

V.  6.  a  The  prefent  text  has  quite  the  reverie  j  namely,  oat  for  £Ieazart  and  two  for  Ithamar,  But  it  feerns 
evident  time  the  names  have  been  interchanged.  Comp.  ver.  4,  and  fee  c.  a.  where  die  reafons  for  my 

tranflating  as  above,  are  fully  given. 
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Of  the  progeny  of  Amram,  in  the  line  cf  Gerjbom ,  wa»  Shubad ;  and,  of  the 
3i  progeny  of  Shubael,  was  Jehadiab.* — And,  of  the  line  of  Rehabkh  j 

and,  of  the  progeny  of  Rehabiah,  the  chief  was  |[  Ifhiah. 

22  Of  the  Izarites,  was  Shelimoth ;  and,  of  the  progeny  of  Sheiimoth,  was  jfttath. 

23  Of  the  progeny  of  f  Hebron,  were  j  Jeriah  the  frf,  Amariah  the  fecond,  Jaha- 
zid  the  third,  Jekameam  the  fourth, 

24  Of  the  progeny  of  Uziel,  was  Michah ;  and,  of  the  progeny  of  Michah,  Shamir. 

The  fons  of 'Merari  were  Mahii  andMufhi.  .  The  fan  of  Jaaziah  was 

27  Beno.  The  progeny  of  Merari,  through  Jaaziah,  were  Bono,  and  ShOasa,  and 
Zachar,  and  Ibri.J 

\\  Of  Mahii  came  Eleazar,  who  had  no  Tons;  and  KUh,  whofe  fon  was  Jerahmecl. 

30  The  fons  of  Mu  (hi  were  Mahii,  and  £der,  and  Jerimoth. 

31  Such  were  the  Levitical  progenies,  according  to  their  patriarchal  honfes.  Thefe, 
alfo,  drew  lots.  In  the  fame  manner  as  their  brethren  the  Aaronites  (the  dder 
houfe  and  the  younger  houfe  alike) ;  in  the  prefence  of  king  David,  and  of  Zadok 
and  ||  Abiathar  BeorAhimelecb,  |  and  of  the  patriarchal  chiefs  of  the  prielb  and 
Levites. 

i  And,  frfit  David  and  the  chiefs  of  the  facred  order  fele&ed  a  certain  number  for 
the  fervice  of  the  fons  of  Afaph,  Heman,  and  Jeduthin ;  who  were  to  prophefy 
with  harps,  lutes,  and  cymbals ;  and  the  number  of  the  men  employed  was  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  refpeftive  fervice. 

a  The  fons  of  Afaph  were  Zachur,  Jofeph,  Nethaniah  and  J  Afliarelah.  Thefe 
fons  of  Afaph  attended  Afaph  when  he  prophefied  under  the  dire&ion  of  the  king, 

3  The  fons  of  Jeduthun  were  Gedaliah,  jj  Zeri,  lfaiah,  f  Shimei,  Hafhabiah  and 
Matbithiab,  fix;  thefe  attended  their  father  Jeduthun,  while  he  prophefied  with  the 
harp,  in  giving  thanks  and  praife  to  the  Lord. 

4  The  fons  of  Heman  were  Bukiali,  Mathaniah,  |j  Uziel,  |j  Shebud*  Jerimoth, 
Hananiah,  Hanani,  Eliathah,  Gidalthi,  Romanti-ezer,  Joftibekafli,  Malothi,  Hothir 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V,  21.  |J  or  lfaiah .  See  c.  R.— V,  23.  f  Supplied  from  ch.  23.  19.  See  aifoc^i.  26.  31.— V.  31.  y  The  pre- 
fent  reading  is  Ahimthch  only.  See  VAR.  rsad.  on  v.  3.  CH.  XXV.  ven.  2.  D  aL  IJharelah. — V.  3.  ||  al. 

Jzru  lb.  f  s£P.  ALEX.  ARAB,  and  3  ads. — V.  4.  (S  ai.  Anamh  lb.  j|  al.  ShubatL 

HPIiSiTOEt  KflUI. 

V.  a6»  and  *7.  What  »  included  In  brackets  appeared  this  u  the  beft.  I  can  ma^e  of  it,  See  c.  a.  where  fome  v*. 
to  Capeilus  and  Houbigant  an  interpolation.  It  certainly  n’ety  of  reading  ia  noticed. 

cornea  in  very  awkwardly,  if  it  be  not  misplaced :  and  even  Cb.  xxv.  ver.  1.  Who*  were  tv  prophefy;  i,  f.  to  chant 
then  fomrthhjg  fifema  to  be  wanting.  Perhaps  the  Text  facred  hymns  accompanied  by  mafic.  ^  ^  • 

originally  ran  thus  :  V.  »6.  The  font  of  Merari  ‘were  Mahfi  V.  1.  When  he  prephefed  under  the  dirt8ion  f  the  tmgf 
and  Mujin.  V.  a8.  From  Mahii  /prang  £!eaxar,  who  had  i.  e.  as  I  underhand  it,  either  fet  to  mafic  the  king's  com- 
no  font;  and  Kifk *  wbcje  fm  wot  Jerbamti,  whofe  fan  wot  portions,  or  compafed  for  the  king.  We  have  ft  ill  p  films 
Joeziah.  V.  27.  The  progeny  of  Merari,  then,  through  Jaa-  under  the  name  of  Afaph. 
his  defendant,  wereShaam,  Zachur,  and  11  ri.  At  leaft 
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and  Mahazioth :  a!l  thefe  were  fons  of  Heman,  the  king’s  feer  in  divine  mat-  5 
ters ;  to  exalt  the  horn :  for  the  Loro  Had  given  to  Heman  fourteen  fons,  and 
three  daughters. 

All  thefe  attended  their  refpe&ive  fathers,  for  the  purpofe  of  ringing,  in  the  6 
hoiife  of  the  Lord  ;  with  cymbals,  lutes  and  harps*  for  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  of 
the  Lord  ;  under  the  direction  of  the  king,  Afaph,  Jeduthun,  and  Heman :  their  7 
number,  with  their  brethren  who  were  mftru&ed  in  finging  profits  to  the  Lord, 
all  expert  finger**  was  ^wo  hundred  and  eighty-eight — Thefe,  the  fmall  as  well  as  8 
the  great*  the  teacher  hs  well  as  the  taught,  drew  lots  for  their  refpe&ive  courfes. 

The  firft  lot  came  put  for  Jofeph,  the  fon  of  Afaph ;  who*  with  bis  fans  and  bre-  9 
tbrtrt*  were  twelve . 

The  fecond  for  Gejdaliah  j  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve. 


The  third  for  Zachur  ;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve.  10 

The  fourth  to  |  Izri ;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve.  11 

The  fifth  to  Nethaniah  j  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve.  la 

The  fixth  for  Bukiah  ;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve.  13 

The  feventh  to  ||  Ifharelah  ;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve.  14 

The  eighth  for  Ifhaiah ;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve.  15 

The  ninth  Tot  Matharuah ;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve.  16 

The  tenth  for  Shimei  5  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve,  17 

The  eleventh  for  ||  Azareel;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve.  18 

The  twelfth  for  Halhabiah;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve.  19 

The  thirteenth  for  I  Shubael;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve.  ao 
The  fourteenth  fbr  Mathithiah ;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve,  ai 
The  fifteenth  for  Jerimotb ;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve.  22 
The  fixteenth  for  Hananiah ;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve,  23 
The  feventeenth  for  Jofhbekalhah ;  who,  with  his  fon?  and  brethren,  were  34 
twelve. 

The  eighteenth  to  Hanani  5  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve.  15 


V  *  R  I  O  tJ  S  READINCt. 

V.  ix.  g  al.  Zeri. — V.  14.  £  al,  AJbarelab . — V.  18.  H  al.  XJzieL — V.  ao.  ff  aL  hlebueL 

IXIUVATOXT  SOTK, 

V.  The  ihig’t  Jeer  ;  who,  it  feenw,  vu  chiefly  con-  For  tie  Lomb,  to  exalt  his  Aon*,  bad  given  to  Neman  fourteen 
halted  m  religious  natters.  Jons  and  three  daughters .  See  c.  a.  and  compare  the  foug  of 

Tb.  7b  exalt  the  honu  I  have  rendered  the  words  lite*  Hanna,  i  Sam.  a.  i  2k  id. 
rally*  bccauie  1  unsot  fur*  of  their  meaning.  Some  in-  V.  6.  JB  thefe „  This  relates  not  to  the  fons  of  Heman 
terpreterc  think  they  fignify  to  freujc  God  math  haw  or  only,  hut  to  the  whole  before  mentioned;  as  is  evident  from 
trumpets.  1  think  they  can  have  no  fcch  meaning :  and  the  context.  See  c.  a. 

am  apt  to  believe  that  they  regard  Menus,  to  whom  Go»  V.  9.  The  words  in  Italic*  have  dropped  out  of  the 
had  given  f o  numerous  a  progeny.  The  following  words,  Text :  but  that  they  Rood  there  once  is  evident,  A  veftige 
for  the  Loan,  & c.  feem  much  to  favour  this  interpretation:  of  them  Rill  remains,  although  mifpbctd  in  the  Greek  vejv 
and  perhaps  the  whole  comma  fhould  he  rendered  thus:  fionj  and  the  wWe  equivalently  In  the  Arabic.  See  c.R- 
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46  The  nineteenth  for  Malothi  j  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve. 

47  The  twentieth  for  Eliathah  ;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve. 

28  The  twenty-firft  for  Hothir;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were  twelve. 

29  The  twenty-fecond  for  Gidalthi ;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were 

twelve. 

30  The  twenty- third  for  Mahazioth;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were 
twelve. 

31  The  twenty-fourth  for  Romaoti-ezer ;  who,  with  his  fons  and  brethren,  were 
twelve. 

k  With  refpe&  to  the  diftribution  of  the  gate-keepers,  it  was  thus: 

Of  the  Korahites,  was  ||  Meftielemiah,  of  the  progeny  of  Korah,  and  of  the 

a  progeny  of  jj  Abiafaph.  The  fons  of  Mefhelemiah  were  Zachariah,  the  firft- 

3  born ;  Jedaiel,  the  fecond  ;  Zebadiah,  the  third  ;  Jathoiel,  the  fourth ;  Elam,  the 
filth ;  Johanan,  the  fixth ;  Elioenai,  the  feventh. 

4  Next  was  Obed-edom,  whofe  fons  were  Shemaiah,  the  firft-born;  Jozabad, 

5  the  fecond 5  Joah,  the  third ;  Sachar,  the  fourth  \  Nathanael,  the  fifth  ;  Amiel,  the 
fixth ;  Ilhachar,  the  feventh ;  Pheulthal,  the  eighth  1  for  God  had  bleffed  him  with 

6  fans.  To  his  fon  Shemaiah  were  fons  alfo  bom ;  who,  being  men  of  valour, 

7  were  chiefs  in  their  paternal  houfe.  The  fons  of  Shemaiah  were  Othni,  Raphael, 

8  Obed,  and  Elzabad :  with  their  brethren,  men  of  valour,  EUu,  and  Samachiah.  All 
thefe  were  the  progeny  of  Obed-edorn  :  fo  that  with  thefe,  their  fons,  and  their 

9  brethren,  Obed-edom  had  fixty-two  valiant  men,  able  for  the  fervice :  whereas 
Melhelemiah  had,  of  fons  and  brethren,  only  eighteen  valiant  men. 

10  NeXT  was  Hofah,  of  the  progeny  of  Merari ;  whofe  fons  were  Shimri,  the  thief 

ji  (for,  although  he  was  not  the  firft-born,  his  father  made  him  the  chief) ;  Hilkiah, 

the  fecond  ;  Tebaliah,  the  third  5  Zachariah,  the  fourth ;  all  the  fons  and  brethren 
of  Hofah  were  thirteen. 

t2  Among  thofe  chief  men  were  diflributed  the  offices  of  gate-keepers,  to  ferve  in 

13  their  refpettive  wards,  at  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  *  The  frnall,  as  well  as  the  great, 
according  to  their  paternal  houfes,  drew  lots  for  every  gate. 

14  For  the  eaft  gate,  the  lot  fell  to  Mefhelemiah :  but  his  fon  Zachariah  being  a 
prudent  counfellor,  for  him  alfo  they  drew  a  lot ;  and  his  lot  came  out  for  the 
north  gate. 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XXVI.  vet.  j.  y  al.  Shtlamiah.  Ib.  ||  The  prefect  TSXTand  all  the  verfions  have  Afaph,  But  I  am  per- 
fuaded  that  the  true  reading  is  Abiafaph,  See  c.R,  and  comp.  c.  6 .  37.  and  9.  19.— V.  14.  «  The  reft  of 
this  chapter,  and  the  whole  of  ch.  xxvlt.  are  wanting  in  the  Polyglott  copies  of  syr.  and  arab. 

IJFLAK  A  T  O  K  Y  NOTES. 

Ch.  xxvi.  vnr,  7.  With  their  brethren ,  &c.  Le.  near  kmf«  V.  13.  For  every  gate,  Thefe  gates  were  not  in  the  tern- 

into;  though  not  the  fons  of  Shemaiah.  See  c.  r.  pie  itfel£  but  i □  the  wall  that  farrounded  it  and  its  porches. 
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To  Obed-edom  came  out  the  fouth  gate  ;  and  to  his  Tons  the  guardjhip  of  the  15 
(lore-rooms  above. 

To  Hofah  came  out  the  weft  gate,  with  the  gate  of  ejection,  by  the  railed  caufe-  16 
way  :  ward  oppofite  to  ward. — At  the  eaft  gate  were  daily  polled  fix  Levites  ;  at  17 
the  fouth  four  5  two  at  the  ftore-rooms,  and  two  at  the  armory  ;  at  the  weft,  four  *8 
at  the  caufeway,  and  two  at  the  armory.  Thus  were  the  offices  of  the  gate-keepers  19 
diftributed  among  the  progeny  of  Korah,  the  defendant  of  Merari. 

Their  brother-Levites,  who  were  over  the  treafurea  of  the  houfe  of  Goi>,  and  20 
over  the  treafurea  of  hallowed  things,  were  the  following, — The  fons  of  Laadan,  that  21 
is  the  patriarchal  chiefs  defcended  from  Laadan  the  Gerfhonite,  Jehiel  and  the  fons  « 
of  Jehiel,  Zethan  and  his  brother  Joel ;  together  with  fojne  of  the  Amramites,  23 
Dantes,  Hebronites,  and  Uzielites,  were  over  the  treafures  of  the  houfe  of  the 
Loro  :  and  Shebuel,  a  defendant  of  Gerfhon,  was  chief  ruler  over  thofe  treafures.  24 
— And  his  brethren,  from  Eliezar ;  whofe  fon  was  Rehabiah,  whofe  fon  was  Je-  25 
ffiaiah,  whofe  fon  was  Joram,  whofe  fon  was  Zichri,  whofe  fon  was  Shelomith  \ 
which  Shelomith,  with  his  brethren,  were  over  all  treafures  of  hallowed  things;  26 
which  king  David,  and  the  patriarchal  chiefs,  had  dedicated  ;  befide  what  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  thoufands  and  of  hundreds,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  hoft,  had  dedicated  out  27 
of  the  fpoils  won  in  battles,  for  the  building  and  fumiftring  of  the  houfe  of  the 
Loro  ;  with  all  that  had  been  dedicated  by  Samuel  the  feer,  by  Saul  Ben-Kifh,  28 
by  Abner  Ben-Ner,  and  by  Joab  Ben-Zeruia :  all  that  had  been  dedicated,  was 
under  the  care  of  Shelomith  and  his  brethren. 

Of  the  Izarites,  Chenaniah,  with  his  fons,  were  fcribes  and  judges  over  Ifrael,  for  29 
external  affairs, — Of  the  Hebronites,  Hafliabiah,  with  his  brethren,  a  thouiand  and  50 
feven  hundred  valiant  men,  had  the  charge  of  the  Ifraelites  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
Jordan,  in  every  affair  and  fervice  relating  to  the  Lord  and  to  the  king. — Of  the  31 
Hebronites,  alfo,  according  to  their  paternal  genealogies  (when  they  were  fought 
for  in  the  fortieth  year  of  the  reign  of  David),  there  were  found,  at  Jazer  of  Gilead, 

EIHAXATD1T  ROTES. 

V.  15.  Tbs Jhn-roemt  above.  What  I  render  Jlore-ramt  prated  after  each  number.  See  c,  R. 

U  in  our  common  vetfioa  the  houft  $  jtfuppm:  and  the  V.  18.  And  tzoo  at  the  armory,  Thefc  words  evidently 
word  rendered  above,  according  to  the  prclcnt  divifion  of  belong  to  verfc  17;  but  whether  the  Hebrew  word pharlar 
the  text,  belongs  to  the  next  verfe ;  and  u  tran Anted  in  the  be  properly  rendered  armory,  I  am  not  tire.  See  c.  a. 
common  verfioa  To  Sbapbim.  But  who  is  Shuphim?  or  V4  31,  m,  *3.  The  text  here  has  appeared  to  molt  in. 
what  right  has  he  to  be  placed  before  Hofab  l  I  am  con-  terpreter#  exccedioghr  perplexed  and  mutilated  :  yet  all 
vioced  that  the  word  belongs  to  v,  15  *  and  have  ventured  the  ancient  verikma  teem  to  have  fo  read ;  and  I  think  t 
to  tTanflate  it  above ;  i.  e.  the  upper  galleries  of  the  temple,  have  rendered  it  intelligibly  and  truly.  See  c.  a. 
where  the  ftorta  were  probably  kept;  and  to  which  there  .  V.  26.  Which  Shelomith,  &c.  The  conftru&ion  a  broken, 
was  an  entrance  by  a  winding  ftair,  at  the  fouth  fide  of  the  as  ia  often  the  cafe  in  the  Hebrew.  The  nominative  is 
temple.  Comp.  1  Rings,  6.  8,  and  fee  c.  a-  above,  at  the  beginning  of  verfe  ay. 

V,  »6-  Th*  gate  of  ejeSian;  i.  e.  the  gate  by  which  the  V.  19.  Chataruah,  be.  Thefe  feem  to  have  refidrd  at  J«- 
61th  was  thrown  out.  Our  trxnflators  retained  the  Hebrew  nifalem;  to  whom  probably  appeals  might  be  made  from 
name,  Sbadubtth.  See  c.  a.  provincial  courts:  unlefswe  data  them  with  the  Hebronites 

V.  17.  Wert  daily  pofed.  Although  I  have  followed  the  under  Haftabiah;  which  tbe  Text  will  bear. 
prefcDt  text,  X  am  much  inclined  to  think,  with  Honbigant,  V.  31,3a.  Thefe  verfes  are  clear  enough  when  properly 

that  the  word  rendered  daily,  was  originally  LeviUr,  re-  arranged. 
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Captain*  of  (be  -dnay  I  CHRONICLES.  XXVII.  in  tbi  Dajj  of  David* 

32  many  valiant  men  ;  4  of  whom  Jeriah  was  the  chief  |  Him  and  his  brethren,  two 
thoufand  and  feven  hundred  valiant  men,  and  heads  of  families,  David  made  rulers 
over  the  Reubenites,  the  Gadites,  and  the  half-tribe  of  Manaffeh ;  in  every  affair 
and  matter  relating  to  God,  and  to  the  king, 

§  34.  The  Captains  of  the  Army,  the  Chief  of  Tribesi  and  the  domejlic  Officers  of 

David, 

1  BUT  a  certain  number  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  patriarchal  chiefs,  captains  of 
thoufands  and  of  hundreds,  and  other  officers,  who,  on  every  occafion,  attended  the 
king,  were  divided  into  couries ;  who  came  into  waiting ,  and  went  out,  month  by 
month :  each  courfe  confiding  of  twenty-four  thoufand  men, 

I  Over  the  firft  courfe,  for  the  firft  month,  was  Jalhobeam  Ben-Zabdiel  j  of  the 
progeny  of  Pherez ;  chief  of  all  the  captains  of  the  holt  for  the  firft  month ;  4.  and 
in  his  courfe  were  twenty-four  thoufand, 

4  Over  the  courfe  of  the  fecond  month,  was  j|  Dodai,  an  Ahothite  j  and  the 
leader  of  the  courfe  under  him  was  Micloth :  and  in  hia  courfe  were  likcwlfe  twenty- 
four  thoufand, 

5  The  third  captain  of  the  hoft,  for  the  third  month,  was  Benaiah,  fon  of  Joiadah, 

6  the  chief'prieft :  and  in  his  courfe  were  twenty-four  thoufand.  This  Benaiah  was 
the  moft  valiant  of  the  thirty  worthier  and  above  the  thirty.  His  fon  Amizabad 
was  alfo  in  his  courfe. 

7  The  fourth  captain,  for  the  fourth  courfe,  was  Afael,  the  brother  of  Joab;  and, 
after  him,  his  fon  Zebadiah :  and  in  his  courfe  were  twenty-four  thoufand. 

8  The  fifth  captain,  for  the  fifth  month,  was  Shamaoth,  an  Izrahite;  and  in  his 
courfe  were  twenty-four  thoufand. 

9  The  fixth  captain,  for  the  fixth  month,  was  Irah  Ben-Ikefh,  a  Thekoite :  and  in 
his  courfe  were  twenty-four  thoufand. 

10  The  feventh  captain,  for  the  feventh  month,  was  Helez,  a  Phelonite,  of  the  pro** 
geny  of  Ephraim  :  and  in  his  courfe  were  twenty-four  thoufand, 

II  The  eighth  captain,  for  the  eighth  month,  was  Sibechai,  an  Huffiathite,  of  the 
progeny  of  Zarah  :  and  in  his  courfe  were  twenty-four  thoufand. 

j 2.  The  ninth  captain,  for  the  ninth  month,  was  Ablezer,  an  Anathothlte,  of  the 
progeny  of  Benjamin ;  and  in  his  courfe  were  twenty-four  thoufand. 

13  The  tenth  captain,  for  the  tenth  month,  was  Maharai|  a  Netophathite,  of  the 
progeny  of  Zarah :  and  in  his  courfe  were  twenty-four  thoufand, 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  3 1,  \  A  fraall  tranfpofition,  for  ihe  fake  of  perfpicuity.  CH.  XXVII.  ver.  3.  4  Tranfpofed  from  ver.  I. 

See  c.  a.— V.  4..fl  al.  Dodo, 


Chicjt  of  Tr  'tUs. 
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The  eleventh  captain,  for  the  eleventh  month,  was  Benaiah,  a  Phirathonite,  of  14 
the  progeny  of  Ephraim  :  and  In  his  courfe  were  twenty-four  thoufand. 

The  twelfth  captain,  for  the  twelfth  month,  was  j  Heldai,  a  Netophathite,  of  15 
the  progeny  of  Othniel :  and  in  his  courfe  were  twenty-four  thoufand. 

Over  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  the  following  were  rulers .  16 

The  ruler  of  the  Reubenites,  was  EJeazar  Ben-Zichri: — of  the  Simeonites, 
Shepharhiah  Ben-Maachah  : — of  the  Levites,  Hafhabiah  Ben-Kemuel ;  and  of  the  17 
Aaronites,  Zadok : — ctT  Judah,  |]  Eliab,  one  of  David’s  brothers  : — of  IfTachar,  Omri  18 
Ben-Michael : — of  Zebu  Ion,  Ifhmaiah  Ben~Obadiah  of  Naphthali,  Jerimoth  Ben-  19 

Azriel ; — of  the  Ephraimites,  Hofheah  Ben-Azaziah  : — of  the  half-tribe  of  Ma-  20 
naffeh,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Jordanr  Joel  Ben-Phedaiah \  and  of  the  half-tribe  of  21 
Manafleh  in  Gilead,  Jdo  Ben-Zachariah  : — of  Benjamin,  Jaafiel  Ben-Abner  \ — of  zt 
Dan,  Azareel  Ben-Jert»ham, — Thefe  were  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes  of  IfraeL  But  of  23 
all  thofe  tribes  David  took  not  the  number,  from  twenty  years  downwards,  becaufe 
the  Lord  had  faid*  that  he  would  make  the  Ifraelites  as  numerous  as  the  liars  of 
the  heavens.  Joab  Ben-Zeruia  had  begun  to  number,  but  finifhed  not ;  becaufe  24 
the  wrath  of  Goj>  fell  upon  Ifrael,  on  that  account :  fo  the  number  was  not  put  in 
the  chronicle-regifter  of  king  David. 

Over  the  king’s  treafures  was  Azmaveth  Ben-AdieL — Over  the  ftore-houfes  in  25 
the  fields,  in  the  cities,  in  the  villages,  and  in  the  forts,  was  Jonathan  Ben-Uziah. 

— Over  thofe  who  worked  in  the  fields*  for  the  tillage  of  the  ground,  was  Ezri  26 
Ben-Chelub.— Over  the  vineyards  was  Shunei,  a  Ramathite :  but  ewer  the  produce  27 
of  the  vineyards,  in  the  wine-cellars,  was  Zabdi,  a  Shiphamite, — Over  the  olive-  28 
trees,  and  the  fycamores  in  the  plains,  was  Baal-hanan,  a  Gedarite :  and  over  the 
oil-cellars  was  Joaih. — Over  the  herds,  that  fed  in  Sharon,  was  Shatrai,  a  Sharon-  29 
ice ;  and  over  the  herd?,  that  were  in  the  vales,  was  Shaphat  Ben-AdlaL — Over  the  30 
camels  was  Obil,  an  Ilhma elite;  and  over  the  afles  was  Jehadiah,  a  Meronothite. — 
Over  the  flocks  was  Jaziz,  an  Agarite. — Ail  thefe  were  rulers  of  the  pofleffions  that  31 
belonged  to  king  David. 

Jonathan,  David's  coufin,  a  prudent  counfellor  and  feribe,  and  Jehiel  Ben-  31 
Hachmoni,  had  the  care  of  the  king’s  fons.— Ahithophel  was  the  king’s  coun-  33 
fellor ;  4.  after  Ahithophel  I,  |J  Benaiah  Ben-Joiadah  j  and  Abiathar. — Hulhai,  34 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  13.  Q  aL  V.  18.  |J  In  the  test  is  JS/iu,  but  sep.  has  retained  the  true  reading,  EJkb,  See  c.  R, — 

V.  33.  4  Tranfpofed  from  the  next  verfe. — V.  34,  J  The  prefect  text  has  Joiadah  Ben-Bmaiah;  but  the 
true  reading,  as  above,  is  confirmed  by  2  mss.  and  talmud.  b  ab.  Compare  ver.  5.  and  1 1.  a 2.  and  fee  c.  r. 

BmAKATOlY  MOTE. 

Ch.xxvu.  vet,  a8.  Syamora.  Not  what  we  commonly  call  by  that  name]  bot  a  fpeciee  of  fig-tree,  very  common  ra 

Judaea,  See  0,  r. 


David* t  ExbcrLjhaa  I  CHRONICLES.  XXVIII.  to  tbt  People,  &e, 

an  Arachite,  was  the  king’s  companion  ;  and  the  captain-^rwr#/  of  the  king’s  ar¬ 
mies  was  Joab* 

§  35.  David* s  lafl  Exhortation  to  the  People ,  and  to  bis  Son  Solomon* 

1  DAVID  now  alTembled,  at  Jerufalem,  all  the  chiefs  of  Ifrael,  the  heads  of  tribes, 
and  the  captains  of  the  divilions  that,  by  courfes,  attended  the  king ;  the  captains 
over  thoufands,  and  the  captains  over  hundreds  ;  thofe  alfo  who  had  the  care  of 
the  king  s  pofleflions  and  cattle,  and  of  his  Tons  ;  with  the  court*  officers,  the  wor- 

2  thies,  and  all  the  men  of  valour* — Then,  king  David,  Handing  upon  his  feet,  faid: 
M  Hear  me,  my  brethren  and  my  people  !  I  intended  to  build  a  refting-houfe  for 
“  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Loro,  and  made  preparations  for  the  building : 

3  w  but  God  faid  tome;1  Thou  (halt  not  build  an  houfe  to  my  name ;  beeaufe  thou 

4  “  haft  been  a  warfaring  man,  and  haft  fhed  much  blood yet  the  Lord,  the  God 
“  of  Ifrael,  hath  chofen  me,  in  preference  to  all  my  father’s  family,  to  be  king 
“  over  Ifrael,  for  eVer.  For,  as  he  hath  chofen  Judah  to  be  the  ruling  tribe,  and  of 
w  the  houfe  of  Judah,  my  father’s  houfe;  fo,  among  the  fons  of  my  father,  he  hath 

5  “  been  pleafed  to  make  me  king  over  all  Ifrael :  and,  of  all  my  fons  (for  the  Lord 
“  hath  given  me  many  fons),  he  hath  chofen  my  fon  Solomon,  to  fit  upon  the 

6  fi  throne  of  the  Lord’s  kingdom,  over  Ifrael ;  and  he  hath  faid  to  me  :  *  Thy  fon 
«•  Solomon  ftiall  build  mine  houfe,  and  my  courts :  for  him  I  have  chofen  to  be 

7  «  my  fon,  and  his  father  I  will  be :  and  his  kingdom  I  wiH  eftabftfh  for  ever;  If  he 

ft  “be  conftant,  as  at  this  day,  in  executing  my  commandments  and  decrees/  Now, 

u  therefore,  in  the  prefence  of  all  Ifrael,  the  Lord’s  own  aflembly,  and  in  the 
w  hearing  of  our  God,  / ohtejlyou ;  make  it  your  ftudy  to  obferve  all  the  command- 
“  ment$  of  the  Lord,  your  God  ;  that  ye  may  poflefs  this  excellent  land,  and 
leave  it,  for  a  perpetual  inheritance,  to  your  children  after  you, — And  thou,  my 
u  fon  Solomon,  acknowledge  the  God  of  thy  |  father,  and  ferve  him  with  a  fin- 
“  cere  heart,  and  with  a  willing  mind ;  for  all  hearts  the  Lord  fearcheth,  and 
M  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  he  underftandeth.  If  him  thou  feek,  by  thee 

JO  “  will  he  be  found  :  but  if  him  thou  foriake,  he  will  rejed  thee  for  ever.  Seeing, 
“  then,  that  tbe  Lord  hath  chofen  thee  to  build  an  hofcfe  for  his  fanduary,  go 
M  confidently  to  work.” 

11  Then  David  gave  to  bis  fon  Solomon  a  plan  of  the  whole  temple;  of  its  court, 
and  of  its  apartments,  its  ft  or  e-rooms,  its  galleries,  its  interior  chambers,  and  the 

12  atonement-room;  with  a  plan  of  all  that  he  had  conceived  in  his  mind,  refpeding 
the  courts  of  the  Lord’s  houfe,  and  all  the  apartments  around,  the  treafuries  of  the 

VARIOUS  READINGS, 

CH.  XXVilL  ret,  8.  Some  interpreters  think  the  words  1  cbtejl  you  flood  originally  in  the  text.  I  believe 
not*,  but  they  are  certainly  to  be  underftood,  See  c*  X. — V.  9,  \\  fathers,  sep. 

309  houfe 
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tb  Solomon, 


houfe  of  God,  and  the  treafuries  of  hallowed  things j  the  order,  alfb,  of  the  courfes  13 
of  the  priefts  and  Levites,  and  of  the  whole  minifterial  fervice  of  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord.  And,  for  the  ferviee-utenfils  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  he  allotted  fo  much  14. 
gold,  by  weight,  for  every  fervice-utenfil  of  gold  j  and  fo  much  fiber,  by  weight, 
for  every  fervice-utenfil  of  filver  *,  for  all  fervice-utenfib  of  every  fort:  for  the  15 
golden  chandeliers  and  their  golden  lamps,  a  certain  weight  of  gold  for  each  chan¬ 
delier  and  its  lamps ;  and,  for  the  filver  chandeliers,  a  certain  weight  of  Giver  for 
each  chandelier  and  its  lamps  ;  according  to  the  ufe  of  each  chandelier :  a  certain  16 
weight  of  gold,  alfo,  ;  for  each  of  the  prefence-bread  tables,  and  of  fiber  for  the 
tables  of  filver  :  for  tiie  forks,  the  fprinkling-bafo'ns,  and  the  libation- cups,  of  pure  17 
gold ;  and  for  every  bafon-cover  of  gold,  and  for  every  bafon-cover  of  filver,  a 
certain  weight ;  for  the  incenfe-altar,  a  certain  weight  of  the  pureft  gold ;  and  for  18 
the  defigned  fupport^r  of  the  golden  cherubs,  which,  expanding  f  their  wings,  | 
overfiiaded  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  :  the  whole  of  the  works,  of  19 
this  plan,  was  deferibed,  according  to  the  intelligence,  which  |j  he  had  received  from 
the  Lord. 

Again  David  faid  to  his  fon  Solomon:  u  Be  firm,  and  a &  refolutely:  have  20 
44  neither,  fear,  nor  dread :  for  the  Lord  [|  God,  ray  God,  is  with  thee :  he  will 
44  not  fail  thee,  nor  forfake  thee,  until  thou  fhalt  have  completed  the  whole  work, 

"  for  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  Lo  !  with  thee,  are  the  courfes  of  the  zi 
44  priefts  and  Levites,  for  every  fort  of  fervice  of  God’s  houfe :  and,  for  all  forts  of 
44  work  man  Chip,  for  whatever  fervice,  every  (kilful  man  will  be  willing  to  qffijlyou  in: 

“  the  chiefs,  alfb,  and  all  the  people,  are  wholly  at  thy  command.” — Then  to  the  1 
whole  aflembly  king  David  faid :  44  My  fon  Solomon,  whom  atone  God  hath 
44  chofen,  is  yet  a  tender  youth  ;  and  great  is  the  work  be  bath  to  do :  for  not  for 
44  man  is  the  palace  to  be  built ,  but  for  the  Lord  God.  I  have,  therefore,  [j  with  2 
14  my  whole  ability,  prepared,  for  the  houfe  of  my  God,  gold  for  gold- work,  filver 
44  for  fiber-work,  brafs  for  brafs-work,  iron  for  iron-work,  and  timber  for  timber- 
44  work  •  with  onyx  and  other  Clones  for  fetdng,  carbuncles  and  Clones  of  various 
44  colours,  and  all  forts  of  precious  Hones,  and  marble  Clones  in  abundance,  Befides,  3 
44  from  my  afFeftion  for  the  houfe  of  my  God,  I  have  a  private  property,  of  gold 
44  and  of  filver,  which  I  give  to  the  houfe  of  my  God  ;  over  and  above  all  that  I 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V*  18.  +  sep.— »V»  19.  |[  The  prefcnt  text  has  It  hut  I  am  perfuaded  that  bt  is  the  true  reading.  Seec.li. 

—V .  20.  0  Wanting; a  SEP.  CHALD,  and  1  Ms.  CH,  XXIX.  vcr.  2.  (|  according  to,  SEP.  with 

fcveral  ms$. 

CXPLAMATOKT  HOTS. 

Ch.  xxul.  ver.  a,  Carhmeies*  Ochera  render  tmtraidtj  and  others  think  they  were  dark -coloured  Rones  of  Tome 

fort  or  other.  See  c.  a. 
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to  tit  Lout* 


4  “  had  .before  prepared  for  that  holy  houfe ;  namely,  three  thoufand  talents  of  Ophir- 
u  gold,  and  feven  thoufand  talents  of  fine  filver,  to  over-lay  the  walla  of  the  ||  apart- 

5  “  meats) ;  the  gold  for  gold- work,  and  the  filver  for  filver- work;  for  all  forts  of 
u  work  to  be  done  by  artifts.  And  now,  who  is,  this  day,  willing  to  come  with 

6  “  full  hands  to  the  Lord  V'~—On  this  the  patriarchal  chiefs,  and  the  chiefs  of  the 
tribes  of  Ifrae),  and  the  captains  of  thoufauda  and  of  hundreds,  and  the  rulers  of 

7  the  king’s  affairs,  fpontaneoufly  offered  and  gave,  for  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  of 
God,  five  1)  thoufand  talents,  and  ten  ||  thoufand  darica,  of  gold ;  ten  |  thouiaad 
talents  of  filver,  eighteen  thoufand  talents  of  brafa,  and  an  hundred  thoufand  talents 

8  of  iron,  Thofe,  alfo,  who  poffeffed  precious  ftones,  gave  them,  for  the  treafure  of 

9  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  into  the  hand  of  Jehiel,  the  Gerfhonite*  For  this  their 
fpontaneous  offering  (for  to  the  Lord  they  had  offered  with  a  fincere  and  hearty 
good  will)  the  t  whole  people  rejoiced  \  and  king  David,  alfo,  rejoiced  with  great 
joy. 

10  Then  David,  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  affembly,  blefled  the  Lord,  and  faid: 
“  Blcffed',  from  ever  and  for  ever,  be  thou,  O  Lord  !  the  God  of  our  forefather 

11  “  Ifrael  i  Thine,  O  Lord  !  is  greatnefs,  and  power,  and  glory,  and  vi&ury,  and 
**  honour:  for  all’ that  is  in  the  heavens  or  on  the  earth  ia  thine:  thine,  O  Lord  ! 

i  a  “is  the  royalty,  and  fupremacy  over  every  head !  from  thee  come  riches  and  ho- 
w  nour,  and  thou  haft  dominion  over  all :  in  thine  hand  is  valour  and  might ;  in 
13  “  thine  band  it  is  to  give  grealnefr  and  fortitude  to  alL  Now,  therefore,  our  God  ! 
j4  u  we  thank  thee,  and  praife  thy  glorious  name :  for  what  am  I,  or  what  is  my 
«  people,  to  be  able  to  make  a  fpontaneous  offering  like  this  ?  Nay,  from  thyielf 

15  44  came  the  whole,  and  of  thine  own  only  have  we  given  to  thee.  Before  thee, 
“  we  are  but  ftrangers  and  fojourners,  as  all  our  forefathers  were  :  our  days,  on 

16  “the  earth,  are  like  a  fhadow  j  without  hopes  of  liability.  O  Lord,  our  God  ! 
“  this  whole  ftore,  that  we  have  prepared,  to  build  for  thie  an  houfe,  to  the  ho- 

17  “  nour  of  thine  holy  name,  cometh  from  thyfelf,  and  is  all  thine  own.  I  know, 
«  [|  my  God,  |  that  thou  fearcheft  the  heart,  and  delighteft  in  fincerityj  and, 
«  therefore,  have  I,  in  the  fincerity  of  mine  heart,  fpontaheoufly  offered  all  thefe 
*  things ;  and,  now,  with  joy  have  I  feen  thy  people,  who  ard  here  prefent,  make  alfo 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  4.  S  Lit.  bsufts  {  but  syr*  ARAB,  and  at  leaft  I  ms.  have  houfe  in  the  lingular :  and  fo  equivalently  sep. 
See  c.  R.—V.7.  1!  Wanting  in  3  ms.  lb.  f]  Wanting  in  i  ms.  Ib.|J  Wanting  in  i  ms.~~V.  9.  +  syr.  arab. 

and  1  ms. — V.  17.  |]  0  Losl,  sep,  arab. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

V,  4.  Three  thoufand  talent*,  &c.  If  to  the  foms  men.  more.  Yet  there  is  no  variety  of  rending  here  but  what 
turned  here  and  in  wr,  7.  be  added  the  fuma  before  cnea-  is  marked  above.  See  c.  a. 

tioued  in  ch.  12.  14.  they  will  amount  to  an  immeufe  fum  V.  7.  Dories,  or  drachmae.  This  feems  to  have  been  a 
mdeed:  not  let  than  eight  hundred  millions  of  pounds  Perfian  coin?  which  was  probably  current  in  Judsa  in  the 
fleriing ;  and  according  to  forac  calculations  a  good  deal  time  of  Dand.  See  c,  a. 

3“ 


u  fponta- 
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u  fpontaneous  offerings  to  thee,  O  Lord!  the  God  of  our  forefathers  Abraham,  18 
“  lfaac,  and  Ifrael;  keep,  forever,  this  difpofition  in  the  thoughts  and  hearts  of  thy 
44  people;  and  dire£l  their  hearts  towards  thyfelf :  and  grant  to  my  fon  Solomon  19 
«  a  fincere  heart,  to  obferve  and  prattife  all  thy  commandments,  thy  teftimonies, 
w  and  thy  ftatutes ;  and  to  build  the  palace,  for  which  I  have  made  provifion.” — 
Here  David  faid  to  the  whole  afiembly :  “  Blefs,  now,  the  Lord,  your  God,”  20 
And  the  whole  afTembly  blefled  the  Lord,  the  God  of  their  forefathers;  and,  bow¬ 
ing  down  their  heads,  they  worihipped  the  Lord,  and  the  king*— -And,  on  the  zi 
morrow  after  that  day,  §  they  flaughtered  facrifices  to  the  Lord,  and  offered  ho- 
locauffs  to  the  Lord,  a  thoufand  bulls,  a  thou  land  rams,  and  a  thoufand  lambs; 
with  their  libations ;  and  other  facrifices  in  abundance  for  all  the  Israelites :  who  22 
ate  and  drank  before  jthe  Lord,  on  that  day,  with  great  rejoicing :  and  made  So¬ 
lomon,  the  fon  of  David,  a  fecond  time  king,  and  anointed  him  chief  ruler  under 
the  Lord,  and  Zadok  &g£*prieft. 

Thus  Solomon  fat  on  the  throne  of  his  father  David,  and  profpered:  for  all  13 
Ifrael  oheyed  him  ;  and  all  the  chiefs  and  worthies,  and  even  all  the  fons  of  king  24 
David,  *  fubmitted  themfelves  to  king  Solomon.  Aad  the  Lord  magnified  Solo-  15 
mon  exceedingly,  in  the  fight  of  all  Ifrael ;  and  beflowed  upon  him  fuch  royal 
fplendour,  as  had  not  been  beftowed  on  any  king  in  Ifrael,  before  him. 

So  when  David  Ben-Ifhai,  who  was  king  over  all  Ifrael,  had  reigned  for  a  fpace  l* 
of  forty  years;  feven  years  at  Hebron,  and  thirty-three  years  at  Jerufalem;  he  died  a8 
in  a  good  old  age ;  foil  of  days,  riches,  and  honour :  and  his  fon  Solomon  reigned 
in  his  ftead. — Now  the  a£ts  of  king  David,  firft  and  laft,  are  written  in  the  records  49 
of  the  feer  Samuel,  and  in  the  records  of  the  prophet  Nathan,  and  in  the  records  of 
the  feer  Gad ;  the  whole  bifiory  of  his  reign,  and  his  power ;  with  all  the  vicifE-  30 
tudes  that  he,  and  the  Ifraelites,  and  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  countries  around  un¬ 
derwent  in  hh  days. 

VARIOUS  HEADINGS. 

V.  11.  U  Dav id}  8Ef.  the  king,  ARAB.  See  C.  R.— V.  R4 .  •  hu father ,  sip.  his  brothers;  ARAB. 
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Salomons  Vtfan  II  CHRONICLES.  I.  ai  Gibran, 

§  i.  Solomons  Sacrifice ,  and  Viftan,  at  Gib  eon. — His  Riches . 

i  TTTHEN  Solomon  Ben-Bavid  was  confirmed  in  his  kingftup  (for  the  Lord, 
a  *  *  his  God,  was  with  him,  and  aggrandized  him  exceedingly),  he  fummoned 
all  the  IfraeUte8,  the  captains  of  thoufands  and  of  hundreds,  the  judges,  and  all  the 

3  prefe&B  and  patriarchal  chiefs  of  Ifirael :  and  Solomon,  and  the  whole  afiembly 
with  him,  went  to  the  hill-chapel  at  Gibeon :  for,  there,  was  the  convention-tent 

4  of  God,  which  Mofes,  the  fervant  of  the  Lord,  had  made  in  the  wildernefe  (but 
the  ark  of  the  Lord  had,  by  David,  been  brought  from  Kiijath-jearim  to  the  place 
which  he  had  prepared  for  it;  for  at  Jerufalem  he  had  ere&ed  for  it  a  tabernacle) : 
— there,  alfo*  before  the  convention-tent,  was  the  brafen  altar,  which  Bezaleel 
Ben-Uri  Ben-Hur  had  made.  Thither,  then,  Solomon  went,  to  the  brafen  altar 
which  was  before  the  Lord,  at  the  convention-tent ;  and,  upon  it,  offered  a  thou- 

7  fand  holocaufts. — That  fame  night  God  appeared  to  Solomon,  and  faid  to  him ; 

8  w  Afk  what  I  fhall  give  to  thee.”  And  Solomon  faid  to  God:  “  Thou  haft 
M  ftiewed  great  goodnefs  to  my  father  David,  and  haft  caufed  me  to  reign  in  his 

9  M  ftead ;  now,  O  Lord  God  !  let  thy  promife  to  my  father  David  be  confirmed: 
«  fince  thou  haft  made  me  king  over  a  people  as  numerous  as  the  duft  of  the  earth, 

10  “  grant  me,  now,  wifdom  and  knowledge,  that  I  may  properly  conduct  this 
,i  “  people:  for  who,  elfe,  can  do  juftice  to  this,  thy  fo  great  a  people  ?” — God  then 

faid  to  Solomon :  *  Becaufe  fuch  is  thy  defire,  and  becaufe  thou  haft  afked  neither 
«  riches,  nor  wealth,  nor  the  lives  of  thine  enemies ;  nor  haft  aflted  even  many 
«  days ;  but  haft  alked  for  thyfelf  wifdom  and  knowledge,  that  thou  mayeft  do 
a  “  juftice  to  my  people,  over  whom  I  have  made  thee  king wifdom  and  knowledge 
“  are  granted  to  thee:  I,  moreover,  give  thee  fuch  riches  and  wealth,  as  none  of 
13  M  the  kings,  before  thee,  have  had ;  nor  none,  after  thee,  fhall  have.” — Solomon 

BXriANjTaKY  HOTJU 

Cb.  i.  ver.  u.  Neither  ruhti,  nor  wealth .  Thefc  words  former  word  may  denote  poCcEona  of  any  kind  j  the  foltnr 
,fccm  almoft  fy  uooymouA  in  Englifh.  In  the  original,  the  aamerary  fpeexes;  perhipt  more  particularly  tribute  money. 
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Solomon  applet  to 
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then  returned,  from  the  hill-chapel  at  Gibeon  and  the  convention- tent,  into  Jeru- 
ialem,  and  reigned  over  Ifrael. 

Solomon,  now,  colle&ed  chariots  and  horfemen*  He  had  a  thoufand  and  four  r+ 
hundred  chariots,  and  twelve  thoufand  horfemen ;  which  he  ftaticmed  in  the  cha¬ 
riot-cities,  and,  with  himfelf,  at  Jerufalem. — In  Jerufalem,  the  king  made  filver  as  15 
abundant  as  ftones,  and  cedar- trees  he  made  as  abundant  as  the  fycamores  in  the 
vale. — Now,  horfes,  for  Solomon,  were  brought  from  Egypt,  particularly  from  16 
Koa :  the  king’s  agents  took  them  from  Koa,  at  a  certain  price,  and  brought  them 
up.  A  fet  of  chariot +horfes  from  Egypt,  they  purchafed  for  fix  hundred  fhekels  of  17 
filver,  and  a  Jingle  horfe  for  an  hundred  and  fifty  \  at  the  fame  price  at  which 
they  were  purchafed  for  all  the  kings  of  the  Hethites,  and  for  the  kings  of  Syria. 

§  2.  Solomons  Application  to  the  King  of  Tyre*  for  Timber  to  build  the  Temple . 

SOLOMON,  now  determined  to  build  an  houfe  to  the  name  of  the  Lord,  i 
and  a  regal  palace  for  himfelf,  muftered  feventy  thoufand  men  to  carry  burthens,  a 
and  eighty  thoufand  to  hew  Jlo%es  in  the  mountains  5  and,  over  thefe,  three  thou¬ 
fand  and  fix  hundred  directors. — To  |)  Hiram,  alfo,  king  of  Tyre,  Solomon  fent  a  3 
meflage,  faying;  “  As  thou  dealedft  with  my  father,  and  fenteft  him  cedars  to  build, 

44  for  him,  a  houfe  to  dwell  in ;  fo  deal  with  me .  Lo  !  I  *  am  going  to  build  an  4 
“  houfe,  to  be  dedicated  to  the  name  of  the  Lord,  my  God  ;  for  the  burning 
c‘  of  aromatic  incenfe  before  him,  and  for  the  morning  aad  evening  holocaufts ; 

44  and  for  thofe  of  the  fabbaths,  and  new  raooos,  and  other  folemn  feftivais  of  the 
44  Lord,  our  God  ;  of  perpetual  obligation  to  Iftadites.  Great  is  the  houfe  lam  5 
“  going  to  build  ;  becaufe  great  is  our  God,  above  all  gods.  Who,  indeed,  hath  6 
41  ability  to  build  an  houfe  to  him;  feeing  the  heavens,  the  higheft  heavens,  cannot 
w  contain  him  ?  Who  am  I,  then,  that  I  Ihould  prefame  to  build  an  houle  for  him ; 

44  lave  only  for  the  purpofe  of  burning  incenfe  before  him  ? — Send  me  now,  there-  7 
41  fore,  a  man,  who  knoweth  to  work  in  gold,  and  in  filver,  and  in  brafe,  and  in 
44  Iron ;  and  in  purple,  and  fcarlet,  and  blue ;  and  who  is  fkilful  in  making  en- 
44  gravings ;  to  worh  with  the  knowing  men,  who  are  with  me  in  Judah  and  at 
44  Jerufidem;  whom  my  father  David  procured.  Send  me,  alfo*  cedar-trees,  fir-  8 
44  trees  and  ||  almng-trees,  out  of  Lebanon ;  for  I  know  that  thy  fervanta  are  expert 
44  in  cutting  timber  in  Lebanon  1  fo#  let  my  fervants  be  with  thy  fervants,  to  pre-  9 
44  pare  for  me  timber  in  abundance;  becaufe  great  and  wonderful  is  to  be  the  houfe 

VARIOUS  READING  9, 

CH«  II.  vet.  3.  B  The  text  has  Huram:  but  tdl  the  v.  v.  even  chald.  with.  15  mss.  and  r.  f.  i  K.  5.  1. 
have  Hiram :  and  fo  all  the  v.  v.  in  ver.  1 1  and  13. — V .  4.  *  his  fmt  sep.  A  very  probable  reading.  See  c.  r. 
r-'V.  8.*  ]|  In  the  text  it  is  algum  ;  but  fever*!  mbs.  have  atm* with  p.  r.  *  K.  to.  1 1.  See  the  note  and 

C*  ■**  on  that  place. 
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44  which 
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10  “  which  I  am  about  to  build. — And  lo  !  to  thy  fervants  who  fell  and  cut  the  tim- 
u  her,  I  will  give,  for  aliment,  twenty  thoufand  cores  of  wheat,  twenty  tbouland 
w  cores  of  barley,  twenty  thoufand  baths  of  wine,  and  twenty  thousand  baths  of 
«  oil” 

ti  Hiram,  king  of  Tyre,  fern  back  to  Solomon,  in  writing,  this  anfwer  :  “  Bccanfe 

i2  w  the  Lord  loveth  bis  people,  he  hath  made  thee  king  over  them :  blefled  (added 
w  Hiram)  be  the  Lord,  the  God  of  lfrael,  who  made  the  heavens  and  the  earth ; 
w  who  hath  given  to  king  David  a  wife  {on,  endowed  with  prudence  and  under- 
u  Handing,  who  might  build  an  houfe  for  the  Lord,  and  a  regal  palace  for  hindclf. 

11  u  I,  therefore,  now  fend  to  thee  a  wife  and  intelligent  man,  ||  Hiram- Abiu,  the  fon 
w  of  a  Danite  woman,  although  his  father  was  a  Tyrian  5  Iktlful  to  work  In  gold, 
**  and  in  filver,  in  braft,  in  iron,  in  ftone  and  in  timber ;  in  purple,  blue,  and  fcar- 
w  let  cotton-wari ;  to  make  atl  forts  of  engravings  ;  and  to  devife  every  kind  of 
w  artificial  work,  that  may  be  propofed  to  him  :  together  with  thine  own  wife* 

15  “  men,  and  the  wife-men  of  my-tord  David,  thy  father.  Let  then  the  wheat,  and 
u  the  barley,  and  the  oil  and  the  wine,  which  my-lord  hath  promifed,  be,  lent  to 

16  “  his  fervants  $  and  we  will  cut,  out  of  Lebanon,  as  much  timber  as  thou  {halt 
M  need ;  and  will  bring  it  by  fea,  in  floats,  to  Japbo ;  whence  thou  lhalt  cany  it  up 

17  w  to  Jerufalem.” — Solomon,  now,  muftered  all  the  aliens,  who  were  in  the  land 
(pofteriorly  to  the  mufter  made  of  them  by  his  father  David),  and  they  were 

18  found  to  be  an  hundred  and  fifty-three  thoufand,  and  fix~bundfed,  Of  thefe  he 
appointed  feventy  thoufand  to  carry  burthens,  and  eighty  thoufand  to  be  fione- 
h ewers  in  the  mountains,  and  three  thouftmd  and  fix  hundred  to  be  dire&ors  of 
the  people  at  work. 


§  3.  The  building  cf  iht  Tmple* 

1  THEN  Solomon  began  to  build  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  at  Jemfalem,on  mount 
Moria,  as  had  been  indicated  to  his  father  David,  and  in  the  place  which  David 
a  had  prepared  at  the  threfhing-floor  of  ||  Araunah,  the  Jebufite.  In  the  ||  fecond 
day  of  the  j  fecond  month,  cf  the  fourth  year  of  bis  reign,  :he  began  to  build. 

3  The  dimenfions,  which  Solomon  laid  down,  in  building’the  houfe  of  the  Lord, 
were  thefe:  the  length  was  fixty  cubits  (cubits  of  the  old  meafure),  and  the  breadth 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

v.  13.  \\  It  is  Huron  in  the  text:  but  all  the  v.  v.  and  p.  P.  m  Kings  have  Hiram.  See  the  note  below. 
CH-  III.  ver.  l.  \  al.  Oman, — V.  a.  Q  Wanting  in  sep.  syr.  vclg.  arab.  and  4  mss. 

Ilf  HSATOHY  MOTE  8. 

Ch.  ti.  ver.  13.  Iftroa~Aktu,  J  con  lid rr  Abhi  as  a  part  cf  cb.  4.  l6«  See  C,  A. 

Hiram’*  name;  added,  probably,  to  diftiogiufh  him  from  Ch.  ill.  ver.  3.  Cubit  1  f  the  dd  meafure ;  lit.  if  the  fur* 
the  king  of  Tyre.  Forth®  refl,  the  Teat  feems,  here,  met  wvfurt.  Hence  wt  may  conclude  that,  when  the  author 
to  be  mutilated  of  a  letter  :  which  I  have  fupplied  from  wrote  this,  another  fort  of  aibil  was  in  ufe, 
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was  twenty  cubits.  The  length  of  the  porch,  facing  it,  was,  according  to  the  4 
breadth  of  the  houfe,  twenty  cubits  ;  f  its  breadth  was  tea  cubits^  |  and  its  height 
5  twenty  j  cubits:  its  infide  he  overlaid  with  pure  gold, — The  greater  houfe  he  $ 
cieled  with  fir-wood,  which  he  overlaid  with  fine  gold  ;  and  embofled  it  with 
palms  and  feftoons.  The  houfe  he  paved  with  beautiful  precious  (tones.  The  f 
beams,  the  pofts  of  the  houfe,  its  walls  alfo  and  its  doors,  he  overlaid  with  pure 
gold ;  and  on  the  walls  he  carved  cherubs,  *4.  The  gold  was  gold  of  Pharvaim.  ] — 

He  next  conftrudted  the  fandhiary ;  the  length  of  which  was,  according  to  the  8 
breadth  of  the  houfe,  twenty  cubits,  and  its  breadth  was  twenty  cubits:  the  gold 
with  which  he  overlaid  it  amounted  to  fix  hundred  talents ;  and  the  weight  of  the  9 
golden  nails  was  fifty  fhekels,  The  upper  chambers  he  alfo  overlaid  with  gold. — In  30 
the  fan&uary,  he  made  two  cherubs  of  fculpmred  work,  and  overlaid  them  with 
gold.  The  wings  of  the  cherubs,  together,  were  twenty  cubits  long.  One  wing,  11 
of  five  cubits,  reached  to  the  wall  of  the  houfe,  and  another  wing,  of  live  cubits, 
touched  the  wing  of  die  other  cherub:  of  the  other  cherub,  alfo,  a  wing,  of  five  1a 
cubits,  reached  to  the  other  wall  of  the  houfe,  and  the  other  wing,  of  five  cubits, 
touched  the  wing  of  the  other  cherub:  thus  the  wings  of  thofe  cherubs  extended  13 
twenty  cubits:  on  their  feet  they  flood,  and  their  faces  were  inward.— The  veil  he  14 
made  of  purple,  and  blue,  and  fcarlet  cotton ;  on  which  were  wrought  cherubs. 

Before  the  houfe  he  made  two  pillars  |  eighteen  cubits  high ;  and  the  capital,  15 
which  was  on  the  top  of  each  of  them,  was  five  cubits.  He  alfo  made  wreathen  16 
liftels,  like  thofe  of  the  oracle,  and  put  them  on  the  capitals  of  the  pillars  ;  and  an 
hundred  pomegranates,  which  he  placed  above  the  wreathen  liftels.  The  pillars  he  17 
ere&ed  before  the  temple  1  one  on  the  right  hand,  and  the  other  on  the  left :  the 
name  of  that  on  the  right  hand,  he  called  Jachin;  and  the  name  of  that  on  the  left, 
he  called  Boaz. 

He  made,  alfo,  an  altar  of  brafs:  Us  length  was  twenty  cubits,  its  breadth  1 
twenty  cubits,  and  its  height  ten  cubits.— He,  alfo,  made  a  molten  fea,  of  a  circular  2 
form  i.  the  diameter  of  which,  from  brim  to  brim,  was  ten  cubits ;  its  height  was 
five  cubits ;  and  a  line  of  thirty  cubits  compaffed  it  around.  Under  itr  brim ,  round  3 
about,  were  H  grape- refembling  knaps,  |  ten  in  every  cubit ;  encompafling  the  fea 
round  about :  the  knops  were  in  two  rows,  caft  In  the  fame  fufion  yrith  the  fea  it- 
felf.  It  flood  upon  twelve  oxen  ;  three  looking  toward  the  north,  three  looking  4 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

v.  4.  t  Added  from  1  Kings,  6.  3.  lb.  [i  So  Arab,  only,  yet  this  is  the  true  reading.  The  reft  have,  an  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty.  The  Hebrew  word  meaning  cubits  was  eafily  changed  into  that  meaning  an  hundred.  See 
c.  r.— V.  7.  4.  Traofpofed  from  ver.  6»— V.  15.  jf  The  thxt,  with  sep.  chald.  and  vulg.  has  thirty-five  ; 
but  the  true  reading  is  that  of  rra.  and  Arab.  , eighteen.  Comp-  1  Kings,  7.  15.  and  Jerem.  5a.  ai. 
CH-  IV.  ver.  3. 1)  Theprefent  text,  with  set.  chald.  and  vulo.  has  oxen  ;  a  mod  wild  and  inadmtffibie 
reading  j  which  muflt  be  re&ified  by  p.  p.  1  Kings,  7*  *4.  See  c.  R- 
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toward  the  weft,  three  looking  toward  the  fouth,  and  three  looking  toward  the 
eaft ;  and  the.  lea  was  fo  placed  above  them,  that  all  their  hinder  parts  were  in- 

5  ward.  The fea  waB  an  hand-breadth  thick;  and  its  brim,  like  the  work  of  a  cup’s 
brim,  was  bordered  with  flowers  of  lilies.  It  contained  ||  three  thoufead  baths.— 

6  He,  alfo,  made  ten  hrajen  lavers  ;  ef  which  he  placed  five  on  the  right  hand,  and 
five  on  the  left,  to  wa£h  in :  in  them  were  wafhed  the  things  that  appertained  to 

7  the  facrifices  j  but  the  fea  was  fox  the  priefts  to  walh  in. — He,  alfo,  made  ten. 
golden  chandeliers,  of  a  peculiar  form ;  and  placed  them  in  the  temple,  five  on  the 

S  right  band,  and  five  on  the  left. — He, alfo,  made  ten  tables;  which  he  placed  in  the 
temple,  five  on  the  right  fide,  and  five  on  the  left. — He  made,  alfo,  an  hundred  bafons 

9  of  gold.— He,  alfo,  made  the  court  of  the  priefts,  and  the  great  court  for  the  people; 

10  the  doors  of  both  which  he  overlaid  with  brafs. — On  the  right  fide,  at  the  fouth- eaft 
n  corner,  he  placed  the  fea.— Hiram  made,  alfo,  the  pots,  the  fhovels,  and  the  fprink- 

ling-bafons. 

Thus  Hiram  completed  the  work  which  he  had  to  make,  at  the  defire  of  king 
i a  Solomon,  for  the  houfe  of  God  :  the  two  pOUrs,  with  the  capitals  on  the  tops  of 
the  two  pillars,  and  the  two  net-works  (to  cover  the  two  bowls  of  the  capitals, 

1 3  that  were  on  the  pillars);  and,  on  the  net-works,  four  hundred  pomegranates: 
two  rows  of  pomegranates  on  each  of  the  net-works,  that  covered  the  two 

14  bowls  of  the  capitals,  that  were  on  the  pillars* — The  inwr-ftands  he  alfo  made, 
and  the  lavers  upon  the  4?ver-ftands. — One  fea  with  twelve  oxen  under  it; 

16  the  pots,  alfo,  and  the  fhovels,  and  the  fprinkling-bafons,  and  the  flefh-forks, 
and  all  the  other  utenfils,  Hiram-Abiu  made,  of  polifhed  brafs,  at  the  defire 

17  of  Solomon,  for  the  houfe  of  the  Lord. — In  the  plain  of  the  Jordan  the 
king  caufed  them  to  be  caft,  in  the  clay-ground  between  Succoth  |j  Zaradatha. 

1 8  — All  thofe  hrafon  utenfils  were,  by  Solomon,  made  in  fuch  abundance,  that 

19  the  weight  of  the  brafe  was  not  enquired  into. — But  air  the  other  utenfils,  that 
Solomon  made  for  the  houfe  of  God  ;  the  golden  altar,  and  the  table  on  which 

20  the  prefence-bread  was  placed,  and  the  chandeliers  (with  their  lamps)  that  were  to 
ai  burn,  according  to  the  rite,  before  the  oracle,  were  of  the  pureft  gold :  the  flowers, 
22  alfo,  the  lamps,  and  the  fnuffers,  were  of  the  very  purefbgold.  The  knives,  the 

fprinkling-bafons,  the  fpoons,  and  the  cenfers,  were  of  pure  gold.  The  ||  hinges, 
alfo,  of  the  doors  of  the  inner  houfe  or  fan&uary,  and  of  the  doors  of  the  outer 
houfe  or  temple,  were  of  gold. 

1  When  thus  was  completed  the  whole  work,  which  *  Solomon  made  for  the 

VARIOUS  READINGS, 

V.  5.  0  In  Kings,  the  number  ia  iivOf  but  the  reading  here  feems  to  me  the  more  probable.  See  c.  n.— ■ 
V,  17.  J]  ai.  Zoriban . — V.  21.  \\  The  prefent  text  has  entrance  but  T  am  ptrfuaded,  with  Capeiius  and 
Houbigant,  that  binges  is  the  true  reading.  See  c.  R.  and  conip.  1  Kings,  7.50.  CH.  V.  ver.  I.  *  ting, 
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Solemn  Dedication  II  CHRONICLES.  VI.  ef  the  Temple^  and 

houfr  of  the  Lord  ;  Solomon  brought  in,  alfb,  all  the  filver,  and  the  gold,  and  the 
vafes,  which  his  father  David  had  hallowed ;  and  placed  them  among  the  treafures 
©f  the  houfe  of  God, 

•  §  4.  The  Dedication  of  the  T a.mpUy  Esf  c# 

SOLOMON,  now,  called  together  unto  him,  at  Jerusalem*  f  all  the  elders  of  2 
Ifrael ;  all  the  heads  of  tribes,  and  patriarchal  chiefs  of  the  children  of  Ifrael ;  that 
they  might  bring  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  out  of  the  city  of  David, 
or  Zion.  All  the  chief  men  of  Ifrael  being  thus  aflembled  about  |j  tlie  king,  |  at  the  3 
feftival  of  boothsy  in  the  feventh  month  j  the  Levites,  accompanied  hy  all  the  4 
elders  of  Ifrael,  took  up  the  ark,  and  brought  away  both  the  ark  and  the  con-  5 
vendon-tent,  with  all  the  hallowed  utenfils,  that  were  in  the  tent ;  ali  thefe  the 
priefts  f  and  Levites  brought  away ;  while  king  Solomon,  and  the  whole  cohered  6 
aflembly  of  Ifraelites  with  him,  were  facri Being,  before  the  ark,  fheep  and  oxen,  fo 
many,  that  they  could  not  be  numbered,  nor  fupputed. — -Thus  the  priefts  brouglit  7 
the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  into  its  place*  in  the  oracle,  or  mod  holy 
place  of  the  houfe  j  Under  the  wings  of  the  cherubs  :  for  the  cherubs,  fpreading  & 
forth  their  wings  over  the  place  of  the  ark,  overfhaded  both  the  ark  and  its  poles ; 

£0  that,  aitbough  the  poles,  being  longer  than  the  arit  were  vifible  from  the  infide  9 
of  the  |  fan&nary,  they  were  not  viGtde  from  the  outfide : — there  they  remain 
unto  this  day. — In  the  ark  was  nothing,  but  the  two  tables  f  of  ftone,|  which  10 
Mofes,  at  Horeb,  had  placed  there  5  containing  the  covenant  which  the  Lord  made 
with  the  children  of  ifrael,  on  their  coming  out  of  Egypt. 

Now,  as  loon  as  the  priefts  were  come  out  of  the  fandtuary  (for  all  the  priefls  i  t 
prefent  had  been  fimdtified;  nor  did  they  then  wait  by  courfes),  and  while  the  Le-  12 
vitea,  the  muficians,  the  whole  bands  of  Afaph,  Heman,  and  Jeduthun,  with  their 
Iona  and  their  brethren,  arrayed  in  muflin,  and  having  cymbals,  lutes,  and  harps, 
flood  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  altar;  together  with  an  hundred  priefts,  founding  trum¬ 
pets  : — as  foon  as  the  trumpets  united  in  one  fymphony  with  the  lingers  in  praifing  13 
and  thanking  the  Lord;  and  when  the  fingers  had  attuned  their  voices  to  the 
trumpets  and  cymbals,  and  other  mufical  inftruments;  and  were  praifing  the  Lord: 

M  Becaufe  he  is  good  !  becaufe  everlafting  is  his  bounty  !**  J  a  cloud  fo  filled  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord,  j  that  the  priefts  could  not  fland  to  minifter :  for  the  glory  of  r4 
the  Lord  had  filled  the  houfe  of  God. — Then  faid  Solomon:  u  In  a  thick  cloud,  1 

various  readings. 

V.  2.  t  SIR,  AYR.  ARAB,  and  2  MSI. — V.  3.  &  king  Salomon,  STft.  with  5  Msa.— V.  5.  f  26  MS3.  With  all  the 
ant.  V.  V.  See  c.  r.— V.  p*  j]  So  sxp.  with  5  mss,  and  p.  p.  1  Kings,  8,  8.  The  prefent  text  has  ark ,  See 
c.  R-~V .  10.  f  str.  with  1  ms.  and  p.  p.  1  Kings,  8. 9.  arab.  has,  table*  ef  the  covtnaxt. — V,  13.  fl  I  hare 
folio-wed  the  reading  of  r.  p,  1 K.  8.  to,  and  this  reading  U  agreeable  to  the  text  here :  fare  that  the  word 
bwft  is  awkwardly  repeated;  and  feems  to  be  an  interpolation.  Some  modems,  with  bep,  would  read : 
tit  houfe  was  fo  filled  with  a  thud  tf  iht  glory  of  the  Lord*  See  C.  R* 
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2  a  O  Lord  !  thou  haft  laid,  thou  wouldeft  dwell  %  truly,  then,  have  I  builded,  for 

3  u  thee,  an  houfe  to  dwell  in;  a  place  for  thy  perpetual  refi deuce*” — Here,  the  king, 

4  turning  about,  hailed  the  whole  aflembly  of  Ifrael,  and  faid;  w  Bleffed  be  the  Lord, 
“  the  God  of  Ifrael ;  who  hath,  with  his  own  hand,  fulfilled,  what,  with  his  own 

5  u  mouth,  he  promifed  to  my  father  David,  faying :  *  From  the  day  that  I  brought 
“  my  people  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  I  have  chofen  no  city,  among  all  the  tribes 
M  of  Ifrael,  in  which  to  build  an  houfe  where  my  name  may  be  invoked :  nor  had  I 

6  “  chofen  any  man  to  be  a  ruler  over  my  people,  the  Ifraelitcs,  But  I  have,  tmut 
u  chofen  Jerufalem,  that  my  name  may  be  there  invoked;  and  David  I  have  chofen, 

7  “  io  be  over  my  people,  the  Ifraelttes.* — Now  it  was  the  with  of  David,  my  father, 

8  u  to  build  an  houfe  to  the  name  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael :  but  the  Lord 
u  faid  to  my  father  David :  1  In  as  far  as  it  is  thy  wilh  to  build  an  houfe  to  my 

9  w  name,  fo  far  thou  doeft  well  to  wilh  it ;  yet  an  houfe  to  my  name  tftOfc  fhalt  Hot 
“  build  j  but  thy  fon,  proceeding  from  thine  own  loins,  fhall  build  an  houfe  to  my 

10  u  name*’ — The  Lord  hath  now  fulfilled  the  word,  which  he  then  fpoke;  for  I,  as 
“  the  Lord  promifed,  am  rifen  up  in  the  room  of  my  father  David  ;  and,  fcated 
“  on  the  throne  of  Ifrael,  I  have  builded  an  houfe  to  the  name  of  the  Lord,  the 

11  w  God  of  Ifrael ;  wherein  I  have  placed  the  ark,  in  which  is  the  covenant  of  die 
a  Lord,  which  he  made  with  the  children  of  IfraeL” 

ii  f  Solomon,  then,  placed  himfelf  before  the  ark^  in  the  view  of  the  whole  af- 

13  fembly  of  Ifraelltes  :  for  Solomon  had  made  a  fcaffold  of  bra&  five  cubits  kmg,  five 
cubits  broad,  and  three  cubits  high,  and  had  placed  it  in  the  midft  of  the  court ; 
upon  which,  he  placed  himfelf,  and,  kneeling  upon  his  knees,  in  the  view  of  the 

14  whole  afTembly  of  Ifraelites,  he  fpread  forth  his  hands  toward  the  heavens,  and  faid: 
M  O  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael  \  there  is  no  God,  either  in  the  heavens  f  above, 
“  or  on  the  earth  f  below,  like  thee,  who  keepeft  thy  bounteous  covenant  with^iy 

1 5  “  fervants,  who,  with  all  their  hearts,  walk  before  thee:  whothaft  kept  with  my  father  * 
u  David,  the  promife  which  thou  madeft  to  him  ;  and  what  thou  fpokeft  with  thy 

ifi  “  mouth,  haft  with  thine  hand  fulfilled,  as  this  day  Jkewrtb .  Now,  therefore,  O 
a  Lord,  God  of  Ifrael,  keep,  alfi ,  with  my  father  David,  tjhat  promife,  which 
u  thou  madeft  to  him,  laying :  ‘  Some  one  of  thy  pofteritjy  fliaU  never  fail  to  lit, 
u  in  my  prefence,  on  the  throne  of  Ifrael ;  provided,  that '  thy  children  take  heed 

17  w  to  their  way,  fo  as  to  walk  by  my  law,  as  thou  haft  walked  before  me now, 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  VT.  ver.  <5.  is  totally  wanting  m  8  mss.  and  the  firft  comma  in  syr.  arab.  See  c-  R.— V.  la.  f  syr. 
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“  then,  O  Lord,  God  of  Ifrael,  let  thy  proralfe,  1 1  pray  thee  be  verified,  which 
“  thou  madeft  with  thy  fervant^  my  father  |  David. — But  will  God  indeed,  then,  18 
“  dwell  with  men  on  the  earth  ?  Lo  i  the  heavens,  the  higheft  heaven®,  are  not 
“  fufficient  to  contain  thee ;  how  much  lefs  this  houfe  which  I  have  builded 
“  Yet,  have  thou  regard  to  the  prayer  of  thy  fervant,  and  to  his  fupplication,  O  19 
44  Lord,  my  God!  fo  as  to  liften  to  the  requeft  and  prayer,  which  thy  fervant, 

44  f  this  day,  |  maketh  in  thy  prefence ;  that,  night  and  day,  thine  eyes  may  be  20 
“  open  toward  this  houfe;  toward  the  place,  of  which  thou  haft  fold,  it  fhould  bear 
44  thy  name ;  fo  as  to  liften  to  the  prayer  which  thy  fervant  may  make  toward  this 
11  place,  liften  thou  to  the  fupp]ications  of  thy  fervant,  and  of  thy  people  the  If-  21 
“  raelitee,  which  they  may  make  toward  this  place :  hear  thou  them,  from  the  hea- 
41  vens,  thine  own  dwelling-place  j  and,  when  thou  heareft,  forgive. 

44  Ip  any  man  offend  his  neighbour,  and  the  latter  put  him  to  his  oath,  and  the  2a 
44  oath  be  made  before!  thine  altar,  in  this  houfe ;  then,  hear  thou,  from  the  hea-  23 
41  vens,  and  do  juftice  40  thy  fervants,  in  condemning  the  guilty,  and  making  his 
44  guilt  fall  \ipon  his  oytn  head  ;  and  in  juftifying  the  righteous,  by  dealing  with 
“  him  according  to  his  righteoufnefe, 

**  Ip  thy  people,  the  Braelites,  be  defeated  by  the  enemy,  for  having  finned  againft  24 
44  thee;  and  fhail  turn  again  f  to  thee,  [  and  confefs  thy  name;  and  pray  and  make 
44  fupplication  to  thee,  toward  this  houfe  5  then,  hear  thou,  from  the  heavens,  and  25 
u  forgive  the  fin  of  thy  people,  the  IfraeUtes ;  and  bring  them  back  into  the  land, 

44  which  thou  gaveft  to  their  forefathers. 

“  If,  for  their  having  finned  againft  thee,  the  heavens  be  fhut  up,  and  there  be  26 
44  no  rain  ;  if  they  pray  toward  this  place,  and  confds  thy  name,  and  turn  from 
u  their  fin,  when  thou  haft  affiifted  them ;  then,  hear  thou,  from  the  heavens,  and  27 
44  forgive  the  fin  of  thy  fervants  and  people,  the  Hraelites:  fhew  them  the  good 
way,  in  which  they  ought  to  walk;  and  fend  rain  upon  the  land,  which  thou 
44  baft  given  to  thy  people  for  an  inheritance. 

44  Ip  there  be, ,  in  the  land,  famine,  peftilence,  blight,  mildew,  locuft  or  cater-  28 
44  pillar ;  if  their  enemies  befiege  them,  in  any  of  their  cities  ;  whatfoever  be  the 
44  calamity,  whatfoever  the  difeafe :  every  prayer  and  fupplication,  made  by  any  of  29 
“  thy  people,  who,  confcious  of  his  own  ailment  and  grievance,  fhail  fpread  forth  his 
41  hands  toward  this  houfe ;  hear  thou,  from  the  heavens,  thine  own  dwelling-place,  30 
44  and  forgive ;  and  render  to  every  man  according  to  all  tus  deferts,  and  as  thou 
44  knoweft  his  heart :  for  thou,  only,  knoweft  the  hearts  of  f  aft  the  children  of 

VIRIODI  HEADINGS. 
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31  44  Adam; — that  they  may  reverently  walk  in  thy  ways,  as  long  as  they  live  in  the 
M  land,  which  thou  gaveft  to  their  forefathers. 

With  refpe&  even  to  a  ftranger,  who  is  not  of  thine  awn  people,  the  If- 
44  raeliles  ;  but  cometh  from  a  diftant  country,  for  the  fake  of  thy  great  name,  thy 
**  ftrong  hand,  and  thine  extended  arm  j  if  he  fhall  come  and  pray,  at  this  houfe  j 

33  44  then,  hear  thou,  from  the  heavens,  thine  own  dwelling-place,  and  do  whatfoever 
u  the  ftranger  invoketh  for  ;  that  every  people  of  the  earth  may  acknowledge  thy 
“  name,  and  revere  thee  like  thine  own  people  the  Ifraelites ;  and  that  they  may 
“  be  convinced  that  this  houfe,  which  I  have  builded,  is  catled  by  thy  name. 

34  w  Tf  thy  people  go  out  to  battle,  againft  their  enemies,  by  whatfoever  way 
44  thou  may  eft  fend  them ;  and  if  they  lhall  pray  to  thee,  toward  this  city  which 

35  "  thou  haft  chofen,  and  the  houfe  which  I  have  builded  to  thy  name:  then  hear 
44  thou,  from  the  heavens,  their  prayer  and  application,  and  fupport  their  caufe. 

36  44  If  they  fin  againft  thee  (for  what  man  finneth  not  ?)  and  thou,  being  irritated 
“  againft  them,  deliver  them  up  to  the  enemy,  and  they  be  carried  captives  into 

37  44  the  enemy’s  country,  far  or  near :  if,  in  the  land  whither  they  are  carried  cap- 
u  tiveB,  they  reflect  and  turn  to  thee ,  and  pray  to  thee  in  the  land  of  their  captivity, 
“  faying:  *  We  have  finned*  we  have  done  wrong,  we  have  a<3ed  impioufly;* 

38  44  and  return  to  thee,  with  all  their  heart,  and  with  all  their  foul,  in  the  land  of 
“  their  captivity,  whither  they  have  been  carried  captives  ;  and  pray  to  thee ,  toward 
“  their  own  land,  which  thou  gaveft  to  their  forefathers,  and  toward  the  city,  which 

39  “  thou  haft  chofen,  and  toward  the  houfe  which  I  have  builded  to  thy  name ;  then, 
44  hear  thou,  from  the  heavens,  thine  own  dwelling-place,  their  prayer  and  fuppli- 
48  cation,  and  fupport  their  caufe;  and  forgive  thy  people  what  fin  they  may  have 
“  committed  againft  thee.  * 

40  44  J  Thus,  my  God,  may  thine  eyes,  I  befeech  thee,  be  open,  and  thine  ears 

41  44  attentive,  to  prayer  made  in  this  place |.  * — And,  now,  come,  O  Lord  God! 
44  into  thy  refting-place  j  thou,  and  the  ark  of  thy  ftrength.  May  thy  priefts,  O 
44  Lord  God  l  be  clothed  with  fecurity,  and  may  thy  holy  ones  rejoice  in  happx- 

42  44  nefs,  Reje&  not,  O  Lord  God!  thine  anointed;  remember  the  pious  deeds  of 
44  thy  fervant  David.” 

1  Now,  when  Solomon  had  made  an  end  of  praying,  ||  fire  came  down  from  the 
heavens,  and  confumed  the  holocaull,  and  the  other  facxifices :  and  the  glory  of  the 

a  Lord  fo  filled  the  houfe,  that  the  priefts  could  not  enter  into  the  houfe  of  the 

3  Lord  :  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord  had  filled  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  | — And  when 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  39.  •  See  a  conGderabte  addition  in  p.  p.  1  1C  8.  50,  jr.— V.  40,  (]  See  a  different  reading  in  p.  p. 
lb*  •  See  in  p.  f*  another  addition.  GH.  VII.  per.  1.  Q  There  is  not  a  word  of  all  this  in  p.  p.  but 
inftesd  of  it  Solomon’s  benediction  of  the  people. 
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all  the  children  of  lfracl  faw  the  fire  come  down,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  upon 
the  houfe,  they  bowed  themfelvcs  with  their  faces  to  the  ground,  upon  the  pave¬ 
ment,  and  worlhipped  and  praifed  the  Lord  :  “  Decaufe  he  is  good  \  becaufe  ever- 
44  lafting  hia  bounty*” 

Then  the  king,  and  all  the  people,  offered  facrifices,  before  the  Lord.  King  } 
Solomon  offered  a  facrifice  of  twenty-two  thoufand  beeves,  and  an  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  fheep ;  and  thus  the  king,  and  all  the  people,  dedicated  the  houfe 
of  God.  The  priefts  and  the  Levites  attended,  with  inftruments  of  fecred  mufic,  6 
which  king  David  had  made,  and  in  hymns  which  David  had  taUght  them,  to 
praife  the  Lord:  “  \  Becaufe  he  is  good  ;  j  becaufe  everiafting  his  bounty:”  while 
the  priefts,  oppofite  to  them,  were  founding  trumpets ;  and  all  the  IfraeUtes  were 
ftanding  round , — Now,  Solomon  had,  that  day,  hallowed  the  whole  area  of  the  7 
court,  that  was  before  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  and  there  he  offered  holocaufts,  and 
the  fat  of  the  euchariftic  facrifices ;  becaufe  the  hrafen  altar  which  he  had  made, 
was  not  fufficicnt  to  receive  all  the  holocaufts,  and  donatives,  and  the  fat  t  of  the 
euchariflic  facrifices  |.-H On  this  occafion,  Solomon,  with  all  the  Ifraelitea  (a  very  8 
great  affemblage,  from  the  entrance  into  Hamath  unto  the  river  of  Egypt),  kept  a 
feftival  of  feven  days,  f  and  feven  days,  fourteen  days :  j  for  on  the  eighth  day  they  9 
held  a  convocation;  and  thus  kept  the  dedication  of  the  altar  feven  days,  and  feven 
days  the  feftival  of  boothu — And,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  the  feventh  month,  10 
he  difmiifed  the  people  to  their  own  homes,  joyful  and  glad  in  heart  for  f  all  the 
good  which  the  Lord  had  fhewn  to  David)  and  to  Solomon,  and  to  his  people  the 
IfraeUtes. 

§  S'  The  Lord  oppearetb  again  to  Solomon, 

WHEN  Solomon  had  thus  completed  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  the  king's  u 
houfe,  and  proiperoufly  effe&ed  whatfoever  he  wifhed  to  make  in  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  5  the  Lord  appeared  to  Solomon,  by  night ;  and  faid  to  him :  “  I  have  12 
“  heard  thy  prayer,  and  have  chofen  this  place,  to  myfelf,  for  an  houfe  of  facrifice. 

4<  J  If  I  £hut  up  the  heavens,  fo  that  there  be  no  rain;  or  if  I  command  the  locufts  13 
M  to  devour  the  land;  or  if  I  fend  peftilence  among  my  people:  if  my  people,  from  14 
44  me  denominated,  fhall  humble  themfelves,  and  pray  and  addrefs  themfelves  to 

VIRIOOI  READING*. 

V.  6.  t  STR.  «nd  3  HAS.  See  c.  R.— -V.  7.  f  rrs..  auab.  with  f.mE.  8.  64^— V.  8.  f  grit.  Arab,  with  v.  r. 

—V.  io.  f  child,  na.  arab.  sod  la  Mss.  See  c.  a.— V.  13.  1  This  and  the  following  verie  are  not  in 

p.  1  Kings. 

umsiroiT  mots. 

Ch.  *iu  rer.  4.  Offered  Jacrijicu,  or  Jlaaghtertd  wfiw,  rmmbcr  of  perfooa  were  then  prefect  atTendalem  j  asd  that 
The  peat  p amber  of  beevea  and  Iheep  here  mentioned  has  the  feftival  krited  twenty-two  day*.  &e  c.  r. 
to  fome  icemed  incredible :  but  it  moft  be  confidcrcd  what 
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**  me,  and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways  ;  then  wiU  I  hear,  from  the  heavens,  and 
*5  M  forgive  their  fin,  and  heal  their  land.  For  mine  eyes  (hall  be  open,  and  mine  ears 
1 6  w  attentive,  to  prayer  made  in  this  place :  |  now,  that  I  have  choferi  and  hallowed 
M  this  houfe,  to  be  denominated  mine  for  ever:  fo  that  mine  eyes,  and  mine  heart 
1  jr  “  (hall,  at  all  times,  be  there- — And,  j  as  for  thyfelf,  |  if  thou  wilt  walk  before  me, 
M  as  thy  father  David  walked ;  and  do  according  to  all  that  I  have  commanded 

18  “  thee,  and  obferve  my  ftatutes  and  my  decrees  j  then,  will  I  eftablilh  the  throne 
u  of  thy  kingdom,  as  I  covenanted  with  thy  father  David,  (aying ;  c  Some  one  of 

19  w  thy  pofterity"  (hall  never  fail  to  be  ruler  in  Ifrael ;*  but,  if  ye  turn  afide,  and  for- 
“  fete  my  ftatutes  and  my  commandments,  which  I  have  fet  before  you  ;  and  will 

20  “  go  and  ferve  other  gods,  and  worflup  them  :  then  will  I  pluck  you  up,  by  the 
si  w  roots,  out  of  the  land  which  I  have  given  to  you ;  and  this  houfe,  which  I  have 

44  hallowed  to  mine  own  name,  wiU  I  caft  out  of  my  fight ;  and  will  make  it  a. 
“  proverb,  and  a  by- word  among  all  the  nations  round :  yes,  this  haufe,  high  as  it 
a  is,  (hall  be  a  fubje&  of  aftonifliment  to  every  one  who  (hall  pafe  by  it ;  who  will 
as  w  *  fry :  4  Why  hath  the  Loud  done  fb  to  this  land,  and  this  houfe  V  and  the 
u  anfwer  will  be: *  Becaufe  theyforfook  the  •  Lord,  the  God  of  their  forefathers, 
u  who  had  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt ;  and  attached  therafelves  to 
u  other  gods,  and  ferved  them ;  for  that  caufe  hath  f  the  Lord  j  brought  upon 
“  them  all  this  evil.” 

§  6.  Miscellaneous  Anecdotes  of  Solomon  \r  Reign. 

1  AT  the  end  of  the  twenty  years,  in  which  Solomon  bullded  the  houfe  of  the 

2  Lord  and  his  own  houfe ;  Solomon  repaired  the  cities,  which  Hiram  had  rellored 

3  to  Solomon,  and  caufed  the  children  of  Ifrael  to  dwell  in  them. — Then  Solomon 

4  went  to  Hamath- Zoba,  and  prevailed  ^gainft  it ;  and  builded  Thadmor  in  the 

5  wildernefsj  and  all  the  ftore-cities,  which  he  builded  in  Hainath. — He  alfo  repaired 
Beth-horon  the  upper,  and  Beth-horon  the  nether ;  both  fenced  cities,  with  walls, 

6  gates,  and  bars :  Baalath,  alfo,  and  all  the  other  ftore-cities  that  belonged  to  Solo¬ 
mon  ;  and  all  the  cities  for  his  chariots  and  cavalry :  whalfoever  Solomon  wiflied 
to  build,  either  at  Jerufrlem,  or  in  Lebanon,  or  in  any  other  part  of  his  do¬ 
minions. 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  17.  0  Some  MSS.  have  w«u.  See  c.  R. — V.  41.  *  Stop,  Jbah  bis  food,  ondt  fainting  -with  bit  hand,  Jay>  syr. 
and  arao.  See  c.  R.— V.  22.  •  covenant  afthe%  syr.  arab.  and  3  Mss.  Ib.  f  syr*  arab.  and  3  mss.  with 

p.p.  1  K.  p.  9. 


BI  PLAKATO  ri  BOTH. 


V.  if.  WiU  I pkth J4ft.  The  text  has  them  :  but  that  Ch.  viiL  ver.  a.  Tbt  at igt  which  Hiram  bad  rtflored. 
is  as  Hebraifm  equivalent  to  you:  and  fo  the  Greek,  Comp.  1  K.  9.  12.  __ 

Syriac,  Arabic,  ami  Latin  txanilators  hart  rendered  ii.  V.  4.  Thadmor ;  he.  Palmyra  ;  which  Jokphur  tell*  u« 

Sec  c.  a.  was  a  day*#  journey  from  the  Euphrates.  See  c.  A. 


3*3 


T  t  2  All 


II  CHRONICLES.  IX. 


Wx  vyu  \ 


All  the  people,  that  remained,  of  the  Hethitee,  Amoritea,  Phererites,  Hevites  7 
and  Jebufitea  ;  who  were  not  Ifraelites,  but  the  children  of  thafe  Chauaanites  who  8 
ftill  remained  in  the  laud,  and  whpm  the  children  of  Iirael  had  not  extirpated,  So¬ 
lomon  made  tributaries,  unto  this  day :  but  of  the  children  of  iirael  Solomon  made  9 
no  flaves,  for  his  work ;  they  were  his  foldiera,  and  chieftains,  and  captains,  and 
charioteers,  and  horfemen.  Of  thofe  chief-officers  of  king  Solomon,  ||  two  hundred  10 
and  fifty  were  directors  over  the  people,  who  laboured  in  the  •work. 

Solomon  brought  up  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh,  out  of  the  city  of  David,  into  u 
the  houfe  which  he  hgul  huilded  for  her  :  for  he  fatd  :  u  My  wife  IhaD  hot  dwell 
w  in  the  houfe  of  David,  lung  of  Ifrael :  becaufe  it  had  been  hallowed  by  the  ark 
u  of  the  Lord  having  been  there,” 

Now,  Solomon  offered  holocaufta  to  the  Lord,  on  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  which  12 
he  had  budded  before  the  porch,  every  day  after  a  certain  rate,  according  to  the  33 
commandment  of  MdTei :  on  the  febbath-days,  alio,  and  on  the  new^moom,  and 
on  the  three  fokmn  fqftivah  of  the  year ;  on  the  feftival  of  unleavened  bread,  on 
the  feftival  of  weeks,  and  on  the  feftival  of  bootha.-^The  courfes  of  the  priefts  in  14 
their  refpexftive  -office^  he  appointed  according  to  the  order  of  Iris  father  David  j 
and  the  Levites  to  their  refpe&ive  charges,  ta  praife  the  Lord,  and  sunifter  under 
the  priefts,  as  the  duty  of  every  day  required :  the  courfes,  atib,  of  the  porters,  at 
every  gate: — for  fo  David,  the  man  of  God,  had  commanded:  from  the  iajun&iam  15 
of  the  king  to  the  priefts  and  Levites,  they  deviated  not,  concerning  any  office,  or 
concerning  the  treafures  of  the  temple.  For  every  thing  that  Solomon  had  to  do,  16 
from  the  day  of  the  foundation  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  unfit  it  was  perfectly 
competed,  had  been  pre-appointed. 

Solomon,  after  that went  to  Ezion-geher,  and  to  Eloth,  at  the  fide  of  the  fea  17 
in  the  land  of  Edom :  whither  Hiram  feat  Chips  to  him  by  his  fervajats,  who  were  ift 
fkilful  mariners:  and  who  went  wkh  the  fervaota  of  Solomon  to  Qphir ;  and 
whence  fetched  fen*  hundred  and  {  fifty  talents  of  gold  s  which  they  brought  to 
king  Solomon* 

$  7.  The  Queen  tf  Sheba's  Vjfit  to  Solomon^  tsfe. 

WHEN  the  queen  of  Sheba  heard  of  the  fame  of  Solomon,  fhe  came  to  Jerufalem  1 
with  a  very  great  retinue,  and  camels  bearing  fpices,  and  a  great  quantity  of  gold,  and 
precioua  ftones ;  to  try  Solomon  wkh  hard  queftions  :  and,  when  Che  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  king  Solomon,  fhe  propofed  to  him  aH  that  was  in  her  mind.  And  Solo-  1 
mon  folved  all  her  queftions  :  there  was  nothing  hidden  from  Solomon :  he  told 

vaaioua  rbadjmg* 

CH»YI&  *«• fh?Sang&  it  \*JU* :  where  in  the  var.  azaa.  comft  thru  inlp  V.  18. 9  hj  *•?. 

1  K»  9.  38.  the  number  and  wa.  and  abab.  have  here  adtjftvr  bundnd. 
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3  her  every  thing. — Now,  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  had  feefi.4hewifttora  of  Solo- 

4  mon;  the  honfewhich  he  had  builded,  the  food  of  his  table,  the  Hation -of  his  Ser¬ 
vants,  the  attendance  of  his  minifters  with  their  robes,  his  cup-beareife,  a&,w£th 
their  robes,  and  his  manner  of  going  tip  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  (he  was  afte* 

5  niftied,  and  laid  to  the  king:  u  True  was  the  report,  which  I  heard,  in  mine  own 

6  a  land,  of  thine  ads,  and  of  thy  wifdom !  That  report,  however,  I  did  not  believe, 
44  until  1  came,  and  &w  with  mine  own  eyes  ;  When,  lo  !  not  one  half  of  the  great- 
w  nefs  of  thy  wiBom  had  been  told  to  me;  thou  exceeded  the  report,  which  I  had 

7  44  heard  Happy  thy  men  !  happy  thefe  thy  iervants,  who  coaftaotiy  attend  thee, 

8  44  and  hear  thy  wifdom.  BlefTed  be  the  Lord,  thy  God,  who  has  been  pleaded  to 
44  fet  thee  upon  his  own  throne,  to  reign  under  the  Lord,  thy  God.  Becaufe  thy 
44  God,  through  his  love  to  the  Ifraelites,  would  for  ever  eftab&h  them,  hath  he 

9  44  made  thee  king  over  them,  to  exercife  equity  and  juftice.” — She  then  gave  to  the 
king  an  hundred  and  twenty  talents  of  gold,  a  great  ftore  of  fpices,  and  precious 
ftones :  there  were  no  fucb  fpices,  as  thofe  which  the  queen  of  Sheba  gave  to  king 

it  Solomon.  4*  Oft  the  other  band ,  Solomon  gave  to  the  queen  of  Sheba  whatfoever  the 
defired  and  afked,  befide  J  what  he  fpontaneoufly  gave  to  her.  | — So  fhe  returned,  and 
went  to  her  own  country ;  fhe  and  her  fervants. 

10  Now,  the  fervants  of  Hiram,  who  with  the  fervants  of  Solomon  brought  gold 

1 1  from  Ophir,  brought  aifo  algum-wood  and  precious  ftones.  Of  the  al  gum-wood 
the  king  made  a  balaftrade  for  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  antLfor  the  king’s  houfe ; 
alfo  harps,  and  pfijteries  for  the  fingers :  there  had  been  no  fuch  algum-wood  teen 
before,  in  the  land  of  Judah* 

13  The  weight  of  gold*  that  came  in  to  Solomon,  ra  one  year,  was  fix  hundred  and 

14  fixty-fix  talents  of  gold  ;  befide  what  the  miners  and  ^/fiMnerchants  trough r  in. 
All  the  kings  of  Arabia,  and  the  governors  of  the  land,  brought,  like  wife,  gold  and 

15  filver  to  Solomon.  Of  aft  tkitr  king  Solomon  made  two  hundred  fhieldfc  of  fuse 

16  gold  ;  each  Odeld  containing,  fix  hundred  Ihekels  of  fine  g<*ld :  and  three  hundred 
f mailer  fhields  of  fine  gold;  each  (Meld  containing  three  hundred  fhekels  of  fine 

17  gold.  Thefe  the  king  placed  in  the  houfe  of  the  foreft  ofl  Lebanon. — The  kkg, 

18  alfo,  made  a  great  throne  of  ivory,  which  he  overlaid  with  pure  gold.  The  throne 
had  fix  fteps,  [)  with  a  foot-ftool  of  gold ;  f  and  the  top  jof  the  throne,  behind, 
was  round ;  |  on  each  fide  of  the  feat-place  were  arm«ftays,iand  two  lions  ftanding 

19  by  the  arm-ftays ;  and  upon  the  fix  fteps,  on  the  one  fide  and  on  the  othejy-ftood- 

TAHim  RBADlNfif. 

CH.  IX  «r.  ix.  +  Tranfpofcd  hither  for  the:  fake  of  conoe£Horu  Sec  the  c.  a.  on  1  K.  10. 13.  Ik  fl  The 
prefent  text  has,  vobaijbt  gave  to  him  :  a  mamfeft  but  early  corruption.  Comp.  p.  p.  r  K»  10.  13.  and 
fee  c.  ju«—V.  18.  fi  Wanting  in  sr*.  £hab.  moft  copies  of  sev.  and  p.  P.  x  K.  10.  19.  in  lieu  of  which  it 
the  addition  that  follows;  which  is  alfo  here  in  syr.  and  ahabv  Set  c.  r. 
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twelve  lions :  the  like  had  not  been  made  in  any  kingdom,-— All  the  drinking-  20 
vefTels  of  king  Solomon  were,  likewise,  of  gold ;  and  all  the  uteniib  of  the  houfe 
of  the  foreft  of  Lebanon  were  of  pure  gold  ;  none  of  filver ;  which,  in  the  days  of 
Solomon,  was  accounted  of  no  value.  For  the  king's  flups,  with  the  fervants  of  ai 
Hiram,  went  to  Tharfhiih ;  and,  once  in  every  three  years,  the  (hips  of  Tharfliifh 
returned,  bringing  gold,  and  diver,  and  ivory,  and  apes,  and  peacocks. 

Thus  king  Solomon,  in  riches  and  wifdom,  exceeded  all  the  kings  of  the  earth ;  22 
and  all  the  kings  of  jthe  earth  were  eager  to  fee  Solomon,  and  to  hear  his  wifdom,  23 
which  God  had  put* into  his  mind:  and  every  one  of  them  brought  his  prefent;  24 
utenfils  of  filver,  and  utenfils  of  gold  ;  and  garments,  and  armour,  and  fpice6,  and 
horfes  and  mules ;  and  that,  year  by  year. — Solomon  had  J  four  thoufand  ftalls  of  25 
chariot-horfes,  |  and  twelve  thoufand  horfemen  ;  which  he  Rationed  in  the  chariot- 
cities,  and  with  himfelf  at  Jerufalem,  4*  For  horfes  were  brought  to  Solomon,  out  28 
of  Egypt,  and  out  of  all  other  countries.  J — For  he  had  dominion  ,  over  all  the  kings,  a6 
from  the  river  \  Euphrates,  unto  the  land  of  the  Philiftine*  and  unto  the  border  of 
Egyptj — In  Jerusalem,  the  king  made  filver  as  abundant  as  Rones,  and  cedar-trees  27 
he  made  as  abundant  as  the  fycamores  of  the  vales. 

The  reft  of  the  aSs  of  Solomon,  firft,  and  laft,  are  written  in  the  records  of  Na^  29 
than  the  prophet,  and  in  the  prophecy  of  Ahiah  the  Shilonite  5  and  in  the  vifio'ns 
of  ido,  the  feer,  concerning  Jeroboam  Bea~Nebat— Solomon  reigned,  in  Jenifalem,  30 
over  all  Ifrael,  forty  years.  And  Solomon  flept  with  his  forefathers ;  and  was  bu-  31 
ned  in  the  city  of  David,  his  father:  and  his  fon  Rehoboam  reigned  in  his  fte&d.  * 

§  S,  Revolt  of  ten  Triha  from  the  Houfe  of  David, 

REHOBOAM  went  to  Sichemi  for  to  Sichem  all  the  Ifraelites  had  come  to  1 
make  him  their  king.  Now,  when  Jeroboam  Ben-Nebat,  who  was  in  Egypr,  whi-  fl 
ther  he  had  fled  from  the  prefence  of  king  Solomon,  had  heard  of  Solomon's  death, 
he  had  returned  from  Egypr.  *  Him,  then,  they  fent  for,  and  invited  to  the  affembly,  3 
So  Jeroboam  and  all  the  Ifraelites  came,  and  fpoke  to  Rehoboam,  faying :  “  Thy  4 
“  father  made  our  yoke  burthenfome;  now,  therefore,  make  thou  fcmewhaf  lighter 
“  the  hard  fervlce,  and  the  heavy  yoke,  which  thy  father  put  upon  us;  and  we  will 
*  ferve  thee.”  He  faid  to  them  :  “  f  Depart,  yet  for  three  days ;  then  come  again  5 
“  to  me.”  So  the  people  departed.— Meanwhile,  king  Rehoboam  confuted  with  6 

V  AMO  US  READINGS. 

V,  25,  E  There  is  here  a  conGdeTable  rariety  of  leading,  up,  albx,  and  vclc.  with  a  mss.  hare  forty  thou - 
fond  t  and  chaxjo.  has  a  lingular  reading  indeed,  namely,  an  hundred*  The  word  which  we  render 
is  in  all  edit,  of  abp.  translated  marts.  And  the  whole  rerfe  is  wanting  in  sYR.  and  ARAB.  See  c.  r. — 
V.  a8. 4  Tranfpofed, — V.  26,  f  ,syjl.  arapu— -V.  31.  •  Here  read  the  whole  eleventh  chapter  of  1  Kings  * 
of  which  there  is  not  a  word  in  Cinon.  CH.JX*  Ter.  5.  f  skp.  syr.  arab.  with  p.  p,  1  K,  12. 5, 
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the  old  men,  who  had  attended  his  father  Solomon,  faying:  **What  anfwer  would 
7  44  ye  advife  me,  to  return  to  this  people  f*  They  anfwered  him,  faying ;  44  If  thou 

44  be  kind  to  this  people,  and  pleafe  them,  and  fpeak  to  them  good  words,  they  will 
3  “be  thy  fervants  ever  after*’ *  But  he,  negle&ing  the  advice  which  the  old  men 
gave  him,  confuhed  with  the  young  men,  who  had  grown  up  with  himfelf,  and 
9  were  his  own  attendants ;  to  whom  he  (aid :  “  How  would  ye  advife  me  to  anfwer 
“  this  people,  who  have  fpoken  to  me,  faying :  *  Make  fome  what  lighter  the  yoke, 
to  “  which  thy  father  put  upon  us*  F *  The  young  men,  who  had  grown  up  with 
him,  anfwered  him,  faying :  “  To  this  people,  who  have  fpoken  to  thee,  fayirfg 
“  ‘  Thy  hither  made  our  yoke  heavy;  make  thou  it  lighter  for  us:'  thus  mull  thou 
ii  “  fay :  4  My  little  finger  is  thicker  than  my  father’s  loins :  and  now,  whereas  my 
44  father  loaded  you  with  a  heavy  yoke,  I  will  make  your  yoke  ftill  heavier  t  my 
44  father  chaftifed  you  with  fcourges;  but  1  will  f  chaftife  you  j  with  fcorpiom.’  * — 
ia  So  on  the  third  day,  when  Jeroboam  and  all  the  people  came  to  Rehoboam,  as  the 

13  king  had  appointed,  laying ;  “  Come  again  to  me,  on  the  third  day:”  the  king, 

14  Rehoboam,  negle&ing  the  advice  of  the  old  men,  anfwered  them  roughly ;  and 
fpoke  to  them  after  the  advice  of  the  young  men,  faying :  “  My  father  made  your 
44  yoke  heavy  5  but  I  will  make  it  yet  heavier :  my  father  chaftifed  you  with 

15  “  fcourges ;  but  I  f  will  chaftife  you  |  with  fcorpions.” — Thus  the  king  liftened 
not  to  the  people  j  God  fo  ordaining  it ;  that  the  Loan  might  accomplilh  this 
premife,  which  he  had,  by  Ahiah  the  Shilonite,  made  to  Jeroboam  Ben-Nebat. — * 

16  When  all  the  Ifraelites  faw,  that  the  king  liftened  not  to  them,  the  people  anfwered 
the  king,  laying :  44  What  portion  have  we  in  David  }  What  inheritance  in  the  fon 
“  of  Hhai  ?  To  your  own  homes,  O  Ifraelites  l  and,  David  \  look  after  thine  own 

17  “  houfe”  So  all  the  Ifraelites  departed  to  their  own  homes ;  fave  the  children  of 

18  Ifrael,  who  dwelled  in  the  cities  of  Judah :  Rehoboam  reigned  over  them, — *To  ap - 
peafe  the  other  Ifraelites ,  king  Rehoboam  fent  |  Adoniram,  who  was  over  the  tri¬ 
bute;  but  bim  the  children  of  Ifrael  overwhelmed  with  ftonea,  until  he  died:  while 

rg  king  Rehoboam,  with  difficulty,  got  into  his  chariot,  and  fled  to  Jerufalem* — Thus 
the  Ifraelites  revolted  from  the  houfe  of  David,  and  remain junto  this  day. 

§  9.  Htftory  of  the  Reign  of  Rehoboam . 

1  WHEN  Rehoboam  arrived  at  Jerufalem,  he  afiembled,  of  the  houfes  of  Judah 
and  Benjamin,  an  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  chofen  warriors,  to  fight  againft 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V-  ii*  f  All  the  V.  v.  with  2  mss. — V,  14.  4  All  the  v.  ▼.  except  chald.— ' V.  18.  g  The  text  h»  Adoram 
or  Adurom  {  bet  all  the  V.  V*  except  chald*  2nd  vtjlg.  have  Momram ,  with  r.r.iK.  4.  6.  &  54.  See 

VAR*  READ.  On  I  K*  12.  1 8* 
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thc  other  Ifraelites  ;  in  order  to  bring  back  the  kingdom  to  Reh oboam. — But  the  a 
word  of  the  Lord  came  to  the  man  of  God  Shemaiah,  faying :  “  Speak  to  Reho-  3 
w  boara  Ben  Solomon,  king  of  Judah,  and  to  ail  the  Ifraelites  in  Judah  and  Benja- 
w  min,  faying;  *  Thus  faith  the  Lord:  Ye  muft  not  go  to  fight  againft  your  4 
brethren ;  return  every  man.  to  his  own  home  5  for  from  me  is  this  event.’  ” — 
They  obeyed  the  word  of  the  Lord  5  and  defifted  from  going  againft  Jeroboam.  * 
Rehobo  am,  then,  dwelled  in  Jerufalem  ;  and  repaired  the  fortified  cities  of  Ju-  5 
dah.  He  repaired  Beth-lebem,  and  Etam,  and  Thekoa,  and  Beth-zur,  and  Shocho,  f 
and  Adulam,  and  Gath,  and  Marefha,  and  Zif,  and  Adoraim,  and  Lachiih,  and  | 
Azeka,  and  Zoraa,  and  Ajalon,  and  Hebron  ;  alt  fortified  cities  in  Judah  and  Ben-  10 
jamin.  The  fortifications  he  ftrengthened ;  and  placed  captains  in  them,  with  n 
ftores  of  victuals,  oil  and  wine:  and  in  each  of  the  cities,  flrields  and  fpears:  and,  12 
tbujy  made  them  exceedingly  ftrong. 

His  domain  was  Judah  and  Benjamin  ;  but  the  priefts  and  Levites  throughout  13 
all  IfraeL,  reported  to  him,  from  all  thdr  boundaries.  Their  fuburbs  and  pofleflions  14 
the  Levites  abandoned,  and  came  to  Judah  and  Jerufalem 5  becaufe  Jeroboam  and 
his  fons  had  rejected  them  from  performing  the  prieftly  fundions  to  the  Lord,  and  15 
eonftituted  priefts  of  hill-chapels,  for  the  demons,  and  calves  that  he  had  made. — 

Be  fide  thofe  Levites  y  all  fuch  as  fet  their  hearts  to  feek  the  Lord,  the  God  of  16 
ItraeJ,  came  out  of  ail  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  to  Jerufalem,  to  (acrifice  to  the  Lord,  the 
God  of  their  forefathers.  Thus  they  ftrengthened  the  kingdom  of  Judah ;  and,  17 
for  three  years,  gave  a  prevalence  to  Rehoboam  Ben-Solo mon :  for,  during  three 
years,  they  walked  in  the  ways  of  David  and  Solomon. 

Rehoboam  took  for  wives,  Mahalath,  the  daughter  of  Jerimoth  Ben-David;  18 
and  Abihaii,  the  daughter  of  Eliab  Ben-Ifliai;  which  Litter  bore  to  him  fons,  Jeulh,  19 
Shamariah,  and  Zaam. — After  her,  he  took  Maacha,  the  daughter  of  Abftialom,  20 
who  bore  him  Abiah,  Athai,  Zizah,  and  Shelomith.  Rehoboam  had  eighteen  zi 
wives  and  fixty  concubines;  on  whom  he  begot  twenty- eight  fons,  and  fixty  daugh¬ 
ters;]  but,  as  he  loved  Maacha,  the  daughter  of  Abfhalom,  above  all  his  wives  and 
concubines,  he  made  Abiab,  the  fon  of  Maacha,  chief  ruler  over  his  brothers ;  be-  zz 
caufc  he  meant  him  to  be  king.  He,  therefore,  prudently  difpofed  of  all  his  other  23 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XL  ici.  3.  *  The  reft  of  this  chapter  in  stb.  and  arab.  contains  the  hiftory  of  Jeroboam;  and  cor¬ 
responds  with  i  K.  IX.  30  s  15.  1—9 :  and  15.  ai — 24  ;  with  feme  confiderabJe  varieties  in  this  kft 
part.  See  c.  &» — V.  21. 4  A  {mail  tranfpoGtion  for  die  lake  of  connexion* 

imaHAtOtT  NOTH, 

Qi.ii.  Ter.  13.  Dmoat ;  namely,  the  gods  called  Satjn.  V.  17.  And  tfakmdn.  Tbit  it  to  be  uoderltood  of  his  pub- 
Set  the  note  on  Lent.  17.  7.  and  the  c.  r.  on  that  (dace,  lie  iaft&rtcs,  not  of  his  print  e  conduct. 
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fone,  throughout  the  -whole  territory  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  ip  every  fortified  city  \ 
where  he  allowed  them  abundance  of  vi&uals,  ||  and  procured  them  wivee.  | 

i  But  nofoonerhad  Rehoboam  eftablilhed  and  ftrengthened  Kb  kxngfhjp,  than 

a  he,  and  all  Ifrael  with  him,  fprfook  the  law  of  the  Lord. — So,  in  the  fifth  year  of 
the  reign  of  king  Rehoboam,  Shifhak,  king  of  Egypt,  came  up  againft  Jerufalem 

3  (becaufe  they  had  tranfgrefled  againft  the  Lord)  with  twelve  hundred  chariots  and 
fixty  thoufand  horfemen;  and  an  innumerable  people,  befides,  of  Lybians,  Suchites, 

4  and  Cbuftutes,  who  came  with  him  out  of  Egypt ;  and  took  the  fortified  cities,  that 

5  belonged  to  Judah. — He  was,  now  coming  to  Jeruialem ;  when  the  prophet  She- 
maiah  came  to  Rehoboam  and  to  the  chiefs  of  Judah,  who  had  aftembied  themfelvea 
at  Jerufalem,  on  the  appearance  of  Shifhak ;  and  faid  to  them  :  “  Thus  faith  the 
“  Lord  :  *  Ye  have  forfaken  me  ;  and  therefore  I  leave  you  in  the  hands  of  Shi- 

6  “  £hak.”  On  this,  the  chiefs  of  ||  Judah,  and  the  king,  humbled  themfelves,  and 

7  faid:  “  Righteous  b  the  Lord.”  And  when  the  Lord  faw  that  they  humbled 
themfelvea,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Shemaiah,  faying :  “  They  have  hum- 

bled  themfelves :  I  will  not  deftroy  them ;  but  will  give  them  a  partial  deliver- 
“  ance :  and  my  wrath  lhaU  not  be  wholly  poured  put  upon  Jerufalem  by  the  hand 

8  “of  Shifhak.  Neverthelefs,  they  fhall  be  his  fervants ;  that  they  may  know  the 
“  difference ,  between  my  fervice,  and  the  fervke  of  foreign  kingdoms.” 

9  So  Shifhak,  king  of  Egypt,  came  againft  Jerufalem,  and  took  away  the  treafures 
of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  the  treafures  of  the  king’s  houferhe  took  all  away. 

10  He  alfo  took  away  the  fhields  of  gold,  which  Solomon  had  made ;  inftead  of  which 
king  Rehoboam  made  fhields  of  brafs,  and  entrufted  them  to  the  chief  of  the  guards 

it  who  kept  the  entrance  of  the  king’s  houfe.  When  the  king  went  to  the  houfe  of 
the  Lord,  the  guards  came  and  bore  them ;  and -brought  them  back  into  the  guard- 
houfe. 

ia  Thus,  when  king  Rehoboam  humbled  himfelf,  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  was  fo  far 
averted  from  him,  that  he  would  not  utterly  deftroy  him:  nay,  in  Judah  things 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  23.  II  This  paflage  in  tbe  prefent  text  runs  thus :  And  be  fiught  a  t nukitude  of  zmvn:  and  fo  sep.  tolg, 
and  chald.  render  it.  But  this  has  no  connexion  with  what  goes  before  t  and  befidea  the  phrafe  is  not 
Hebrew.  I  have,  therefore,  adopted  the  emendation  of  Houbigant,  followed  by  Dathe  j  for  reafons  given 
at  length  m  c.  a. — If  I  thought  that  the  word  which  is  commonly  rendered  multitude  had  been  originally 
in  the  text  ;  my  tranflation  fliould  be  :  And  ie  procured  for  them  a  multitude  of  vuivet.  It  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  a  prudent  ftep  in  Rehoboam  to  give  his  fons  the  government  of  diftant  cities,  and  provide  them 
with  every  luxury }  that  they  might  not  think  of  rebellion ;  on  account  of  his  partiality  to  Abiah, 
CH,  XII.  ver.  6.  R  The  text  has  Ifraeh  but  I  ms.  with  sep:  alex.  have  the  true  reading,  Judah. 


explam  at o a  r  kotes. 


Ch.  xii.  v<T.  j .  Stabiiet;  ».  e.  the  Trog’odhes,  whofe  chief 
city  was  Sucha.  See  c.  a. 


Ib.  Chufhilzi  1  i.  e.  the  Ethiopians.  Both  thofe  peoples 
bordered  on  Egypt  j  and  often  ferved  io  the  armies  ofits 
kings. 
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took  a  better  turn:  and  king  Rehoboam*s  regal  power  was  re-eftabli&ed  in  Jeru-  13 
falem, 

Rb  hobo  am  was  forty-one  years  old,  when  he  became  king ;  and  he  reigned  at 
Jerufalem  (the  city  which  the  Lord  had,  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  chofen  to 
be  called  by  his  name)  feventeen  years.  His  mother’s  name  was  Naama,  an  Am* 
monitefe. — He  did  evil,  f  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  in  as  far  as  he  fought  not  the  14 
Lord,  with  a  ftedfaft  heart. 

Now,  the  a£k$  of  Rehoboam,  firft  and  laft,  are  diligently  written  in  the  records  15 
of  the  prophet  Shemaiah,  and  of  Ado  the  feer.  There  was  continual  war  between 
Rehoboam  and  Jeroboam. — Rehoboam  flept  with  his  forefathers,  and  was  buried  16 
in  the  city  of  David  and  his  fon  Abiab  reigned  in  his  Read. 

§  10.  Htfiory  of  the  Reign  of  Abiab . 

IN  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Jeroboam  Ben-Nehat,  Ahiah  became  king  » 
over  Judah;  and  rdgned,  at  Jerufidem,  three  years.  His  mother's  name  was  2 
||  Maacha,  the  daughter  of  Abjhakm  Ifca-Urid,  of  Gibeah.— Now,  there  being  a 
war  between  Abiah,  and  Jeroboam,  Abiah  drew  up  in  battle-array  a  powerful  army,  3 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  chofen  men ;  againft  whom  Jeroboam  drew  up  in  battle- 
array  right  hundred  thoufand  chofen,  valiant  men.  Then  Abiah,  Handing  on  the  4 
bill  of  Zemaraim  (which  is  in  Mount-Lphraim),  faid :  44  Hear  me,  thou  Jeroboam, 

44  and  all  Ifrael !  are  ye  ignorant,  that  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  gave  the  king*  5 
u  dotn  of  Ifrael,  for  ever,  to  David  j  to  himfelf  and  to  hie  fans,  by  a  folemn  cove- 
**  nant  ?  Yet  Jeroboam  Ben-Nebat,  the  fervant  of  Solomon  Ben-David,  rofe  up,  6 
44  and  rebelled  againft  his  m after ;  and  colle&ed  about  him  idle  and  lawlefr  men ;  7 

44  who  confpired  againft  Rehoboam  Ben- Solomon,  when  Rehoboam  was  young 
41  and  faint-hearted ;  and  could  not  refill  them  :  and  now  ye  think  to  oppofe  the  8 
44  eftabllfhment  of  the  Lord’s  kingdom  in  the  hands  of  the  children  of  David.  Ye 
u  are,  indeed,  a  great  multitude  4  and  have,  on’ your  fide,  the  golden  calves,  which 
44  Jeroboam  made  to  you  for  gods.  Ye  have  expelled  the  priefts  of  the  Lord,  the  9 
ct  children  of  Aaron,  and  the  Levitcs ;  and  have  made  priefts  for  yourfelves,  after 
44  the  manner  of  foreign  nations :  fo  that  whofbever  cometh  to  initiate  himfelf  with 
“  a  young  bull,  and  feveti  rams,  may  be  a  prieft  of  gods^  that  are  no  gods ! — But  ic 
41  as  for  us,  the  Lord  is  our  God  ;  whom  we  have  not  forfaken:  and  the  priefts 
“-wburniniftcr  to  the  Lord,  are  the  children  of  Aaron  and  the  Levites,  in  their 
14  refpedive  offices.  And,  every  morning,  and  every  evening,  they,  burn  holocaufts,  1 1 
44  And  aromatic  incenfe,  to  the  Lord  :  they  arrange  the  prefence-bread  on  the  table 

VARIOUS  READING*. 

V.  14.  f  mu  ARAB,  and  2  utt.  See  c.  s.  CK,  XHL  m.  l.  f  The  text  has  here  Michaia.  But  see. 
irt,  Arab,  have  Maacha  as  above  11 .  20  and  22.  and  p.  p.  1  K,  15.  2.  See  c.  r. 
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**  of  pure  gold;  and  fee  that  the  golden  chandeliers  and  their  lamps  be  lighted  every 
w  evening:  for  we  obferve  the  injunctions  of  the  Lord,  out  God;  although  ye 

ia  u  have  fodaken  him-  Lo !  then,  we  have,  on  our  fide,  God  hirafelf  for  our  cap- 
44  tain,  and  his  priefts  with  trumpets  to  found  the  alarm  again  ft  you*  Eight  not, 
“  O  children  of  Ifrael!  againft  the  Lord,  the  God  of  your  forefathers  ;  for  ye 

13  **  cannot  fucceed,” — Meanwhile,  Jeroboam  had  ordered  an  ambufeade  to  come 
round  upon  their  rear;  fo  that  his  main  army  were  before  the  Judahites,  and  the 

14  ambufeade  behind  them.  When  the  Judahites,  looking  back,  law  that  the  battle 
was  before  and  behind,  they  invoked  the  Lord*  and  the  priefta  founded  the  trum- 

15  pets.  The  men  of  Judah  then  gave  a  Ihout ;  and  while  the  men  of  Judah  fhouted, 
the  Lord  fmote  Jeroboam  and  all  the  Hraelites,  before  Abiah  and  the  Judahites. 

16  And  the  children  of  Ifrael  fled  before  the  Judahites :  for  into  their  hands  God  had 

17  delivered  them  :  and  Abiah  and  his  people  flew  them  with  great  Daughter:  fo  that 

18  five  hundred  tbou&nd  chofen  men  of  Ifrael  fell  down  flam.  Thus  were  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  brought  under  on  that  occafion;  and  the  children  of  Judah  prevailed, 

19  becaufe  they  relied  upon  the  Lord,  the  God  of  their  forefathers.  Abiah,  then, 
purfued  Jeroboam,  and  took  from  him  the  following  cities :  bethel  with  its  depen¬ 
dant  villages,  Jefhana  with  its  dependant  villages,  and  Ephrain  with  its  dependant 

20  villages.  Nor  did  Jeroboam  more  recover  ftrength,  in  the  days  of  Abiah :  for  the 

21  Lord  {truck  him,  and  he  died.  But  Abiah  grew  more  powerful,  and  took  to  him- 

22  felf  fourteen  wives ;  and  begot  twenty-two  fone  and  fixteen  daughters. — The  reft 
of  the  ads  of  Abiah,  his  exploits,  and  his  fayings,  are  written  in  the  records  of  the 

1  prophet  Ido. — Abiah  flept  with  his  forefathers,  and  was  buried  in  the  city  of 
David ;  and  his  fon  Afah  reigned  in  his  ftead :  in  his  days,  the  land  had  feven 
years  of  quiet. 

§  ii.  Hijlory  of  the  Reign  of  Afah.  Comp.  1  Kings,  xv. 

2  ASAH  did  what  was  good  and  right,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  his  God.  He 

3  removed  the  ftrange  altars,  and  hill-chapels;  he  broke  in  pieces  the  ftatues,  and  cut 

4  down  the  idol-groves;  and  commanded  the  Judahites  to  feek  the  Lord,  the  God 

3  of  their  forefathers,  and  to  pra&ife  the  law,  and  the  commandments.  Out  of  all 

the  cities  of  Judah  he  removed  the  hill-chapels  and  fun-imagea :  for  the  kingdom 

6  was  quiet  under  him.  He  repaired  the  fortified  cities  in  Judah  ;  for  the  land  was 
quiet,  and  he  had  no  war  during  thofe  feven  years :  becaufe  the  Lord  bad  given 

7  him  repofe.  He  therefore  laid  to  the  Judahites :  “  Let  us  repair  thefe  cities,  and 
*  furround  them  with  walls,  and  towers,  and  gates  with  bars,  while  the  land  is  yet 
«  in  our  pofFeflion:  for  becaufe  we  have  eameftly  fought  ijhe  Lord,  our  God,  he 
“  hath  given  us  quiet  on  every  fide.”1  So  they  builded,  wjth  fuccefs. 
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As  AH  had  an  army  of  three  hundred  thoufand  Judahites,  who  bore  fliields  and  8 
fpears ;  and  two  hundited  and  eighty  thoufand  Benjamioites,  who  bore  fhields,  and 
drew  bows:  all  thefe,  ialiant  men. — Againft  them  came  Zerah,  the  Chufhite,  with  9 
an  hoft  of  ten  hundred  thoufand,  and  three  hundred  chariots.  He  had  come  to  10 
Mardha,  when  Alah  rient  out  to  meet  him :  and,  both  armies  being  drawn  up  in 
battle-array  in  the  valet  by  Marefha,  Afah  invoked  the  Lord,  his  God,  and  faid :  11 
“  O  Lord  !  it  is  nothing  to  thee,  to  fuccour  the  powerlefs  againft  the  powerful : 

*  fuccour  us,  O  Lord,  our  God  !  for  on  thee  we  rely,  and  in  thy  name  we  go 
“  againft  this  numerous  hoft.  Thou,  O  Lord  !  art  our  God  :  let  not  mortal  men 
0  prevail  againft  thee.’**— The  Lord  fmote  the  Chulhites,  before  Aiah,  and  before  12 
the  Judahites :  and  the  Chulhites  fled :  and  Afah,  and  the  people  with  him,  purfiied  13 
them  unto  Gerar :  and  the  Chulhites  were  fo  difcomfited,  that  they  could  not  reco¬ 
ver  themfelves:  for  they  were  completely  broken,  before  the  Lord,  and  his  hoft  : 
who  carried  off  a  very  great  booty.  They,  then,  fmote  all  the  cities  about  Gerar  14 
(for  the  fear  of  the  Lord  had  come  upon  them),  and  fpoiled  all  thefe  cities;  in 
which  a  very  great  booty  was  found.— They,  alfo,  fmote  the  herd-habitations,  and  15 
carried  away  a  great  number  of  Iheep  and  camels  to  Jerulalem. 

On  this  occafion,  Azariah  Ben-Oded,  impelled  by  the  fpirit  of  God,  went  out  I 
to  meet  Alah,  and  faid  to  him :  a  Hear  me,  Alah  1  and  all  Judah  and  Benjamin  ! 

“  The  Lord  is  with  you,  while  ye  adhere  to  him :  and  if  ye  feek  him,  he  will  by 
“  you  be  found  ;  but  if  ye  forfake  him,  he  will  forfake  you.  Often  have  the  If-  3 
“  raelitea  been  without  the  true  God,  without  an  inftmtting  prieft,  and  without 
“  law :  yet  when,  in  their  diftrefs,  they  turned  to  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Urael,  4 
u  and  fought  him,  he  was  found  by  them  ;  while,  in  thofe  rimes  of  apoftacyf  there  5 
“  was  no  peace  to  him  who  went  out,  nor  to  him  who  came  in;  but  great  vexations 
u  afFe&ed  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  j  a  mutual  deftrudrion  of  peoples  and  of  6 
11  cities :  for  God  afflicted  them  with  every  fort  of  adverfity.— But  be  ye  encou-  7 
M  raged,  and  a not  remifsly  ;  for  your  work  lhall  be  recompenfed.** 

When  Afah  heard  thefe  prophetic  words  of  the  prophet  f  Azariah  Ben  |-Oded,  8 
he  was  encouraged ;  and  removed  all  the  abominable  idols  out  of  the  whole  land 
of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  and  out  of  the  dries  which  he  had  taken  in  Mount- 
Ephraim. — He  then  repaired  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  that  was  before  the  porch  of 
the  boufi  of  the  Lord  ;  and  convoked  all  the  Judahites  and  Benjaminites,  together  9 

VARIOUS  READING. 

CH.  XV.  vex.  8.  t  »*.  and  vdlg.  See  c.  r. 

EimSATOET  VOTES. 

Ch.  vtr.  a,  Qfla.  So  l  render  the  vorda  that  are  V,  5.  There  ws  no peacet  8rc.  Comp.  Judges,  5. 6.  and 
commonly  tran  Rated  far  a  long  feafon.  The  prophet  feema  recollaft  the  iotefb'ne  wars  that  happened  fo  frequency 
to  refer  to  the  days  of  the  judges.  See  next  note  and  c.  a.  among  the  Ifae&ea. 
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wkhthe  profely  tea  from  the  tribes  of  Ephraim,  Manafteb  and  Simeon :  for  many  of  the 
Ifraelites  fell  over  to  him,  when  they  faw,  that  the  Lord,  his  God, -was  with  him. 

10  So,  in  the  third  month,  and  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Afah,  they  aflem- 

1 1  bled  at  Jerusalem ;  and  offered,  on  that  occafion,  out  of  the  booty  which  &ey  had 

12  obtained,  feven  hundred  beeves  and  feven  thoufmd  fheep  t  and  entered  into  a  co¬ 
venant,  to  feek  the  Lord,  the  God  of  their  forefathers,  wkh  their  whole  heart  and 

13  .  with  their  whole  foul :  fo  that,  whofoever  would  not  feek  the  Lord,  the  God  of 

14  Ifrad,  Ihould  be  put  to  death  ;  whether  fmall  or  great,  man  or  woman.  This  they 
fwore  to  the  Lord,  with  a  loud  voice,  and  with  (homing,  with  trumpets,  andsvith 

15  cornets :  and  all  Judah  rejoiced  at  the  oath :  becaufe  they  fwore  with  their  whole 
heart ;  and  becaufe,  when  they  had -fought  the  Lord  with  their  whole  defire,  he 
had  been  found  by  them,  and  had  given  them  reft  on  every  fide. 

16  Kino  Afeh,  moreover,  removed  his  grandmother  Maacha  from*  being  queen, 
becaufe  fhe  had  made  a  grove-idol:  her  idol  he  cut  in  pieces,  ftamped,  and  burned, 

17  by  the  brook  Kedron. — The  hill-chapels  were  not  entirely  removed  out  ofc  lfrad  : 

18  yet  the  heart  of  Afah  was,  all  his  days,  fincere. — He  brought  into  the  houfe  of 
God  the  things  which  his  father  had  hallowed,  and  which  himfelf  had  hallowed ; 
filver,  gold,  and  utenfils. 

19  There  was  no  more  war,  until  the  [  thirty-fifth  |  year  of  the  reign  of  Afah. 

1  But  in  the  ,thirty-fixth  year  of  the  reign  of  Afah,  Baalhah,  king  of  Ifrael,  came 

againft  Judah,  and  fortified  Rama ;  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  any  of  bis  people 

a  from  going  over  to  Afah,  king  of  Judah-  On  this  Afah  took  filver  and  gold*  out 
of  the  treafures  of  the  hoofe  of  the  Lord,  and  of  the  king’s  houfe,  and  fent  them 

3  to  Ben-Adad,  king  of  Syria,  who  dwelled  at  Damafcua,  faying ;  w  Let  there  be  a 
«  league  between  me  and  thee,  as  there  was  between  my  father  and  thy  father : 
“  lo  !  I  fend  to  thee  filver  and  gold  :  come,  break  thy  league  with  Baalhah,  king 

4  “  of  Ifrael  ;  that  he  may  depart  from  me.”  Ben-Adad  liftened  to  king  Afah,  and 
fent,  againft  the  cities  of  Ifrael,  the  captains  of  his  armies  ;  who  fmote  Aion,  and 

5  Dan,  and  Abelmaim;  and  all  the  (lore-cities  of  Naplithali.  As  foon  as  Baalhah 

6  heard  of  this,  he  left  oft  fortifying  Rama,  and  defifted  from  his  enterprife, — Then 
king  Afah  brought  all  the  Judahites  ;  who  carried  away  the  (tones  of  Rama,  and 
the  timber,  with  which  Baalhah  had  been  fortifying  it;  and  with' them  he  fortified 
Gabaa  f  of  Benjamin,  |  and  Mizpha. 

7  At  that  time,  the  feer  Hanani  came  to  Afah,  king  of  Judah,  and  laid  to  him  : 
“  Becaufe  thou  haft  relied  on  the  king  of  Syria ;  and  haft  not  relied  on  the  Lord, 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  igu  H  So  the  tixt  and  v.  v.  yet  it  is  irreconcileabk  with  chronology  pnd  with  1  K.  15*  I  believe  the 
true  reading  to  be  third,  and  fo  again  in  the  next  ch*  ver.  l*  See  c*  a.  CH*  XVI.  vct.  6.  f  str.  arab. 

and  i  Ms$«  See  c.  r. 

“  thy 
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“  thy  God  ;  therefore  fhall  the  hoft  of  Syria  efcape  out  of  thiue  hands.  Were  not  8 
M  the  Chulhites  and  thfe  Lybians  a  numerous  hoft ;  with  many  chariots  and  horfe- 
“  men?  yet,  becaufe  thpu  reliedft  on  the  Lord,  he  delivered  them  into  thine  hands, 

K  For  the  eyes  of  the  J*ord  furvey  the  whole  earth,  to  give  his  ftrength  to  thofe,  9 
u  whofe  hearts  are  finctre  toward  him. — In  this,  thou  haft  aried  unwifely :  there- 
M  fore  thou  (halt,  henceforth,  have  wars.’* — But  Afah,  becaufe  this  rebuke  made  his  10 
people  uneafy,  was  angry  with  the  feer,  and  put  him  in  a  houfe  of  correction  :  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  cruftied  fome  of  the  people. 

Now,  the  a<fts  of  Afab,  firft  and  laft,  are  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  1 1 
of  Judah  and  Ifrael^ — -In  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  his  reign,  Afah  was  difeafed  in  hia  12 
feet ;  and  his  difeafe  moved  upwards :  yet  he  applied  not  to  the  Lord,  but  to  the 
phyfidans. — So,  Afah  died,  in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  his  reign,  and  flept  with  his  13 
forefathers  ;  and  was  buried  in  his  own  fcpulchre  (which  he  had  cut  out  for  him-  14 
felf )  in  the  city  of  David.  He  was  laid  in  a  bier  full  of  various  forts  of  odoriferous 
ointments  j  and  a  great  fire  was  burned  for  him. 

§  il,  Hijlory  of  the  Reign  of  Jojbaphat,  Comp.  I  Kings,  xv, 

AFTER  the  death  f  Afab^  his  fon  Jofbaphat  reigned  in  his  ftead;  and,  to  1 
ftrengthen  himfelf  againft  Iirael,  put  forces  in  all  the  fortified  cities  of  Judah  9  and  a 
prefers  in  the  land  of  Judah,  and  in  the  cities  of  Ephraim,  which  his  father  Afah 
had  taken.  For  the  Lord  was  with  Jofhaphat,  becaufe  he  followed  the  firft  ways  3 
of  his  father  *,  and  fought  not  Baals;  but  fought  the  God  of  his  father;  and  4 
walked  according  to  his  commandments:  not  according  to  the  doings  of  IfraeL 
Therefore,  the  Lord  eftablifhed  the  kingfhip  in  hia  hands ;  and  all  the  Judahites  5 
brought  prefents  to  Jofhaphat;  and  he  had  riches  and  glory  in  abundance,  Encou-  6 
raged  thus,  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  he  removed,  out  of  Judah,  even  the  hill- 
chapels,  aod  grov©.— And,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  he  fent  his  chiefs  Ben-  7 
zhail,  and  Obadiah,  and  Zachariah,  and  Nathanael,  and  Michaiah,  to  teach  in  the 
rides  of  Judah ;  accompanied  by  the  Levites  Shemaiah,  and  Nathaniah,  and  Zeba-  8 
diah,  and  Afhael,  and  Shemiramoth,  and  Jonathan,  and  Adoniah,  and  Tobiah  |  and 
Tohadoniah  j  5  together  with  the  priefts  Elifhamah  and  Jorum.  Thefe,  having  the  9 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XV JL  ver.  3.  *  David,  the  prefent  text,  with  chald.  mu  ARAB.  VULG.  But  srp.  and  6  mss.  want 
David t  which  I  take  to  be  the  true  reading.  See  c.  r.— V,  8.  0  Wanting  in  syr.  and  Arab,  and  it  may 

be  an  interpolation, 

EXPLANATORY  BOTES. 

Ch.  xvi.  ver,  to.  Becaufe  this  rebuke  made  tit  people  so-  gout.  Hie  common  verfion  is:  us tdtis  cS/bfi  wa texiced- 
eafy.  So,  with  Houbigaut,  I  render  what  In  oar  common  mg  great.  See  c.  a. 

verfion  is  thru  rendered :  for  he  was  at  *  rag #  vttih  tim  be.  V.  14.  A  greater*  burned  Some  think  it  was  a 
caufe  of  this  thing.  See  c.  A.  funeral  pQe  in  which  the  body  wo  burned,  I  think  it  wa» 

V.  1  a.  And  hu  difeafe  moved  upwards ;  L  e.  it  loon  af-  rather  a  bon-hre  made  to  his  memory.  Bat  fee  c.  a. 
fc&ed  the  vital  parts;  the  mod  dangerous  ftage  of  the 
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book  of  the  law  of  the  Lord  with  them,  taught  in  Judah,;  and  went  about 

10  through  all  the  cities  oF  Judah,  intruding  the  people.-— And  fuoh  waa  the  dread 
of  the  Lord  on  all  the  kingdom  of  the  countries  around  Judah,  that  they  made 

it  no  war  againft  Jofhapbat,  Nay,  fome  of  the  Philiftines  brought  to  Jofhapbat 
prcfents,  and  a  tribute  of  filver ;  and  the  Arabians  brought  to  him  flocks ;  feven 
thoufand  and  feven  hundred  rams,  and  feven  thoufand  and  feven  hundred  he-goats. 

12  Thus  Jofliaphat  grew  greater  and  greater,  and  repaired  the  fortrefles  and  ftore- 

13  cities  of  Judah :  for  in  the  cities  of  Judah  he  had  much  to  da — But  his  principal 

14  warlike  and  valiant  men  were  at  Jeru&lem ;  of  whom  thefe  are  the  numbers,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  paternal  houfes.  Of  the  captains  of  thoulands  of  Judah  Adnah 

15  was  the  chief ;  and,  with  him,  were  three  hundred  thoufand  valiant  men.  The 
next  captain  to  him  was  Johanan ;  and,  with  him,  were  two  hundred  and  eighty 

16  thoufand.  Next  to  him,  was  AmaGah  Ben-Zichri  (who  had  devoted  himfelf  to 
the  fervice  of  the  Lord)  ;  and  with  him  were  two  hundred  thoufand  valiant  men. 

jy  — Of  Benjamin,  Efiadah  a  man  of  great  valour;  and  with  him  were  two  hundred 

18  thoufand  men,  armed  with  bows  and  fbields.  Next  to  him  was  Jozabad ;  and  with 

19  him  were  an  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  trained  foldiera. — All  thefe  attended 
the  long ;  exclufively  of  thofe  whom  the  king  had  ftationed  In  the  fortified  dries, 
throughout  all  Judah. 

1  Joshaphat,  abounding  thus  in  riches  and  glory,  contracted  an  affinity  with 

2  Ahab;  and,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  went  down  to  Ahab,  unto  Samaria,  And  Ahab 
flaughtered  a  great  number  of  fheep  and  oxen,  for  him  and  fbr  the  people  who  had 

3  come  with  him ;  and  perfiiaded  him  to  accompany  him  to  Ramoth-Gilead.  For, 
when  Ahab,  king  of  Ifrael,  faid  to  Jofhapbat,  king  of  Judah:  “Wilt  thou  go  with 
“  me  to  Ramoth-Gilead  ?**  he  anfwered  him :  “  As  thou  art  difpofed  fo  am  1;  and 

4  “as  thy  people,  fo  arc  my  people,  to  go  together  with  thee  to  war.* — Then  Joflia¬ 
phat  laid  to  the  king  of  Ifrael :  “  Confult,  I  pray  thee,  to-day,  the  orade  of  the 

5  K  Lord.”  On  this,  the  king  of  Ifrael  fummoned  together  four  hundred  of  bis  pro¬ 
phets,  and  laid  to  them :  “  Shall  we  go  to  war  againft  Ramoth-Gilead  ?  or  fhall  we 
«  forbear?**  They  faid  i  “Go!  for  God  will  deliver  it  into  the  king’s  hands,** — 

6  But  Jofhapbat  faid  :  “  Is  there,  here,  no  prophet  of  the  Lord  befide;  Whom  we 

;  “  may  confult  P*  “  There  is,**  faid  the  king  of  Ifrael  to  Jofliaphat,  “  one  man  be- 

“  fide;  by  whom  we  may  confult  the  Lord  ;  but  him  I  hate  ;  for  he  never  pro- 
“  phefieth  good  concerning  me,  but  always  evil.  He  is  Michaiah  Ben-Imlah.” 

8  But  Jofhapbat  faid :  “  Let  not  the  king  fpeak  fo.5*— Then  the  king  of  Ifrael  called 
for  one  of  his  eunuchs,  and  (aid :  “  Bring,  inftantly,  Michaiah  Ben-Imlah.”— 

9  Now  the  king  of  Ifrael,  and  Jofhaphat,  lring  of  Judah,  were  feared,  each  on  his 
throne,  clothed  in  robes  of  flatty  in  a  void  fpace  at  the  gate  of  Samaria ;  and  all  the 

10  prophets  were  prophefying  before  them ;  when  Zedekiaji  Ben-Chenaanah,  having 
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prepared  horns  of  iron^  laid:  44  Thus  faith  the  Lord  :  *  With  thefe  {halt  thou 
44  gore  the  Syrians,  untjl  they  he  deftroyed/  ”  And  fo  all  the  other  prophets  pro-  n 
phefied,  faying:  44  Go  On,  to  Ramoth-Gilead,  and  profper:  for  the  Lord  will  de- 
41  liver  it  into  the  hand$  of  the  king/ — Meanwhile  the  meflenger,  who  had  gone  iz 
to- call  Michaiah,  fpoke  to  him,  laying:  H  Lo!  the  prophets,  with  one  accord,  pre- 
“  did  good  things  to  the  king:  let  tby  words,  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  he  like  theirs; 

.  “  and  predid  thou  good.”  Michaiah  anfwered:  44  As  the  Lord  liveth,  whatfo-  13 
44  ever  my  God  laith  ;  tthac  will  I  fpeak/*  So  he  came  to  the  king ;  and  the  king  14 
laid  to  him :  44  Michaiab  !  fhall  we  go  to  war  againft  Ratnoth-Gilead  ?  or  lhall  l 
“  forbear  V'  He  anfwered :  14  Go,  and  profper :  for  the  Lord  will  deliver  it  into 
44  your  hands/*  But  the  king  faid  to  him  :  u  How  often  muft  I  adjure  thee  to  15 
44  tell  me,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  nothing  but  the  truth  ?”  Micbmab  then  faid  :  16 
44 1  law  all  the  Ifraelites  fcattered  upon  the  hills,  like  Iheep  that  have  no  fhepherd  : 

44  and  the  Lord  laid:  4  Thefe  have  no  matter  :  let  them  return,  peaceably,  every 
M  man  to  his  own  home.’  "-—The  Kng  of  Ifrael  then  laid  to  Jolhaphat :  44  Did  I  17 
44  not  tell  thee,  that  he  would  prophefy  no  good,  but  evil,  concerning  me  ?”  Again  18 
Michaiah  faid:  u  Hear  thou,  then,  the  word  of  the  Lord.  I  law  the  Lord  fit- 
44  ting  upon  his  throne,  and  all  the  heavenly  hoft  attending  him;  on  his  right  hand, 

44  and  on  his  left  ;  and  the  Lord  faid :  •  Who  will  entice  Ahab,  king  of  Ifrael,  to  rg 
44  go,  and  fall,  at  Ramoth-Gilead  ?*  and  one  laid  one  thing,  and  another  laid  ano- 
44  ther  thing ;  when  the  lying  fpirit  ftood  up  before  the  Lord,  and  laid :  *  I  will  20 
44  entice  him."  *  By  what  means  ?*  faid  the  Lord  to  him.  4  I  will  go  forth/  faid  21 
44  he,  4  and  will  be  a  lying  fpirit  in  the  mouths  of  all  his  prophets/  4  Thou  lhalt 
44  entice, and  prevail/  faid  the  Lord;  4  go  forth,  and  fo  do/  Lo  !  now,  then,  the  22 
44  Lord  hath  put  a  lying  fpirit  in  the  mouth  of  f  all  thefe  thy  prophets :  for  the 
44  Lord  hath  denounced  evil  againft  thee.”  Then  Zedekkh  Bfen-Chenaanah,  ap-  23 
proaching,  fmote  Michaiah  on  the  cheek,  and  faid :  44  How  went  the  fpirit  of  the 
44  Lord  from  me,  to  lpeak  by  thee?”  Michaiah  anfwered  ;  44  Lo  !  thou  lhalt  fee  24 
44  bow ,  in  that  day,  in  which  thou  lhalt  go  into  the  mnermoft  chamber,  to  hide 
44  thyfelf.” — The  king  of  Ifrael  then  faidi  44  Take  Michaiah  back  to  Amon,  the  25 
44  governor  of  the  city,  and  to  Joalh  Ben-Melech^  and  lay-: 4  Thus  faith  the  king :  16 
44  Put  this  man  in  prifon;  and  feed  him  with  the  bread  of  affliction,  and  the 
41  water  of  affliction,  . until  I  return  in  fafety/  ”  Michaiah  faid :  44  If,  indeed,  thou  27 
^return  in  fafety, 'the  Lord  hath  not  fpoken  by  me.”  He  added;  44  Give  ear, 

«  ye  people,  all  of  you," 

The  king  of  Ifrael,  and  Jolhaphat,  king  of  Judah,  went  now  to  Ramoth-Gilead:  28 
when  the  king  of  Ifrael  laid  to  Jolhaphat :  44  I  will  difguife  myfelf,  when  I  go  to  29 

VARIOUS  READING. 

CH.  xvni.  ver.  21.  f  an*,  a lex.  ahab.  wig,  and  24  mss. 
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“  battle;  but  keep  thou  on  thy  robes  of  fate So  the  king  of  Ifrael  dilguifed 

30  himfelf,  and  fo  went  to  battle, — Now  the  king  of  Syria  had  given  a.  charge  to  the 
captains  of  chariots,  who  were  with  him,  faying:  w  Fight  neither  with  {mall,  nor 

31  M  great;  fa  Ye  only  with  the  king  of  Ifrael” — Now  when  the  captains  of  the  cha¬ 
riots  faw  Jofhaphat,  they  laid :  rt  That  is  the  king  of  Ifrael  iu  and  turned  their  arms' 
againft  him.  But  on  Jofhapbat’s  calling  aloud,  the  Lord  God  favoured  him,  and 

32  averted  the  enmy  from  him.  For  when  the  captains  of  the  chariots  perceived,  that 

33  he  was  not  the  king  of  Ifrael,  they  turned  back  from  purfuing  him.  Meanwhile, 
a  certain  man  drew  a  bow,  at  random,  and  fmote  the  king  of  Ifrael,  between  the 
joinings  of  his  coat  of  mail;  on  which  he  faid  to  his  charioteer ;  M  Turn  thine  hand, 

34  w  and  carry  me  out  of  the  hoft ;  for  I  am  wounded.” — But  the  battle  growing 
hotter  on  that  occafion,  the  ing  of  Ifrael  was  flayed  up  in  his  chariot,  againft  the 
Syrians,  until  the  evening;  when,  as  the  fun  was  going  down,  he  died, 

1  When  Jofhaphat,  king  of  Judah,  was  returning  to  his  own  houfe  at  Jerulalem, 

a  the  feer,  Jehu  Ben-Hanani,  went  out  to  meet  him  5  and  laid  to  king  Jofhaphat : 
44  Shouldcft  thou  affift  the  impious ;  and  love  them,  who  hate  the  Lord  ?  In 

3  “  this,  thou  haft  irritated  the  Lord.  Yet  good  deeds  have  been  found  in  thee  j 
€i  inafmuch  as  thou  haft  removed,  out  of  all  the  land,  the  idol- graves;  and  haft  cor- 
“  dially  fought  the  Lord,” 

4  When  Jofhaphat  returned  to  Jerufalem,  he  went  out  again,  through  the  people; 
from  Beer-fheba  to  Mount-Ephraim ;  and  brought  them -badc-tcr the  Lord,  the 

5  God  of  their  forefathers.  In  each  of  the  fortified  cities  of  Judah,  throughout  the 

6  land,  he  appointed  judges;  and  to  the  judges  he  faid :  u  Take  heed  to  what  ye  do; 
“  for  ye  judge  not  for  man,  but  for  the  Lord  ;  and  with  you  lies  the  judicial  fen- 

7  “  tence.  Let,  then,  the  fear  of  the  Lord  be  upon  you:  aft  with  warlnefs  :  for 
a  with  the  Lord,  our  God,  there  is  no  injuftice,  no  refpeft  of  perfons,  no  taking 

8  K  of  bribes,”-— At  Jerufalem,  moreover,  Jofhaphat  appointed  feme  of  the  priefts 
and  Levites,  and  of  the  patriarchal  chiefs  of  Ifrael,  to  do  juftice  in  the  name  of  the 

9  Lord  ;  and  to  decide  controverted  caufe9 ;  refiding  in  Jerufalem.  To  thofe  he 
gave  a  charge,  faying :  “  In  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  with  a  fincere  and  upright 

4o  11  heart,  ye  fhall  aft  thus:  Whatfoever  controverted  caufe  fhall  come  before  you, 
«  from  your  brethren,  who  dwell  in  their  own  cities;  whether  between  hlood,  and 
M  blood  ;  or  concerning  law-precepts,  ftatutes  and  decrees  ;  ye  fhall  fo  clearly  in. 
“  ftruft  them,  that  they  may  not  trefpafs  againft  the  Lord,  and  fo  draw  down 


EXPLANATORY  tfOTEE. 


Ch.  XI*.  ver.  4.  When  Jojhaphat  returned.  The  prefent 
Text,  according  10  the  Maforetic  pon&uation,  Las  dwelled e 
and  fo  ait  the  verfions,  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  returned 
is  the  tfue  reading.  Set  c.  a. 

V.  6.  With  you  Tut  the  judieial  fentencti  I.  e.  ye  are  re- 
fpoofible  to  the  Load.  Others  render,  I  dunfe  impro¬ 


perly  :  Jar  he  is  with  you  h  the  judgment.  See  c.  *. 

V.  8.  RrfiiLug  in  Jenjfelan,  According  to  the  prefent 
pun& nation  of  the  Text,  the  rendering  would  be ;  and  they 
returned  to  Jerufalem.  JBut  that  cannot  be  the  true  reading. 
See  c.  k. 
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**  bis  wrath  upon  yourfelves  and  upon  your  brethren:  thus  ad,  if  ye  would  not 
u  trefpafs.  Lo  !  ye  have,  over  you,  in  all  matters  that  relate  to  the  Lord,  Ama-  n 
€t  riah  Che  chief -prieft;  and  Zebadiah  Ben-Hhmael,  ruler  of  the  houfe  of  Judah, 

M  for  all  matters  relative  to  the  king :  ye  have  alfo  Levites  for  infirm  officers.  Ad 
“  with  fortitude ;  for  the  Lord  will  be  |)  with  the  good  |.” 

After  this,  the  children  of  Moab  and  the  children  of  Ammon,  together  with  i 

a  party  of  |j  Edomites,  came  to  war  againft  Jolhaphat.—rWhen  mejfengers  came,  and  * 
told  this  to  jolhaphat,  faying:  4*  Againft  thee  cometh  a  ftumeroua  army,  from  be- 
“  yond  the  fea,  from  ||  Edom ;  and  lo !  they  are  at  Hazazon-thamar  s”  (which  is 
En-gedi.)  Joihaphat  was  afraid,  and  bethought  himfelf  of  feekiag  the  Lord.  3 
He,  therefore,  proclaimed  a  fail,  throughout  all  Judah ;  and  all  the  Judalutes  af-  4 
fembled  themfelves,  to  fupplicate  the  Lord  5  from  all  the  cities  of  Judah,  they 
came  to  fupplicate  the  Lord.  Then  Joihaphat,  placing  himfelf  in  the  alTembly  5 
of  Judah  and  Jerufalem,  at  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  before  the  new  court,  faid  :  6 

“  O  Lord,  the  God  of  our  forefathers!  art  not  thou  the  God,  who,  in  the  hea- 
“  vena,  haft  dominion  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  ?  and  in  thine  hands  are 
“  there  not  fuch  power  and  might,  fo  as  that  no  one  can  refill  thee?  Didft  not  thou,  7 
“  our  God,  drive, out,  from  before  thy  people  the  Ifraelitee,  the  inhabitants  of  this 
w  land;  and  give  it,  in  perpetuity,  to  the  feed  of  thy  favourite  Abraham?  Have  S 
u  they  not  dwelled  therein,  and  builded  therein  a  famftuary  to  thy  name,  laying : 
w  Mf,  when  any  evil  cometh  upon  uaj  be  it  fword-doom,  or  peftilence,  or  famine;  9 
**  we  Hand  before  this  houfe,  in  thy  prefence  (for  j|  by  thy  name  is  this  houfe 
“  called),  and  invoke  thee  in  our  affli&ion ;  then  wilt  thou  hear,  and  help  :*■ — yet  10 
w  lo  !  the  children  of  Ammon,  of  Moab,  and  of  Mount-Seir;  whom  thou  wouldeft 
M  not  permit  the  Ifraelites  to  invade,  when  thou  broughteft  them  out  of  the  land 
H  of  Egypt;  who,  therefore,  turned  away  from  them,  and  deftroyed  them  not; 

M  are,  now,  requiting  us  f  evil,  by  coming  to  expel  us  from  thine  inheritance,  1 1 
"  which  thou  hall  given  ua  for  a  pofleffion  !  O  !  our  God  !  wilt  thou  not  do  juf-  u 
4t  tice  on  them  ?  for  we  have  not  the  might  to  refill  this  numerous  army,  that 
“  cometh  againft  us ;  nor  know  we  how  to  ad :  but  on  thee  our  eyes  are  fixed,”— 
While  the  judahites  were  thus  all  Handing  before  the  Lord,  with  their  little  ones,  13 
their  wives  and  children ;  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  Jahaziel  Ben~Zacha~  14 
riah  Ben-Jehkl  Ben-Mathaniah,  a  Levite  of  the  progeny  of  Afaph,  in  the  midft  of 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH,  XIX.  ver.  1 1*  8 1  hare  followed  the  reading  of  the  piefent  text.  But  Jerom  fee  ms  to  have  read  thus: 
with  you,  Jcr  good;  End  this  reading  is  adopted  by  Houbigant;  See  c.  a.  CH.  XX.  ver.  1. 1[  The  text, 
with  ttjlg,  have  Aptmonita.  But  the  true  reading  is  that  of  cha&d.  and  perhaps  1  us.  Comp.  v.  v.  10 
arid  ao*  and  fee  c.  x.— V.  2.  |J  So,  rightly,  1  ms.  Comp,  ver,  10.  and  fee  c.  a.  Hie  prefent  text  has 
Jramt  i.  e.  Syria.—' V.  9.  R  So  sir.  arab.  vulg.  and  8  mss.  The  reii,  for  in  thu  houft  U  thy 

V.  it*  f  <5  mss. 
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15  the  affembly :  and  he  laid ;  w  Liften,  all  ye  JudahiteB,  a ad  ye  inhabitants  of  Jam- 
41  falem ;  and  thou,  king  Jofhaphat :  thus  faith  the  Lord  to  you :  *  Be  not  afraid 
“  nor  difmayed,  on  account  of  that  great  multitude ;  for  not  yours  btit  Goo’s  is 

16  41  the  war.  To-morroW,  go  ye  out  againft  them  :  lo !  they  come  by  the  aeelfrity 
u  of  Aziz ;  and  ye  will  find  them  at  the  end  of  the  brook-yak ;  over  againft  the 

17  u  wildemefs  of  JerueL  On  this  occafion,  ye  fhall  not  need  to  fight ;  Hand  flail, 
“  only,  and  fee  how  the  Lord  will  fave  you.  Fear  not,  O  Judah  and  Jerufalem  I 
“  nor  be  difmayed:  to-morrow,  go  out  againft  them;  for  the  Lord  i*  with  you.*" 

18  —On  this,  Jolhaphat  bowed  hxmfelf,  with  his  face  to  the  ground }  and  alhjM»h 

19  and  Jerufalem  fell  down,  and  worihippcd  the  Lord  :  while  the  Levites  of  the  pro¬ 
geny  of  Koath  and  of  Korab,  ftood  up  to  praife  with  a  loud  and  high-founding 
voice,  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael. 

ao  They  arofe  early,  next  morning,  and  went  forth  unto  the  wilderaefe  of  Thekoa: 
and,  as  they  were  going  forth,  Jofhaphat  ftood  up  and  faid ;  “  Hear  me,  O  Ju- 
“  dahites,  and  ye  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  1  Truft  in  the  Lord,  your  God  5  and 

21  44  ye  fhall  be  fecure :  believe  his  prophets,  and  ye  fliall  prqfper.”  Then,  confuting 
with  die  people,  he  appointed  fingers  to  the  Lord,  who,  in  going  out  before  the 
army,  were  to  praife  him  with  holy  decorum,  and  to  fay :  4<  Praife  the  Lord, 

22  M  f  becaufe  good  is  he  I ;  becaufe  everiafting  his  bounty.” — Now,  as  foon  as  thefe 
began  to  ftng,  and  praife  the  Lord,  the  Lord  threw  fuch  [|  diflenfion  among  the 
children  of  Ammon  and  Moab,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Mount-Seir,  who  were 

23  coming  againft  the  Judahites ;  that  they  fmote  one  another ;  for  the  children  of 
Ammon  and  Moab  attacked  the  inhabitants  of  Mount-Seir,  and  totally  deftroyed 
them ;  and  when  they  had  done  with  the  inhabitants  of  Mount-Selr,  they  ||  rufhed 
on  to  mutual  extermination. 

24  When  the  Judahites,  then,  came  to  Mizpha,  hy  the  wildernefs,  and  viewed  the 
multitude  ;  lot  they  were  f-  all  lying  dead  upon  the  ground  :  none  had  efcaped, 

25  So  Jofhaphat  and  his  people  went  to  ftize  their  fpoils,  and  found  among  them,  an 
abundance  of  riches,  and  |]  raiment,  and  precious  jewels,  of  which  they  ftripped 
off,  for  themfelves,  more  than  they  could  carry  away :  fo  great  was  the  booty,  that 

26  they  were  three  days  in  colle&ing  it. — On  the  fourth  day,  they  aflembled  in  the 
vale  of  Beracha;  and  there  they  gave  thanks  to  the  Lord  :  hence  the  name  of  the 

27  place  has  been  called  the  vale  of  Beracha  \tbankfghmg\  unto  this  day. — Then  all 

VAR  10  C  S  RlADlMGS. 

Y.  21.  4  sYtt.  and  13  mss.— V.  22.  ||  I  have  Followed  a  conjectural  reading,  which  Teems  to  have  been  that  of 
SEP.  The  present  TEXT,  with  chald.  and  vulg.  have  ambufbmenti :  a  reading,  which  I  think  Irreconcileablc 
with  the  context.  This  verfe  and  the  next  are  wanting  in  $vr.  and  arab.  Sjee  c.  a.— V.  23.  |)  The  prefent 
text  has  a  word  that  denotes  to  ejjift:  but  I  am  perfuaded  that  it  is  ad  error ;  and  have  Followed  the 
reading  of  ser.  and  vut.g.— V.  24.  f  sEp.  syr.  Arab. — V.  25.  |)  So  vuL<h  and  ahxb.  and  perhaps  sbp. 
with  above  20  mss.  tr  printed  editions.  The  text  has; corcafa, 
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the  men  of  Judah  and  Jerufalem,  with  Joftiaphat  at  their  head,  returned  with  joy 
to  Jerufalem:  for  the  Lord  had  given  them  joy  over  their  enemies.  So,  with  aS 
lutes,  and  harps,  and'  trumpets,  they  came  to  Jerufalem,  unto  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord. — And  the  fear  of  the  Lord  was  upon  all  the  neighbouring  kingdoms,  on  2? 
their  hearing,  that  the  Lord  had  fought  againft  the  enemies  of  Ifrael.  Thus  the  30 
realm  of  Jofhaphat  wafe  quiet :  for  his  God  gave  him  reft  on  all  Tides. 

\ .  Apter  this,  jolhaphat,  king  of  Judah,  allied  himfelf  with  Ahaziah  king  of  35 
Ifrael  (whofe  deeds  wdre  fo  wicked  *)  ;  and  agreed,  in  conjunction  with  him,  to  36 
make  (hips  to  go  to  Thar  (hi  fh  :  and  the  fhips  were  made,  at  Ezion-geber,  But  37 
Eliezer  Ben-Dodavah,  of  Marefha,  prophefied  againft  Jofhaphat,  faying ;  u  Becaufe 
“  thou  haft  allied  thyfelf  with  Ahaziah,  the  Lord  hath  wrecked  thy  works  :M  and 
the  (hips  were  fo  wrecked,  that  they  could  not  proceed  to  Tharflrifh.  j 

JOSH^PHAT,  king  of  Judah,  was  thirty-five  years  old,  when  he  became  king ;  31 
and  reigned,  at  Jerufalem,  twenty-five  years.  His  mother’s  name  was  Azuba,  the 
daughter  of  Shilhu — He  walked  in  the  ways  of  his  father  Afah,  from  which  lie  32 
never  deviated ;  doing  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord.  The  hill-chapels,  33 
however,  were  not  entirely  removed :  for,  as  yet,  the  people’s  hearts  were  not  fin- 
cerely  turned  to  the  God  of  their  forefathers.— The  reft  of  the  ads  of  Jofhaphat,  34 
firft  and  laft,  are  written  in  the  records  of  Jehu  Ben-Ha  nani  *  which  were  inferted 
in  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  |  Judah. 

Joshaphat  flept  with  his  forefathers;  and,  with  his  forefathers,  was  buried  in  1 
the  city  of  David  :  and  his  fon  Joram  reigned  in  his  ftead  :  whofe  ♦  brothers,  fbns  z 
of  Jofhaphat,  were  Azarkh,  Jehiel,  Zachariah,  Azarkh,  Michael  and  Shephatiah  ; 
all  thefe  were  fons  of  Jofhaphat,  king  of  ||  Judah.  To  them  their  father  had  given  3 
large  donations  of  Giver,  and  of  gold,  and  other  precious  things ;  with  tbe  govern^ 
ment  of  fortified  cities  in  Judah ;  but  the  kingdom  he  gave  to  Joram  ;  becaufe  he 
was  the  firft-borh  ;  but  when  Joram  was  firmly  eftablifhed  in  the  kingdom  of  his  4 
father;  he  flew, with  the  fwon},all  his  brothers, and  forae  of  the  chiefs  of  ||  Judah. 

^13.  Hflory  of  the  Reign  of  Joram%  King  of  Judah. 

JORAM  was  thirty-two  years  old,  when  he  became  king;  and  reigned,  at  Je-  $ 
rufalem,  eight  years.— He  walked  in  the  ways  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael,  and  did  evil  6 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  as  the  houfe  of  Ahab  had  done :  for  his  wife  was  Ahab’s 
filter.  Neverthelefs,  the  Lord  would  not  deftroy  the  houfe  of  David,  on  account  7 

various  readings. 

V.  35*  *  And  vtha  committed  greater  wiciedruft  than  all  tbe  kings  of  Ifrael p,  «R.  ARAB.-— V.  34.  R  The  text 
and  v.  v.  have  Ifrael  t  bat  this  »  evidently  an  error .  See  c.  2.  CK.  XXI.  ver,  2.  *  fix,  sep.  lb.  |j  Tbe 
p  relent  text  has  Ifrael;  hat  all  the  v.  v.  fare  chald.  with  40  mss.  have  the  right  reading  Judah.— 
V.  4.  B  Here  again  the  text  and  v,  v.  have  Ifrael.  See  e.  a. 
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of  the  covenant  which  he  had  made  with  David  ;  and  becaufc  he  had  promised  to 
give  a  lamp  to  him  and  to  his  Tons,  for  ever. 

8  Ik  his  days*  the  Edomites  revolted  from  Judah,  and  made  a  king  over  thtmfelves. 

9  On  which,  Joram  went  forth  agmnfi  them  with  hia  captains  and  all  his  chariots: 
when,  riling  in  the  night,  he  fmote  the  Edomites,  who  had  furrounded  him  and 

10  the  chiefs  of  his  chariots :  f  and  the  people  retreated  to  their  own  homes.  | — Thus 
the  Edomites  revolted  from  the  king  of  Judah  unto  this  day.  At  the  fame  time 
Libna  revolted  from  him;  becaufe  he  had  forfaken  the  Loan,  the  God  of  his  fore- 

u  fathers*  Nay,  he  made  hill«*hapel$  in  the  ||  cities  of  Judah,  and  debauched  and 

12  forced  into  idolatry  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufrlem  and  Judah. — On  this,  there  came 
a  writing  to  him  from  the  prophet  |j  Elias,  faying:  M  Thus  frith  the  Lord, .the 
“  Gob  of  thy  forefather  David :  *  Becaufe  thou  haft  not  walked  in  the  ways  of 

13  tf  thy  father  Jolhaphat,  nor  in  the  ways  of  Afrh,  kings  of  Judah ;  but  haft  walked 
“  in  the  ways  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael ;  and  haft  debauched  the  inhabitants  of  Jeru^ 
u  falem  into  fimilar  idolatry  with  that  of  the  houfe  of  Ahab;  and  haft,,  befide8y,flain 
«  thine  own  brothers,  of  thine  own  father’s  houfe,  who  were  hetter  than  thyfelf: 

14  w  lo !  with  a  great  calamity  will  the  Lord  afflift  thy  people,  thy  children,  thy 

15  “  wives,  and  all  that  thou  poffefleft :  and  thyfelf  fhall  have  fo  grievous  a  difeafe 
«  in  thy  bowels,  that  thy  bowels  will  at  length  fall  out,  in  confluence  of  that 

difeafe.” 

16  Accordingly,  the  Lord  ftirred  up,  againft  Joram,  the  Philiftmes,  and.  the 

17  Arabs  who  were  next  to  the  Chufhites;  and  they  came  into  Judah,  and  broke 
through  it,  and  carried  away  all  the  fubftance  that  was  in  the  king’s  houfe,  with 
his  Tons  and  his  wives ;  fo  that  there  was  no  fon  left  to  him  ;  frve  Ahaziah,  the 

18  youngeft  of  his  fons. — And,  befide  all  this,  the  Lord  fmote  him  with  an  incurable 

19  difeafe  in  his  bowels ;  fo  that,  at  length,  after  the  end  of  two  years,  his  bowels 
fell  out,  in  confequenee  of  hk  difeafe :  and  becaufe  he  died  of  evil  difeafes,  his 
people  made  no  fire  in  his  honour,  like  the  fires  made  in  honour,  of  his  fore- 

20  fathers, — He  was  thirty-two  years  old,  when  he  became  king ;  and  he  reigned,  at 
Jerufrlem,  eight  years.  He  departed  without  being  regretted,  and  was  buried  in 

1  the  city  of  David,  hut  not  in  the  royal  fepulchre  ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem 
made  his  youngeft  fon,  Ahaziah,  reign  in  his  ftcad :  for  the  horde  of  Arabs, 

VARIOUS  HEADINGS. 

V.  9.  f  8KP.  with  p.  p.  2  K.  8.  21. — v,  1 1.  II  So  SEP.  vote,  and  49  mss.  Ihe  reft,  mountain*.  Sec  a  r. — 
V*  12.  U  So  all  the  copies  of  text,  and  all  the  v.  v.  Yet  the  reading  is  altogether  improbable.  Elias  was 
dead  feme  years  before:  and  hence  we  arc  told  by  fome  commentators,  both  Jews  and  Chriftians,  that 
this  was  a  roiffive  from  heaven  !  I  believe  the  true  leading  to  be  EBJha ;  unlefa  we  fuppofe,  which  is  very 
poflible,  a  little  bit  of  aimebronifm  in  the  writer.  See  c.  r.— V.  17.  jj  So  III  .the  v*  v..(except  vux.c.)  with 
I  us.  and  P.  P.  db.  22.  1,  7*  The  prefent  reading  is  Joahaz.  See  c,  a. 
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who  had  come  and  encamped  at  Jerufalem ,  had  flain  ail  the  elder  fons :  fo  Ahaziah 
Ben-Joram  became  king  of  Judah. 

§  14.  Hjjhry  of  the  Reign  of  Ahaziah.  Comp,  a  Kings,  viiL 

AHAZIAH  was  forty-two  years  old,  when  he  became  king;  and  reigned,  at  t 
Jerufalem,  one  year.  His  mother’s  name  was  Athalk,  daughter  of  Omri. — He,  3 
too,  walked  in  the  ways  of  the  houfe  of  Ahab ;  for  his  mother  couafelled  him  to 
do  wickedly.  So  he  did  evil,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  like  the  houfe  of  Ahab ;  4 

for,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  they  were  his  counsellors,  to  his  own  ruin.  For  $ 
he  walked  according  to  their  counfel ;  and  went  with  Joram  Ben- Ahab,  king  of 
Ifrael,  to  war  againft  Hazael  king  of  Syria,  at  Ramoth*Gilead.  And  when  the 
jj  Syrians  had  fmitten  Joram,  and  he  had  returned  to  Jezreel  to  be  healed  of  the  6 
wounds  which  he  had  received  at  Ramoth,  in  fighting  with  Hazael  king  of  Syria ; 

||  Ahaziah  Ben-Joram,  king  of  Judah,  went  to  vifit  Joram  Ben-Ahab  at  Jezreel, 
becaufe  he  was  fick:  but  this  vifit  of  Ahaziah  to  Joram  was,  God  fo  dire&iag  it,  7 
his  ruin.  For,  on  his  arrival,  he  went  out  with  Joram,  againft  Jehu  Ben-Nimfhi ; 
whom  the  Lord  had  appointed  to  cut  off  the  houfe  of  Ahab.  So  when  Jehu  8 
was  executing  judgment  upon  the  houfe  of  Ahab,  he  found  there  the  chiefs  of 
Judah  and  the  fons  of  Ahaziah’ a  brothers  (who  attended  Ahaziah),  and  flew 
them.  He  then  fearched  for  Ahaziah,  who  had  hidden  himfelf  in  Samaria :  and  9 
he  was  found,  and  brought  to  Jehu,  and  was  flain  1  and  him  they  buried ;  <4  be- 
u  caufe,”  faid  they,  u  he  was  the  grandfon  of  Jofhaphat,  who  fought  the  Lord, 

“  with  his  whole  bean.” 

Nor  had  the  houfe  of  Ahaziah  power  to  retain  the  kingflup.  For  when  Atha»  10 
Ha,  Ahaziah’s  mother,  faw  that  her  own  fon  was  dead,  fbe  arofe  and  deftroyed  the 
whole  royal  progeny  of  the  houfe  of  Judah.  But  Jofhaheath,  daughter  of  king  11 
foram^  took  Joafh,  fon  of  Ahaziah  (whom  Ihe  had  flolen  away  from  among  the 
king’s  fons,  who  woe  flain),  and  put  him  and  Ids  nurfe  in  the  dormitory  of  the 
tmpk.  Thus  Jofhaheath,  daughter  of  king  Joram,  wife  of  Joiadah  the  Afg-A-prieft, 
and  After  of  Ahaziah,  concealed  him  (JoaJb)  from  Athalia;  fo  that  he  was  not 
flain :  and  with  fl  her  he  was  concealed  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  fix  years :  while  1 1 
Athalia  reigned  over  the  land. — But,  in  the  feventh  year,  Joiadah,  taking  courage,  1 
entered  into  a  league  with  the  captains  of  hundreds  Azarkh  Ben-Jeroham,  Khmael 
Ben-Johanan,  Azarkh  Bcn-Obed,  Maafhiah  Ben-Adaiah  and  EH&aphat  Ben- 

VAEIOU8  READINGS. 

CH.  XXH.  ?er.  5.  fl  Ww? 1.  Sec  c.  a.— V.  6.  B  The  text  has  AsarUb,  but  the  true  reading  is  Ahazwht 
which  ii  that  of  set.  st&.  akab.  volg.  and  17  vss.  Sec  c.  su— V.  xz.  ||  So  aep.  era.  arab.  and  p.  r. 

The  reft,  them.  See  c.  K. 
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a  Zichri  i  who  went  about  through  Judah,  and  aflembled  the  Levites,  and  the  patri¬ 
archal  chiefs  of  Krael,  out  of  all  the  cities  of  Judah.  And,  when  they  came  to  Je- 
3  rufalem,  the  whole  affembly  made  a  covenant  with  the  king  in  the  fcmfe  of  God  : 

for  Joiadah  had  laid  to  them:  u  Behold  the  king's  fan:  let  him  be  kingf  accord- 
4 ,  **  ing  to  the  promiie  of  the  Loax>  to  the  progeny  of  David.  This  is  what  ye  mnft 
M  do  :  a  third  part  of  you  priefts  and  Levites,  who  come  in  to  do  duty  on  the  fab- 

5  4*  bath,  lhail  guard  the  door-threlholds :  a  third  put  (hall  guard  the  king’s  apart- 
u  ment,  and  a  third  part  lhall  be  potted  at  the  foundation-gate  ;  and  let  all  the  reft 

6  u  of  the  people  be  in  the  courts  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  but  let  none*  lave  the 
w  priefts  and  the  mimftering-Levites,  come  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  they  fhal 
“  go  in,  becaufe  they  are  hallowed  for  that  purpofe :  but  let  all  the  reft  of  the 

7  w  people  keep  watch  for  the  Lord.  Let  the  Levites,  every  man  with  his  weapons 
w  in  bis  hands, make  a  fence  around  the  king;  and  |j  be  with  the  king,  as  he  cometh 
“  out,  and  as  he  goeth  in :  and  if  any  one  etfe  come  into  the  houfe,  let  him  be  put 

8  u  to  death.” — The  Levites,  and  all  the  Judahites,  did  according  to  all  that  Joiadah, 
the  prieft,  commanded ;  they  took,  each  his  own  men,  both  thofe  who  came  in  on 
the  fobbath,  and  thofe  who  Ihould  have  gone  out  on  the  fabbath :  for  Joiadah,  the 

9  prieft,  difmifled  not  the firmer  courfes. — Now  Joiadah,  the  prieft,  had  given  to  the 
captains  of  hundreds  the  fpears,  bucklers  and  fhielda  that  had  belonged  to  king 

to  David,  and  were  now  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  Then,  all  the  people,  each  man 
with  his  weapons  in  his  hands,  being  pofted  around  the  king^  from  the  right  fide 
n  of  the  temple  to  the  left  fide  of  the  temple,  from  the  altar  inward ;  J  they  brought 
forth  the  Utt  king’s  ion,  and  put  upon  him  the  crown  and  the  regal  ornaments,  and 
made  him  king:  and  Joiadah  and  his  Tons  anointed  him,  and  laid :  “  Long  live 
ij  "the  king !’* — When  Athalia  heard  the  voice  of  the  people,  crowding  to  applaud 
23  the  king,  fiie  came  to  the  people,  unto  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  :  when  to  i  (he  be¬ 
held  the  king  placed  on  his  tribunal  at  the  entrance  of  the  temple;  and,  by  the  king, 
the  |  fingers  and  trumpeters ;  and  the  whole  people  of  the  land  rejoicing  and 
blowing  with  trumpets,  while  the  fingers  and  Drilled  minftrels  played  with  mufical 
iuftruments.  On  this,  Athalia  rent  her  garments,  and  laid:  “  Trealbn  !  treafon  !**— 

14  But  Joiadah,  the  prieft,  0  came  forth,  and  gave  orders  to  the  centurions  who  were 
over  the  forces,  faying :  |  tt  Take  her  out,  without  the  ranges ;  and  if  any  one  fol- 
“  low  her,  let  him  be  fiain  with  the  fword for  the  prieft  had  faid ;  u  Ye  mufl : 

15  "  not  put  her  to  death  in  the  houfe  of  God,”— So  they  made  way  for  her ;  and 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XXIII.  vcr.  7.  E)  al.  ht yt.  See  c.  r.— W  ti.  H  hr,  sep.  with  1  ms.  and  f.  p — V.  13.  il  So  $  mss.  and 
two  printed  editions  :  and  fo  equivalently  str.  and  arab.  The  reft,  chief*.  See  c.  R. — V.  14.  [|  X  follow 
the  reading  of  sep.  and  vutG.  whkh  is  partly  that  alfo  of  8TR-  and  ARAB.  The  reft,  brought  firtb  the  cen¬ 
turion*,  tbc  chift  ftb*  f9rw9  and  faid  to  than.  See  c.  r. 
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when  flic  was  come  to  the  horfe-gate-way  of  the  king’s  houfe,  £he  was  there  put 
to  death* 

Joiadah,  then,  made  a  covenant  between  himfelf,  and  the  people ,  and  the  king;  16 
that  they  fliould  be  the  Lord’s  people, — On  which,  the  whole  people  went  to  the  17 
temple  of  Baal,  and  demolifhed  it :  its  altars  and  its  ftatues  they  broke  in  pieces ; 
and  Matban,  the  prieft  of  Baal,  they  flew  before  the  altars. — Then  Joiadah  re-ap-  x8 
pointed  the  fun&ions  off  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  under  the  mmiftry  of  the  priefts 
and  Levites ;  as  David  had  diftributed  them,  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  :  to  offer 
holocaufla  to  the  Lord  j  as  preferibed  in  the  law  of  Mofes, — He  alfo  placed  door-  19 
keepers  at  the  gates  of  the  houfe  of  the  Loud;  that  no  one,  in  any  refpedt  unclean, 
might  enter. — And,  now,  taking  with  him  the  centurions,  and  chieftains,  and  go-  20 
veraorsof  the  people,  with  the  whole  people  of  the  land,  he  brought  the  king  from 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord;  and,  palling  through  the  upper  gate  unto  the  king’s  houfe, 
they  placed  him  upon  the  royal  throne.  And  the  whole  people  of  the  land  re-  21 
joiced  :  and,  although  Athalia  had  been  flain  with  the  fword,  the  city  was  quiet. 

§  15.  Htfiory  of  the  Reign  of  JoaJb .  Comp,  a  Kings,  xii. 

JOASH  was  feven  years  old,  when  he  became  king ;  and  reigned,  at  Jerufalem,  1 
forty  years. — His  mother’s  name  was  Zibia  of  Beer-flieba. — Joafh  did  what  was  2 
right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  all  the  days  of  Joiadah,  the  prieft.  Joiadah  took  for  3 
him  two  wives ;  and  he  begot  fons  and  daughters. 

Joash,  after  this,  having  a  mind  to  repair  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  fummoned  } 
together  the  priefts  and  the  Levites,  and  faid  to  them  r  a  Go  out  into  the  cities  of 
“  Judah  ;  and,  from  all  Ifraelites,  colled  money,  from  year  to  year,  for  the  repa- 
11  radon  of  the  houfe  of  your  God;  and  fee,  that  ye  haften  the  matter.”  The 
Levites,  however,  haftened  not. — The  king,  therefore,  called  for  Joiadah,  the  chief-  6 
prieft,  and  faid  to  him :  “  Why  haft  thou  not  required  the  Levites  to  bring  in,  out 
“  of  Judah  and  Jerufalem,  the  contribution  appointed  by  Mofes,  the  fervant  of  the 
w  Lord,  to  be  paid  by  the  people  of  Ifrael,  for  the  fervice  of  the  convention- 
“  tent  — For  Athalia  hairing  depraved  her  fons,  they  had  broken  up  the  houfe  of  7 
God  ;  and  converted  all  the  hallowed  things  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  to  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  Baal. 

At  die  king's  commandment,  then,  a  cheft  was  made,  and  placed  at  the  gate  of  8 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord  :  and  a  proclamation  was  made,  throughout  Judah  and  Je-  9 
rufalem,  to  bring  in,  to  the  Lord,  the  contribution,  which  Mofes,  the  fervant  of 
the  LORD,  had,  in  the  wildemefs,  laid  upon  the  Ifraelites.-r-All  the  chiefs,  and  the  10 
whole  people,  rejoiced  at  this  proclamation ;  and  brought  in  their  contributions ,  and 
caft  them  into  the  cheft ;  until  the  whole  was  completed. — The  cheft  was,  at  times,  ,11 
brought  by  the  Levites  to  the  king’s  infpe&ors  ;  and  when  they  faw  that  there  was 
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much  money  in  the  cheft ,  the  king’s  fcribe  and  the  chief  prieft’s  deputy  came  and 
emptied  the  cheft,  and  carried  it  back  again  to  its  place.  Thus!  they  did,  from  time 

ia  to  time;  and  colle&ed  money  in  abundance:  which  the  king  and  Joiadah*  deli* 
vered  to  thofe  who  had  the  care  of  the  work  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  who  hired 
•with  it  mafons  and  carpenters,  to  repair  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  and  alfo  iron* 

13  fmiths  and  braiiers,  to  ftrengthen  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  The  workmen  worked 
fo  diligently,  that  the  work  was  foon  completed,  and  the  houfe  of  God  reftored  by 
them  to  former  ftate  of  ftreogth* 

14  When  the  work  of  the  temple  was  finifhed,  they  brought  the  remainder  of  the 
money  to  the  king  and  Joiadah ;  and  of  it  were  utenfils  made  fof  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord,  utenfils  for  the  fervice  of  holocaufts ;  and  iucenfe-pots,  and  other  utenfils  of 
gold  and  filVer:  for  holocaufts  were  continually  offered,  at  the  houfe  of  the  Lord, 

15  all  the  days  of  Joiadah. — But  Joiadah  became  old,  and  died  full  of  days;  a a  hun- 

j6  dred  and  thirty  years  old  was  he,  when  he  died.  And  he  was  buried  among  the 

kings,  in  the  city  of  David ;  becaufe  he  had  done  good  in  Ifrael,  with  refped  to 
God,  andvto  his  temple* 

17  But  after. the  death  of  Joiadah,  the  chiefs  of  Judah  came  and  fupplicated  the 

x8  king :  aod  the  king  liftened  to  them.  So  they  abandoned  the  houfe  of  the  Lord, 
the  G  od  of  their  forefathers,  and  worfhipped  grove-idols ;  and  for  that  tranfgrdfion, 

19  came  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  upon  Judah  and  Jerufalem. — Yet  he  fent  to  them  pro¬ 
phets*  to  bring  them  back  to  the  Lord;  and,  againft  them*  thofe.  prophets  teftified; 

20  but  they  would  not  give  ear.— Then  Zachariah,  the  fon  of  Joiadah  the  prieft,  im¬ 
pelled  by  the  fpirit  of  God,  flood  up,  above  the  people,  and  faid  to  them :  u  Why 
“  tranfgrefs  ye  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  5  and  fo  cannot  profper  ?  Becaufe 

a  1  45  ye  haye  forfaken  the  Lord,  he  hath  likewife  forfaken  you.” — But  they  confpired 
againft  him ;  and,  at  the  king’s  command,  overwhelmed  him  with  ftones,  in  the 

22  court  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.— The  kindnefs  which  his  father  had  fhewn  to 
king  Joafh,  he  remembered  not ;  but  flew  his  fon :  who,  when  he  was  dying,  laid : 
“  May  the  Lord  regard,  and  requite  V* 

23  Accordingly,  at  the  end  of  that  year,  the  hoft  of  Syria  came  againft  Joafh  : 
and,  going  through  Judah  and  Jerufalem,  deftroyed  all  the  chiefs  of  the  people,  and 

24  fent  their  fpoils  to  the  king  of  Damafcus.  For  although  the  Syrians  had  come  but 
with  a  fmall  body  of  men,  the  Lord  delivered  into  their  hands  a  very  numerous 
hoft,  becaufe  thefe  had  forfaken  the  Lord,  the  God  of  their  forefathers.  On  Joafh, 

VARIOUS  READING. 

CH.  XXIV.  vex.  12.  *  the  prieft,  SEP,  and  l  W6. 

lIPliSATOlY  SOTS. 

Cb,  xxlv.  vet,  IJ.  Came  end ftppTicattd the  king ;  i.  e.  petitioned  him,  to  let  them  felinquilh  the  worfhip  of  the  Load, 

which  they  found  too  cofUy  and  troubkfomej 
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alfo,  they  executed  judgment ;  haying  left  him,  at  their  departure,  forely  wounded  i  25 
•when,  for  the  blood  of  the  fon  of  Joiadah  the  prieft,  his  own  fervanta  confpired 
a  gain  ft  him,  and  Hew  him  in  his  bed. — When  dead,  he  was  buried  in  the  city  of 
David,  but  was  not  buried  in  the  royal  fepulchres. — Thofe  who  confpired  againli  a6 
him  were  Zabad,  the  fon  of  Sbimeath,  an  Ammonitefs ;  and  Jozabad,  the  fon  of 
Sbimrith,  a  Moabitefe,— Now,  his  ||  buildings,  and  the  great  impofts  laid  on,  by  27 
him,  for  the  reparation  of  the  houfe  of  God,  are  written  in  the  records  of  the  kings 
of  Judah, — His  fon  Amaziah  reigned  in  his  ftead. 

§  1 6.  Hjftory  of  the  Reign  of  Amaziah.  Comp,  a  Kings,  xiv. 

AM  AZ I  AH  was  twenty-five  years  old,  when  he  became  king ;  and  reigned,  at  1 
Jemfalena,  twenty-nine  years :  his  mother’s  name  was  Joaadan,  of  Jerufalem. — 

He  did  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  \  although  not  with  all  his  heart.  a 
As  foon  as  the  kingftrip  was  confirmed  to  him,  he  flew  his  fervants,  who  had  3 
fmitten  the  king  his  father :  but  their  children  he  put  not  to  death  ;  according  to  4 
the  prefeription  of  the  law,  in  the  book  of  Mofes,  which  the  Lord  had  com¬ 
manded,  faying :  u  Fathers  {hall  not  be  put  to  death  on  account  of  children ;  nor 
14  children  on  account  of  fathers:  let  every  man  die  for  his  own  crime*” 

Amaziah  aflembled  the  chiefs  of  Judah,  and  appointed  them  captains  of  thou-  5 
fands  and  captains  of  hundreds,  according  to  their  paternal  houses,  throughout  all 
Judah  and  Benjamin.  He  then  muftered  them,  from  the  age  of  twenty  years,  up¬ 
wards  ;  and  found  them  to  be  three  hundred  thoufand  choice  warriors,  who  could 
wield  both  fpeax  and  buckler.  He  moreover  hired,  for  an  hundred  talents  of  filver,  6 
an  hundred  thoufand  brave  and  valiant  men,  out  of  Ifrael. — But  there  came  to  him  7 
a  man  of  God,  faying ;  w  O  king !  let  not  the  hoft  of  Ifrael  go  with  thee :  for  the 
44  Lord  is  not  with  Ifrael ;  with  any  of  the  children  of  Ephraim.  If  they  go,  8 
“  thou  wilt  indeed  acquire  more  ftrength  for  the  combat :  yet  God  will  make  thee 
<{  ftumble  before  the  enemy :  for  God’s  is  the  power  to  fupport,  or  overthrow.” 

44  But  what,”  laid  Amaziah  to  the  man  of  God,  4i  {hall  we  do  for  the  hundred  t*-  9 

44  lents,  which  I  have  given  to  the  hoft  of  Ifrael  ?”  The  man  of  God  anfwcred : 

44  The  Lord  is  able  to  give  thee  much  more  than  that”  Amaziah  then  feparated  10 

VARIOUS  HEADING. 

V.  37.  B  The  prefcoi  text  has  fotut  with  sep.  cfmlb.  and  vplc.  hut  X  am  perfoaded  that  Houbigant’s 
conjectural  emendation  is  the  true  reading.  See  c.  a* 

explanatory  motes. 

Ch.  xxt,  vcr.  6.  jin  hundred  lulau,  ire.  Hence  we  find,  I  will,  however,  fUbjoin-  two  other  wnrfions.  The  firil  is 
that  in  thofe  daj*  the  price  of  a  hired  foMier  was  Httls  more  that  of  Hoobigant ;  Bet,  if  thou  h  A  atf&nate  at  to  go  to 
than  feven  /hillings.  ^  war,  &c.  The  other  is  that  of  Michael  is  and  Datbe;  But 

without  altering  a  letter  of  the  Text,  go  thqoy  alofie,  and  fight  valiantly ;  otherwife,  &c.  The  bt- 
gtren  an  entirely  new  tranfletwm  of  the  firft  part  of  this  ter  appears  to  me  irrecoccdeable  with  the  context.  But 
Tdlei  which  I  think  has  not  hitherto  been  tmderdood.  fee  c. a. 
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the  troops,  that  had  coroe  to  him  from  Ephraim  j  that  they  might  return  to  their 
own  places.  At  this  they  were  much  incenfed  againft  the  Judal&tcd?  ahd  returned 
in  wrath  to  their  own  places. 

xi  BtfT  Amaziah  took  courage,  and  led  forth  his  own  people;  and,  going- to  the 

12  vale  of  fait,  fmote  ten  thoufand  ofthe  children  of  Seir :  and  other  ten  thoufrnd the 
children  of  Judah  captived,  alive;  and  brought  them  to  the  top  of  a  rock,  and  threw 
them  down  from  the  top  of  the  rock :  fo  that  they  were  fluttered  all  in  pieces. — 

13  Meanwhile  the  troops,  which  Amaziah  had  fent  back,  that  they  might  not  go  with 
him  to  battle,  fell  upon  the  cities  of  Judah-  from  Samaria  unto  Betb4*oroo  *r  and 
fmote  three  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  took  away  a  great  booty. 

14  When  Amaziah  returned  from  the  daughter  of  the  Edomites,  he  brought 
with  him  the  gods  of  the  children  of  Seir,  and  fet  them  up  for  his  own  gods : 

15  them  he  worlhipped,  and  to  them  he  burned  incenfe.  Hence  the  wfath  of 
the  Lord  was  kindled  againft  Amaziah ;  and  he  fent  to  him  a  prophet,  who  laid 
to  him :  **  Why  haft  thou  attached  thyfelf  to  gods  of  a  nation,  who  were  not  able 

16  w  to  refcue  their  own  people  out  of  thine  hands  V *  But  while  thus  he  talked,  the 
king  faid  to  Mm;  “  Haft  thou  been  made  the  king's  counfeHor?  Forbear!  why 
K  wouldcft  thou  be  fmhten  ?”  The  prophet  forbore  ;  but  faid :  “  I  fee  that  God 
w  hath  refolved  to  deftroy  thee ;  becaufe  thus  thou  a£teft,  and  haft  not  liftened  to 
4t  my  eouufet” 

17  After  this,  Amaziah,  king  of  Judah,  was  advifed  to-frnd“a  meflage  to  Joafh 
Ben-Johahaz  Ben-Jehu,  king  of  Ifrael,  faying;  tt  Come,  let  Us  look  one  another  in 

»8  "  the  fiice;”  Joafh,  king  of  Ifrael,  fent  back  word  to  Amaziah,  king  of  Judah, 
faying;  “  A  thiftle  in  Lebanon  feat  to  a  cedar  in  Lebanon,  faying;  *  Give  thy 
44  daughter,  for  a  wife  to  my  fon when  one  of  the  wild  beafts  of  Lebanon,  paffi- 

19  “  mg  by,  trod  down  the  thiftle.  Becanfe,  forfooth,  thou  haft  fmitten  the  Edomites, 
«  thy  mind  is  elated,  to  boafting ;  ftay,  now,  at  home :  why  wouldeft  thou  engage 

ao  *l  thyfelf  in  evil ;  and  fo  foil,  together  with  thy  Judahites  — But  Amaziah  would 
not  liften :  for  it  was  God’s  defign  to  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  their  ene- 

21  mies,  for  their  attachment  to  the  gods  of  Edom. — So  Joafh,  Mag  of  Ifrael,  came 
out ;  and  he  and  Amaziah,  king  of  Judah,  looked  ooe  another  in  the  face,  at  Beth- 

ai  fhemefh  of  Judah.  And  the  Judahites  were  worfted  by  the  Ifraelites,  and  fled, 

23  every  man  to  his  own  home.  But  Joafh,  king  of  Ifrael, captived  Amaziah  Ben-Joafh 
|j  Ben-Ahaziah,  king  of  Judah,  at  Beth-fhemcfh  5  and  brought  him  to  Jerufalem  : 
and  the  walls  of  Jerufalem  he  broke  down,  from  the  gateiof  Ephraim  to  the  comer- 

24  gate,  four  hundred  cubits.  AH  the  gold  and  filver,  and  all  the  utenfils  that  Were 


VARIOUS  READING. 


CH.  XXV.  ret,  23.  S  The  TEXT  has  Btrt-'Joabaz ;  an  evident  uriftake;  cdire&ed,  befides,  on  the  faith  of 

6  was.  See  c.  R. 
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found  in  the  houfe  of  God,  under  the  care  of  Obed-edom  5  and  the  treafures  of 
the  king’s  houfe,  he  took  away;  and,  with  hoftages,  returned  to  Samaria, 

Amaziah  Ben-Joaffi,  king  of  Judah,  lived,  after  the  death  of  Joa£b  Ben-Jehoaz,  2$ 
king  of  Ifrael,  fifteen  ^ears. — The  reft  of  the  afts  of  Amaziah,  firft  and  laft,  are  26 
written  in  the  records  of  the  kings  of  Judah  and  Ifrael.  * 

Now,  from  the  time! of  Amaziah’s  turning  away  from  following  the  Lord,  a  27 
confpiracy  had  been  fcikned  againft  him  at  Jerufalem :  fo  he  fled  to  Lachifh.  But 
perfons  were  fent  after  him  to  Lachifh,  who  flew  him  there.  He  was  thence  28 
brought,  upon  horfes,  tb  Jerufalem ;  and  was  buried,  with  his  forefathers,  in  the 
city  of  ||  David. 

§  17.  Hjflory  of  the  Reign  of  Uriah.  Comp.  2  Bungs,  xiv. 

THEN  the  whole  people  of  Judah  took  Uriah,  who  was  fixteen  years  old,  and  1 
made  him  king  in  the  ftead  of  his  father  Amaziah,* — He  repaired  Eloth,  and  re-  2 
ftored  it  to  Judah  j  after  the  late  king  had  flept  with  his  forefathers* 

Uziah  was  ftxteen  years  old,  when  he  became  king ;  and  reigned,  at  Jerufalem,  3 
fifty-two  years.  His  mothers  name  was  Jecholia,  of  Jerufalem. — He  did  what  4 
was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  his  father  |j  Amaziah  had 
done.  During  the  days  of  Zachariah  (who  had  inftru&ed  him  in  the  ||  fear  of  5 
God),  he  fought  the  |  Lord;  and  as  long  as  he  fought  the  Lord,  God  made 
him  profper. — He  went  forth,  and  made  war  on  the  Philiftines ;  and  broke  down  6 
the  walla  of  Gath,  ^nd  the  walls  of  Jabneh,  and  the  walls  of  AChdod ;  and  huilded 
other  cities  in  the  territory  of  Afhdod  and  of  the  Philiftines. — For  God  aided  him,  j 
both  againft  the  Philiftines,  and  againft  the  Arabs  who  inhabited  GrovBaal.  The  8 
H  Maonkea  alfo  brought  prefents  to  Uziah ;  and  his  fame  was  fpread  abroad,  as  far 
as  the  entrance  into  Egypt :  to  fuch  power  had  he  arifen. 

Uziah,  moreover,  builded  towers  at  Jerufalem,  over  the  corner-gate,  and  over  9 
the  vale-gate,  and  over  the  faiient  angles;  and  thus  fortified  them.  He  alfo  builded  10 
watch-towers  in  the  wildernefa,  and  digged  many  wells:  for  he  had  a  great  number 
of  cattle;  and,  in  the  vales  and  lower  grounds,  ground-tillers,;  and  vine-dreflers  on 
the  mountains  and  in  Carmel ;  for  he  was  fond  of  agriculture* 

Uziah  had  an  hoft  of  warriors,  who  went  out  to  war,  by  bands,  according  to  n 
the  mufter  made  by  Jeid  the  foibe,  and  Maariah  the  prefect ;  under  the  dire&on 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  28.  8  Tbe  TEXT  has  Judah:  but  all  the  v.  v.  (fare  chald.)  and  13  mss.  with  f.  p.  have  David.  See  c-  R. 
CH.  XXVI.  ver.  4. 0  David,  8YR.  a  raj, — V-  5.  |  The  text  has  vifaui  but  fear  is  the  genuine  read¬ 
ing!  and  that  of  many  mss.  as  well  as  of  sep.  cbald.  and  mi.  Sec  c.  r.  Ib.  U  The  text  has  God ,  bur 
I  am  perfuaded  that  Lord  was  the  original  reading;  and  it  is  that  of  SEP,  chald.  and  vulg.  See  c.  R. — 
V.  8.  8  VULG,  with  6  mss.  have  which  fame  modems  prefer.  I  think  the  other  the  mod  pro¬ 

bable  reading.  See  c.  a. . 
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u  of  Hananiah,  one  of  the  king's  captains.  Hie  whole  number  of  the  patriarchal 

13  chiefs,  men  of  great  valomywaa  two  thoufand  and  fix  hundred*  Under  thefe  was 
an  hoft  of  three  hundred  and  feven  thoufand  and  five  hundred  powerful  warriors, 

14  to  fupport  the  king  againll  the  enemy.  For  all  this  hoft  Uziah  procured  ft&lda, 

15  and  fpeara,  and  helmets,  and  breaft-plates,  and  bows,  and  ftone-fiings.  And,  at 
Jerufalem,  he  made  engines,  invented  by  fkilful  men,  to  be  placed  on  the  toners 
and  on  the  bulwarks;  to  ftioot  arrows  and  large  ftones, — -Thus  his  fame  was  widely 
fpread  abroad  :  by  fuch  fingular  aids  was  his  power  increafed. 

16  But,  when  he  became  thus  powerful,  his  mind  was  dated,  to his  own.  ruin:  for 
he  tranfgrefted  againll  the  Lord,  his  God;  and  went  into  the  temple  to  bum  in*- 

17  cenfe,  upon  the  incenfe-altar.  Azariah,  the  prieft,went  in  after  him,  accompanied^ 
38  by  eighty  brave  priefts  of  the  Lord;  and  they  refilled  king  Uziah,  and  laid  to  him: 

“  Not  to  thee,  Uziah!  belongeth  it  to  bum  incenfe  to  the  Lord;  but  to  the  priefts 
M  of  the  Lord,  the  progeny  of  Aaron,  who  have  been  hallowed  for  the  purpofe  of 
“  burning  incenfe :  go  out  of  the  kn&uary ;  for  thou  haft  already  tranfgrefled  ;  ,nor 

19  “  will  this  be  to  thine  honour,  in  the  figbt  of  the  Lord.”  Yet  Uziah,  ia  wrath, 
took  the  center  in  his  hand  to  burn  incenfe:  but  white  he  was  in  wrath  at  the 
priefts,  tbe  leprofy  broke  out  upon  hia  forehead,  in  the  prefence  of  the.  priefts,  in 

20  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  befide  the  incenfe-altar.  So  when  Azariah  the  chief-prieft, 
and  all  the  other  priefts,  looked  at  him,  and  faw  that  he-waa-leprous  in  his  fore¬ 
head,  they  thruft  him  out  thence :  nay,  he  himfelf  made  halle  to  go  out  J  becaufe 

ai  the  Lord  had  fmitten  him. — King  Uziah  remained  a  leper  unto  the  day  of  hk 
death,  and  dwelled,  as  a  leper,  in  a  feparate  apartment ;  excluded  from  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord  ;  while  his  fon  Jotham  was  over  the  king's  houfe,  and  adminiftered 
2z  juflice  to  the  people  of  the  land. — The  reft  of  the  ails  of  Uzkh,  firft  and  laft,  were 
23  written  by  Ifaiah  Ben-Amoz, — So  Uziah  llept  with  his  forefathers,  and  [with  hk 
forefathers]  was  buried  in  the  burying-ground  which  belonged  to  the  kings ; 
44  becaufe,”  laid  they,  “  he  is  a  leper:”  and  hk  fon  Jotham  reigned  in  his  Head,. 

§  1 8.  Hijhry  of  the  Reign  of  Jotham .  Comp,  a  Kings,  xv, 

1  JOTHAM  was  twenty-five  years  old,  when  he  became  king ;  and  reigned,  at 
Jerufalem,  fixteen  years.  Hk  mother's  name  was  Jerolha,the  daughter  of  Zadok. — 

2  He  did  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  according  to  all  that  his  father 
Uziah  had  done.  But  he  frequented  not  the  houfe  of  jhe  Lord,  and  the  people 

EmiSiTOR?  DOTH. 

Ch.  XX V3.  ver.  43.  In  the  burying -grnuui.  Not  in  the  He  was  probably  afraji,  from  what  had  happened  to  hi* 
royal  fepulchre*,  bat  in  a  fpot  of  ground  adjoining ;  in  father:  b«t  whether  hii  not  merely  frequenting  the  temple 
which,  probably,  royal  perfonages  only  were  interred.  The  ia  here  meant,  or  his  opt  daring  to  enter  the  iaafluary,  is 
words  in  brackets  I  fulpe&  to  be  an  interpolation.  They  not  eafily  determined :  although  I  think  the  context  rc« 
are  wanting  in  tbe  Vulgate  and  Syriac.  quires  us  to  take  it  in  the  former  Cenfe.  The  bad  example 

Ch.  xxvn.  ter.  z.  He frequented  net  tbe  houfe  of  the  Lou*  of  the  king  tended  to  deprave  the  people,  See  c.  a. 
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were  yet  depraved, — He  repaired  the  upper  gate  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  3 
greatly  raifed  the  wall  of  Ophal.  He  alfo  builded  cities  on  the  hills  of  Judah;  and,  4 
on  the  low  lands,  cattles  and  towers.-— He  fought  with  the  king  of  the  Ammonites,  5 
and  prevailed  agaiaft  them:  and  the  children  of  Ammon  gave  him,  that  fame  year, 
an  hundred  talents  of  fiiver,  ten  thoufand  cores  of  wheat,  and  ten  thoufand  of 
barley.  The  like  quantity  the  children  of  Ammon  paid  to  him,  both  the  fecond 
Mid  third  year.  So  Jotham  became  powerful,  becaufe  he  prepared  his  ways  before  6 
the  Lord, — The  reft  of  the  adh  of  Jotham,  and  all  his  wars  and  his  ways,  are  7 
written  in  the  records  t|f  the  kings  of  [lfrael  and]  Judah; — He  was  twenty-five  8 
years  old*  when  he  became  king  ;  and  reigned,  at  Jera&lem,  fixteen  years. — 
Jotham  flept  with  his  forefathers,  and  was  buried  in  the  dry  of  David:  and  his  fon  9 
Ahaz  reigned  in  his  ftead. 

§  Ip,  Hijkry  of  the  Reign  of  Abaz,  Comp.  2  Kings,  xvi* 

AHAZ  was  ||  twenty-five  |  years  old,  when  he  became  king;  and  reigned,  at  1 
Jerufalemj  fixteen  years;  but  did  not  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  *, 
like  bis  forefather  David.  He  walked  in  the  ways  of  the  kings  of  Jfrael ;  and  even  a 
made  molten  images,  for  Baals,  He  moreover  burned  incenfe  in  the  vale  of  Ben-  3 
Hifibn;  and  made  hoiOcaufts  of  his  own  J  fons,  according  to  the  abominable  prac¬ 
tices  of  thofe  peoples,  whom  the  Lord  had  expelled  from,  before  the  children  of  4 
IftaeL  He  alfo  facrificed  and  burned  incenfe  at  hill-chap ela,  both  on  eminences,  5 
and  under  every  branchy  tree. — Wherefore,  the  Lord,  his  God,  delivered  him 
into  the  hands  of  the  king  of  Syria  5  who  defeated  him,  and  carried  away  a  great 
number  of  his  people,  captives  to  Damafcus.— He  was  alfo  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  the  king  of  Ifrael ;  who  defeated  him,  with  great  flaughter. — For  Phekah  Ben-  6 
RemaUah  flew,  in  Judah,  an  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand,  in  one  day;  all  valiant 
meft:  beciufe  they  had  fbrfaken  the  Lord,  the  God  of  their  forefathers. — And  7 
Zichri,  a  valiant  man  of  Ephraim,  flew  Maafiah  the  king’s  fon,  and  Azrikam,  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  houfehold,  and  E&anah  the  king’s  vke-gerent. — And  the  children  of  8 
lfrael  carried  away,  of  their  own  brethren,  captives,  ||  two  hundred  thoufand  | 
women,  boys,  and  girls:  much  booty  they  alfo  took  away,  and  carried  to  Samaria. 

But  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  whofe  name  was  Obed,  being  there,  went  out  to  meet  9 
the  hoft  before  they  came  to  Samaria,  and  faid  to  them :  u  Lo  t  becaufe  the  Lord, 

“  the  God  of  your  forefathers,  was  wroth  with  the  Judahites,  he  delivered  them 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH*  XXV IIL  ver,  1. 1  So  rightly  srp.  stb.  arab.  and  1  Ms,  The  reil,  twenty.  See  e.  r.  IK  *  his  Gop, 
sm.  and  to  mm. — V.  3.  ^font  sep.  syb.  ska's,  -with  Ts  p.  See  c.  R.-— V*  8,  g  One  mi.  has  only  one  thou¬ 
fand  i  and,  I  confcfs,  this  U  a  much  more  probable  number :  but  all  the  v.  v«  have  200,000 ;  and  Tome 
copies  of  sep*  have  300,000,  and  one  806,000  ! 
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“  into  your  hands ;  and  ye  Have  flain  them  “with  a  rage,  that  rcaehcth  the  heavens i 
io  14  and  now  ye  mean  to  reduce  the  children  of  Judah  and  of  Jerufidcro  to  he  your 
M  man-fervanta-  and ,  maid-fervants  t  Are  there  then  no  fins  among  yotixfelves, 
n  41  againft  the  Lord^  your  God  ?  Liftea  to  me  therefore,  now ;  and  delivdrhaek 
44  the  captives  whom  ye  have  captived  from  among  your  own  brethren ;  oth.et’ftife 
i a  41  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  will  fell  upon  you,”— Then  the  following  chiefs  of  the 
children  of  Ephraim,  Azariah  Ben-Joanan,  Barachiah  Ben-Mefhelimoth,  Ezekiah 
Ben-Shalum,  and  Amafah  Bcn-Hadlai,  flood  up  in  oppo Helen  to  thofe  who  had  re- 
13  turned  from  the  war;  and  faid  to  them;  44  Ye  fhall  not  bring  hi  hither  thifccap- 
44  lives,  to  increafe  our  guilt  with  the  Lord.  Would  ye  add  to  our  fins  and  tranf- 
”  greffions  ?  for  great  already  are  our  tranfgreffions  j  and  fierce  is  the  wrath  f  of 
u  the  Lord  J  againft  Ifrael.”— On  this,  the  armed  men  left  the  captives  and  the 
15  booty  to  the  difpofid  of  the  chiefs  and  the  whole  aflembly  :  when  the  men  bifbft 
mentioned  by  name,  arofe  and  took  the  captives  ;  and,  out  of  the  booty,  clothed 
all  of  them  that  were  naked  with  raiment  and  with  fhofcs ;  and  gave  them  to  eat, 
and  to  drink,  and  anointed  them;  and,  having  mounted  the  feeble  of  them  upon 
afles,  they  brought  than  unto  Jericho  (the  city  of  palm-trees)  to  their  brethren  j 
and  returned  to  Samaria. 

If  At  that  time,  king  Ahaz  fent  to  requeft  aid  from  the  |  king  of  AfTyria.  For 
again  the  Edomites  had  come  and  fmitten  the  Judahitea,  and  carried  away  many 

18  captives.  The  Philiftines,  alfo,  had  invaded  the  cities  of  the  4ow  country,  *nfl of 
the  fouth  of  Judah ;  and  had  taken  Beth-fhemefh,  and  Ajaloo,  and  Gederoth,  and 
Shocho  with  its  dependant  villages,  and  Gimzo  with  its  dependant  villages:  and 

19  now  inhabited  them.  For  the  Lord  had  brought  Judah  low,  on  account  of  Ahaz 
king  of  U  Judah ;  who  had  made  Judah  defolate  and  defenceleft,  by  his  grievous 

so  tranfgreffions  againft  the  Lo  rd  . — 1|  Thiglath* Phalafar,  king  of  AfTyria,  came  indeed 
at  to  him  j  but  diftrefledf  rather  than  ftrengthened  hiim  For  although  Ahaz  took  a 
part  of  tbt  trutfitra  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  of  the  king's  houfe,  and  of  the 
houfea  of  the  chiefs,  and  gave  it  to  Thiglath-Phalafar,  king  of  AfTyria  ;  yet  he  bad 
do  aid  from  him. 

si  Even  in  the  time  of  this  diftrefs,  king  Ahaz  added  to  his  tranfgreffions  againft 
23  the  Lord.  He  facrificed  to  the  gods  of  Damafcus,  who  had  defeated  him  j  for 
thus  he  reafoned :  a  Since  the  gods  of  the  kings  of  Syria  affift  them,  to  thofe 
44  gods  will  I  faerifice,  that  they  may  affift  me — but  they  were  the  ruin  of  him, 

VARIOUS  HEADINGS. 
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and  of  all  Ifrael. — Ahaz,  now,  colle&ed  j*  all  the  utenfifs  of  the  houfe  of  God,  and  24 
broke  them  in  pieces ;  and  fbut  the  doors  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  and  made 
altars  of  his  own  in  every  corner  of  Jerufalerfl :  and,  in  every  city  of  Judah,  he  25 
made  hill-chapels,  to  bUrn  incenfe  at  them  to  alien  gods ;  and  thus  provoked  the 
indignation  of  the  LorId,  the  God  of  his  forefathers.-— The  reft  of  his  a and  all  26 
his  ways,  firft  and  laft,  ire  written  in  the  records  of  the  kings  of  Judah  [and  Ifrael]. 

- — Ahaz  dept  with  his  forefathers,  and  was  buried  m  the  city  of  Jerufalem  ;  but  he  27 
was  not  brought  into  the  fepulchres  of  the  kings  of  j|  Judah. — His  fon  Hezekiah 
reigned  in  his  Head, 

§  20.  Hifiory  of  the  Reign  of  Hezetiab.  Comp.  2  Kings,  xviiL 

HEZEKIAH  was  twenty-five  years  old,  when  he  became  king 5  and  reigned,  1 
at  Jerufalefn,  twenty-nine  years.  His  mother’s  name  was  Abia,  the  daughter  of 
Zachariah.— He  did  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  2 
his  forefather  David  had  done.— In  the  firft  month,  of  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  3 
he  opened  the  doors  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  repaired  them.  The  priefts  4 
and  the  Levi  tee  he,  then,  brought  together  into  the  eaftera  area  of  the  temple ;  and  5 
laid  to  them :  u  Liften  to  me,  ye  Levitea  !  Hallow  yourfelves  prefently,  and  hallow 
u  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  your  forefathers:  and  carry  away  the  filth 
u  ottt  of  the  fanftuary.  For  our  fathers  have  tranfgrefled,  and  done  evil  in  the  eyes  6 
“  of  the  Lord,out  God  5  have  forfaken  him,  and  have  turned  away  their  faces 
u  from  the  L ord’s- -dwelling-place ;  and  have  turned  their  backs  to  him.  They  7 

have  Amt  the  doors  of  the  porch ;  they  have  put  out  the  lamps ;  they  have 
*  burned  no  incenfe,  nor  ofiered  holocaufts,  in  the  holy  place,  to  the  Lord,  the 
u  God  of  Ifrael.  Hence  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  has  fallen  upon  Judah  and  Jeru*  8 
w  falem ;  and  he  hath  delivered  them  up  to  tribulation  ;  to  be  a  fubje&  of  aftonilh- 
u  meat,  and  of  hilling  ;  as,  with  your  own  eyes,  ye  fee :  for  Io !  for  this,  our  fa-  9 
u  there  have  fallen  by  the  fword,  and  our  fons  and  our  daughters,  and  jj  our  wives 
M  have  been  led  into  captivity.  It  is  now  my  intention  to  make  a  covenant  with  10 
w  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  that  the  fiercenefs  of  his  wrath  may  be  averted 
u  ham  «a.  Be  nor,  now,  remifs,  my  fons ;  for  you  the  Lord  hath  chofen  to  at-  n 
u  tend  him,  to  ferve  him,  to  minifter  to  him,  and  to  burn  incenfe.”— The  Levites,  is 
Mahath  Ben-Amafai  and  Joel  Ben-Azariah,  of  the  progeny  of  Koath ;  and,  of  the 
progeny  of  Merari,  Kilh  Ben-Abdi  and  Azariah  Ben-Jaldel ;  and,  of  the  Ger- 
Ihonites,  Joah  Ben-Zimah  and  Eden  Ben-Joah;  of  the  progeny  of  Elizaphan,  13 
Shimri  and  Jeiel ;  of  the  progeny  of  Afaph,  Zachariah  and  Mathaniah  5  of  the  pro-  14 
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geoy  of  Hemaa,  Jehiel  and  Shimei;  and,  of  the  progeny  of  Jeduthun,  Shemaiah 

15  and  Uriel;  then  arofe  and  afle  tabled  their  brethren,  and  hallowed  themfelves,  and 
went  (according  to  the  commandment  of  the  king,  with  refped  to  the  Lord’s  fer- 

16  vice)  to  cleanfe  the  houfe  of  the  Loan.  The  priefts  went  into  the  inner  pal %  of 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord  to  cleanfe  it,  and  brought  out  all  the  filth  which  they  found 
in  the  temple  of  the  Lord  into  the  court  of  the  Lord's  houfe ;  and  thence  the 

17  Levites  took  and  earned  it  forth  unto  the  brook  Kedron.  They  began  to  cleanfe 
on  the  firft  day  of  the  firft  month,  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  month  they 
reached  the  porch  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord;  and,  in  eight  days  more,  they  cleanfed 
the  whole  houfe  of  the  Lord;  fo  that  by  the  fixteenth  day  of  the  firft  month,  they 

i&  had  completed  the  work* — They  then  went  in  to  Hezekiah,  and  laid;  M  We  have 
“  cleanfed  the  whole  houfe  of  the  Lord;  with  the  facrifice-altar  and  all  its  utenfils, 
19  *  and  the  prefence-bread  table  and  all  the  utenfils  belonging  to  it :  all  the  utenfils, 
“  alfo,  which  king  Ahaz  Q  profaned  during  his  reign,  we  have  reftored  and  hal- 
u  lowed :  lo  \  they  are  now  before  the  altar  of  the  Lord.” 
so  Early,  next  morn,  Hezekiah  arofe  5  and,  having  aflcmbled  f  all  the  chief  men 
31  of  the  city,  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  Then  were  brought  feven  bulls,  feven 
rams  and  feven  lambs ;  with  feven  male  goats  as  a  fin-offering  for  the  kingdom, 
for  the  fenftuary  and  for  Judah :  oil  tbefe  the  priefts,  of  the  progeny  of  Aaron,  were 
o.i  commanded  to  offer  upon  the  altar  of  the  Lord* — When  the  bulls  were  flaugh- 
tered,  the  priefts  received  the  blood,  and  fprinkled  it  upon  the  altar;  when  the  rams 
were  flaughtered,  they  fprinkled  the  Wood  upon  the  altar ;  and  when  the  lambs 
33  were  flaughtered;  they  fprinkled  the  Wood  upon  the  altar*  They  then  brought  the 
male  goats,  the  fm- offering,  before  the  king  and  the  affembly,  who  laid  their  hands 
04.  upon  them  ;  and  then  the  priefts  flaughtered  them,  and  made  an  atonement  with 
their  blood,  upon  the  altar ;  an  atonement  for  all  Ifrael :  for  the  king  had  com¬ 
manded,  that  both  the  holocauft  and  the  fin-offering  fhould  be  made  for  all  Ifrael, 
a 5  The  Levites  were  pofted  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  with  cymbals,  and  lutes,  and 
harps,  according  to  the  injunctions  of  David  and  of  Gad  that  king’s  feer,  and  of 
the  prophet  Nathan :  for  fuch  was  the  command  of  the  Lord,  by  his  prophets. 
a6  The  Levites  attended  with  the  mufcal  inftruments  of  David  5  and  the  priefts  with 

27  the  trumpets, — Hezekiah  then  ordered  the  holocauft  to  be  offered  upon  the  altar ; 
and  when  the  holocauft  began  to  be  offered,  the  fong,  in  houour  of  the  Lord,  alfo 
commenced,  with  trumpets,  and  other  mufcal  inftruments,  devifed  by  David,  king 

28  of  Ifrael :  while  all  the  affembly  worfhipped.  The  fingers  fang,  and  the  trumpets 

29  founded,  during  the  whole  time  of  offering  the  holocauft.  And  when  the  offering 
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was  completely  over,  the  king  and  all  who  were  prefent,  bowed  their  heads  and 
worfhipped.  The  king  and  the  chiefs  now  defired  the  Levites  to  ling  praifrs  to  30 
the  Lord,  in  the  words  of  David,  and  of  the  feer  Afaph :  and  they  fang  praifes 
moft  joyfully  5  and  again  bowed  their  heads,  and  worfhipped 

H e 2 E Ki  a  h  then  faid  1  “  Ye,  priefis^  have  now  initiated  yourfelves,  to  the  Lord  :  31 
“  approach,  then,  O  Ifr&litesl  and  bring  to  the  Lord  facrificea  of  thankfgiving.” 

So  the  aflembly  brought  facrificea  of  thankfgiving  to  the  Lord  ;  and  all  thofe  who 
had  willing  hearts,  brought  holocaufts.  The  number  of  holocaufts,  which  the  af-  32 
ferably  brought,  was  feventy  bulls,  an  hundred  rams,  and  two  hundred  Iambs :  and  33 
the  hallowed  thankfgiving facrificts  were  fix  hundred  hidls  and  three  thoufand  Iheep : 
and  as  the  priefts  were  too  few  to  daughter  all  the  holocaufts,  their  brethren,  the  34 
Levites,  affifted  them  until  the  work  was  done,  and  more  priefts  fhould  be  hallowed : 
for  the  Levites  had  hallowed  themfelves  with  a  more  upright  heart,  than  the  priefts. 
Betides,  the  great  number  of  holocaufts,  together  with  the  fat  of  rise  euchariftic  fa-  35 
entices,  and  libations  for  the  holocaufts,  required  their  affiftancc. — Thus  was  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  fet  to  order.  And  Hezekiah  and  the  whole  people  36 
rejoiced,  that  God  had  Fo  diipofed  the  people :  for  the  thing  bad  fuddcnly  been 
done. 

Hezekiah  then  fent  a  mefTage  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ifrael  and  Judah 5  and  1 
invited,  by  letters,  the  Ephraimites  and  Manaffites  to  come  to  the  houfo  of  the 
Lord,  at  Jerufalem,  to  keep  the  Phafah  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael.  For  the  2 
king,  and  his  chiefs,  and  all  the  aflembly  at  Jerufalem,  had,  in  council,  refolved  to 
keep  the  Phafah,  in  the  fecond  month:  for,  at  the  proper  rime,  they  could  not  3 
have  kept  it,  becaufe  the  priefts  had  not  fufficiently  hallowed  themfelves ;  nor  had 
the  people  all  aflembled  at  Jerufalem.  But  now,  the  thing  pleating  the  king  and  4 
the  whole  aflembly,  it  was  determined  to  make  a  proclamation,  throughout  all  If.  5 
raet, from  Beer-fheba  to  Dan;  that  they  fhould  come  to  keep,  at  Jerufalem,  the 
Phafah  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael:  which  had  not,  for  a  long  rime,  been 
done,  as  by  law  prefcribed.  Runners,  therefore,  were  fent  through  all  Ifrael  and  6 
Judah,  with  letters  from  the  king  and  the  chiefs,  and  with  the  king’s  orders  to  fay: 

%*  Children  of  Ifrael!  return  to  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Ifrael; 

44  that  he  may  return  to  the  remnant  of  you,  who  have  efcaped  the  hands  of  the 
“  kings  of  Aflyria :  and  be  not  like  your  fathers  and  your  brethren  j  who  tranf-  7 
%  M  grefled  againft  the  Lord,  the  God  of  their  forefathers ;  who,  therefore,  gave 
44  them  np  to  deftrultion,  as  yourfelves  fee :  be  not  ye,  then,  flifF-necked  like  your  8 
u  forefathers ;  fubmit  yourfelves  to  the  Lord,  and  come  to  his  fanSuary,  which, 
u  for  your  fakes,  he  hath  hallowed  for  ever ;  and  ferve  the  Lord,  your  own  God, 

“  that  the  tiercenefs  of  his  wrath  may  be  averted  from  you.  For  if  ye  return  to  9 
14  the  Lord,  he  will  make  your  brethren  and  your  children  find  companion  among 
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*  thofe  who  led  them  captives ;  and  they  {hall  coroe  again  into  this  land ;  for  gra- 
*•  clous  and  benevolent  is  the  Loro*  your  God  ;  and  will  trot  tuen  away  his  face 
to  ”  from  you,  if  ye  return  to  him/* — The  runners  paffed  on,  from  cky  to  city, 
through  the  land  of  Ephraim  and  of  Manafieh,  as  far  as  Zebulon :  bat  they  were 
ii  laughed  at,  and  turned  into  ridicule.— Yet  fome  men  of  A£her,  Manafieh,  and  Ze- 
it  bulon  humbled  themfelves  and  came  to  Jerufalem.  As  for  the  Judahites,  the  hand 
of  God  had  gbren  them  one  heart  to  obey  the  commands  of  the  king  and  chiefs, 
13  in  the  affair  of  the  Lord*  So,  at  Jerufalem,  afiembled  a  numerous  and  very  great 
afTemhlage  of  people,  to  keep,  in  the  fccond  month,  the  feftivaiof  unleavened  bread* 
74  They,  firft,  went  and  tookmway  the  n*/-akars  that  were  in  Jerulalem ;  and  all  the 
1 5  incenfe-altars  they  took  away,  and  threw  them  into  the  brook  Kedron.  Then  they 
killed  the  Phafah 4amb%  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  fecond  month.  The  priefU 
and  Levites  were  now  alhamed,  and  hallowed  themfelves,  and  brought  the  bolo- 
76  caufb  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  5  and  attended  in  their  refpe&ive  places,  accord* 
ing  to  the  rite  preferibed  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  the  man  of  God.  The  priefts 

17  fprinkled  the  blood,  which  they  received  from  the  Levites :  for  as  there  were  many 
in  the  afiembly  not  hallowed,  the  Levites  had  the  charge  of  killing  the  Phafah-/<n?^, 

18  for  all  thofe  who  were  not  dean,  fo  as  to  be  hallowed  to  the  Lord.  For  many  of 
the  people  of  Ephraim,  Manafieh,  Iflachar,  and  Zebulon  had  not  cleanfed  them- 
felves :  yet  they  ate  the  Phafah  ;  contrary  to  what  is  preferibed.  For  thofe  Heze- 

19  kiah  prayed,  faying  :  u  May  the  good  Lord  pardon  eyery  one,  who  has  prepared 
4<  his  heart  to  feek  the  God  of  his  forefathers ;  although  not  cleanfed  according  to 

20  **  the  purification  of  the  fanduary/’— *The  Lord  liftened  to  Hezekiah,  and  was 
propitious  to  the  people. 

ai  So  the  children  of  Krael,  who  were  prefent  at  Jerufalem,  kept  the  feftiv&l  of  un¬ 
leavened  bread  feven  days,  with  great  joy:  and  the  Levites  and  priefts,  day  by  day, 

21  p  railed  the  Lord,  with  inftruments  of  (acred  mufic.  For  Hezekiah  perfnsded  all 
the  Levites,  who  were  beft  (killed  in  facred  matters,  to  |  complete  the  fefUval  for 
feven  days ;  offering  euchariftic  facrifices,  and  giving  tbankfgivings  to  the  Lord, 

23  the  God  of  their  forefathers. — The  whole  alfcmbly,  then,  refolved  to  keep  other 

24  feven  days;  and  feven  days  they  kept,  with  joyfulnefs.  For  Hezekiah,  king, of 
Judah,  had  given  to  the  afiembly  a  thoufand  bullocks  and  feven  thoufand  fheep ; 
and  the  chiefs  had  given  to  the  affembly,  a  thoufand  ^bullocks  and  ten  thoufand 

25  fheep ;  and  a  great  number  of  priefls  had  hallowed  thdmfelves.— Thus,  the  whole 
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aflcmbly  of  Judah,  with  the  priefts  and  Levites;  and  the  whole  afifembly  that  had 
come  from  Ifrael ;  and  the  ftrangers,  alfo,  who  came  from  the  land  of  Ifrael,  or 
dwelled  in  the  land  of  Judah,  rejoiced  together;  and  great  was  the  joy  in  Jeru-  a6 
falem :  for  fince  the  days  of  Solomon  Ben-David,  king  of  Iiirael,  there  had  not  been 
the  like,  in  Jerufalem.— 1 Then,  the  priefts  f  and  the  Levites  arofe  and  blefled  the  *7 
people :  and  their  voice  was  heard  by  the  Lord ,  and  their  prayer  afcended  to  his 
holy  habitation,  in  the  heavens. 

When  all  this  was  ovfer,  all  the  Iftaelites,  who  were  prefent,  went  out  into  the  1 
cities  of  Judah,  and  broke  in  pieces  the  ftatues,  cut  down  the  wW-groves,  and  de- 
molifhed  the  hill-chapels  and  altars,  in  all  Judah,  Benjamin,  Ephraim  and  Manaf- 
feh ;  until  they  had  utterly  deftroyed  them. — Then  all  the  children  of  Ifrael  re¬ 
turned  unto  their  own  cities;  every  man  to  his  own  poffeffion. 

Hezekiah  now  re-appointed  the  courfes  of  the  priefts  and  Levites,  according  * 
to  their  claffea ;  each  man  according  to  his  refpe&ive  facerdotal  or  Levitical  function : 
whether  for  the  offering  o/'holocaufts  and  eucharifric  Sacrifices,  or  for  the  minUfry  of 
tharikfgmog  and  praife,  at  the  gates  of  the  camp  of  the  Lord*  He  alfo  appointed  3 
a  portion  of  his  own  royal  property,  for  the  morning  and  evening  holocaufts ; 
and  for  the  holocauftsof  the  fabbaths,  new-moons  and  dated  feftivals;  as  prelcribed 
in  the  law  of  the  Lord*  He,  moreover,  commanded  the  people  who  dwelled  in  4 
Jerafalem,  to  give  the  portion  due  to  the  priefts  and  Levites,  that  they  might  be 
wholly  occupied  in  the  law  of  the  Lord*  On  the  promulgation  of  this  order,  the  $ 
children  of  Ifrael  brought,  in  abundance,  the  firft-fruits  of  com,  wine,  oil  and 
honey  ,  and  of  every  product  of  the  field :  the  tithes,  alfo,  of  all  things  they  brought, 
in  abundance.  In  like  manner  the  children  of  Ifrael  and  Judah,  who  dwelled  in  6 
the  dries  of  Judah*  brought,  moreover,  the  tithes  of  their  herds  and  their  flocks. 

The  things,  thus  hallowed  to  the  Lord,  their  God,  they  brought,  and  depofed  in 
heap**  by  heaps.  The  heaps  they  began  to  lay,  in  the  third  month ;  and,  in  the  7 
feventh  month,  were  they  completed. — When  Hezekiah  and  the  chiefs  came  and  8 
law  the  heaps,  they  blefled  the  Lord,  and  his  people  the  Ifraelites:  and  when  9 
Hezekiah  queftioned  the  priefts  and  the  Levites  concerning  thofe  heaps,  Azariah,  10 
the ehief-pritft,  of  the  houfe  of  Zadok,  anfwered  him  and  laid:  14  Since  oblations 
w  began  to  be  offered  for  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  we  have  had  not  only  enough  to 
4t  eat  frificientiy,  but  a  plenteous  remainder :  and  that  remainder  is  this  great  ftore.” 
Then  Hezekiah  ordered  chambers  to  be  prepared  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  and,  11 
thefe  being  prepared,  the  oblations,  and  tithes  and  hallowed  things  were  faithfully  1a 

VARIOUS  READING. 

V.  37.  f  sep.  svr.  Arab.  volg.  with  8  mss.  See  C.  R* 

IXfliViTOII  NOTE, 

CK  xxii.  Tttva.  "The  camp  of  ibt  Lows;  i.  c,  the  whole  fp«ce  within  the  outer  wall  that  farrotuukd  the  temple. 
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brought  iu  ;  and  put  undo-  the  chief  care  of  the  Levite  Qwmanuh  j  and  his  brother 
1 3  Shiraei  as  his  fecond :  and  Jehiel,  |)  Azaziah,  Nahath,  A  fad,  Jerknotb,  Jojabad,  Eliel, 
I&machialr,  Mahath,  and  Benalah  were  overfeers,  under  the  dire&ioa  Chona^ 
ni&h  and  his  brother  Shimei ;  according  to  the  commandment  of  He&lda&ibe 
u  king,  and  of  Azariah,  the  rulers  of  the  houfe  of  God. — The  Levire,  Korah  ftwy 
Imnah,  door-keeper  at  the:  eaft  gate,  had  the  charge  of  diftributing  the  five-will 
offerings  and  other  oblations  made  to  God  :  whatfoever  had  been  hallowed. to  the 

15  Lord  :  and,  under  him,  were  Eden,  and  ||  Minjamin,  and  Jofhuah,  and  Shemakh, 
and  Amariah,  apd  Shechaniah ;  of  whom  the  office  was  to  diff ribute,  ijivthevciries 
of  the  priefts,  portions  to  their  brethren,  according  to  their  claffe»y  whether  great  or 

16  final!:  without  reckoning  what  was  given  to  fuch  of  their  male  children  (from 
three  years,  upward)  as  came  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  for  their  daily  ferrice 

1;  and  attendance,  according  to  their  courfes. — Now  the  priefts  and  Lcvites  were 
reckoned  according  to  their  paternal  houfes,  from  the  age  of  twenty  years,  upward; 

18  according  to  their  functions  in  their  courfes ;  their  families,  their  wives,  their  fans 
and  their-daughters  being  alfo  taken  into  the  reckoning  ;  all  of  them,  whaihould 

19  faithfully  hallow  themfelves. — To  all  the  males  of  the  priefts  of  the  progeny  of 
Aaron,  who  lived  in  the  fuburblal  fields  of  their  refpe&ive  dries,  the  men,  above 
mentioned  by  name,  gave  alfo  portions ;  and  to  all  fuch  Levites  as  were  reckoned 

20  among  them.— Thus  did  Hezekiah,  throughout  all  Judahs  a&ing  with  goodneft, 
a  1  uprightnefe,  and  fincerity,  before  the  Lord,  his  God.  Whatever  work,  he  once 

undertook,  whether,  in  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  of  God,  or  in  the  enforcement  of 
the  law  and  the  commandments,  he  performed,  for  the  fake  of  the  Lord,  with  his 
whole  heart:  and,  hence,  he  prolpered. 

1  After  the  faithful  accomplifhment  of  thefe  things,  Senaberib,  king  of  Affyria, 
came  and  entered  into  Judah ;  and  encamping  by  the  fortified  cities,  hoped  to  win 
a  them  for  himfelf.  But  when  Hezekiah  law,  that  Senaherib  was  come  vrith&pur- 

3  pofe  to  fight  againft  Jemfalem,  he  deliberated  with  his  chiefs  and  valiant  men,  about 
Hopping  up  the  water- fources,  that  were  without  the  city.  Thefe  approving  of  his 

4  propofal,  a  numerous  people  were  colled ed,  who  flopped  up  all  the  fources,  and 
the  brook  that  ran  through  the  midft  of  that  trad;  *  For  why  (laid  they)  fbould 

various  readings. 

CH.  XXXL  vcr.  13-  Q  al.  Jzariak,  and  al.  Oziab ,  Sec  c.  a.— V.  15.  B  So  the  text,  with  chald.  but  rep, 
str.  arab.  vulg.  and  3  mss.  have  Benjamin,  which  may  be  the  true  reading.  The  matter  is  of  no 

importance. 


E  *  P  L  A  V  ATO  H  V  ROTES. 


V.  16.  This  Terfe  bat  given  much  trouble  to  tranflalore: 
who  feem,to  me,  not  to  have  underftood  the  original.  The 
meaning,  X  think,  is :  that  fuch  Levites,  under  twenty,  as 
came  to  do  any  office,  with  their  fathers,  about  the  temple, 
were  entitled  to  a  daily  portion  independent  of  that  given 
to  tlieir  fathers.  They  arc  reckoned  from  three:  becaufe 


that,  among  the  Jews,  was  the  period  of  weaning.  See 
c.  B. 

V.  iff.  Ali tj them  <tu6oJhottU faithfully,  Sec.  L  c.  who  w e/e 
dean :  for  if  they  wefe  cot,  they  could  *»t  by  the  law  of 
Molts  partake  of  hdf  things.  Comp.  Nona.  18.  ir,  >3. 
and  fee  C.  a. 
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Dtftat  of  tbt 


“  tbe  9  king  of  Affyria  find  plenty  of  water,  on  his  coming  ?” — f  Hezehiah,  then,  $ 
took  courage,  and  repaired  the  walls  that  were  broken,  and  ere&ed  towers  above, 
and  another  outer  wall*  He  alfo  ftrengthened  Milo,  in  the  city  of  David :  and 
made  a  great  number  of  darts  and  ftuelds.  He  appointed  war-chiefs  over  the  6 
people ;  to  whom,  beihg  afiembled  about  him  in  the  wide  fpace  at  the  city  gate, 
he  perfuafively  fpoke,  paying :  “  Be  firm  and  rcfolute :  fear  not,  nor  be  difmayed  7 
“  becaufe  of  the  king  ctf  Affyria,  or  becaufe  of  the  multitude  that  is  with  him :  for 
“  with  us  is  a  greater  auxiliary,  than  with  him.  With  him,  is  the  arm  of  fiefli ;  8 

-  but  with  11s  is  the  LtpRD,  our  God  ;  to  aflift  us,  and  to  fight  our  batdes.”  The 
people  relied  on  the  w$rd$  of  Hezekiab,  king  of  Judah. 

It  was  after  this,  that  Senaherib,  king  of  Syria  (who  was  then,  with  all  his  hoft,  9 
before  Lachiih}  lent  his  fervants  unto  Jerufalem  to  king  Hezekiab,  king  of  Judah, 
and  to  all  the  Judahites  at  Jerusalem,  faying :  “  Thus  faith  Senaherib,  king  of  Af-  10 
“  fyria :  ‘  On  whom  do  ye  rely  ?  that  ye  would  fuftain  a  liege  in  Jerufalem  ?  Is  it  ix 
“  not  Hezekiab,  who  would  perfuade  you  to  give  yourfelves  up,  to  die  by  famine 
“  and  by  thirft,  laying  :  1  The  Loud,  our  God,  will  deliver  us  from  the  bands  of 
“  the  king  of  Affyria  V  that  fame  Hezekiab,  who  hath  removed  his  hill-chapels  and  ia 
u  his  altars;  and  given  a  charge  to  the  Judahites,  laying:  ‘  On  one  altar,  onfy,  mull 
“  ye  worlhip,  and  on  it  only  burn  incenfe  ?’ — Know  ye  not  what  I  and  my  fore-  13 
“  fathers  have  done  to  fo  many  other  nations  ?  Which  of  all  the  gods  of  thofe  14 
“  nations,  which  my  forefathers  utterly  deftroyed,  was  able  to  deliver  his  own 
H people,  out  o£-mine  hands?  that  your  God  ihould  be  able  to  deliver  you  from 
u  mine  hands  ?  Let  not,  then,  Hezekiab  deceive  you,  nor  perfuade  you  in  this:  15 
“  believe  him  not ;  for  fmee  no  god,  of  any  nation  or  kingdom,  hath  been  able  to 
“  deliver  his  own  people  out  of  the  hands  of  me  or  of  my  forefathers,  how  fhall 
“  your  God  deliver  you  from  mine  hands  V*  Such  were  the  words  fpoken  againft  16 
the; Loiu>,  and  againft  his  fervant  Hezekiah,  by  the  fervants  of  Senaherib:  who,  17 
alfo,  wrote  an  epiftle,  reviling  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Brad,  and  fpeaking  againft 
him  thus :  “  As  the  gods  of  other  nations  have  not  delivered  their  peoples  from 
“  mine  hands,  fo  lhall  not  the  God  of  Hezekiah  deliver  his  people  from  mine 
M  hands.” — Stnabcrib's  fervants^  then,  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  in  the  JewUh  lan-  18 
guage,  to  the  people  of  Jerufalem,  who  were  on  the  wall,  for  the  purpofe  of  terri¬ 
fying  and  difmaying  them;  that  the  city  might  be  taken.— Thus  fpoke  they  againft  19 
the  God  of  Jerufalem ;  as  againft  the  gods  of  other  peoples :  gods  made  by  the 
hand  of  man ! 

Ok  this,  Hezekiah  the  king,  and  the  prophet  Haiah  Ben-Amoz,  prayed,  and  cried  aa 
toward  the  heavens.  And  the  Lord  lent  an  angel,  who  dellroyed  all  the  mo  ft  21 


VAMOCI  READING. 

CH.  XXXfl.  ver.  4.  B  The  text  has  kings,  with  chald.  and  vulg. 

Gngular.  See  c.  a. 

& 


But  sep*  tvs.  ARAB,  read  in  the 


valiant 
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valiant  men,  and  the  leaders  and  captains,  who  vM  hr  tfc*  cstdp  pf  the-  Hog  of 
A  Syria :  fo  he  returned,  with  frame  of  face,  unto  his  own  cotffct^i>s«dwhen  he 
had  gone  into  the  houfc  of  his  god,  the  offspring  of  his  own  loins  fig*  Idm^there, 

22  with  the  fword. — Thus  die  Lord  fared  Hezekiah,  and  the  inhabitant*  J§*» 
falem,  from  the  hands  of  Senaherib,  king  of  Affyria ;  and  from  all  other  haiiilr^ 

*3  and  prote&ed  them  on  every  fide.— Many,  even,  f  the  neighbouring  nations  y  brought 
prefenta  to  the  Lord,  unto  Jerufalem ;  and  prefents  to  Hezekiah,  ling  of  Judah: 
fo  great  was  he,  thenceforth,  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  nations* 

24  In  thofe  days,  Hezekiah  was  fick  unto  death,  and  pray  odto  the  hon^  who 

25  anfwered  him,  and  gave  him  a  token  rf  recovery.  Yet  Hezekiah  was  not  grateful 
for  the  benefit  conferred  on  him;  but  was  felf-elated:  therefore  was  the  wrath  of 

26  the.  Lord  incenfed  againft  him,  and  againfi  Judah  and  Jerufakni.  Neverthelefe, 

as  Hezekiah  humbled  himfelf,  for  his  pride  of  heart ;  and,  with  him,  the  . 

tants  of  Jetafefem ;  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  fell  not  upon  them,  during  the  days  of 
Hezekiah, 

2)  Hezekiah  had  abundance  of  riches  and  glory.  He  made  treafuriesfordris  fifotr, 
gold,  precious  Hones  and  fpices ;  for  his  ihields  and  all  forts  of  curious  weapons  j 

28  ftore-houfcs  for  grain,  wine  and  oil ;  ftalls  for  every  kind  of  cattle,  and  pin-folds 

29  for  flocks  i  for,  as  the  Lord  had  given  him  great  riches,  he  acquired  for  himfelf 

cities,  and  poffeffiona  of  flocks  and  herds  in  great  abundance.  _ _ 

30  This  feme  Hezekiah  Hopped  the  upper  water-ftream  of  the  Gihon,  and  brought 

31  it  flraight  to  the  city  of  David :  for,  in  all  his  undertakings,  he  fucceeded,— Only 
with  refpedfc  to  the  ambaffadora,  the  chi  eft  f'of  the  king|  of  Babylon,  who  were 
fent  to  enquire  about  the  miracle,  that  had  been,  wrought  in  the  land,  God  forfook 
him,  for  the  purpofc  of  trying  him,  and  knowing  all  that  was  in  his  mind. 

32  The  reH  of  the  ads  of  Hezekiah,  and  bis  probity,  are  written  in  the  vifiem  of 
the  prophet  Ifaiah  Ben-Amoz,  and  in  the  records  of  the  kings  of  Judah  ancHfpael. 

33  — Hezekiah  dept  with  his  forefathers ;  and  was  buried  in  the  raoft  difiinguifeed  of 
the  fepulchrea  of  the  progeny  of  David :  and  aU  Judah,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Je~ 
mfalem,  honoured  his  funerals. — His  fon  ManaSeh  reigned  in  his  Head. 

§  2i.  Esjkry  of  the  Reigns  of  Manajfeh  and  of  Amaru  Comp.  2  Kings,  xxi. 

1  MANASSEH  was  twelve  years  old,  when  he  became  king;  and  reigned,  at 

2  Jerufalem,  fifty-five  years. — He  did  evil,  in  the  eyes  of  tfie  Lord,  according  to  all 

VARIOUS  READING. 

V.  31.  f  chaud.  with  14  mis.  See  c.  r- 

BSFIAKATORV  NOTES. 

Ch.  xxxH.  ver.  29.  Cities*  I  greatly  fufpc&  that  a  letter  V,  31.  This  rckta  ito  the  embafly  fen t  by  Berodach 

lint  been  dropped  out  of  the  original  word  j  and  that  inflead  Baladau ;  after  Hexetiah’s  nuracuious  recovery.  See 

of  cities  we  ftiould  read  drvccj  or  trvcfj  of  cattle,  Ac.  See  2  K.  12—19. 

C.  k- 
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the  abominable  practices  of  the  nations,  whom  the  Loud  had  expelled,  from  before 
the  children  ;<sf  Ifrael.  He  rebuildcd  the  hill-chapels,  which  hU  father  Hezekiah  3 
had  demolished ;  and  gre&ed  altars  to  Baals;  and  made  fc/c/rgroves;  and  adored 
and  worfhipped  the  whole  hoft  of  the  heavens.  He  even  builded  wW-altars  in  the  4 
houfe  of  the  Loud  ;  concerning  which,  the  Loud  had  (aid :  w  In  Jerufalem  fhall 
u  my  name  be,  for  ever,  invoked”  in  both  courts  of  the  houfe  of  the  Loan,  he  5 
builded  altars  for  the  whole  hoft  of  the  heavens.  Hia  own  |[  fons  he  offered  as  6 
holocaufts  in  the  vale  of  Ben-Hinon :  he  pra&ifed  divination  and  augury ;  he  en- 
.  couraged  necromancers*  and  prognofficators :  he  did  every  fort  of  evil  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Loud,  to  provo|ce  hfe  indignation.  A  carved  <pra#-idol,  made  by  himfelf,  7 
he  placed  in  the  houfe  of  God;  of  which  houfe,  to  David  and  his  fon  Solomon 
God  had  laid :  u  In  ttiis  houfe,  and  in  Jerufalem,  which  I  have  feie&ed  out  of  all 
**  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  wfill  I,  for  ever,  place  my  name :  nor  will  I  any  more  remove  8 
u  the  Ifraelites  out  of,  the  land  which  I  gave  to  |  their  forefathers :  provided, 

**  always,  that  they  obferve  to  do  all  that  I  have  commanded  them,  according  to 
“  the  whole  law*  the  ftatutes  and  the  decrees  given  t#  them  through  the  mediation 
«  of  Mofefi.w 

B<jt  Manafleh  feduced  Judah  and  Jerufalem,  to  do  more  evil,  than  thofe  nations,  9 
whom  thn  Lord  had  deftroyed .  from  before  the  children  of  Ifrael :  and  although  to 
the  Lord  warned  Manaffeh  and  Ids  people,  they  would  not  liften :  wherefore,  the  1 1 
Loud  brought  upon  them  the  captains  of  the  hoft  of  the  king  of  Aflyria;  who 
took  Manaffeh  ()  alive,  and  bound  him  in  fetters,  and  carried  him  to  Babylon. — 

But  when,  in  Ids  diftrefr,  he  befought  the  Lord,  his  God,  and  very  much  humbled  12 
HttSK  before  the  God  of  his  forefathers,  and  prayed  to  hitn^  he  heard  his  fuppli-  13 
cation,  and  brought  him  back  to  jerufalem,  uuto  his  own  kingdom. — Manaffeh, 
now,  acknowledged,  that  the  Lord  was  the  only  God. 

Aim  this*  he  budded  the  outer  wall  of  the  city  of  David,  on  the  weft  fide  of  14 
Gilson,  in  the  vak;  unto  the  entrance  of  the  fifh-gatc ;  and  thence  carried  it  round 
to  O^hri^and  raifed  it  ta  a  great  height.  He  placed  captains  of  the  hoft  in  all  the 
fortified  cities  of  Judah.  He  removed  the  Change  gods,  and  . the  grove-idols  from  13 
die  houfe  of  the  Loud,  and  from  Jerufalem ;  and  threw  them  out  of  the  city.  He  16 
repaired  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  and  on  it  offered  euchariftic  thanUgivmg  facrifices; 
and  commanded  the  Judahites  to  fervp  the  Lord,  the  Gop  of  Ifrael. — Yet  ffcili  17 
che  people  Sacrificed  at  hill-chapels ;  but  to  the  LORD,  their  own  God,  only. 

Ths  reft  of  the  afts  of  Manaffeh,  his  prayer  to  the  Lord,  and  the  words  of  the  18 

VARIOUI  K&AD1NCI, 

CH.  XXXUL  ver.  6.  |  So  the  text,  vHh  or.  U/lc.  and  chau>.  Bat  «?&>  Arab.  and  1  ms.  with  p.  p. 
%  bate 8.  |  So  All  dve  v.  v.  cren  chald.  with  4  uu.  and  P.  ?.  The  preterit  text  haa 

powe.  vSeec.  *-— y .  i:i*  1 1  have  preferred,  without  hefitation,  the  reading  of  syr.  and  ar  ab,  The  text, 
Ur>  and  chald.  have  vntb  The  word  fo  wanting  m  tdlg.  See  c.  a, 

feers. 


Short  ReifmefJmM.  fl  CHRONICLES,  XXXIV.  jftfal  fuueedeth  im. 

feers,  who  admonifhed  him,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  are  found 

39  in  the  records  of  the  kings  of  j|  Judah,  His  prayer,  and  its  acceptation;  as  well 
as  all  his  fins  and  tranfgreflions,  the  places  where  he  builded  hill-chapels,  and 
ere&ed  carved  grove-idols,  before  he  was  humbled  ;  are  written  in  the  records  of 
the  ||  feers. 

20  Manasseh  Uept  with  his  forefathers,  and  was  buried  in  the  garden  of  his  own 

21  houfe  *.  and  his  fon  Amon  reigned  in  his  ftead. — Amon  was  twenty- two  years  old, 

22  when  he  became  king ;  and  reigned,  at  Jerofalena,  two  years. — He  did  evil  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord,  as  his  father  ManafTeh  had  done :  for  Amon  facrificed  to  all  the 

23  carved  idols,  which  his  father  had  made,  and  them  he  worfhipped.  Nor  did  he 
humble  himfeif,  before  the  Lord,  as  his  father  ManafTeh  had  humbled  himfelf; 

24  but  tranfgrefled,  more  and  more* — His  own  fervants  confpired  ag aloft  him,  and 

25  flew  him  in  his  own  houfe.  But  the  people  of  the  land  flew  all  thofe,  who  had 
confpired  sgainft  king  Amon :  and  made  his  fon  Joflah  king,  in  his  ftead* 

$  22,  Hiftory  tf  the  Reign  of  JoJiab .  Comp,  a  Kings,  xxiL 

1  JOSI AH  was  right  years  old, when  he  became  king;  and  reigned,  at  Jemfalem, 

2  thirty-one  years. — He  did  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  walked  in 
the  ways  of  his  forefather  David ;  declining  neither  to  the  right  hand,  nor  to  the 

3  left. — For  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  while  he  was  yet  young,  he  began  to 
feek  after  the  God  of  his  forefather  David :  and,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  reign,  he 
began  to  purge  Judah  and  Jerufalem  of  the  hill- chapels,  the  groves,  and  the  carved 

4  and  molten  idols.  In  his  prefence,  the  altars  of  the  Baals,  and  the  folar-ftatues  that 
were  high  above  them,  were  demolifhed.  The  groves  he  cut  down,  and  the  carved 
and  molten  idols  he  broke  in  pieces,  ftamped  to  duft,  and  ftrowed  upon  the  graves 

5  of  thofe  who  had  facrificed  to  them.  The  bones  of  the  ;dk/-priefts  he  burned  upon 

6  their  own  altars  ;  and  thus  cleanfed  Judah  and  Jerufalem*  And  in  all  the  |j  defe¬ 
ated  rides  around,  of  ManafTeh,  and  Ephraim,  and  Simeon,  and  even  of  Naphthali, 

7  he  demolifhed  the  altars  and  groves,  ftamped  to  duft  the  carved  idols,  and  cut  in 
pieces  all  the  folar-ftatues,  throughout  the  whole  land  of  Ifrael ;  and  then  returned 
to  Jerufalem. 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  18.  |  So  2  mss.  The  pTefent  text,  sep.  chald,  and  vulg.  have  Ifrtul;  sya.  and  Arab,  hare  both. 
See  c.  R. — V.  19.  B  So  s&p.  and  1  us.  and  fo  even  the  TEXT  may  be  rendered.  But  chald.  vtjlg-  and 
moft  modem  interpreters  make  it  a  proper  name,  Hozai*  See  c.  r.  CH.  XXXIV.  Ter.  6.  |  There  are 
here  two  readings  in  the  text  ;  or  rather  the  fame  letters  written  iu  one  word,  or  divided  into  two. 
They  have  much  puzzled  interpreters  j  and  by  fome  are  fuppofed  to  be  corrupted.  I  am  of  a  different 
opinion ;  and,  adopting  that  reading  which  makes  but  one  ^sord,  I  believe  I  have  given,  the  true  meaning. 
T  he  cities  of  Ifrael  might  well  be  called  dejdale  cities  j  frnce  their  principal  inhabitants  had  been  carried 
away  captives,  in  the  reign  of  Hofteab.  See  c-  r, 
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Jofiah  refaireth  the  IX  CHRONICLES*  XXXIV*  Temple  of  the  Dou>> 


In  the  eighteenth  ye4r  of  his  reign,  when  he  had  purged  the  land*  and  |)  the  8 
houfe  of  the  Lord  j  j  te  fent  Shaphan  Ben-Azaliah,  Maafiah  governor  of  the 
city,  and  Joah  Ben-Joabaz  the  recorder,  to  repair  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  his  God* 

— Thefe  went  to  Hilkiah  the  high-prieft,  and  delivered  the  money  that  had  been  g 
brought  into  the  houfe  of  God;  which  the  Levitee,  who  kept  the  gates,  had  col¬ 
lected  from  the  Manaffites,  and  Ephrairakes,  and  all  the  remnants  of  Israelites ; 
and  from  all  the  Judahitea,  Benjaminites,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem.  This  10 
money  they  put  into  the  hands  of  thofe  who  had  the  overfight  of  the  work  of  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  and  thefe  gave  it  to  the  workmen,  who  worked  in  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord,  to  repair  and  ftrengthen  the  houfe  t  to  the  artificers  and  builders  they  1 1 
gave  it  to  putchafe  hewn  ftones,  and  timber  for  couplings  and  beams  to  the  apart¬ 
ments,  which  the  former  kings  of  Judah  had  deftroyed.  Thefe  men  did  the  work  12 
faithfully  $  and  their  overfeers,  to  prefs  on  the  work ,  were  Jahath  and  Obadiah, 
Levites  of  the  progeny  of  Merari,  and  Zachariah  and  Mefhulam  of  the  progeny  of 
Koath  j  with  all  fuch  of  the  Levites  as  were  fkilful  mulicians :  and  over  the  burden-  1  $ 
bearers,  forwarding  every  part  of  the  work,  were  the  Levitical  (bribes,  inferior 
©fficef8  and  gate-keepers* 

Now,  in  fetching  out  the  money  that  had  been  brought  into  the  houfe  of  the  14 
Lord,  Hilkiah,  the  A/g^prieft,  found  the  book  of  the  law  of  the  Lord,  by  the 
hand  of  Mofes.  This  Hilkiah  told  to  Shaphan  the  feribe,  faying  t.  44  I  have  found  15 
“  in  the  hotife  of  the  Lord  the  book  of  the  law  and  Hilkiah  gave  the  book  to 
Shaphan*  Shaphan  carried  the  book  to  the  king  ;  and  brought  back  word  to  the  16 
king,  faying  1  *  All  that  was  enjoined  thy  fervants,  they  have  done:  they  have  17 
44  dHburfcd  the  money  found  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  delivered  it  into  the 
44  hands  of  the  overfeers  and  into  the  hands  of  the  workmen*” — Then  Shaphan,  18 
the  feribe,  told  the  king,  faying :  w  Hilkiah,  the  £^£-prieft,  hath  given  to  me  a 
“  Book;”  and  Shaphan  read  it  before  the  king.  And  when  the  king  had  heard  the  19 
Words  of  the  law,  he  rent  hie  garments* 

The  king  then  commanded  Hilkiah,  and  Ahikim  Ben-Shaphan,  and  Abdon  so 
Ben-Michah,  and  Shaphan  the  feribe,  and  Afaiah  the  king’s  minifter *.  laying; 

44  Go,  confult  the  Lord  for  me,  and  for  the  remnant  of  Ifrael  and  Judah,  concern-  21 

VARIOUS  READING. 

V.  8, So  rOLG,  and  equivalently  CHAU),  btit  sep*  ALEX.  has  tU  king'*  Kauft,  and  8TE.  has  bit  cram  haufe * 
There  b  only  the  houfe  in  the  prefeat  test.  See  c.  b., 

RlpimrOlt  NOTES, 

Ch.  Xxxiv.  yer.  r*,  aad  13.  I  have  endeavoured  to  ren-  over  fhtfe  the  ovtrfttrt  were  Jahath>  See,  but  Zachariah  and 
<kr  the  Text  intelligibly :  yet  I  am  not  content  with  my  Mefhulam  were  to  iaflruQ fich  of  the  Xevxfer,  &c>  But  fee 
t  ran  flat  ion  5  nor  indeed  with  the  Text  itfHf ;  which  I  fuf*  c,  a. 

pedt  to  be  both  mutilated  and  corrupted,  I  once  thought  V,  14,  By  the  hand  of  Mofu ;  L  &  through  his  mexli- 
tbat,  by  a  diflerent  punctuation  of  ver.  I  z,  mud  throwing  alien. :  not  written  by  his  own  land,  as  fome  interpreters 
away  one  letter,  a  better  verfioh  might  be  produced :  And  explain  the  words.  See  C.  a. 
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“  iag  the  words  of  the  book,  that  hath  been  found  :  for  great  is  the  wrath  of  the 
.  *l  Lord,  to  be  poured  out  upon  us,  becaufe  our  forefathers  havenot  ohferved  the 

22  “  words  of  the  Lord,  fo  as  to  praSife  all  that  is  written  in  this  book.'WJUlkiah, 
and  they  whom  the  king  f  appointed,  went  to  the  prophetefe  Huida  (the^vofeof 
Shalum  Ben-Thekuath  Ben-Hafrah,  keeper  of  the  wardrobe),  who  refided  in  the 

23  fuburbs  of  Jerufalem ;  and  fpoke  to  her  on  the  fubjett.  And  fee  faid  to  them  ; 
“  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  the  God  cf  Ifrael:  Tell  the  man  who  lent  you  ta  me, 

24  u  thus  faith  the  Lord;  *  Lot  I  will  bring  evil  upon  this  place, and  upon  its  inha- 
“  bitants :  all  the  curies  which  are  written  in  the  book  that  hafe  been  r ead  before 

25  “  the  king  of  Judah  :  becaufe  they  have  forfaken  me  j  and  have  burned  incenfe  to 
“  other  gods  ;  fo  as  to  provoke  mine  indignation,  by  every  ad  in  their  power ; 
“  therefore  feall  my  wrath  be  poured  out  upon  this  place,  and  feail  not  be  quenched. 

26  “  But  to  the  king  of  Judah,  who  fent  you  to  confult  the  Lord,  thus  ye  feall  fay ; 

27  “  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael:  ‘  Becaufe,  at  the  words  which  thou 
“  haft  heard,  thine  heart  hath  been  mollified ;  and  bpcaufe  thou  haft  humbled  thy- 
“  felf  before  God,  on  hearing  his  words  againft  this  place  and  againft  its  inhabit- 
“  ants — haft  humbled  thyfelf  before  me,  and  haft  rent  thy  garments,  and  wept  in 

a8  “  my  prefence ;  I  alfo  have  liflened  to  thee  (faith  the  Lord)  ;  and  lo !  I  will  unite 
“  thee  to  thy  forefathers,  and  thou  {halt  be  laid,  in  peace,  in  thine  own  fepul- 
“  chre ;  that  thine  eyes  may  not  fee  all  the  evil,  which  I  will  bring  upon  this  place, 
“  and  upon  its  inhabitants.” 

29  When  thefe  words  were  reported  to  the  king,  he  fent  and  called  together  all  the 

30  elders  of  Judah  and  Jerufalem.  And  the  king,  with  all  the  men  of  Judah,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  and  the  priefts,  and  the  Levitea,  and  the  whole  people, 
great  and  {mail,  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  when  the  king  read,  in  their 
hearing,  all  the  words  of  the  book  of  the  covenant,  which  had  been  found  ip  the 

31  houfe  of  the  Lord.  The  king,  then,  {landing  in  his  place,  made  a  covenant  in 
the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  to  walk  after  the  Lord,  and  to  keep  his  commandments, 
his  ftatutes  and  lus  decrees,  with  his  whole  heart  and  with  his  whole  foul?  by  per- 

32  forming  the  words  of  the  covenant  which  were  written  in  that  book;  and  to  this 
he  made  all  who  were  prefent  in  Jerufalem,  and  out  of  Benjamin,  afTent:  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  did  according  to  the  covenant  of  jj  the  Lord,J  the  God 

33  of  their  forefathers. — Thus  Jofiah  removed  out  of  all  the  lands  appertaining  to  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  the  abominable  idols ;  and  caufed  all  who  were  found  f  at  Je¬ 
rufalem  andj  in  Ifrael  to  ferve  the  Lord,  their  own  God.  During  all  his  days, 
they  departed  not  from  following  the  Lord,  the  God  of  their  forefathers. 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

V.  22.  f  i  ms.  and  perhaps  sep.  Another  ms.  has  /tat,  with  syr.  and  vulg.  See  c.  H. — V.  32.  {!  So  SEr. 
syr.  vulg.  chald.  and  1  ms.  The  rest,  God.— V.  33.  f  sep.  Three  mss.  have  Jerufalem  ioftead  of 

Ifmel.  See  c.  a. 
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Jos  I  AH,  then,  kept  {he  Phafah  to  the  Lord,  at  Jerufalem :  on  the  fourteenth  i 
day  of  the  firft  month  Was  the  Phafah-lamb  flaughtered.  On  this  occajton ,  he  af-  2 
figned  to  the  priefts  their  offices,  and  exhorted  them  to  do  the  fervice  of  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord,  And  to  the  Levites,  who  were  to  inftru&  the  Ifraelites,  and  were  3 
hallowed  to  the  Lord,  he  faid:  <£  Place  the  ark  (no  more  to  be  borne  about  on 
“  your  lhoulders)  in  the  apartment  which  Solomon  Ben-David,  king  of  Ifrael, 

“  builded for  it:  and  ferve,  now,  the  Lord,  your  God,  and  his  people  the  Ifrael- 
H  ites ;  and  be  ready,  according  to  your  paternal  houfes,  and  refpediive  daffes,  as  4 
“  prescribed  by  David  king  of  Ifrael,  and  his  fon  Solomon ;  and  attend  at  the  S 
11  fendtuary,  according  to  the  divifions  of  the  paternal  houfes  of  the  people,  your 
u  brethren  ;  and  the  paternal  dalles  of  Levites ;  and  (laughter  the  Phaiah-£»B^  6 
“  But  frjl  hallow  yourfelves,  and  inftrud  your  brethren,  to  do  according  to  the 
“  word  of  the  Lord,  through  the  mediation  of  Mofes.” 

Then  Jofiah  gave  to  the  people  lambs  or  kids  of  the  flock,  for  all  the  Phaiah-  7 
Vidtims  of  all  who  were  prefent,  to  the  number  of  thirty  thoufand  t  with  three  thou- 
fand  bullocks,  all  of  the  king’s  own  property.  His  chiefs,  alfo,  gave  voluntary  8 
donations  to  the  people,  to  the  priefts  and  to  the  Levites. — Hilkiah,  Zachariah 
and  Jehiel,  rulers  of  the  houfe  of  God,  gave  Phafah- vidlims,  for  the  priefts,  two 
thoufand  and  fix  hundred ;  with  three  hundred  bullocks :  and  Chonaniah  and  his  9 
brothers  Shemaiah  and  Nathanael,  Halhabiah,  Jeiel  and  Jozabad,  Levitical  chiefs, 
gave  Phafah -vi&ims,  for  the  Levites,  five  thoufand ;  with  five  hundred  bullocks. 

The  fervice  being  thus  prepared,  the  priefts  attending  in  their  places,  and  the  10 
Levites  in  their  clafies,  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  king}  they  flaugh-  11 
tered  the  Phafah-vi&ims,  the  priefts  fprinkling  the  blood  with  their  hands,  while 
the  Levites  flayed  the  viSims^ They  then  feparated  the  burnt-offering  part,  to  be  12 
given  to  the  people  according  to  the  divifions  of  their  paternal  houfes,  that  they 
might  offer  it  to  the  Lord  5  as  preferibed  in  the  book  of  Mofes:  and  fo  J  with 
regard  to  the  bullocks.  (—The  Phafah-lamb  they  roafted  with  fire,- according  to  the  13 
rite :  but  the  other  hallowed  meats  they  boiled  in  pots,  and  kettles,  and  pans ;  and 
fpeedily  diftributed  them  among  the  people. — After  which  they  prepared  for  them*  14 
felves,  and  for  the  priefts  :  for  the  priefts,  of  the  progeny  of  Aaron,  were  offering 
the  holocaufts  and  the  fat,  until  night :  therefore  the  Levites  prepared  for  them* 
felves,  and  for  the  priefts  of  the  progeny  of  Aaron :  and  as  the  muficians,  of  the  15 

VARIOUS  READING. 

CH.  XXXV.  ver,  12.  %in  tU  tmrtimg,  sbp.  chau>.  sir.  abab.  with  13  mss.  See  c.  a. 

EXrLAHATOKT  HOTS  8. 

Ch.xjxt.Tcr.  y.  Aeoada^g  iathe  dmfioat,  & c.  In  order  among  the  famfliea  for  that  jrarpofe.  Comp.  Exod.  II, 
to  tmderihnd  this,  it  in  oft  be  obferred,  that  each  family,  if  8,  9.  and  fre  c  1. 

it  -were  fuf&cimt  to  eat  a  whole  lamb.  wa«  obliged  to  have  V.  12.  They  then  feparated  the  btrrat-qferhig  party  See. 
one  flaaghteredfbr  them :  thh  office  wa»  to  be  performed  i.  e.  the  fat^  kvbteytt  aaa  ufarfunce  ef  the  liver.  See  Levit. 
by  the  Levites :  who  woe  canfctjuemly  to  be  diflfibuted  3.  3,4. 
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progeny  of  Afaph,  who  (according  to  the  injunctions  of  David,  Alaph,  Heman  and 
Jeduthun,  the  king’s  feers)  were  in  their  own  ftation;  and  the  gate-keepers  at  every 
gate,  might  not  depart  from  their  office  ;  for  them  alfo  their  brethren  the  Levites 
16  prepared- — Thus  was  the  whole  fervice  of  the  Loro  fo  regulated,  that,  on  the  lame 
day,  the  Phalah  was  kept,  and  holpcaufts  were  offered  upon  the  altar  of  the  Lord; 
i ;  according  to  the  commandment  of  king  Jofiah,  So  the  children  of  Ilrael,  who 
were  prefent,  at  that  time,  kept  the  Plialah ;  and  the  feaft  of  unleavened  bread,  for 

18  feven  days.  Such  another  Phafah  had  not  been  kept,  in  Ilrael,  from  the  days  of 
the  prophet  Samuel :  nor  did  any  of  the  kings  of  Urael  keep  fuch  a  Phalah,  as  was 
kept  by  Jofiah,  and  the  pr lefts  and  Levites,  and  all  the  Judahites  and  lfraeUtes  Who 

19  were  prefent,  with  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem.— -  In  the  eighteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Jofiah  was  thus  Phalah  kept. 

so  After  Jofiah  had  thus  reftored  the  whole  fervice  of  the  temple  *,  Pharaoh 
Necho,  king  of  Egypt,  came  up  to  fight  againft  Charchamifti  on  the  Euphrates  ; 
si  and  Jofiah  went  to  oppofe  him.  But  he  fent  meffengers  to  him,  laying:  M  What 
w  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  king  of  Judah  ?  I  come  not  againft  thee,  but  againft  a 
u  houfe  which  is  at  war  with  me ;  and  it  is  God  who  ui^eth  me  on :  oppofe  not 
ai  "  God,  who  is  with  me,  left  he  deftroy  thyfelf.” — But  Jofiah  would  not  recede 
from  him,  becaufe  he  was  defirous  of  fighting  with  him ;  fo  liftened  not  to  the 
words  of  Necho,  though  from  the  mouth  of  God  j  but  came  to  battle  in  the  vale 
23  of  Megido :  where,  the  bow-men  having  Ihot  at  Jofiah,  the  king  laid  to  his  fer- 
34  vanta: <f  Take  me  away,  for  I  am  fordy  wounded.”  His  fervants,  then,  took  him 
out  of  that  chariot,  and  put  him  into  another  chariot,  and  brought  him  to  Jeru¬ 
falem  ;  where  he  died,  and  was  buried  among  tbe  fepulchres  of  his  forefathers : 
25  and  all  Judah  and  Jerufalem  mourned  for  Jofiah.  Jeremiah  alfo  lamented  Jofiah: 
and  all  the  minftrels  and  minftreleffes,  by  an  eftablilhed  cuftom  in  Ilrael,  make 
mention  of  Jofiah  in  their  lamentations,  unto  this  day :  lo  1  they  are  written  among 
the  Lamentations. 

36  Now,  the  reft  of  the  ads  of  Jofiah,  and  his  piety,  correfponding  to  what  is  pre- 

37  feribed  in  the  law  of  the  Lord  :  his  ads,  firft  and  laft,  are  written  in  the  records 
1  of  the  kings  of  [Ifrael  and]  Judah. — The  people  of  the  land,  then,  took  Joahaz  :  and 

made  him  king,  at  Jerulalem,  in  his  father’s  ftead. 

VARIOUS  READING. 

V.  20.  *  Here  follows  in  sep.  what  is  related  in  a  Kings,  23*  24,  25.  and  which  may  have  here  flood  once 

in  the  original.  Sec  the  place  in  Kings,  and  c.  a. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

V.  JO.  Charthamfh,  Supposed  to  be  Ctrtufiam:  the  road  bwt,  it  Teems  probable  that  he  means  the  latter.  See  c.  r. 
to  which  from  Egypt  kd  through  PaJeftine.  V,  22.  Becaafc  be  toot  Afrout,  &c.  Others  render,  for  be 

V,  ax.  Si  is  God ,  See*  Whether  he  mean  his  own  god,  cbjiwfed  bivfeif;  contrary  to  all  the  ancient  verfiens.  1 
or  the  Gcs  of  the  Jews,  is  uncertain :  but  from  what  fbl-  beOeve  the  Text  is  corrupted  in  one  letter.  See  c>  a. 
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§  23.  fliftory  the  Reigns  of  Joahaz,  Joiakim,  Joiachirt,  and  Zedekiah. 

Comp.  2  Kings,  xxiv.  and  xxv* 

JOAHAZ  was  twenty-three  years  old,  when  he  became  king;  and  reigned,  at  2 
Jerufalem,  three  months  *:  [|  when  the  king  of  Egypt  removed  him,  from  Jeru-  3 
falem ;  and  laid  a  tribute  on  the  land,  of  an  hundred  talents  of  filver,  and  a  talent 
of  gold  :  and  the  king  of  Egypt  made  Eliakim*  Joahaz't  brother,  king  over  Judah  4 
and  Jerufalem;  and  changed  his  name  to  Joiakim:  hut  his  brother,  Joahaz,  Necho 
took  and  carried  into  Egypt  *< 

Joiakim  was  twenty-five  years  old, when  he  became  king;  and  reigned,  at  Je-  s 
rufalem,  eleven  years  *« — He  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  his  God.— 

J  Againft  him  came  Nebuchadnezar,  king  of  Babylon ;  and  carried  him,  bound  in  6 
fetters,  to  Babylon* — Nebuchadnezar  alfb  carried  away  a  part  of  the  utenfils  of  the  7 
hotife  of  the  Lord,  and  put  them  in  hU  own  palace  at  Babylon. — The  reft  of  the  8 
ads  of  Joiakim,  and  the  abominations  which  he  committed,  are  written  in  the 
records  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael  and  Judah*  * — His  foa  Joiachin  reigned  in  his  ftead. 

JoiACHIN  was  (|  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  became  king;  and  reigned,  at  Je-  9 
rufalem,  three  months  and  ten  days*  He  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  and,  10 
on  the  return  of  the  year,  king  Nebuchadnezar  fent  and  brought  him  unto  Baby¬ 
lon  ;  with  the  choiceft  utenfils  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  and  made  his  [|  uncle 
Zedekiah  king  over  Judah  and  Jerusalem. 

Zedekiah  was  twenty-one  years  old,  when  he  became  king;  and  reigned,  at  it 
Jerufalem,  eleven  years. — He  did  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  his  God;  and  12 
humbled  himfelf  not  before  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  admoniJChing  him  on  the  part  of 
the  Lord.  He,  moreover,  revolted  from  king  Nebuchadnezar,  who  had  made  him  13 
fwear  allegiance  by  God*  But  he  had  ftiffened  his  neck,  and  hardened  his  heart, 
againft  being  converted  to  the  Lord,  the  God  of  IfraeU— Be  tides,  the  chiefs  of  the  14 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  XXX  VL  ver.  2-  •  Hit  mother's  name  was  Hnmital ,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  of  Libnct .  He  did  evil  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  bit  forgathers  had  done ,  sep*  with  p.  M  K.  25.  31,  32. — V.  3.  ||  From 
dm  to  the  end  of  ver.  4.  ter.  reads  as  in  p*  p,  2  K,  24.  33,  34,  35.  which  fee. — V .  4.  *  Where  be  died, 
sep.  (til.  arab.  with  p,  p. — V.  5.  *  Hu  mother's  name,  &c.  sep.  as  in  p.  p.— V.  6. |}  Here  again  sep.  reads 
with  p.  p.  all  that  is  found  in  2  K.  24.  from  ver.  1.  to  ver.  4.  indufively.  See  c.  R, — V.  8.  *  And  Joia* 
chim  Jlept  with  bis  forefathers  s  and ,  with  hit  for  fathers,  nuat  buried »«  Ganaza,  sep.  See  C-  R. — V.  9.  Jj  The 
text  has  eight,  and  fo chald.  volg,  and  sep.  rom.  and  cqmpl.  But  sep.  ald<  and  ALEX*  with  svr.  ARAB. 
1  ms.  and  p.  p.  2  K.  24.  8.  have  the  true  reading,  eighteen.  See  c*  n*— V.  10.  ^  So  all  the  v.  v.  fave 
chald*  which,  with  the  prefetit  text,  has  brothers  but  we  know  From  Kings,  that  he  was  the  fon  of 

Joliah-  See  c*  &. 

IIFLilATOir  HOTS. 

Ch*  xsxvi.  ver.  7.  Io  Ins  own  palace .  Others,  temple.  See  c,  a* 
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priefts  and  of  the  people  tranigreffed  exceedingly ;  according  to  all  the  abominable 
practices  of  other  nations;  and  polluted  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  which  he  had  haV- 

15  lowed  in  Jerufalem.  And,  although  the  Lord,  the  God  of  their  forefathers,  from 
the  companion  he  had  for  his  people,  and  his  own  abode,  early-  and  repeatedly 

16  warned  them  by  his.  meflengers ;  yet  his  meffeagers  they  derided,  defpifed  his 
warnings,  and  infulted  hk  prophets :  until  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  grew  fo  great 

17  againft  his  people,  that  there  was  no  remedy*  Hence,  he  brought  upon  them  the 
king  of  the  Chaldees,  who  flew  their  choiccft  men  with  the  fword,  even  in  the 
apartments  of  their  own  fan&uary.  He  fpared  neither  the  young  man  nor  the 
maiden,  any  more  than  the  old  and  decrepit  t  all  were  delivered  into  his  hands* 

t8  All  the  urenfils  of  the  houie  of  God,  great  or  fmall,  and  all  the  treafures  of  the 

19  kiogV  houfe,  and  of  his  chiefs,  he  alfb  carried  away  unto  Babylon* — The  houfe  of 
God  they  burned,  and  the  wall  of  Jerufalem  they  broke  down ;  all  its  palaces  they 

20  burned  with  fire,  and  all  its  choiceft  furniture  they  deftroyed. — -Thofe,  who  had 
efcaped  the  fword,  Nebuchadnezar  carried  captives  unto  Babylon,  where  they  were 

a i  flaves  to  him  and  his  forts,  until  the  commencement  of  tbs  Perfian  empire:  to  fulfil 
the  word  of  the  Lord  by  the  mouth  of  Jeremiah ;  until  the  land  fhould  enjoy  its 
fabbaths;  during  all  the  days  of  its  defolation ;  a  fabbath  of  feventy  complete 
years.  * 

VARIOUS  READING- 

V*  at.  *  The  two  laft  verfea  of  this  chapter,  being  the  fame  with  the  three  Gift  verfes  of  Ezra,  will  be  found 
there  in  their  proper  place  at  the  head  of  volume  third. 
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RUTH,  I. 

IN  the  days  of  the  government  of  the  Judges,  a  famine  happening  to  be  in  the  t 
land  of  Jfrael,  a  man  of  Beth-lehem  of  Judah  went  to  fbjoum  in  the  country 
of  Moab,  with  his  wife  and  his  two  fons.  The  name  of  the  man  was  Elimelech,  2 
his  wife’s  name  Naomi,  and  the  names  of  his  two  fans  were  Mahalon  and  Chilion : 
Ephrathites  of  Beth-lehem  in  Judah, — When  they  came  into  the  country  of  Moab, 
and  had  fome  time  been  there,  Elimelech,  Naomi’s  hufband,  died  j  and  fhe  was  left  3 
with  her  two  fans.  Thefe  took  wives  to  themfelves,  of  the  women  of  Moab :  the  4 
name  of  one  was  Ophra,  and  the  name  of  the  other  Ruth.  But,  when  they  had 
refided  there  about  ten  years,  both  Mahalon  and  Chilion  likewife  died:  thus  the  5 
woman  was  left  behind  both  her  fons,  and  her  hufband.  She  therefore  fet  out  with  6 
her  daughters-in-law,  to  return  from  the  country  of  Moab ;  becaufe  fhe  had,  in 
the  country  of  Moab,  heard  that  the  Lord  had  vifited  his  people,  by  giving  them 
bread.  So  fhe  came  out  of  the  place  where  fhe  then  was,  with  both  her  daughters-  7 
in-law.  But  while  they  were  going  on  the  way,  to  return  into  the  land  of  Judah, 
Naomi  faid  to  her  daughters-in-law :  “  Go,  return,  each  to  her  own  mother  s  houfe :  8 

u  may  the  Lord  deal  as  kindly  with  you,  as  ye  have  deaied  kindly  with  the  dead, 

“  and  with  me :  grant  the  Lord,  ye  may  find  repofe,  each  in  the  houfe  of  her  9 
“own  hufband,” — She  then  killed  them :  but  they,  weeping  with  a  loud  voice, 
faid  to  her :  “  Nay,  let  us  go  with  thee,  unto  thy  people.”  Naomi  anfwered : 

“  Go  back,  my  daughters :  why  would  ye  go  with  me  ?  are  there  yet  any  fons  in 
w  my  womb,  who  might  be  hufbands  to  you  ?•  Go  back,  my  daughters,  go  back :  12 
“  for  I  am  too  old  to  have  an  hufband.  Should  I  think  there  is  yet  hope ;  fhould 
“  I  this  night  have  an  hufband ;  and  fhould  I  even  bear  fons  5  would  ye  wait  for  13 
“  them,  until  they  fhould  be  grown  up  ?  would  ye,  for  them,  preclude  yourfelves 
“  from  having  hufbands?  No,  my  daughters !  although  more  bitter  is  my  lot  than 
<c  yours,  fince  the  hand  of  the  Lord  has  been  put  forth  againft  me.” — Again  they  14 
wept  with  a  loud  voice ;  when  Ophra,  having  kifTed  her  mother-in-law,  f  returned 

VARIOUS  READING. 

CH»  L  Ycr.  14.  f  sef.  and  partly  syr,  arab.  and  yulg-  See  c.  r. 
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15  to  her  own  people;]  but  Ruth  ftuck  to  her  matber-bt4ato> ;  who  faid :  44  Lo !  thy 
«  fifter-in-law  is  gone  back  to  her  own  people,  and  to  her  own  gods  ;  go  thou 
j6  “  back  after  thy  After- in-law.”  But  Ruth  fold:  44  Entreat  me  not  to  lsave  thee; 
44  to  return  from  following  thee:  for  whkher  thou  goeft,  will  I  go ;  and  where 
«  thou  k>dgeft,will  I  lodge;  thy  people  (hall  be  toy  people,  and  thy  God  myGOD. 
17  44  Where  thou  dieft,  there  will  1  die ;  and  there  will  I  be  buried.  May  the  Lord 
«  do  fo  and  fo  to  me,  and  more  befide,  if  aught  but  death  {hall  part  me  from  thee.” 
jg  — When  Naomi  faw,  that  ftie  was  determined  to  go  with  her,  Ibe  left  off  reafbning 

19  with  her;  fo  they  both  went  on  to  Betb-lehem :  and  as  (bon  as  they  were  £ome 
to  Beth-lehem,  the  whole  city  was  in  a  ftir  about  them :  and  the  'women  fold  ;  44  Is 

20  44  thii  Naomi  ?”  But  foe  laid  to  them :  u  Call  me  not  Naomi  ;  call  me 

21  44  Mara  [Sorrowful]  :  for  with  bitter  forrow  hath  the  Almighty  afflidted  me;  fall 
44  of  bdppmefo  I  went  oat ;  bat  empty  hath  the  Lord  brought  me  bask* 

41  ye  me  Naoffli ;  fine*  the  Lord  hath  humbled  me;  and  Alice  the  Almighty  hath 
44  afBi&ed  me  f* 

z2  Naomi,  with  her  daughter-in-law  Ruth,  a  Moabitefs,  who  accompanied  her 
from  the  country  of  Moab,  returned  and  came  to  Beth-lehem,  in  the  beginning  of 

I  the  barley-harveft. — Now  Naomi  had  a  kinfman  of  her  hufband’s,  a  man  of  great 
a  wealth,  of  the  fame  family  with  Elimelech;  whofe  name  was  Boaz.  And  Ruth, 

the  Moabitefs,  faid  to  Naomi ;  44  Let  me  now  go  into  the  fields,  and  glean  ears  of 
44  corn  behind  the  reapers  g^him  in  whofe  eyes  I  may  find  favour.”  She  anfWered ; 

3  44  Go,  my  daughter.”  She  went,  and  came  to  glean  in  the  fields,  behind  the 
reapers  ;  and  it  was  her  hap  to  light  upon  a  portion  of  field,  which  belonged  to 

4  Boaz,  the  kinfman  of  Elimelech.  And  lo!  Boaz,  coming  from  Beth-lehem,  laid  to 
the  reapers:  “  The  Lord  be  with  you;”  to  which  they  anfwered :  44  The  Lord 

5  44  blefa  thee.” — Then  Boaz  faid  to  his  fervant,  who  was  fet  over  the  reapers ; 

6  41  Whofe  damfel  is  that  V*  The  fervant  who  was  fet  ever  the  reapers  anfwered, 
and  laid :  *  It  is  the  Moabitifo  damfel,  who  came  with  Naomi  from  the  country 

7  41  of  Moab ;  who  find ;  4  Let  me,  I  pray  thee,  g]ean  and  gather  among  the  fheaves, 
44  behind  the  reapers fo  fhe  came,  and  hath  continued  gleaning,  from  the  mom* 

8  44  mg  until  now ;  that  foe  has  juft  fitten  down  in  the  foed.” — Then  Boaz  fold  to 
Ruth ;  44  Heareft  thou  me,  my  daughter  ?  go  not  to  glean  in  another  field ;  go  not 

9  44  hence,  but  abide  here,  faft  by  my  maids ;  obferve  on  what  field  they  reap,  and 
44  follow  them ;  I  have  charged  my  young  men  not  to  moleft  thee ;  when  thou  art 
44  thirfty,  go  to  the  veflels,  and  drink  of  what  the  young  men  have  drawn  off.” — 

10  She  fell  proftrate  on  the  ground,  and  faid ;  44  How  have  I  found  fuch  favour  in 

II  44  thine  eyes,  that  thou  foouldeft  take  notice  of  me,  who  am  a  ftranger?”  Boaz 
anfwered,  and  faid  to  her : 44  Thy  whole  behaviour  to  thy  mothcr-m-Iaw,  fiace  the 
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41  death  of  thine  hufband,  fiath  been  made  known  to  me  :  thou  haft  left  thy  father* 

“  and  thy  mother*  and  thy  native  land,  and  art  come  among  a  people,  with  whom 
4<  thou  waft  heretofore  unacquainted.  May  the  Lord  reward  thy  deeds;  and  may  ia 
w  a  full  recompenfe  be  given  to  thee  by  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael;  under  whofe 
u  wings  thou  art  come  to  take  fhelter.”  She  anfwered ;  M  May  I  ftill  find  favour  13 
11  in  thine  eyes ;  arid  fince  thou  haft  thus  comforted  me,  and  haft  ipoken  fo  kindly 
41  to  thine  hand-maid ;  ||  let  me,  I  pray  thee,|  be  as  one  of  thine  own  handmaids.* 

— - Boaz  then  fiud  to  her :  w  At  meal-time  come  thou  hither,  and  eat  of  the  bread,  14. 
«  and  dip  thy  mrirfel  in  the  vinegar.*'  So  (he  fat  down  befide  the  reapers;  and 
be  reached  to  her  fo  much  parched  corn#  that  fhe  ate,  until  fhe  was  fadsfied,  and 
had  leavings.— When  fhe  rofe  up  to  glean  again,  Boax  gave  a  charge  to  his  young  15 
men,  laying:  44  Let  her  glean,  even  among  the  fheaves,  and  affront  her  hot :  nay,  16 
“  let  fall  former  fome  handfuls,  of  purpofe ;  and  leave  them  to  be  gleaned  by  her ; 

“  and  rebuke  her  not.”  So  (he  gleaned  in  the  field  until  evening  5  when  (he  beat  17 
out  what  fhe  had  gleaned ;  which  was  about  an  epha  of  barley.  This  (he  took  up,  18 
and  went  into  the  city,  and  ||  fhewed  to  her  mother-in-law  |  what  fhe  had  gleaned; 
and  took  out,  and  gave  to  her,  what  fhe  had  left,  after  being  fatisfied.  Her  mother-  19 
in-law  then  find  to  her:  “  Where  haft  thou  gleaned  to-day?  where  haft  thou  la- 
41  bouired  Jo  fuccefifulfy  ?  BlefTed  by  the  Lord  be  he,  who  took  notice  of  thee;” 

But  when  fhe  had  told  to  her  mother-in-law,  with  whom  fhe  had  laboured,  and 
laid :  44  The  name  of  the  man,  with  whom  I  laboured  to-day,  is  Boaz  Naomi  ao 
faid  to  her  daughter-in-law : 44  Blefled  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  left  off  his  kind- 
u  nefs  to  the  living  nor  to  the  dead !”  Then  Naomi  faid  to  her :  u  Hie  man  is 
44  near  of  kin  to  us,  one  of  our  next  kinfmen.”  Ruth,  the  Moabitefs,  anfwered:  21 
4<  He  moreover  faid  to  me : 4  Thou  muft  keep  faft  by  my  |[  maids,  until  my  whole 
M  harveft  be  ended.”  Naomi  again  faid  to  Ruth,  her  daughter-in-law :  44  It  is  tx 
w  proper  for  thee,  my  daughter,  that  thou  go  out  with  his  maids ;  and  that  thou 
44  be  not  met  with  in  any  other  field.” — So  fhe  kept  fall  by  Boaz'B  maids;  to  glean  23 
unto  the  end  of  barley-harveft,  and  wheat-harveft;  but  |  dwelled  with  [  her  mother- 
in-law. 

Naomi,  her  mother-in-law,  then  faid  to  her:  44 1  muft  now  feek  repofe  for  1 
44  thee,  my  daughter ;  that  thou  mayeft  be  happy.  This  Boaz,  with  whofe  maids  a 
44  thou  haft  been,  is  of  our  own  kindred :  lo !  this  evening,  he  winnoweth  barley  in 

various  readings. 

CH.  II.  vcr.  13.  |  I  follow  the  reading  of  asp.  and  str.  The  reft  hare,  although  I  h  not .  See  c.  R.— 
V,  18.  |  So  STR.VU1.G.  Arab,  and  2  MSB.  The  reft,  hrr  motber-in-lmu yaw.— V.  21.  |  The  TEXT  has  young 
ew»j  and  fo  str.  and  abab.  Bat  asp.  and  even  chald.  have  meads t  which  I  take  to  be  the  genuine  read- 
iog.  Comp.  vcr.  26  and  23.  and  fee  c.  r.—V.  23.  B  So  the  text,  with  all  the  y.  v.  except  yulg.  which, 
with  3  Mae.  has  returned  to*  No  improbable  reading.  See  c.  r. 
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3  44  the  threJhing-floor.  Bathe  thyfelf  then,  and  anoint  thyfelf,  and  put  on  thy  heft 
44  raiment,  and  go  down  to  the  threfhing-floor :  keep  thyfelf  unnoticed  by  the  man, 

4  44  until  he  have  done  eating  and  drinking  i  but,  as  foon  as  he  (halt  have  lain  down, 
44  thou  fhalt  mark  the  place  where  he  lieth,  and  fhalt  go  in,  and  uncover  his  feet, 

5  u  and  lie  down :  he  will  then  tell  you,  what  thou  art  to  do.*’  She  anfwered  :A  All 

6  44  that  thou  biddeft  me,  I  will  do.”— So  fhe  went  down  unto  the  threfliing-floor, 

7  and  did  according  to  all  that  her  mother-in-law  had  bidden  her. — Now  when  Boaz 
had  eaten  and  drunken,  until  his  heart  was  merry,  he  went  to  lie  down  at  the  end 
of  the  corn- heap :  when  flie  came  foftly  and  uncovered  bis  feet,  and  lay  down. 

8  When  midnight  was  come,  the  man  was  aftonifhed,  when,  on  turning  himfelf,  lo ! 

9  a  woman  was  lying  at  hb  feet  i  and  he  faid  :  “Who  art  thou  ?”  She  anfwered  : 
44  1  am  thine  hand’ maid  Ruth ;  take  thine  hand-maid  under  thy  protection,  fince 

10  “  thou  art  a  near  kinfman.”  He  anfwered:  w  Blefled,  by  the  Lord,  be  thou,  my 
u  daughter :  thou  haft,  in  this  laft  inftance,  {hewn  more  kindnei^  than  before ; 
u  inafmuch  a \&  thou  haft  not  fought  after  younger  men,  whether  poor  or  rich. 

11  “  Now,  then,  my  daughter,  fear  not  but  that  I  will  do  for  thee  all  that  thou  re- 

12  u  quireft :  for  all  my  fellow-citizens  know,  that  thou  art  a  virtuous  woman.  True 
11  it  is,  indeed,  that  I  am  a  near  kinfman  ;  but  there  is  a  kinfman  nearer  than  I. 

1 3  w  Wait  this  night  5  and,  as  foon  as  the  morrow  (hall  come,  if  he  will  perform  the 
44  part  of  next  kinfman,  let  him  perform  it :  but  if  he  will  not  perform  to  thee  the 
41  kinfinanb  part;  then,  as  the  Lord  livetb,  f  will  perform  to  thee  the  part  of  next 

r4  “  kinfman :  lie  ft  ill  until  the  morning” — So  fhe  lay  at  his  feet  until  the  morning  ; 
when  (he  arofe,  before  one  could  difeern  another :  for  he  faid :  44  Let  it  not  be 

15  u  known,  that  a  woman  came  into  the  threfhing-floor.”  He  then  faid :  44  Bring 
44  the  vail  that  is  upon  thee,  and  hold  it  out.”  And  while  flie  held  it  out,  he  mea- 

16  Cured  into  it  fix  omen  of  barley ;  with  which  being  loaded,  fhe  returned  into  the 
city,  and  came  to  her  mother-in-law;  who  laid  to  her  :  44  How  haft  thou  fared,  my 

17  “  daughter  ?”  She  then  told  her  all  that  the  man  had  done  to  her ;  and  added : 
44  Thefe  fix  omen  of  barley  he  gave  to  me,  and  laid  to  me:  4  Go  not  empty-handed 

18  “  to  thy  mother-in-law.” — Then  faid  Naomi :  44  Wait,  my  daughter,  until  thou 
44  know  how  the  matter  will  turn  out :  for  the  man  will  not  reft,  until  he  have, 
M  this  day,  ended  the  matter.” 

1  Then  Boaz  went  out  to  the  city- gate ;  and,  while  he  fat  there,  lo  !  by  came  the 
kinfman  whom  Boaz  had  mentioned;  to  whom,  calling  him  by  his  name,  he  faid: 
44  Turn  afide,  and  fit  down  here.”  And  when  lie  turned  afide  and  had  fitten  down, 

a  Boaz  brought  ten  men,  of  the  elders  of  the  city,  and  faid ; 44  Sit  ye  alfo  down  here.” 

3  And,  when  they  were  feated,  he  faid  to  the  next  kinfman  i  44  Naomi,  who  b  re- 
41  turned  from  the  land  of  Moab,  hath  a  field  to  f$U,  that  belonged  to  our  relation 
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4t  Elimelech':  £b  I  thought)  fit  to  advertife  thee,  laying :  ‘  Acquire  it,  in  the  pre*  4 
44  fence  of  the  elders  of  rayf  people :*  if  then  thou  wilt  adit  the  part  of  next  kiafinan, 
u  a&  it:  but  if  not,  tell  me,  that  I  may  know  now :  for  there  is  no  kinfman  fo  near 
44  as  thou,  and  I  am  next  to  thee/*— r44  I  will  a St  the  part  of  next  kinfman,”  faid 
the  other,  “  But,”  {aid  Boaz,  44  on  whatever  day-  thou  {halt  purchafe  the  field  5 
44  from  Naomi,  thou  mull;  aUb  purchafe  Ruth,  the  Moabite&j  to  keep  up  the  name 
44  of  the  deceafed,  on  his  inheritance.”  The  next  kinfman  replied :  u  I  cannot  here  6 
44  2&  the  part  of  next  kmfinan,  without  injuring  mine  own  inheritance :  claim 
44  thou  my  right  of  kinfhip,  fince  I  cannot  claim,” — Now,  in  Iftael,  all  claims  of  7 
kinlhip  and  transfers  were  formerly  thus  confirmed:  a  man  pulled  off  his  fhoe, 
and  gave  it  to  his  neighbour :  and  this  was  teftimcny  in  Rrael.  |  So  when  the  & 
next  kinfinan  laid  to  Boaz :  44  Claim  thou  for  thyfelf  5”  he  pulled  off  his  {hoe, 
t  and  gave  it  to  him :  J  when  Boaz  laid  to  the  elders  and  all  the  people :  “  Ye  are,  9 
44  this  day,  witnefles,  that  I  have  purchafed,  from  the  hand  of  Naomi,  all  that 
44  belonged  to  Elimelech  and  all  that  belonged  to  Chilion  and  Mahalon ;  and  that  10 
44  Rath  the  Moabitefr  I  have  purchafed  to  be  my  wife,  to  keep  up  the  name  of  the 
"  deceafed  on  his  inheritance ;  that  the  name  of  the  deceafed  be  not  cut  off  from 
44  among  his  brethren,  and  fellow-citizens.”  And  all  the  people  who  were  at  the  it 
gate,  and  the  elders,  {aid :  44  We  are  witncfles :  may  the  Lord  make  the  woman, 

44  who  is  coming  into  thine  houfe,  like  Rahel  and  Lea  j  thofe  two,  who  reared 
44  the  houfe  of  Ifrael ;  make  her  an  example  of  virtue  in  Ephratha,  and  obtain 
44  renown  in  Beth-lehem.  May  thine  houfe  be  like  the  houfe  of  Pharez,  whom  fa 
44  Thamar  bore  to  Judah,  through  the  progeny  which  the  Lord  will  give  to  thee 
44  by  this  young  woman-” — So  Boaz  took  Ruth  for  his  wife  5  and,  on  his  con- 
verfing  with  her,  the  Lord  gave  her  fecundity,  and  {he  bore  a  fon*  The  women  14 
then  faid  to  Naomi :  44  Bleffed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  left  Jthee,  this  day, 

41  without  a  km-fucceffor,  whofe  name  {ball  be  famous  in  Ifrael  5  and  who  Uaall  be  15 
44  to  thee  a  comforter,  and  the  fupport  of  thine  old  age :  fince  thy  daughter-in- 
u  law,  who  lovetb  thee,  and  is  better  to  thee  than  feven  fons,  hath  borne  him.” — 
Naomi  took  the  child  and  laid  him  in  her  own  boforo,  and  was  his  nurfe.  The 
women,  her  neighbours,  gave  him  a  name,  and  called  him  Obed  [Attendant} : 

44  For,**  laid  they, 14  a  £bn  is  borne  to  Naomi,  who  *u)Ul  be  her  attendant? — He  was 

VARIOUS  READINGS. 

CH.  IV.  ver.  8.  fl  So  Boas  faid  to  the  next  hinfmattt  a  Putt  eff  thy jbtxf*  which  be  tftfiantly  £d,  VULG.  Seec-fc. 

IK  i  set.  aeab.  See  c.  s. 

explanatory  hots. 

Ck  *v»  wr,  17.  OboJ  figmfiea  »  Jamanty  mmyterf  oitf-  The  word,  is  Italics  are  sot  m  the  Text :  but  I  fafped, 
Jan,  This  youth  was  to  repay  xhe  Attention  and  ore  of  with  MichaeKs,  that  they  were  once  there, 

Naomi,  by  attending  and  fupport bg  her  in  her  old  age. 
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18  the  father  of  Ifhai,  the  father  of  David  j  wbofe  genealogy  from  Phare*  is  this : 
J*  Phare*  begot  Hezron — Hezron  begot  |  Ram — Ram  begot  Amiuadab— ^Aminadab 
a  i  begot  Nahafhon— -Nahaihon  begot  ||  Salmon — Salmon  begot  Boaz — Boaz  begot 
22  Obed — Obed  begot  Ifhai — and  Ifhai  begot  David* 

VARIOCJ  HEAD1NGI, 

V.  J9«  U  al.  4ram> — *V.  2i»  |  al.  Zalma*  See  c.  a* 


END  OF  THE  BOOK  OF  RUTH. 
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O  F 

MANASSEH,  KING  OF  JUDAH, 

When  he  was  kept  a  Capriw  fit  Babylon. 


OLORD,  omnipotent,  the  God  of  our  forefathers  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  i 
and  of  their  righteous  feed  y  who  haft  made  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  with 
all  their  ornaments ;  who  haft  hounded  the  fea,  by  thy  commanding  word  ;  who  i 
haft  ihut  up  and  fealed  the  deep,  by  thy  tremendous  and  glorious  name :  whom  3 
all  creatures  dread,  and  tremble  before  thy  power :  for  infupportable  is  the  majefty 
of  thy  glory,  unindurable  thy  threatening  wrath  againft  finners :  but  unmeafurable 
and  infcrutable  is  thy  promiftng  mercy*  For  thou  art  the  Loan  moft  high,  com*  4 
paffionate,  long-fuffering  and  very  merciful ;  and  repentant  of  the  evils  which  thou  5 
ttifiriRefi  on  mankind.  Thou,  O  Lord,  according  to  thy  great  benignity,  haft  pro- 
mifed  remiffion  and  forgiveneft  to  thofe  who  have  linned  againft  thee ;  and,  out 
of  thy  great  commiferation,  haft  appointed  repentance  to  finners,  for  their  own 
welfare.  Thou,  then,  O  Lord,  the  God  of  the  righteous,  haft  not  appointed  6 
repentance  for  the  righteous,  fuch  as  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  who  finned  not 
againft  thee  ;  but  haft  appointed  repentance  for  me,  who  am  a  firmer  :  for  I  have  7 
committed  fins  above  the  number  of  the  fand  of  the  fea.  Manifold  have  been  my  S 
tranfgreffions,  O  Lord  ;  manifold  have  beep  my  tranfgrefEons ;  and  1  am  un¬ 
worthy  to  view  and  behold  the  height  of  the  heavens,  on  account  of  the  multitude 
of  mine  iniquities.  Bent  down  with  a  load  of  iron  hands,  I  cannot  move  my  heady  9 
nor  is  there,  for  me,  any  relief :  becaufe  I  have  provoked  thine  indignation,  and 
done  evil  in  thine  eyes  j  neither  obeying  thy  will,  nor  obferving  thy  command¬ 
ments  i  fetting  up  abominations,  and  multiplying  fcandals. — But,  now,  I  bow  the  10 

IIPLAUATOHY  NOTES. 

Vet.  4.  Repentant  t  See.  It  u  hard  to  render  the  Greek  V.  Remifa*  z  lit.  repentance ;  hat  ftfll  It  is  relatn'ct  to 
word  properly  when  It  relates  to  the  Deity.  The  I  talk*  God  ;  not  to  the  fiantr,  as  la  the  next  verfe.  Remiffion 
are  imerted  to  mike  the  meaning  dear.  then  is  here  the  equivalent  and  more  proper  term. 
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knee  of  mine  heart,  and  earneftly  fue  thee  for  gracious  mercy*  I  have  finned,  O 
ii  Lord,  I  have  finned}  and  I  acknowledge  my  tranfgreffions ;  but,  I  fupplicantly 
befeech  thee,  forgive  me,  O  Lord,  forgive  me  ;  and  condemn  me  not,  for  my 
13  tranfgreffions,  to  the  loweft  pans  of  the  earth :  fince  thou,  O  Lord,  art  the  God 
of  the  penitent ;  and  mayeft,  in  me,  difplay  ail  thy  goodnefs  ;  by  faving  me,  an 
unworthy  being,  according  to  the  great  nefa  of  thy  mercy :  fo  will  I  ever  praife  thee, 
all  the  days  of  my  life ;  for  all  the  heavenly  powers  fing  hymns  to  thee ;  and  thine 
is  the  glory,  through  ages. 


END  OF  THE  PRAYER  OF  MANASSE9 
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